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R ecently, Bishop Michael Curry of North Caro-
lina and I had the privilege of joining the people 

of St. Philip’s Church, Los Angeles, in blessing their  
new room for parish archives and history. This collec-
tion of resources, assembled by parish archivist and 
historian Charlene Diggs, spans more than a century 
and reflect deep and meaningful insights into both 
the congregation and wider Los Angeles — highlight-
ing especially the experiences of the city’s African-
American community. (Please see story, page 6.)

Charlene Diggs, together with Canon Roy Salmon 

and the Rev. Glenn Libby and everyone at St. Phil-
ips, is to be commended for preserving and sharing 
these important resources — and I encourage all con-
gregations in our diocese to make similar strides in 
documenting and preserving and recording local his-
tory. One of the best ways to do so is video or audio 
taping of oral histories with senior parishioners will-
ing to offer their reflections. Another best practice is 
creating digital scans of irreplaceable parish records.

Across the diocese, we have another important 
reason for documenting our history with a forward-
looking view to future ministry: this coming Decem-
ber we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
first service of Southern California’s oldest continu-
ing parish, the Congregation of St. Athanasius, lo-
cated at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul. That ser-

vice was led by the 

Rev. Elias Birdsall on Christmas Day 1864, and we 
will mark this milestone at our next meeting of Di-
ocesan Convention, Dec. 5 - 6.

We will meet under the theme “Horizons & Heri-
tage,” and I have asked our diocesan archivist-his-
toriographer, Canon Robert Williams, to guide this 
observance, starting with assembling online pages of 
photos and text — both historical notes and current 
ministry priorities — for each congregation of the 
Diocese of Los Angeles. This wonderful collection 
will be available in time for Convention, where we 
will share and celebrate significant highlights as we 
look forward together into the future.

Ours is a shared history, each congregation branch-
ing off at different times within our family tree and 
from the common roots dating from the planting, 
150 years ago, of the Congregation of St. Athana-
sius. I look forward to sharing this celebration with 
you, and I encourage you to direct any questions or 
comments to Canon Williams at 213.482.2040, ext. 
240, or email rwilliams@ladiocese.org. 

Together, let us give thanks to God for our hori-
zons and heritage! ?
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By J. Jon Bruno

on the cover: “Black Christ,” an icon created by the rev. Canon Warner traynham, 
former rector of st. John’s Church, Los Angeles, now the proCathedral of st. John. 
traynham recently presented it to st. John’s, to be dedicated and hung in the church 
on Feb. 9 at a service celebrating the feast day of Absalom Jones. For more about  
the icon, see page 7.

in this issue:
page 4: Bishop michael Curry preaches at diocese’s martin Luther King celebration
page 6: “this far by faith”: historic black congregations in the Diocese of L.A.
page 10: helping Californians get through the healthcare “maze”
page 12: Laundry Love: health and wellness in the neighborhood
page 15: take Note: What’s happening around the diocese
pages 16: people: News of the diocesan community
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Horizons 
& Heritage

At top: Bishop Jon 
Bruno and st. philip’s 

archivist Charlene 
Diggs examine photos 

at the historic Los 
Angeles parish. Bruno 

dedicated the st. 
philip’s archive during 

a visit to the congre-
gation on January 19.

Ours is a shared history, each congregation 

branching off at different times within our 

family tree and from the common roots 

dating from the planting, 150 years ago, of 

the Congregation of St. Athanasius.
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Worldwide mission and ministry will 
be the topic of a diocesan seminar 

on “Global Engagement in the 21st Cen-
tury” on Saturday, March 1, sponsored 
by the Program Group on Global Partner-
ship. Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool 
and Noah Bullock, director of Foundation 
Cristosal in El Salvador, will lead plenary 
sessions on how the church can best do 
global mission work in the world.

Participants will have opportunities to 
strenghten tools for building global part-
nerships in the parishers, missions, schools 
nad institutions of the diocese, and build 
relationships for future work.

The seminar will be held at St. Edmund’s 
Episcopal Church, 1175 San Gabriel Bou-
levard, San Marino 91108, beginning at 
8:55 a.m. and concluding at 3:15 p.m. 
Lunch will be provided.

Glasspool will open the event with a 
keynote address on the seminar theme 
of global engagement. Bullock will begin 
the afternoon session with a discussion 
of “Public Theology: The Voice of the 
Church for Justice.”

Other presentations will include a 
workshop on establishing parish and lo-
cal global partnership groups, by Ricardo 
Reznichek; a workshop on social busi-
ness development programs that identify 

and build up existing 
opportunities in com-
munities, by Noah 
Bullock; “Justice, De-
velopment, and Episco-
pal Schools in Haiti,” a 
workshop led by Canon 
Serena Beeks, execu-
tive director of the di-
ocesan Commission of 
Schools; “Global AIDS 
interfaith Alliance: Em-
powering Women to 
change the World,” led 
by physician J. Don-
ald Thomas; and an 
update on the work of 
the Order of the Jerusa-
lem Cross, the diocese’s 
ministry to the Middle 
East, by Robert Williams, diocesan canon 
for community relations.

The seminar is sponsored by a grant 
from Deanery 5. A $10 donation for the 
provided lunch is requested, and may 
be paid in advance or at the door. For 
seminar information, contact the Can-
on Woodward at GFWTReS@aol.com or 
626.793.9167. To register, provide all 
contact information to Isabel Roa at  
IsabelRoa@aol.com or 626.793.9167. ?

N e W s

Seminar to explore new 
models for world mission

College graduates who are interested 
in living in community and making 

a difference through service are invited 
to apply to become part of the Episcopal 
Urban Intern Program, a year-long ser-
vice learning project of the Jubilee Con-
sortium, based at St. Stephen’s Church, 
Hollywood. 

Each fall, EUIP gathers a new class 
of young adults from across the United 
States to live in intentional spiritual 
community and to work for change in 
some of Los Angeles County’s most in-
novative and effective social service 
agencies. EUIP is part of the Episcopal 

Service Corps (ESC), a network of young 
adult year of service programs within 
the Episcopal Church that work for so-
cial change and personal transformation 
through serving others. 

EUIP is looking for applicants who are 
21 - 29 years of age, are U.S. citizens or 
legal permanent residents, hold a bach-
elor’s degree, are passionate about serv-
ing communities of need and are eager 
to develop their spiritual lives (open to 
applicants of all religions and faith back-
grounds). 

To learn more or apply to become a 
2014 - 2015 intern, visit bit.ly/MpJwhS. ?

recent pilgrims to the Diocese of Cuernavaca included: Front row, 
from left: Bishop mary Glasspool, Anita del Aguila (of the Diocese 
of Cuernavaca), patsy Winderweedle, shelley Denney, michael 
Fincher (seated), David starr, Bisbee Goldfarb and Barbara 
stewart. Back row, from left: Jerry Anderson, steve De muth,  
Lili Bush, margaret mcCauley, shireen Baker and Damian Geddry. 
the group studied spanish language and mexican history, culture, 
and religious practices built relationships with Anglicans in 
Cuernavaca, according to Glasspool.

Application process open for 2014 - 15 
Episcopal Urban Intern Program

The Program Group on Youth & Young 
Adult Ministries once again invites 

young adults to 
explore the Bible 
with the bishops 
of the Diocese of 
Los Angeles in 
“Versed” as they tackle the book of Job in 
four Tuesday night sessions during the sea-
son of Lent at the Cathedral Center of St. 
Paul. Each session will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
with dinner and conclude at 9:30 p.m. 
Dates, topics and presenters are:
n March 18 – Theodicy: One bishop’s 
struggle, with J. Jon Bruno
n March 25 – The Trials: When life strips 
you down, with Diane Jardine Bruce
n April 1 – The Friends: When doubt is 
sown, with Mary Glasspool
n April 8 – The Conversation: Wrestling 
with the the divine, with Bishops Bruno, 
Bruce and Glasspool and special guests. 

The series is open to young adults, cler-
gy or lay, ages 21 — 39. Cost is $40 for the 
series. For information or to register, con-
tact Chris Tumilty at ctumilty@ladiocese.org 
or 213.482.2040. ?

