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The dance goes on,
into the future

From Father Dwight helt

     
     Mary and I are grateful for our ten 
years in Norman at St. John’s and are 
deeply appreciative of the generosity of 
the wardens, vestry and congregation for 
the gift of a trip to celebrate that anniver-
sary. We are making plans to visit Eng-
land in June. 
 In addition to celebrating our ten-year 
anniversary here, we are celebrating the 
25th anniversary of my ordination April 
22, and the 39th year of our marriage 
on May 17th. It is hard to imagine the 
time that has passed as we have engaged 
ourselves to serve Christ in the people and 
places where we have been called. There 
is great reward and satisfaction in the 
way our lives weave through the lives of 
so many parishioners and former parish-
ioners over the years, and how, like in a 
great dance, we find ourselves touching 
hands and sharing smiles and tears in the 

rhythm of Holy Spirit’s song. 
 I’m grateful this year for the work of 
our Banner Committees, as they have 
taken hold of the various ministries of St. 
John’s with skill and vigor. The vestry is a 
body of committed, loving and dedicated 
men and women who care deeply about 
this congregation and seek to serve Christ 
and honor Christ in one another. Our 
staff works tirelessly to fulfill the mission 
of the church, give aid to the rector and 
to support the ministries of the commit-
tees. We are happy that we will be able to 
have greater support in the church office, 
earlier than we hoped because of the will-
ingness of Kathryn Kiester to take on that 
work, and the confidence of the vestry 
and resource development committee that 
the congregation will respond in kind by 
contributing the additional fund to sup-
port this ministry. 
 Last year, after Lent, I made a personal
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commitment to dedicate myself for my 
remaining years of ministry to the work of 
assuring the long-term health and vitality of 
St. John’s Church. To this end I have initi-
ated a capital campaign with a public kick 
off on May 17th of this year. This campaign 
will be to raise needed capital funds for ren-
ovations and infrastructure improvements 
to the church building. In addition, we are 
determined to grow our endowment by an 
equal amount so that future vestries will 
be able to draw on those funds for pressing 
needs, assuring that our ministries within 
the congregation and in the community will 
not suffer from undue economic strain. 
 This year we purchased the house east of 
the Pier House so that we now own all the 
properties on our block except two. We have 
a future option to buy one of those. It is our 
intent to be able to control development on 
our block to assure the proper environment 
around the church for years to come. We are 
pleased that the Children’s House Montes-
sori School is growing and will be using 
more space in the church, strengthening our 
relationship and better utilizing our build-
ing. Because they will be using the space 
formerly set aside for a community room, 
we will be looking for alternative ways we 
can continue to serve local not-for-profit 
groups by providing meeting space. 
 As we look to these physical and fiscal 
aspects of our common life, we do not want 
to neglect our spiritual lives. I call on all 
parishioners as a part of their weekly dis-
cipline of prayer and worship, to make re-
newed efforts to get to know other members 
and especially to greet and make welcome 
guests and newcomers. We are blessed to 
have many folks come to our services each 
week in their quest for a church home. It is 
not enough for our greeters, staff and clergy 
to extend hospitality; it is the ministry of 
the whole congregation individually and 
collectively. And as we offer our hospitality 
and folks join our community; it is impera-
tive that we incorporate them into our com-
mon life by inviting them to join in our 

While our beautiful building and 
lovely worship may draw people in, 
it is sharing in our common life day 
by day that brings us all into the 
fullness of Christ. 

ministries and to invite them into our week-
ly routines and even, when we are able, into 
our homes. While our beautiful building 
and lovely worship may draw people in, it is 
sharing in our common life day by day that 
brings us all into the fullness of Christ. 
 Mary and I are excited about the future 
of St. John’s and our future with you. As 
I said recently at the wedding of Casey 
Wilson and Sarah Colijn, I imagine them re-
turning to St. John’s for their 50th anniver-
sary. I can see them coming with tears and 
joy to the altar rail where their life together 
began. I will not be there for their blessing, 
but I am convinced that St. John’s will be 
there for them. There will be a loving com-
munity gathered at Asp and Duffy praising 
God and serving humankind, and that com-
munity will be surrounded by a great cloud 
of witnesses, all the saints who have gone 
before, and I hope to be among them. 

     Blessings and peace,
      Fr. Dwight

Church office volunteers 
     Volunteers continue to be an integral 
part of staffing the church office. A group 
of regular helpers is in the office on Mon-
day through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  They complete a variety of secretarial 
tasks each week, and serve as a “face” and 
a “voice” for the church. Their dedication 
is impressive and this ministry has been 
extremely important over the last year.  
     We anticipate having continued office 
support from volunteers in 2014. Addi-
tionally, with increased church staffing, 
the church plans to expand office hours in 
2014. Volunteers this year included:  Gerri 
Brown, Anne Hutchison, Toni Allen, Kath-
ryn Kiester, Charlie Neudfelt, Ana Wick-
ham, and Carol Briscoe.  



     Sometimes I think about what brings 
people to church. If you are like me, it isn’t 
when we are at the top of our game that 
church seems most relevant in our lives.  
My most Godly connections have come at 
times when I have felt the most broken. We 
are wounded warriors, all of us (the Bible 
says so). I may be good at one thing and do 
poorly in another. We come together with 
our frayed lives, and each service we know 
that our Lord Jesus makes us whole. My 
thoughts wander to how diverse a popula-
tion we are at St. John’s. If you took us 
out of St. John’s, many of our paths would 
never cross. All this to say:  being a part of 
the body of Christ through St. John’s brings 
me wholeness.  
     If you attend our services, or classes, 
youth activities, special activities or any 
parish goings-on, you feel excitement, 
enthusiasm and joy. These attributes are 
the fruit of the spirit. Our church is alive, 
the fruit of the spirit the life we experience 
with each other. It is humbling to be a part 
of a body so giving, loving, and kind.
     The life we have at St. John’s wouldn’t 
be possible without the intentional purpose 

2 0 1 3  A N N U A L  R E P O RT  :  3

and direction of many. I want to thank first 
of all Fr. Helt, who brings us vision, coun-
sel, and nourishment. Thanks to staff who 
takes care of so much that many of us never 
see. Our building is clean and works, music 
is joyous, and there are activities for young 
and old. Those events do not happen with-
out someone doing many hours of work.
     Thanks to the volunteers who help lead 
our church through the Vestry. Thank you 
to each member. Your smile or kind words 
give me hope and bring life to our church.
     In closing, I offer you a challenge. If you 
see someone that you do not know, go up 
and introduce yourself to them. It doesn’t 
matter if they are new to church or not. Our 
job is to build each other up. We all need 
building up at times, and your words may 
be the something I need one day. Fr. Helt 
believes we are all ministers to Christ. To 
minister to another, you don’t have to hold 
a position or do a job. Just your presence 
and your kindness helps to make God’s 
kingdom a place on earth. 
     Thank you for allowing me to be your 
servant as Senior Warden.
     – Byron Jackson serves as senior warden

