
 

 

Mission Possible 

The good people of Stormia-By-The-Sea 

were blessed and cursed with living on 

a cliff that overlooked some of the most 

treacherous waters on the planet.  It 

was a curse because hardly a month 

went by without a ship getting into 

trouble in bad weather and foundering 

on the rocks that defined the coastline a 

hundred feet below the town.  It was a 

blessing because it gave these good-

hearted neighbors the opportunity to 

show their concern for the seafarers. 

So it was that a handful of local people 

were moved to build and staff a life-

saving station.  They built it high on the 

cliff on the edge of the town.  They 

staffed it with compassionate and 

committed volunteers.  They worked 

hard to ensure that there was a round-

the-clock 24/7 presence in the station 

keeping watch for vessels that got into 

trouble.   

These Good Samaritans, armed with 

courage, skill, and love started to make 

a difference.  Soon that deadly 

coastline saw a dramatic drop in the 

number of seafarers lost.  The 

volunteers fearlessly rescued sailors, 

brought them back to the station, fed 

them, tended to their injuries, 

warmed them up and cared for them 

and their families.  Often, rescued 

sailors were so grateful for the 

compassion which the volunteers had 

shown them that they 

decided to stay and become 

volunteers themselves.  And 

so before long, there were 

very many people attached 

to the life-station.   

These were heady days.  The 

band of heroes swelled in 

number as each month more 

and more helpless souls 

were plucked from a watery 

grave and added to the 

growing community of love.  There was a good feeling 

there.  The volunteers enjoyed being on duty so much 

that they started to come to the station just for the 

company.   Before long the life-station morphed into a 

kind of social club.   

The congregation started to get together for their own 

benefit - to see their friends and to talk to themselves 

about their mutual interest in life-saving.  During 

their times together they turned their chairs so they no 

longer looked out of the window to the brutal sea but 

inwards, towards each other.  They formed 

committees.  They spent a lot of time and money 

thinking about how to make the life-station more 

comfortable.  They bought new furniture, and they 

decorated and made the place feel homely and 

comfortable.  They had a long series of meetings to 

discuss how to make their times together more 

interesting and enjoyable.  They designed some 

wonderful uniforms for the volunteers to wear when 

they met.   
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Instead of giving up something for 

Lent, why not take on a spiritual 

discipline?  Here is a review of 

some good books 

designed for reading 

in 40 days. 

Lent Is Not Rocket 

Science: An 

Exploration of 

God, Creation and the Cosmos, by 

Nicholas Knisely.— A good 

devotionals for scientific thinkers!   

A Season for the Spirit: Readings 

for the Days of Lent, by Martin L 

Smith.—A really 

helpful meditation of 

scripture and self-

discovery.  Complete 

with a reading and 

prayer for each day.  

A Time to Turn: 

Anglican Readings for Lent and 

Easter Week, by Christopher 

Webber.—A really good collection 

of thoughts on Lent by 

some of the great 

Anglican Christians in 

history.  

Window into the 

Light, by Michael 

Sullivan.—A 

devotional for the 

artistic.  Each week of 

Lent explores a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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All this, 

of course, 

needed 

financing.   So committees were set up to raise money 

and manage budgets.  The more important committees 

imposed rules to govern the meetings which the 

volunteers had - things like dress code, words to be used 

in meetings, and music to be played.  The structures of 

the station were constituted and managed by further 

committees.  Of course, the leaders of the station felt 

unable to manage these structures - they were just 

volunteers after all.  And so more time and more money 

were spent on sending them on courses to learn theories 

of life-saving from experts.   

And in time everyone forgot what they were there for.   

Those seas are still violent.  People still need 

rescuing.  But high on the cliffs, there's a life-station full 

of people locked in from the dangerous storms, feeling 

safe and cozy, and getting on busily with the task of 

running the show.   

You don’t need me to explain the meaning of the 

parable.  Just replace the word ‘life-station’ with 

‘church’ and you’ve got it clear and simple.  Sadly, it 

describes many congregations, dioceses, and even whole 

denominations in the Western world.  Somewhere in our 

history we took our eye off the ball and became 

distracted by our own needs and comforts.   