‘Versed’ returns to
study Book of Job
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At top: Bishop michael 
Curry preaches at  

the Diocese of Los 
Angeles’ annual 

martin Luther King Jr. 
Day observance at the 

Cathedral Center.

Martin Luther 

King holiday 

observance 

features a  

rousing sermon 

from North 

Carolina bishop.  

By pat mcCaughan

ore than 100 people gathered at the Cathedral 
Center of St. Paul in Los Angeles Jan. 18 to, 
in the words of guest preacher North Carolina 

Bishop Michael Curry, “sing the songs of Zion, to 
commemorate the life and witness of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and … to consecrate our fu-
ture and our lives.”

Those songs of Zion included renditions of the 
traditional “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” “We Shall 
Overcome” and “We’ve Come this Far by Faith” of-
fered by the Los Angeles Episcopal Chorale Society, 
under the direction of Canon Chas Cheatham, and 
“In Christ there is no East or West,” performed by 
organist Dan Resch of St. James’, Newport Beach. 

Tenor saxophonist Keeland Bowers, 16, a Los An-
geles County High School for the Arts student and 
the third prize winner in the Episcopal Chorale’s 
annual scholarship competition in 2013, performed 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand.”

Bishop Suffragan Diane Bruce celebrated the Eu-
charist and Curry’s sermon — frequently interrupted 
by applause, laughter and “Amens” — focused on 
the Sermon on the Mount from Luke’s gospel, and 
urged those present to strive to become “the human 
family of God.”

“In December 1956 Martin Luther King had an 
institute for social justice in Montgomery at the end 
of the Montgomery bus boycott,” Curry told the 
gathering. “In that address, he talked about the sig-
nificance of the boycott. 

“He said, ‘We have before us a glorious opportu-
nity to inject a new dimension of love into the veins 

of our civilization. There is still a voice crying out 
in terms that echo across generations, saying, ‘Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, pray for 
them that despitefully use you, that you may be chil-
dren of your father which is in heaven,’” Curry told 
the gathering. 

Paraphrasing King’s remarks, Curry said that con-
sequently, because of Jesus, the true goal of the civil 
rights struggle is “not simply the equal right to ride 
anyplace on a bus … The true goal for which we 
strive is reconciliation, redemption; the true end is 
the creation of the beloved community.”

And, consecrating the future means, according to 
Curry, to strive to become the human family of God 
which, he said was the reason “God came among us 
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, to show us the 
way to be more than we would be on our own.”

Jesus came among us, added Curry, to help us live 
into God’s dream, “to show us the way to live the 
ways of justice and compassion and love and forgive-
ness instead of the ways of hatred and vindictiveness 
and vengefulness.”

These lessons are “our hope and our salvation” in 
becoming more than just the human race, but to be-
come the human family of God.

“They don’t give Ph.Ds in being a member of the 
human race,” Curry said. “There is no cum laude, 
magna cum laude, summa cum laude or thank you 
Lordy for being a member of the human race.

“Being a human being is not an accomplishment,” 
added Curry. “Jesus came to show us how to be more 
than a member of the human race, how to be more 
than a collection of individual self-interests, how to 
be more than Republicans and Democrats. He came 
to show us how to become God’s human family, and 
that, my friends, is the hope and salvation of us all.”

He cited Jesus’ call to welcome strangers, to visit 
those in prison, to give clothing to those in need 
(Matthew 25:35-40) “just as you did it to the least 
of one of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me” and evoked laughter when he said, 
“Why should I love my enemy? Because they’re 
your family.”

He said liking is an emotion, a reaction and re-
sponse, while loving is a decision and a commitment. 

Just loving those who love you is human race be-
havior, he said. “But when you love those who don’t 
love you, that’s doing the human family of God 
thing, and that’s hard.”

Similarly when you lend to those who can give 
back, or when you stand up for someone with the 
same self-interests, it’s human race behavior. “But 
when you lend to somebody who doesn’t have the 
capacity to give back, or … stand up for somebody 
and you don’t have a dog in the fight yourself, that’s 
the human family of God. 

B L A C K  h i s t o r y  m o N t h

Becoming God’s human  
family is ‘dynamite,’ 

says Bishop Curry

(continued next page)

m
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Added Curry: “The ethic of Jesus is a 
family ethic. Jesus taught us to love our en-
emies, because our enemy is our sister, our 
enemy is our brother. Love your enemy; 
bless those who hurt you. Transform this 
world from death and discord, from this 
nightmare into God’s symphony of love 
and God’s dream. 

“This stuff is dynamite. This stuff has 
the power to transform the world. It’s done 
it before and it will do it again.”

People protested after North Carolina 
state legislative assembly district lines were 
redrawn and repressive measures enacted, 
Curry said, including more stringent voter 
identification requirements and reductions 
in public school funding and mental health 
benefits, as well as rejection of supplemen-
tal funding for Medicare-Medicaid and un-
employment insurance.

A number of protestors were arrested 
“and I’m proud to say many of them were 
Episcopalians,” he said. “But, the truth is 
that not all Episcopalians were happy and 
they weren’t all happy that the bishops 
were endorsing and supported” the dem-
onstrations.

In response he evoked the “Jesus stan-
dard.”

“We said that all legislation must be 
tested by this; does it meet the Jesus stan-
dard? To do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you? Does it meet the Jesus 
standard to love your neighbor as yourself? 
Does it meet the Jesus standard, as you did 
it to the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it unto me?

“The truth is it takes all of us to figure 
out a solution,” he said. “There’s no lib-
eral solution, no conservative solution. 
Let’s work together to find solutions to our 
problems.

“When you kick folk off Medicare, 
when you kick folk off the unemployment 
rolls, when you do not provide services 
for the mentally ill; when you take away 
folks’ votes and when you did it to the 
least of these my brothers and sisters and 
members of my family, says Jesus, you did 
it unto me.”

And that, he said, is part of the gift and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: “He 
reminded us that, as children of God we 
are descended from the same God, and he 
loves us all and, if that’s the case, we really 
are family. We may be dysfunctional but 

we really are family.”
And, if we really are 

family, “then we must 
work to build a world 
where we can live to-
gether as brothers and 
sisters,” he said. “Then 
the truth is when we can 
work to build a world 
that looks something 
like God’s dream and 
not our nightmare.”

Noting that DNA tests 
have pointed to a common maternal ances-
tor of all anatomically modern human be-
ings dated from 130,000 years ago in Af-
rica, he said, “We got the same mama.”

During the presidential election in 2007-
2008, the New England Genealogical So-
ciety did a series of genealogical studies on 
candidates and discovered that “Barack 
Obama, Brad Pitt and George Bush are ac-
tually cousins.

“It went on further and discovered that 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and John McCain 
are actually cousins. They went further 
and discovered … that the late Sen. Strom 
Thurman and the Rev. Al Sharpton are 
cousins.”

Ultimately, he said, Jesus came to show 
us how to move beyond merely an indi-
vidual collection of self-interests, how to 
become the human family of God by lov-
ing, caring for and honoring one another, 
doing justice, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with God, and “to create a world 
where no child goes hungry, how to create 
a world where truth is declared in our pub-
lic squares, how to create a world where 
justice truly rolls down and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream.

“So, don’t get discouraged,” he said. 
“We are not just here to commemorate 
Martin. We are here to consecrate our 
selves and our future. 

“So, go into this world and don’t be 
ashamed of your personal problems,” he 
said. “Go into this world and don’t be 
ashamed to be characterized by compas-
sion. And don’t be ashamed to love like Je-
sus, to live like Jesus, to forgive like Jesus. 
Go forth into this world and let the world 
know there is an Episcopal Church — and 
doggone it, she’s waiting.” ?

Curry’s sermon may be viewed at www.
youtube.com/user/justactiondiocese/videos.

Dr. KiNG DAy (continued from page 4)

At top: Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce, assisted by 
Deacon margaret mcCauley, celebrates 
eucharist at the martin Luther King Day service. 
Above: tenor saxophonist Keeland Bowers 
performs “precious Lord, take my hand” with 
Canon Chas Cheatham at the piano.



6   The ePISCOPAL NeWS  Late Winter 2014

B L A C K  h i s t o r y  m o N t h

Historically Black 

congregations 

preserve legacy, 

navigate change.