Volunteers and staff work toward
continual improvement of the facility

     We had a good year for St. Johns! We are 
getting things updated and constantly im-
proving our beautiful church. We have kept 
up with minor repairs and maintenance 
with the surrounding properties of St. 
John’s. The Children’s House Montessori 
School had new locks installed to update 
security and an make a safer emergency 
exit for the little ones. We also added ad-
ditional support beams/pillars under one of 
the schoolhouses.
     In the main building, Chris Brown is 
progressively retrofitting all lighting in the 
church with energy efficient replacement 
bulbs that will be a substantial cost savings 
for St. John’s. We also installed new choir 

loft lights that give much needed, strategi-
cally placed light for the choir, and high-
lighting our beautiful pipe organ. 
     Other things to note are the elevator, 
which is now operational, and there are 
new cabinets for additional storage in the 
nursery. Thanks to the men’s breakfast 
group, we did some spring cleanup in the 
courtyard to help Hayward maintain weeds 
throughout the summer. 
     I want to give a special thanks to Hay-
ward for keeping our grounds looking great 
and always being at the ready to have our 
grounds ready no matter the weather. And 
an extra special thanks to Chris Brown for 
the many tasks he performs.
     This is going to be a great year of big 
plans and continued improvement. 
– Colby Burress serves as junior warden
     

Updates prepare church for the future
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Worship Committee
     The objective of the Worship Committee 
is to ensure that our worship services are 
conducted in a way that is accessible, ben-
eficial and supportive to all parishioners.  
To that end, we focus on coordinating the 
sub-committees involved in all aspects of 
the services. This includes the Greeters, 
Ushers, Altar Guild, Choir, Layreaders, 
Acolytes, and Vergers.
     Sunday worship services are held at 7:30 
and 10:30 a.m., and 5 p.m. The early morn-
ing service is quiet and contemplative, with 
no music, and uses traditional language.  
The 10:30 a.m. service is considered our 
principal worship service, and is accom-
panied by organ music and a choir. Our 5 
p.m. worship service is informal and is held 
in the parish hall. At this service we share 
the Word of God through table discussions 
about the day’s Gospel reading. 
     Weekday services are held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesdays and 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays, in 
the Chapel of the Beloved Disciple. Many 
of those attending the Tuesday morning 
service stay for a Bible study afterwards, be-
ginning at about 10:30 a.m. On Wednesday 
evenings we honor the saints and celebrate 
many of the “Lesser Feasts and Fasts” of 
the church. Both weekday services include 
an opportunity for annointing. A Centering 
Prayer group meets 7:30-8:30 p.m. Tues-
days in the church library.
     – Steve Warren serves as chair of the 
worship committee

Acolytes 
     This year, Mike Abla and Kevin Mc-
Geehee passed their leadership roles to 
John Frank and Colby Burress. We have 
trained five new acolytes this year. There 
are five teams with six to eight acolytes 
serving one time every five weeks. Many 
have taken on new roles with the addition 
of new team members. 
     This year the Acolyte Facebook page has 

been busy with messages being posted for 
fill-ins and announcements. It also gives 
the families a place to see the schedule and 
holiday schedules. 
     We would like to thank all of our Men-
tors and Team Captains for having their 
teams ready to serve each Sunday. 

Altar Guild
     In 2013 at St. John’s, there were 156 
Sunday Holy Eucharists, 127 Weekday 
Holy Eucharists, 31 Daily Offices on 
Weekdays, six marriages, 13 burials, and 19 
baptisms.
     The Altar Guild operates in three teams 
with four to five members each and three 
members who are assigned to special duties 
and tasks. We offered training to two new 
members during this year. Recruitment is 
on a continuing basis and the group wel-
comes interested members to contact Fr. 
Helt for details.
     Fr. Helt called a meeting with us on No-
vember 3, in the Commons, for training and 
discussion of the nature of our ministry, the 
wide knowledge needed, and special ways 
to serve.
     We are also offering suggestions for the 
redesign of the sacristy space and storage 
spaces, which will begin in 2014.
     We encourage gifts for flowers, linens, 
vestments, and vessels. Please contact Fr. 
Helt to plan for these and other ways to 
support the Worship of our parish. Small 
gifts are always welcome, for votive candles 
and the liquid to fill the Paschal Candle and 
Sanctuary Lights. 
     Progress includes:
     • complete all tasks for Sunday and 
weekday services;
     • continue to offer Gluten Free Commu-
nion Wafers;  
     • provide flexible scheduling opportuni-
ties to serve;
     • organize and retain records of gifts and 
memorials;        (continued)

W O R S H I P

Baptisms
January 6
Piper Reichardt

January 13
Emma Fiore
Presley Frantz
Wyatt Radcliff
Jack Walters
Alice Walters

March 30
Paula Broome
Omid Gorji
Charlotte Bangs
Eden Rusche

April 14
Sydney Swearingen
William Swearingen

April 28
Jake Rollin

May 5
Emily Haskin

June 16
James Wilson
Benjamin Upp
Regan Wilcox
Carmen Wilcox

November 24
Benjamin Lundquist



     • track annual cost estimates for con-
sumable materials and supplies; 
     • update the inventory of the property in 
our charge; 
     • communicate through The Evangel, 
email, and the parish web site; and
     • compile checklists, photographs, and 
diagrams from several sources for the St. 
John’s Altar Guild Manual.