The Church is a rare organization.  It exists for the sakes 

of people who are not its members.  We have so much to 

give – energy, life, Good News, physical resources and 

spiritual riches.  Yet, these amazing blessings can be 

turned inwards so that we end up ministering only to 

ourselves.  Our structures, business meetings, and 

budgets can tragically become irrelevant to the world 

around us. 

Running throughout this edition of Crossings is the 

theme of mission.  We are learning that God has given 

us such blessings that we can’t just keep them to 

ourselves.  Perhaps our biggest challenge in 2014 will be 

how to accommodate the increasing number of people 

who want to worship at 10:00.  I don’t know how we are 

going to resolve this wonderful problem.  But I promise 

you one thing – we will not stop seeking to share God’s 

story and our gifts with those in our community who do 

not yet attend a church.  The reason for changing our 

worship schedule is mission, and that will continue to be 

the motivating vision that guides us. 

Mission Possible 
(Continued from page 1) 

We have kicked-off the parish-wide conversation about 

how to accommodate our growing 10 am congregation.  

Don’t miss the chance to have your say.  There will be 

five opportunities to tell Fr. Duncan what you think – 

see the calendar in this issue of Crossings for the dates 

of these consultations.    

The conversation has just begun!  Join in. 

Spiritual Life Committee 

Forty Days of Good Reading 
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That’s not the usual message for this season of reflection 

and self-denial.  Yet, that is the theme of this year’s Lent 

course.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure 

in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

For the eight weeks of Lent, we will be studying the 

Beatitudes from Matthew Chapter 5.  In these seven short 

sentences, Jesus re-defines what it means to be happy (or 

‘blessed’).  The course will begin on Ash Wednesday, 

when Fr. Duncan will preach on the first beatitude in the 

sermon.  Then, we will focus 

on numbers two to six on 

special meetings on Tuesday 

evenings at 7 pm.  On Maundy 

Thursday, the seventh 

Beatitude will be the focus in the sermon, and we will 

finish on Good Friday with the final Beatitude.  See the 

calendar in this edition of Crossings for the dates.  

Be Happy for Lent 

Our parish Lay Pastoral 

Assistants are trained, 

commissioned, and eager to 

extend loving support to 

members of Mt. Calvary 

who are ill, incapacitated, 

or going through times of 

transition or loss.  If you 

would like someone to talk 

to, please let Fr. Duncan 

know, and he can help 

match you with a pair of 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 

who will be right for 

you.  We all need godly, 

caring companions to join 

us in our journeys from 

time to time. 

Love and Care in Action 

Congratulations to members of Mt. Calvary who took a 

big step of faith on February 2.   Confirmed were: Nancy 

Fodor, Ami Levin, Joseph Ickowski, Stacey Johnson, 

Shannon Sweeney, Kathryn Carver, Joshua Carver, 

Shelby Anne Odell, Alexis Rose Baker, Anna Grace 

Litsinger, and Dakota Williams. Received into the 

fellowship of the Episcopal Church were Elizabeth Clark 

& John Brady. Linda Kelley reaffirmed her faith.  

“He who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion.” (Phil 1:6) 
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In April Mt. Calvary will be 

welcoming an intern, who will serve 

and learn with us for most of 

2014.  Please welcome and pray for 

Martha Harris.  We are blessed to 

have her part of our lives...  

I give thanks 

for Fr. 

Duncan’s 

invitation to 

join the 

ministry at Mt. 

Calvary to 

further my 

discernment for 

the Episcopal 

priesthood.  My spiritual journey 

began with baptism at Concord 

Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, 

DE.  My father taught Sunday 

school.  When my parents moved to 

a Methodist church, my faith was 

further developed through active 

participation in the Methodist Youth 

Program.  I became a Lutheran when 

I joined Messiah Lutheran Church in 

Harrisburg after graduating from 

Dickinson College in 1977.  

I remained active in the Lutheran 

Church when I moved to Washington 

in 1983 where I joined Augustana 

Lutheran Church. I first heard God’s 

call to ministry while attending 

Augustana – an urban parish with a 

strong focus on social justice.  I 

visited Union Theological Seminary 

– but decided that I was not ready to 

accept God’s call.  I had not found 

my spiritual home.  Instead, I applied 

to Harvard where I earned a Master’s 

in Public Administration in 1987.  

