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We need to re-educate ourselves on the realities 
of climate change and act strategically to pro-

tect our environment. Because experts tell us there 
is still a window of time in which governments, in-
dustries, communities and individuals can work to 
reverse the effects of greenhouse gases, we as people 
of faith have unique and immediate opportunities to 
help mobilize others for progress in timely ways. 

In the Diocese of Los Angeles, two new efforts 
will assist us in this work. Both involve partnerships 
with Campbell Hall, a highly respected Episcopal 
school located in North Hollywood for more than 

70 years. There we have set the foundation for edu-
cating elementary and secondary students through 
a curriculum to be developed by the newly created 
Bishop’s Chair for Environmental Studies and Food 
Security. Campbell Hall’s head of school, the Rev. 
Julian Bull, and I are glad to announce that the Rev. 
Andy Barnett, an accomplished scholar and compel-
ling educator, has accepted our invitation to serve in 
this capacity starting October 27. Some of you will 
recall the dynamic presentations that Andy and his 
Theodicy Jazz Collective made at last year’s clergy 
conference and Diocesan Convention annual meet-
ing, and we look forward to his new ministry among 
us. (For more on Andy Barnett and this new work, 

please see article on 
page 9.)

Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts 

Schori also will assist us in building momentum 
both locally and across the Episcopal Church by 
keynoting a webcast from Campbell Hall on Tues-
day, March 24, 2015, to offer an in-depth look at 
climate change and best steps for response. More 
information, including start time and programming, 
will be provided as it becomes available. 

Our efforts for education and advocacy can be 
strengthened by data provided and regularly updat-
ed by agencies including the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, which provides online infor-
mation here: www.epa.gov/climatechange/basics/.

In these ways, together with the ongoing efforts 
of numerous congregations and individuals within 
our diocese, we are united in addressing the urgent 
matter of climate change. As we move forward, 
please join me in the following Collect for the Con-
servation of Natural Resources (Book of Common 
Prayer, page 827).

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things 
on earth, you made us fellow workers in your cre-
ation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the 
resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our 
abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may 
continue to praise you for your bounty; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us also focus those areas of the world in which 
we work to stop violence. The desperate situa-

tion in Gaza represents a humanitarian crisis that 
continues to require the response of all people of 
good will, political differences aside. The Al Ahli 
Hospital of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and 
the Middle East continues in need of our prayers 
and financial assistance. With recent power outages, 
shortages of supplies, and the influx of patients need-
ing treatment, the hospital is stretched beyond its 
ordinary capacity. To assist the hospital, please con-
sider joining me in making a contribution through 
our Diocese, which enjoys a companion relationship 
with the Diocese of Jerusalem. Checks made payable 
to the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles can be ear-
marked, and funds then forwarded promptly, for use 
of Al Ahli Hospital. ?
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“...We as people of faith have unique and 

immediate opportunities to help mobilize 

others for progress in timely ways.”

Responding to 
climate change

Save the Date
Tuesday, March 24, 2015

11 a.m.

Climate Change 
Webcast 

with Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori

from Campbell hall, 
north hollywood
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Time to prepare 
for Diocesan  
Convention
Theme of annual meeting  
will be ‘Horizons & Heritage’

With Labor Day comes the beginning 
of the program year, and that means 

preparations for Diocesan Convention, the 
annual meeting of the clergy and congre-
gations of the diocese through their elected 
delegates, to take place this year on Friday 
and Saturday, December 5 and 6 at the 
Ontario Convention Center.

Clergy and elected delegates and alter-
nates from each congregation have re-
ceived the “Call to Convention,” mailed 
in July by Canon Janet Wylie, secretary of 
convention.

The Convention theme, “Horizons & 
Heritage,” is the same as that of the six-
month commemoration of the 150th anni-
versary of the Episcopal Church’s continu-
ing parish ministry in Southern California. 
Starting in December, the observance in-
cludes marking the first service, on Christ-
mas Day 1864, of St. Athanasius Episco-
pal Church, the congregation at the heart 
of the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in Los 
Angeles. The parish remains the oldest 
continuing Protestant house of worship in Southern California. 

A full calendar of 2015 events culminating with a June 12 con-
cert at the Walt Disney Concert Hall will be released during the 
Diocesan Convention meeting. Further information will follow 
in The News and on the diocesan website (www.ladiocese.org).

Convention delegates and clergy will hear reports of work done 
over the last year by the bishops, institutions and organizations 
of the diocese. They will consider any resolutions submitted and 
vote for diocesan officers.

Visitors are welcome to attend convention and wander the ex-
hibit hall, which will showcase many ministries of the diocese and 
its congregations, and offer a variety of goods for sale.

During October or November, each deanery in the diocese will 
hold a pre-convention meeting with a member of diocesan staff. 
All delegates and clergy are expected to attend, and all interested 
church members are invited. (See box, right.)

 Elected lay delegates and alternates and clergy of the diocese 
will find detailed information, instructions, forms and deadlines 
on the newly redesigned Diocesan Convention web page at www.
ladiocese.org/convention/home.html, to be launched Sept. 2.

The page also has links to information for exhibitors, volunteers 
and visitors, including instructions for submitting resolutions, 
nominating candidates for diocesan offices, and suggestions and 
resources for anyone planning to attend convention. ?
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By Pat McCaughan

Since last August, the Episco-
pal Diocese has partnered 

with Community Health Councils to do 
outreach and education about the Afford-
able Care Act and to provide information 
to people about Covered CA and Medi-
Cal enrollment. It has been a busy year for 
Shelley Weitzel, Joanne Leslie, and Mary 
Gleason. In that time, they have partici-
pated in 100 different events ranging from 
education forums at congregations, work 
source centers, health fairs, food banks, 
naturalization ceremonies, local park pro-
grams, and assisting at Children’s Hos-
pital Los Angeles. Outreach efforts have 
reached 8,600 consumers, and they are 
still going strong.

Statistics for the first enrollment year un-
der the Affordable Care Act surpassed ex-
pectations. As of April 15, 2014, Covered 
CA enrollment reached 1,395,929, and 
Medi-Cal enrollment reached 1,930,000. 
Most of the people who enrolled in Cov-

ered CA received some level of a subsidy; 
in fact, 88% of those who enrolled re-
ceived assistance.

As of now, Covered CA is offering spe-
cial enrollment for people who experience 
a “life event,” which could be considered 
as loss of health insurance, marriage, be-
coming a citizen or legally permanent 
resident, a move to an area with different 
plans, birth or adoption, exceptional cir-
cumstances, or an error by a Covered CA 
enrollment counselor. An individual must 
enroll within 60 days of their “life event” 
in order to obtain coverage.

