
 

 

Nature or Nurture… It’s Still 
my Parents’ Fault 

Godfrey was shorter than me, but the 

aggression etched on his face made 

me cautious.  He looked at me 

suspiciously as I walked around the 

edge of his territory, taking a few 

paces towards me and making 

threatening noises.  Earlier that day 

one of my friends had not been so 

lucky.  He got a bit too close and 

Godfrey pounced.  Well, not 

pounced, as such, but chased.  My 

friend yelped and scampered down 

the path. 

Godfrey was one of the most 

defensive, yet well-intentioned, creatures on earth.  He 

was a goose.  And not just any goose, but an expectant 

father goose.  Twenty feet away from Godfrey's anxious 

pacing was Glenda, his mate.  She had laid seven eggs 

some four 

weeks earlier 

and all her days 

were now spent 

sitting on them, 

while Godfrey 

paced up and 

down flapping 

his wings at 

people and 

bobbing his 

head in a 

strange way that in goose 

language clearly meant, "Come 

any closer, buddy, and you'll 

lose a finger."  Godfrey is the 

reason you won't find 'Canada 

Goose' on anyone's list of 

endangered species. 

I met Godfrey and Glenda when I was at Lake Logan 

Episcopal Camp in the mountains of North Carolina in 

May.  I was there to unwind, meet new friends, and 

receive an outstanding week of teaching on the topic of 

clergy health, courtesy of the Church Pensions Group.  

Godfrey and Glenda live on a pond just outside the 

dining hall.  And there they spent their anxious days, 

giving us curious clergy a vibrant image of God's 

parental heart. 

God is jealous.  Not envious, you understand.  That 

would make no sense.  God owns all of creation, so how 

could he possibly envy someone?  No, those two words 

are not synonyms.  To be jealous is to be "fiercely 

protective or vigilant of one's rights or possessions."  And 

that, friends, is our God.  We are God’s children, and 

God is fiercely protective of us.  God gets mad when we 

are attacked (in a righteously indignant kind of way).  

God doesn’t get anxious, unlike Godfrey, but he does get 

broody.  He watches over us with pride; he goes out of 

his mind with sheer joy when he sees us. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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It is our joy to welcome to Mt. Cal-

vary our new Parish Deacon family 

– The Rev. Pat and Sandy Strohl.  

By now we have all been grateful 

for Pat’s friendly and dignified pres-

ence during worship and at other 

parish events.  Here’s a bio from our 

new staff member. 

“As a vocational deacon, I am com-

mitted to service.  In my previous 

parish, I served as visitation coordi-

nator, former senior warden, and 

treasurer of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 

School.  At the diocesan level, I 

serve as chaplain to the Rt. Rev. 

Nathan D. Baxter; Past Chairper-

son of the Diocesan Prison Ministry 

Commission, and Treasurer of the 

Episcopal Home of Shippensburg.  I 

am the Convener of the Harrisburg 

Convocation and Clericus. I am 

Past President of The Network of 

Episcopal Clergy Associations, ad-

vocating for all clergy—deacons, 

presbyters, and bishops.  As a re-

tired CPA and retired controller of 

L. B. Smith, Inc., I bring over thirty-

five years of experience in compre-

hensive financial management and 

reporting.  Currently, my diaconal 

ministry also includes performing 

reviews and budget analyses and 

preparation of financial reports for 

small parishes nationwide.  I served 

The Episcopal Church in 2006 as a 

General 

Convention 

volunteer 

and as alter-

nate deputy 

at General 

Conventions 

in 2009 and 2012.  In the communi-

ty, I serve on the board of directors 

of the Ecumenical Retirement Com-

munity of Harrisburg; as Treasurer 

and board member of Prisoner Vis-

itation and Support, a national min-

istry of visitation to incarcerated 

persons in Federal and military 

prisons; and as a director of the L. 

