
ANNUAL REPORTS TO CONVENTION 2014 

 

 

Adult Education Program Group – John Hurlburt (no report) 

Anti-Racism Committee – Judith Conley (no report) 

Archivist/Historiographer – Sharon Graves 

Arizona Cursillo – Kurt Gruenberg (no report) 

Border, Immigration & Migration program Group – Leah Sandwell-Weiss 

Chapel Rock Camp & Conference Center – Kelly Wood 

Chaplain to Retired Clergy – David Pettengill 

Commission on Ministry – Luisa Bonillas 

Deacon’s Council – Veronica Ritson 

Diocesan Altar Guild – Constance Castillo 

Diocesan Council – Lois Crosland 

Disability Concerns Program Group – Leanne Murrillo 

Education for Ministry – Bruce White 

Episcopal Community Services Program Group & Jubilee Ministry – Pauline Hechler 

Hispanic/Latino Ministry Program Group – Carmen Guerrero/ Martir Vasquez (no report) 

Millennium Development Goals – Myra Kingsley 

Mission Share Rebate Report 

Native American Program Group – Dorothy Saucedo/Vivian Winter Chaser 

Nature & Spirituality Program Group – Kim Crecca 

Necrology – David Pettengill/Sharon Graves 

Partnership Report 

St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic – Vicki Fitzsimmons 

Standing Committee – Judith Conley (no report) 

Treasurer & Finance – Jack Colaric/Vicki Hohnbaum 

World Mission/Companion Diocese Program Group – Chuck Milhoan 

 

 

 

 

 



     
 2014 Episcopal Diocese of Arizona Adult Education 
 

Christian formation is the lifelong process of growing in our 

relationship with God, self, others, and all creation. Every experience 

in our lives can provide us with the opportunity to express our faith; 

the challenge we face is recognizing these opportunities and learning 

ways to live a sometimes countercultural life in a secular world.  

USEFUL LINKS:  

Lifelong Ministries blog 

http://episcolifelong.org/ 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY:  

http://library.episcopalchurch.org/office/adult-formation-lifelong-

learning 

http://library.episcopalchurch.org/document/final-report-general-

convention-offi... 

 

DOCUMENTS FOR DOWNLOAD 

Charter for Lifelong Christian Formation 

 

Recommended reading for small group discussion: 

 

The Original King James version of the Holy Bible 

 

Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening  

by Cynthia Bourgeaut 

 

The Tao of Physics (35th anniversary edition) 

By Fritjof Capra 

 

CONTACTS: Ruth-Ann Collins, officer for Adult Formation and 

Lifelong Learning, John Hurlburt, Convener for Adult Education  

 

http://episcolifelong.org/
http://library.episcopalchurch.org/office/adult-formation-lifelong-learning
http://library.episcopalchurch.org/office/adult-formation-lifelong-learning
http://library.episcopalchurch.org/document/final-report-general-convention-official-youth-presence-general-convention-childrens-progra
http://library.episcopalchurch.org/document/final-report-general-convention-official-youth-presence-general-convention-childrens-progra
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/sites/default/files/downloads/formationcharter_8.5x11_f.pdf
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/contact-staff/?nid=187


Archivist/Historiographer Report to Convention 2014 

 

 

We are continuing to work on organizing the volumes of files and historical 

documents here at the Diocesan Archives. We are running out of room for 

storage and are getting ready to log items in a database and transfer the 

actual files to a storage facility at Iron Mountain.  These are documents we must 

keep “forever” but rarely need to access. All information regarding present and 

previous clergy will remain at this location. 

 

Also, we will retain information regarding churches that have closed in case 

someone needs baptismal or confirmation information, etc. 

 

I often receive requests for historical information from churches that are doing a 

history of their church and hope that we may have something here that wasn’t 

kept by the church or may have been lost or destroyed for some reason. 

Happily, we occasionally come up with just what is missing. 

 

If your church is working on such a project let me know if I can be of help in 

finding that special tidbit that you may need. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon K. Graves 

Administrative Assistant & 

Diocesan Archivist/Historiographer 

 



Border, Immigration & Migration Program Group Annual Report 
2014 

 
The Border, Immigration & Migration Program Group spent the year attempting to re-establish 
itself. The Convener met and spoke with The Reverend Ernie Galaz, Rector, St Andrews, 
Nogales, and The Reverend Richard Aguilar, Vicar, St Stephen’s, Douglas, & St John’s, Bisbee, 
several times over the course of the year. She sent a letter to Bishop Smith in early June with 
some recommendations concerning how to “kickstart” the group. The primary request was to 
have a Program Group Summit with interested clergy and lay members to discuss the mission 
and role of the program group. Stay tuned for more information on this event in 2015. 
 
The main issue we worked on this year dealt with the influx of unaccompanied minors and 
women with children who came to this country over the summer. Many folks contacted the 
Diocese and the Convener about they could do to help. The Convener worked with several 
organizations and churches as well as Rev. Galaz & Rev. Aguilar to spread the word about what 
was really going on and what could be done. The three of us and others in the Diocese 
participated in conference calls with the Bishop and other organizations to clarify our 
responses. We also dealt with press inquiries and worked with interfaith organizations. 
 
Bishop Smith wrote about the situation in an E-pistle, Immigration Crisis Update, July 25, 2014, 
available at http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166660. The Convener wrote an 
update piece a few weeks later, Immigrant Needs Continue, August 15, 2014, available at 
http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166962. This piece focused on the short and 
long-term opportunities to learn about the issues involved in the refugee/immigration and to 
get involved. Rev. Aguilar also wrote a very useful piece, 10 Ways to Respond to the Border 
Crisis, August 1, 2014, available at http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166754.  
 
 
Rev. Leah Sandwell-Weiss 
Deacon, St Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
Convener, Border, Immigration & Migration Program Group 

http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166660
http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166962
http://www.azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3166754


Chapel Rock Report for the 2014 Convention Journal 
 

Chapel Rock has had a very busy and productive year.  With the gracious support of 

the Diocese many improvements are in the works, summer camp programs were added, 

interest in the Aspen Creek Outdoor School, our science camp program, is gaining popularity 

and the challenge course program has already exceeded last years total revenue.  The Chapel 

Rock team is eager and prepared to serve. 

 We are very excited to announce that the landscape and building upgrades to the 

challenge course area have been completed.  Chapel Rock now has a multipurpose grass field 

that is over 10,000 square feet and an open air, 575 square foot pavilion.  The pavilion offers 

groups the opportunity to meet outdoors in virtually any weather condition and provides a 

professional setting for our facilitators to stage the ropes course adventure.  The grass field 

enhances the over all look of the area as well as gives us the opportunity to serve different 

types of groups.  Recreation times at summer camp will have a completely different feel as 

our campers will be able to duck out of the sun in the pavilion, grab a fresh drink of water 

from our new drinking fountain and run around freely in a beautiful grassy setting. 

This year’s summer camp saw a total of 428 campers in various programs.  Chapel 

Rock introduced a new program titled L.E.A.D. which stands for Leadership Empowerment 

and Discipleship.  The program was service oriented in nature and participants were guided 

through spiritual workshops led by Jesse Villegas and Melissa Fernandez.  The focus of the 

program is to build strong spiritual leaders that will hopefully return as summer camp 

counselors ready to serve our future campers.  The W.I.L.D. or Wilderness Introduction to 

Leadership Development program which runs simultaneously with Jr. High and Sr. High 

Camp and Children’s Camp had 32 high school campers enrolled.  The goal of the W.I.L.D. 

program is to produce excellent future counselors and leaders.  ABC and Minicamp enrolled 

36 campers for 3 night stays at the beginning of children’s camp.  It’s wonderful to see the 

young campers begin their journey at Chapel Rock Summer Camp through this program. 

After 8 summers Mrs. Nancy Shumaker resigned shortly after this past summer camp 

season.  During her time at Chapel Rock, over 2000 campers came through her program.  She 

touched many of our campers’ lives and helped them learn about Jesus’ love.  We are sad to 

see her go, but are excited to begin a new adventure with Jana Sundin the newly appointed 

Director of Children’s Ministries. 

The support of the Diocese was instrumental in carrying out the summer camp 

mission.  Over $8,000 was contributed directly to the camp through donations from parishes 

and individual members of the Episcopal congregation.  Many parishes paid in full the tuition 

for their campers. Thank you for your support! 

Since 2012, the Aspen Creek Outdoor School has increased the number of schools 

served from 20 to 35 or 75% over the same period.  This elementary science camp program 

alone accounts for nearly half of the people Chapel Rock serves throughout the year; roughly 

4500.   

Lance Moody has joined our team on a full time basis.  Lance has an extensive skill 

set in construction, carpentry and people skills.  He is currently remodeling half of the Ranch 

dorm to serve as intern housing and has made many critical improvements to the grounds and 

drainage systems which have helped preserve our buildings.  Lance previously worked part 

time on the ropes course but is now our full time maintenance manager. 

This is an amazing time of year to visit Chapel Rock. We would be happy to serve 

you and your parish on any level throughout the coming year!   



CHAPLAIN FOR THE RETIRED CLERGY AND SPOUSES REPORT FOR 2014

Activity for this year revolved around producing 290 Birth Anniversary cards, 99 Wedding Anniversary
cards, folding and delivering them to Mrs. Jean Barnhill, who has addressed and mailed out our cards for
the past 12 years.

Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Kirk S. Smith, provide a dinner at the University Club in Phoenix, in an attempt
to draw more of the retirees out. The turnout was about the same as when the coffees and lunches
were provided. The difference made, was that fewer overall were involved, in that Tucson area had no
event. The event for the Tucson area is planned foe April 24, 2015.

The Rev. Dr. Joseph King, my wife Lois and I traveled in September to Seattle for the annual Provincial
gathering of Chaplains to the Retired.

We were provided with excellent speakers on subjects ranging from an update on the purpose and
restructuring of the Church Pension Group, retirement and resilience, chaplain program review, pension
guidelines for retires, identity, discernment and vocation, and planning for the future.

Reports from Province VIII chaplains were provide for all attendees to inspire and inform. Some of the
ideas in these reports may be worth pursuing in our diocese.

Respectfully submitted,

The Rev. Canon David E. Pettengill, D.D.



2013-2014 Commission 0n Ministry Annual Report to Convention 
 
The Commission on Ministry (COM) is made up of priests, deacons, and lay members of 
our diocese. Members of the COM are appointed by Bishop Kirk Smith and they serve 
on the commission to assist and advise the Bishop on decisions in discernment and 
formation for ministry. 
 
The COM works with Parish Discernment Committees to train individual committees. 
COM members serve as shepherds to people in discernment and formation. COM hosts 
a yearly Holy Orders Day of Discernment and Information in May and interviews people 
in discernment throughout the year.  
 
The following are the 2013-2014 milestones: 
 
Bishop Smith ordained Rev. Elizabeth Blunt and Rev. Wayne Whitney to the Priesthood. 
 