Covered CA’s next open enrollment pe-
riod will be Nov. 15 - Feb. 15. There will 
be some changes to look forward to in 
2015, Weitzel 

Health care  
enrollment
resumes

(continued on page 12)

A nurse checks a client’s blood pressure at a 
health clinic at St. Timothy’s Church, Compton.

deanery 1: 
saturday nov. 8, 9 a.m.
Trinity Episcopal Church
1500 State Street 
Santa Barbara

deanery 2: 
saturday, nov. 15, 10 a.m.
St. Michael and 
All Angels Church
3646 Coldwater Canyon 
Studio City

deanery 3: 
saturday, oct. 18, 10 a.m.
St. Bede’s Church
3590 S. Grand View Blvd. 
Los Angeles
323.663.2063

deanery 4: 
saturday, nov. 1, 10 a.m.
St. Mark’s Church
1020 North Brand Blvd. 
Glendale

deanery 7: 
saturday, nov. 15, 10 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church
526 Magnolia Avenue
Corona

deanery 9 & deanery 10: 
saturday, nov. 15, 9 a.m.
St. Paul’s Church
1221 Wass Street
Tustin

Pre-convention meetings scheduled to date:

Meetings for Deaneries 5, 6 and 8 will be announced when 
plans are complete. For full information, visit the convention 
website at www.ladiocese.org/convention/home.html

http://www.ladiocese.org
http://www.ladiocese.org/convention/home.html
http://www.ladiocese.org/convention/home.html
http://www.ladiocese.org/convention/home.html
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ince St. Paul’s Church in Tustin started Sunday 
Supper to feed the hungry, it’s been like “loaves 
and fishes,” multiplying all the way, according to 

the Rev. Kay Sylvester, rector.
“One of the most basic ways to serve Christ in 

all people is to feed them,” she said. “After, all, it’s 
what Jesus did.”

In the four years since the weekly meals began, 
the program has engaged interfaith partners, added 
a grocery giveaway and expanded to provide school-
year snacks for at-risk students as well as lunches 
and snacks during a four-and-a-half week summer 
session.

And “New Church” happened; a 6:30 p.m. wor-
ship service every third Sunday following the meal. 
“It is very Anglican in shape but the language is as 
inclusive as we know how to make it,” Sylvester 
said. “Our goal is to get participants involved as 
worship leaders; it’s as lay-led as we can make it.”

sunday supper, ‘just like family’
Long before the 5:30 p.m. Sunday Supper begins, 

arriving guests are greeted and seated at tables out-
side on St. Paul’s patio.

Volunteer Shai Sklar, 12, describes for guests An-
gelo and Mary Mitchell the ingredients in an “Es-
sential” — a blend of pineapple, apple and orange 
juices — and the evening’s featured menu: “Salad, 
rolls, and a taco casserole, with ground beef or tur-
key, and green peas on the side. And I’ll be happy to 
serve you.”

What drew the Mitchells to the Sunday Sup-
per is a roller coaster of a story, beginning in Italy 
where Angelo, 66, says he was born and spent ages 
five through 11 in an orphanage. He and Mary met 
years later, after he made his way to Boston where 

he ran the gift shop at St. Paul’s Cathedral. She was 
a student at Boston State College and stopped at the 
church to light a candle.

Things were sometimes up, sometimes down; 
they fell in love and married, moved to California, 
worked hard, bought and lost a home and spent 
years living in a motel. Eventually they found an af-
fordable studio apartment and, in the local library, 
saw a flyer about the Sunday Supper.

Angelo made an immediate positive connection:  
it was “another St. Paul’s. We’ve been coming ever 
since. People here are really giving,” he said Aug. 10. 
“They go all out for you. It’s like a family here.”

Every guest — and there were at least 100 this 
particular Sunday, homeless and working poor in-
dividuals and families, some disabled, some lonely 
seniors — has a story. Taking time to hear those 
stories and to build relationships is a major part of 
what happens each week, according to the Rev. Kay 
Sylvester, rector.

“We serve everyone restaurant-style, because a lot 
of our guests are elderly and disabled and making 
them stand in line is just rude,” said Sylvester. “It 
gives the volunteers who serve them a chance to in-
teract with them on a personal level. We’ve gotten to 
know them and they know us.”

‘loaves and fishes’ feedings, partnerships
The Sunday Supper program was born four years 

ago after “somebody donated 750 hamburger patties 
to us … and a freezer,” recalled Sylvester, chuckling. 

“They just arrived; nobody ordered them. We had 
this plenty, and we had experience” from a prior two-
year partnership with Angel Food, a monthly grocery 
giveaway. That partnership had ended “and we were 
sitting around grieving the loss when somebody said, 
‘We have this kitchen.’ Somebody else said, ‘There’s 
750 hamburger patties, we could feed people here.’”

So they organized the first Sunday supper “and 
nobody came,” Sylves-

Jewish, 

Methodist, Sikh 

and Christian 

congregations  

join together at 

St. Paul’s to  

serve hungry  

  and homeless

By Pat McCaughan

Above: Volunteers from 
Congregation B’nai  

israel join members of  
St. Paul’s episcopal 

Church to cook a 
Sunday Supper for the 

local needy and 
homeless. Five other 

Tustin-area congrega-
tions also take turns 
cooking and serving 

the weekly meals.
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(continued on next page)

Sharing blessings:
Sunday Suppers in Tustin offer food, 

worship and interfaith partnerships
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ter recalled. “We thought, did we make a 
mistake? Is this really the ministry we’re 
called to?” 

They decided to invite other communi-
ties of faith to participate, and the response 
was overwhelming. Current partners in-
clude Congregation B’nai Israel, the Alders-
gate United Methodist Church, The River 
Church, Tree of Life Congregation, the 
Sikh Center of Orange County (SCOC), 
and Trinity Episcopal Church in Orange, 
according to Laura Siriani, St. Paul’s wel-
come and communications coordinator.

Anyone who shows up is fed, no ques-
tions asked, no identification required. 
And, with the help of the Second Harvest 
food bank, community grants and private 
donations, guests also receive a bag of gro-
ceries weekly, Siriani said. 

Fresh vegetables frequently come from 
“Gordon’s Garden” the church’s commu-
nity garden commemorating the ministry 
of the Rev. Canon Gordon P. Yeaton, St. 
Paul’s associate rector, who died in 2007.

Dr. Jasjit Singh, Sikh Center youth lead-
er and interfaith activities chair, said the 
Sunday Supper program resonates with 
the Sikh custom of providing meals after 
worship “so when we heard about it we 
wanted to get involved.

“It’s just been a wonderful experience 
for all of us because we’ve had the op-
portunity to meet and interact with the 
community they’re feeding,” said Singh, a 
pediatrician. “It’s been a wonderful two-
way street; we’ve developed such a great 
friendship with the people of St. Paul’s and 
the community.”

leap of Food snacks; a summer session
About a year after the Sunday Sup-

pers began, the partners began offering a 
daily snack for students at St. Paul’s LEAP 
Learning Center. LEAP — Learning, Edu-
cation, and Achievement Partners — is a 
16-year-old after-school tutoring program 
for at-risk students that promotes academic 
success and encourages life-long learning. 
LEAP, originally a ministry of the church, 
has become a separate nonprofit agency.

“Peggy Catron is the driving force be-
hind the snacks,” Siriani said. “Her vision 
was that they get a nutritious, protein-rich 
snack. Prior to that, they would get a gra-
nola bar but they still would be hungry.”

This year, the interfaith partnership em-

barked upon “LEAP of Food” — feeding 
lunch and snacks to 150 students during a 
four-and-a-half week summer session.

According to Catron, “These kids may 
have little to eat during the summer days, 
and our goal is to help them eat better 
and to learn better during the month-long 
summer school program.”

giving back 
Inside St. Paul’s parish hall and kitchen, 

Congregation B’nai Israel volunteers add-
ed rolls and butter to more than a hundred 
plates of tossed salads, assembled plastic-
ware and napkins and topped off taco cas-
seroles with shredded cheese before pop-
ping them into the oven.

