
   When you give to Episcopal Campus 

Ministry: 

$25 takes three students to lunch 

$50 pays the electric bill for the Cheshire 

House, the gathering place for students 
$100 pays partial scholarship for a mission 

trip 

Christmas greetings  
from Cheshire House to your house! 

                   By Christopher Franz 

   When I first arrived at the Episcopal Campus 

Ministry almost four and a half years ago, I was 

welcomed with open arms. I did not know then 

that ECM would come to be a huge part of my 
life as an N.C. State student, that I would end up 

living in an intentional Christian community, 

and I certainly did not expect that some of the 

most important lessons that I would learn during 

my time at NCSU would come to me through 

ECM. Learning more about who I am as Chris-

tian likely never even entered into my mind as I 

began this part of my journey as a freshman. But 

yet, here I sit, tapping away at a keyboard, and I 

cannot help but notice that I have undergone 

quite a spiritual and personal transformation 

over these years. 
   I remember some of the first events that I at-

tended ... that first Sunday service, when Eliza 

met up with me to walk with me to the Cheshire 

House. Soon thereafter, I was on a beach retreat 

with this group of wonderful people whom I had 

only just met. We went to the Episcopal Farm-

worker Ministry; I do not remember why I 

signed up to go. But I am very glad I did; there, 

my eyes were opened there to the world of social 

justice. This is probably the moment where 

                      (Continued inside) 

   Here are some exciting events for this 

semester: 

New: Freshmen lunch on NCSU campus 

Weekly Candlelight Compline and cook-

ies with the Methodists and Lutherans on 
campus 

Basement refinished by Advisory Board 

volunteers – Don Blankenship and Vaughn 

Wagoner 

Blessing of the Animals 

Bishop Anne’s visit 
Prepared dinner for Wake Hospitality 

Network children 

Coming up:  

Angel Tree – buying gifts for Episcopal 

Farmworker children 

Advent Lessons and Carols and greening 
of the Cheshire House 

We have 12 new people at ECM! 

Your money means a lot! 

We’ve been busy A reflection on a journey  

“I have undergone quite a spir-

itual and personal transfor-
mation over these years” 

thanks to Episcopal Campus 
Ministry, says Christopher 

Franz, a senior, shown serving 
soup at Cheshire House. 



   At this Christmas season you can make a difference in a young adult’s life  
by making a gift to ECM in honor of or thanksgiving for  

someone. An acknowledgement will be sent to the honoree.  

   Stop Hunger Now sponsors meal packing events, and sends those 

meals to the needy around the world.  

   I believe that the program entirely distinguishes itself from other 

food drives or charity events. The focus isn't on your donation, but 

on your physical presence and participation. It is eye-opening to 
look at the meals we produce, and to know that the contents may be 

all a child has to eat.  

   When is the last time most of these college kids had no option but 

dehydrated soy, rice, and a scoop of veggie mix? The program vol-

unteers do a great job educating participants on global hunger and 

emphasizing why the work done is so important to so many people. 

   It is humbling and motivating to know that a couple hours and a 

little bit of energy can make an impact. Somewhere in the world, 

someone will be eating the meals we packaged. It is humbling, but 

also encouraging to play a hands on (literally) role. 

                                                    Kayla Parrish, NCSU sophomore  

   My dogs are my family. I 

see them as my children and, 

like any loving parent, I al-

ways want to take them with 

everywhere I go!   
   The blessing of the animals 

service is one of my favorites 

because, well, my children 

come with me but also be-

cause we take the time to 

recognize the integral role 

animals have in our socie-

ty.  I think we sometimes 

forget how important ani-

mals are to our health, our 

safety, and our happiness and 

that God created each ani-
mal, not just humans.  It is a 

day where we can truly rec-

ognize and “love all of 

God’s creations.”   

   I know my dogs loved going to the service and from what I have 

heard, everyone loved having them!  It was a fun way for all of us 

at ECM to bond with one another and our furry family members.  

                                               Gabrielle Robbins, NCSU freshman  

Blessing of the animals  

reminds us of their gifts 
                      (Continued from front page) 

my understanding of Christianity transformed from being 

just some deeply personal but highly abstract philosophical 

concept to an understanding of “living the Faith.” 

In Washington, D.C., that first year, we went to work with 
the homeless population. I remember realizing that that 

homeless man, the one everybody just walks by, is named 

Oscar and has a story to tell. That if I look into the face of 

poverty and destitution, I can see the face of Jesus. 

   I cannot possibly recount every step of the journey that I 

have made, the journey that I am still making, and the 

journey that I will make. During my sophomore year, I 

lived with two others, Sam Kenny and Eliza Marth, in an 

intentional community, with the immense support and 

guidance of Mother Deborah and the Advisory Board. I 

began to learn there what it means to live in Christian 

community. Living intentionally, with a commitment to 
two other people, is fundamentally different from sharing a 

structure with a couple of people for the sake of conven-

ience. Many of us have taken Communion for years, since 

we were children. It is a ritual, something that we do to 

remember and to be with Jesus, who died for us and our 

salvation. But I think that my experience in the intentional 

community really helped me to understand how much 

more than that this communion is; we as Christians live in 

a community, and Jesus has a presence for and in every 

person. For me, Holy Communion is not just something to 

do in church, but it is a way of life. I know that I have a lot 
of work to do, but my experience in the intentional com-

munity set a foundation for this very different type of un-

derstanding of what it means to live with others intention-

ally, and the difference, as Bishop Curry preached, be-

tween sharing a house and sharing a home. 

   Episcopal Campus Ministry has been a major part of my 

life and learning at N.C. State. It has helped me to find a 

balance between my academic obligations and being 

grounded as a person, and has helped me to keep things in 

perspective – it is very easy, as a student, to get so caught 

up in the daily cycle of crawling out of bed, going to class, 

taking exams, procrastinating, doing work,  and getting to 
bed really late. It is easy in this environment to forget who 

I am, and that I am on a spiritual journey as well. Whether 

it is the Sunday service, the Wednesday meetings, or other 

events it is important to be able to go to church to re-

center, take a step back, remember that there is a bigger 

world out there, and to be present with others. 

   With only a few weeks until I graduate, I do not know 

where life will lead me; that’s alright. The group that wel-

comed me to ECM years ago has mostly moved on, and a 

wonderful group of people has since joined us. I have en-

joyed my time with ECM, sharing in community with peo-
ple that I love. It has been my honor and privilege to be an 

ECMer, and I leave knowing that I have been a part of 

something that is truly special. 

Packing meals for the hungry 

A reflection on a journey 

Gabrielle and friends at ECM. 

   Contact the Rev. Deborah Fox, chaplain for Episcopal Campus 

Ministry, at deborah.fox@ecm-raleigh.org or 919-834-2428;  

2208 Hope St. Raleigh NC 27607, http://ecm-raleigh.dionc.org/. 

How to reach us 

mailto:deborah.fox@ecm-raleigh.org
http://ecm-raleigh.dionc.org/