By pat mcCaughan

‘This far by faith’
hen the city of Pasadena’s Black History Month 

Parade route concludes at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church on Feb. 15, Michael Mims will be waiting.
“I’ll be there to answer questions, to invite people 

to come and take a look, to give them information,” 
said Mims, 75, a retired Pasadena City College pho-
tography professor, who calculates that he has at-
tended the historically black congregation since he 
was about three years old.

As part of the city’s yearly black history month 
celebration, he will display his eight-panel pho-
tographic retrospective in front of the North Fair 
Oaks Avenue church, beginning with “the early 
days” in 1923 when his aunt, Rosebud Mims, and 
seven other women founded the church. 

St. Barnabas, along with St. Philip’s Church in Los 
Angeles, are considered the two diocesan historical-
ly black congregations, churches started by African 
Americans.

At least six others – Christ the Good Shepherd, 
Church of the Advent and St. John’s in Los Angeles, 
along with St. Timothy’s, Compton; Holy Commu-
nion, Gardena; and Holy Faith, Inglewood — were 
founded by whites but because of changing demo-
graphics have been predominantly African American 
for at least some portion of their history.

Now, many of those churches are themselves navi-
gating new immigration waves and demographic 
shifts as they build toward the future.

There are 90-some historically black churches still 
in existence in the United States today, congrega-
tions created by Blacks who were not welcome in 
mainline Episcopal churches during racial segrega-
tion. The oldest is the African Episcopal Church of 
St. Thomas, established in 1797 in Philadelphia. It 
grew out of the Free African Society, an independent 
mutual aid organization created by Absalom Jones 

and Richard Allen 
to provide assis-
tance for the eco-
nomic, educational, 
social and spiritual 
needs of the African 
American commu-
nity.

Jones eventually became the country’s first black 
priest and is commemorated in the Episcopal 
Church’s calendar of saints on Feb. 13. But then- 
Pennsylvania Bishop William White would agree to 
ordain Jones and receive St. Thomas into the diocese 
only if the church did not send any clergy or depu-
ties to diocesan convention, thus depriving Blacks of 
voice or vote in church governance, which “charac-
terized the duality of race relations within the church 
for much of its history,” according to historical doc-
uments of the church.

black churches: sacred places, civic engagement
Black churches have historically been spiritual 

homes, sacred places and “the apex of civic engage-
ment for African Americans,” said Dr. Lorn Foster, 
an Episcopalian and Pomona College (Claremont) 
professor who is assisting in the creation of St. Phil-
ip’s archives. (continued next page)

Historically Black congregations
in honor of Black history month and the ministry  

of African-American episcopalians in the Diocese of  
Los Angeles, the episcopal News will publish several  

stories on its website during February about six  
congregations that have been predominantly  

African-American for some part of their history. 

Visit www.episcopalnews.com

At top: in 1912, the 
Women’s Guild, left, 

and a fraternity pose 
with Walter t. Cleghorn, 
first vicar of the newly 

founded st. philip’s 
Church, Los Angeles.  

At right: John and Vada 
somerville of st. 

philip’s Church, Los 
Angeles, both gradu-
ates of UsC’s dental 

school, also were 
founders of the Los 

Angeles branch of the 
NAACp in 1914. 

w
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historiC BLACK ChUrChes (continued from page 6)

Reading Douglas Lam-
ming’s book Bound for 
Freedom: Black Los Ange-
les in Jim Crow (UC Press, 
2006) inspired him to con-
nect with St. Philip’s and the 
city’s other historically black 
churches because while “it 
was well-done, something 
was missing” from the book, 
Foster told The Episcopal 
News. “He only spent three 
or four pages dealing with 
the role of African American 
churches.”

Foster decided the rest of the story need-
ed to be told.

For example, founding members of the 
Los Angeles branch of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, the NAACP in 1914 included 
St. Philip’s parishioners, John and Vada 
Somerville, both USC dental school gradu-
ates, and the Rev. Walter T. Cleghorn, vic-
ar, as well as Joseph Horsfall Johnson, first 
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles, Foster said.

John Somerville was a friend and col-
league of W.E.B. Dubois, a leading civil 
rights activist, author, educator and orga-
nizer of the Niagara Movement, a precur-
sor to the 1909 founding of the NAACP 
throughout the country, he added.

Unraveling the church’s past also offers 
interesting insights about the city’s history, 
Foster said. The Somervilles, for example, 
in 1928 built the Hotel Somerville, using 
all-black contractors, laborers and crafts-
men and financing. The Spanish-style ar-
chitectural landmark at 41st St. and South 
Central Avenue for many years was the 
only major hotel in Los Angeles to accept 
black guests. Many blacks were also em-
ployed at the hotel, according to records. 
It later became known as the Dunbar Ho-
tel, and was the site of the first NAACP 
convention on the west coast and a vaca-
tion spot for visiting black dignitaries.

Foster said he is also working with seven 
other historically black congregations in 
the Los Angeles area, including the First 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(founded in 1872); Second Baptist (1885) 
and Westminster Presbyterian (1904) to 
preserve their documents and record of so-
cial engagement.

“These were not just sacred places,” 
said Foster, the college’s Charles and Hen-
rietta Johnson Detoy Professor of Ameri-
can Government. “These were secular 
places where we also did politics.”

‘a continuity of faith 
that has stood the test of time’

Charlene Diggs and others sifted 
through more than a century of precious 
memories prior to the Jan. 19 blessing of 
the St. Philip’s archives by North Carolina 
Bishop Michael Curry and Los Angeles 
Bishop J. Jon Bruno.

Curry told the congregation that he 
“shared their patron saint,” as he grew up 
at St. Philip’s Church in Buffalo, also an 
historically black congregation, in the Dio-
cese of Western New York.

“Our historically black congregations 
have their origins either in post-slavery af-
ter the Civil War or during Jim Crow seg-
regation and they represent a continuity 
of faith that has 

On the cover of this 
issue of The Episco-
pal News is an icon, 
“Black Christ,” by 
the Rev. Canon War-
ner Traynham, who 
served as rector of St. 
John’s Church (now the ProCathedral) 
from 1983 to 2001. In 1973, Traynham 
wrote a book titled The Christian Faith 
in Black and White: A Primer in Theol-
ogy From the Black Perspective, in which 
he addressed the question of why it is not 
only appropriate but important to some-
times portray Jesus as Black in artwork. 
An excerpt is reprinted below.

Until recently, you would be hard put 
to find Christ represented as black 

in black churches in America because  
we were not able to say, “The best thing 
I can do for my friend is to make him 
one with myself.” The American Indian, 
also an oppressed minority, still consid-
ers it their highest honor to take a man 
(or woman) into their tribe. But Christ 
has not been taken into ours. Yet Christ 
is black. He affirms our identity as we 
are. If the gospel means anything to 
black people, it must mean at least that. 
The self hatred in the black community 
is the heritage of slavery and the white 
cultural, social, and economic domina-
tion that followed.

But a new day is dawning. A rediscov-
ery of history, of worth, of a style and a 
meaning peculiar to the black commu-
nity  is changing all that.

It is a sound instinct that leads men to 
represent Christ as one of themselves, as 
a friend. The love we have for others can 
only be a sick love if we have none for 
ourselves. (After all, we are commanded 
to love our neighbors as ourselves.)

But Christ never comes simply as a 
friend. He did not 2000 years ago and 
he does not now. He divides people. 
He comes to move and change people. 
Yes, he affirms who they are — first. But 
he comes also (continued on page 9)

(continued on page 8)

members of st. Barnabas’ Church, pasadena, 
help feed the hungry at Union station shelter in 
pasadena — a regular feature of the small 
congregation’s ministry to its community.

Jesus Christ: 
Mover, changer 
... and black? 
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stood the test of time even in inhumane 
circumstances,” Curry told The News. 

He said that changing demographics 
“represent a real opportunity for the Epis-
copal Church to be a gospel witness. The 
question for historically black congrega-
tions is now, how will we claim the high 
calling?”

Diggs called the archives “a work in 
progress,” begun in earnest after St. Phil-
ip’s celebrated its centennial in 2007. 