Following graduation, I moved to 

Pittsburgh in 1988 to accept a 

position as Director of Economic 

Development for the Pittsburgh High 

Technology Council.  One Sunday, a 

dear friend invited me to join her at 

Calvary Episcopal Church.  I was 

confirmed in the Episcopal Church 

following an Inquirer’s program at 

Calvary.  My husband, Randy, was 

confirmed in the Episcopal Church 

shortly after we were married at 

Calvary in October 1989.  Our 

daughter Kathryn was baptized at 

Calvary on Epiphany in January 

1992. 

We found our spiritual home in the 

Episcopal Church.  After relocating 

to Lancaster County in 1996, we 

joined Saint James in 1998.  I began 

serving the Diocese of Central 

Pennsylvania as a Parish Companion 

– working with Rick Farrell when St. 

Stephen’s Cathedral called Rev. 

Churchill Pinder as Dean.  I served 

as Bishop Baxter’s liaison to Saint 

James’ Discernment Committee who 

called Rev. David Peck as Rector.  In 

2009, I was elected to the Standing 

Committee where I led a team to 

complete a review of the Diocese’s 

effectiveness.  The Diocesan 

Effectiveness Review was published 

in September 2012 and distributed 

widely throughout the Diocese.    

http://

diocesecpa.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/

DER_Sept2012.pdf 

In January 2012, I was elected to my 

second three-year term on Saint 

James Vestry, where I currently 

serve as Senior Warden.  My 

leadership involvement in the parish 

and Diocese has helped confirm my 

call to the Priesthood.    

Dickinson College brought me 

initially to central Pennsylvania.  I 

interned at Channel 15 in Mt. Gretna 

my second semester senior year.  

Following graduation, I joined WHP-

AM-FM-TV where I honed my 

journalism skills covering state 

government and the world’s first 

accident at a commercial nuclear 

plant – TMI.  Some long time Mt. 

Calvary members may recall a few 

newscasts from News 21 reporter, 

Martha Lester. 

Governor Ridge is responsible for 

inviting me to return to Central 

Pennsylvania.  In March 1995, I was 

appointed Deputy Secretary of 

Commerce, overseeing workforce 

and technology development 

programs.  Shortly after we moved to 

Harrisburg’s historic neighborhood 

Shipoke, Randy was named the 

Executive Director of the Historic 

Preservation Trust of Lancaster 

County.  

In November 1999, Kathryn was 

diagnosed with learning differences.  

In January 2000, I resigned from the 

Ridge Administration to focus on 

entrepreneurial efforts in Lancaster 

that would enable me to help her 

learn and achieve her potential.  She 

received an excellent elementary and 

middle school education at the Janus 

School in Mount Joy, and learning 

support from Lancaster Mennonite 

High School enabled her to graduate 

in 2010.  Now a junior at Alvernia 
(Continued on page 5) 

Journeying together to discern God's call 
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I decided to use my space in Crossings to invite and 

encourage you to membership in the Mt. Calvary 

Choir.  You probably could have anticipated what I 

might say:  pretty big commitment, very big reward; 

joy in the service to our Faith and our Parish; 

formation of new friendships; opportunity to 

acquaint yourself with the many styles and rich 

heritage of Christian music; and the challenge of a 

new venture in life.  All is this is perfectly true.  It is 

also true that you do NOT have to be a trained 

musician or music reader to participate.  Among our 

membership are highly skilled musicians and folks 

who don’t read a note of music.  Although the 

members may learn in different ways, our work is 

toward the common goal of enhancing the worship 

at Mt. Calvary through the ministry of music.  

Here’s the part you may not know.  I sort of knew it 

in an intuitive way, but, until I did some research, I 

had no idea the extent to which the phenomena has 

been studied.  Singing in a choir not only enriches 

your life, it actually prolongs it!  In the past few 

days, I’ve read through articles published in the 

name of such august institutions as the University of 

Gethenburg, Sweden, University of Frankfurt, 

University of Surrey, UK, George Washington 

University, US, and the National Alzheimer’s 

Associations, all of whom have done scientifically- 

based studies involving members of church choirs.  

Here’s a synopsis of their 

findings.  People who 

participate in choirs have 

the following: 

 Less stress due to the 

emotional release of 

singing 

 Better lungs and circulation due to greater intake 

of oxygen and something called “synchronized 

breathing” 

 Improved immune systems, resulting in fewer 

illnesses, less medication, less depression 

 Greater alertness and better mental health, 

surpassing even the benefits of yoga! 