B. Smith Estate Charitable Founda-

tion, Inc.”   
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Today we are 

sitting neatly 

between 

Mother's Day 

and Father's 

Day.  For some 

people these 

can be days of 

celebration and 

joy.  For many 

others they can be times of solemn reflection, or even 

pain.  You see, we all had imperfect parents.  Some let 

us down in small ways which we have practically 

forgotten about.  Others may have failed us in 

spectacular and damaging fashion.  But, whether you 

had good parents or bad, they still missed their goal of 

being perfect. 

God, on the other hand, is the greatest of all parents.  

God’s love for you and me is so passionate and fierce 

that you can imagine him doing a Godfrey.  And you 

can certainly see him doing a Glenda.  He watches 

tirelessly over us, nurturing, protecting, like a mother 

bird.  He stands on guard ready to fight when 

something might otherwise totally overwhelm us or 

destroy us.  Of course, he gives us opportunities to 

grow and change by allowing trials and tests, but his 

promise is never to leave us and never to let us be 

overwhelmed beyond the power he gives us to endure.  

God is the perfect parent.  Godfrey and Glenda are 

pretty good too.  Exactly thirty days after laying her 

eggs, Glenda proudly presented seven tiny lime-green 

goslings to the world.  She had done her job perfectly, 

and so had Godfrey.  Now the chemicals in Godfrey's 

birdbrain have calmed down a bit.  It's possible to get 

within a few feet of him without him even noticing.  

His and Glenda’s focus is now on teaching their brood 

how to forage and stay out of danger.  Early in the 

morning they waddle to the big lake down the hill, 

guarding their seven adorable balls of fluff.  It’s Day 

Four, and all seven are surviving and thriving - a 

living testimony to great parenting.  May each of us 

experience God’s heart – the gentle nurture of the 

mother and the passionate protection of the father. 

Nature or Nurture 
(Continued from page 1) 

Welcome Deacon Pat and Sandy 



 

 

News from the Vestry 
Thank you to everyone who is up-to-date on their pledges 

this year.  At the end of April we were significantly down on 

our pledged income received.  Total receipts stood at 

$98,749, which is over $10,000 short of our budgeted 

amount, which is based on pledges received last autumn.  If 

you are behind in your pledge please try to catch up, or, if 

your circumstances have changed and you know you will not 

be able to fulfil your commitment, please talk to Fr. Duncan, 

Janet Dardick (Treasurer), or Liz Reusswig (Administrator).  

THANKS! 

_________________ 

The Vestry is beginning a wide-ranging discussion about 

artwork in the church.  This will include:  

 the relative helpfulness to our worship of the artwork that 

is currently in the nave;   

 making use of the beautiful new walls in the stairwell; and 

 making an interesting display of photos that tell our story 

as a parish. 

As with all topics, the Vestry is extremely welcoming of all 

thoughts and contributions from parishioners. 

_________________ 

Committee Speak 
Here’s what’s happening in some of our committees 

Communications… The new parish directory will be 

available by the middle of the summer.  We are working on 

assembling pages of photos that tell our amazing story.   

Pastoral care… The Lay Pastoral Assistants now have a 

new string to their bows… care for people living with 

depression.  A delegation of LPAs attended an excellent 

seminar by the Institute for Brain Potential on the topic of 

happiness, from a clinical and pastoral perspective.  Don’t 

forget to use our LPAs if you need someone to journey with you 

through one of life’s transitions. 