They were aided by Foster’s students, 
who created a video record of the rem-
nants of lives that, collectively, made St. 
Philip’s — more than 100 years of parochi-
al reports, baptismal, wedding and death 
records, choir robes “with the coverings 
they wore on their heads,” letters from the 
first priest, the Rev. Walter T. Cleghorn, 
photographs, bulletins and programs, and 
even a baptismal font dating to the found-
ing of the church.

“We took that to an antique shop to see 
when it was made and it was way back 
when the church was started,” Diggs said. 
“It looks like it’s all crusted inside but the 
person at the antique shop said that’s what 
makes it valuable. You can think of all the 
people who’ve used it and you wouldn’t 
want to try to get that out.”

A letter survived, penned by Cleghorn, 
where he “talks about the problem of get-
ting parishioners to agree to build a par-
ish house,” Diggs said. “He was talking 
about how the parish house is needed but 
he couldn’t get them to agree to it and he 
wrote to this person and sort of vented.”

Unlocking and preserving the past helps 
fuel the present, Diggs added.

“It’s been very interesting,” she said. 
“It’s very important because some of this 
is still going on today and it’s important 
to know why we’ve built what we have. 
The memories make up the whole church 
experience. There are people who’ve gone 
on that we miss and some of them had 
dreams that one day we would do this, or 
that, and we keep them in mind while we 
try to accomplish that.”

It also offers a gift for future genera-
tions.

“It gives the young people some idea 
of what made St. Philip’s what it is,” she 
added. “There’s a heart. There is a core. 
And of course, everything that happened 
in the past, everything doesn’t still fit but 

those things that 
do and those things 
that matter do (fit), 
and it’s important 
for young people to 
know that.”

As the oldest his-
torically black Epis-
copal congregation 
in the city “it’s im-
portant that we’re 
still standing,” she 
said. “We’ve had to make some changes, 
some adjustments as we’ve gone along 
through the years, but we’re still standing 
because of our history. And that history is 
important to us because we want to pre-
serve that, but we also want to move on 
and do what we need to do to be relevant 
today, and that’s not an easy job, either.”

st. barnabas: ‘embracing the community 
beyond the walls of the church’

Michael Mims said he reached into his 
family’s archives to create his photograph-
ic display of St. Barnabas’ history.

“I have pictures of my great-aunt, who 
was responsible for taking me to St. Barn-
abas in 1941 — Laura Kennedy” who 
had moved to Pasadena in the 1930s from 
Greenville, South Carolina to help his 
mother raise six children, he said.

The photographs tell the story — of 
the first meetings, in the home of Geor-
gia Weaterton on Del Mar Street where as 
many as 29 worshippers attended on Sun-
day mornings, sometimes with lay readers 
from All Saints Church, Pasadena, and a 
St. Philip’s organist.

Also included are snapshots of the first 
vicars after 1932, when St. Barnabas was 
accepted as a mission congregation of the 
diocese: the Rev. Alfred Wilkins (1933-
1943); the Rev. Alfred Norman (1943-
1946, 1951-1970); the Rev. Jesse Moses 
(1946-1951); the Rev. Ivor Ottley (1977-
1990) who challenged the congregation to 
“find its true vocation as black Episcopa-
lians” and commit to an ethic of steward-
ship, authenticity, education, leadership, 
ecumenical fellowship, social justice and 
outreach, “embracing the community be-
yond the walls of the church.”

It is that ethic that continues to define 
the church, according to the Rev. John 
Goldingay, a Fuller Theological Seminary 

professor of Old Testament, who now 
serves as priest-in-charge. 

“We’re only a tiny congregation” but 
nonetheless he and about a dozen church 
members recently took part in cooking for, 
serving and eating with members of the 
homeless community at the Union Station 
Shelter, he said.

“It is kind of a transitional place for 
people who are on their way toward be-
ing able to get back to work,” according 
to Goldingay, a Church of England priest. 
“Our congregation does dinner there one 
Friday per month. It’s a neat thing.”

With an average Sunday attendance of 
about 50 between two services, the con-
gregation is facing the familiar changes of 
most churches in mainline denominations: 
dwindling membership, aging population, 
changing demographics, and is weighing 
“how we can reverse that trend,” Goldin-
gay said.

Over the years the congregation’s tra-
ditional African American population 
increasingly has embraced Blacks from 
across the dias-

historiC BLACK ChUrChes (continued from page 7)

At top: A display of artifacts represents the 
archives of st. philip’s Church, Los Angeles. 
Above: Bishop michael Curry of North Carolina 
and Bishop Jon Bruno of Los Angeles prepare to 
dedicate the archives on Feb. 19.
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ChUrChes (continued from page 8)

to make them what they should be. He 
comes as judge. As one teacher has noted, 
Jesus was not crucified for saying, “Con-
sider the lilies of the field,” but for show-
ing up  the respectable people and threat-
ening the people in power. He came as a 
friend, but at the same time as judge. You 
either changed and kept him as a friend, 
or you refused and made him become, for 
you, an enemy.

So while it is natural  to represent Christ  
as one of our own, whoever we may be, 
it is dangerous too, for we may be lulled 
into believing that since he is a friend, it 
ends there, when in reality, that is where it 
begins. Christ comes as judge, as someone 
different, foreign to us, inviting, demand-
ing change. He comforts, but he  also 
chastises. Often we do not recognize him 
or understand the company he keeps. The 
risen Christ goes where Jesus went — to 
the outsiders, to those whom society has 
rejected. In Judea he went to those who 
did not live up to the high standards of the 
time consuming  religion — to prostitutes, 
cheats, and the simple people of the land. 
In Nazi Germany he went about with a 
star of David sewn on his coat as a Jew — 
because then they were outsiders, the sym-
bol and the victims of oppression. In India 
he is an untouchable and in America, he 

is black. Wherever the sickness of society 
surfaces, there he is, demanding  that we 
deal with it — a friend, loving us, but a 
judge because he loves us all. He forces 
us to deal with what we’d rather avoid. 
He is suddenly  hard and foreign where he 
has  been gentle and friendly, forcing us to 
act because he himself becomes the out-
cast, the untouchable, the Jew, the black. 
He makes us scorn, ignore, shove aside, 
kill or accept him, in the form of the one 
whom society has locked out of its goods 
and its life. 

Christ is black because historically 
blackness is America’s sickness, its outsid-
er, the reality it would rather ignore or de-
stroy. Christ is black because white Amer-
ica excludes blackness, and black America 
has been taught to be ashamed of it.

That is why in every church in America 
Christ should in some prominent place 
be shown as black, so that men will re-
member that he is not simply our friend 
— ours is not a religion of the status quo 
— but that this is also the strange God, 
the judging, redeeming God, who re-
quires of us that we conform to his will 
and the breath of his love. Then it would 
be visually clear that a person who does 
not love his strange brother cannot love 
Christ either.  ?

BLACK JesUs (continued from page 7)

pora, including the Caribbean and Central 
America, as well as whites like himself, he 
said.

“I was a priest in England for 30 years 
when I came to California in 1997 to teach 
at Fuller,” he recalled. He moved to Pasa-
dena and with his wife visited St. Barnabas 
“not knowing we’d find ourselves the only 
white people there,” he said. “But, we got 
this fantastic welcome. They seem to ac-
cept me as a human being, and a priest, 
and a Christian.”

Mark Bradshaw, 32, a seminarian serv-
ing at St. Barnabas, agreed. “I am not 
black,” he said during a telephone inter-
view with The News, but added that he 
and his wife Katie were so warmly wel-
comed when they visited that “we became 
Episcopalians and were confirmed at St. 
Barnabas and it has become everything my 
wife and I had been hoping and praying 
for in a congregation.”

He and the congregation have embarked 
on several projects, he said. “I’m in the 
process of meeting people, updating the 
website, spending time during the week 
at the Jackie Robinson Park across the 
street,” he said. 

“And I’ve been meeting with people in 
the congregation and we’re thinking about 
starting a new service or altering one of our 
services that would be very true to who 
we are and very liturgical, but that might 
also be a service that would better meet the 
needs of younger persons,” he said.

He hopes other newcomers can experi-
ence the same sense of belonging he has 
found. “I have never been a part of people 
so welcoming,” he said of St. Barnabas.