In the interest of avoiding any lawsuits, I can give 

you no guarantees of the above benefits.  I do, 

however, feel very confident in saying you will find 

a welcoming and caring group, you will do some 

work and have some laughs on Thursday evenings, 

and, on occasion on a Sunday morning, you may 

experience God in a way you had not known before. 

Please feel free to call me at 730-6076, and we’ll 

discuss details.  It is perfectly fine to give us a “test 

run” and see if choir membership is for you.  

Lynn Alt 

And You Thought It Was 

Diet and Exercise 

University in Reading, Kathryn is 

majoring in communications.   

In 2009 I launched my own 

company, Fizika Group 

(www.fizikagroup.com), whose 

mission is to help educators apply 

the latest brain science by 

incorporating movement into their 

teaching and learning practice.  My 

passion for Fizika's mission grew out 

of our experience in raising Kathryn. 

Fizika has taught me that all of us 

learn differently - by finding how 

each student learns, we can help 

them achieve their highest potential. 

Randy, Kathryn and I reside in 

downtown Lancaster, in a historic 

home across the street from St. 

John’s Episcopal.  Randy’s daughter 

Amanda is married to Chris Eden, 

pastor at Boehm’s United Methodist 

Church in Willow Street.  Amanda 

and Chris have three beautiful 

daughters – Maria, 9, Lucia, 8, and 

Anya, 6.  Our first grandson is 

expected March 19. 

My prayer for my internship is that 

we will grow together in Christ and 

that my spiritual journey will 

strengthen yours. ~Martha Harris 

(Continued from page 4) 
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2014! We are beginning 

the third year of the 

Outreach Coordinating 

Committee (OCC) and 

we appreciate the 

opportunity to update you on the recent and future 

activities. The OCC will continue to focus our 

actions on three important dimensions – Time, 

Treasure and Talents.  

Time - Based on the thousand hours contributed by 

the enthusiastic Mt. Calvary parishioners last year, 

we are forecasting that our contributed “sweat 

equity” dimension will increase in 2014. 

Treasure – The money used for Outreach is 

allocated to us by the Vestry and amounts to 5% of 

pledged money given by you, the members. This 

money is allocated from the yearly contributions of 

the Mt. Calvary parishioners.  This year the vestry 

has designated to Outreach $15,000 which is slightly 

less than last year. 

Talents – Mt. Calvary is blessed with parishioners 

who offer a cornucopia of talents. Knitting, 

hammering, researching, managing, planting, 

packing, delivering, collecting, etc. are among the 

talents we demonstrated. Beyond all of these – and 

most importantly - we have practiced the Christian 

value of caring. 

Putting our three fundamental dimensions of 

Outreach to work, here are some actions being 

undertaken: 

 Strengthening our Team – To strengthen our 

ability to combine team projects and to improve 

communications, the Outreach Coordinating 

Committee has added the Outreach Team 

Leaders to the Committee. We have also further 

clarified responsibilities with the appointment of 

a Treasurer and Communications 

Coordinator. 

 Commemorating the contributions of Sally 

Lied – Sally was essential in getting the 

Outreach Coordinating Committee started and 

guiding it during its first formative year.  To 

convey our appreciation, Outreach Coordinating 

Committee members treated Sally to lunch and 

the Committee made a donation to the 

Alzheimer’s foundation in Sally’s name in 

thanks for her contributions. 

 Welcoming a new Team Leader - The 

committee welcomes Sue Todd who is taking on 

the responsibility of Safety Team Leader.  

Outreach Teams in Action  

Hunger – The Hearty Soup Drive was a 

big success with more cans donated this 

year than last year. The Bridge has 

provided a list of their needs that the Team is 

reviewing. Team leader – Sally Flanigan 

sallyflanigan@verizon.net 

Shelter – The plans are in place to do four 

Habitat for Humanity projects in 2014, as 

well as continue the work at the Food 

Bank and Men’s shelter. Additionally, the Team will 

be doing some “fix up” projects at the Episcopal 

Home. Team Leader – Brian Fogarty 

bkfpsych@hotmail.com 

Safety – The Bridge of Hope organization 

(bridgeofhopeinc.org) has assigned a 

family to us to support in their efforts “to 

get back on their feet.” Five Mt. Calvary volunteers 

have signed up to work on this worthwhile endeavor. 