Bishop Smith ordained Linda Hutson, Christopher Ledyard, Deirdre Moulinier, and 
Charles Sowinski to the Vocational Diaconate.  
 
Transitional Deacon John Christopher will be ordained to the priesthood on October 11, 
2014. 
 
Transitional Deacon Kenn Katona continues in formation. 
 
Bishop Smith ordained Debora Adinolfi, Anne Ellsworth, Anne Christine Seaton, Chad 
Sundin, and Julie Williams to the Transitional Diaconate. 
 
Priest Postulants Debora Adinolfi, Anne Ellsworth, Chad Sundin, and Julie Williams 
were advanced to Candidacy. 
 
Deacon Postulants Michael Douglas, Emmanuel Bola Oluloro, and David Smith were 
advanced to Candidacy. 
 
Sandra Chilese and Pamela Hyde are Second-year Postulants to the Priesthood. 
 
Debora Adinolfi and Timothy Watt were named Postulants to the Priesthood.  
 
Cathleen Carlton, Kim Crecca, Mike Garcia, and Christine Witbeck were named 
Postulants to the Vocational Diaconate. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Luisa E. Bonillas, Ph.D. 
COM Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

DEACONS’ COUNCIL 
Annual Report 2014 

 
 

The Deacons’ Council is a working advisory group for the Bishop and Archdeacon in all areas related to the “health 
and well-being” of the Vocational Diaconate within the diocese.   
 

The work of the council since November 2013: 
 

 Monitor the formation progression of Deacons-in-Formation (Vocational): 
 

 A total of nine [5 Transitional and 4 Vocational] were ordained in June 2014 
 Three postulants were named as Candidates in April 2014.  These Candidates are being prepared 

for, a “God Willing” ordination in June 2015. 
 Four were named Postulants in March 2014. 

 

 Council members in action with Deacons-in-Formation (DiF): 
 

 Martha Seaman:  Conduct the four (4) month Postulancy formation program 
 Bill Rhodes+:  Teaching Church Theology and Ethics in the Candidacy formation program; and, is 

the celebrant for the Eucharist of formation retreats. 
 Tom Lindell: Review written reflections of independent readings by the Deacon candidates. 
 Kimball Arnold:  Connecting with deacons in rural areas via email; for support and prayer 
 Cathy Stafford: Co-facilitating post-ordination and “Community Support” sessions 
 Robin Hollis & Pam Clark: Advisors for the upcoming structured “mentor” program 

 

 During this past year, the council met two times (February and June), in full; with numerous sub-
committee meetings.  Items for advisement,  covered and/or resolved, included: 

 

o Advising Bishop Smith on the content of his pastoral letter – “The Diaconate in the Diocese of 
Arizona for the 21sth Century” 

o Outlining the content for the June 6th the E-pistle by the Archdeacon – “An Odd Lot” 
o Outlining the content for an article in the October issue of the AZ Episcopalian by the Archdeacon – 

“Being a Bridge into the World” 
o Identifying a theme for the AZ Deacons  – “Making a DIFference” 
o Starting to identifying usages with ChurchNext ® for online learning; both in formation and 

Diaconate continuing education. 
o Finding ways to incorporate/invite the AZ Community-of-Deacons into the wider Diaconate 

community – attending Province VIII assembly in Vancouver WA 
o Starting to outline a handbook for the AZ Diaconate 
 

 

Report submitted by: 

  
Archdeacon and Director of the Deacon Formation Academy 
 

The council’s membership includes: 
 

Kirk Smith, Bishop ● Veronica Ritson, Archdeacon ● Tom Lindell, Deacon – Southern Region 
Martha Seaman, Deacon – Central Region ● Robin Hollis, Deacon – Central Region 

Kimball Arnold, Deacon – Outlying/Rural Regions ● William Rhodes, Priest Representative 
Cathy Stafford, Lay Representative ● Pamela Clark, Lay Representative 



                          

  2014 ANNUAL REPORT – DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD 
 
Spring 2014 area meetings were held at The Church of the Advent, Sun City West; 
Grace-St. Paul’s, Tucson; and St. Luke’s, Prescott. The altar guild program, “The 
NAGA 2015 Triennial: Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How” was presented by 
a panel composed of altar guild members Phyllis Hokanson (St. Barnabas, 
Scottsdale), Karen Miller and Connie Castillo (All Saints of the Desert, Sun City), and 
Colin Smith (St. John the Baptist, Glendale). A power point presentation designed by 
Colin illustrated the program. 
 
The Bishop’s closet, Diocesan Altar Guild’s primary ministry, disbursed many items 
to a number of parishes and individuals during.  My thanks to those parishes that 
donate to the Closet and enable this ministry to meet others’ needs. I continue to 
maintain a current inventory of the Closet’s contents and periodically distribute it 
around the diocese. Churches in South Dakota (Native American), the Sudan and 
Sierra Leone also received assistance from the Closet ministry. 
 
Diocesan Altar Guild provides a red stole for each Deacon ordained in the diocese. 
Dolly Forbes and Gretchen Gottschalk make each stole by hand, and we are most 
grateful for their dedicated service. 
 
Other activities in which I participated during the year: 

 Set up and “manned” the DAG exhibition at the 2013 diocesan convention; 
 Attended the 2014 National Altar Guild Association Board meeting at Camp 

Allen, Texas; 
 Presented a program about working with altar guilds as part of a pre-

ordination program for candidates to the diaconate; 
 Visited altar guilds at St. Luke’s at the Mountain, Phoenix, and All Saints, 

Safford; 
 Represented Province VIII Altar Guild at the May meeting of Province VIII’s 

ECW in Las Vegas;  
 Served as program chair for the Province VIII altar guild meeting held in 

September at the Franciscan Renewal Center, Paradise Valley; 
 Maintained the informational email network among the diocese’s altar guilds 

and clergy; 
 Attended diocesan ECW board meetings and the annual meeting as DAG 

representative; 
 Contributed articles on AZDAG activities to both the diocese’s ECW and 

NAGA’s newsletters. 
 
It is a privilege to work with Bishop Smith, the Diocesan House Staff, and the clergy 
and altar guilds of the Diocese. I appreciate their interest, support, encouragement, 
and sense of humor that makes my DAG ministry a joy. 

 
Respectfully submitted, Constance B. Castillo-Directress 



Diocesan Council  
2014 Annual Report 

 
The Diocesan Council met six times this year beginning in November 2013 when the newly elected council 
members were welcomed. 
 
During the year the council meetings had full agendas and were very productive.  The council addressed the 
following resolutions:     

 Approved the Congregational Support Committees reports for St. Stephen’s, Sierra Vista, St. Augustine’s, 
Tempe and Church of the Apostles, Oro Valley. 

 Accepted the Amendment to the Lease Agreement with Creciendo Unidos at San Pablo, Phoenix. 

 Accepted the request to purchase the buildings at Modular Solutions by World Alive Christian Center. 

 Several years ago we transferred St. David’s property in Page to the Diocese of Utah and retained a small 
strip of land a few blocks away (.15 acre).  We approved the transfer of the remaining small strip property 
to the Diocese of Utah.   

 We approved the Housing Resolution for 2014 for Clergy. 

 Approved the St. Alban’s Wickenburg request to purchase new heating/air conditioning units and 
thermostats for the entire sanctuary. 

 Approved New Policy on Limitations on Serving in Lay Leadership Roles. 

 Approved the Crisis Communication Policy. 

 Approved the Chapel Rock Project Fund B Loan for the Chapel Rock Field Project. 

 We accepted the proposal to purchase land at Morrison Ranch in Gilbert to be used as a new church plant 
in the East Valley with part of the proceeds from the sale of the Chandler land. 

 Approved the Corporate Resolution for the Church of the Apostles, Oro Valley to establish bank accounts 
with Commerce Bank and that the current signature cards on file are authorized to execute any and all 
documents necessary to effect the establishment of the accounts.     

 Approved an update to the Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy which requires all church personnel 
whether paid or unpaid (clergy, decision makers and staff) to take the training.   

 Authorized to sign a letter of intent for the Campus Ministry at NAU to purchase property in Flagstaff for 
the NAU Canterbury. 

 Approved the Conveyance of St. Paul’s, Payson property from the Diocese to the Parish.  

 Approved the Conveyance of Church of Our Saviour, Lakeside property from the Diocese to the Parish. 

 Approved the Resolution to purchase property in Flagstaff for the NAU Campus Ministry. 

 Approved the request to increase the registration fees for Diocesan Convention from $43 to $49 and for 
the dinner from $37 to $39. 

 Approved the Credit Card Resolution for authorized signors on the Diocesan Credit Card through the 
United Methods Federal Credit Union. 

 Approved the request to remodel Dio House add new offices, security and make more energy efficient.    

 Reviews and approved the Draft 2015 Financial Statement of Mission  

 Reviewed and approved the Proposed 2015 Budget 

 Reviewed and approved the Preliminary Order of Business for the 54
th

 Diocesan Convention. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Lois Crosland 
Secretary to Convention 
 
 
 
 



 1 
 

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ARIZONA 
PROGRAM GROUP ON DISABILITY CONCERNS 

Annual Report 2014 
 
 
 

In its seventh year of operation, the Program Group on Disability Concerns of the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 
has a steering committee of eleven members. Eight members have a disability themselves. Several members have a 
person in their family who has a disability. Some members have worked professionally or serve as volunteers 
working with people with disabilities in the community. Five members are lay persons; six are ordained.  
 

The group continues to be guided by the vision statement affirmed by the Diocese of Arizona in its 2008 diocesan 
convention: 
 

The universal call to holiness leads us to recognize that the Body of Christ is not whole when some 
members are not invited to full participation; therefore we envision that every person with disabilities will 
experience full inclusion in the parishes, missions, church properties and programs of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona.  

 

Highlights of this year’s activities in which one or more members participated:                                                                                                               

 Responding individually or with a team of requests from congregations for help on such matters as assistive 
listening devices (e.g., audio loops, infra-red systems) and starting a parish disability concerns group.   

 Developing and conducting disability awareness sessions at various Episcopal churches in the diocese. 

 Adding materials to the diocesan office mini-library on accessibility and other disability concerns.  

 Staffing an exhibit table at diocesan convention with disability-related materials. 

 Updating each member’s “Response Kit” developed in the first year for replying to information inquiries 
from congregations. 

 Maintaining contact with our informal partners [e.g., Pam Baldwin of Joni and Friends, staff responsible for 
disability concerns in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix,  Nick Martrain of the Foundation for Senior 
Living (Leader, Senior Care Resources for Faith Communities.) Established a deaf ministry program at St. 
Phillips in the Hills. 

 Established a disability concerns group at All Saints of the Desert, Sun City. 

 Established a disability concerns group on mental illness at St. Phillips in the Hills, Tucson. 

 Continued the Accessibility Mini-Grant Program, sending each church an “invitation and application,” 
publicizing the program, reviewing applications, selecting a churches to receive an accessibility mini-grant, 
and announcing and making the awards at diocesan convention. 