“We’ve been involved since the begin-
ning,” said Michelle Madick, coordinator 
for Congregation B’nai Israel “and we in-
volve our young people. They build rela-
tionships with the guests,” she said. “We 
suggest they participate as part of their 
mitzvah project.”

“This is just a simple way to give back 
to the community,” said Daniela Gruber, 
27, who along with her mother Roe, sliced 
chocolate chip bundt cakes, lemon bars 
and cheesecake. “Mom and I started doing 
home-baked desserts because they’re way 
better than store-bought.” 

Outside on the patio, mother and daugh-
ter Karen and Maya Jaffe offer the HaM-
otzi, a traditional Jewish blessing over the 
bread, in both Hebrew and in English: Ba-
ruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam 
hamotzi lechem min ha’aretz; “Our praise 

to you, eternal our God, sovereign of the 
universe, who brings forth bread from the 
earth.”

And the meal is served, restaurant style. 
But for guests like Kathy Frosh it is much 
more than a simple meal.

“My friends from the senior center are 
mostly here,” said Frosh, 91. “I like to 
visit with them.”

Her husband of 65 years, Lloyd, passed 
away six years ago, she said. Before they 
retired, the couple had operated a whole-
sale flower business together in San Juan 
Capistrano.

“I don’t have any other relatives near 
here,” she said. “This is like family for me. 
It just kind of consoles me. I have a lot of 
fun being with the people I know.”

And Harlan, a 63-year-old client, hugged 
St. Paul’s volunteer Kathy Jones, who coor-
dinates the grocery giveaway table. 

“I like it here,” he said of the Sunday 
meals. “I know everybody here. Supper’s 
good. I know a lot of people here. I’ve 
been homeless about 20 years, but I know 
I can come here.” ?

JA
n

eT
 K

AW
AM

o
To

TuSTin (continued from previous page)

JA
n

eT
 K

AW
AM

o
To

ST
. P

Au
L’

S,
 T

uS
Ti

n

Above: Volunteers Maya and Debbi and, at 
right, Shai of Congregation B’nai israel serve 
clients at Sunday Supper at St. Paul’s Church 
in Tustin. Above right: A volunteer provides a 

snack to a student at the summer school 
program held at St. Paul’s for at-risk children.
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At top: 
John yoder, Charles 

“Chas” Belknap, 
Mark Shier, David 
heaney and Gary 
hall (now dean of 

Washington national 
Cathedral) surround 

Victoria hatch on 
the day Bishop 

robert C. rusack 
ordained all of them 

to the priesthood, 
Jan. 15, 1977.

A conversation 

with L.A.’s  

first female 

priest and  

bishops 

By Pat McCaughan

hen asked to reflect 
about being the first 
woman ordained a 

priest in the Diocese 
of Los Angeles, the Rev. 

Canon Victoria Hatch has 
said it before and she says 
it again, with feeling: “It’s 
been a wild ride, but it’s been full of grace.”

Such moments of grace included attending the 
1974 ordinations of the Philadelphia 11 — one of 
whom was her sister, the Rev. Nancy Wittig. A July 
26 celebration commemorating that event was held 
at the Church of the Advocate in Philadelphia.

“It was amazing,” Hatch recalled about the first 
celebration. The recent event, which Hatch was un-
able to attend, also celebrated the ministry of all 
women, lay and ordained, in the past, present and 
future and some speakers called for a greater repre-
sentation of women in the House of Bishops. 

So, Los Angeles being the only diocese in the Epis-
copal Church with three resident women bishops —
Diane Jardine Bruce, Mary D. Glasspool and Cath-
erine Roskam — the Episcopal News invited them to 
join Hatch in sharing their views about the impact 
of women on the wider church in general and about 
their own ministries in particular.

Also amazing for Hatch was coming of age in a 
military family and experiencing church throughout 
the world. “Today (Aug. 6) is the anniversary of my 
confirmation,” she said.

 “It was the Feast of Transfiguration, 1961. We 
were in Kobe, Japan. I was confirmed by the presid-
ing bishop of Japan, because Dad was on a ship that 
was making a port call, and there was the American 
consul general and my family and the commander-
in-chief of the 7th Fleet and little old me. It was one 
of those moments in time where all those things 
come together and you get whacked upside the head 
by the Holy Spirit and recognize it.”

There have been other such moments for Hatch, 
who eventually landed at the American University 
in Washington, D.C. She immediately became active 
in diocesan councils, like the interracial task force 
formed after the 1968 riots following the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. 

“It was an amazing experience to sit with Verna 

Dozier and others from the black community who 
were saying, ‘no more second-class citizenship, back- 
of-the-bus stuff,’” she recalled. “It was an incredible 
experience … I began to see the church from that 
perspective and understand it as a political entity as 
much as a community of faith.”

Of her own “bumps” along the way, she says, 
“they were good training for the rejection of one’s 
life in the church.”

Such as seeking the support of her rector at St. 
James’ Church in Leesburg, Virginia, during the pro-
cess to ordination. “He said, ‘Like hell — we’re not 
going to sign the papers.’” She transferred member-
ship to Church of the Resurrection in Alexandria, 
which wholeheartedly supported her. 

“It was not the end of the world,” she recalled, 
“but it was rough.”

There were death threats when she was ordained 
Jan. 15, 1977 and a bank of reporters. Yet with 
characteristic humility Hatch said, “I guess it was 
historical, but it was these other people’s ordinations 
too, not just mine.”

Those experiences prompted her to support oth-
er women in the ordination process. Her advice to 
women serving in any lay or ordained ministry is to 
“be authentic. Don’t try to be something else. For the 
first couple of years there were some guys who want-
ed us to be mini-guys. It’s that authentic being that 
is essential to the priesthood and when you don’t do 
that, you betray God and (continued next page)

‘We’re all in this 
together

40 years of women in  
the priesthoodw
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For more about the 40-year history of women 
in the priesthood, beginning with the ordination of  

the “Philadelphia 11” in 1974, visit the  
“episcopal Commons” Facebook page, where  

Canon for Community Relations Robert Williams  
has complied the stories of 40 pioneering ordained 

women in the episcopal Church.
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you betray the church, ultimately.”
She served as an associate at St. Cross 

Church, Hermosa Beach; spent 27 years 
at St. Agnes, Banning, and two and a half 
at St. George’s, Riverside, before retiring. 
She now assists at Church of St. Paul in the 
Desert in Palm Springs.

Women clergy have come a long way, 
but “in terms of the integrity of the church 
and the integrity of the community of 
faith, I think we still have a long way to 
go,” she says. “I don’t think it’s an easy 
thing for women in the church even now.”

Yet, she says, “it amazes me that, in less 
than 40 years, we have a presiding bishop 
who’s a woman.”

She recalled a moment with Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, dur-
ing which Hatch thanked her “for what 
you’ve done for the church since becoming 
PB. Her response was, ‘No, thank you for 
leading the way. We’re all in this together; 
we all must continue proclaiming the good 
news of Jesus Christ.’”

Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine 
Bruce was the first woman elected 
rector at St. Clement’s by-the-Sea 

Church in San Clemente, where she served 
for 10 years prior to her 2009 election as 
the first woman bishop in Los Angeles.

Being authentic is the way she won over 

an early St. Clement’s skeptic, a woman 
who on her first day as rector gave Bruce 
“three weeks to prove yourself to me or 
I’m out of this congregation.”

But when the skeptic discovered 
Bruce, in T-shirt and shorts, scrub-
bing the restroom floor on her hands 
and knees, she had a change of heart. She 
helped Bruce spruce up the room. 