Team Leader – Sue Todd stodd@corpu.com 

Health – The Episcopal Home in 

Shippensburg will be this Team’s major 

focus this year. The highly successful 

Christmas Concert held at St. Andrews Shippensburg 

(Continued on page 7) 

Outreach 
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as a fund raiser for the Episcopal Home was organized by Mt. 

Calvary parishioners and the choir included a bevy of our 

parishioners as well. Other projects are the development of an 

oral history by the residents and the “fix up” projects being 

led by the Shelter Team. Team Leader – Pat Stromberg 

pdcstromberg@verizon.net 

Want to get involved? – contact the Team Leaders  

(Continued from page 6) 

A joyful welcome to the following new 

members of Mt. Calvary, who have joined the 

family of Christ, via baptism: 

 Whitney Marie Hoover, December 15 

 Campbell Robert Becker, December 22 

 Elijah Neil Mulfinger, January 5 

 Ami Beth Levin, January 26 

They join a vast family of Christians around 

the world, and through the ages.  Among those 

dear to Mt. Calvary who are celebrating the 

anniversaries of their baptisms this spring are: 

 Nicholas Ausec Favorito, 5/19/13 

 Noah George Mulfinger, 5/8/11 

 Amelie June Jaarda Cummings, 4/24/11 

 Ethan Andrew Richie, 5/17/09 

 Willow Michelle Armstrong, 5/17/09 

 Abigail Genie Golding, 5/17/09 

 Nora Gayle Golding, 5/17/09 

 Ethan Andrew Richie, 5/17/09 

 Willow Michelle Armstrong, 5/17/09 

 Abigail Genie Golding, 5/17/09 

 Nora Gayle Golding, 5/17/09 

 Elena Maries Hoover, 5/25/08 

 Eliza Shea Fogarty, 5/25/08 

 Simon John Naylor, 5/14/00 

 Chloe Caldwell Picchio, 5/14/06 

 Alice Johnson Benavides, 3/14/05 

 Rachel Elise Hager, 4/10/05 

 Liam Christopher Dardick, 4/10/05 

 Cameron Henry Farrell, 3/24/05 

 Denise Leslie Young Farrell, 3/24/05 

 Andrew Thomas Woodward, 3/06/05 

 Sara Katherine Wheeler, 5/11/03 

 Michael Ross Wheeler, 5/11/03 

 Abigail Paige Lenhard, 5/11/03 

 Grant Richard Anderson, 4/27/03 

 Cannon Patrick Myers, 5/12/02 

 Evan James LaMarca, 5/12/02 

 Ashley Paige Hall, 5/12/02 

 Jared Scott Buechel, 5/6/01 

 Erik Roy Anderson, 5/6/01 

 Simon John Naylor, 4/14/00 

 Matthew Henry Lee Collins, 4/9/00 

 Magdalene Faith Baehr, 4/9/00 

 Lillian Louise Bleicken, 4/25/99 

 Morgan Elizabeth Cunningham, 5/18/97 

Welcome to the Family 

Odds and ends… but 

Communications 

What message do our walls give?  Well, now that we have 

repainted the stairwell, we are thinking about how we can use 

the beauty of this space to say something inspiring and 

attractive.  Plans are underway to create a Mt. Calvary History 

area, telling something of our rich and excellent heritage. 

Coming this spring… a new parish directory!  It has been over 

two years since the last edition, and it is terribly out of date.  So, 

plans are underway to take photographs and assemble a new 

directory after Easter.  Look out for information about sign-ups 

for photo sittings.  We will be using the company we used last 

time, which will give everyone the chance to order personal 

prints of their photos. 

Stewardship 

One of the exciting things at Mt. Calvary is the fall in the 

average age of our members.  We now have over 120 members 

under the age of 18, and very many young families have joined 

us in recent years.  This is a marvelous gift.  However, we are 

finding that as our average age falls, so too does the financial 

freedom of our members.  People in their twenties, thirties and 

forties often don’t have the disposable income of people later in 

life.  Having dependents, coupled with being in the early years 

of a career, means that there is less money to give to the church. 

As a result, our pledged income for 2014 is less than it was for 

2013, even though the number of pledging households has 

increased.  The total pledged for this year is $316,768.  