Property… New windows are currently being installed in the 

offices, parlor, and education wing.  This will add to everyone’s 

comfort and lower our heating and cooling costs.  Refurbishment 

of the bathroom is shortly to begin.  This includes the installation 

of sensor-type toilets and sinks, improved lighting, new 

partitions with a non-corrosive material, a deep clean floor and 

wall tiles, and re-paint. 
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Please remember and pray for our younger 

brothers and sisters who are celebrating the 

anniversaries of their baptisms this summer: 

 Audrey Camille Spahr, 6/23/13 

 Madelynn Marie Doland, 6/30/13 

 Elliatt Nicole Brown, 7/17/11 

 Allison Marie Hoover, 6/26/11 

 Benjamin Ray Richie, 6/12/11 

 Owen Kyle Roberts, 8/23/09 

 Amber Noelle Tereska, 7/20/08 

 Andrew Jaydyn Koslowski, 6/22/08 

 Daniel James Schuster, 6/18/06 

 Aaron Michael Kramer, 6/12/05 

 Hannah Marie Baluch, 8/10/03 

 Acklynn Byamugisha, 8/10/03 

 Aria Marcia Tirion, 8/10/03 

 Mara Lindsay D'Alessandro, 7/27/03 

 Madeline Marie Brown-Scherer, 6/17/01 

 Andrew Kenneth Brown, 6/17/01 

 Bennett Thomas Brown, 6/17/01 

 Kurt William Carr, 6/17/01 

 Lauren Elise Dardick, 8/13/00 

 Corbin Thomas Way Worley, 6/10/00 

 Sydney Elaine Cleveland, 8/19/01 

 Colin Heston Mackrell, 7/11/99 

 Ruth Lynn Schwartz, 8/2/98 

 Jaime Elise Buechel, 8/2/98 

 Ania Wiktoria Naylor, 6/7/98 

 David Alexander Dardick, 6/7/98 

 Arrianna Meredith Neymyer, 6/1/97 

 Elizabeth Avery Jackson, 6/1/97 

 William Charles Hund, 6/1/97 

Celebrating Our 

Family 
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The Episcopal Home, a part of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Central 

Pennsylvania, is an affordable 

residence providing personal care while 

allowing residents to live as 

independently as possible.  

 

 

Established in 1927, the Home is the oldest personal care facility in the Shippensburg area. 

Originally occupied by 3 ladies, by the mid-50s there were 6 women in residence. In 1959, the 

first addition was added allowing for 22 residents and for the first time, men. The newest addition 

in 1999 brought capacity to 32. The small number of residents enables the staff, volunteers, 

residents and their families and friends to develop close, friendly relationships. 

Over the past six months, members of the Health Outreach Team and the Shelter Team 

have been actively engaged with the Episcopal Home of Shippensburg.  Thanks to your 

generous support, a donation of $1000 was made from dedicated Outreach Funds to the 

Home’s benevolent fund to assist residents with insufficient resources.  With this 

donation, Mt. Calvary was recognized as a “Home Hero.”  

But our pledge to the residents goes beyond a financial donation.  We are invested in them as 

individuals and respect their unique life experiences.  This is why we are launching an oral 

history project to capture their special stories.  Many among us wish that we could have “just one 

more” opportunity to talk with a beloved parent or grandparent who is no longer with us, to 

answer an unanswered question, or to fill in the missing pieces of family history.  With the Oral 

History Project we will take that opportunity.  It is not too late to volunteer to be a “listener” with 

the project.  Interested persons may contact Pat Stromberg at 717-737-7039 or via 

pdcstromberg@verizon.net.   

The Shelter Team has been providing much needed repair work to the residence of the Home’s 

Administrator, who is essentially present or “on call” twenty four hours a day.  The residence is 

owned by the Home and, over the past few years, repairs have been deferred because of funding 

limitations.  The Shelter Team, led by Brian Fogarty, has been happy to provide muscle power, 

expertise, and modest financial support.     

News from the Outreach  

Coordinating Committee 

mailto:pdcstromberg@verizon.net
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What is this Taizé? 

From time to time, you may be aware of the Mt. 

Calvary choir singing short, repetitive, meditative 

songs based in scripture, particularly the Psalms, and 

simply referred to as “Taizé.” It occurred to me that 

you might like to know something about the origin 

of this music. 