“The following week,” Bruce recalled, 
“she came in and said she’d decided not 
to leave. She said, ‘I figure if you care as 
much already as you do for us, I want to 
see what else you’re going to do. You have 
my full support. And she became my big-
gest supporter. “

Bruce considers the story an example of 
women’s tendencies to be relational, and 
the resultant healthy impact locally and in 
the House of Bishops (HOB). 

“Although we are small in number in 
the HOB, I do think our nature is influ-
encing the way the House operates,” said 
Bruce, who serves as assistant secretary 
to the HOB. “I tend to be pretty open 

and honest about everything I’m 
thinking and feeling. That kind of 
openness makes for more collab-

orative relationships.”
Having a woman in the church’s top spot 

helps, she added. “Having a woman presid-
ing bishop has had a wonderful influence 
on the House and the Episcopal Church, 
and a hallmark of Bishop Katharine’s work 
has been in the building of relationships all 
over the Anglican Communion.”

Building community and relationships 
has also been a hallmark of her own epis-
copacy. “The clergy know my number and 
they know they can text or call me. If they 
don’t hear back in 24 hours, they should 
do it again because it means I didn’t get it.”

Increasingly, more women are taking on 
leadership roles in the church, Bruce ob-
served. “We see more women rectors, and 
younger women coming up for ordination. 
We also see women of color taking more 
responsible roles in the church,” through 
multicultural ministries, areas she oversees 
in the diocese.

“I am just eternally grateful to the brave 
women and the bishops who made this 
40th anniversary possible and the women 
who were ordained right after them who 
did not have an easy time going though the 
process,” Bruce added. “They paved the 
way for people like me not only to be or-

dained but to become a bishop. There are 
no words to express except deep and pro-
found thanks for their bravery and open-
ness to step into this work.”

Bishop Mary Glasspool, the second 
woman elected bishop in Los Ange-
les, a cradle Episcopalian, jokes that 

“being in the church is the family busi-
ness.” The daughter of a priest, she is also 
a great- great-granddaughter of Alfred 
Lee, “the first bishop diocesan of the Dio-
cese of Delaware and the 10th presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church in the days 

when the PB was not elected but rather the 
senior bishop in the House of Bishops.”

A professional challenge, she said, “is 
really not to take the institutional church 
too seriously, to know spiritually that God 
is bigger than the church and from that 
perspective to try to discern what is it that 
God is up to now, because God is always 
doing something new. 

“I believe that God may be able to use 
the Episcopal Church in very particular 
ways and the Episcopal Church as an insti-
tution is not the be-all and end-all of God’s 
mission in the world and God’s plan for 
the universe.”

As an undergraduate student at the time 
of the Philadelphia 

WoMen (continued from previous page)

(continued next page)
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Diane Jardine Bruce speaks at the 2013 
Diocesan Convention.

Mary Glasspool awaits the beginning of an 
ordination service at the Cathedral Center.
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bishop mary d. glasspool
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11 ordinations, she said, their bravery 
sparked for her “a major-league wake-up 
call” to ordination as well as paving the 
way for tremendous change in the church.

She applauded Jefferts Schori for focus-
ing the church on mission and “on the 
millennium development goals (MDGs). 
When we [General Convention 2006] 
voted to have the MDGs help us as the 
kind of key value to shape our work in 
God’s mission in the world I was happy to 
come home and look up the United Na-
tions (UN) web page and see the shield of 
the Episcopal Church … with the UN pro-
claiming that the Episcopal Church had 
partnered with them,” she said. “I was 
proud to be an Episcopalian.”

And although women have come a long 
way in the church “in terms of support-
ing the gifts and skills of virtually half the 
church, half the world … we have a long 
way to go,” she said. 

“So, I would say to the woman in the 
pew, thank you for being in the pew. 
Thank you for showing up, for offering 
yourself. Thank you for all that you do, 
not only in the church but in the world 
and help us make it even better for our 
daughters, collectively speaking.”

Supporting young people is a special joy 
for Glasspool who, in addition to engaging 

interfaith and ecumenical ministries, also 
oversees the diocese’s Episcopal schools. It 
affords opportunities to see “loads of cre-
ative and expansive and supportive ways 
of assisting our young people to learn the 
core values of what it means to be a child 
of God in the world today and to express 
themselves in creative and healthy and 
growth-producing ways.”

Bishop Assisting Catherine Roskam 
is eager to throw out the first pitch 
Sept. 5 at the annual Episcopal 

night at Dodger Stadium because “I’m a 
Brooklyn Dodgers fan.”

Admittedly heartbroken when the 
Dodgers moved westward, the native New 
Yorker believes her pitch “is part of the 
healing. For me, this is coming home. I’m 
going to wear my Jackie Robinson jersey 
and I am just over the moon.”

She interrupts herself to “tell a funny 
story” about Olen, 5, her only grandchild 
and the reason she and her husband Philip 
relocated to Van Nuys. Recently, the father 
of one of Olen’s friends approached Ros-
kam curiously, she said. “‘I need you to 
clear up something for me,’ he said. ‘Olen 
is telling everyone his grandmother’s pitch-
ing for the Dodgers.’ I just loved it.”

She served as bishop suffragan in the Dio-
cese of New York for 16 years before mov-
ing to the Southland, and agreed to assist 
the bishops during and after Bishop Dioc-
esan Jon Bruno’s recovery from leukemia. 

She serves now as bishop-in-charge at 
St. James’ Church, Wilshire (Los Angeles), 
and also as caregiver for her husband Phil-
ip, who has Parkinson’s.

“I do feel very called at this time and 
this place and we’re having a good time … 
there’s a real sense of rejuvenation there,” 
she said. Among other things, the congre-
gation is creating a “living directory” com-
prised of members’ selfie photos.

Roskam has a background in theater as 
an actress and producer, and was ordained 
in 1984, during “the second wave” of fe-
male priests, she says. She served as an as-
sociate for five years in New York and rec-
ognized, after a while, “women were not 
being placed in charge of congregations.”

After a move to San Francisco where she 
served as an interim, she was asked by the 

bishop to lead a small mission church on 
the verge of closing. “He said they weren’t 
very used to women priests,” she recalled. 

“Their priest had died of cancer. An 
earthquake damaged the roof. There were 
about 12 people on Sunday.” But, she said, 
“in nine months’ time, we had a new roof, 
50 - 60 people on a Sunday and nobody 
was talking about closing anymore and we 
had a lot of fun together.”

Afterwards, she became a missioner for 
the diocese, assisting about 24 churches 
with congregational development and vi-
sioning. Then she was elected bishop suf-
fragan of New York.

Roskam believes inclusion of women 
clergy has resulted in “a clergy that is 
more whole now in terms of reflecting the 
image of God, male and female.” 

The question of the small numbers of 
active women bishops — less than 10 per-
cent — in the church involves systemic 
change, she said. 

“My hope is that if we examine the na-
ture of the integration of women in the 
House of Bishops and into the church as 
bishops, we don’t have to go the way of 
the world. Because, what happens when 
women go into a field and finally break 
ground and get there, generally what it 
means is the field itself loses remuneration 
and power,” she said. 

Change requires imagination, encour-
agement, nimbleness and fun, she added. 
“Because, to me, there are no failures; only 
successes and learning experiences.” ?

