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Let Us Have Eyes To See  

The Rebecca I had known for thirteen weeks described 

a child with her own flow-chart response to a life we 

did not recognize from class:  another week, another 

relative's couch for a bed; free lunch at school is better 

than no lunch at home.  A routine vision check at 

school confirmed her nearsightedness, but could not 

provide the funds to correct the problem. 
 

What disrupted the flow of conditioned responses was 

another person’s perceiving a need and acting to affect 

change.  The eyeglasses she unwrapped that Christmas 

not only improved her sight, they affected her outlook. 

She saw letters and words, and she also saw the good 

in humanity: that person in the mall, that one in the car 

or at school could be the one who gave the new pair of 

glasses.   
 

I think of my student often when I revisit Miller Wil-

liams' poem "Compassion:" 
  

Have compassion for everyone you meet, even if 

they don't want it. What appears bad manners, an 

ill temper or cynicism is always a sign of things no 

ears have heard, no eyes have seen. You do not 

know what wars are going on down there where the 

spirit meets the bone. 
 

As we enter that time of year identified with steward-

ship, the language is familiar; words like first fruits and 

tithe and responsibility can become signposts just as 

Rebecca was number 92 out of 150 in SPH 107.  Stew-

ardship is much more. It is potential for relationship in 

front of us collectively through our outreach partners 

like Banks-Caddell School, the NCC, and Boys’ and 

Girls’ clubs of Decatur, but also individually through 

our own Namaste… that is seeing the divine in all we 

meet. So as we revisit the call to outreach, stewardship, 

and partnership in the next weeks, may we perceive 

that call through a new pair of glasses.  

Julie Sneed 
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Most people agree, I teach the most loathed class on 

campus: public speaking. So when a panicked stu-

dent greets me at the door on presentation days, I 

have heard it all, and I engage a mental flow-chart 

response: Sick grandmother? I understand; email 

your outline, and we'll schedule a make-up. Com-

puter crashed? Outline and reschedule. Hair would-

n't do a thing this morning? Your hair isn't speak-

ing; you are. 
 

And then, at the height of my cool predictions and 

conditioned-response, I am humbled. 
 

The student speaking to our class two years ago was 

the vision of ideal: diligent, engaged, thoughtful, 

and polished. She never missed class and occupied a 

front row seat. Her presentations were more conver-

sation, less dramatic monologue. So when she an-

nounced her persuasive topic encouraging us to give 

to charitable organizations, I admit I was under-

whelmed. 
 

Engage flow-chart: Overused persuasive. Give to 

charities. Few dollars a week. Change a life. 
 

But then my ideal student froze. No words; no 

movement except the tear she desperately willed to 

contain. Blurring sight of her keyword notecards, 

she continued. 
 

"I am that life you change. Eight years ago, I wore 

the same sweatshirt to school several times a week. 

I sat on the front row because the words on the 

board lost some of their fuzziness the closer I got. I 

was that faceless information on a notecard you col-

lected at the church a few weeks before Christmas: 

boy/girl, shirt size, shoe size, other needs.  And I 

was the doubtful ten-year-old who cried on Christ-

mas morning when, finally, there were real wrapped 

presents, not only the gifts of ‘love’ and ‘family’ 

that had become the expectation." 



 

 

Partner. The word has associations with making partner at a law firm or doctor’s practice. Yet, what does it 

really mean to be a partner? In this past year, we at St. John’s have begun to learn more what it means to part-

ner with wonderful organizations here in the Decatur/Morgan County area. We invite you to discern how we 

might partner together with you, your organization, or an organization you work with in the area. 
 

We believe that Christ Jesus came down not only to be our Lord and our Savior, but also to show us what the 

Kingdom of God looks like by partnering with us in building it.  While he was on earth, he urged his followers 

to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, take care of the sick, and 

visit those in prison. After he ascended he sent the Spirit to gather us all together in this work. We believe we 

are called to partner with Christ in finding and working with the underserved within our Decatur/Morgan 

County community.  
 