 Preparing for new ways to reach out to the churches in Arizona through Disability Awareness workshops 
with different ministries, certain areas of the State and certain churches.  The workshops will assist churches 
in inviting full participation to every member of the parishes, mission or church properties and programs.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted                                                                                                                                          
Leanne Murrillo CTRS, Convener 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

 

Robin Wright 

President 

 

Kathleen Kitagawa 

Vice President 

 

Tom Weller 

Secretary 

 

Robert E. Withers 

Treasurer 

 

Tom Carlson 

The Rev. Scott Deasy 

The Rev. Ernie Galaz 

The Rev. Lisa Goforth  

David A. Howell 

Daniel Packard, J.D./CPA 

Christine Winger 

 

The Rt. Rev. Kirk S. Smith 

Ex-Officio 

 

Pauline Urbano Hechler 

Executive Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

114 W. Roosevelt Street, Phoenix, AZ 85003 
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  2014 Diocesan Convention Annual Report 
    September, 2014 

 

ECS is 40 years old!  And we hope you’ll celebrate with us at Convention on Saturday 

with some anniversary cake and conversation.  We have two tables in the Exhibit Hall, as 

well, one for us and one for the Jubilee Ministries in the Diocese. 

 

The Jubilee Ministries are parishes and organizations that have received a special 

designation for their outreach programs from the Episcopal Church in New York City.  

Through these ministries, the Episcopal Church seeks “to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the 

oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

 

ECS is the Jubilee Officer for the Diocese of Arizona and, as such, has the honor of 

assisting our 16 Jubilee ministries – All Saints, Safford; Bridging Arizona, Phoenix; 

Cathedral Health Services; Food for Life, Tucson; Good Shepherd of the Hills, Cave 

Creek; Grace St. Paul’s, Tucson; Imago Dei Middle School, Tucson; Interfaith 

Cooperative Ministries, Tucson; Justa Center, Phoenix; Naco Wellness Initiative, Naco, 

Sonora; St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic, Nogales; St. Andrew’s, Sedona; St. George’s, 

Holbrook; St. Mark’s, Mesa; St. Philip’s in the Hills, Tucson; and Trinity Cathedral -- in 

their work and grant writing.  Please come by our Jubilee Ministries table to learn more! 

 

My first six months (the latter half of 2013) were spent working with the Board on 

infrastructure – finishing the three-year Strategic Plan, integrating a fund raising plan,  

and putting in place policies and procedures to undergird the organization and help with 

retention of donors, our lifeblood.  This  year, we have strengthened the Board with 

several new members –  The Rev. Scott Deasy, Flagstaff; The Rev. Ernie Galaz, Nogales; 

The Rev. Lisa Goforth, Lake Havasu; David Howell, Phoenix; and Dan Packard, Phoenix 

-- adding corporate experience, geographic diversity and financial and legal expertise.  It 

is heartening to know we are attracting deep thinkers and committed activists to our 

midst. 

 

It is clear we have increased visibility, as we have doubled our database, doubled our 

contributions, and nearly doubled the number of grant requests.  I will be announcing our 

2015 Annual Grantees at Convention; our Trustees and Grants Committee were 

impressed with their scope and planning, and we are excited by the concepts presented.  

 

As we work alongside you and your parishes, we are continually refreshed and inspired 

by the work being done across the state, and thank you for your service and for letting us 

be part of it. I look forward to personal visits with many of you in the coming months. 

 

Love and peace to you all, 

 

 
Pauline Urbano Hechler 

Executive Director 

 



 

 

The Diocese of Arizona established the Diocesan Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) Committee in response to the 75th General Convention resolution that 
requested all dioceses establish a commission or similar body, which would be 
dedicated to mobilizing Episcopalians toward the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.  
 
The Diocesan MDG Committee comprised of lay and clergy from throughout the 
diocese, began meeting prior to the 2007 Arizona Diocesan Convention.  The 
Committee proposed Resolution 2-2007, which encouraged all congregations to 
move toward designating 0.7% of their income to support the international 
outreach efforts of the MDGs.   
 
The MDG Committee has accomplished the following this year: 
 

 Reviewed MDG project requests and awarded 10,660 dollars in matching 
funds for a total of $21,320 funded for projects : 

 
• Heart and Hands School Project, Haiti 
• Naissance de Maison Maternal Birthing program, Haiti 
• Zanmi Beni Orphanage (ZBMO) Cange, Haiti 

 
Funds remain for additional grant(s) for this fiscal year.  Of note, all three grants 
awarded so far this year have been to fund projects in Haiti.   At this time there 
are five known congregations that are supporting ministry efforts in Haiti through 
their time, talents, prayers and financial support.   
 
The MDG committee convened a group to “re-imagine” the committee in 
response to the pending Millennium Development Goals 2015 target end date.  
The committee is exploring the expansion of our mission to include addressing 
issues of severe poverty within our midst along with the existing international 
efforts.   
 
The Committee offers continued support for the efforts by churches throughout 
the Diocese to meet the goal of eliminating extreme poverty and advocate for 
participation by all churches and individuals in addressing the issues of poverty 
and the impact of poverty upon our communities and world.  
 
Committee members consist of: 
Judith Conley, Lucinda Mellott, Beth Carson, Rebecca Pearson, Jeff 
Leatherman, Jeff Jameson, Gloria Dayley, Martha Seaman, Barbara Stone 
 
The Reverend Myra Kingsley, Deacon (Chair) 
Diocesan MDG Committee 
myra@trinitycathedral.com 

mailto:myra@trinitycathedral.com


Mission Share Rebate Report to the 54th Diocesan Convention 
 

Benson, St Raphael in the Valley 

The Bishops Committee of St. Raphael's, Benson, voted to spit the Diocesan refund. $135.00 

was given to a Travelers Aid program run by the Benson Police Dept. They assist people 

traveling through town who find themselves stranded or in need of a little help to travel on. A 

portion of this fund was given by St. Raphael's to a traveler who contacted us and is not 

included in this total).  $615.00 was presented to the Senior Meals Program. This organization 

struggles each year to raise the required funds in order to maintain the program. They 

currently have 50 people on the waiting list.    

 

Both of these organizations were most grateful for this unexpected windfall and we felt 

blessed to help in a small way. 

 

Casa Grande, St Peter’s 

Saguaro Elementary School project involving several volunteers who help tutor, aid in 

classrooms, participate in Mayor’s Reading Program, assist with fundraisers and chaperone 

for field trips serving the 700 plus children at Saguaro, a school serving one of the poorest 

neighborhoods in Casa Grande. 

St Peter’s is located in one of the poorer areas of Casa Grande.  Three years ago, wanting to 

expand our presence in the neighborhood and to do what we could to help the children, St 

Peter’s “adopted” Saguaro Elementary School.  Many of our members are former teachers 

and school administrators so helping a school seemed like a great fit.  Also, the Elementary 

School superintendent happens to be a member of St Peter’s so he was able to put us with 

the school that has the most needs. Several members volunteered to fill different needs at 

the school.  In addition we have a back pack program where members bring donations of 

school supplies and back packs and then we assemble them into pack be grade level.  The 

first Sunday of each month is dedicated as “Outreach Sunday”.  

  

When the Mission Share Rebate started we decided that we would do what we could to 

further help the school.  After several meetings with their principal, it was decided that since 

teachers often spend money out of their own pockets to provide teaching tools for their 

classrooms, we would give each teacher a $25 gift certificate to Lakeshore Learning. 

 

Cave Creek, Good Shepherd of the Hills 

Ezekiel Vision Ministries involving Daughters of the King, Men’s Group and Hispanic 

Committee serving Hispanic children and families in Cave Creek and single senior men in the 

Cave Creek Community.  

 

This is a complex of programs, not a single program.  The program contains a tutoring ministry 

for Hispanic students; a developing Hispanic ministry in the congregation with periodic 

worship services held at Good Shepherd; a ministry serving single senior men in the Cave 

Creek area.  We have been building trust with the Hispanic community in Cave Creek, and 

are looking forward toward a long-term ministry with the community. 

 

Chandler, St Matthew’s 

Friends Club or Club De Amigo’s is a program designed to build community with neighboring 

families by providing a free, healthy lunch prepared by our youth along with activities to 



build relationships while meeting specific needs of the children who participate.  The youth 

facilitate games, activities and craft, while also offering tutoring and one on one reading 

partnerships.  This group meets on the 1st Sunday of every month for 3 hours. 

 

The Diocesan Mission Share Rebate is being used to purchase food, materials and supplies 

for games, crafts, etc. Additional costs would include, but are not limited to advertisement, 

printed flyers and signage. 

 

We are thankful to offer this ministry to neighboring families, but are also blessed to give our 

youth another opportunity to serve.  They have taken the leadership in this program which 

gives them the accountability to prepare menus, shop for food and supplies, and implement 

the overall program. 

 

Flagstaff, Church of the Epiphany 

Random Acts of Kindness [RAK] involves parish wide participation serving 4 non-profit 

organizations: Catholic Charities, North Country Health Center, Marshall Elementary School 

and Flagstaff Shelter Services. 

RAK has 3 events during the year, South in Your Mouth Dinner, Christmas Bazaar and the Chili 

Cook-Off to raise money for RAK.  In May RAK sponsors a Silent Auction and Dinner with the 

donations from the Flagstaff community and members of Epiphany.  RAL gave 9049.00 to 

each of the four non-profit organizations listed above.  

 

Glendale, St Andrews’s 

7 Circles of St. Andrew’s Labyrinth involving Leaders and small groups serving Members of the 

Parish and guests. 

 

The Labyrinth is a spiritual tool, for contemplation and meditation.  It has only one path, the 

way in is the way out. This labyrinth is a right brain task. It involves intuition, creativity, and 

imagery that will help to find the center and create a spiritual balance.  This 7 Circles will 

help to create a basic level how to focus in the journey to the center and gain 

understanding of who you are.  It is open to everyone in the community, since we invite the 

members of the parish, Sunday school children, Youth groups, Hispanic Women’s group and 

it has been a benefit to all the groups that worship at St. Andrew’s. 

 

Glendale, St John the Baptist 

Youth and Community Festival on May 3, 2014, involving support of our Vestry, ministry 

leaders and volunteers, our Youth Director, Joel Joa, serving the neighboring community. 

With the support of our Vestry, ministry leaders and volunteers, our Youth Director, Joel Joa, 

organized a fun filled festival. Promotions for the event were sent out to other supporting 

congregations and the surrounding community. 

 

 A group of 25 volunteers gathered to set up for the festivities that morning. The church’s east 

parking lot was transformed into a playground filled with inflatables, games, face painting, 

and concessions, all of which were free to the community. Approximately 200 guests 

attended.  Around 7 p.m., everyone gathered in front of the main stage and enjoyed 

additional entertainment hosted by Musicians Changing Lives Music Group (MCLMG). 