WoMen (continued from previous page)

• Chalices and metal ware
         • Plating and refinishing
 • Altar wine and candles
         • Clergy shirts and collars
           • Black suits, choir robes
    • Stoles and vestments

LOS ANGELES
1701 James M. Wood Blvd.

213/385-3366

LONG BEACH
1960 Del Amo at Cherry 

562/424-0963

Catherine roskam, pictured at the Cathedral 
Center in 2013.
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The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno has created 
the Bishop’s Chair for Environmental 
Science & Food Justice and named 

the Rev. Andrew K. Barnett to the new post 
at Campbell Hall Episcopal in North Hol-
lywood, California.

“Our children and youth need to be 
equipped with skills rooted in science and 
ethics to address the serious effects of cli-
mate change and achieve greater environ-
mental sustainability,” Bishop Bruno said 
announcing the new chair, through which 
he has charged Barnett with developing a 
curriculum to be offered for use in other 
schools within the Diocese of Los Angeles 
and beyond.

The curriculum will be linked with Bishop 
Bruno’s recently launched “Seeds of Hope” 
initiative that is helping local congregations 
provide nutrition education and locally 
grown fruit and vegetables on church sites, 
helping with food distribution to the needy 
in local neighborhoods. Recently awarded a 
$900,000 three-year county grant from the 
Los Angeles Health Department, Seeds of 
Hope assists more than 70 congregations in 
advancing their work of local food justice.

“Andy Barnett brings unique gifts to this 
work,” Bruno said of the Yale-educated 
priest, teacher, environmentalist, musician 
and founder of the Theodicy Jazz Collec-
tive, a group that has participated in recent 
diocesan meetings and toured nationally. 
Most recently Barnett has served the Dar-
row School of Lebanon, New York, as mu-
sic program director, environmental science 
teacher, and head cross country coach, help-
ing Darrow win its first cross country cham-
pionship in school history.

“Campbell Hall is very excited to host the 
new bishop’s chair and welcome Andrew 
Barnett,” said the Rev. Canon Julian Bull, 
headmaster at Campbell Hall, which serves 
1,100 students in grades K-12. “Our holis-
tic program inspires students to address the 
real challenges of our times with courage 
and intelligence. Barnett’s work will help us 
raise awareness and take more pointed ac-
tion in the complex arena of environmental 
sustainability.”

“I’m grateful for this opportunity to 

empower young leaders in the city, and to 
create replicable content for schools across 
the country,” Barnett said of his new ap-
pointment. “In the 21st century, loving our 
neighbors as ourselves now calls us to strive 
for stable climate, just society, and healthy 
global food systems. As people of faith and 
reason, we know we face inter-related crises 
that are dire and complex. Yet, in the face 
of daunting odds, a morally awake person 
is still called to action. And, that is in fact 
how you start a movement. You jump in 
and you partner with your community and 
you start anyway. You build projects that 
are big enough to matter and small enough 
to manage.”

Barnett — who begins the Campbell 
Hall appointment on 
October 27 — previ-
ously was a teach-
ing fellow in the Yale 
School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies 
in New Haven, Con-
necticut, where he was 
also director of music 
and art at the Episco-
pal Church of St. Paul 
and St. James. For the 
past eight years, he has 
continued as artistic di-
rector of the Theodicy 
Jazz Collective. In addi-
tion to his master of di-
vinity degree from Yale 
Divinity School and 
master of environmen-
tal management degree 
from Yale Environment 
School, Barnett holds 
a bachelor of arts in 
environmental studies 
from Oberlin College 
and a bachelor of arts 
in sacred music perfor-
mance from Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music.

Born in Minneapolis, 
Barnett was ordained in 
2012 in the Diocese of 
Minnesota. ?

Bishop creates chair for Environmental 
Studies & Food Justice at Campbell Hall
Andrew Barnett, environmentalist and musician, accepts post

Andrew K. Barnett, who at the 2013 
Diocesan Convention performed with his 
Theodicy Jazz Collective and spoke 
regarding Seeds of hope, has accepted 
Bishop Jon Bruno’s appointment to the 
new teaching position at Campbell hall.

e D u C A T i o n

http://bit.ly/CongregationPlans
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he Diocese of Los Angeles is “ready and wait-
ing” to aid unaccompanied children fleeing 

Central American violence by crossing the U.S.-
Mexico border, according to Diocesan Bishop J. 

Jon Bruno.
But, he added, there are no quick fixes.
“We need to look at the long term for the young 

people who have arrived in Southern California and 
have been reunited with family members here,” said 
Bruno. He has been meeting with representatives of 
L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and other community and 
faith leaders to help map a strategic plan to assist the 
unaccompanied children.

Public officials have said an estimated 50,000 un-
accompanied minor children have already been ap-
prehended at U.S. borders; they expect the number 
to reach 90,000 by year-end. About 4,000 have been 
released to family members in California.

“This is an area in which faith communities and 
philanthropy are working with government officials 
to determine the best path forward for assistance 
with legal aid and medical care, as well as necessities 
including school supplies, new clothes and shoes,” 
Bruno said. 

“We are ready and waiting to respond to these 
needs as soon as we learn that government agencies 
have set delivery procedures in place. These youths 
will continue to be part of our society for years to 
come, and we want to help them and all young peo-
ple to have opportunities to succeed.

“I am also aware that needs and responses will con-
tinue to vary among the six counties of our diocese. 
We will continue to monitor the needs of the immi-

grant children both locally and regionally. We 
are also working on an interfaith basis with 
various judicatories and denominations.”

vigils and prayer
The Rev. Melissa Campbell-Langdell, rec-

tor of All Saints’/Todos los Santos Church, 
Oxnard, said members of her congregation 
and other faith groups had collected Spanish-
language bibles and fans to donate to children 
initially housed at a former military base near 
the church.

“That was our way of trying to speak to 
their physical needs,” she told the Episcopal 

News. The base shelter, which has since been closed, 
“was very tightly run … to protect the children, but 
it also made it very hard to figure out how we could 
work together to assist them.”

All Saints and others have been collaborating with 
other communities of faith and local networks and 
“we plan to do prayer vigils every Friday” near the 
base, even though the children are no longer housed 
there, she said.

“Whether they have been relocated to family 
members or to other shelters, they are now going 
through the legal process of deportation and their 
needs continue even though we don’t know where 
they are,” she added. 

“We’ve been trying to support them from a dis-
tance, through prayer and vigils.”

what communities of faith can do: a fund to help
Meghan Tumilty, executive director of the Inter-

faith Refugee and Immigration Service (IRIS), a min-
istry of the diocese, also agreed that “this is not a 
short-term issue.”

IRIS “has established a fund to help the children 
with costs associated with their medical, housing 
and/or legal needs and [we] are asking congregations 
looking to get involved to make donations to this 
fund,” she said.

For the moment, she said, there is little, if any, op-
portunity for hands-on assistance because “this is a 
very, very complicated issue.”

Some of the children who have arrived locally 
have been placed in temporary shelters, while oth-
ers have been “given into 

Aiding migrant children will  
take patience, cooperation

t
IRIS creates a 

fund to help 

‘in the long term’

By Pat McCaughan

Above: Members of  
All Saints/Todos los 

Santos episcopal 
Church, oxnard, with  
representatives from 
the Ventura Country 

chapter of CLue 
(Clergy & Laity united 
for economic Justice) 

and The Abundant 
Table take part in a 

vigil in support of 
migrant children 

outside the naval base 
in Port hueneme where 
some of the youngsters 

from Central America 
were housed. 

