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The Cross Section
Everyone loves a good story. Whether on the big screen, in a book, or from the lips of a great
storyteller, whether fiction, fantasy, or fully real, people have loved stories from the dawn of time.
We love stories of good vs. evil – think of Superman vs. Lex Luthor (my son Luke’s current
favorite), Harry Potter vs. Voldemort, the Rebellion vs. the Empire, or Aslan vs. the White Witch.
We love stories of daring rescue – think of Indiana Jones swinging on his whip, Saving Private
Ryan, or even Toy Story. We love stories of improbable overcoming and redemption such as Les
Miserables, Rudy, Rocky (probably not past Rocky 2!), and The Lord of the Rings trilogy. Perhaps
most of all, we, as a culture, adore love stories. Romeo and Juliet, Gone with the Wind, Pillars of
the Earth, Pride and Prejudice. In fact, you can hardly find an adventure or action film that doesn’t
also have a love story woven into it.
We love stories. Have you ever stopped to wonder why?

A Celebrating Community of the Episcopal Church

In his short work, Epic, author John Eldridge writes,
“Christianity, in its true form, tells us that there is an Author and that he is good, the essence of
all that is good and beautiful and true, for he is the source of all these things. It tells us that he
has set our hearts’ longings within us, for he has made us to live in an Epic. It warns us that
the truth is always in danger of being twisted and corrupted and stolen from us because there is
a Villain in the Story who hates our hearts and wants to destroy us. It calls us up into a Story
that is truer and deeper than any other, and assures us that there we will find the meaning of
our lives.”
We love stories because we were made to be a part of THE Story, God’s great Story of Rescue
and Redemption and Love poured out for us by God in Jesus Christ.
During the Adult Education hour on November 2nd, I’ll be sharing my story. I hope you’ll join us. In
the coming weeks, I’ll be listening to your stories. I hope you’ll share.
I am excited to begin this new adventure with you, and I am looking forward to telling over and over
again the great story of God’s daring, loving, victorious, redemptive Rescue at the Church of the
Holy Cross.
God Bless You! I’ll see you soon!
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes
Interim Rector

ANNUAL PARISH
ELECTIONS
MEETING & POTLUCK
Sunday, November 2nd

DEDICATION OF OUR NEW ORGAN
A service of Evening Prayer and Special Music to
dedicate our new organ will take place on Sunday,
November 9th at 4:00pm. A reception will follow the
service in the Genesis Room. Please make plans to
attend!

IT’S TWINS!

Tuesday Morning Book & Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Book and Bible Study group
meets each Tuesday at 10:00am (give or take a few
minutes!) in the Genesis Room. Our study is either
the Bible, or books about the Bible. We begin with
prayers for those on the Sunday bulletin’s prayer list, including any
others whom we would like to add. There is no homework. There is
camaraderie and humor – and we always leave knowing just a bit
more about the Bible. Then, to put the frosting on the cake, many
go on to lunch to continue the fellowship.
This group has been meeting, rain, shine or SNOW, since Advent of
1998. Sometimes there have been as few as three or four; at other
times we have had as many as eighteen. We come as we are able,
and always welcome newcomers. If you have never attended, and
are free on Tuesday mornings at 10:00am, why not join us? If you
have not been there for some time, come on back! Oh! The Good
Lord willin’ and we finish the current book, we will be starting a new
book in November!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
Wednesday morning Healing Eucharists
will begin again on
Wednesday, December 3rd at 11:00am.

COME ONE, COME ALL!
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Olivia Hill
Jon Williamson
Dawson Atkinson
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Molly Gossage
Jack Wood
Mary Brooks Browne
Tommy Smith
Greg Mize
Bailey Hill
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Braegan Banaszek
Jesse Sierke
Katie Amberson
David Parrish
Christian Smith
June McKaig
Bill Perry
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Please inform the church office
if your name does not appear
in the month of your birthday.

Good news from Summerville, South Carolina, from
former communicants, Shane and Andrea Pair. They
are announcing the arrival of twin girls, Lucy Joan, five
pounds eleven ounces; and Judy Nell, six pounds three
ounces. Big brother, Max, is happy to have new
playmates. Grandparents are Sharon and Jim Morse
and great-grandmother, Bobbi Rush.

Thank you to everyone who donated juice boxes
in September and bar soap in October. In the
future, we'll continue to identify needed items
for the guests of TEAM.
For the remainder of the year, our group of moms and kids will work
closely with the Angel Tree Project. Please be on the lookout for
further information and opportunities to help those in need in our
community.
This month, we'll have our meeting on Wednesday evening, November
12th, from 6:00-7:30pm. If you are a mother of young children, please
join us! Dinner and childcare are provided.