     A memorial gift of a hand embroidered 
Fair Linen and three purificators for the 
Chapel of the Resurrection with the Resur-
rection Lamb and Cross symbols of Mary 
Moore design were ordered from the C. M. 
Almy company. These were blessed and 
placed into service on June 16, in loving 
memory of Mary Jane Sherman. 
     A memorial gift of lectern and pulpit 
hangings of ivory wool and multicolored 
tapestry to be used with the existing ivory 
wool chasuble, stole, and urn veil were 
given in loving memory of Marion Beverley 
Marks. These were dedicated in November 
2013.
     A memorial gift for Martha Meacham 
Lunger of a hand embroidered Fair Linen, 
Corporals, Purificators, Lavabo Towels, 
and Chalice Palls in Gothic Wheat & Grape 
Cross symbols of Mary Moore design and 
a set of small linens in the Cross Fleureé 
symbol to match an existing Fair Linen are 
being supplied by the C.M. Almy Company. 
The blessing and dedication is expected to 
take place in spring 2014.
     We are grateful to the youth group for 
their gift of Holy Cross incense hand made 
by the monks of Holy Cross Monastery 
using aromatic gums and resins imported 
from Sumatra and Ethiopia. Some was used 
at the 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. Holy Eucharist on 
Christmas Eve. We look forward to the use 
of it at the Great Vigil of Easter in 2014.
     For Easter 2013, at Fr. Helt’s suggestion, 
we replaced the wire netting on the large 
white cross with 1” wide elastic in a loose 
criss-cross pattern, so the stems of the flow-
ers can be easily tucked under the elastic 
bands by the children.
     For Christmas 2013, we discussed with 
Fr. Helt a new way to design the wall 
sconces using a combination of 12” tall 

candles and 10 hour votive candles in clear 
glass. These were used for the Lessons and 
Carols service on Advent IV at 5 p.m. On 
Christmas Eve, acolytes lit all candles on 
the wall scones at the beginning of the 4 
p.m. service and extinguished them at the 
end of the 11 p.m. service. We will continue 
with the redesign of sconces and aisle posts 
in 2014.
     – Submitted by Kathleen Haynes and 
Jenny Davis

Centering Prayer
     Centering Prayer is a renewal of an 
ancient form of Christian contemplative, 
silent prayer, a method of consenting to the 
presence and action of God in the stillness 
of our being. The fruit of this prayer is a 
growing sense of God leading us beyond 
anxiety into an inner stillness and peace, 
and outward in compassion and service. 
Contemplative prayer does not replace 
more traditional prayer practices but rather 
deepens one’s spiritual connection to God 
and to Christ.
     Centering Prayer at St. John’s began 
meeting in October 2012, on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:30 to 9 p.m. The meeting 
begins with a 20-minute prayer, followed by 
study and discussion. The group has ap-
proximately eight members.
     This fall the group held an informal 
Introduction to Centering Prayer workshop 
as a means to officially commission Francie 
White as a presenter for the Contemplative 
Outreach organization. Looking ahead, the 
group had plans to host an Introduction 
to Centering Prayer workshop from 1 to 5 
p.m. on January 25, 2014. The workshop is 
open to the public, and there were plans to 
follow it with six weekly, follow-up meet-
ings for practice and support, from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. on Saturdays. The follow-up meetings 
are expected to follow the same format as 
regular Centering Prayer meetings, with a 
prayer, study and discussion.
     For more information about Centering 
Prayer, visit www.contemplativeoutreach.
org. 
     – Francie White and Pam Brown coordi-
nate Centering Prayer

2 0 1 3  A N N U A L  R E P O RT  :  5

Weddings 
April 13
Aubin Lunsford 
and Samuel McGee 
April 20
Melisa Melton and 
Wesley Holmes 
May 4
MacKenzie Stockwell 
and Ryan Dennis 
June 9
Alicia Quinton and 
Christopher Colijn 
August 3
Lauren Buchanan 
and Ryan Elassal 
September 2
Charlotte Donoho 
and Adam Beatty 
December 28
Sarah Colijn and 
Casey Wilson
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Choir
     This has been an exciting year for both 
the Adult Choir and the Youth Choir. As 
of August, the Adult Choir had gained five 
new members, and the Youth Choir had 
gained three new singers. Due to the in-
crease in people in the choirs, the possibili-
ties of music the choirs can accomplish has 
reached an exciting new level.
     On the last Sunday of Advent, the choir 
took on the challenge of putting together a 
stand-alone service of Lessons and Carols. 
It was wonderful to study the different 
scriptures that were read and to respond to 
the messages through various anthems and 
hymns.
     Along with working on a wide variety 
of choral anthems throughout the year, 
the choirs also strive to enhance Sunday 
mornings by varying service music season-
to-season. Note the different psalm tones, 
Sanctus, and Fraction Anthems you hear 
when the seasons change. By trying to find 
music to fit the mood of the season, it awak-
ens our minds to understand the overarch-

ing themes of the following weeks.
     The choirs greatly look forward to 
increasing the number of members in the 
music ministry in the coming months.
     – Olivia Buthod directs the music program, 
serving as organist/choirmaster 

Hand Bell Choir
     The Hand bell Choir met on Wednesday 
evenings beginning in January. They aver-
aged between five and seven ringers, and 
rang at worship services three times in the 
spring and twice in the fall. 
     Chris Brown built tables for the group 
to use in the choir transept, and there was 
hope for wooden music desks to replace 
plastic shelves in the future. 
     Anne Clayton arranged all the music the 
group used, so there was minimal outlay for 
music, and since the choir is small, there 
were plans for this practice to continue. 
The group hopes to ring at the 10:30 a.m. 
service about six times a year, with sum-
mers off.
     – Anne Clayton directs the hand bell choir

Retired clergy
Retired clergy assisting 
at St. John’s included:
The Rev. Kay 
     Greenshields
The Rev. Suzie Lindley
The Rev. Joe Ted Miller
The Rev. Stan Upchurch
The Rev. Jack Wilcox
The Rev. Gary Williams

     The Resource Development committee 
is an umbrella over the following areas: 
building and grounds, stewardship, the 
foundation, and now, the upcoming capital 
campaign. This committee meets monthly 
just prior to Vestry meetings. With the help 
of the subcommittees, members of this com-
mittee seek to keep sight of the church’s 
overall financial picture. They focus on both 
yearly budgets and short term goals as well 
as the lasting financial health of the parish.  
     The Building and Grounds committee 
oversees immediate physical needs of the 
church and has identified large projects that 
need attention in the next few years. Our 
beautiful but aging building needs updates 
that will be initiated in the coming years 
as part of a capital campaign set to kick off 

R E S O U R C E  D E V E LO PM E N T
in May of 2014. These updates will ensure 
that our church will be around and thriving 
for generations to come.    
     The Stewardship committee, a sub-com-
mittee of this group, meets at various times 
of the year to plan and execute the annual 
campaign. This year, with leadership from 
both Tina Burdett and Andy Hughes, the 
group put in a very focused effort to try and 
encourage both new pledges and an in-
crease in existing pledges. Volunteers spent 
time crafting publicity for the campaign, 
calling church members and prospects to 
talk with them about the campaign, hand 
addressing campaign materials, and person-
ally following up with members post-cam-
paign.       – Tom Sherman serves as chair 
of resource development



