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WELCOME TO THE APRIL ISSUE OF SPIRIT MAGAZINE AND 
MY FIRST ISSUE AS EDITOR. 

Picking up the reins of a new role is an exciting and some-
what daunting experience. I’d like to begin my tenure as editor 
by thanking my predecessor The Reverend Lauren Lyon. Not 
only did she do a wonderful job re-inventing the diocese’s mag-
azine, but she left me with lot of pre-prepared material for this 
issue, allowing me to concentrate on learning the ropes without 
worrying about getting articles lined up and ready. 

A brief introduction is in order, espe-
cially as later I’m going to be asking for 
your help. I find it’s a lot easier to offer help 
to someone I know and have a connection 
with. I’m hoping it’s going to work out that 
way with you too. 

I’m from Portsmouth on the South 
Coast of England. I was born into the 
Church of England, something that at the 
time I arrived into this world was taken 

for granted. My elementary school was a Church of England 
school, and religious education was one of the two mandatory 
subjects. The other was physical education. 

Like many young people then and now, I abandoned 
the church in my mid-teens. The teachings and ‘facts’ I was 
expected to believe at school were not compatible with my own 
observations and experiences of the world.  

Some forty years later I arrived in the American Midwest - 
you’ll have to introduce yourself to me in person to hear that 
story – where, for me, church was just another social obligation 
tied to a desire to give something back to the community.  I 
decided that if I was going to attend church, I needed to find 
out more. I was intent, to prove all the religious stuff wrong.   

I began with adult Sunday school where I was surprised to 
discover it was perfectly acceptable not to take the Bible liter-
ally. Intrigued by what I’d discovered, I began taking the four-
year Education for Ministry (EFM) course where I was led and 
encouraged to find my own ‘Truth’ in the Bible’s teachings and 
mysteries. 

Never underestimate the ‘Ministry’ side of EfM! It was 
considering what my ministry to the church should be that has 
led me to be sitting here writing this.  And that, briefly, is how 
an Englishman, formerly disenfranchised with Christianity, 
became the Director of Communications and editor of the 
Diocese of West Missouri’s Spirit Magazine. 

Getting into my new role, I have been researching the 
impact of communications within the church. I recently 
watched a recording of The Rev’d. Joshua Case’s lecture at 
Sewanee entitled “Christianity after Google” (By the way, The 

Rev’d. Case also gets a mention in this edition on page 6).
In his lecture he reviewed the impact of technology on the 

church. Not just recent inventions, but harking all the way back 
to very beginning; the move from oral to written traditions, 
touching even on the impact of candles and printing. 

He argued that “communication movements have always 
reshaped the theology and practice of the church”, suggesting 
that communications technologies are reshaping who we are. 

I found several things about the lecture compelling. 
Let’s start with the fact I was watching a lecture recorded at 

a seminary over 500 miles away, when it suited me, in the com-
fort of my own home office. Despite having meetings on the day 
the lecture was held, I was able to briefly take part, exchanging 
messages with people in the lecture theater who were posting 
observations online as the lecture was delivered. This demon-
strated the reach of the technology, and how absent people can 
easily participate. It also illustrates how messages can be spread 
worldwide. We are no longer limited to our immediate neigh-
borhood. There is nothing new there to a lot of ‘plugged in’ 
people, but hopefully to some of you who haven’t taken advan-
tage of these digital opportunities, it might encourage you to 
explore the possibilities. 

More importantly, I felt, was the assertion that “The digital 
social age requires that everyone participates.” And I agreed 
heartily with the conclusion that  “The days of having one par-
ish communicator are over. The technologies of our day and age 
don’t allow for that anymore.” I am very aware the 24x7 avail-
ability and expectations of just-in-time delivery combined with 
the multitudes of media channels are becoming too much for a 
single volunteer or even a small group of volunteers to manage. 

Which brings us to why I need your help. And it is not 
just me that needs your help. The diocese needs your help, the 
church needs your help. It is part of our third baptismal prom-
ise. 

“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ?” 

Will you be a communicator? You can be, by the simple act 
of sharing with your friends the joy you get from your involve-
ment with the church. Talk to your friends and each other. 
Share your church’s Facebook posts or Twitter tweets. Like the 
diocesan Facebook page. Check-in regularly. Tell me what you 
are doing and share your pictures so I can also share your news. 
And of course, remember your response to the baptismal cov-
enant: 

“I will with God’s help.” +

The Reverend Joshua Case’s lecture can be seen online at the fol-
lowing address: http://vimeo.com/91741581

EDITOR’S LETTER | Gary Allman

Will You Be a Communicator?
It has always been our given role to spread The Word. In the modern world we have many more 
tools with which to do so.
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KEEPING WATCH | The Right Rev’d. Martin S. Field

How Did Lent Go For 
You?
AS I WRITE THIS, THE ANNUAL, SPIRITUAL SEASON OF 
DISCIPLINE AND RENEWAL DRAWS TO A CLOSE AS 
EASTER SUNDAY APPROACHES.  So, again, what has Lent 
been like for you this year?

More importantly, did you observe Lent in such a way that 
Easter was be a true joy for you?  I mean real, heartfelt, mean-
ingful joy... as in a spiritual belly laugh!

I often wonder why Easter isn’t filled 
with such wonderful observances as a com-
munal belly laugh.  It seems appropriate to 
me.

Stop and think about it.  Is there any 
news happier, more uplifting, jollier than 
the news that death is done for?  Well, I 
mean ultimately, of course.  Death comes 
to our human bodies, but Jesus’ resurrec-
tion means that’s not the last word.  If death 

and dying is the ultimate “downer”, isn’t the message of resur-
rection the ultimate “upper”, the perfect lift to our spirits?  It’s 
worth a belly laugh or two at least!

And that’s the point of this year’s diocesan theme.  Not 
only are we making plans to celebrate our diocese’s 125th 
birthday, we’re also emphasizing the 3rd of the Baptismal 
Promises from the Prayer Book.  These will be our dual 
themes for Convention in November.

Remember with me, please.  Our first Baptismal Promise 
is: “Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?” to which we 
reply, “I will, with God’s help.”  The second promise is: “Will 
you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord?” to which we make the same 
reply.

This year’s theme, the third Promise, is “Will you proclaim 
by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?”  
Routinely we all say, “I will, with God’s help.”  But do we?

Friends, we bear the most important news there’s ever 
been.  Not only is it Good News; it’s great News!  Death has 
lost its sting.  Death claims no victories over those who are 
the Lord’s.  Life’s pattern is changed; where before it was life 
and then death, the pattern of Gospel life is life, and then 
death, and then life eternal!  How can we not share that?  How 
can we not, by word and example, trumpet that with our lips 
and in our lives?

Resurrection, though, isn’t just for life after physical death.  
God’s power to bring resurrection is displayed in the here and 
now.