Taizé, located in the Burgundy region of France, is 

the physical location of a nondenominational 

Christian community born in 1940.  Its founder, 

Roger Schultz, a Swiss Protestant, had a vision (not 

literally!) of a community based on simplicity, 

kindness, and reconciliation, as he saw reflected in 

the life of Christ.  With a few like-minded people 

and a rundown farmer house, he began his quest to 

create a permanent community.  Through many 

trials, including a period of occupation by the 

Gestapo, the community grew and in 1952 

developed a “Rule of Life.”  Currently, it is a 

permanent spiritual and physical home to hundreds 

of Brothers from all denominations, representing 

many countries, as well as a popular place of 

pilgrimage for over 100,000 visitors annually.  In an 

article I found, the Rt. Rev. Rowan Williams, 

scholar, poet, and former Archbishop of Canterbury, 

spoke movingly of his experiences of 

work and worship at the Taizé 

community.  He first went 

as a teenager and continued 

pilgrimages throughout his 

life. 

Taizé, in addition to 

promoting a selfless, 

reconciling rule of life, gave 

birth to a particular form of contemplative and 

meditative worship and music, a style with roots in 

the earliest of Christian musical expression.  As with 

most style, all things new are actually old! 

I first experienced Taizé worship and music about 

10 years ago at Market Square Presbyterian in 

downtown Harrisburg.  So smitten was I that we 

instituted a Taizé Service at St. Luke’s, 

Mechanicsburg, the last Sunday evening of the 

month.  That service is still taking place if you ever 

feel inclined to have the full Taizé experience.   

Some music of the Taizé Community found its way 

into the Episcopal supplement hymnal Wonder, 

Love, and Praise, an acknowledgement of their place 

in our Worship.  In a world of multi-tasking and 

over-stimulation, I find Taizé peaceful, centering, 

and calming.  May it be so for you. 

Lynn Alt 

From the Bench and the 

Choir Room 

A NOTE ABOUT  

PIZZA CLUB CHOIR 

For 15-20 minutes of each Pizza 

Club gathering, we have a very 

productive choir practice.  Our 

children are so responsive, 

respectful, and enthusiastic.  They 

are a joy!   

You’ll be seeing and hearing them 

in a Worship service soon! 



 

 

P a g e  6  

C r o s s w a l k  |  M t .  C a l v a r y  

Thank you to everyone who came to one of the Listening Events after Easter, or who gave their thoughts to 

Fr. Duncan individually, as we discern how we can respond to the seating problems at 10 am.  Our aim is to 

create space for further growth, but also to value the comfort of established members of the parish. 

For those who missed the Listening Events, here is Fr. Duncan’s presentation on the theories of church 

growth and the size of congregations. 

Making Space for More Blessing 
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The next slide shows that congregations, like all living things, are born, grow, stabilize, decline, and die.  

This is a natural cycle that can only be changed by intervention (redefinition, redevelopment, and rebirth).  

When this intervention happens during the plateau stage further growth can result.  At the moment we are 

three or four years into a period of growth.  If the theory is correct, we can expect another few years of 

natural growth before we reach a point of plateau.  However, our limited space at the 10 am service is 

placing an unnatural cap on that growth. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Making Space... (cont’d) 

Possible ways forward that were suggested during the listening process: 

 Change the times of the current services to 9 am and 11 am, with the hope that people who now 

attend 10 am will move to the earlier service. 

 Start a third service on Sunday morning between the two current services, moving the 10 am 

service to a later time. 

 Start a service on Saturday evening.  This might be of the same style and content as the Sunday 

services, or be tailored to a particular demographic. 

 Alter the current layout of the nave to expand capacity. 

 Alter the fabric of the building to expand capacity of the nave. 

 Start another congregation on the West Shore (e.g., Mt. Calvary, Lemoyne; Mt. Calvary, New 

Cumberland) 

 Transplant some our congregation to a smaller Episcopal parish to energize and facilitate 

growth in that parish. 

 Sell the current building and build new facilities elsewhere. 