     The Hospitality Committee continues to 
meet immediately following the all-parish 
luncheons on “Banner Sundays,” and 
whenever a need presents itself. It is com-
posed of volunteers from the congregation 
and its goals have focused in four areas, 
with the following results:
     1.  To Increase Personal Connections 
Among Members and Visitors 
     Members and visitors alike have the op-
tion of wearing name tags. After a lengthy 
research process, the committee now has 
in place name tags for every member and 
visitor. 
     The hospitality committee hosts a color-
ful Easter reception that is becoming an 
event that everyone looks forward to. One 
of our members acts as a greeter to new-
comers and visitors each Sunday and offers 
them a tour of the building, introduces them 
to others, and if they have not attended an 
Episcopal service previously, she explains 
the order of service and offers to sit with 
them if they choose. 
     2. To Support New Member Interaction 
Into The Life of the Parish 
     Opportunities for new member involve-
ment continues to be one of the top priori-
ties of the Hospitality Committee.
     3.  To Increase Participation in Church 
Sponsored Events and Encourage Engagement 
in the Church Community at All Stages of 
Life and Membership
     Committee members participated in and 
supported various events throughout the 
year, such as the picnic and softball games 
with St. Michaels. The men on the commit-
tee participated in Brotherhood activities, 
while women played active roles in ECW’s 
Fall Market and Bake Sale and the Holiday 
Luncheon and Bake Sale. Newcomers were 
always encouraged to take part in all church 
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activities.
     4. To Generate Interest in Service-Oriented 
Projects and Promote Periodic Community 
Building Events
     The Committee regularly “buddied-up” 
with other committees and their outreach 
activities – Episcopal Church Women, 12th 
Night Feast, Lemonade on the Lawn, ECW 
Donut Ministry, and parish meals. 
 Many thanks for the support and dedica-
tion of the Hospitality Committee members 
over the past three years. Active mem-
bers are:  Amelia Andre, Evelyn Bibens, 
Kay Christiansen, Christie Godec, Becky 
Hoyt, Betsy Loffland, Andrea Marler, D.D. 
Mathews, Martha White, and Perry White.
     The group is always looking for new 
ideas, and welcomes suggestions for ways to 
be of service to new members.
     – Juanitta Goins has served as chair of the 
Hospitality Committee the past three years

H O S P I TA L I T Y
Hospitality defines four core goals

Young Adults 
Young Adults
Jimmy and Andrea 
Conway started a Young 
Adult Ministry in the 
church two years ago. 
This was in an effort to 
welcome new comers, 
and give them a vehicle 
for meeting others in 
the congregation. They 
invite all to a monthly 
luncheon. The num-
ber of contacts made 
continues to grow. 
The group is for young 
adults, married or single, 
from college into their 
early 30s, but welcome 
anyone interested in 
meeting new people.

Brotherhood 
     The men’s brotherhood, under the direc-
tion of Perry White, hosted monthly fellow-
ship breakfasts. This year, they also hosted 
an evening “griller” for men in the church, 
which was well attended and enjoyed by all.  
     They also continued with the tradition 
of hosting a lively Mardi Gras party on the 
Saturday prior to Fat Tuesday. Everyone 
in the congregation was invited to attend.  
The fare included shrimp, crawfish, rice, 
gumbo, jambalaya, corn bread, and King’s 
cake, as well as a variety of beverages. A 
live band made the party particularly fes-
tive and some people even stretched their 
legs on the dance floor. The J2A group 
hosted a successful auction at the party that 
raised a significant amount of money for 
their pilgrimage. Church members donated 
items and services for the auction.  
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     Four key areas were priorities for ECW: 
developing friendships and fellowship in 
the “sisterhood,” encouraging more women 
to learn and practice leadership skills, sup-
porting money-raising events to help fund 
in-house and outreach needs, and taking 
every opportunity to present a Christ-like 
image to the Norman community. 
     All this meant a year full of activities! 
During the First Quarter of the year, there 
was a regular ECW meeting with a large 
attendance. It was “An Evening with Fr. 
Dwight and Senior Warden Byron Jack-
son,” and it was an informative and chal-
lenging meeting, and Fr. Dwight defined 
the importance of friendships. The slate of 
2013 officers was approved:  Juanitta Goins, 
president; Andrea Marler, president-elect; 
Kathy Hocker, coordinator of the Fall Mar-
ket and Bake Sale; Andrea Conway, coor-
dinator of the Holiday Luncheon and Bake 
Sale; Danyel Siler, Media coordinator; Mer-
rie Beard, Proceedings coordinator; Kath-
ryn Kiester, treasurer; Kathleen Haynes, 
archivist; and Evelyn Bibens, past president 
and advisor. The budget was approved with 
$12,100 in expenditure funding, which 
included a contribution of $5,000 towards 
the new church van. The younger women 
planned an after-Sunday-service luncheon 
at “747” and nearly 40 women attended!
     The Second Quarter gave the group an 
opportunity to participate in the Annual 
ECW Conference and Bishop’s Day activi-
ties at St. Andrew’s in Grove. Five of us 
traveled to Grove for the two-day gathering.  
Then we stayed home, got out the silver 
and invited our friends to join us in a “Hats 
Galore Mad Hatter’s Tea Party,” with a re-
markable menu of sweets and sandwiches. 
When the temperature was too hot to shop 
outside, Courtney Green stepped-up as co-
ordinator of the church-wide rummage sale, 
letting city shoppers know to shop in the 
cool at St. John’s.
     The Third Quarter was packed with 
things to do: Four board members traveled 
to Tulsa to take part in the Diocesan ECW 
Board Meeting, where we were asked to 

host the April 25-26, 2014 Annual ECW 
Conference and Bishop’s Day at St. John’s, 
Norman. The group accepted the honor and 
hope that all women in the church will be 
involved. In another event, church mem-
bers young, and not so young, had a splash-
ing good time at the Marler’s ECW Family 
Fun Day and Pool Party. Then it was “adult 
time,” with Margaritas on the Patio at the 
Goins –  just before Kathy Hocker coordi-
nated the 2nd Annual Fall Market and Bake 
Sale, with about 25 outside vendors.
     The Fourth Quarter was full of first-time 
events! ECW hosted the first Fright Night, 
all-family Halloween party, with food and 
costume prizes. Then it was the first Bunco 
Night for St. John’s women; everyone asked 
“Why don’t we do this more often?” Our 
first ECW Gift Exchange and Year-End 
Party was held in the Commons, and was 
well attended – everyone had a great time.  
The Holiday Luncheon and Bake Sale 
coordinator Andrea Conway transformed 
the parish hall into the most elegant Winter 
Wonderland – a really beautiful sight!
     Did you know that you won’t find ECW 
in the church budget? That’s because, with 
the help of the congregation, ECW earns 
its own money by organizing/working the 
Fall Market and Bake Sale; the Holiday 
Luncheon and Bake Sale; the church-wide 
rummage sale; and other fundraising activi-
ties. We earn our own budget and the mon-
ies generated by these events allows ECW 
to support the Rector’s discretionary fund; 
the choir, Christian education, our youth 
programs, Daughters’ of the King reception 
ministry, and outreach programs.
     ECW’s Sisterhood continues to focus 
on giving every woman an opportunity to 
seek her ministry. As 2013 closes, Juanitta 
Goins’ year as president also ended. She 
encouraged everyone, regardless of age or 
perceived ability, to become as active as her
schedule allows because out of that comes 
friendships, growth, new ideas, and new 
life. The only resource required was your 
willingness to get involved.
     – Juanitta Goins, ECW President       