Nonetheless, the Vestry has set a budget for this year of 

$348,979.  This means that as the year proceeds, we will need 

to rely on new members taking up the discipline of regular 

giving to the church.  The Vestry is happy to step out in faith.  

We believe that as we faithfully move forward with the mission 

God has given us he will make sure we have all the resources 

we need.  Please join us in this confidence!  

file:///C:/Users/rtereska/Desktop/misc/Mt%20Calvary%20Newsletter%2012/pdcstromberg@verizon.net
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Sunday, June 15 – Thursday, June 19 
Welcome to Wilderness Escape: Where God guides and provides!   

 
In just a few short months, our church will be filled with the aromas, sights, and sounds of kids 
participating in fun discovery activities at a special Holy Land Adventure—journeying through the desert 
wilderness with Moses and the Israelites after escaping Egypt! Kids will worship God with songs and 
prayer, create unique craft projects, and discover God’s powerful love in exciting and memorable ways. 
They will experience what it was like for Moses and the Israelites to have to rely on God completely after 
leaving the only home they knew in Egypt! 
 
To have the best adventure possible, we need lots of volunteers who can share time, energy, and love 
with the kids who attend. Below are some great ways you can help make this program a success. Will you 
please check out the following list…and then pray about where God might use you? Together, we can 
step back in time and embark on an amazing Wilderness Escape at Mount Calvary. 
 
Celebration Leader: Help kids and adults transition from “modern day” to “Bible times” as you lead 
everyone in songs at Wilderness Escape. You’ll have a blast learning—and teaching—the music and 
motions of these Holy Land Adventure songs! 
 
Fun & Games Leader: Lead fun high-energy, low-tech games that get kids and adults laughing and that 
connect with each day’s Bible Point.  
 
Tent Hosts: In the Israelite Camp, you’ll guide participants in learning a variety of “skills” and making 
easy hands-on craft projects at different Israelite Camp Tents, such as the Musician’s Tent and the Rope 
Maker’s Tent. In your role as a Tent Host, you’ll give kids and adults the opportunity to share their belief 
and trust in God! 
 
Tribe Leaders: You’ll lead your Tribe (small group) in fun activities that help them make the connection 
between what they learn in Wilderness Escape VBS and their everyday lives. And, best of all, there is 
absolutely no prep work! Together you and your Tribe will sing at the Celebration opening and closing, 
play at Fun & Games, talk with Tent Hosts in the Israelite Camp, and visit Moses’ Tent. 
  
Other Positions: Still don’t see something that interests you? We’re also looking for a… 
 Registration Team 
 Decorating Team 
 Photographer 
 Food Team 
 
Whatever your gifts, interest, and time commitment…we have a place for you! 
 
We believe that God will use this incredible program to reach many children with the message of his love. 
So please prayerfully consider your role in Wilderness Escape!  
 
Feel free to contact me by email, phone, or in person if you have any questions.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 
         
Melanie Gurgiolo 
Mgurgiolo24@verizon.net    717-737-4757 Home  717-737-9834 Office 

mailto:Mgurgiolo24@verizon.net
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Souper Bowl Sunday - On Sunday, January 26, Mt. 

Calvary parishioners and visitors donated $416.00 in 

spare change and bills following the 8:00 and 10:00 

services.  Thank you to all those who participated in this 

outreach activity, both by making monetary 

contributions and by wearing your favorite team jerseys.  

Though the Seahawks were the decisive winners in the 

big football game, the Broncos were just as dominant in 

the Souper Bowl donation competition, bringing in $323, 

compared to only $93 for Seattle.  Your generous 

donations will be passed on to local food banks. 

Pizza Club – In addition to sharing pizza, we recently 

we had a marshmallow snowball fight, made melting 

s’more snowman treats, and also decorated Valentine 

cookies.  Our Pizza 

Club Choir has also 

been rehearsing for 

future performances – 

watch for us at a 

church service near 

you!  

Youth Group – We have been meeting in the youth 

room to watch a series of videos presenting the Bible in 

its entirety.  We have completed the Old Testament, and 

are now beginning the New Testament.  Of course, we 

have been making good use of the popcorn machine, and 

we have also enjoyed a hot chocolate bar and a 

marshmallow snowball fight of our own. 