I recall a story from Luke’s Gospel, the story of the disci-
ples who — on that first Easter, sometime after the discovery 
of the resurrection — are walking on the road to Emmaus and 

encounter Jesus.  When they realize, through Jesus’ eucharistic 
action of breaking bread, that the stranger who joined them 
on the road is Jesus, they rise up, even at that late, dark hour 
and hurry back to Jerusalem to make sure everyone else knows 
what they’ve learned!  They can’t sit still; they can’t sit on the 
greatest news ever heard!  They are raised up from their dol-
drums and race to spread the word.

Round the Diocese of West Missouri, if you look, you will 
see resurrections happening all about us.  Some, to be sure, 
involve the dying of our brothers and sisters in the faith, those 
whom we commend to God “in sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection”.  Others are resurrections, not just in the here and 
now, but for the here and now.  Parishes are emerging from 
periods of conflict.  Those whose faith has been slipping away 
are renewed and recommitted.  Confirmands young and not 
so young are coming forward to claim their responsibility in 
the faith, their ministry in the world, and their place in the 
life of the Church.  Those whom the Church has all too often 
marginalized or cast out utterly are finding that God’s people 
in this communion have a place of life and health for them.  
The faithful of God are giving in faithful stewardship of their 
time, talent, and treasure for the Church they know and love.  
Parishes and congregations are being born anew by embracing 
new ways of being the Church and the Church in the world.  
Creative, life-giving, bold initiatives are happening or are being 
considered everywhere.  It’s almost feels like the re-creation of 
the diocese.

And this is life.  And it is life renewed.  And it is resurrec-
tion!

Here’s our truth.  We, who begin to die as soon as we’re 
born, won’t die forever.  When we are down and life seems to be 
hopeless, Jesus wants us to rise and race to tell the news.  When 
we are unable to rise, for whatever reason, Jesus helps us to leap 
for joy!

And because we have heard this news, we, in our joy and 
commitment, have pledged to share it with others.  We’ve 
promised to do that, with the help of God, who is so willing to 
help.

How will you share the great news today? +
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THE PONDER BOX | The Rev’d. Dr. Steve Rottgers

What Do You Want To 
Be When You Grow 
Up?
I REMEMBER MY FIRST TIME ANSWERING THIS QUES-
TION OF LIFE SOMETIME BEFORE I REACHED THE FIRST 

GRADE. I wanted to be a garbage man! The thought of being 
able to ride around all day hanging on the back of a mov-

ing truck enamored me. I don’t remember 
interim choices until high school and my 
connection with mechanical drawing and 
being able to read and create engineering/
architectural drawings. So, the natural draw 
was to build things and thus become an 
architect! That worked for me, that is until 
an elevator accident occurred the summer 
between my junior and senior years. The 
out-of-body-death experience changed all 

the rules and perceptions. I was called to become a Priest in 
the Episcopal Church. 

Thirty four years ago this coming May 10th, that became a 
reality at the hands of The Rt. Rev. Gray Temple in St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Florence, South Carolina. It’s interest-
ing to ponder that fact today because all that I had thought 
would be in that role has changed so dramatically over those 
34 years! 

Instead of just staying in one place and following a pre-
determined path, I became a Mission Planter, a builder of 
sorts and struck out on two ventures to start new worship-
ing communities. The logic was that architectural skills and 
interests were to be part of my priesthood in building church 
buildings and supporting campus amenities. 

By the time I reached my second decade as a priest, I was 
learning that building buildings was not on the pallet. It was 
with the persistent encouragement of my wife Mary that I 
discerned a means to study for my doctorate and the then 
possible application of my interest, skills and time to my life-
work. Maybe the bricks and mortar was to actually be people 
instead of buildings?!

So, along with continuing education from my wife as to 
how to become a better spouse, my three brilliant children 
as to how to keep up and become an engaged father, I also 
worked at becoming aware of people and the dynamics that 
come with motivating them, responding to their needs and 
the challenging role of leadership! No leader worth their salt 
wants to be only taking a walk, but instead, wants to walk 
with the people that have entrusted their leader with their 
trust. It’s not an easy balancing job, but it is exciting!

I learned even more lessons while expanding Grace 
Episcopal Church, Georgetown, Texas to larger numbers 
of people and the need to expand to two concurrent loca-
tions. (Those meaning a main campus across the street from 
Southwestern University as well as a satellite location 8 miles 
away near the entrance to a Dell Webb/Sun City retirement 
community.)  Leadership is not always easy nor assured that 
it will be always understood. It is a challenging tight-rope to 
walk! 

What I realize today is that answering “What do you want 
to be when you grow up?” is not as easy as it seems! I do 
believe in vision, dreams, core values and goals, thus the ques-
tion is important in development if not only to motivate and 
inspire people to look with hope and aspirations to a worthy 
goal and purpose in life. The recent movie, “Hugo” is a great 
story to point out the need for people to have and know a pur-
pose in their life, and to not know or claim it, they flounder 
and are easily despaired. I have been one of the lucky ones!

I also realize that there is no end or diploma of completion 
when you get there, but that like life, the journey and explo-
ration continues! I visited this morning with a good friend 
and retiree that said, “You know that I am retired and have 
absolutely no free time!” I can believe that with no doubt! 
The quest may start in a chosen or called direction but is 
constantly undergoing tweaks, and twists, and turns, or even 
reversals. Once again I find that it’s not so much about the 
“doing” as it is about “being”! 

I am happy for the 34 years I’ve invested in my vocation 
as a priest! I am sorry for the bumps, the bruises, the falls, 
the knocks, but I wouldn’t trade the years for the births I’ve 
witnessed, the weddings I’ve officiated, the tender moments 
shared with those who trusted me with deep personal time 
and feelings, the ability to comfort those who have lost loved 
ones, and the joy of celebrations of the seasons of the church. 
The added benefit is that I have gotten to play with architec-
tural dynamics in building buildings and clearing land, I’ve 
had the fun of abundant friendships and relationships that 
span this country and the world! I have learned to not hold on 
tight to some things, and to hold on dearly to relationships of 
ones that are dear to me. 

What do I want to be when I grow up? I want to be happy, 
loved and feel like I have offered my best. However I don’t 
know if I’ll ever grow up, God isn’t through with me yet! As a 
reader that has endured to this point, I invite you to take the 
time and ask yourself the question of “What do you want to be 
when you grow up?” and let your memories, experiences and 
creative license take you where you have been and where you 
are going, but more importantly, who are you, and who’s are 
you? That is what really makes the passing of time and scenar-
ios special and precious, or able to be let go to the ages. Maybe 
the question is better asked, “Who do you want to become if 
someday you feel grown up?!” It’s the journey within that sets 
the stage for the successful journey outside in life. +
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The Sacred Order of… 
Giraffes in High-Heels

IN “THE CAMPAIGN,” ONE OF THE 
MAIN CHARACTERS, MARTY HUG-
GINS (PLAYED BY ZACH GALIFIANA-
KIS), JOKES WITH HIS DISINTERESTED 
FATHER ABOUT A “GIRAFFE WEAR-
ING HIGH-HEELS.” “I thought to myself, 
who thinks of this stuff,” Marty chortles 
while his father looks on  disapprovingly.