“It’s interesting. This congregation that 
started because they weren’t welcome 
has become so welcoming. I’ve never wit-
nessed before the kind of warmth with 
which they welcome new people into their 
midst. It’s a wonderful gift.”

Mims agreed, adding that the past shapes 
the future and the church’s ongoing story. 
“I think about all the years, the service, 
the people who have gone before us, the 
forefathers and foremothers who’ve gone 
forth and who established this church. I 
can reflect on them and know who they 
were. Each time you teach one, you teach 
some; you touch one, you touch some, and 
so we have been touched by a lot of differ-
ent people through the church.”  ?
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o U t r e A C h

hen Amanda Whiddon 
graduated from the Loyola 

Law School in May she ex-
tended her student health in-
surance through October, expecting to have a job 
and medical coverage by November.

She didn’t. 
Her insurance coverage ended in October and, 

with a pre-existing medical condition and an uncer-
tain employment future, “every time I got in the car,  
I was like, good God don’t let me crash,” the 25-year-
old recalled during a recent telephone interview.

“I was scrambling to get to the doctor and get pre-
scriptions filled before my insurance ran out.”

She went without any insurance coverage for two 
months. “I was afraid to be around anyone, because 
I didn’t want to catch anything that might mean a 
doctor’s visit.”

Eventually, she was hired part-time as a law clerk 
at a Los Angeles labor law firm, and was able to ex-
plore health care options with the Ven. Joanne Leslie, 
archdeacon and a long-time public health care profes-
sional who helped secure an $87,000 diocesan grant 
for education and outreach about Covered California.

“I talked to her because I didn’t know if I was go-
ing to end up getting employer coverage or not,” 
said Whiddon, who also serves part-time as the 
young adult ministry coordinator at St. John’s Pro-
Cathedral in Los Angeles. “I had talked to her a 
little bit about Covered California.”

Covered California is a health care marketplace 
that offers state residents assistance in determining 
affordable health care options. It is the state’s imple-
mentation of the American Health Benefit Exchange 
provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. The law is important to Californians be-
cause it provides financial assistance or subsidies to 
help individuals and small businesses pay for health 
insurance.

The marketplaces, including Covered Califor-
nia, offer one-stop shops for consumers to compare 
health insurance plans and purchase the plan that 
works best for them, their family and their budget. 
They can also determine if they are eligible for Medi-
Cal, which was expanded in the state; about 1.4 mil-
lion people are expected to be newly eligible.

By 2014, about 2.6 million Californians will be 
able to access financial assistance through Covered 
California to pay for their health insurance, accord-

ing to the website.
Leslie said the diocesan grant was obtained 

through Community Health Councils (CHC), a 
nonprofit, community-based health education and 
policy organization. 

“All of these outreach and education contracts 
were supposed to start in July 2013 and run through 
the end of 2014 so that they would inform people 
during this initial enrollment period and over the 
summer and continue to inform people in the fall 
when enrollment opens up again,” Leslie said in a 
telephone interview with The Episcopal News.

 “The target population was the working poor,” 
said Leslie, a CHC board member. She said the dio-
cese is serving as a subcontractor through CHC to 
provide education and outreach.

Shelley Weitzel is the diocesan outreach and edu-
cation coordinator for Covered California.

“I go out and do forums at congregations that re-
quest them and at day schools, food pantries, and I 
refer people to an enrolling entity that will actually 
enroll them,” she said. The first gathering was held 
in late August at St. John’s ProCathedral; since then 
she has traveled the diocese discussing health care 
options and helping to make Covered California’s 
one-stop shopping user-friendly.

“When everything launched Oct. 1 there was a lot 
of confusion,” Weitzel said. “A lot of people thought 
the Covered California website was the federal site 
and they were skeptical. Some people thought it was 
an insurance company and not a portal to shop for 
different insurance plans and to compare prices.

“My role was to provide overall clarification, not 
to get into the nitty-gritty of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA). I tell people it’s not a perfect program but at 
least it’s a start for folks to be able to acquire some 
affordable health care.”

Said Weitzel: “I provide people with a general 
overview of what Covered 

Helping Californians  
get through the  

healthcare ‘maze’w
Education 

coordinator 

Shelley Weitzel 

travels the 

diocese to 

make Covered 

California 

‘user-friendly’

By pat mcCaughan

At top: shelley Weitzel, 
right, diocesan health 

care outreach and 
education coordinator, 

helps a client fill out 
paperwork during a 

December forum at st. 
paul’s Church, Barstow. 

(continued next page)

Online healthcare resources
Covered California: www.coveredca.com

Community Health Councils: www.chc-inc.org
Affordable Care Act: www.hhs.gov/healthcare/rights
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California is; how to navigate the website; 
how they can qualify for a subsidy. I would 
bring my iPad with me to events and they 
could plug into any plan to see if they 
qualified and many learned they would get 
a government subsidy and that was great 
news for them.”

During more than 35 outreach events 
Weitzel received a range of questions, from 
parents asking how to obtain coverage for 
their children aging out of parental poli-
cies to Medi-Cal questions.

“I’ve talked with people in their 50s 
who’ve never been able to afford health 
care insurance,” Weitzel said. “They are 
incredibly grateful. I talked with a woman 
in Barstow who had a 22-year-old son and 
she had never had health care for either of 
them. We did her numbers and was going 
to get coverage for $39 a month for both 
her and her son.”

There were also “wonderful stories 
about people realizing something is avail-
able for them now that they can afford,” 
she said. “It makes me feel good instead of 
them winding up in the emergency room 
trying to deal with something after it’s too 
late. I’m happy that now folks can go get 
those annual check-ups.”

Weitzel also made some referrals to 
Gerti Garner, a 27-year Pasadena employ-
ee benefit consultant, who helped enroll 
them. As of November, about 777,000 
individuals were in the processing of en-
rolling in varying health programs through 
Covered California, she said.

“We work primarily with employers but 
we also help individuals,” Garner said. 
“Since the whole health care reform, we 
have reached out in that area because we 
knew a lot of people would need help.

“A lot of people we’ve helped don’t have 
computer access, especially people who 
have not had insurance — this is a whole 
new world for them,” she said. “They 
need somebody to help them understand 
the difference between a PPO and a HMO 
or exactly what you’re looking at when 
you’re talking about a deductible and out-
of-pocket maximum, that kind of thing.”

Her advice for consumers: ask ques-

tions; make sure you understand differenc-
es between plans based on individual and 
family needs: HMOs (health maintenance 
organizations) versus PPOs (preferred pro-
vider organizations); basic plans versus 
catastrophic coverage.

“Whatever plan you have, even if they 
have a high deductible, your preventive 
care, for women’s pap smears and mam-
mogram, there’s no charge to the patient,” 
she said.

Garner shepherded Ravi Verma, 62, a 
fellow All Saints, Pasadena parishioner, 
through a website process.

“My insurance kept going higher and 
higher, I thought Covered California was a 
chance to lower my rates, I contacted Shel-
ley, to see if I was eligible, actually,” said 
Verma, a spiritual director who said the 
website wasn’t always user-friendly. 

Then he contacted Garner. “I couldn’t 
get on the website and I’m an educated 
guy. I know how to do all that stuff but it 
was such a maze.”

Garner “helped me fill out the forms, 
and sign up. I’m signed up, getting a sub-
sidy and it all worked out very well. It was 
incredibly helpful. Being an independent 
contractor doing the kind of work I do, 
everything helps.”

Because of pre-existing medical condi-
tions “it is very challenging to get insur-
ance,” he said, adding: “I could not go 
without insurance. I am very grateful that 
the diocese is providing help. It is so im-
portant this is being offered. I wish there 
were more people doing this. I’m grateful 
and thankful.”

So is 25-year-old Whiddon, who ulti-

mately enrolled in a Blue Shield platinum 
plan that fits her needs because of lower 
co-pays and out-of-pocket costs.

Leslie, who holds a doctorate in pub-
lic health, said offering education and 
outreach as a diocesan service is part of 
honoring the baptismal covenant’s call to 
respect the dignity of every human being.

