
   

         WHAT BILLS MAY PASS IN OHIO’S  

       LAME DUCK LEGISLATIVE SESSION? 

              
     The Lame Duck session started after the election and lasts until the end 

of the year with some legislators not returning in 2015. This is a time that 

bills often pass quickly without much opportunity for the public to testify 

in opposition. One bill that has had much testimony against it has already 

passed out of the Rules Committee and awaits a vote of the House of 

Representatives. It would eliminate the Common Core Education 

Standards in Ohio if passed and signed by the Governor. Common Core 

was created by the National Governors Assn. and the Council of State 

School Officers as a solution to the problem of the number of students 

going to college who need a remedial course in math and English before 

beginning their college curriculum. It also is designed to answer the 

complaint of businesses that too many young workers were unable to 

provide the necessary skills in math and English to handle the 

requirements of today’s job opportunities. Most importantly Ohio schools 

have spent a couple of years preparing for the implementation of 

Common Core. A change now would once again slow students learning, 

particularly in the elementary grades.  

     The death penalty law is another area that is subject to change. Recent 

decisions by pharmaceutical companies to no longer supply drugs used to 

kill those on death row have led Ohio to postpone future executions. 

Attorney General Mike DeWine has said that we would not see any more 

executions in Ohio until the legislature pass a law providing anonymity 

for pharmacies and immunity protection for physicians whose ethical 

code prevents them from helping support executions. He recommends 

shielding the identity of drug suppliers and physicians. It seems to me 

that hiding their identity does not change the reality that they have 

violated their ethical promise. This could move quickly through the 

legislature to prevent mobilizing testimony either way. There is strong 

support in our faith community to abolish the death penalty in favor of 

life in prison with no chance for parole. There are also some legislators 

who would support a return to the gas chamber or the electric chair. 

      The House has already passed a bill to eliminate red-light cameras. 

The Senate is discussing a different method, but the result would 

probably be the same.It would require cities to place a police officer at 

each intersection with a camera, making it too costly for most cities to 

use. While many drivers would be happy to avoid the fines, there would 

be a sizable increase in intersection accidents, injuries and deaths. 

       
   

  “ And when he comes home, he calls 

   together his friends and neighbors 

  saying . ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

  found my sheep that was lost.’ Just 

  so, I tell you, there will be more joy 

  in heaven over one sinner who  

  repents than over ninety-nine 

  righteous persons who need no 

  repentance.”  

 

             (Luke 15: 6-7 NRSV) 
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It appears likely that the House Health and 

Aging Committee chairman, Lynn 

Wachtmann R-Napolean will offer House 

Bill 248, the Heartbeat bill. That would 

prohibit an abortion of an unborn human 

individual with a detectable heart-beat, 

which generally occurs in 6 to 8 weeks after 

conception. The bill also creates a Joint 

Legislative Committee on Adoption 

Promotion and Support. The outcome of this 

legislation is uncertain, as it has not been 

previously voted on by either legislative 

body. However, it does have 40 sponsors in 

the Ohio House of Representatives. 

     Payday lending greed has once again 

become a major problem for Ohio’s low 

income families who are trying to obtain 

automobiles, televisions and other costly 

items for short-term loans. In 2008, Ohio 

passed a payday lending bill to prohibit 

those in the business from charging 

outrageous interest on short-term loans to 

those whose credit was not acceptable to 

other lending institutions. Many payday 

lenders were charging 300 to 700% and 

generally repossessed the item several 

months later when the buyer could no longer 

meet the loan. The Ohio Supreme Court 

recently ruled against the Ohio law and in 

favor of payday lenders. Senator Sherrod 

Brown supports a bill in Congress called the 

Durbin-Cartwright law that would mandate 

a maximum 36% on car loans and other 

short-term loans. It would be great if the 

Congress acts because it would impact 

millions of poor families all over America. 

However, if that bill fails to move, it will 

become necessary for Ohio to re-establish a 

bill in the next legislative session, beginning 

in 2015. 

     There are also a number of changes in 

Ohio’s gun laws being debated. Senate bill 

338 is sponsored by Sen. Joe Uecker R-

Loveland on behalf of Attorney General 

Mike DeWine.  The bill permits 

investigators of the A.G.’s Office to be 

authorized to be armed while investigating, 

and be exempt from concealed weapons 

prohibitions in the same manner as sheriffs 

and police officers.    

           HB 203 sponsored by T. Johnson(R-

McDermott.) This bill makes many changes 

in the Concealed Carry gun law. It reduces 

the training time required to get a concealed 

carry license from 12 hours to 4. It requires 

Ohio to accept licenses from other states. It 

also includes a stand your ground provision. 

It changes Ohio’s law by saying a person 

has no duty to retreat before using force in 

self-defense, defense of another, or defense 

of that person’s residence if that person is in 

a place that the person lawfully has a right to 

be. This is similar to the one that brought 

national attention to Florida when a gun 

owner killed a young African-American 

teenager outside of his home.  Ohio’s law 

enforcement community and prosecuting 

attorneys have strongly requested that this 

provision not be included, however it passed 

the Ohio House and is now under 

consideration by the Senate. At this time, I 

do not know if the Senate will retain or 

remove the stand your ground provision.  

    Senate President Keith Faber R-Celina 

has said that he is interested in passing a 

redistricting bill that would set up a 

bipartisan panel to draw legislative and 

Congressional maps. Sen. Frank LaRose 

(R-Fairlawn) has been working on the 

redistricting issue for four years, calling it 

the leading cause of government 

dysfunction. Rep. Matt Huffman (R-Lima) 

has a plan that requires one minority party 

vote to pass the plan. If it is not reached, the 

majority party can pass a map that can be 

used for the next election, at which time 

voters will be asked if a new map should be 

drawn. If they vote no, the map would be in 

effect for only another two to four years 

before it must be drawn again. Democrats 

raised concern that they were not involved 

with Huffman in drawing the plan.   ††† 



 