 

Here is a timeline for the decision process 

First week of June – Fr. Duncan digests all the feedback and prayerfully discerns God’s leading. 

June 8 – Announcement on the way forward. 

Remainder of June and July – Major outreach to all members and friends of the parish. (including 

those with whom we have lost touch) to inform them of the changes. 

August – Outreach to the neighborhood through targeted publicity.  

September 13 – New worship schedule begins. 
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Mount Calvary's 2014 VBS:  Wilderness 
Escape!  Sunday, June 15th through Thursday, June 

19th from 6:00-8:00 PM, join Moses and the Israelites as 

they escape from Egypt and learn to put their trust in 

God!  Register now to be part of this Wilderness Escape 

VBS, at https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/

mtcpmoses/gpgs/home.aspx, or fill out and give Melanie 

a registration form found on the VBS bulletin board in 

the Narthex.  VBS is open to ages 4 - 12.   

Too old to participate, but still want to be a part of the 

fun?  Consider being a volunteer – see the sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board, talk to Melanie, or email her at 

mgurgiolo24@verizon.net to learn how you can pitch in. 

Summer Sunday School will begin on Sunday, 

June 29.  All classes will meet downstairs in the youth 

room.  There will be a group celebration and song, 

followed by a movie clip and a short devotion.  The 

services will generally be led by Melanie, but parent 

volunteers are needed, so please check your vacation 

calendars and sign on to lend a hand when you are 

available. 

Intergenerational/VBS Sunday, June 
22nd.  Moses will be our special guest, as we 

culminate an exciting week in the wilderness.  And as is 

our tradition, root beer floats will be served following 

the 10:00 service - yum!   

Pizza Club (Pre K – 5th):    
In July and August, we 

will play outside 

games (weather 

permitting), eat pizza, 

and watch a short 

film.  We will get 

together on July 8th, 

July 22nd, August 5th, 

and August 19th, and 

in order to have time 

for all the fun, we will 

meet from 5:30-

7:30!  Pizza Club is a 

great opportunity for 

our young parishioners 

to build friendships 

that will make coming 

to church on Sunday that much more enjoyable.  Please 

note that due to VBS, there will be no Pizza Club 

meetings in June.  

Thank You to all of Mount Calvary’s Sunday School 

teachers: Kaylyn Brown, Lisa Golding, Maureen Brandt, 

Robin Smithers, Sally Flanigan, Sean Quinlan, Lecia 

Jordan, Dorothy McDermott, Lori Lucius, Heather 

Waldner, and Mike Gurgiolo.  And our special thanks 

go out to Children’s Chaplain Rick Farrell. 

News from Christian Education 

Easter Egg HuntEaster Egg Hunt  

https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/mtcpmoses/gpgs/home.aspx
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/mtcpmoses/gpgs/home.aspx
mailto:mgurgiolo24@verizon.net
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Jun 1 Parish Picnic at the Midway Pavilion,  

Adams Ricci Park, Enola, at 12 pm 

Baptism of Zack Williard 

Outreach Committee, 11:15 am 

Jun 7 Men’s Breakfast: 'Men and Accountability', 

7:45 at the Cornerstone coffeehouse 

Women’s Retreat, 10 am-3 pm,  

Camp Mt. Hebron, Halifax 

Jun 8 The Day of Pentecost – Wear 

something flame-colored to church! 

 Pizza Club Choir helping to lead worship  

at 10 am 

Baptism of Everett Golding 

Last day of the formal choir for the summer 

Vestry, 11:45 am 

Book Club, 11:15 am: And the Mountains 

Echoed by Khaled Hosseini 

 Announcement about changes in 
response to the crowding at the 10 
am service. 

Jun 10 Young people’s Confirmation retreat aboard 

‘Blessed’, Chesapeake Bay 

Jun 13-14  Diocesan Convention, State College 

Jun 15 Start of summer sermon series on characters 

from Genesis: Adam and Eve 

Jun 15-19   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: 
WILDERNESS ESCAPE, 6-8 pm 

Jun 22 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
SUNDAY, 10 am 

 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Hagar and Ishmael, 8 am only. 