“In a sense, it is part of our call to sup-
port people and, too, in a lot of health is-
sues and I certainly find this in Covered 
California, people are a little bit confused 
and sometimes understandably a little bit 
mistrustful. I think people tend to put 
more credibility in information they re-
ceive through their church.

“The church can play a very valuable 
role for members of its congregations in 
providing information to them that will 
help them protect their own health and 
that of their families, whether it’s how 
to plan for end of life care or how to get 
health insurance or how to prevent vari-
ous chronic diseases,” said Leslie.

“One of the first conversations I had 
with a woman at a forum at St. John’s in 
August … she was looking for coverage 
for her husband who was older and what-
ever her situation was, she wasn’t able to 
cover her husband. She had individual but 
not family insurance. 

“We looked it over and it looked like it 
was going to work for her husband. After-
wards, she said why are they saying in the 
news that it’s so bad, this looks really help-
ful to me. I tried not to get too political … 
I just said that I’m glad you’ve come here, 
where you could get reliable information.”

Open enrollment closes on March 31 
and will re-open again in October. The 
diocesan grant will continue through the 
end of December 2014. For more informa-
tion, contact Shelley Weitzel at sweitzel@
ladiocese.org. ?

“I tell people ACA is not a perfect program but at least it’s a start for 

folks to be able to acquire some affordable health care.”       
                — Shelley Weitzel, diocesan healthcare outreach and education coordinator
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he line begins to form about 
5 p.m. outside the Beach Coin 
Laundry in Huntington Beach 

on the second Wednesday of 
each month.

And it keeps growing — 
with the homeless, the work-
ing poor, those living on fixed 
incomes, those down on their 
luck, single moms and their 
children — guests who welcome Laundry Love 
Huntington Beach as much for the community as 
the clean clothes.

Giovana, a single mother, accompanied by two of 
her four children, says this is the first time she has 
participated in Laundry Love; she drove around the 
block several times before working up the nerve to 
park and approach the line. 

About 7 p.m., before the laundry actually begins, 
she and other guests are invited inside — first come, 
first served — where they receive several bags of gro-
ceries and her children, Kayla, 6, and José, 3, receive 
crayons and coloring books.

“A friend of mine told me about this last month, 
but I just couldn’t believe it was for real,” Giova-
na says. “Even tonight, I didn’t bring all my dirty 
clothes; I started not to stop, started not to come in 
at all, but then I just decided to take a chance.”

Offering a chance for clean clothing is just one as-
pect of Laundry Love’s mission; the rest is commu-
nity, health and wellness, according to Steve Bruce, 
who is married to Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine 
Bruce.

He, along with Christian and Shannon Kassoff, 
and another couple, Matt and Connie Martin, orga-
nized the ministry two years ago. It began as an out-
reach of “thom’s,” an emerging ministry that grew 
from St. Wilfrid of York, Huntington Beach and St. 
John’s, Rancho Santa Margarita and is dedicated to 
service.

“When we first started forming thoms, we said 
for sure we wanted to have some sort of commu-
nity presence, community outreach … and this just 
seemed the right fit,” Bruce said. He serves as a kind 
of “hospitality ambassador,” inviting all sorts of 
groups — church and otherwise — to support the 
ministry through volunteering and donation.

“I tell them that this is what Jesus was inviting us 
to do, to get out of our churches and into the com-

munity and to get to know the community and help 
your neighborhood,” he said. “For me it’s a personal 
transformation to sit down and listen to the stories 
of the homeless and the working poor, those who are 
disabled. For me, the Holy Spirit always shows up 
and it just feels like a great thing for me to do.”

healthier eating, healthier living
This particular evening, Jan. 8, begins and ends 

with food — groceries purchased by Laundry Love 
from the Second Harvest Food Bank are distributed 
to guests before the laundry starts — and a hot meal 
is offered once the washers and dryers are spinning.

Groceries are sorted by category — canned goods, 
boxed pastas, pancake flour and syrup and other 
items for guests with access to stoves and refrigera-
tors, who can prepare their own meals, and ready-to-
eat food for those living in vehicles or on the streets.

Volunteers from local churches and faith institu-
tions bag and distribute the groceries at Shannon 
Kassoff’s invitation. “I’ll bring people in one at a 
time,” she tells volunteers.

“Sometimes they have large families and I’ll tell 
you how many bags to give them. If they are a family 
of seven, they’re welcome to have seven bags. 

“Okay, I’m going to start bringing people in.”
Next up is the laundry orientation for volunteers, 

like Tracy Heffelman, also a first-timer. She was at-
tending a Surf City Rotary meeting earlier that day 
where the Kassoffs made a presentation about a sep-
arate heartfelt endeavor — completion of a seven-
classroom, 320-student school they helped build in 
the Diocese of Mt. Kilimanjaro, in Tanzania.

“They were talking about an upcoming trip to 
Tanzania and then at the end, they mentioned Laun-
dry Love,” Heffelman said. “I said, ‘this is awesome.’ 
I live nearby, I want to help out, so here I am.”

Others, like Salim Majeed and several members 
of the Islamic Society of 

Laundry Love:  
Health and wellness 
in the neighborhood

Volunteers in 

Huntington 

Beach, Venice 

Beach say it’s 

not just about 

clean clothes: 

it’s about 

building 

community

By pat mcCaughan
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At top: A volunteer 
helps a client load her 

washing machine at 
the Venice Beach 

Laundry Love on the 
last monday in January. 

(continued next page)
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Orange County in Garden Grove, are here 
to observe the operation and replicate it in 
their own neighborhood. 

“This is a good cause and we want to 
give back to the community,” Majeed said. 
“We feel obligated to be part of what’s go-
ing on.”

‘clean clothes and conversation’
One of Damian Kassoff’s responsibilities 

tonight is to be “the quarter person.”
“I make the change on the change ma-

chine,” explains Kassoff, 13. “I make the 
change, put it in the bag. When my moth-
er assigns positions I give quarters to the 
people who wait for someone to do their 
load, depending on how many quarters 
there are.

“My job is doing this and talking to 
people and putting music on.” It is David 
Bowie’s birthday, he adds, and also Elvis 
Presley’s. In tribute, throughout the eve-
ning the sounds of Bowie’s “Let’s Dance” 
and Presley’s ‘All Shook Up’ and ‘Burning 
Love’ fill in the gaps around the conversa-
tions.

Everyone is expected to talk with the 
guests, Shannon Kassoff tells the volun-
teers, who include members of the out-
reach ministry from St. George’s, Laguna 
Hills, and the youth group from Church 
of the Messiah, Santa Ana, and elsewhere.

“This month marks Laundry Love’s sec-
ond year,” she begins, amid applause. “We 
cannot do it without your help. Laundry 
Love is an opportunity for people to come 
and get some clean clothes but more than 
that, to just be in community. A lot of peo-
ple who come have been coming here for 
two years so we know them well. 

“It’s not the task, it’s about hanging out 
and talking to them. 

“Cool, let’s get started.”
The Kassoffs live near the laundromat, 

according to Christian, 44, a full-time in-
formation technology (IT) manager, who 
supervises 14 employees in a family-owned 
business. When they aren’t engaged in out-
reach work, Shannon serves as a yoga in-
structor, he says. He is also the diocesan 
representative for Episcopal Relief and De-
velopment and a member of the diocesan 
Program Group on Global Partnerships. 

They will also be leading, along with the 
Rev. Julie Bryant, rector of Church of the 
Transfiguration, Arcadia, an educational/

informational trip to El Salvador Aug. 1 – 
8 this year, he said.

At Laundry Love, Christian serves as 
the “outside guy” keeping track of the 
line while Shannon supervises volunteers 
inside. The Martins have typically cooked 
and served up the hot meals.

Inside, Shannon assigns tasks based on 
availability: those who need to leave earlier 
help with the wash. Those who are avail-
able until about 10 p.m. are on dryer duty. 

While passing out quarters, post-it notes, 
dryer fabric softener sheets and laundry 
soap, she offers further instructions and a 
few reminders born of experience: “Make 
sure the door is locked and latched — oth-
erwise it’ll all come spilling out.”

The sticky notes are to keep track of 
who’s using which machine. “When I 
bring people in, I will introduce you by 
name, you’ll have a sticky note, put their 
name on it and put it on their machine.”