Building fellowship in ECW sisterhood
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     Much of the work for the annual 12th 
Night Feast occurred in 2013, with the finish-
ing touches and grand performance ringing in 
the season of Epiphany, and 2014 ...
     At 6 p.m. on Saturday, January 4, 2014, 
the parish hall of St. John’s Church was 
transformed into a scene from medieval 
England. There were knights, pages, a royal 
court, a jester and of course the King and 
Queen. Entertainment was provided by the 
renaissance music group “Waytes and Mea-
sures” playing from the balcony. A town 
crier called the festivities to order, and with 
a trumpet fanfare, the royal court entered 
the hall.
     The choir, led by Olivia Buthod, sang a 
number of seasonally appropriate pieces. 
This year, the actors were helped by Danyel 
and Jonathan Siler, who volunteered their 
time and expertise with stage work to make 
sure we had the best possible performance.
A wonderful meal was prepared by Chris 

12th Night Feast packs the hall,
rings in Epiphany and new year

Brown and his kitchen staff. Over one hun-
dred people attended. The packed house 
provided a wonderful atmosphere for the 
show.
     Court Musicians – Kevin McGeehee, 
Jonathan Siler, Chuck Bacon, Michael Kies-
ter, Cliff McMurray, Olivia Buthod, Claire 
McMurray, Anne McGeehee, and Shannon 
Conley.
     The Court – King Dwight and Queen 
Mary of Helts; Rob Green, jester; Ulli Nol-
lert, town crier; Molly Hoyt and Ryne Siler, 
pages; Chuck Bacon, Bishop of Norman; 
Ben Odom, Yeoman of the Guard; Randy 
Marler, old knight; Jonathan Siler, scholar; 
Mack Kiester, Gabby Beard, and Maggie 
Siler, trinket sellers; and Barb Lauferswei-
ler, costumes.
     Food and Spirits – Chris Brown, chief 
chef; St. John’s Youth Group, servants; and 
Marla and Walter Colijn and Becky Hoyt,  
wine stewards. 

     The Greeter Ministry continues to do its 
job by helping make everyone feel welcome 
and trying to personally greet each attendee 
at the Sunday morning services and a few 
special holiday services. Greeters also help 
identify guests and newcomers and try to 
give them extra special attention. At the 
7:30 a.m. service, the greeters also distrib-
ute the bulletins.
     The group of active greeters had become 
smaller from normal attrition over the past 
several years, and efforts were underway 
to actively recruit new volunteers. Three 
new names had been added, but more were 
needed. Twenty active individuals or family 
units were on the greeter e-mail distribu-
tion list. 

Greeters continue ministry of welcome
     Volunteers were generally scheduled in 
monthly rotations for each of the Sunday 
services (7:30 and 10:30 a.m.), giving the 
greeters a four or five-week string of Sun-
days to greet at one of the services.
     Slots were being filled for the 2014 
schedule. Volunteers were encouraged for 
this simple but important ministry – where 
people experience the joy of greeting and 
putting a smile on the faces those they 
greet, and on their own!
     The greeters were planning a very short 
and simple review and training session 
with the assistance of Fr. Dwight in the 
near future.
     – Keith H. Busking served as coordinator of 
the Greeters
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     Children’s Sunday school classes used 
three curriculums, based upon a variety of 
factors including age of the children, level 
of learning, liturgical basis, potential to 
engage the children, and finally, costs.
     In toddler through third grades, major 
Bible stories and stories of church history 
are reinforced in Godly Play, a Montessori- 
based method of teaching the Bible. The 
teachers are Tina Robinson, Cathy Mills, 
John Frank, Vicky Bratton, Roger Neufeldt, 
and Sara Mercer.
     The fourth and fifth grade class uses 
Living Holy, which explores Christian liv-
ing. The class looks at the early church, 
the Episcopal Church, and patterns of life 
that encompass people, space, time, and 
words. Children explore special places in 
the church and engage in theological reflec-
tion. They also learn to discern and discuss 
Biblical values in some popular children’s 
movies. The teachers are Carol Behrens and 
Becky Hoyt.
     The junior high and high school classes 
use the Journey to Adulthood curriculum. 
Teachers for this cycle are Ulli Nollert and 
Kristen Shelton, Rite 13; Kathryn Kiester 
and Brad Wilson, J2A; and Jonathan and 
Danyel Siler, Young Adults in the Church.
     This year the budget for Christian For-
mation was increased, which allowed for 
the purchase of many new items in addi-
tion to some of our usual purchases. These 
included:  curriculum and teaching materi-
als for Godly Play classes, supplemental 
curriculum for the Living Holy class, paint 
and related supplies for the J2A classroom, 
licenses for Journey to Adulthood curricu-
lum and to show videos in classes, Vacation 
Bible School supplies, Advent and Easter 
supplies, training materials for Safeguard-
ing God’s People, a children’s chapel litur-
gical guide, and “Sunday Papers” for the 

clipboards used by children in church. This 
increase in budget made a big difference 
across the board in Christian Formation, 
and there was even enough to purchase 
new halos, wings, and sheppard crooks for 
the Christmas pageant, gifts and big cookies 
for the graduating high school seniors, and 
snacks for classrooms (though many par-
ents frequently brought snacks to share).
     At various times throughout the year, 
there were special activities to celebrate the 
“feasts” and holidays of the church, as well 
as certain St. John’s traditions. 
     The season of Advent began with mak-
ing Advent wreaths, and December brought 
St. Nicholas, and the annual pageant. 
Easter included stuffing plastic eggs with 
trinkets and candy on Holy Saturday, and 
on Easter Sunday, eggs were “hidden” and 
children searched for them on the church 
lawn. Vacation Bible School was held in 
July.  

Nursery
     The nursery was staffed by a group of 
wonderful young women who were dedi-
cated and reliable. The size of the nursery 
staff had doubled in recent times, in order 
to better serve the church by offering the 
nursery at times other than Sunday morn-
ing. Cabinets were installed in the baby 
room for safer and more efficient storage. 
New workers were Desirae Robinson (in-
tern), Sasha Reese, and Jessie Zoller. They 
joined Amy Schones, and our supervisor, 
Mary Ann White.