Thank you so much to those
who were able to get their pictures
taken for the church directory.
If you missed the photo sessions,
but still would like to get your
picture made, you can make
appointments at another church
location. The photo needs to be
taken by November 8th, because
we aim to have the directory
finished by the end of the year.
To make an appointment, please
call 1-866-756-0281. If you are
unable to do this, please contact
Bob Peterson or Elaine TindillRohr to submit a photo.

ADVENT WOMEN’S
MINISTRY (AWM)

T.E.A.M. “Reaps the Harvest”
Thanks to our Holy Cross gardeners, TEAM has been on the
receiving end of some of our fresh produce. Two to three times
each month, we have been blessed to be able to “give of our
bounty.” Truly, our garden workers are to be thanked for their
devotion to this outreach project. It has to be a labor of love
because gardening is hard work!

Hosts a Fall Coffee
with speaker Julie Sparkman
Friday, November 14th
7:00am and 9:30am
Go to AdventBirmingham.org
for more info

The Bible Challenge
November Readings
(From November 1-30)
Day 244 – Jeremiah 10-12, Psalm 50, Hebrews 6
Day 245 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud
in church

MOTHERS’ MISSION & MINISTRY GROUP

UPDATE

Day 246 – Jeremiah 13-15, Psalm 51, Hebrews 7
Day 247 – Jeremiah 16-18, Psalm 52, Hebrews 8
Day 248 – Jeremiah 19-21, Psalm 53, Hebrews 9
Day 249 – Jeremiah 22-24, Psalm 54, Hebrews 10
Day 250 – Jeremiah 25-27, Psalm 55, Hebrews 11
Day 251 – Jeremiah 28-30, Psalm 56, Hebrews 12
Day 252– Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church
Day 253 – Jeremiah 31-33, Psalm 57, Hebrews 13
Day 254 – Jeremiah 34-35, Psalm 58, James 1
Day 255 – Jeremiah 36-38, Psalm 59, James 2
Day 256 – Jeremiah 39-41, Psalm 60, James 3
Day 257 – Jeremiah 42-43, Psalm 61, James 4
Day 258 – Jeremiah 44-45, Psalm 62, James 5
Day 259 – Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church

Day 260 – Jeremiah 46-47, Psalm 63, I Peter 1
Day 261 – Jeremiah 48-49, Psalm 64, I Peter 2
Day 262 – Jeremiah 50-51, Psalm 65, I Peter 3
Day 263 – Jeremiah 52, Psalm 66, I Peter 4
Day 264 – Lamentations 1-2, Psalm 67, I Peter 5
Day 265 – Lamentations 3-4, Psalm 68, II Peter 1
Day 266– Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church
Day 267 – Lamentations 5, Psalm 69, II Peter 2
Day 268 – Ezekiel 1-2, Psalm 70, II Peter 3
Day 269 – Ezekiel 3-4, Psalm 71, I John 1
Day 270 – Ezekiel 5-6, Psalm 72, I John 2
Day 271 – Ezekiel 7-8, Psalm 73, I John 3
Day 272 – Ezekiel 9-10, Psalm 74, I John 4
Day 273– Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in church

Suggestion Box: It is here! In the narthex! Please take advantage of this
opportunity to let your Vestry know of any suggestions or ideas that you
think would benefit Holy Cross. To be considered, suggestion forms must
be signed. Thank you. The Communication Ministry.

Vestry Meeting: This month’s Vestry meeting will be held Tuesday,
November 11th at 6:00pm.
Angel Tree: If you are interested in participating in the Holy Cross
Angel Tree project, please contact Heather Johnson (568-0093) or
Anne Mize (249-1188).
Attention Ladies: Just a little reminder to blot your lipstick before
drinking from the Chalice. If you take wine by Intinction (dipping),
blotting is, of course, unnecessary. The ones who launder the altar
linens will be very appreciative. Thank you.

Mary and Martha of Bethany Guild

Dean Pearson
Coming to Holy Cross
On Sunday, November 16th, we will
welcome The Very Rev. Andrew Pearson,
Dean of the Cathedral Church of the
Advent, to the Church of the Holy Cross.
Dean Pearson will preach and celebrate
at both services. Don’t miss any part of
this big day at Holy Cross!