Kamaron Howard, the group’s emcee for the evening, kept the crowd entertained with his 

interactive games and skits.  Later that evening, the MCLMG urban artists graced the stage 



with music and dance performances. Akin Akinwande and Jesse Villegas wowed the crowd 

with their outstanding Contemporary Hip Hop dance routines. Julio Torres delivered an 

inspirational performance as he sang spiritual songs. The night came to an upbeat closing 

after our Youth Director, Joel Joa, blessed the audience with an uplifting prayer and worship 

set- but not before all the attendees were on their feet, dancing to some of his original 

music. 

 Overall, the festival was a great success. Some of the community attendees have begun 

worshipping with us. We look forward to next year’s festival. Our thanks go to you, Bishop 

Smith, and the Diocese as a whole for your support, both with the Mission Share Rebate, and 

with your prayers and great leadership. 

 

Green Valley, St Francis-in-the-Valley 

Stephen Ministry involving 4 Lay members who have been sent for leadership training and an 

initial class of 10 members successfully completed the training to be Stephen Ministers last 

year. We are accepting applications for a second class to begin soon. Services are offered 

both to people in the church as well as those in the larger community. This has also brought 

us into a larger network with other churches in our town who are involved in the Stephen 

Ministry program. The community of Green Valley, AZ was founded as a retirement 

community back in the 1960s. The majority of homes exist in age-restricted communities. The 

median age in Green Valley is about 72 years old. The median age in the parish is about 77 

years old. Serving an aging population presents a unique set of challenges to say the least. 

There is much offered to the retired residents in Green Valley by way of hobbies and 

activities. But there are many issues with aging that go far beyond just the health concerns. 

There is a lot of internal pain as our elderly deal with the changes of life. We exist in a 

concentration of people who can benefit greatly by having that specially trained person 

provide one on one care and walk with them through the difficulties they're experiencing. 

Our investment in the Stephen Ministry program is one of the most important and useful 

things we've done at St. Francis Church. 

 

Kingman, Trinity Church 

Over the past several months, Trinity Church has been preparing to launch a Spanish 

Language service to serve the Latino/Hispanic community of Kingman, which is terribly 

underserved by the churches of this city.  To date, we have gathered hymnals, prayer books 

and Bibles, and we have been reviving our high school Spanish.  (Except our Children’s 

Minister who is fluent and is a great tutor for the rest of us.)  Our plan is to have a “soft” 

opening in late October and a major introduction of our service to the community for the 

beginning of the season of Advent. 

 

We have received significant language, cultural and spiritual support from two independent 

Catholic priests in the area, one of whom is Latino; the other served in Argentina and also 

served a Spanish speaking congregation in the valley. 

  

Lake Havasu City, Grace Church 

Grace Food Bank involving the entire congregation and interested members in Lake Havasu 

City community serving the hungry and homeless in the community. 

The Grace Food Bank provides food and toiletries for the hungry and homeless in the Lake 

Havasu City area.  Working in conjunction with the Social Services Interagency and other 

churches and service organizations in Lake Havasu, any person who is in need of food or 



toiletry items can come once a week for bags of food to supply their needs.  Each person is 

given a bag filled with at least one full breakfast, lunch and dinner and often other staples 

such as bread, peanut butter and jelly and other items as needed.  In addition to use of 

mission share support funds, other sources of income and supplies come from Grace 

parishioners and a few supportive individuals within the Lake Havasu community who desire 

to contribute and assist those less fortunate within the community or those who are in 

transition from one place to another.  No one is refused food if they need it and we have it.    

Parishioners also participate by gathering various bags for the food and resources to be 

distributed.  

 

The Blessing Way in Providence, RI involving the Vestry of Grace, parishioners John and 

Cherie Martin and all those at Grace supporting the transition of those who transitioning 

back into society after incarceration. 

The Blessing Way is a faith-based, social service agency which provides spiritual support and 

guidance to men and women who are returning to the Providence, Rhode Island area from 

prison or drug treatment.  Eligibility for the program consists of those transitioning to 

demonstrate commitment to emotional and spiritual growth and a drug-free, crime-free life 

style. This program also provides counseling for individuals in transition to find jobs as a means 

to re-engage in the community.  Funds in the amount of $300 were used from Grace to 

support two individuals in taking a landscaping course to be certified as landscapers as an 

entry level job opportunity. 

 

Litchfield Park, St Peter’s 

Thursday Night Live involving Tony Hoover, Liz Hegst, Selena Guzman and Allison Overly-

Stokes serving youth in grades 6-12. 

St Peter’s provides worship, dinner and small group discussions to over 25 teens every 

Thursday night.  Signage with the church’s new “brand” has also been installed.  

 

Mesa, Church of the Transfiguration 

Outreach involving Vestry, Outreach Groups and Congregation serving needy people in 

both the local and broader community. 

The church of the Transfiguration has decided to dedicate its Mission Share Rebate to 

outreach projects serving global, national and local efforts. 

Global – Transfiguration will sponsor a student at El Hogar de Esperanza, and Episcopal home 

for poor children in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.  A mission trip is planned for summer of 2015. 

National – Transfiguration will send money to Episcopal Relief and Development to help 

those in need in the United States. 

 

Local – Transfiguration will use some of its money to expand its food bank initiatives.  The 

money will be added to our million meals program which supports food programs through 

the United Food Bank in Mesa. Church members will be volunteering at the United Food 

Bank and other food programs in the East Valley.  

 

Mesa, St Mark’s 

Spanish services involving priest, Altar Guild, one Bishop’s Committee member and new 

parishioners that attend the Spanish Service at 1 pm on Sundays serving Hispanic parishioners 

We offer a Spanish Mass on Sundays at 1:00.  The entire service is in Spanish and we have 

purchase Spanish Hymnals and Spanish songbooks.  Our music is pre-recorded. 



 

4 of our parishioners attended the leadership training program that Carmen Guerrero ran the 

weekend of August 23.  We helped 9 Spanish children attend Summer Camp at Chapel 

Rock in Prescott this summer.  We also had children attend our Vacation Bible School held 

here at St Mark’s.  

 

Morenci, SS Philip & James 

Vacation Bible School with Kate Tachie-Menson, Amie Savage, Suzanne Cuthbertson and Fr. 

Allen Breckenridge involving children, ages 3 to 12 in the surround community. 

Along with a grant from ECS, Saints Philip and James was able to offer Vacation Bible School 

for the first time to the community youth. 13 children were able to take part in "Clean Water 

for All God's Children" over the three day event. 

 

Nogales, St Andrew’s 

St. Andrew's Children's Clinic involving Rev. Jim & Vicki Fitzsimmons, Karen Sykes, Buck & 

Marcia Clark, Rodger Babnew, Rev. Pat Maitrejean, Rev. Ernie Galaz, Dr. Karl Frienmann, 

Lynn Nelson, Jean & Jack Ross, Louis Clapper, Richard DeLong, Karin Rodes, Sally Lockwood, 

Kate Hutson, Rudy Pina, Jim Lockwood, Jesus Ramos, Ismael Tadeo serving children living in 

Mexico requiring specialized medical care. 

 

St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic provides free, specialized medical care to children living in 

Mexico who cannot get the care or afford the care they need in their home country. 

Specialties include Pediatrics, Orthopedics, Neuromuscular, Ophthalmology, Physical 

Therapy, Speech Therapy, Vision, Hearing, Prosthetics, and Nutrition. The Clinic is held at St. 

Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Nogales, Arizona. St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic, a non-

denominational, non-profit organization, with a volunteer professional health care staff, sees 

approximately 225-250 children the first Thursday of each month except July. In October, in 

cooperation with Children's Surgery International and CIMA Hospital, approximately 40-45 

children have cleft palate/cleft lip surgery in Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico. St. Andrew's 

Church, in addition to providing space for the clinic, also provides logistical support, set-up 

and take-down, website maintenance, public relations, tours for visitors, translators to several 

departments, and kitchen volunteers.  

 

Oro Valley, Church of the Apostles 

Caring for Our Catalina Neighbors involving Mimi Hutton is Church of the Apostles Mission 

Coordinator. She currently has six volunteers who are waiting to complete the orientation 

process and begin serving Coronado students serving Kindergarten through eighth grade 

students at the Coronado School in Catalina, AZ, as well as the wider Catalina community 

through our support of the food bank.  

 

We have identified a specific need in our nearest neighboring community Catalina. A 

significant number of the public school students could benefit from tutors. For the most part 

their parents do not speak English well enough nor have mastery of American education 

practices sufficient to assist their children with homework. We discovered the need when an 

Apostle’s family asked the vicar to help them find a math tutor for their son and explained 

that many of their two son’s peers face the same situation, become discouraged, and fall 

behind academically. We are currently working with the Amphitheatre Public School system 

in Catalina to set up tutoring opportunities which will begin in September. The first school we 



hope to serve is the Coronado School, kindergarten through 8th grade. Volunteers will be 

asked to make a significant commitment, not only completing “Protecting God’s Children” 

training but also being finger printed for a background check and going through an 

orientation. The Public School Volunteer Coordinator will be available to work with us in 

August and begin setting up a tutoring schedule. Once this phase of our partnership with 

Catalina is established we look forward to expanding our partnership to include a mentor 

Lunch Buddies program, using some of the assessment monies to take our students out to 

local lunch spots as well as providing “Weekend Backpacks of Love,” backpacks filled with 

healthy snacks for children who depend on school lunch subsidies on weekdays. Meanwhile, 

we provide food and personal items for IMPACT of Southern Arizona (formerly Catalina 

Community Services). 

 

Paradise Valley, Christ Church of the Ascension 

We received $3900 in Mission Share Rebate funds.  We gave $1000 to Fr Anderia Lual for his 

trip to the Sudan in the summer taking water filter purchased from the offering at the 2013 

Diocesan Convention.  We gave $3000 to Habitat for Humanity locally here in Phoenix.  Our 

Men’s Group has been particularly active in supporting local Habitat.   

 

Payson, St Paul’s 

Project “Feed my Sheep” involving 12 active members that work at the food bank serving 

the needy and homeless 

The most pressing need in Payson is feeding the homeless and less fortunate.  With the 

diocesan rebate we have been able to enter into an ecumenical food bank with the 

Presbyterian, Methodist, and ELCA Lutheran churches to expand the very small food bank 

started at the Presbyterian Church.  

We have been able to expand the hours to include evenings so single mothers that work, 

but do not earn enough to put a roof over their children’s heads and feed them, are able to 

come in after work. As of August 31, 2014 the food bank has served over 1300 families which 

added up to 5,800 people, with 2,760 food boxes. 

The excitement over the diocese making this possible has generated additional contributions 

to date totaling over $2,430.  We cannot thank the Bishop enough for making this all possible. 