Children’s chapel
     Children’s Chapel used a rotation of 
volunteers to help with the average of 10-15 
children who attended weekly, during the

(continued on p. 11)

E D U C AT I O N
A lifetime Christian formation

 

Education
for Ministry 
Education for Ministry 
is a four-year intensive 
study designed to 
deepen Christian faith, 
by studying the bible, 
church history and 
theological ideas.  After 
a yearlong hiatus (fall 
2012, spring 2013), the 
group started meeting 
again in the fall of 2013. 
With the help of mentor, 
Anne Harris, a small 
group discovered how 
they could personally 
respond to the call to 
Christian service. 
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(continued from p. 10)
10:30 a.m. worship service. Children con-
tinued to take active parts in the service, 
which mirrors what others are doing in the 
“big church” service.
     Volunteers this year were Rob Green, 
Sarah Flanagan, Carmen Wilcox, and Crys-
tal and Blake Munsey.

Safeguarding God’s Children
     In addition to Safeguarding God’s Chil-
dren training, staff and other lay ministers 
in leadership positions also had Safeguard-
ing God’s People training, for the recogni-
tion and prevention of sexual harassment 
and sexual exploitation of all people. Pam 
attended the “Train the Trainer” work-
shop, then began the process of identifying 
those in positions of authority or super-
vision. To date, 46 people had taken the 
training. Another 16 people were trained 
in Safeguarding God’s Children this year, 
including new teachers and those renewing 
their certification.    
     – Submitted by Pam Brown, minister of 
Christian Formation; Stephanie Abla served 
as the “banner chair” for Christian Forma-
tion; and Rob and Courtney Green, as minis-
ters of Youth Activities 

Fledglings
     Fledglings, the “pre-youth group” for 
Kindergarten through fifth grade, started off 
2013 with their own rocking tradition: their 
Third Annual Wii Dance Party. Winter 
and spring brought many outdoor activities 
and a day hike in Martin Park and Nature 
Center for Fledglings.  
     As a service project they also took crafts 
to Holiday Heights. One of the biggest high-
lights was welcoming the baby of two of 
their leaders, Matt and Catherine Wilson. 
The Fledglings worked with the youth to 
create banners that welcomed home mother 
and son from the hospital. 

     Severe weather in May post-poned the 
usual “fly up” until fall, when seven Fledg-
lings became part of the youth group and 
several kindergarteners were welcomed into 
the lair. The group developed a rule of life 
to govern their interactions and all signed 
on for a wonderful start to the fall semester.  
The fall semester consisted of crafts, games, 
and a Saturday hike to Sutton wilderness.   
They ended the year with a Christmas 
movie and snacks. Fledglings were looking 
forward to a wonderful 2014, filled with 
service, hiking, crafts, games and movies. 
     – Kathryn Kiester, and Catherine and 
Matt Wilson, coordinated the Fledglings.

Journey to Adulthood
    The Journey to Adulthood group com-
pleted their class together this year, and em-
barked on a summer pilgrimage. The J2A 
members, along with their adult sponsors, 
successfully completed the final fundraising 
for the trip through “Casserole Crusades,” 
an auction at the annual Mardi Gras party, 
yard work and other service to parishio-
ners, and a rummage sale. 
     In July, they traveled to Holy Cross 
Monastery in New York for a pilgrimage.  
They spent the majority of their trip at the 
monastery engaged in service, learning, 
and meditation. Group members fondly 
recall their time spent with the monks and 
appreciated gaining a new spiritual perspec-
tive. Near the end of the trip, they traveled 
to New York City, where they visited some 
popular attractions and continued to enjoy 
spending time as a group. Trip participants 
were James Bratton, Emma Brown, Kather-
ine Boone, J Marcum, Sam Hoyt, and Mary 
Davis. Adult sponsors were Ruth Elassal, 
Owen Mills, and Ally and Mark Kasulis. 
The group is very thankful to all the sup-
port from the St. John’s congregation.  
     – Ruth Elassal, Owen Mills and Bill 
Qualls served as mentors for J2A  

Wildmen 
The “Wildmen” group of 
the past has morphed 
into a book discus-
sion group that now 
includes women.  Last 
year, the group read and 
discussed two books:  
“The Blank Slate: The 
Modern Denial of Hu-
man Nature”, by Steven 
Pinker, and “The Swerve: 
How the World Became 
Modern”, by Stephen 
Greenblatt.  Ulli Nollert 
coordinates this group 
that meets on Wednes-
day’s at 5:30.  
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Youth Group
     In 2013 the youth group continued to 
focus on building a cohesive and uncon-
ditional community of young folks, based 
upon the basic Christian tenant of loving 
your neighbor as yourself. Their Sunday 
evening activities were a mixture of fun, 
service, and education.  
     In March, the group went on a camping 
trip to Big Bend National Park located in 
far southwest Texas. Eighteen students and 
six adults journeyed to this majestic des-
ert for a wonderful trip. During this time 
the group enjoyed hiking, cooking simple 
meals, singing, worshiping, and mostly 
enjoying each other’s company against the 
backdrop of other-worldly plants, towering 
canyon bluffs, the starriest of starry skies 
and no distractions from technology.  
     The group was grateful to have a new 
15-passenger van to take on the trip. The 
van was purchased with funds from their 
own fundraising, money donated by the 
Episcopal Church Women’s group, a private 
gift, and money from the rector’s challenge 
fund.   
     In May the youth group led a 10:30 a.m. 
worship service with contemporary music, 
made up of their passionate voices, guitars, 
drums, a flute, a cello, and a violin. They 
spent several weeks rehearsing music and 
working through the nuances of the service.  