There are just some images that are 
humorous, or at least odd. It struck me 
a few weeks ago during an early morn-
ing flight from Kansas City to Atlanta 

that someone might 
look at me as “odd.” 
To be fair, it is my 
own projection, so 
that assertion prob-
ably says more about 
me than anyone else. 
There I was, sitting 
in my aisle seat wear-
ing a full black suit 
(because it is easier 

to travel in a suit than pack one) and 
Roman collar, admiring LeBron James’ 
$4,200 suit in the latest issue of “GQ 
Magazine” on my Nexus Tablet. Any of 
those things separately would be rela-
tively normal (as normal as priesthood 
gets); but as an amalgam they just strike 
me as different, odd, like a “giraffe wear-
ing high-heels.”

I think it struck me as odd because it 
is not what I think of when I think priest. 
Flying? Yes. Wearing black? Yes, Mother 
Julia Gatta would have it no other way. 
Tablet? Eh… maybe. Reading “GQ”? No. 
I’m not saying it doesn’t happen. I am 
just saying that it’s not the first image one 
conjures up when one thinks about the 
word “priest.”

It occurred to me that perhaps this is 
what the world needs. No, I’m not say-
ing every priest needs to go out and buy 
tablets or subscribe to “GQ Magazine.” 
What I am saying is that the nature of the 
priesthood in the modern world might 
be to be the “giraffe in high-heels,” tear-
ing down the boundaries and images that 
have dominated this vocation for so long, 

and allowing others to see themselves as 
inhabiting this holy ministry.

It is no secret that I am from Atlanta, 
Georgia, where we recently elected our 
first Black bishop, my mentor and friend 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Wright. I was sent to 
seminary by the largest and fastest grow-
ing historically Black Episcopal parish in 
the nation, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
From the very beginning of my life in the 
Episcopal Church, I had the privilege of 
being surrounded by images of priest-
hood and vocation that reflected my lived 
reality as a Black man. 

It’s also no secret that as of today I 
am the only Episcopal priest of color 
actively serving in this diocese. When 
I tell people what I do for a living, they 
often look at me sideways, as if to say 
“you’re Black… and Episco-what?” They 
see me as a “giraffe in high-heels.” When 
Absalom Jones was made the first Black 
priest in this Church, many viewed him 
as a contradiction-in-terms, a “giraffe in 
high-heels.”

To be clear, this is not a missive about 
expanding Black vocations, or female 
vocations, or LGBTQ vocations, or 
[insert under-represented demographic 
here] vocations. This is actually not about 
vocations. This is about the way that our 
churches create images that either allow 
everyone to “eat at the welcome table” or 
to be “sent away empty.”

After posting one of my sermons to 
my blog, a reader noted that I mixed my 
pronouns when referring to God. In one 
sentence I referred to God as “she” and 
then I flipped around and referred to 
God as “he.” This struck him as odd, as a 
“giraffe in high-heels.” I politely explained 
that God is neither male nor female and 
male and female and how we refer to 
God in public space can either invite 
people closer into relationship to God or 
become a barrier preventing relationship.

This is often hard to hear in a Church 
were the dominant image for God is still 
“Father” and where Jesus and the dis-
ciples are more often than not depicted 

looking more like the Thor and Captain 
America, than the Palestinian Jews they 
actually were. It’s worth asking whether 
or not our images and language are mak-
ing visitors and spiritual pilgrims feel like 
“giraffes in high-heels.”

While presenting at the Consortium 
of Endowed Episcopal Parishes 
Conference last week, the Reverend 
Joshua Case (Deacon – Holy Innocent’s, 
Atlanta) challenged us to broaden our 
conceptualizations of social media 
beyond simply electronic social media 
(Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.). He 
defined social media as “any technology 
that creates a social culture around it.” 
That includes prayer books, pipe organs, 
Bibles, and the dreaded church bulletin.

What kind of communities are we 
gathering around our images and lan-
guage? Better yet, what kinds of commu-
nities are kept from gathering because of 
our sometimes diehard allegiance to nar-
row language and myopic images? Are 
we more committed to the maintenance 
of an image or the gathering of a commu-
nity? I seem to remember somewhere a 
commandment against “graven” or static 
images.

I think these are questions worth ask-
ing. Meanwhile, I’m willing to shoulder 
the cross of being a “giraffe in high-heels” 
because I know that to someone I am 
creating space to broaden the conversa-
tion and to draw the circle wider, and to 
others, well at least my heels are fierce. +

The Rev’d. Marcus Halley is Associate Priest for 
Young Adults & Families at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Kansas City.

GUEST COLUMNIST| The Rev’d Marcus Halley

Photograph: Martin Pettitt (Flickr)
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THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 
INCLUDES A COLLECT FOR INDE-
PENDENCE DAY. Whether or not 
July 4 falls on a Sunday, it is frequently 
observed over a three or four-day week-
end. Sunday morning of that weekend 
can be a time set apart from barbecues 
and fireworks to observe this festival in a 
religious context. 

How do we as a church appropri-
ately observe a national holiday? It 
has become more common in the last 
decade for churches to commemo-
rate Independence Day, but in many 
instances those observances have had 
political overtones. Elizabeth Kaeton, 
author of the blog Telling Secrets, 
expresses her reservations about cel-
ebrating national holidays and displaying 
national symbols in religious context. 
She notes also the importance of giving 
thanks for those who serve our country, 
often putting their lives and safety at risk 
for others. In considering how to develop 
a liturgy for Independence Day she says 
“I wanted something that would help us 
put the gift of our freedom into historical 
context while still providing the message 
that our country was founded on the 
principle of “liberty and justice for all” - 
not “some”. 

Her post outlining that liturgy of 
Lessons and Hymns for Independence 
Day is a good starting point for creating 
one for your congregation. Look for the 
original at http://telling-secrets.blogspot.
com/2010/06/service-of-lessons-and-
hymns-for.html. 

Kaeton’s original liturgy includes the 
following hymns. 

Keeping the Feast
A Liturgy of Lessons and Songs of Independence Day

Hymns

Numbers correspond to The Hymnal 
1982, the others can be found in a variety 
of sources and included as inserts to the 
service leaflet.

God of our Fathers #718

National Anthem (Stanzas 1&2)

We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s 
Blessing #433

God Bless Our Native Land #716

Many and Great O God are Thy 
Works #385 

We Shall Overcome

O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines 
(Stanzas 1&2) #597

Battle Hymn of the Republic

O God of Every Nation #607

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies #719

Readings

The Mayflower Compact

The Preamble to the United States 
Constitution

A letter from Abigail Adams to John 
Adams, March 31, 1776

Chief Seattle’s response to a govern-
ment official’s offer to purchase land 
1845

Martin Luther King’s Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail, April 16, 1963

An excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s 
2nd Inaugural Address, 1865

The Gospel lesson appointed for the 
day

Other Suggested Readings

Excerpt from Sentiments of an 
American Woman by Esther Reed, 
1780

The Gettysburg Address of Abraham 
Lincoln 1863

Martin Luther King’s address at the 
Lincoln Memorial 1963

An Excerpt from the 2011 Human 
Rights Day Speech of Hilary Rodham 
Clinton

Other Suggested Songs

Chester, by American colonial era 
composer William Billings

Let Streams of Living Justice from 
the hymnal: Common Praise of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

Lift Every Voice and Sing #599

When Christ Was Lifted From the 
Earth #603, 604

This is my Song, sung to the tune 
Finlandia, United Methodist Hymnal 
#437

O Lord of Hosts Within Whose 
Hand, sung to the tune Melita, 
English Hymnal 1906 #219

A bidding prayer, followed by peti-
tions and responses precedes the lessons. 
Kaeton’s blog offers a good example. 