 

Phoenix, All Saints’ Church & Day School 

North Central Family 5K involving staff and dozens of volunteers to benefit Saint Paul's Church 

and School, Haiti 

 

Using our Mission Share Rebate, All Saints' hosted our second annual North Central Family 5 K 

race and fun run on May 3, 2014. Several hundred runners and walkers participated, drawing 

attention in our neighborhood to All Saints' Church and School. Proceeds were split equally 

between children and youth ministries through All Saints', and our partner church and school, 

Saint Paul's in Haiti for a clean water project. 

 

Phoenix, Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo 

Food Program involving two coordinators and community participation serving Sojourner 

Center in Phoenix 

 

Once a month (third Sunday of the month) people are encouraged to bring food items that 

can be stored in a bag to present at offertory time.  The food is collected and taken to 



Sojourners Center in Phoenix. The Mission Share Rebate is being used to purchase food to 

supplement the donations. 

 

Phoenix, St Stephen’s 

St. Stephen's Food Bank involving a large number of parishioners who support the food bank 

with donations of food and funds. Approximately 15 people volunteer in the weekly running 

of the food bank, making up food boxes, picking up and delivering food, greeting neighbors 

requesting food and distributing food boxes.  The food bank serves anyone in need may 

obtain a food box from St. Stephen's food bank.  People from all over the valley visit us each 

week. 

 

St. Stephen's Food Bank operates every Wednesday from 9:00 am to noon.  There are no 

restrictions for eligibility, only a photo ID is required.  We work with St. Mary's Food Bank to 

help stock our shelves.  We serve 40-50 household each week.  Emergency food boxes are 

available through the church office when the food bank is not open. 

 

Phoenix, Santa Maria 

Backpack project involving the congregation serving children of the church. We used the 

mission share to purchase Back Packs for the children.  Then we had a fire in our office at 

Santa Maria and we lost most of the back packs that we had not yet distributed.  However 

our partner church, Church of the Nativity in Scottsdale helped us to be able to purchase 

some more and all the children got a back pack this year. 

 

Prescott, St Luke’s 

Getting to Know Saint Luke's involving Communications Commission, Rector, Wardens to 

benefit 70% of the citizens in Prescott, Prescott Valley, & Chino Valley who survey data show 

read the Daily Courier Newspaper (we have no local TV) 

The discount advertising program is a special one available to non-profits where each 

Thursday we run a display ad in the newspaper. Most are B & W but we have three larger-size 

color ads that we use for special occasions such as Christmas, special programs at the 

church, and will use one to announce our new Rector. We use this advertising system to 

educate the public as to who we are, where we are located, and invite them to worship 

with us or to attend a special event held at our church, such as the Prescott Chamber 

Orchestra which holds four concerts each year at our church. We also use the ads to 

publicize our widely-known “Don’t Spend Christmas Alone” where we feed 700-800 people a 

Christmas dinner in our parish hall and also deliver meals to many who cannot leave their 

homes. This program is an important “Window to the Community.” 

 

Phoenix, Trinity Cathedral 

CORA – The Council of Religious Advisors, Arizona State University Downtown Campus has 

involved The Very Rev. Troy Mendez, The Rev. Whitney Kirby, The Rev. Myra Kingsley, The Rev. 

Canon Mark Sutherland and Mr. Timothy Watt  and serves student who attend Arizona State 

University's Downtown Campus 

 

In late 2013, the chapter of the cathedral voted to use the Mission Share Rebate for purposes 

of evangelism, specifically towards those at the ASU Downtown Campus.  Timothy Watt, 

along with clergy from the Cathedral, partnered with other local downtown congregations 

of various denominations and began to meet as an official group of ASU called CORA, the 



Council of Religious Advisors.  CORA meets monthly and hosts two opening weekend 

welcome events to campus. The council also hosts several events closer to the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas holidays, and hosts a rather large all-campus volunteer day of service in the 

late Spring.  There have been various ways that the people of Trinity have been able to 

participate in this. Trinity anticipates that in 2015 the CORA program may focus on things 

outside of the cathedral's initial intention of evangelism to the downtown campus. 

The Rev. Whitney Kirby along with the Dean are evaluating the CORA program and, with the 

Cathedral Chapter's direction and approval, will seek to refine the participation in the 

program as fits our ministry goal of evangelism. 

 

Scottsdale, Church of the Nativity 

Part-time Children’s Education Director serving 50 Nativity children ages 4 through 5th grade 

Shelly Byrnes coordinates children’s ministries at Nativity.  Part of her children’s ministry salary 

is paid by the rebate.  The church pays the rest of her salary. 

 

Tempe, Church of the Epiphany 

Harvest for Humanity is open to Christian Education, Adult Education, Youth Ministry, Vestry 

members, and any parishioners who are interested in helping out in the garden, typically 

about 2 hours a month and the program serves food banks in the east valley and the 

community cancer clinic in downtown Phoenix which serves the uninsured and poor. 

Harvest for Humanity is a sustainable and organic garden located in south Tempe on about 

two and half acres. The garden provides fresh fruits and vegetables to food banks and a 

cancer clinic so that along with canned and boxed goods families and individuals also 

receive a box of fresh fruits and vegetables. In the case of the cancer clinic, patients are 

provided with "super" vegetables loaded with nutrients and vitamins to help sustain them 

during chemotherapy and radiation. The Executive Director, Denise Phillips, also searches for 

land not in use or too small to be of use in poor neighborhoods and creates sustainable 

garden which she then turns over to the neighbors to care for. One such garden is located in 

south Chandler and has served to bring neighbors together to care for and maintain the 

garden as well as reap the harvest it produces. 

 

Tucson, Grace St Paul’s 

Social Service Ministry Program involving Office volunteers, church staff, and Deacons 

serving anyone in need of any kind of assistance in the community 

Grace St. Paul's Social Services program operates from 9 AM to Noon each day. Anyone 

who is need can access the program. We specialize in assisting people with getting 

government issued identification and short term transportation needs. We also help with 

short term housing in emergency situations. We act as an umbrella organization to locate 

assistance for those who have other needs. The Social Service program works closely with our 

food pantry and showers program to identify needs of those being assisted by those 

programs. Mission share rebates are used to partially fund this program. 

 

Tucson, St Andrew’s 

We have not received our rebate. However we are grateful for the diocesan support that 

allows us to be a welcoming place to deepen spiritually, nurture relationships, and feed our 

neighbors. 

 

Tucson, St Philip’s In The Hills 



Expansion of our Children and Family Ministries involving The Rector, the Vestry, the 

Commissioner for Children & Family Ministries, parents and children serving Children from 

nursery through age 12.  Several years ago, the Vestry developed a Mission Strategy to grow 

the congregation and to better serve our Tucson community. One of the priorities and keys is 

to develop our Children and Family ministries by reaching out to, inviting, welcoming, and 

incorporating new families. Our efforts have been limited by the amount of staff time. 

Volunteers have stepped forward, and we have seen growth. The Church School is doing 

well, and the children seem to be thriving. However, one of the identified areas of need of 

attention and creativity is how we can better serve the needs of families. With staff 

retirement and this rebate, we have taken the opportunity to "upgrade" the staff position, to 

continue the development of the church school, and to develop the ministry with families. 

 

Winslow, St Paul’s 

St Paul’s Rice and Bean Give-Away Ministry involving Bobbie Bealer, Sue Currier, Jonni and 

Tommie Horton, Russell Meikle, Shirly Sackett, Pixie Baker, and Sally M. from Madre de Dios 

Catholic Church along with other members donate rice and beans. 

St. Paul's began its mission share rebate ministry in August of 2013.  As of July, 2014 we have 

completed 12 months of this ministry.  The ministry is called St. Paul's Rice and Bean Give-

Away Ministry.  On the first Saturday of each month, members of St. Paul's congregation (and 

one non-Episcopalian friend) gather to bag rice and beans and give them out to anyone 

who comes to the door, from 10 AM to noon. An average of 27 people come to the door 

each month, representing an average of 91 family members.   

 

All ethnic groups represented in Winslow are served: Native, Hispanic, Caucasian, Black, and 

Asian.  We gave one pound of rice and one pound of beans for each 2 persons in a family.  

We served a total of 321 persons representing 1,088 family members in the 12 months since 

we began.  Some who come are "regulars", and many are new faces each month. 

Rebate funds are used to purchase advertisement in the Scoop each month and to 

purchase any supplies (rice, beans, and plastic bags) needed beyond what is donated. To 

date we have received $444.51 in rebate funds, and spent $372.80 on advertising and 

supplies; leaving a balance of $71.71.  

 

Other churches in the community have also donated some supplies when they can, 

including several 50 pound bags of lentils and a box of emergency meal mix. Occasionally 

someone will donate other foodstuffs or clothes which are given out with the rice and beans.  

So far we have given out 544 pounds of rice, 544 pounds of beans (primarily pinto) and 

about 150 pounds of lentils.  

 

Williams, St John’s Episcopal-Lutheran Church 

Mission and Outreach to Traveler’s Aid involving Marc McDonald and Pat McShane serving 

stranded travelers and emergency needs of local residents with contributions to other 

churches.  The program assists travelers, residents and the implementation of the Salvation 

Army Program. 

 

No rebate funds received 

Clarkdale, St Thomas  

Coolidge, St Michael’s* 

Douglas, St Stephen’s  



Holbrook, St George* 

Phoenix, St Mary’s 

Tempe, St James 

Tucson, St Andrew’s 
 

*Will receive a Mission Share Rebate for last quarter  



 



Nature & Spirituality Program – Annual Report 2014  
 
The goal of the Nature & Spirituality Program is to help reconnect people with God through nature 
by offering opportunities for worship that combine worship/meditation in an outdoor setting. 
 
Currently there are 4 persons on the Nature & Spirituality Team including the convener. The team 
met in December to discuss our goals for 2014. After a year of learning a variety of practices that 
incorporate worship in an outdoor setting, the team agreed it was time to branch out and start 
engaging our own congregations in these practices. The plan was to hold a monthly meeting at or 
near one of our parishes each month and feature a worship service or meditation practice that 
could be conducted outdoors. In 2014, we held meetings at St. John’s in Glendale, St. Andrew’s in 
Glendale, and at regional parks (North Mountain and White Tanks). 
 
In early January, a full day retreat was held at the White Tank Regional Park in Waddell. This 
“Journey with the Son” was attended by 13 individuals who arrived at the park before sunrise and 
remained there until after sunset. A variety of worship/meditation practices were introduced 
including morning and evening prayer services, lectio divina, the body prayer, focused meditation, 
labyrinth walk, drawing meditation, prayer circle using Anglican prayer beads, and listening 
meditation. A brunch as well as a potluck lunch was provided. The team plans to hold another 
retreat in January, 2015. 
 
Family issues caused the Convener to be absent for Lent and the Easter season so the Stations of 
the Cross services planned for regional parks were cancelled. In the summer months, we con-
tinued offering an Evening Prayer service led by the Convener at the White Tanks Regional Park in 
Waddell followed by a short, non-strenuous Moonlight Hike led by a park ranger. Services 
averaged 6 people. Holding Evening Prayer outside at sunset is truly a spiritual experience. 
 