At the end of May a large group of volun-
teers, including youth group members and 
adults, traveled to Watonga, in western 
Oklahoma, to lead a Vacation Bible School 
at the Whirlwind Mission. St. John’s people 
worked with parishioners from All Saints 
in Duncan, and the The Rev. Jim Kee-Rees 
and members of the Whirlwind Mission, to 
provide an engaging, loving and healthy en-
vironment for children in the community.  
Over the three-day Vacation Bible School, 
participants made many crafts, listened to 
miraculous stories of Jesus and his minis-
try, and had lots of fun among kids of all 
ages.  
     In the fall, youth group started again 
with record numbers! In the month of 
September there were at least 30 partici-
pants in grades 6 through 12 participating 
on Sunday nights. If the group continued to 
maintain a large size, thought will have to 
be given to additional transportation.  
     The fall was filled with fun outdoor 
activities, service activities, and meaningful 
Advent activities including caroling. 
     They look forward to a trip to Devil’s 
Den State Park near Fayetteville, Ark., in 
the spring.      
     – The Youth Group was led by Rob and 
Courtney Green, with assistance from Casey 
and Sarah Wilson.
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     St. John’s Episcopal Church has been 
part of the Norman community for more 
than 120 years, and not just in a literal, 
geographical sense.
     So many individual members, past and 
present, have made an indelible impact on 
Norman and the University of Oklahoma. 
One of the ways we do this collectively, as 
a church, is through the outreach commit-
tee which, as the name infers, reaches out 
to the community and responds to needs in 
loving ways.
     This was no different, Outreach lent as-
sistance to individuals, families and orga-
nizations, positively affecting hundreds of 
lives when they needed it most. The most 
stunning examples of outreach this year 
came in the aftermath of the tornadoes 
and storms that ripped through Moore and 
other parts of Cleveland and neighboring 
counties in late May.
     Like many Episcopal churches in Okla-
homa right after the storms, St. John’s 
collected monetary donations that were 
forwarded to the diocesan office, which 
provided a central and streamlined location 
assisting victims, whether they were Epis-
copalians or not, and meeting a variety of 
needs.
     Meanwhile, St. John’s received calls and 
e-mails from people living in several states, 
from Nebraska to Louisiana and beyond, 
who wanted to come and help with the 
Moore cleanup effort, or to bring much-
needed supplies to residents and workers. 
Outreach connected those eager and kind 
volunteers to the people “on the ground” 
who could direct them on where to volun-
teer or bring their items.
     Most Outreach activities, though, were, 
thankfully, not connected to tragic events 

that grab international headlines. However, 
they do benefit people who were struggling 
or continuing to deal with their own eco-
nomic crises.
     The cool thing about last year, though, 
was the number of those involved through 
the church in efforts to help carry out this 
mission. Several people, from longtime 
members to St. John’s “rookies,” joined the 
committee during the second half of 2013, 
ready to pitch in. Their combined efforts 
really helped, particularly with holiday 
activities.
     The following is a breakdown of Out-
reach activities – which committee mem-
bers could not have administered without 
the caring and generous financial support 
of the St. John’s vestry and scores of other 
church members and friends.
 
Outreach office
    The epicenter of year-round outreach 
activity is the church’s Outreach office, 
located in a small but sufficient room just 
inside the church’s east lobby entrance. It’s 
a place where people experiencing emer-
gency or on-going financial difficulties can 
receive short-term assistance with basic 
needs – or find out where other types of 
help is available.
     The most common type of assistance 
given is with groceries that are donated by 
church members and kept stocked in the of-
fice. According to the client log maintained 
by Outreach office volunteers, a little more 
than 100 families received food. The office 
also gave $1,564 in utility assistance that 
helped clients either keep their electricity 
or gas on, or get service restored.
     Office volunteers – Freddie Karcher, 

(continued on p. 14) 

OUTREACH
Meeting local needs with loving service
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Suzette McDowell, Leo Pierpont and 
Andrea Conway – also helped people get 
emergency gas money and, in special cases, 
partial assistance with rent. They also 
handed out coats and jackets that were kept 
in the office, though most clothing needs 
were met through referrals in cooperation 
with the Outreach Store (not affiliated with 
the church) near the eastside Wal-Mart.
     The Outreach office continued to be 
open noon to 2 p.m. on Mondays and 
Wednesdays to serve people in the commu-
nity on a drop-in basis.
     The ability to give the aforementioned 
coats and jackets was given a tremendous 
boost this year by the annual coat drive in 
November, which yielded dozens of coats. 
Once again, church members came through 
big time when notified of a need.
 
Santa Ministry
     While the Outreach office helps people 
throughout the year, the committee’s big-
gest seasonal project is the Santa Ministry, 
which provided gifts of clothing, toys and 
other items for families with acute financial 
need, as well as residents of long-term care 
and nursing homes. Three families and 
residents of five care facilities, altogether 
totaling a little more than 100 individuals, 
received gifts through the Santa Ministry in 
2013. 
     A core of committee volunteers (special 
thanks to Jill Karcher) and donors worked 
especially hard this year to make sure 
everyone was taken care of. Their tasks 
ranged from planning the ministry, identi-
fying needy recipients and fundraising to 
language translation and transportation of 
gifts.
     Beyond the core volunteers were doz-
ens of church members who picked one or 
more ornaments off the Santa Ministry tree 
and bought gifts requested on each orna-
ment, took part in an evening of shopping 
for additional gifts to fill requests, helped 
with the wrapping of all those gifts, and/
or donated money – which was absolutely 
vital in covering the $1,604 spent this year.
     Santa Ministry started a little early this 

year, as the three families also received 
groceries for a fully delicious and satisfy-
ing traditional Thanksgiving meal that the 
families, according to feedback, greatly ap-
preciated.
 
Community support
     St. John’s outreach efforts have long 
extended to projects and organizations 
beyond the church, and this year was no 
exception. The committee voted to make 
the following monetary donations to com-
munity organizations that provide crucial 
services to Norman-area residents: $1,200 
to Health for Friends, $900 to Food and 
Shelter Inc., $900 to Mission Norman, and 
$250 to New Hope, a ministry for children 
with incarcerated parents.
     In addition:
     – Andrea Marler did a great job of lead-
ing a group of volunteers that prepare a 
tasty spaghetti lunch once each month at 
Food and Shelter.
     – Connie Andruss continued her dili-
gence in collecting food items and personal 
supplies for the Women’s Resource Center, 
and distributing them; a basket for the 
items is placed at the west entrance to the 
church for collections at Sunday services.
     – Jim Frazier worked with the Okla-
homa Blood Institute in organizing blood 
drives at the church.
     – About 10 St. John’s members par-
ticipated in the annual Cleveland County 
CROP Walk to fight hunger locally and 
abroad, and several others who didn’t walk 
donated money to the cause.
     With the influx of new members, even 
greater community involvement was an-
ticipated for 2014. The Outreach commit-
tee looked forward to helping more people 
in this new year, as an expression of our 
Christian faith and compassion. As com-
mittee chair, conveyed his heart-felt thanks 
and appreciation to every person who 
contributed “time, talents and/or treasure” 
to outreach endeavors. “We truly could not 
have done any of this work without them – 
and certainly not without God’s blessings,” 
he said.
     – James Tyree served as chair of Outreach
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     Bless all whose lives are closely linked with 
ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.
     As members of the earthly Body of 
Christ, we are called to seek and serve 
Christ in each other. Pastoral Care was an 
integral part of that mission. Members of 
the congregation who were homebound or 
in the hospital were linked to the commu-
nity through Pastoral Care.
     Throughout the year, members of the 
St. John’s community maintained that link 
mainly through Eucharistic visiting, with 
eight parishioners who take communion 
to members of the congregation who are 
homebound or in nursing centers. Each 
visitor served monthly, on Sunday after-
noons, bringing communion, along with 
news and photos of our church family, and 
a friendly presence.
     Pastoral Care benefited from the addition 
of The Rev. Susan Lindley, a retired priest 
who helped with hospital visits and helped 
enhance the level care. The list of members 
who benefited from pastoral care was grow-
ing. More volunteers would help the cur-
rent, dedicated group, to visit each person 
more often. The group hoped to establish a 
system for neighborhood pastoral care.
     – Trish Frazier coordinated pastoral care