CHILI’S Ladies, Please Note! This month’s
Ladies’ Night Out has a day and date
change! “Thanks” to Thanksgiving,
the meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 18th. We will be eating
at Chili’s, located in the Target parking
lot, at 6:30pm. For more information,
please call Karen Bain at 612-9833.

The regular monthly
meeting of the ECW Mary
and Martha of Bethany
Guild, will be held on
Wednesday, November
19th at 11:30am. We will
be making plans for our
Christmas celebration and for projects in 2015.
All of the ladies of the church are invited to
attend. If you haven't been to one of our
meetings, you will find them to be an excellent
place to meet and get to know more of the
ladies in our church and have fun in the
process.

Trussville Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 23
6:00pm
First Baptist Church
Speaker: Pastor James Dickson
Non-perishable food items will be collected for TEAM.
An offering for the Trussville Fire Department’s
Christmas for Kids.

SR. W ARDEN’S CORNER
“And when there was much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them, Men and brethren, you know that a good
while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.
So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did us, and made
no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.” Acts 15:7-9
“FAITH.” How do you describe faith? Is it the little voice inside you, or is it a feeling you have that drives you to
believe? What is it that makes you feel an undeniable desire to believe and follow a path unknown? Is it a
feeling of God’s presence that makes you have faith and believe? Let me share with you what I believe faith is.
Love is that innermost sacred feeling I have for God and his beloved son, Jesus Christ. His sacrifice of love and
mercy goes way beyond my imagination. I could not even begin to think about sacrificing my own flesh and
blood for all the other people in the world, people I don’t even know. To even think about loving people who
continually disobey the laws, hurt their neighbors, or destroy a sacred ground to gain power over others
is beyond my understanding.
The one thing I do know to be true is that faith is something you cannot touch, smell or taste; but you can see it
in your neighbor’s acts of faith. You can hear it in their voice of praise and thanksgiving. You can feel it when
someone reaches out to you in good faith to help a stranger.
“I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND OF ALL
THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE…”
FAITH is something visible and invisible. It is what keeps me going even when I feel sad, lost, happy, or joyful.
It is the one thing that I believe keeps us strong throughout our daily lives. Having faith is what I need in my life,
because it is my faith that keeps me a humble servant of the Lord.
Deanna Booth
Sr. Warden

Trunk or Treat/Holy Ghost Weenie Roast at Holy Cross

Vestry Meeting Highlights
October 21, 2014
The Vestry met for its monthly meeting October 21, 2014.
The Rev. Canon Joe Gibbes led the Vestry in Evening Prayer, Rite I in the Nave.
Financial Report: The Financial Report was presented by our Treasurer, Anne Mize. General Fund:
Pledge receipts for the month of September are at 60% of actual amount pledged. Plate amounts have
increased but are still under budget. Discussion of the Prickett estate distribution of $2,400 was tabled
until a future Vestry meeting. Canon Gibbes requested that the Treasurer’s report be moved to the end
of the Vestry meeting.

MINISTRY REPORTS
Christian Education/Nursery: The Christmas Pageant will be traditional—telling the story as it is
written in Luke. There will also be a “Happy Birthday, Jesus” family party. Donna Madison, Deanna
Booth, and Anne Amick will be on a committee to meet with Canon Gibbes to plan the Christmas
Pageant.
Communications/Office: Via the Narthex Suggestion Box, Gloria Smith suggested that Holy Cross
present a crash course in car maintenance for parishioners and the public; a representative of a car
repair service would be available so that participants might talk competently with a mechanic. Such a
program would be an outreach opportunity. Details must be worked out. Donna Madison revisited the
suggestion of a financial responsibility program. Canon Gibbes has participated in the Dave Ramsey
program and stated that this financial responsibility program is a great outreach opportunity. Also
through the Narthex Suggestion Box, Gloria Smith suggested instead of leaving flowers in the
sanctuary until Wednesday that the flowers be taken to a shut-in parishioner or a nursing home. A
discussion of present flower fund operations ensued—it was suggested that a committee meet to
discuss restructuring the flower fund. Alyce Daniel will assist with organizing sponsorships to fund the
flowers on the altar. A thank-you was expressed to Elaine Tindill-Rohr and Bob Peterson for
coordinating efforts to produce an up-to-date pictorial parish directory. Elaine reported that 30-40
families had pictures made during October 16th-18th appointment times. Those who did not have
pictures made may either submit pictures or attend the company’s upcoming appointment times at
another church. A reminder will be placed in the bulletin. Canon Gibbes reported that nine out of ten
people look at the church website when looking for a church—he requested permission to restructure
the website.
Evangelism/New Members: Mike Rohr reported that he expects the rector search process to take one
and a half to two years. Mike is trying to have an inclusive committee with a cross-section of members
from both services: Tom Mitchell, Greg Mize, Gloria Smith, Sue Peterson, Camille Turner, Matt Morris,
and Fran Bramblette are present Search Committee members. Several members are to be added—
such as a member of the youth. Canon Joe Gibbes requested a one-year interim term as a minimum
time to serve as our interim priest.
EYC: Hannah Kelly and EYC have agreed to participate in the Trunk-or-Treat. Hannah Kelly will meet
with Canon Gibbes.
Hospitality/Parish Life: There will be a welcome for the Gibbes family on November 2nd. A reception is
set for November 9th, to celebrate the dedication of the organ at a 4:00pm Choral Evening Prayer
service.