And always ask first. 
“Ask them if they want us to use our 

soap,” she continues. “Sometimes they 
have their own, because they may have al-
lergies or sensitivities. Hang onto quarters; 
you’re putting the quarters in for them and 
keeping track of them.”

Says Christian: “For the dryers you’re 
going to start with two quarters and ask 
them if they want a dryer sheet. Once it 
stops, have them check the load and if we 
need to put more quarters in, we will. Talk 
to Shannon for anything extra. Let her 
know before you run out of quarters.”

Steve Bruce offers an opening prayer, 
and other words of respectful wisdom: 

“Ask,” he says. “Always ask people if they 
want help to take their clothes out.”

Shannon agrees. “Yes, we are helping 
them, but they are essentially doing their 
own laundry and some people are particu-
lar about their things being touched. Ask, 
‘can I help you fold these items or take 
them out?’ Most of the time, they want 
help.”

Volunteers wear name tags; T-shirts are 
available for sale. There is a Facebook 
page, and Laundry Love Huntington 
Beach has already helped launch a similar 
venture in Venice Beach and is consult-
ing on additional ones, in Silver Lake and 
Garden Grove and elsewhere.

a ‘slightly chaotic’ movement 
in venice beach

Scott Claassen calls Laundry Love Ven-
ice Beach, a ministry of thad’s, “slightly 
chaotic ... but it allows folks to get to 
know one another and to share the expe-
rience of ‘I’m doing something I’m not in 
complete control of and I’m really putting 
myself out there.’”

thad’s grew out of the Rev. Jimmy 
Bartz’s ministry at All Saints, Beverly Hills 
in 2006 and occupied numerous locations 
before settling on the current one, the 
Writer’s Boot Camp at Bergamot Station 
Arts Center in Santa Monica.

After a volunteer night at Laundry Love 
Huntington Beach last summer, Claassen, 
a thads lay associate pastor said, “our 
community fell in love with it and we said, 
‘look, why aren’t we doing this?’

There were a 

LAUNDry (continued from previous page)
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LuzAna Figueroa, a volunteer from messiah, 
santa Ana, loads laundry while Colin stewart of 
st. George’s, Laguna hills, brings in food 
supplies for Laundry Love at huntington Beach.

(continued next page)
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few bumps along the way — the first laun-
dromat that agreed to work with them, 
“decided they did not want to bring the 
greater homeless population there,” Claas-
sen said. But they found another location 
“and we end up packing the Laundromat 
on a night they wouldn’t have much busi-
ness. It works out well.”

They average around 30 volunteers and 
70 guests when they gather on the last 
Monday evenings of the month, he said. 
The evening begins at 7 p.m. and ends 
about 10 p.m. They provide a simple meal 
but no groceries — at least, not yet, he said.

Laundry Love began about 10 years 
ago in Ventura County and has since ex-
panded across the nation to more than 
100 such ministries, according to the Kas-
soffs. While the ministry has a very practi-
cal side, helping people get clean clothes, 
it also “opens people up to an experience 
of God’s love in our lives,” Claassen said.

“The majority of the folks are homeless 
or living in shelters and most of them are 
on the streets but definitely we have some 
folks that have jobs. In fact, we ordered 
pizza and the pizza deliveryman was some-
body who had been a guest the prior time.

“He was so excited. He came in and was 
serving the pizza up with everyone, he was 
very grateful.”

He added, “We are doing laundry for 
people and it’s helping them alleviate their 

economic pressures. 
We’re also providing an 
area where people from 
our community and 
from thad’s community 
and the greater Venice 
population can interact 
in a safe and engaging 
environment. To me, 
that’s where the real gold 
is — the emphasis is on 
love, not laundry.”

He added: “I want to 
emphasize what a privi-
lege it is to do this every 
month and how much it 
has meant for the thad’s 
community. We’ve really grown from be-
ing able to step out and talk with folks and 
engage the community in that way. We’ve 
had folks from Laundry Love show up at 
thad’s. It has enriched our community to 
put ourselves out there and to be willing 
to change.”

making a difference in peoples’ lives
Jesse, 43, a blues singer and electric gui-

tar player who lives in his van, says his 
music mirrors his life: “it’s about destruc-
tion, chaos.”

The pony-tailed former concrete and 
metal trades worker hums and plays re-
corded renditions of his music while wait-
ing for his wash to finish. He has never 
fully recovered from on-the-job injuries 
and now “I’m completely broke,” he says.

Laundry Love is a bright spot in what 
has been, for him, a whole lot of darkness. 
“I have severe allergies. If my clothes get 
dusty, I break out in painful rashes. This 
helps me. I have medical problems, prob-
lems people don’t understand. I experi-
ence chronic pain; I only sleep about two 
to three hours a night, because of muscle 
spasms. It makes your blues become deep-
er. I feel ready to die at 43.”

For Kat, who lives in the neighborhood 
and is on a fixed income, Laundry Love 
makes the difference when she runs short 
before the end of the month. It helps with 
prescription medication, and those little 
extras, like buying her dad a birthday gift 
this month.

“It is so uplifting for me to be here,” she 
said. “It’s so encouraging. I feel less strife 
in my life.”

LuzAna Figueroa said it was important 
for the Church of the Messiah’s “@youth” 
group to participate in Laundry Love.

“We wanted to show them that they can 
be the change in the community we’d all 
like to see,” she said. “If you don’t teach 
kids, if you don’t expose them to compas-
sion, then those core values get lost in the 
mix.”

One of the students, Jesus, agreed. “I en-
joy helping people out,” he said. “This is 
not half-hearted. It’s hands-on. You get to 
interact with everyone. You get a sense of 
how this is helping someone. It’s an awe-
some program.”

Meanwhile, Troy, 49, goes to the bar-
bershop next door for a much-needed 
haircut. The barber cuts children’s hair for 
free; Laundry Love pays $8 for adult hair-
cuts. “It helps me out a lot,” Troy said of 
Laundry Love. “I really like it.” 

Shannon Kassoff said it takes about 
$500 to pull off one Laundry Love event; 
about 15 volunteers are needed for an 
average of about 70 guests, she said. The 
ministry survives through T-shirt sales, 
and donations of money, laundry prod-
ucts, and the hot meals.

Tonight, dinner is chicken, rolls and sal-
ad and Shannon offers volunteers another 
word of wisdom: “We’re going to have 
dinner as soon as we get all the washing 
machines full. So, if you didn’t get a par-
ticular job, it would be helpful if you could 
go out and help serve dinner. 

“The other thing, if you don’t have a job 
you can go outside and hang out with the 
guests. That’s what it’s all about. That’s 
where it’s happening.” ?

LAUNDry LoVe (continued from previous page)
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Volunteers Angelo of thad’s, left, and Christian Kassoff chat with a 
guest at the Venice Beach Laundry Love as volunteer steve Bruce, 
center, stands ready to supply other clients with detergent.
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James finley will lead 
retreat on mystics  
and spiritual life

Stillpoint: the Center 
for Christian Spiritual-
ity will present “Mystics 
and the Mind of Christ,” 

a retreat day with spiritual teacher, author 
and mystic James Finley on Saturday, Feb. 
22, 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Church of Our 
Saviour, 535 West Roses Road, San Ga-
briel. Finley, a former Trappist monk and 
student of Thomas Merton, is a clinical 
psychologist in private practice and au-
thor of Merton’s Palace of Nowhere; The 
Contemplative Heart and Christian Medi-
tation: Experiencing the Presence of God. 
For information and registration, visit 
www.stillpointca.org.

feb. 22 is women’s 
spiritual day for  
deaneries 9 and 10

Women of Deaneries 9 
and 10 will gather at St. 
Clement’s Church, San 
Clemente, on Saturday, 

Feb. 22 for the fourth annual Women’s 
Spiritual Day, led by Bishop Suffragan Di-
ane Jardine Bruce. The theme for the day 
will be “Pilgrimage.” Keynote speaker 
will be the Rev. Sheryl Kujawa-Holbrook 
(pictured), professor at Bloy House (Epis-
copal Theological School at Claremont), 
dean of faculty and professor of practical 
theology and religious education at Cla-
remont School of Theology, and author  
of many articles and books, including, 

most recently, Pilgrimage – The Sacred Art: 
Journey to the Center of the Heart. The 
day will begin with registration at 8:30 
a.m. followed by the keynote address at  
9 a.m. Several workshops centering on the 
pilgrimage theme will follow, and the day 
will conclude with lunch and worship.