Daughters of the King
     Ongoing ministries included:
     – Daily intercessory prayer for the needs 
of this parish and other needs communi-
cated to the Daughters, as well as prayer 
for the diocese, the province, the Episcopal 
Church, and the world
     – Weekly delivery of the altar flowers 
to parishioners and others in hospitals and 
nursing homes, and homebound
     – Funeral receptions
     – Birthday cards sent to as many parish-
ioners as possible throughout the year, on 
behalf of the parish and rector
     – Praying for all parish members by 
name at the church on Good Friday
     – Palm cross making for Palm Sunday 
     Current officers of Martha Chapter were 

PASTORAL CARE
Barbara Laufersweiler, president; Joan 
Knudsen, vice president; Pam Brown and 
Gerry Brown, co-secretary; and Julie Knud-
sen, treasurer. 
     Anastasia Wickham and Francie White 
were admitted as members on August 28. In 
December, the chapter hosted a lunch that 
included current and past DOK members, 
Junior DOK members, and Sylvia Crucet, 
the current Diocesan President for DOK.   
     Any interested women were welcome to 
attend the Martha Chapter’s monthly gath-
erings, usually on the second Saturday, or 
contact chapter leadership with questions.

Junior Daughters of the King
    Junior DOK first started with six girls 
and has more than doubled in size with 
13 young ladies attending the meetings. 
Current Junior Daughters include Emma 
Brown, Katherine Boone, Sarah Boone, 
Catherine Bratton, Abbey Colijn, Ayn 
Linneman, Emily Merckx, Regan Wilcox, 
Mackynzie Kiester, Sarah Mullen, Maggie 
Siler, Savannah Shelton, and Gabby Beard.  
     The group meets on the first Sunday of 
each month for their regular meetings. On 
the third Sunday of each moth, the girls 
visit three nursing homes, Cedar Creek, 
Brookhaven Extensive Care, and Grace 
Living Center, along with other pastoral 
care visitors to lead songs and worship. Ad-
ditionally, some Junior Daughters accom-
pany senior daughters on flower deliveries 
and visits to hospitals, nursing homes and 
homebound parishioners.  
     They recently started collecting items 
for Second Chance Animal Sanctuary.  This 
is an ongoing service project and different 
items are collected each month.  
     Officers for the Junior Daughters are: 
Emma Brown, President; Mack Kiester, 
Vice President; Abbey Colijn, Secretary; 
Katherine Boone, Treasurer; Maggie Siler 
and Sarah Boone, Social Chairs; Emily 
Mercx, Historian; Ayn Linneman, Commu-
nications.  Pam Brown and Cathy Wilson 
lead and mentor this group, which is the 
only active chapter in the state.   
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S T.  J O H N’ S  F O U N DAT I O N

CLERGY – The Rev. Dwight N. Helt, rector.  STAFF – Olivia Buthod, organist/choirmaster; Pam Brown, minister of Christian Formation; Rob 
and Courtney Green, youth activities ministers; Courtney Green, special projects; Kathryn Kiester/Merrie Beard, financial assistant; Chris 
Brown, sexton; Twila Smith, communications. WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES – 7:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Sundays; 10 a.m., Tuesdays; 
6:30 p.m., Wednesdays.  CHURCH OFFICE HOURS – 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Monday-Thursday.

     The St. John’s Episcopal Church Foun-
dation strived to insure that St. John’s 
Church will continue its presence in Nor-
man far into the future, honoring the 
dedication and vision of all those who have 
devoted their time and treasure in the past. 
St John’s has always overcome hard times 
and divisive issues to remain a place for 
worship, learning, and outreach.  
     Driven by their love for the church and 
their deep desire to build a solid foundation 
upon which the church could rely in the 
event of unforeseen economic or natural 
disasters, a group of dedicated parishioners 
worked tirelessly to raise awareness of the 
true nature of the church’s financial frailty.  
Through their Gift Annuity Initiative this 
year, three couples hosted numerous wine 
and cheese evenings in their homes to share 
their vision – that by naming the Founda-
tion as the beneficiary of a gift annuity once 
a year, an individual or couple could build 
an endowment that would generate enough 
income to provide that family’s annual 
pledge in perpetuity. The result of these 
gatherings was the underwriting of 10 gift 
annuities, with an estimated future value 
to the Foundation of more than $60,000, 
plus several to be funded early in 2014 that 
could push the total towards $100,000. 
There were additional cash contributions of 

$5,000. Jerry and Lee Smith, Kay and John 
Christiansen, and Ben and Jane Benedum 
are making a difference through their 
efforts, and inspird us all to prayerfully 
consider not only our pledges but our role 
working for the long-term financial stability 
of St. John’s church.  
     Long time parishioner Jack Kasulis re-
minded us that the Foundation was not just 
for those in or nearing retirement making 
maturing life-income gifts and estate be-
quests. Anyone could make even the small-
est cash donation to the Foundation, or con-
tribute almost any kind of asset with value. 
Even small gifts contributed to endowed 
assets of the Foundation that were allowed 
to grow and generate income – helping to 
protect the programs and infrastructure of 
the church during economic downturns 
affecting the ability of parishioners to make 
or increase their pledges. The Foundation 
was the “safety net” for the financial needs 
of the church and provided the means to 
take advantage of unforeseen opportunities 
as they arise.
     - Directors of the Foundation are Bill Heth-
erington, Jerry Smith, Anne Morgan, Tom 
Sherman, Mike Muncy, Joe Hopper, and Kevin 
McGehee. Byron Jackson, in his capacity as 
Senior Warden, served as an ex officio member 
of the board. 
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Beverley Marks, January 25

Martha Lunger, February 27

Marci Stockwell, April 7

Sandee Coogan, May 22

Jere Agar, June 7

John W. Lloyd, Sr., June 7

Sara Maisano, June 27

Alan Grubb, September 22

Bill Stone, October 24

Sher Merrell, December 20

Ralph Gamel, December 26

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y