(continued next page)

“We are ready and waiting to respond to 

these needs... These youths will continue 

to be part of our society for years to 

come, and we want to help them and all 

young people to have opportunities to 

succeed.”                  — Bishop J. Jon Bruno

A C T i o n
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the hands of relatives within 14 days and 
given a court hearing that could happen 
two years from now,” she said. 

“It’s not like these kids are actually get-
ting the legal help they need yet because 
the immigration court system is so back-
logged.”

Because they are children, she says, 
“there are a lot of safeguards in place for 
them” and, in many cases, the location of 
the shelters is confidential.

Tumilty said the unaccompanied chil-
dren are included within “the umbrella of 
the U.S. Department of State’s Office of 
Refugee Resettlement (ORR) from which 
IRIS receives a large portion of its funding 
and programmatic direction.

“The number of children in need of im-
migration assistance is overwhelming and 
IRIS is attending training and certification 
in order to provide assistance to help the 
population.” 

The arrivals have added to an already 
overwhelmed immigration system, she 
said. IRIS has also been working with lo-
cal and national partners, like the Episco-
pal Migration Ministries to share resourc-
es and offer a coordinated response.

“It is a very complicated issue with 
many layers that need to be evaluated,” 
Tumilty added. 

IRIS also has been distributing bilingual 
materials to the community for children 
and teens on how to keep safe in the Unit-
ed States. IRIS is available for “community 
outreach and education, legal, advocacy 
and coordination of assistance and those 
interested in helping out in some way,” 
Tumilty said.

IRIS will accept donations of clothing 
and shoes; school supplies (dictionaries for 
English learners are helpful); blankets and 
pillows; toys, books and hygiene products, 
as well as sports equipment (such as soccer 
balls and baseball gloves).

“Another more direct way that people 
can help is through sponsoring a fam-
ily,” Tumilty said.  “This would address 
any particular needs that the child might 
have whether it is a basic need or perhaps 
a need for mental health services or simply 
friendship.  We can create a system for this 
for churches looking to get involved.”

For information, interested individuals 
and congregations may contact IRIS at 
323.667.0489 or the diocesan Office of 

ChiLDren (continued from previous page)
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Bishop J. Jon Bruno, Bishop Minerva G. 
Carcaño of the united Methodist Church, 

robert K. ross, president and Ceo of The 
California endowment, and Fred Ali of 
Weingart Foundation appear at a press 
conference after visiting the shelter at a 
naval base in Port hueneme, California, 
where thousands of children from Guatema-
la, el Salvador and honduras were housed 
after crossing the border in June and July in 
search of friends or relatives in the united 
States. The faith leaders called for a 
humanitarian response to the desperate 
conditions of violence, murder and extortion 

by criminal gangs that have caused some 
52,000 children — some as young as eight 
years old — to leave their homes. Bruno also 
praised federal officials for the quality of 
care provided for the children. 

“Jesus’ words are clear about people in 
need,” Bruno said in a statement. “We need 
to be the compassionate hands and heart of 
Jesus in serving all children, and especially 
to those held in detention on both sides of 
the Mexico - u.S. border. May God help us to 
show God’s own love and mercy to these 
little ones while calling our governments to 
work together for peace with justice.”

Community Relations, 213.482.2040, ext. 
240, or at media@ladiocese.org with ques-
tions and for referral to IRIS programs as 

applicable.
Bob Williams, canon for community rela-

tions, contributed reporting for this story. ?

Religious, civic leaders respond to plight of migrant children

mailto:media%40ladiocese.org?subject=
http://cathedral-bookstore.myshopify.com
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says; for example, some plans will have 
lowered out-of-pocket maximums and 
lowered generic drug co-pays. There will 
also be “embedded” medical and dental 
plans offered to children and families. 

Medi-Cal, which has extended cover-
age to all citizens and legal permanent 
residents ages 19-64 with incomes up to 
138% of the federal pov-
erty level ($16,105 for an 
individual and $32,913 
for a family of 4) can con-
tinue to enroll year round. 

Medi-Cal has also made 
dental services more ac-
cessible for adults as of 
May 1, 2014 and has also 
made mental health ser-
vices more accessible to 
individuals.

The diocese will continue to partner with 
Community Health Councils until the end 
of this year with the hope of doing more 
health outreach forums at congregations 
and throughout the community as needed. 
August was the month to promote blood 
pressure awareness through the “Know 
Your Digits! Be in Control” campaign. 
St. Timothy’s, Compton, and All Saints’, 

Highland Park, both host-
ed clinics and education 
forums about Covered 
CA, Medi-Cal and infor-
mation to help those who 
are undocumented. 

Congregations of the 
diocese are invited to host 
a fall forum; for informa-
tion contact Shelley Weit-
zel at sweitzel@ladiocese.
org or 818.398.3670. ?

ACA (continued from page 3)

Shelley Weitzel, diocesan health 
care coordinator, assists a client.
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The Fall 2014 installment of “Versed,” 
a program of Tuesday evenings discus-

sions for young adults, will be “Jerusalem 
– The Holy City,” beginning October 7 at 
the Cathedral Center of St. Paul, Los An-
geles. Cost for the four sessions, including 
dinner, is $40. Each session will begin at 
7:30 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m.

The series is open to young adults ages 
21 to 39 who are interested in learning 
more about the history and spirituality of 
Jerusalem, the city built for God. 

The four sessions will be:

u Tuesday, October 7 
  David & Solomon – The Promise,  

with Bishop Mary Glasspool

u	Tuesday, October 14 
  The Siege & Exile – The Unexpected, 

with Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce

u	Tuesday, October 21
  Jerusalem’s Destruction – The Over-

throw, with Rabbi Noah Farkas

u	Tuesday, October 28
  Modern Day – Christianity Without 

Power, with Bishop J. Jon Bruno.

A flyer is at bit.ly/1sPTWdL; a registration 
form is at bit.ly/1riUhG1. For more informa-

tion, contact Chris Tumilty at ctumilty@
ladiocese.org. Space is limited, and pre-reg-
istration is required. 

The Cathedral Center is located at 840 
Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
(213.482.2040). ?

‘Versed’ continues  
with ‘Jerusalem –  
The Holy City’

The 2014 - 2015 class of Episco-
pal Urban Interns started their 

year of service in the Diocese of  
Los Angeles with an Aug. 4 - 6 orienta-
tion retreat at the Cathedral Center in 
Echo Park. The interns, college gradu-
ates from throughout the United States, 
met for the first time at the retreat, led by 
EUIP Director Suzanne Edwards-Acton. 

The young people will live in three 
communities — St. 
Stephen’s, Holly-
wood; Holy Faith, 
Inglewood; and St. 
Mary’s (Mariposa) 
in Los Angeles — 
while working at 
various social service 
agencies. From left, 
interns are: Emily 
Sexton (Ohio), Jes-
sie Osborne (Penn-
sylvania), Kristin Liu 
(Washington), Nick 
Sundback (Califor-

nia), Emilia Nardi (Maryland), Rebecca 
Miller (Ohio), William Dempsey (New 
York), Trevor Madore (Connecticut), Ro-
cio Fregoso (Pennsylvania), Elyse Wegner 
(Illinois), Dominique Bocanegra (Califor-
nia), Connor Thompson (Arkansas), Bi-
anca Jackson (Ohio), Dolores Macauley 
(New Jersey) and Niquise Toliver (Cali-
fornia). A web page with biographies of 
the interns is at bit.ly/1sy0JXR. ?