In the cooler months, we include a short, non-strenuous hike with the meditation occurring at the 
midway point on the hike. At present these sessions are attended by the 3 people that signed up 
for the Diocesan Program, though guests and parishoners are welcome and have attended in the 
past. It is anticipated that those attending these sessions will be able to share the process with 
members of their congregations and other churches. 
 
The Convener is in the process of creating a website for the Nature & Spirituality program. 
Currently, the Diocesan website is under construction. As soon as the Diocesan website is 
stabilized, the Convener will be trained on the new system and will be able incorporate a listing of 
resources, an events calendar that will include relevant events throughout the Diocese, an 
explanation about the team and suggestions for incorporating outdoor worship practices. In 
addition, information gathered from churches that responded to a 2013 survey regarding gardens 
on their premises will be featured. This section of the webpage will include photographs, 
recommendations, and contact information with the hope that more churches in the Diocese will 
consider adding a garden on their campuses or using existing gardens for services. Members of the 
Nature & Spirituality Team would be available to help churches think “outside the box” of a church 
building and use God’s creation as a worship venue. The idea is to create a connection with God by 
holding some church services outdoors such as Stations of the Cross, Morning & Evening Prayer, 
and Blessing of the Animals. Services held outdoors may also be a way to reach the unchurched. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kim Crecca 
Nature & Spirituality Program Convener 













2014 Partnership Report to the 54Th Diocesan Convention 
 

Benson, St Raphael in the Valley 

Partner: Trinity Lutheran Church,  Wilcox 

Since moving into our new church building and working with our new Vicar, we feel it's 

important for us at this point to partner with many local churches and community leaders. 

We are working to build community and grow our parish and to that end we have 

established relationships with several churches in Benson. 

Partner: Southern AZ Interfaith 

St Raphael’s has been involved in Southern Arizona Interfaith activities. 

 

Casa Grande, St Peter’s 

Partner: St Matthew’s, Chandler 

St Peter’s and St Matthew’s formed our partnership before the end of last year’s convention.  

It was thought that, because St Peter’s was just starting a new youth program and St 

Matthew’s had such a vibrant program, that St Matthew’s would be in a position to provide 

tips and ideas to get us started.  We had one meeting at St Matthew’s to discuss possibilities 

for using our partnership to the fullest.  Jacob Kelty, our Youth Minister, met with their program 

leaders on several occasions. Unfortunately, Jacob has since left St Peter’s and St Matthew’s 

has a new Rector so things have been put on hold for a while.  

 

Cave Creek, Good Shepherd of the Hills 

Partner: Foothills Food Bank  

We have an active partnership with both of these organizations.  The Food Bank receives 

significant financial support from Good Shepherd each year through our Outreach 

Committee and on the first Sunday of each month we collect food for the Food Bank. We 

also contributed significant funds toward the purchase of their new facility in Cave Creek.  

Good Shepherd and the Food Bank also refer individuals to each other for various types of 

help.  Pam Di Pietro, the director of the Food Bank, has given presentations at Good 

Shepherd over the years.   

 

Partner: Foothills Caring Corp 

We also partner with Foothills Caring Corps.  They Supply us with a van which is used in 

various youth functions and the Good Shepherd Men’s Group is beginning a ministry to single 

senior men in the community in partnership with the Caring Corps.  

Chandler, St Matthew’s 

Clarkdale, St Thomas in the Valley 

Coolidge, St Michael’s 

Douglas, St Stephen’s 

 

Flagstaff, Church of the Epiphany 

Partner: Canterbury Episcopal Ministry at NAU  

Epiphany Youth Group meets at the Canterbury House every Wednesday Evening; Parish 

members participate in refurbishing the Canterbury Facility; Parish members provide food for 

Canterbury Worship every Monday night; A parish member provides her services for 

marketing; Parish members serve on the Canterbury Board; Epiphany has provided furniture 

and worship supplies for Canterbury's use; Parishioners volunteer for staff positions (Facilities 



Management); Canterbury Students participate in Epiphany's worship services; Brad 

Eubanks, Canterbury's Chaplain attends Epiphany's staff meetings; Sharing of the pulpit 

 

Gila Bend, Epiphany on the Desert 

Partner: St Stephen’s, Phoenix 

Epiphany has been partnering with St Stephen’s, Phoenix for the past five years. Some of our 

joint ministry efforts are collection of school supplies for Gila Bend Elementary; collection of 

diapers, formula and other baby items for single and teen-age mothers in the area and 

collection and distribution of toys and other gift items for Christmas time. We have 

developed a relationship with Care First, a local social service agency that assists Epiphany 

in identifying individuals in need and in distributing items collected. Epiphany also supports 

the St. Stephen's Food Bank providing peanut butter and jelly each month for us to distribute 

to our patrons. Our churches have supported each other in improving and maintaining our 

properties.  

 

Partner: Grace St Paul’s, Tucson 

Unfortunately, our newly formed partnership with Grace St Paul’s got off to a bit of a rocky 

start.  The plans for a charity drive fell through.  However, their choir made a few trips to 

Epiphany to share music which is always appreciated as we have none.  

 

Additional partners:  Staples, Kinko’s/FedEx, Artie’s Ace Hardware 

These partners all provide discount services for Epiphany. 

 

Glendale, St Andrew’s 

Partner:, San Antonio Mission, Rio Dulce, Guatemala 

St. Andrew’s, Glendale in partnership with San Antonio Mission in Rio Dulce, Guatemala 

renovated the chapel of San Antonio, an Episcopal Mission in the northeast of the Diocese.  

We were also able to build a new sacristy, bathroom and share the tools that were used in 

the construction project.  We also furnished Sunday school supplies, two sets of Communion 

and Altar Linens and in partnership with San Antonio we also delivered backpacks to 75 

students and 20 Teachers Bags to a local Primary Government School.  This project was 

completed in February 2014.   

 

Partner: All Saints on the Desert, Sun City, Glendale 

St. Andrews, Glendale and All Saints on the Desert, Sun City came together on April 26, 2014 

to paint a house in El Mirage as part of a project through the Episcopal Coalition of Habitat 

for Humanity.  We enjoyed the fellowship of working together to make a difference in our 

action of outreach and partnership.   

 

Glendale, St John the Baptist 

Partner: St. Paul the Apostle Sudanese Church &  

We had attempted to form a partnership with St. John's in Globe, but without success. So we 

decided to assist the Sudanese Church at St. Paul's. We invited Father Anderia Arok Lual to 

address our congregation on how we could help the people of South Sudan and he and our 

Father Jackson decided to embark on making a stronger bond between our congregations. 

We raised over $1,700 for him to take to South Sudan to assist displaced pastors. Fr. Jackson 

also led a seminar on Evangelism at St. Paul's lay leaders' retreat at the Franciscan Renewal 

Center on Saturday, September 13.  



 

Partner: St. Mary's, Phoenix 

When St. Mary's had a fire, we sent over $2100 to them for assistance that they might need 

above their insurance coverage. 

 

Green Valley, St Francis-in-the-Valley 

Partner: Imago Dei School 

Imago Dei School for several years helping with support such as school supplies, backpacks, 

and monetary donations. However, there was a desire in our congregation to engage on a 

different level which led to the partnership. A group has requested to be "honorary 

grandparents" to the school children, especially the graduating class. Last year this was 

portrayed by the presence of these "grandparents" at the Graduation and a representation 

at the Baccalaureate Service to offer a gift to each of the graduating members. We are 

presently in discussion about ways in which members of the school will reciprocate in the 

partnership by coming to the church. Some possibilities discussed involve possible manual 

labor helping to clean up the church yard as well as presence at church events and 

perhaps some Sunday mornings. 

 

Partner: Pascua Yaqui Village  

There has been a desire in the congregation for several years to form a relationship of some 

kind with Native Americans nearby. One of our members organized several Native American 

Flute concerts to bring wider exposure to the congregation and surrounding community. The 

desire to partner further led to the development of a relationship with The Rev. Debbie 

Royals as our guide and mentor. Debbie has been a tremendous help as we first come to an 

understanding of the cultural differences and what a partnership might actually mean. 

Members of St. Francis, led by Debbie Royals, went to the Pascua Yaqui Village in southwest 

Tucson for a tour of the village and the museum. Several of our members also attended a 

service of the Stations of the Cross in the village. One of our members who is a master at 

playing the Native American Flute led a group from our church to participate in part of the 

village summer program by offering flute lessons. Approximately 35 children attended. At the 

first lesson they learned to assemble the flute and at subsequent gatherings learned basics in 

playing the flute. All this culminated in a flute concert by some of the children. This is the 

beginning of what we expect to be a long process as we slowly proceed to strengthen our 

bonds of relationship. 

 

Holbrook, St George’s 

Partner: St John’s, Winslow 

St George’s and St John’s partnered in conducting an Appreciative Inquiry with The Rev 

Kerry Neuhardt. 

 

Kingman, Trinity Church 

Partner: Grace Church, Lake Havasu City 

Trinity and Grace are working to develop joint children/youth programs and activities-

missional and recreational-that will allow our congregations to feel a stronger bod as the 

only two congregations in the extreme western section of our state and diocese.  We also 

continue to work toward a strengthening of our denominational tie to Holy Spirit Church in 

Bullhead City (Diocese of Nevada) though that is meeting wieth less success.  Coming up in 



the near future are a Bike-a-thon in December (to raise money for Chapel Rock 

Camperships) and Famine for World vision in February of 2015. 

Lakeside, Church of Our Saviour 

 

Lake Havasu City, Grace Church 

Partner: Social Services Interagency  

Grace and Social Services Interagency (Interagency for the rest of this report) are partnered 

together in two different areas.  The primary area of partnership is with the Food Bank 

Council of Lake Havasu City, which also includes St. Mary’s Food Bank, Our Lady of the Lake 

Catholic Church Soup Kitchen and St. Vincent de Paul’s Support Services. This partnership 

strives to help the hungry and homeless in the Lake Havasu City area by providing various 

sources of food, toiletries and other items for the hungry and homeless.  As a joint committee, 

we meet with our partners approximately every two months officially to share information, 

best practices and support for the program.  On a week to week basis, our partners share 

and refer clients to each other depending on the client’s needs for food and supplies.  For 

instance, when we at Grace or one of the other partners has an overabundance of food, 

we call our partners to share what we have.  For instance, we at Grace received an 

abundance of produce which we could not properly store.  We were able to share with Our 

Lady of the Lake Soup Kitchen who both use the produce in a timely way through their 3 day 

a week hot meal program and store the food properly so it would not go to waste   

Grace supplied over 1500 bags of food (each bag of food is a full breakfast, lunch and 

dinner for one person) last year.  This year as of August 2014, we have supplied over 700 bags 

of food. 