brian mclaren to  
address speak on 
multifaith world

Author and speaker 
Brian McLaren will speak 
on “Christian Identity in 
a Multifaith World” on 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 3 – 5 p.m. at St. John’s 
ProCathedral in a program presented by 
the Guibord Center. McLaren is an au-
thor, speaker, activist, and public theolo-
gian. A His most recent book is Why Did 
Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Moham-
med Cross the Road? St. John’s ProCa-
thedral is located at 514 W. Adams Boule-
vard, Los Angeles 90007. For reservations 
and information, visit bit.ly/1bj5s4l. There 
is no charge. A reception will follow the 
program. The Guibord Center, based at 
the procathedral, works to increase un-
derstanding among Los Angeles’ diverse 
faith groups.

women invited to 
‘pearls in the making’ 
retreat march 1

CARA (Come Apart 
& Rest Awhile) Retreat 
Ministries will offer 
“Pearls in the Making,” 

a retreat for women, on Saturday, March 
1, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church, 
Pomona. Cost for the day is $45 per per-
son ($55 for registration after Feb. 24), 
which includes lunch. For information  
or registration, contact CARA at caramin-
istries@hotmail.com, or 909.973.6012. St. 
Paul’s church is located at 242 E. Alvarado 
Street, Pomona.

conference on 
‘healing and wholeness’  
is march 1

The International Or-
der of St. Luke the Physi-
cian chapter at St. Cross 
Episcopal Church, Her-

mosa Beach, will sponsor “Listen, Love, 
Pray: A Conference on Healing and 
Wholeness” on Saturday, Mar 1, 8:30 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Bishop J. Jon Bruno will be 
the featured speaker. Several workshops 
will consider topics related to healing 
and wholeness, and the day will end with 
a healing service. Cost is $40, which in-
cludes lunch. For information, contact the 
Rev. David Erickson at 310.376.8989 or 
Patricia Terry at 310.783.0648. St. Cross 
Church is located at 1818 Monterey Blvd., 
Hermosa Beach. OSL is an ecumenical or-
ganization dedicated to the Christian heal-
ing ministry. ?

800-366-1536
ext. 254

www.efcula.org

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has 
a full-service Credit Union.

The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in 
existence for 14 years, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
On-Line Banking
Bill Pay
24-Hour Telephone Information

Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Individual Credit Counseling
Financial Education
Free Income Tax Preparation

• Chalices and metal ware
         • Plating and refinishing
 • Altar wine and candles
         • Clergy shirts and collars
           • Black suits, choir robes
    • Stoles and vestments

LOS ANGELES
1701 James M. Wood Blvd.

213/385-3366

LONG BEACH
1960 Del Amo at Cherry 

562/424-0963
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u The Rt. Rev. Samuel Azariah has 
been called as bishop-in-charge of 
St. Clare’s, Rancho Cucamonga and  
St. Peter’s, Rialto. 

u The Rev. Mary Marjorie Bethea 
concluded her ministry as associate rec-
tor of St. Margaret of Scotland Church, 
San Juan Capistrano, on Jan. 5. She is 
pursuing doctoral studies.

u The Rev. Fran Cantella retired in 
January as rector of St. Barnabas, Eagle 
Rock.

u The Rev. Charleen Crean has been 
called as diocesan associate for voca-
tions and transition ministry.

u The Rev. Phil DeVaul was installed 
as rector of St. John’s, Costa Mesa, 
on Jan. 25 by Bishop Suffragan Diane 
Bruce. 

u The Rev. Daniel London has been 
called as the Director of Youth Min-
istries for the Marin Episcopal Youth 
Group, a collaborative ministry shared 
among five Episcopal churches in Marin 
County. He is also serving as faculty  

at CDSP as the Bogard Fellow, teaching 
a self-designed course on English spiri-
tuality and mysticism and teaches Angli-
can ethics at the School for Deacons in 
the Diocese of California.

u The Rev. Karen Maurer and the Rev. 
David Maurer are serving as pastoral 
care associates at St. Wilfrid of York 
Church, Huntington Beach.

u The Rev. Kelly O’Connell will be in-
stituted as rector of St. Stephen’s, Santa 
Clarita at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 15 
by Bishop Suffragan Mary Glasspool. A 
reception will follow in the parish hall; 
the diocesan community is invited to 
attend. St. Stephen’s is located at 24901 
Orchard Village Road in Santa Clarita.

u The Rev. Christopher Potter has been 
called as interim rector of the Church 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Placentia.

u The Rev. George Silides was instituted 
as rector of St. Ambrose’s Church, Cla-
remont on Jan. 4 by Bishop Glasspool.

u Steven Trapasso is serving as nutrition 
education and obesity prevention pro-
gram coordinator for Seeds of Hope. ?

p e o p L e  News of  the  Diocesan Communi t y

Obituaries may be found at www.episcopalnews.com

u Lisa Merryman, long-
time teacher, dean of fac-
ulty and archivist at St. 
Margaret’s School, San 
Juan Capistrano, died 
Dec. 8. She was with the 

school since it opened in 1979, first as 
a substitute teacher and lunch duty at-
tendant, then as a middle school history 
teacher, later department chair. A me-
morial service was held at St. Marga-
ret’s School on Dec. 14. 

u Frederic Rheinstein, 
a prominent television 
entrepreneur, member of 
All Saints’ Church, Bev-
erly Hills and a member 
of the board of directors 

of the Episcopal School of Los Angeles 
died Dec. 22. He was 86. A member 
and officer of the Directors’ Guild of 
America, he was founder of The Post 

Group post-production company in 
Hollywood. Requiem Eucharist was 
held Jan. 25 at All Saints’ Church. Bish-
op Jon Bruno has named Rheinstein 
postumously as an honorary canon of 
the Cathedral Center of St. Paul.

u Alan Weirick of 
Church of Our Saviour, 
San Gabriel, a leader of 
Middle East ministries 
in the Diocese of Los 
Angeles, died Dec. 22 

at his home in Claremont. He was 84. 
Weirick was involved in many groups 
that worked to bring peace and justice 
to the Holy Lands, including Ameri-
can Friends of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Jerusalem and the Compass Rose 
Society. A memorial service was held 
on Jan. 17 at Church of Our Saviour. 
Bishop Bruno has named Weirick pos-
tumously as an honorary canon of the 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul. ?

reQuiescant

connections

ordinations

An evening in ‘Camelot’ 
About 100 high school-age young people of the diocese, 
along with their youth group leaders and chaparones, 
rocked the night away on Feb. 18 at the annual Bishops’ 
Ball, a tradition in the diocese for at least the last 
half-century. st. mark’s Church, Downey, hosted the 
event this year and chose the theme of “Camelot.” 
At top:  attendees take to the dance floor in the parish 
hall, which was decorated with banners and backdrops 
to create a medieval atmosphere. Above: young people 
from the congregation of st. Athanasius at the Cathedral 
Center of st. paul display their royal style. ?

Bishop suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce and Bishop 
suffragan mary Glasspool ordained 12 new priests in a 
service at the proCathedral of st. John in Los Angeles 
on Jan. 11. Joyce stickney, rector of st. Aidan’s 
Church, malibu, preached the sermon, Bishop 
Glasspool led the service of ordination, Bishop Bruce 
presided at the eucharist, and each bishop ordained six 
of the new priests. pictured above are: Front row: 
Bishop Glasspool; steven Demuth, Daniel London, 
Nancy Frausto, Bishop Bruce and stefanie Wilson. 
Middle row: Francisco Garcia, Jenifer Chatfield, George 
Daisa and sally howard. Back row: michael Foley, 
Linda racen, marianne zahn and shireen Baker. ?

Bishop J. Jon Bruno ordained 
Valerie Knight Ward as a 
vocational deacon on Jan. 5 at 
st. peter’s Church, santa maria, 
during sunday morning worship.
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