Interns begin year of service

P i L G r i M A G e  &  M i S S i o n

mailto:sweitzel%40ladiocese.org?subject=
mailto:sweitzel%40ladiocese.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/1sPTWdL
http://bit.ly/1riUhG1
mailto:ctumilty%40ladiocese.org?subject=
mailto:ctumilty%40ladiocese.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/1sy0JXR
http://www.angelenomortuaries.com/
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Victor Eichorn of St. Aidan’s Church, 
Malibu; Carissa Cherpes of St. Wil-

frid’s Church, Huntington Beach; Alison 
Farrar of St. James’ Church, South Pasa-
dena; and Ikenna (Kenny) Skerrett of St. 
John’s ProCathedral, Los Angeles repre-
sented the Diocese of Los Angeles at the 
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE), held July 
9 – 12 at Villanova University in Penn-

sylvania. 
EYE14’s theme was “Marked for Mis-

sion” and the gathering focused on help-
ing the 786 high school-age participants 
discern how the Holy Spirit has marked 
them for mission and how they might en-
gage in the work of the Anglican Commu-
nion’s Five Marks of Mission. 

The young people and their adult leaders 
heard from Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jef-
ferts Schori, President 
of the House of Dep-
uties Gay Jennings, 
Bishop Michael Cur-
ry of the Diocese of 
North Carolina and 
other church leaders, 
and went on an “ur-
ban pilgrimage,” vis-
iting sites of church 
history and mission 
in nearby Philadel-
phia. Full Episcopal 
News Service cover-
age of EYE14, with 
photos and video, is 
at bit.ly/1nvRpyf. ?

Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool 
visited St. Mary’s Church, Lom-

poc, on July 20 to send a team of young 
people and their adult leaders off to the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 
for the diocese’s annual Red Shirt Proj-
ect mission trip. Twenty young people 
from around the diocese, and two from 
Minnesota, lived, worked and learned 
with the Lakota-Sioux residents through 
Aug. 6. 

The teens put on a one-day powwow 
in the village, repaired and repainted the 
church door, cleaned and weeded the 
graveyard and repaired the community 
baseball field. 

“Our focus is on leadership training 
among the youth,” explains the Rev. Mi-
chael Cunningham, rector of St. Mary’s, 
who has led the group every year along 
with the Rev. Canon Robert Two Bulls, 
formerly a priest of the Diocese of Los 

Angeles and 
now missioner 
of the Depart-
ment of Indian 
Work and Mul-
ticultural Min-
istries for the 
Diocese of Min-
nesota and vicar 
of All Saints In-
dian Mission in 
Minneapolis. ?

After months of planning and fundrais-
ing, six high school students from St. 

George’s Church, Hawthorne, set off in 
July for a pilgrimage trip to New Orleans, 
where they saw Episcopal Church sites 
and worked with their hosts on mission 
projects. The young people and their adult 
leaders traveled by train from to New Or-
leans, remaining there for about a week be-
fore returning home by air. ?

Seven teenagers from St. Stephen’s 
Church, Santa Clarita, spent the 

last week of July in the Diocese of Na-
vajoland, a missionary diocese that cov-
ers portions of Arizona, New Mexico 
and Utah. 

The teens and their leaders, who 
included St. Stephen’s Rector Kelly 
O’Connell, at first painted window 
frames and sills at St. Michael’s Church 
in Upper Fruitland, New Mexico, and 
afterwards set to work at All Saints 
Church in Farmington, N.M., to var-
nish wood walls, paint, clear brush, and 
clear lumber and concrete from earlier 
demolition of a small building. ?

Local teens attend Episcopal Youth Event

Red Shirt Project takes annual mission trip

Santa Clarita youth work 
in Diocese of Navajoland

Hawthorne students go on  
pilgrimage to New Orleans

http://bit.ly/1nvRpyf
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A diverse group took part in an “Interfaith Walking Meditation on Interdependence”  
in Echo Park, Los Angeles, across the street from the Cathedral Center of St. Paul  

on the morning of July 4. About 70 people participated in the walk, stopping at sever-
al points for meditations in the Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Christian and Baha’i  

traditions. Bishop Suf-
fragan Mary Glasspool 
led the Christian medi-
tation, choosing the 
“gifts of the spirit” pas-
sage from Paul’s first let-
ter to the Corinthians. ? 

ordinations

Left: Bishop Bruno ordained the rev. Barrett Van Buren to the 
priesthood on Aug. 16 at St. John’s Church, La Verne, where he has 
been serving as deacon. Right: The rev. Brian Palmer was ordained 
to the priesthood on Aug. 10 by Bishop Jon Bruno at St. Matthew’s 
Church, Pacific Palisades, where Palmer is on the clergy staff.

Hundreds attended an Aug. 21 
prayer vigil organized by St. 

James Church, South Pasadena, 
after two local teens were ar-
rested for planning a future mass 
shooting at South Pasadena High 
School. Janet Anderson, SPHS 
principal, said, “We are strong 
and loving as you are strong and 
loving.” The Rev. Canon Anne 
Tumilty (inset, above), rector of 
St. James’, led the worship; the 
Rev. Michelle Baker-Wright (left), 
associate priest, also took part. ?

Prayer vigil stands against violence
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70 participate in interfaith ‘Walking Meditation’ on July 4

P e o P L e  News of  the  Diocesan Communi t y
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u The Rev. Ian Elliott Davies, rector of St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Hollywood, 
was named an honorary canon of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul on July 6 by Bishop 
Jon Bruno.

u	 Paul Meier, associate organist at St. 
James’ Church, Los Angeles, has been 
appointed assistant director of music at 
Grace Cathedral of the Diocese of Califor-
nia, located in San Francisco. Meier, an ex-
perienced organist and choir director, has 
been at St. James’ since 2006. 

u	Sarah Nolan, director of The Abundant 
Table and Join the Farm and lay chaplain 
at Cal State University Channel Islands, 
was recently awarded an Environmental 
Stewardship Fellowship by the Episcopal 
Church’s Office of Justice and Advocacy 
Ministries. 

u	Steve O’Connor, music director at All 
Saints by-the-Sea Church, Santa Barbara, 
was honored during induction ceremonies 
into Alpha Sigma Nu, the national Jesuit 
honor society. O’Connor also won the 
graduate student award at Loyola Mary-
mount University’s Huffington Ecumenical 
Institute symposium on liturgical music.

u	Holy Faith Church, Inglewood, held a 
farewell celebration on Aug. 31 for its rec-
tor, the Rev. Altagracia Perez-Bullard, who 
will begin serving as canon for congrega-
tional vitality for the Diocese of New York 
in November. 

u	Bishop Catherine Roskam, retired bish-
op suffragan of the Diocese of New York, 
has been called as bishop-in-charge at St. 
James’ Church on Wilshire Boulevard in 
Los Angeles, beginning July 1. Roskam 
has lived in the Diocese of Los Angeles 
since her retirement in 2012. She has fre-
quently assisted the bishops of the diocese 
with pastoral visits to congregations. “I 
feel blessed to be called to St. James in-
the-City with its rich diversity, its com-
passionate outreach, its commitment to 
education, and its excellence in liturgy,” 
Roskam told The Episcopal News. “I’m so 
looking forward to this new phase of our 
ministry together to the glory of God.”