Confirmation – Mount Calvary’s youth confirmation 

class culminated with an exciting weekend February 1-2, 

consisting of a family dinner in the undercroft on 

Saturday evening, and the confirmation service on 

Sunday.  At the dinner, we shared food and 

fellowship with the extended families of the 

confirmands, and enjoyed a seasonal vestment 

fashion show with Father  

Duncan and a PowerPoint presentation which 

provided information regarding the size and 

spread of the Anglican Communion worldwide.  

Church School – Classes are going well, thanks to our 

fine teachers, assistants, and enthusiastic students.  We 

have also enjoyed combined classes, including Kings’ 

Cupcakes and a visit from the Wisemen on King’s Day, 

and a “Salt of the Earth” 

salt and egg experiment.  

We are always in need of 

assistants to help out in the 

classroom, and to ensure 

compliance with 

Safeguarding God’s 

Children requirements, so please sign up on the bulletin 

board and get to know some of our young parishioners. 

Easter – We will be collecting candy and toy donations 

for Easter baskets for the less fortunate; watch for 

further information.  Also, our annual Easter Egg hunt 

will take place on April 20 at 10:15, between the Easter 

services.  Volunteers will be needed to help spread the 

eggs, so please consider 

lending a hand.  
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Mar 1 Men's Breakfast: 'Men and Legacy,’  

led by Aaron Pridmore.  

7:45 at the Cornerstone coffeehouse  

Choir retreat 9:00-12:00 

Mar 2   Intergenerational Worship for  

‘Shrove Week’ 10:00 
 Book club, 11:15, ‘Jacob’s Oath’ by Martin 

Fletcher 

Outreach Coordinating Committee, 11:45   

Mar 5 Ash Wednesday.  Beginning of Lent  

10:00 am Holy Communion and imposition of 

ashes.  ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’  

7:00 pm Holy Communion and imposition of 

ashes, with music and hymns.  ‘Blessed are the 

poor in spirit’ 

Mar 6 New Bishop listening event, 6:00-8:30 pm,  

St. John’s, Carlisle  

Mar 8  Vestry Retreat, 9:00-2:00  

Mar 9 Youth Group, 5:30-7:00 

Mar 11 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 10:00 

 Pastoral Care Committee, 4:00 

Pizza Club, 5:30-7:00 

‘Blessed are those who mourn’ 6:00-7:00 

Mar 12 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7:00 

Mar 15 Blood Drive 

Mar 16 Endowment Committee, 11:30 

Mar 18 ‘Blessed are the meek’ 6:00-7:00 

Mar 23 Youth Group, 5:30-7:00 

Mar 25 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 10:00 

Pizza Club, 5:30-7:00 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness’ 6:00-7:00 

Apr 1 ‘Blessed are the merciful’ 6:00-7:00 

 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7:00 

Apr 5 Men's Breakfast: 'Men and investments,’ led by 

Todd Richards.  7:45 at the Cornerstone 

coffeehouse  

Apr 6 Intergenerational Worship: The Raising of 

Lazarus 10:00 

 Commissioning of Martha Harris as our 

Intern 

 Book club, 11:15, ‘Transatlantic’ by Colum 

McCann 

 Outreach Coordinating Committee, 11:45   

Apr 8 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 10:00 

 Pizza Club, 5:30-7:00 

 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart’ 6:00-7:00 

Apr 9 ‘Connections’ – Women’s Bible Study and 

Fellowship, 7:00 

Apr 12 Wardens and Vestry leaders day, St Andrew’s, 

Lewisburg 

Apr 13 Palm Sunday Procession, 10:00 

 Vestry 11:45 

 Youth Group, 5:30-7:00 

Apr 17 Maundy Thursday.   

 Holy Communion, 10:00 ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers’ 

 Parish meal, 6:00-7:30 

 Holy Communion, 7:30 ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers’ 

Apr 18 Good Friday.   

 Worship, 12:00 ‘Blessed are those who are 

persecuted because of righteousness’ 

 Worship, 7:00 with hymns and music.  

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted  

because of righteousness’  

Apr 20 Easter Day 

             Holy Communion at 9 am  

             Holy Communion at 11 am  

             Easter Egg hunt between services.  