 

Our second area of partnership with Interagency is through the support of homeless senior 

high school students (with an emphasis on graduating seniors) in Lake Havasu.  Many of the 

homeless students cannot afford to pay their graduation fees, caps and gown fees and 

other items for graduation.  Grace, along with Interagency and the Rotary Clubs in Lake 

Havasu, provide funding to support these youngsters with these items.  In 2013, there were 33 

identified homeless senior high teenagers with 14 of these students being seniors. This year, 

there are 39 identified senior high school students.  Additionally this year, our mutual support 

has been used to help with emergency fees for a senior high student needing an operation.  

This partnership is looking to expand the program beyond diplomas, caps and gowns.  

 

Partner: Trinity Episcopal Church, Kingman, AZ 

Grace and Trinity Episcopal churches are in the process of developing joint programs and 

activities for our children and youth.  As the only two Episcopal parishes located at the far 

western part of Arizona and in the Diocese of Arizona, we have been looking for ways not 

only to help strengthen and nurture our children and youth’s faith as Christians but as 

Episcopalians.   Joint programs we are planning thus far are a Bike-A-Thon in December 2014 

for Chapel Rock Camp Scholarships and participation in the 30 hour Famine for World Vision 

in February 2015.      

  

Litchfield Park, St Peter’s 

Partner: St Timothee’s Church & School, Boucan Carre, Haiti 

St Peter’s supports an annual salary for one teacher and contributes towards an assistant to 

Father Joseph Jean Jeannot.  

 



Mesa, Church of the Transfiguration 

Partner: St Luke’s at the Mountain 

On January 26, 2014, The Rev Romeo Rabusa and many other members of the Saint Luke’s 

at the Mountain community came to the Church of the Transfiguration for a celebration of 

Santo Nino de Cebu.  Our two communities came together for a join Eucharist celebrating 

this feast day.  There was singing and dancing involved in the service.  Following the service, 

our two communities came together for a pot luck meal.  Both communities came to know 

each other better.  We hope to continue this partnership by having additional services 

together in the future. 

 

Morenci, SS Philip & James 

Partner: St Philip’s In The Hills, Tucson 

In April 2014, in response to the Bishop’s call at the last convention for churches in the 

diocese ot partner with other churches or organizations in the ministry of the church, SS Philip 

& James in Morenci made proposal to St Philip In The Hills, Tucson to partner in sharing the 

following needs and opportunities. 

Praying for one another’s congregational mission and needs on a regular basis in the Prayers 

of the People. 

Encourage visitations to the partner congregation by our members and extend invitations to 

special events that might be of interest or meet the needs of the members and the mission 

of our congregations. 

Perhaps discern a joint project that might arise in the diocese or locality that would meet the 

needs of local, diocesan or national partnerships and service opportunities. 

Encourage fellowship and communications between the partner congregations such as 

sitting proximity to one another, if possible, at Diocesan Convention and exchanging 

newsletters, etc. 

St Philip’s In The Hills accepted the proposal and invited the congregation from Morenci to 

join them for a patron saint’s day celebration on May 4th.  Fr Allen Breckenridge and his wife, 

Donna, made a presence at St Philip’s In The Hills for SS Philip & James as the rest of the 

congregation attended to other events in Morenci.  

We are planning a visit by a priest and a singing group from St Philip’s In The Hills to Morenci 

this Fall.  We continue to remember our sister congregations in prayers. 

 

Nogales, St Andrew’s 

Partners: St. John's Bisbee, St. Stephen's Douglas, St. Stephen's Sierra Vista, St. Raphael 

Benson, Trinity Willcox in Cochise County 

We are a partnership of border area parishes. Priests-in-charge have had several meetings in 

the last six months to discuss common issues and to offer mutual support. In the recent crisis 

of unaccompanied migrant youth in Nogales, Cochise County parishes have given financial 

and spiritual support to St. Andrew's. We have supported Vacation Bible School in Sonora in 

partnership with Naco Wellness Initiative based in Bisbee. These parishes look forward to 

strengthening their ties and working together as Christ's Church on the borderlands. 

 

Oro Valley, Church of the Apostles 

 

Paradise Valley, Christ Church of the Ascension 

Partner: St. Paul's Sudanese Episcopal Mission, Phoenix 



Christ Church of the Ascension and St. Paul's Sudanese Episcopal Mission have been working 

together for several years in planning a community center for the Episcopal Church and 

neighboring community in Malakal South Sudan. In December of 2013 a violent war broke 

out throughout the country leaving hundreds of thousands of displaced people. We have 

redirected out efforts in the meantime which has involved distributing water filters to IDP 

camps. The Arizona Diocese raised enough money for the purchase of hundreds of water 

filters.  

 

Payson, St Paul’s 

Partner: Zane Grey Country Kiwanis Club of Payson, AZ  

St Paul’s is involved mentoring and tutoring students at the local Elementary Schools; 

volunteering at the Teacher's School Supply Drive (3 day weekend project);collecting over 

$10, 000 worth of supplies and raising funds totaling $1,985. 

  

Partner: St. George's in Holbrook  

This partnership is in the beginning stages. We will make plans for some joint projects during 

the coming year. 

 

Phoenix, All Saints’ Church & Day School 

Partner: Saint Paul's Episcopal Church and School, Gascogne, Haiti 

Since 2009, All Saints' church and school has worked closely with Saint Paul's in Haiti through 

annual mission trips and projects. Together, we have funded teacher and administrator 

salaries for the school, given goats, wedding rings, and built latrines. In 2014, we completed 

a four room school building, dedicating it during our most recent visit. 7th and 8th grade 

students from our church and school apply to go on our mission trips with a parent, and 

often find the experience life-changing. Our next project with our partners will be a clean 

water initiative. 

 

Phoenix, Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo 

Partner: San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 

Our initial vision is to work with that community to sponsor scholarships to two or three kids in 

Mexico who’s families are part of that community.  The communication with the church in 

Mexico has been poor and we might need a different project.  We are working on this.  

 

Phoenix, St Luke’s at the Mountain 

Partner: St Barnabas, Scottsdale 

We partner in many ways with the congregation of St Barnabas. They host a party for the 

children in December and support us throughout the year. 

 

Phoenix, St Mary’s 

Partners: St Jude’s and Santa Maria Churches  

The People of St Mary's make it possible for St Jude's and Santa Maria to exist as mission 

churches of the Diocese of Arizona. St Mary's was the place where their communities were 

first organized and nurtured--and at the present time, neither church is close to being 

financially self-supporting. In this triple partnership, we are attempting to model an approach 

to shared physical space and joint ministry which could be a way forward for smaller 

congregations in the future. 

 



All three congregations have vitally important individual ministries to the neighborhood and 

larger community, and we cooperate on things like Vacation Bible School, and Christian 

Education. In addition, the clergy, musicians, and people of St Mary's are glad to participate 

in the more focused ministries of the other two congregations when we're invited. 

 

Phoenix, St Stephen’s 

Partner: Epiphany on the Desert, Gila Bend 

St. Stephen's and Epiphany have been partnering together for the past five years. Our 

primary joint ministry efforts involve collection of school supplies for Gila Bend Elementary; 

collection of diapers, formula and other baby items for single and teen-age mothers in the 

area and collection and distribution of toys and other gift items for Christmas time. The Rev. 

John Christopher has developed a relationship with Care First, a local social service agency 

that assists Epiphany in identifying individuals in need and in distributing items collected. 

Additionally, Epiphany helps to support the St. Stephen's Food Bank providing peanut butter 

and jelly each month for us to distribute to our patrons. Our two churches have actively 

supported each other in improving and maintaining our physical plants. Gila Bend 

participated in the renovation of our worship space and St. Stephen's assisted Epiphany in 

painting the exterior of the church building. We continue to explore ways to work together to 

support one another and to further God's work in our respective communities. 

 

Phoenix, Trinity Cathedral 

Partner: Various churches of the Diocese 

Throughout the end of 2013, the Senior Warden, Pamela Clark, along with a committee 

embarked upon an exploration of how the cathedral could partner in ministry with a 

congregation around the Diocese of Arizona. While there were many options, the 

committee decided that in 2014 more discernment was required, but the committee also 

decided to live into the spirit of partnership whenever the opportunity would arise. 

Therefore, Trinity Cathedral has partnered with various congregations and organizations. The 

following are a few examples. 

 In March 2014, The Very Rev. Troy Mendez, the Dean, taught as a guest instructor in a 

Lenten Series about the status of the Church at St. Barnabas, Scottsdale. 

 In August 2014, Trinity Cathedral reached out as a resource to St. Mary's, St. Jude's, and 

Santa Maria after their devastating fire. As a result, the cathedral hosted St. Mary's on 

August 15th, the feast of St. Mary the Virgin, with a grand Festival Eucharist and 

evening reception. 

 From June to September 2014, resources, time and volunteer staff were dedicated to 

staffing the cooling station at Grace Lutheran Church in downtown Phoenix. In 

addition, volunteers would prepare weekly meals to feed over 300 people per week. 

 In late September 2014, the dean assisted the parish of St. Lukes at the Mountains with 

Baptisms when the congregation was in need of a priest. 

 Since April 2014, the people of Trinity have been engaged with a faith organization 

called Why Marriage Matters AZ. 

 

The Cathedral has hosted events, and welcomed clergy from all over the state, and has also 

partnered with priests from the entire diocese in producing press releases and statements for 

Bishop Smith.  It is the hope of the people of Trinity to continue to look for strategic 

partnerships to serve as a resource to the people of the Diocese of Arizona. 

 



Phoenix, St Jude’s 

Partner: St Mary’s, Phoenix 

St Jude’s shares space with St Mary’s and Santa Maria.  

 

Phoenix, St Paul’s Sudanese Mission Church 

Partner: Christ Church of the Ascension, Paradise Valley 

The members of Christ Church of the Ascension have been involved with St Pau’s Sudanese 

as we work together to build the Multipurpose Center in Malakal.  They also helped with the 

water filter project. 

 

Partner: St John the Baptist, Glendale 

St John the Baptist has made donations of about $1760 to the displaced pastors in South 

Sudan.  According to the report from the two dioceses in South Sudan, that donation has 

help a lot of the community. 

 

Phoenix, Santa Maria 

Partner: Church of the Nativity  

Church of the Nativity provides food to be able to give out 40 bags of groceries to the 

parishioners every month. 

 

Partner: St. Paul's Sudanese Church 

We were able to purchase medical items (aspirin, band aids, diarrhea medicine, first aid 

crème, etc.) to send to the Sudan when Fr. Anderia visited the Sudan this year. 