Last year we established a grants process. In the coming year we desire to continue this work, as we seek to 

share grants with a variety of organizations that represent a cross-section of needs. Our hope is that our grants 

will empower organizations to continue a successful project or to start a new one. In our partner organizations, 

we look for compassion, efficiency, and measurable positive outcomes. Priority will be given to projects that 

build relationships and offer a hand-up rather than a handout. 
 

Please visit our website (http://stjohnsdecatur.dioala.org/) under the outreach tab for an application. We hope 

you will consider applying for a grant this year. The application for 2015 funding is due to St. John’s no 

later than October 30, 2014. 
 

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact our curate, the Rev. Seth Olson at 256-353-9615 or 

email him at seth@stjohnsdecatur.org.     

One of our outreach committee goals this year is to develop metrics for our partnerships. Developing metrics 

will help St. John’s understand how well we are implementing our community outreach program as well as 

how to improve it. Part of this process will be counting things such as the number of bags we collect and deliv-

er to the CCC, the number of shoes we collect and deliver to the Boys & Girls Clubs, the number of meals we 

prepare, the number of people that participate, etc. Though we are researching a more formal methodology, 

here's a breakdown of our summer partnership with the Committee on Church Cooperation.  

Outreach Partnership Grants 2015 

“Are you a partner?” 

Outreach Committee Goals: Develop Metrics  



 

 

Partnerships & Opportunities 

Alabama Arise 

This organization is a coalition of 140 congregations 

and organizations as well as individual members that 

promotes state policies to improve the lives of low in-

come Alabamians. It’s sister organization, Arise Citi-

zens’ Policy Project, analyzes state policies and edu-

cates its members and the general public on poverty 

issues. Assistance needed organizing community meet-

ings; people willing to attend legislative day and mem-

ber meetings; and materials to help promote, support 

or host local advocacy meetings. St. John’s Repre-

sentative is Toni Roberts.  
 

Banks-Caddell Elementary School 

Backpacks for Food Program 

Many of the B-C families qualify for free and reduced 

meals. Even with that support, some families still 

struggle with providing enough food for their families 

either consistently or during certain part of the month. 

This program allows students to have additional food 

over the weekends during the school year. St. John’s 

provides food bags for 30 students. You can volunteer 

to be a shopper, packer, or deliverer. St. John’s Rep-

resentative is Erika Huber.  
 

Banks-Caddell Elementary School 

Home Helpers Program 

This after-school program runs Monday-Thursday 

from 2:30-4:30 pm beginning mid-October through 

April. It serves 25 students in the 2nd through 5th 

grades who for a variety of reasons need assistance 

completing their homework. Our goal for this pro-

gram is to have 6-8 volunteers each day of the pro-

gram to assist the students with reading, spelling and 

math homework. You may work one day each week or 

volunteer to be a substitute for the regular tutors. St. 

John’s Representative is Martha Freeman.  
 

Banks-Caddell Elementary School 

McDowell Environmental Camp 

This past spring, an anonymous donor made it possi-

ble to send 5th grade students from B-C to the MEC. It 

was a life-changing experience for many of them. We 

are determined to make this an annual event. You can 

help by donating money to the MEC fund or support-

ing the students by attending the session or coming  

down to camp for a meal. St. John’s Representative 

is Carolyn Price.  

Opportunities to Serve 

Boys and Girls Clubs of North Central Alabama 

The primary mission of the Boys and Girls Clubs is to 

inspire and enable all young people, especially those 

who need us most, to realize their full potential as pro-

ductive, caring, responsible citizens. Their programs 

are based on the needs and interest of the youth the 

Club serves. They build interpersonal relationships 

between the staff and participants. They need volun-

teers who will help young people take control of their 

lives, envision productive futures and reach their 

goals. St. John’s Representative is Bobby Straub.  
 

Committee on Church Cooperation 

The CCC has a long heritage of helping people in 

need. The staff and volunteers have done that with the 

aid of churches, individuals and organizations. The 

CCC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization serving the 

homeless and the working poor in Morgan County, 

Alabama. In addition to providing food from the food 

pantry, soup kitchen and clothes, the CCC helps peo-

ple starting over after a fire, students needing school 

supplies, and the sick who can’t afford medicine as 

well as helping families at Christmas. St. John’s spon-

sors the meal for the Soup for the Soul soup kitchen 

once a quarter. Volunteers are needed to help prepare 

and serve meals. Our next Soup Kitchen opportunity is 

on Monday, November 3. St. John’s Representative 

is Kathy Slaton.  
 