Outreach: Filed by report. The Holy Cross Garden needs a workday to put the garden to bed for the
winter—clear out dead produce and, after the first freeze, plant rye grass—maybe around the fall
clean-up day. Canon Gibbes announced that the Rev. Bill Beers from Food for the Poor will be present
November 16th and requested that we give $1,000 to Food for the Poor. A motion was made,
seconded and passed unanimously. Canon Gibbes stressed that the church needs to set the example
to share sacrificially. Dean Andrew Pearson from the Cathedral Church of the Advent will deliver the
sermon on November 16th.
Pastoral Care: No pending business. Charlotte Scarborough, who is in charge of the Pastoral Care
Ministry, will be meeting with Canon Gibbes.
Stewardship: This is the last week of stewardship. Blessing of the cards will be on November 2nd.
Canon Gibbes offered to give a Stewardship sermon on November 9th.
Worship/Music/Choir: The organ dedication is set for 4:00pm, November 9th; a reception will follow the
celebration. The service will be a Choral Evening Prayer service, and Joanne Carnes will invite the
Prickett family to join Holy Cross for the service and reception. The choir is working on music for
“Lessons and Carols” for Sunday, November 30th.
Senior Warden: Deanna Booth filed her report by title. Points of interest: Deanna Booth and David
Kelly met with Canon Gibbes on the Letter of Agreement. Canon Gibbes will provide pastoral care on
Tuesdays, be in the office on Wednesdays, and conduct two services on Sundays. He will attend
Vestry meetings and other church functions. He will conduct worship services three Sundays each
month, and the Cathedral Church of the Advent will provide another canon to lead worship on the
fourth Sunday. Discussion ensued about the 11:00am Healing Service on Wednesdays and the hope
is that the service will begin again for Advent. Sunday, November 2nd will be the Parish Potluck &
Annual Meeting; the parish will be electing three new Vestry members and three Diocesan Convention
representatives at that time. Presently, three candidates have agreed to be nominated for the coming
Vestry election: Heather Johnson, Karen Mann, and Mac McQueen. Two candidates, Jesse and Stef
Sierke, have agreed to be nominated to serve as Diocesan Convention representatives. Heather
Johnson and Anne Mize have agreed to organize the Angel Tree Program this year with Deanna
Booth providing all materials, information, and assistance as needed.
Junior Warden: David Kelly submitted his report by title and reported that a fall clean-up day will be
scheduled after most of the leaves have fallen.
Rector’s Time: Canon Gibbes spoke to the Vestry concerning Healthy Vestry Practices. He
emphasized that the Vestry provides Spiritual lay leadership for the church. Canon Gibbes suggested
a meeting on the first Saturday morning in December with all Vestry members, including the newly
elected members. He emphasized the need for healthy discussions and the need to bestow trust on
one another. Canon Gibbes emphasized that Vestry members have the following responsibilities: To
be in church every Sunday; to attend every event possible, including Sunday school; to attend every
Vestry meeting; to give sacrificially--moving towards a tithe; to pray every day for this church, her
members, Canon Gibbes and each Vestry member by name. Finally, Vestry members have the
responsibility to grow in Christ and to speak their mind in Vestry meetings. In addition Canon Gibbes
discussed other healthy Vestry practices and stated that, “As the Vestry goes, so goes the church.”
Other Business:
A. Deanna Booth will give a copy of the Parish Survey to Canon Gibbes.
B. Prickett Mission and Ministry Project Update: Ministry projects will be discussed at a future
Vestry meeting.
C. The next Vestry meeting will be on Tuesday, November 11th at 6:00pm.