Apr 22 Pizza Club, 5:30-7:00 

 Communications Committee, 6:00 

 Spiritual Life Committee, 7:00 

Apr 23 Worship Schedule Consultation  

Opportunity 1, 7 pm 

Apr 27 Commissioning of the Rev Pete Gdula as 

Parish Deacon 

Apr 28 Worship Schedule 

Consultation  

Opportunity 2, 7 pm 

 

 

Calendar of Events 



 

 

Apr 29 Heads of ministries and committees 

meeting, 7:00 

May 1 Worship Schedule Consultation  

Opportunity 3, 10:50 am 

May 3 Men's Breakfast: 'Men and accountability,’  

7:45 at the Cornerstone coffeehouse 

May 4 Worship Schedule Consultation Opportunity 4, 

8:50 am 

 Intergenerational Worship: The Road to 

Emmaus 10:00 
 Outreach Coordinating Committee, 11:45   

 Youth Group, 5:30-7:00 

May 5-12 Fr. Duncan retreat 

May 13 Worship Schedule Consultation  

Opportunity 5, 5:30pm 

 Pizza Club, 5:30-7:00 

May 18 Vestry 11:45  

May 25 Youth Group, 5:30-7:00 

May 29 Healing Service for the Day of Ascension, 10:00 
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Calendar cont’d 

In case you missed it, 

here is a photo of the 

watercolor painting 

that was presented to 

retiring Bishop 

Nathan Baxter when 

he visited Mount Calvary in February. The 

crosses in the painting mimic the massive steel 

crosses that were erected outside our church 

several years ago. If you are interested in owning 

a print of this to grace a room in your home or 

office, fine art prints are available for $55. A 

pack of 8 notecards is also available for $10. 

Contact artist Gennifer Richie at 774-1949 or via 

email to genniferb@comcast.net. 

A new bishop for Central Pennsylvania.  Here’s what you need to know… 

What a great farewell we gave Bishop Nathan when he and Mary 

Ellen visited Mt. Calvary in February.  Bishop Nathan has been a 

good friend of the parish, and we will miss his inspiring ministry 

and his warm presence. 

February 2014 Consultations with the clergy of the Diocese. 

March 2014 Consultations with lay people (see the meeting 

scheduled for March 6 in this edition’s Calendar.) 

Spring 2014 An ‘Assisting Bishop’ is named to carry out the normal episcopal duties during the interim. 

June 2014 The Assisting Bishop is re-named the ‘Provisional Bishop.’ 

May 1, 2014 A profile of the Diocese and a description of the qualities sought in the new bishop are published. 

May 3, 2014 Retirement celebration for Bishop Nathan at the Cathedral. 

Summer 2014 The position is advertised and applications are received. 

Fall 2014 The Discernment Committee studies the applications. 

December 2014 The list of names is reduced to 3-5 candidates and is presented to the public. 

Winter 2014 The candidates visit the diocese and meet clergy and lay people. 

March 21, 2015 A special meeting of the Diocesan Convention to elect the bishop.  (The 5 members of Mt. Calvary who 

are elected as our Diocesan Convention delegates at our Annual Meeting in February 2015 will vote in 

this election.) 

Sept 12, 2015 The new bishop is consecrated. 

New Bishop’s Timeline 

Bishop’s Retirement 

Gift 
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Address correction requested 

The Rev. Duncan Johnston, Rector 

Melanie Gurgiolo, Christian Education Director 

Lynn Alt, Music Director 

717-737-9834  

www.mtcp.org 
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Office E-mail mtcalvary@mtcp.org 
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Rector’s E-mail rector@mtcp.org 

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday at 8 am & 10 am 

Thursday Healing at 10 am 

“Like us on 

Facebook!” 

scripture and a poetic 

meditation, then 

encourages the reader to 

explore further by doing 

exercise that involve 

creating art.  

Blessed is she – living 

Lent with Mary, by Tim 

Perry—

Lenten 

guidance 

based on 

the life of 

Jesus’ 

mother. 

Gifts from Within – 

Women’s meditations for 

Lent, by the Women of 

Brigid’s Place.—A short, 

encouraging 

devotional 

that connect 

with 

women’s 

experiences. 

40 Days – 

the Daily 

Office for 

Lent.—Daily 

readings 

from 

Scripture and 

the liturgy for Morning 

Prayer and Evening Prayer 

from the Book of Common 

Prayer.  Do Lent like an 

Episcopalian! 

(Continued from page 2) 

More Good Reading 