The gospel lesson is followed by the 
Collect for Independence Day, Prayer 
#18 For Our Country or Prayer #5 For 
Peace Among the Nations. The alternat-
ing lessons and songs form the Liturgy 
of the Word preceding the celebration of 
the Eucharist.

The structure of this liturgy lends 
itself toward change from year to year. 
Some of the lessons and songs can be 
interchanged. Those responsible for 
developing your congregation’s liturgy 
will discover new texts and songs that 
will work well with this celebration.    

In congregations that have adopted 
this liturgy, worshipers have found it 
to be very moving. It is a reminder that 
God’s call to do justice and seek peace 
has been present to Americans even in 
the most difficult of circumstances, and 
our response to that call is ongoing. +

The Rev’d. Lauren Lyon is Rector of Trinity Church 
in Iowa City, Iowa.

Telling Secrets:   
http://telling-secrets.blogspot.com/Photograph: Dave (Flickr)
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The Maid, the Ghost, and 
the Goalie 
Three of West Missouri’s Notable Characters.
by The Rev’d. Edith Bird and The Rev’d. Lauren Lyon 

EVERY COMMUNITY, PERHAPS ESPE-
CIALLY EVERY FAITH COMMUNITY, 
HAS ITS SHARE OF INTERESTING 
CHARACTERS. THE DIOCESE OF 
WEST MISSOURI IS NO EXCEPTION. 
History tends to consider the stories 
of our heroes, philosophers and states 
people in their entirety, but the more 
idiosyncratic members of the community 
are often remembered for little more 
than their eccentricity. We forget the 
characteristics that they share with their 
less quirky brothers and sisters in Christ, 
family, vocation, the influence of men-
tors, courage and a sense of mission. 

In this article, we explore the lives 
and experiences of three of West 
Missouri’s more original personali-
ties, Jeanne Wallace, also known as the 
Mountain Maid of Roaring River, the 
Rev’d. Henry David Jardine, Rector of 
St. Mary’s Kansas City and The Rev’d. 
Canon Charles Tyner, Rector of St. 
George’s Kansas City.

Jeanne Wallace, the Ozarks’ 
Mountain Maid

In 1892, the small settlements of 
Eagle Rock, Roaring River and even the 
county seat at Cassville had neither an 
Episcopal nor a Roman Catholic Church 
among them. Into this very remote cor-
ner of the Ozarks came a 40-year-old 
nurse from New York City named Jeanne 
Wallace. She established herself in a 
two-room cabin atop a ridge overlook-
ing the Roaring River. There she lived 
the rest of 88 years of life as a hermit and 
wonder-worker and became known as 
the Mountain Maid of Roaring River. In 
1940, the Mountain Maid died when her 
cabin burned to the ground. 

Wallace’s kindness to people and the 
way she could find lost things endeared 
her to many of her neighbors. According 

to local 
historical 
sources, 
thousands 
of people 
came to her 
remote cabin 
for help dur-
ing the 48 
years she 
lived there. 

Her gift of clairvoyance, her unmarried 
state, and her protection of all animals, 
even snakes, were strange to her neigh-
bors.  Some called her a witch.  Tracie 
Snodgrass, who portrayed the Mountain 
Maid in a one-woman show for many 
years, represented her as a seer and 
nature mystic with no mention of a spe-
cifically Christian calling.  

Jeanne Wallace described herself 
as a fervent Episcopalian. She said she 
put her gifts to work to help others as 
and when the Holy Spirit directed. This 
is why she would never take money in 
exchange for the use of these spiritual 
gifts.  In describing the gift of clairvoy-
ance, Wallace said this, “It is like walking 
along a road. You can see quite a distance 
behind and quite a distance ahead.” In 
other words, she could see a wider arc 
of time than we usually see in our daily, 
distracted lives. This is consistent with 
descriptions of higher states of con-
sciousness from all the world’s mysti-
cal traditions. It is also akin to William 
Blake’s description, “I see the Past, 
Present and Future existing all at once 
before me.” (Jerusalem 1:1 5).  Many a 
Christian saint has manifested just such 
a gift and used it to help others when 
possible.

Wallace also said that for her, this gift 
would only manifest when and where 
it was helpful. She predicted Hitler’s 

invasion of Poland, also saying that in 
the end Hitler would die disgraced and 
defeated. When asked why she did not 
go to Washington, D.C. and advise the 
government, she noted first that no one 
would believe her if she did. But she also 
said this, “It is all very well for me to tell 
people where to find lost pocketbooks 
and strayed cows, even to warn a busi-
nessman against a bad investment or tell 
a woman how to escape a love entangle-
ment. Such little things in no way affect 
the great predestined tide of human 
events. But if the world knew the big 
events that are to come and tried to fore-
stall disasters, such as the rise of Hitler 
and Stalin, it would confuse destiny and 
that, of course, will never be permitted.”

Many a saint has seen just that and 
had to suffer through disasters they saw 
coming, even as Jesus suffered with and 
through the Crucifixion.  During World 
War I, Jeanne Wallace left her remote 
cabin and returned to New York City to 
run a home for wounded soldiers.

To live as a single woman and a 
Christian seemed strange in Barry 
County in 1892, but is it strange to the 
Christian tradition as a whole?  Would 
Wallace have found support for such 
a choice in New York City where she 
spent the first half of her life? In 1845, 
a few years before Wallace’s birth, Anne 
Ayers took vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience in order to serve God as 
a single woman, a deaconess and sister 
in the Episcopal Church in New York 
City.  Historian Boone Porter noted that 
William Augustus Muhlenberg chose 
to hear Ayers’ vows in secret because 
it was so controversial for a woman to 
take a vow of celibacy at that time. He 
also notes that Muhlenberg and the 
evangelical Catholicism he espoused 
was the single most important influ-

Jean Wallace outside her Ozark 
cabin, 1930s. 

Photograph: Norma Brixey
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ence upon the Episcopal Church in the 
19th century. For Wallace, growing up 
in the midst of this ferment in church 
and society, the influence must have 
been strong. The nursing profession was 
born in this movement. Muhlenberg and 
Ayers established St. Luke’s Hospital and 
the profession of nursing. They trained 
deaconesses in the profession. We don’t 
know whether or not the Mountain Maid 
was a deaconess, but her nursing profes-
sion was closely allied with this move-
ment, and support for living the single 
life would have been there for her in the 
New York City of her youth. 