u	The Rev. Nancy Sinclair retired in June 
as vicar of St. Theodore’s, Seal Beach. ?

u Robert Lee Johnson, 
Jr., longtime lay leader 
at St. John’s ProCa-
thedral, Los Angeles, 
vice-president of the 
Corporation of the 
Diocese and honorary 
canon of the Cathedral 

Center of St. Paul, died July 14. He was 
63. A funeral was held on July 26 at the 
ProCathedral. Johnson was one of the 
first African-American brokers at Mer-
rill Lynch. He later worked at the Cope-
land Companies as a financial broker. 
His career as an independent financial 
advisor spanned nearly 25 years.

u The Rev. Catherine 
Iona Keyser-Mary, 
a priest canonically 
resident in the Diocese 
of Los Angeles and 
most recently assisting 
at Church of St. John 
the Baptist in Aptos, 

California, died July 1. She was 72. Her 
husband, the Rev. Pard Keyser, a Presby-
terian minister, predeceased her. Keyser-
Mary served at Christ Church, Redondo 
Beach, from 2002. She also was director 
of pastoral care and chaplain at Epis-
copal Communities & Services’ Can-
terbury and Covington campuses from 
2005 to 2008. ?

Obituaries may be found at www.episcopalnews.com

reQuiescantconnections
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As the world mourn-
ed the death on 

Aug. 11 of actor-come-
dian Robin Williams, 
Episcopalians were re-
membering him as one 
of their own. Williams’ 

tongue-in-cheek list of “Top Ten Reasons 
To Be an Episcopalian” (as enumerated on 
one of his HBO comedy specials) has long 
been a favorite among church members:
10. No snake handling.
9. You can believe in dinosaurs.
8.  Male and female God created them; 
 male and female we ordain them.
7. You don’t have to check your brains 
 at the door.

6. Pew aerobics.
5. Church year is color-coded.
4. Free wine on Sunday.
3. All of the pageantry, none of the guilt.
2. You don’t have to know how to swim 
 to get baptized.
1. No matter what you believe, there’s bound 
 to be at least one other episcopalian who 
 agrees with you.

On a more serious note: Since Williams’ 
death, many church members have called 
for better understanding and care for those 
who suffer from the kind of depression that 
may have triggered his suicide. Resources 
are available through the National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline at 800.273.8255 or at 
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/. ?

Remembering Robin Williams, Episcopalian

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has 
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in 
existence for 14 years, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
On-Line Banking
Bill Pay
24-Hour Telephone Information

Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Individual Credit Counseling
Financial Education
Free Income Tax Preparation

eV
A 

ri
n

AL
D

i

http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://www.efcula.org/
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good shepherd, l.a., to 
sponsor women’s retreat

The Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) of Christ 
the Good Shepherd 
Church, Los Angeles, in-
vite women of the diocese 

of join its September Weekend Retreat 
Sept. 26 - 28 at La Casa De Maria Re-
treat Center in Santa Barbara. The price of 
$250 includes two nights’ lodging and five 
meals, with a $35 added charge for round 
trip transportation if needed. Retreat facil-
itator will be the Rev. Zelda Kennedy (pic-
tured), senior associate for pastoral care 
and spiritual growth at All Saints Church, 
Pasadena. Her goal is to offer through 
prayer and spiritual discussion ideas on 
how Christian women can impact youth 
and women’s issues in the community. For 
registration or additional information con-
tact Aleasta at 323.292.3417. 

gFs moms and 
girls invited to 
weekend camp

Girls Friend-
ly Society in-
vites mothers 

and their daughters to “unplug and plug 
in” at a weekend camp September 19 - 21 
at the Alpine Camp and Conference Center 
in the San Bernardino mountains, located 
less than two hours from most congrega-
tions of the diocese. The camp, with the 
theme “A Heroine’s Journey — Chances 
and Choices,” will offer blue skies, starry 
nights, songs around the campfire, swim-
ming under the trees, time to talk, and 
trails to walk. Open to women and to girls 
8 - 21 years old. Price varies; includes two 
nights and five meals. See registration form 
at bit.ly/1qXcfsT for more information, or 
contact Margaret Nolde at GFSCalifornia@
gmail.com.

oct. 11 ‘safe church’
misconduct prevention 
training

The Very Rev. Canon 
Michael Bamberger will 
lead a Safeguarding God’s 
People workshop on Sat-

urday, October 11, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Safe 
Church is a misconduct prevention pro-
gram. All employees of the diocese and its 
congregations, as well as volunteers such 
as Sunday school teachers and aides, youth 
ministers, lay Eucharistic ministers and oth-

ers must have a certificate of such training 
on file with the diocese, to be renewed ev-
ery five years. Cost is $5. Contact Christal 
Ellis at cellis@allsaintsbh.org. All Saints’ 
Church is located at 504 N Camden Drive, 
Beverly Hills 90210 (310.275.0123).

‘spiritual Journey’ 
program to begin 
sept. 6

‘Spiritual Journey,’ 
an eight-month ecu-
menical program de-

signed to introduce participants to the 
history and practices of Christian spiritu-
ality, spiritual direction, and personal spir-
itual discernment, will begin on Saturday, 
Sept. 6 at locations in West Los Angeles 
and Pasadena. The classes are sponsored 
by Stillpoint: The Center for Christian 
Spirituality. The program consists of eight 
five-hour sessions, meeting once a month. 
Pre-registration is required; enrollment is 
limited. For information and registration, 
visit www.stillpointca.org. ?

‘The Mystery Of The Cross” will be 
the topic of the 2014 Stern Lecture 

to be delivered by Lutheran Bishop R. 
Guy Erwin Friday - Sunday, Sept. 12 - 
14 at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
Pacific Palisades.

Erwin, bishop of the Southwest Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, will speak on the theology of 
the cross from the beginnings of Chris-
tianity.

The first installment of the lecture, 
“The Scandal of The Cross,” will be Fri-
day, Sept. 12 at 7:30 p.m. The lecture will 
continue on Saturday, Sept. 13 at 9 a.m. 
with “The Suffering of the Cross,” “The 
Glory of the Cross,” “The Folly of the 
Cross” and “On Being A Theologian Of 
The Cross.” Saturday’s presentation will 
include a luncheon on the parish court-
yard. Admission is free but reservations 
are required for the luncheon, and may 
be made by e-mailing to sternlecture@ 
stmatthews.com.

Bishop Erwin will also preach at 8 
a.m. and 10:15 a.m. services on Sunday, 
Sept. 14 at St. Matthew’s, and engage in 
a 9 a.m. forum titled “Crossing Borders: 
The Story of My Vocation.”

Erwin earned a doctorate and two 
master’s degrees at Yale University and a 
bachelor’s degree at Harvard University. 
He attended seminary at Yale Divinity 
School and the universities of Tübingen 
and Leipzig in Germany. He was a lectur-
er in church history and historical theol-
ogy at Yale Divinity School from 1993 to 
1999. Most recently he was the Gerhard 
and Olga Belgum Professor of Lutheran 
Confessional Theology at California Lu-
theran University in Thousand Oaks. 

Ordained in May 2011, Erwin is the 
ELCA’s first synod bishop who is gay 
and partnered. He and his spouse, Rob 
Flynn, live in Los Angeles. ?

Lutheran Bishop Erwin to 
speak on ‘Mystery of the 
Cross’ for St. Matthew’s 
Stern Lecture Sept. 12-14

r. Guy erwin
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