Endowment Committee, 11:30 am 

Jun 24 Communications Committee, 6:00 

Jun 25 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7 pm 

Jun 26 Final Healing Service for the summer, 10 am 

Jun 29 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Abraham and Sarah 

Baptism of Isabel Rhodes 

Final Coffee Hour for the summer 

Start of summer Sunday School schedule 

Jun 30 Young people’s Confirmation retreat aboard 

‘Blessed’, Chesapeake Bay 

Jul 6 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Isaac 

Intergenerational worship, 10 am 

Outreach Committee, 11:15 am 

Book Club, 11:15 am: The Black Echo by 

Michael Connelly 

Jul 8 Pizza Club, 5:30 pm 

Jul 9 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7 pm 

Jul 11 Parish outing to Senators baseball 

Jul 13 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Rebekah 

Vestry, 11:15 am 

Jul 20 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Jacob part 1 

Jul 22 Pastoral Care Committee, 4 pm 

Pizza Club, 5:30 pm 

Jul 23 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7 pm 

Jul 27 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Lot 

 

 

Calendar of Events 



 

 

Aug 3 Intergenerational worship, 10 am 

Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Jacob part 2 

Outreach Committee, 11:15 am 

Book Club, 11:15 am: The Glassblower of 

Murano by Marina Fiorato 

Aug 6 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7 pm 

Aug 10 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Joseph part 1 

Vestry, 11:15 am 

Aug 12 Spiritual Life Committee, 7 pm 

Pizza Club, 5:30 pm 

Aug 17 Summer sermon series on characters from 

Genesis: Joseph part 2 

Aug 18-Sept 1 Fr. Duncan vacation  

Aug 20 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7 pm 

Aug 26 Pizza Club, 5:30 pm  
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Farewell, and God Bless, Bishop Nathan 

On Saturday, May 3rd, friends from across the diocese and the country gathered together at the 

Cathedral Church of St. Stephen’s, Harrisburg, for a Celebration of Ministry honoring Bishop Nathan 

and Mary Ellen Baxter. The guests included representative from UBE, The Pennsylvania Ecumenical 

Council, elected officials, bishops, diocesan staff, diocesan clergy and friends. A special hymn 

honoring Bishop and Mary Ellen was composed by Bruce Trinkley (retired, The Pennsylvania State 

University) and sung by a diocesan choir with members from several parishes in the diocese. 

Assisting bishops included The Rt. Rev. Mike Creighton, retired Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, The 

Rt. Rev. Charlie McNutt, retired Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe, Bishop of 

Diocese of Northwest Pennsylvania and Provisional Bishop elect of the Diocese of Pennsylvania and 

The Rt. Rev. Arthur Williams, retired, Diocese of Ohio. The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry, Bishop, 

Diocese of North Carolina and a personal friend of Bishop Baxter was the preacher. Bishop Baxter 

officially retired on May 31, 2014.  He and Mary Ellen plan to spend retirement between their homes in 

Harrisburg and the eastern shore of Maryland. 

Calendar cont’d 



 

 

125 North 25th Street 

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 

Address block 

Address correction requested 

The Rev. Duncan Johnston, Rector 

Melanie Gurgiolo, Christian Education Director 

Lynn Alt, Music Director 

717-737-9834  

www.mtcp.org 

facebook.com/mountcalvary 

Office E-mail mtcalvary@mtcp.org 

Christian Ed christianed@mtcp.org 

Rector’s E-mail rector@mtcp.org 

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday at 8 am & 10 am 

Thursday Healing at 10 am 

“Like us on 

Facebook!” 

Easter Basket Delivery 

The Easter Baskets 

were assembled by the 

youth group and 

Hunger Team from 

gifts by members of 

Mt. Calvary and 

donated to The Bridge 

food pantry. 