  Not so in the Roaring River country. 
With the mischievous humor of a fool for 
Christ, Wallace would answer those who 
frequently asked why she had not mar-
ried. “What man would marry a woman 
who knew everything he had ever done 
and everything he was ever going to do, 
plus his every thought?” 

Many accounts of the Mountain Maid 
and the help she offered through the gift 
of clairvoyance are available at the Barry 
County Historical Museum and on the 
Internet. 

Henry David Jardine, St. Mary’s 
firebrand and lifelong penitent

Many West Missouri Episcopalians 
have heard that St. Mary’s Church in 
Kansas City harbors a ghost. Most fre-
quently, the spirit is identified as that 
of the Rev’d. Henry David Jardine, who 
served as the parish’s rector from 1879 
until 1885. He was a man with a past, a 
youthful indiscretion that he kept secret 
until it was uncovered by a Kansas City 
newspaperman. The memory of that 
incident shaped his life and vocation 
and remained an element of his personal 
piety until his mysterious, untimely 
death.

Fr. Jardine came to St. Mary’s after 
serving a series of Midwestern congre-
gations. He was fervent in his faith and 
vocation and like all of his predecessors 
at St. Mary’s, a staunch Anglo-Catholic. 
Parish records indicate that he facili-
tated a number of projects to further 
Kansas City’s well-being, among them, 
the establishment of All Saints Hospital 

in what is now the city’s River Market 
neighborhood. All Saints was the precur-
sor of what eventually became St. Luke’s 
Hospital. Also under his leadership the 
parish established schools for boys and 
girls and founded an order of sisters who 
worked as nurses and teachers.

Diocesan archives reflect a mixed 
response to Fr. Jardine’s activism. A 
conflict developed between him and 
the priest of a neighboring parish. The 
other church was very small and not 
particularly active. It had no building; its 
parishioners worshiped at the home of 
their priest in what is now Kansas City’s 
Old Northeast neighborhood. Fr. Jardine 
and several of his own parishioners 
conducted weekday services and served 
a meal at a location arguably within 
the boundaries, literal or figurative, of 
that neighbor-
ing parish. Its 
rector wrote 
to the Right 
Rev’d. Charles 
Robertson, 
bishop of the 
Diocese of 
Missouri which, 
at that time 
encompassed 
the entire state, 
complaining 
that Fr. Jardine 
had established 
an unauthor-
ized ministry 
on his rightful 
territory. Bishop 
Robertson wrote 
to Jardine, direct-
ing him to cease 
that work and, in 
the future, show 
greater respect for his colleague. 

The minutes book of Missouri’s 
Diocesan Council records the Council’s 
discussion of this exchange and its let-
ter book shows related correspondence. 
Jardine’s response to Robertson was a 
harshly worded letter, criticizing the 
inadequacy of his neighboring colleague’s 
ministry and arguing that his own min-
istry to the rival’s flock was an attempt to 

fill their unmet spiritual needs. Jardine 
concluded the letter by informing 
Robertson that if he received another 
admonition to cease in that work, he 
would report Robertson to the Presiding 
Bishop.

Jardine’s fervor was no less evident 
in his own parish. Anecdotal and pub-
lished archival materials show that he 
was beloved by many of his parishioners, 
but that others disliked him intensely. 
Among the latter group was John Shea, 
the editor of one of the city’s two morn-
ing newspapers, the Kansas City Journal. 
The two wrangled over a variety of. 
Anecdotal accounts tell the story of a 
Sunday morning when Mr. Shea came 
to Mass at St. Mary’s in a condition 
that Fr. Jardine interpreted as intoxica-
tion. When Shea came to the altar rail 

for Communion, 
Jardine is said to 
have refused him 
the Sacrament. Shea 
retaliated, using his 
position as a news-
paper editor to take 
the conflict into the 
public realm.

Not long after-
ward there appeared 
in the pages of the 
Journal an article 
entitled Jailbird 
Jardine. It was an 
account of Jardine’s 
conviction for bur-
glary at the age of 
18 and resulting 
two-year sentence 
he served in a New 
York penitentiary. 
The illustration 
accompanying the 

article was a caricature of the priest 
wearing a prison uniform and a ball and 
chain on his leg. The article recounted a 
true story that Jardine had managed to 
keep secret until then.

Jardine was Canadian by birth. His 
parents died when he was a child, and he 
went to live with an older sister who had 
married and gone to live in upstate New 
York. Her husband was the proprietor of 

The Rev’d. Henry David Jardine
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a luggage factory. When Jardine was 18 
years old, he and a friend broke in to the 
factory, stole merchandise and attempted 
to flee the town. They were caught and 
arrested soon after. Jardine’s accomplice 
was the son of a powerful local man who 
persuaded the judge at their trial to be 
lenient with his son. Jardine’s brother-
in-law and guardian was furious that the 
boy he had sheltered had acted with such 
contempt toward him. He persuaded the 
judge to punish Jardine to the full extent 
of the law. The judge acted in accordance 
with both requests. Jardine went to 
prison; his friend was treated far more 
leniently.

Little is known about what he did 
immediately after his release, but at some 
point he was befriended by a sympa-
thetic clergyman. This mentor guided 
Jardine in discernment of his vocation 
for the priesthood. He graduated from 
General Seminary and was ordained. 
His work eventually took him westward 
to Chicago and St. Louis before he was 
called to St. Mary’s. A telling record from 
those years is a petition from Jardine 
to the Right Rev’d. Charles Quintard, 
Bishop of Tennessee concerning the 
epidemic of yellow fever that struck 
Memphis in 1878 killing 40% of its pop-
ulation. Roman Catholic and Episcopal 
Church clergy and religious women were 
instrumental in providing care for the 
sick when many of the town’s physicians 
had fled the city in fear of the disease. We 
know them as the Martyrs of Memphis. 
Bishop Quintard issued a call to for vol-
unteer clergymen who had survived yel-
low fever, and thus developed immunity 
to it, to go to Memphis to assist with the 
care of the stricken city. Although Jardine 
had never had the disease, he applied to 
Bishop Quintard, volunteering to go. The 
Bishop declined his request and shortly 
thereafter, Jardine began his work in 
Kansas City.

The revelation of his youthful crime 
generated a citywide scandal and divided 
the congregation of St. Mary’s. Jardine 
sued Shea for libel, but was unsuccess-
ful. All of the information that Shea 
had printed was true. In retaliation for 
the lawsuit, Shea filed charges against 

Jardine with the Diocese of Missouri, 
accusing him of professional miscon-
duct. The charges included what would, 
today, be characterized as child abuse 
and sexual harassment of young women 
parishioners. A trial was held before 
an ecclesiastical court. Contemporary 
accounts of the trial strongly suggest 
that the charges were without merit, that 
witnesses against Jardine were recruited 
and coached by Shea’s supporters and 
that the evidence they gave was false. 
But the court found him guilty and he 
was deposed by Bishop Robertson in 
November, 1885. 