Community Free Clinic of Decatur-Morgan Cty 

The mission of the Free Clinic is to provide free, qual-

ity healthcare, dental care and prescription medication 

to low income, medically uninsured adult residents of 

Decatur and Morgan County, through volunteers serv-

ing the community in a manner that respects the digni-

ty of all persons. They could use volunteers to staff the 

office, reception area and provide meals for 20 peo-

ple. The also need paper products, copy paper, paper 

plates, paper towels, toilet paper, and exam table pa-

per. St. John’s Representative is Grant Thompson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Banks-Caddell 5th graders attend the McDowell Environmental Camp, 

March 2014. 
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Opportunities to Serve 

Hospice of the Valley, Inc. 

Camp Hope 

Held at Point Mallard Park, this is a day-long grief 

camp customized to target the grief of school-aged 

children (5-12). Each camper is assigned an adult bud-

dy who will accompany the child throughout the day 

and help him/her integrate, understand, and express 

the feelings that accompany the loss of a close loved 

one. They need volunteers to serve as buddies (10-15), 

craft items for children's groups, and refreshments for 

Camp Hope. St. John’s  Representative is Karen 

Sawyer.  

 

Mental Health Center of North Central AL, Inc. 

Decatur-Morgan Group Home 

The group home provides 24/7/365 housing and sup-

portive services for 14 adults diagnosed with a serious 

mental illness such as schizophrenia, major depres-

sion, bi-polar and the like. They need help with paint-

ing, landscaping, and other facility maintenance 

needs; assistance with feeding group home residents 

and children during summer programs; help promot-

ing their special events; provide transportation to 

weekly services; provide a Sunday meal; and have a 

music ministry come to the group home. St. John’s 

Representative is Dodie Hall. 
 

Neighborhood Christian Center 

The mission of the NCC is to serve our neighbors in 

need with the gospel of Jesus Christ and provide hope 

and healing through education and discipleship. They 

need volunteers to pray, encourage, mentor and teach 

their educational programs. They could also use peo-

ple to provide meals for classes and graduations. They 

always need people to volunteer on Food/Clothing 

Days (Monday-Wednesday). St. John’s Representa-

tive is Bobby Straub.  

 

Parents & Children Together (PACT) 

A Hand Up 

This program is designed to help meet needs of fami-

lies when they are at a critical point in their life. It will 

provide case management services to perform a thor-

ough assessment of the family situation and establish 

goals to help families begin to develop skills that    

promote self-sufficiency. St. John’s has a wonderful 

opportunity for great involvement with this program. 

Volunteers for PACT can work on a regular or part-

time basis. They can be trained and have the oppor-

tunity to work as case managers/intake workers and 

be directly involved with families. St. John’s Repre-

sentative is Cassandra Moore.  

 

St. John’s Community Garden 

The garden provides vegetables, herbs and fruit for 

many local organizations such as the Free Clinic, 

PACT, Banks-Caddell School children and teachers 

but more than that, it provides gardening and learning 

opportunities for children as well as adults. We need 

volunteers to water, weed and harvest.  St. John’s 

Representative is Carolyn Price.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Banks-Caddell students tend the garden.  
 

The Outreach/Partnership Committee has adopt-

ed the Oath for Compassionate Service from Toxic 

Charity, by Robert Lupton. 
 

 Never do for others what they have the capaci-

ty to do for themselves. 

 Limit one-way giving to emergency situations. 

 Strive to empower the poor through employ-

ment, lending, and investing, using grants spar-

ingly to reinforce achievements.  

 Subordinate self-interests to the needs of those 

   being served. 

 Listen closely to those you seek to help, espe-

cially to what is not being said—unspoken 

feelings may contain essential clues to effec-

tive service.  

 Above all, do not harm. 

Please consider volunteering for one or more of 

these opportunities. Contact Seth Olson at 

seth@stjohnsdecatur.org or 256-353-9615. 