 

Prescott, St Luke’s 

Partner: Saint Thomas Anglican Parish, Amagoro, in the Diocese of Katakwa, Anglican 

Church of Kenya 

As a part of our partnership with the Saint Thomas Parish, we do the following: 1. We pray for 

them at each of our three worship services each week. 2. They pray for us each week. 3. We 

have provided financial support to parish families whose crops, home, and herds of cattle 

were devastated by a flood more than a year ago. 4. Four old classrooms at Amagoro 

Junior Academy were condemned by Kenya authorities because ants had destroyed the 

building superstructure. We are providing financial support for badly-needed replacement 

classrooms. AJA is an Anglican elementary school associated with the Parish. 5. We 

communicate with each other regarding our respective ministries, sharing photos and 

information. 6. We have been invited to, and hope to send some of our members, to visit the 

parish in the future. 7. We hope to, in cooperation with Bishop Kirk Smith, invite Bishop Zakayo 

Epusi of the Diocese of Katakwa who is in charge of the parish and who established AJA, to 

spend a few days in our parish in February or March of 2015 during his visit to the United 

States. He is graduate of the School of Theology at Sewanee.  

 

Scottsdale, Church of the Nativity 

Partner: Santa Maria, Phoenix 

We work with Santa Maria to do a bi-monthly food bank for their neighborhood.  Once a 

month a food bank truck delivers fresh fruits and vegetables to Santa Maria, and our 

members help with distribution.  We also provide financing for a monthly dry goods food 

bank for Santa Maria members.  We are working to develop other partnership programs, 

such as English as a Second Language classes and youth group experiences.  



Partner: Iglesia Santa Maria Magdalena, Veracruz 

We do annual mission trips and fundraising events for Iglesia Santa Maria Magdalena, to 

help with their ministry of providing education and food for the children of the barrio and 

also raise funds for the building of a church and community center there.  We have raised a 

significant amount of money for the project and the community center is partly built and in 

use.  

Partner: St Mary’s of the Moonlight, Navajoland 

We do annual mission trips to do building and fundraising for building restoration at St Mary’s 

of the Moonlight.  Bishop David Bailey of Navajoland stated that without our help. He would 

have had to close that church.  

 

Tucson, St Philip’s In The Hills 

Partner: Temple Emanu-El, Tucson, AZ 

This partnership operates on several levels. We have done two joint Pilgrimages to the Holy 

Land. The Rabbi and I have done several courses on a variety of topics together. We have 

done pulpit exchanges. We have worked together on immigration issues. Our youth groups 

have hosted one another. Members have worshipped in each other’s' sanctuaries. In short, 

we are building a strong and meaningful interfaith relationship in the belief that this is a 

faithful witness to the community. 

 

Partner: Numerous social service agencies (see below) in Tucson, AZ 

The After School Music Program -- with Holloway and Rio Vista public schools; volunteer tutors 

& music instructors, financial contributions Habitat for Humanity Tucson -- through volunteers 

in construction and "A Brush with Kindness" program; service on the Board of Directors, and 

$180,000 in contribution over 12 or more years. Primavera -- through volunteers and provision 

of meals at transitional housing. Interfaith Volunteer Services -- through financial 

contributions, board membership, program committee work, and volunteers Pima County 

Interfaith Council -- through board membership, volunteers, financial contributions Casa 

Maria Soup Kitchen -- through provision of 1800 sandwiches and soup makings every four 

weeks, financial contributions, volunteers Prison ministry -- through volunteers, used books, 

and financial contributions with local groups working with people released from prisons, 

helping transition into the community. Tucson HIV Aids Network -- through volunteers, and 

financial contributions.  

 

Williams, St John’s Episcopal-Lutheran Church 

Partner:  NAU Canterbury, Flagstaff  

St John’s in in the early stages of exploring ways we can be involved with the NAU 

Canterbury ministry.  Campus Minister, Brad Eubanks, has already been out to St John’s.  This 

is an exciting time in Canterbury’s ministry and we are looking for ways that we might partner 

in the future. 

 

Partner: Shepherd of the Hills ELCA Church, Flagstaff 

Because St John’s is an Ecumenical Shared Ministry church, the leadership feels it is important 

to be in partnership with an ELCA church.  Several of our ladies have participated in the 

women’s ministry with Shepherd of the Hills ELCA Church in Flagstaff.  We are currently 

looking for other ways to be involved.  

 

 



 

 



FACT SHEET 2013 
 

For 41 years, St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic has provided free, specialized medical care to children 
living in Mexico who cannot get the care or afford the care they need in their home country. The 

Clinic is held at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Nogales, Arizona. 
 

  St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic, a non-denominational, 
non-profit organization, with  a volunteer professional health 
care staff. The staff sees approximately 225-250 children the first 
Thursday of each month except July. Every October, in coopera-
tion with Children's Surgery International and CIMA Hospital, 
approximately 40-45 children have cleft palate/cleft lip surgery in 
Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico. This special  mission involves vol-
unteers on both sides of the US-Mexico border who work with 
the medical team to give patients smiles and a much better life. 
 In 2013, with the help of generous donors and volunteers, 
St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic provided the following: 
 

 3,925 Clinic hours by volunteer health care professionals 

 6,238 Clinic hours by other volunteers 

 2,423 patient visits 

 148 first-time patients to The Clinic 

 149 office visits (US and Mexico) 

 187 lab tests (US and Mexico) 

 39 cleft palate/cleft lip surgeries 

 270 professional health volunteer hours for cleft palate/lip 
surgeries 

 15 eye doctor/surgeries 

 35 orthopedic surgeries 

 118 pairs of eye glasses dispensed 

 37 round-trip flights and transportation to hospitals for pa-
tients 

 39 prostheses 

 192 pairs of corrective shoes and orthotics 

 69 repaired hearing aids 

 34 customized wheel chairs, walkers, and strollers 

 13 prescriptions, either for cornea transplants or dermatolo-
gy patients 

 also, medicated eye drops; Braille writers; strollers; speech 
and language equipment; nutritional supplements; physical, 
occupational, and speech therapy; dermatology and cardiolo-
gy consultations; and many generous donations of blankets, 
diapers, and toys. 

 
We are very proud to report to you that 98% of all donations 
goes to patient care.  

Yalitzia Castillo Valdez, age 4, was missing 
a bone in her leg; it wouldn’t grow so the 
leg was amputated at Shriners Hospital. 
The Clinic fitted her with a prosthesis. She 
returns to The Clinic regularly to have the 
prosthesis checked and adjusted as needed. 
When she has a growth spurt, a new pros-
thesis will be made for her. 

            P.O. Box 67*Green Valley, AZ*85622-0067*520.648.3242*Fax.520.740.9701*www.standrewsclinic.org 



Treasurer Finance Report 
to 

The 54th Convention of The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 
 
The Finance Committee met 5 times since the last convention:  November 12, 2013, January 21, 2014, May 6, 2014 
and September 2, 2014. 

Members of the Finance Committee are:  Mrs. Deanna Chew (Insurance)(Church of the Nativity); Mr. Matthew K. 
Chew (St Stephen’s, Phoenix)Mr. Jack Colaric (Treasurer) (St Stephen’s, Phoenix); The Rev Canon Timothy Dombek 
(Canon for Stewardship & Planned Giving);  Mr. Clarke Greger (Chancellor) (St. Barnabas, Scottsdale);  Mr. Dan 
Packard (All Saints’ Phoenix) Mr. Mike Powell (Investment Chair) (Church of the Good Shepherd, Cave Creek);  The 
Rt Rev Kirk S Smith (Bishop); The Rev Canon Megan Traquair (Canon to the Ordinary) Cathy Black (diocesan 
staff)(Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix); and  Vicki Hohnbaum  (diocesan staff) (St. John the Baptist, Glendale). 

 
The Finance Committee made the following recommendations to Council:  

 A three year lease between Creciendo Unidos and San Pablo be approved with an increase in reimbursements. 

 Sale of the double wide modular to Word Alive Christian center 

 CSC report on St Stephen’s, Sierra Vista be accepted as presented 

 Paul Severs, CPA, be approved to audit the 2013 financial records for  the Diocese, Chapel Rock and Trinity 
Cathedral 

 Purchase property in Morrison Ranch for the new church plant with the proceeds from the sale of property in 
Chandler 

 Church Insurance provide Workers Compensation for Diocesan employees 

 A Fund B loan of up to $120,000, at no interest, to help fund the ramada, new grass field and baseball field at 
Chapel Rock 

 A Fund B loan up to $300,000, at 4% interest with a 30 year amortization, to purchase property in Flagstaff 
for NAU Canterbury    NAU Canterbury to repay the loan 

 Fund up to $15,000 from the 2014 budget to fund Emmaus Episcopal Church in Surprise, AZ 

 St Raphael, Benson asked to be forgiven its Fund B Loan.  It was recommended that the possibility of 
restructuring the debt repayment be considered after an audit is completed.    

 2015 Financial Statement of Mission be presented to Convention 

 The CSC report for Church of the Apostles, Oro Valley be approved as presented 
 

 
The Investment Committee, which is a sub-committee of the Finance Committee, met 4 times since the last 
convention to review and make recommendations to the Finance Committee regarding investments.   The members of 
the Investment Committee are:  Mr. Brian Belanger (St Stephen’s, Phoenix); Mr. Jack Colaric (Treasurer) (St 
Stephen’s, Phoenix); Mr. Harold Dorenbecher (All Saints’, Phoenix); Mr. Larry Erickson (St Barnabas, Scottsdale),   
The Rev Scott Jones (St Francis in the Fields, Gilbert), Ms. Janet Kaiser (St Stephen’s, Phoenix), Mr. Mike Powell 
(Chair) (Good Shepherd, Cave Creek);  The Rt. Rev. Kirk S. Smith (Bishop)ex-officio; and The Rev Megan Traquair 
(Canon to the Ordinary)ex-officio. 

 
Faithfully submitted on behalf of the committee by Jack A Colaric, Treasurer and chair. 



The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 

2014 Diocesan Convention Annual Report 

World Mission/Companion Diocese Program Group 

 

The World Mission/Companion Diocese Program Group will begin a process of 

renewing our mission in the diocese and in the world with the completion of 

relationships and the beginning of new relationships. 

  

World Mission  

The Program Group is seeking churches in the Diocese of Arizona who are currently 

involved in World Mission work to collect the details of their story to be shared with the 

Diocese. We would like to hear from churches who are or who wish to become involved 

in World Mission work.  

 

The Episcopal Church in Navajoland  

In 2012 we established a companion diocese relationship between the Diocese of 

Arizona and the Episcopal Church in Navajoland. The Program Group is seeking 

churches in the Diocese of Arizona who are currently involved in any relationships with 

churches or missions the Episcopal Church in Navajoland to collect the details of their 

story to be shared with the Diocese. We would like to hear from churches who are or 

who wish to become involved in World Mission work.  

 

We seek to involve all persons interested in this relationship into a conversation 

regarding our actions to begin and support this relationship.  

 

Your Help Needed 

We encourage anyone interested in being involved in the work of the Program Group to 

contact the convener or any member of the Group. The Program Group continues to 

search for Diocese of Arizona members or clergy who have a passion for this work and 

these relationships.  

 

The Rev. Chuck Milhoan, Deacon 

Convener 

chuck@stjohnsaz.org  

mailto:chuck@stjohnsaz.org