Members of St. Mary’s were in disar-
ray. The congregation, already divided 
by its conflicting feelings toward Jardine, 
had become the subject of public scan-
dal. He had many strong and influential 
supporters among its members and he 
remained in contact with them. Only 
weeks after the trial, Bishop Robertson 
agreed to meet with Jardine, who had 
asked for a reconsideration of the bish-
op’s decision to depose him. He traveled 
to St. Louis and met with the bishop on 
a Friday in January 1886. The bishop 
agreed to announce his decision early the 
following week. Jardine wrote to a sup-
portive parishioner of St. Mary’s on that 
Friday evening, expressing confidence 
that the bishop would decide in his favor 
and determination to reunite the congre-
gation.

On the Sunday morning following the 
meeting with the bishop, Jardine’s friend, 
the Rev’d. Charles Betts discovered his 
body. Fr. Betts was rector of a church in 
St. Louis and Jardine had stayed with 
him during his visit. His body lay on the 
floor of the church’s Sunday school room 
with a handkerchief covering the face. It 
contained traces of chloroform. Jardine 
suffered from headaches and insomnia 
throughout his life. Chloroform was a 
common 19th century remedy for those 
problems in and he had self-medicated 
with it throughout his lifetime. An 
inquest determined his death to have 
been by suicide, although it could have 
been an accidental overdose or a very 
clever murder.

When his body was prepared for 

burial, it was discovered that he wore a 
penitential chain around his waist and 
had done so for many years, perhaps his 
entire adult life. Although he had kept 
secret the youthful error that had shaped 
his vocation, he resolved in a very real 
and painful way never to allow himself 
to forget it. The events that ended Fr. 
Jardine’s life and career were tragic, but 
they do not diminish his strength of his 
personality and sense of mission. Strong-
willed, fearless and a bit eccentric, he is 
one of the most interesting personalities 
in the history of our diocese. 

Canon Charles Tyner, Sportsman and 
Clergyman

From the 1850s when Jackson 
Kemper realized that the genteel cler-
gymen of the eastern states could not 
withstand the rigors of ministry on the 
frontier, priests and deacons recruited 
to serve Missouri have come to the min-
istry after working in other vocations, 
but only one of them is known to have 
begun his working life as a professional 
athlete. Charles Roland “Chuck” Tyner 
was a household name on Toronto’s east 
side at the turn of the 20th century. He 
had distinguished himself as an ama-
teur in four sports, boxing, lacrosse, 
baseball and hockey. When the Ontario 
Professional Hockey League, one of the 
sport’s first pro leagues, was organized, 
his skills won him a spot as the goal-
tender of its member team, the Toronto 
Professionals. Toronto won the league 
championship in 1908 and on March 14 
they met the Eastern Canada Amateur 
Hockey Association Champions, the 
Montreal Wanderers, in a match for the 
Stanley Cup.

The match was played on Toronto’s 
home ice, located in an unheated wood 
frame building in the city’s downtown. 
It had been constructed specifically as a 
sports venue and was used year-round. 
Its five thousand seats surrounded a 
recessed area in the floor where all 
kinds of sports contests took place. In 
the winter, the recessed area was filled 
with water that froze to form a rink. The 
Wanderers won the match 6-4 on two 
late goals. Chuck Tyner retired from 
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professional sports after that match 
and enrolled in what is now known as 
Seabury Western Seminary.

Little information has been found 
about Tyner’s years at seminary or what 
brought him to the United States. The 
next written mention of him is in the 
Toronto World newspaper in 1916: “Old 
timers remember Chuck Tyner, all round 
amateur athlete 
and sportsman of 
the east end, pro-
ficient in lacrosse, 
baseball, hockey 
and boxing. The 
Rev. Mr. Tyner 
is home from 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
where he has had a 
charge for several 
years, anxious to 
go to the front with 
the Sportsmen’s 
Battalion. He is, of 
course, eligible as 
chaplain and his 
qualifications in 
the above games 
should give him 
preference over 
most preachers. 
Mr. Tyner has aged 
imperceptibly. He 
will present his cre-
dentials today to 
Lieut. Col. Greer.” 
The Sportsmen’s Battalion was a mili-
tary unit in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force of World War I, composed entirely 
of men who had distinguished them-
selves as athletes. For whatever reason, 
Fr. Tyner’s hopes of joining that group 
were not realized. A year later the Ottawa 
Journal notes that, “the Rev. Charles 
“Chuck” Tyner who played for Marlboro 
of Toronto several years ago and later 
with Branford and Montreal is going 
overseas with an American Contingent.” 
He came through the war uninjured but 
as a member of the U.S. Army rather 
than the Canadian forces.

When Fr. Tyner returned from 
Europe in 1918, he was called to the posi-
tion of Dean at St. Mark’s pro-Cathedral 

in Hastings, Nebraska. All evidence indi-
cates that Dean Tyner was immensely 
popular, an energetic, sociable man 
with a great sense of humor and skill for 
building community. The history of St. 
Marks asks of him “who will ever forget 
this human dynamo?” Under Tyner’s 
leadership, St. Mark’s engaged Ralph 
Adams Cram, one of the greatest archi-

tects of his genera-
tion, to design its 
new building. In an 
elaborate ceremony 
in September, 
1921, leaders of 
the congregation 
broke ground for it 
and the bishop laid 
the cornerstone in 
December, 1922. A 
few months later, 
Tyner accepted 
a call from St. 
George’s Church in 
Kansas City. 

During Tyner’s 
time as its rec-
tor, St. George’s 
reached a great 
milestone, paying 
off the mortgage 
on their church 
building. An elabo-
rate celebration 
was planned with 
the Eucharist fol-

lowed by a dinner at which the mortgage 
was to be burned. A week before the 
date of the party, Fr. Tyner was injured 
in a rather serious car accident, neces-
sitating a stay in the hospital. He was 
determined that the party would not 
be rescheduled and that he would be 
there. He spent the week persuading the 
attending physician to release him from 
the hospital long enough to attend. The 
doctor finally agreed, but only if he trav-
eled by ambulance on a stretcher and did 
not rise from it for any reason. Another 
priest was engaged to preach and cel-
ebrate the Eucharist and the Kansas City 
Star carried a picture of Tyner, lying on a 
stretcher in his clerical collar with a huge 
grin on his face as ambulance attendants 

carried him into St. George’s.
Throughout his time in West 

Missouri, Tyner remained active in 
amateur sports. He served as president 
of the Kansas City Figure Skating Club 
and as a referee at local hockey games. 
Two West Missouri priests, The Rev’ds. 
Harry Firth and Bill Beachy were person-
ally acquainted with him. He was near-
ing retirement when they were newly 
ordained. Fr. Beachy recalls an incident 
that suggests Fr. Tyner had not forgotten 
his days as a champion amateur boxer on 
a day when he was stopped by the police 
for speeding. According to this story, 
when the police officer informed Fr. 
Tyner opened the car door, stepped out, 
raised his hands and playfully suggested 
that the two of them engage in an infor-
mal boxing match to determine whether 
or not he would receive a ticket. We don’t 
know the officer’s response to this chal-
lenge from a man in a clerical collar, but 
Fr. Tyner seems to have avoided going to 
jail.

Before his retirement, Tyner was 
made an honorary Canon of Grace 
and Holy Trinity Cathedral. He retired 
in 1952 and lived another 12 years. 
Photographs of him taken well after his 
retirement show him as a fit, energetic 
and remarkably youthful. His obituary in 
the diocesan newsletter is filled with the 
great affection and respect that parishio-
ners and colleagues felt for him.

 These three are only a few of West 
Missouri’s memorable characters. In 
their lives we see how past can shape 
present. We see also that the develop-
ment of vocation takes place over time. 
They encourage us to look beyond what 
appears to be eccentricity or unrelated 
experience to see the work of God 
throughout a lifetime. +

 

The Rev’d. Edith Bird is Rector at Christ Church, 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The Rev’d. Lauren Lyon is 

Rector of Trinity Church in Iowa City, Iowa.

Background sources for this article include wiki-
pedia.com, hockeygods.com and the Kansas City 
Star. Special thanks to the Revd’s. Harry Firth and 
William Beachy and the Right Honorable Stephen 
Harper.

The Rev’d. Canon Charles Tyner
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IN DECEMBER, 2013, THE US CONFER-
ENCE OF MAYORS RELEASED ITS 
MOST RECENT REPORT ON HUNGER 
AND HOMELESSNESS.  Some may 
have hoped for a rosier picture since the 
jobless rate was at its lowest level in five 
years and the stock market had surpassed 
its pre-recession high.  However, the eco-
nomic gains had not reached many poor 
urban residents, and 2014 is likely to be 
even worse.

During a conference call on 
December 11, Tom Cochran, executive 
director of the Conference of Mayors 
stated that “There’s no question that the 
nation’s economy is on the mend, but 
there’s also no question that the slow 
pace of recovery is making it difficult 
and, for many, impossible, to respond to 
the growing needs of the hungry and the 
homeless”.

The report revealed that requests 
for emergency food aid in 25 big cities, 
located in 18 states and the District of 
Columbia, had increased by an average 
of 7 percent compared with the previ-
ous period one year earlier.  Some 43 
percent of those who asked for emer-
gency food aid were employed, 9 percent 
were homeless, and 21 percent were 
elderly.  This parallels our specific experi-
ence with the at-risk and under served 
populations in the states of Missouri and 
Kansas, including a two-year increase 
in the number of seniors coming to our 
food pantries.

What is surprising to many individu-
als is the link between hunger and health.  
The observation in a study by The Food 
Trust is that “For millions of Americans 
– especially people living in low-income 
communities of color – finding a fresh 
apple is not so easy.”  And while “food 
insecurity” is a fairly well known term 
by now, too few recognize the issues of 
nutrition and health that accompany 
food insecurity.

In addition to impacting the general 

Hunger, Health, and Time 
John Hornbeck invites you to make a difference.
by John Hornbeck 

Planting Day at St. Mary Magdalene:  a planting of our first mini-orchard with as an addition to their 
garden; fruit trees and berry bushes. 

Photograph: Frank Baker

health of the people we are serving, this 
can also seriously aggravate existing 
medical conditions, or impact the onset 
of new ones – everything from high cho-
lesterol to stress and sleep deprivation, 
from hypertension to diabetes and pul-
monary diseases. Current health trends 
project increases in all of these areas, 
including the potential for up to one in 
three U.S. adults being diabetic by 2050. 

The impact for people relying on 
food pantries and community kitchens 
is tremendous.  According to multiple 
research studies, “disparities in food 
access contribute to subsequent chronic 
health conditions, including obesity, can-
cer, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease... 
“This problem is actually magnified by 
the traditional system of hunger relief 
that tends to rely more on shelf-stable 
foods – canned and boxed product that is 
highly processed and nutrient poor, and 
that tends to be high in sodium, sugar 
and fats.

This is especially true for the most 
vulnerable among our communities:  
children and seniors.  According to 
the Food Research and Action Center, 
hungry children suffer from two to four 

times as many individual health prob-
lems, such as fatigue, headaches, irritabil-
ity, inability to concentrate in school and 
frequent colds.  

And a study focused on nutritional 
and health consequences for food insecu-
rity among the elderly observed that food 
insecure seniors had significantly lower 
intakes of nutrients in their diets, were 
more than twice as likely to report poor 
health, and had higher nutritional risk.  
And a recent study by AARP (August 
2011) indicates that Missouri is among 
the twelve worst states for food insecurity 
among age 50 plus.

According to Craig Gunderson, PhD 
with the Department of Agriculture and 
Economics at the University of Illinois, 
“Food insecurity is one of the most 
important public Health Threats in the 
United States.  It has serious negative 
health consequences.”  According to 
an AARP report from August of 2011, 
“Food insecurity has been associated 
with a wide array of negative health out-
comes both among the young and old.”

The good news is that The Episcopal 
Hunger Relief Network and Episcopal 
Community Services in the West 
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Missouri Diocese have become area lead-
ers in advancing changes in our hunger 
relief system.  This includes significantly 
increasing the access to healthier foods 
including fresh produce in our food pan-
tries and other hunger relief programs.  

But this shouldn’t be only about what 
changes should take place and why . . . or 
even about advances that we are already 
making.  Especially in this season of 
Lent, this should be about what each of 
us can do as members of our parishes 
and members of our communities.

Perhaps the most powerful method 
of giving is giving up our time for oth-
ers, and this can and is being done by so 
many.  

• Give your time towards growing 
a garden, at your church or in 
your backyard or elsewhere.  And 
donate a portion of what you grow 
to one of our local food pantries 
as a source of fresh produce... and 
of health.

• Give your time in one of our 
gleaning teams, going out and 
gleaning crops with the help of 
local growers.  Don’t know how 
to make that happen?  During 
the growing season, we have need 
for gleaning teams all over the 
Diocese.  Call or write us, and we 
can help you organize this and 
connect you with others that set 
up these opportunities.

• Give your time towards a different 
kind of a food drive that collects 
healthier foods that are so needed 
on our pantry selves:  low sugar 
foods for diabetics; low sodium 
foods that are healthier for those 
suffering from hypertension and 
other cardiac ailments; and high 
protein foods that are a needed 
staple for all pantries.

• Give your time to volunteering 
in a community kitchen or food 
pantry:  to preparing food, and 
helping with hunger relief. +

For help on getting these or other initiatives started, 
contact John Hornbeck at jhornbeck@episcopal-
community.org

Youth Events
Further details on the following events can 
be found on the diocesan youth website.

www.wemoyouth.com

Southern Youth Network Lock-in
7:00 p.m. Friday May 30 - 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday May 31. Christ Episcopal 
Church Springfield

Come and enjoy fellowship, food, games, ice 
skating, and broomball! 

Camp WEMO at Wakonda!
Sunday June 8 to Friday June 13

Each and every day there will be inspiring, 
thought-provoking and empowering things 
to do!  You can challenge yourself to climb 
a rock course and ring the bell…or zip 300 
feet into the woods from the 40 foot Zip Line 
Tower. Go swimming, hiking, play games or 
have fun practicing archery skills!   Relax…
enjoy nature, worship God, be part of small 
group discussions, make a craft, sing 
around the campfire….and recharge. This is 
what camps all about!.

Missionpalooza 
6:00 p.m. Monday July 21 - Saturday July 
27 

An urban mission trip, for those who have 
finished grades 8-12.  This is the 14th year 
for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in KCMO to 
be our host!  The week includes four days at 
various work-sites in the KC area. 

 Other Events 

Conflict Transformation Skills for 
Churches

Saturday, May 10, 2014. Grace and Holy 
Trinity Cathedral - Kansas City, Missouri

Conflict isn’t good or bad in and of itself, but 
it does present an opportunity for growth. 
This one-day workshop will focus on the 
biblical basis for conflict transformation, 
individual styles of response to conflict, 
interpersonal peacemaking skills, and tools 
to manage conflict effectively in churches. 
For groups that are interested in attending, 
coupons are available upon request.

Additional Photo Credits
Image on page 6 by Flickr user Martin 
Pettitt: flickr.com/photos/mdpettitt/ Used 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 
Generic license. 

Image on Page 7 by Flickr user ‘Dave’: 
flickr.com/people/vintagehalloweencol-
lector/ Used under a Creative Commons  
Attribution-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic license.

Calling All Parish Historians, 
Archivists and Historiographers
Does  your congregation have an interest-
ing story to tell? Is there an unusual event or 
notable individual in your church’s history? 
Do you have photos or artifacts related to that 
story? If so, send a short description to us (see 
our e-mail address below). Your story may be 
selected by the editor for a future article.

Send Us Your News & Articles
We welcome your news articles, photo-
graphs and letters to the editor on topics of 
interest to the diocese. Submissions should 
include the writer’s name, e-mail and postal 
addresses and phone number.

Whenever possible we  will share your sub-
missions with the members of the diocese 
in the Spirit Magazine. The earlier you can 
get your news to us the better, to ensure 
inclusion please send in your news an abso-
lute minimum of two weeks before the end 
of the month in each of January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  

If you have an idea for an article please tell   
us.

You can contact us at: 

west.mo.communications@gmail.com

Please note: because of space and time 
constraints we cannot guarantee to be able 
to always use your news material or pic-
tures. Any supplied text and images may be 
edited.

THE AGENDA | Upcoming events around the diocese
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Holy Week 2014
A selection of pictures from around the diocese found on Facebook
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WEMO Communicators
WEMO COMMUNICATORS IS A 
FACEBOOK GROUP FOR ANY-
ONE INVOLVED IN COMMUNICA-
TIONS WITHIN THE DIOCESE TO 
EXCHANGE IDEAS AND FIND HELP. 
While the group will be initially concen-
trating on the best use of technology we 
do not intend to limit the group to tech-
nical topics. We want to also look at how 
best to use traditional communication 
media: posters, advertising, press, TV 
and radio. Personally I’m keen to find 
new ideas on - dare I say it - weekly bul-
letins and service sheets.

We will be providing dedicated com-
munications pages on the diocese web-
site where resources can be saved and 
shared. 

A selection of short training courses will be provided using online conferencing. 
We’ll be starting with an initial primer intended primarily for clergy on managing 
Facebook Pages. This course will be scheduled for delivery in May.  

To help us help you, we would like you to tell us the training and resources you 
think will help you in your role as parish communicators, there’s an email address at 
the end of this article. 

All clergy and parish administrative staff are invited to join us in the group. If you 
are in anyway involved in communication within your parish, please come and join 
us. You can join the WEMO Communicators’ Facebook Group here:

www.facebook.com/groups/wemo.communicators/

Currently this is a ‘closed group’ which means you have to apply to join. Just click 
on ‘Join Group’ and we’ll approve your membership. You can also send your ideas and 
suggestions to: 

west.mo.commnications@gmail.com +

Gary Allman, Director of Communications

Holy Week Pictures
THE PICTURES OPPOSITE WERE SEEN ON THE FACEBOOK PAGES OF THE 
FOLLOWING CHURCHES.

• All Saints’ Church, Nevada

• Christ Episcopal Church, Springfield

• Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kansas City

• Grace Episcopal Church, Chillicothe

• Grace Episcopal Church, Liberty

• St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, Kansas City

• St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Kansas City

• St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Ozark

• St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Maryville

Who is on Facebook?

Not sure if a parish has a Facebook 
page? Here’s a list of all the parishes on 
Facebook.
All Saints’ Church, Nevada
All Saints’ Church, West Plains
Calvary Church, Sedalia1

Christ Church, Boonville
Christ Church, Lexington
Christ Church, Springfield
Christ Church, St. Joseph
Christ Church, Warrensburg
Church of the Good Shepherd, Kansas City
Church of the Resurrection, Blue Springs
Church of the Transfiguration, Mountain Grove
Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kansas City
Grace Church, Carthage
Grace Church, Chillicothe
Grace Church, Liberty
Shepherd of the Hills Church, Branson
St. Alban’s in the Ozarks, Bolivar
St. Andrew’s Church, Kansas City
St. Anne’s Church, Lee’s Summit
St. Augustine’s Church, Kansas City
St. George Church, Camdenton
St. James’ Church, Springfield
St. John’s Church, Springfield1

St. Mark’s Church, Kimberling City
St. Mary Magdalene, Village of Loch Lloyd
St. Mary’s Church, Fayette
St. Mary’s Church, Kansas City
St. Mary’s Church, Savannah
St. Matthew’s Church, Ozark
St. Matthew’s Church, Raytown
St. Michael’s Church, Independence
St. Paul’s Church, Clinton
St. Paul’s Church, Kansas City
St. Paul’s Church, Lee’s Summit
St. Paul’s Church, Maryville
St. Peter and All Saints Church, Kansas City
St. Philip’s Church, Joplin
St. Philip’s Church, Trenton
St. Stephen’s Church, Monett
St. Thomas a Becket, Cassville
Trinity Church, Independence
Trinity Church, Lebanon

Note. 1. Calvary Church, Sedalia and St. 
John’s Church, Springfield have Facebook 
Groups rather than pages.
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An Exceptional Place 
in the Heart of it All.

Sat
iSfaction

100%guaran t e e
d

   Rewarding and engaging. Intimate in size, but wide 
open with opportunity. At Bishop Spencer Place, you’ll 
thrive living in our landmark location near the Country 
Club Plaza and you’ll be energized by all of the cultural 
activities and conveniences Kansas City has to offer. Plus, 
you’ll celebrate each day with ease knowing you have access 
to a full continuum of on-site healthcare and to our affiliate 
Saint Luke’s Hospital, if needed.
      Our faith-based retirement community is also a close 
affiliate of The Episcopal Diocese of West Missouri, and  
we’re proud to have enriched lives for nearly 20 years.  

 There is simply no better place to be!
   Call Mendi at (816) 595-5878 

    for Lunch & Tour.

www.BishopSpencerPlace.org
4301 Madison Ave.

Kansas City, MO 64111

Canon Harry Firth at 
Bishop Spencer Place.


