
Holy Eucharist 
At the vigil of the Feast of the 

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
!

!
!
Voluntary 

Liturgy of the Word 
Entrance Rite 

At the sound of the bell, all stand and sing the following hymn.  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Hymn                 Angels from the realms of glory 

!  !
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!
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. !
The following hymn is sung, all standing !
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Hymn                  Angels we have heard on high 

!  
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!  !
The Collect of the Day !
The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. !
The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your 
only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our 
Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be 
our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. !

People  Amen. !
The Lessons !
The people sit. The first lesson is read by “the prophet Isaiah.” !
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah !
How beautiful upon the mountains  

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,  
who brings good news,  

who announces salvation,  
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,  
together they sing for joy;  

for in plain sight they see  
the return of the LORD to Zion.  
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Break forth together into singing,  
you ruins of Jerusalem;  

for the LORD has comforted his people,  
he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

The LORD has bared his holy arm  
before the eyes of all the nations;  

and all the ends of the earth shall see  
the salvation of our God.  !

After the Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. !
A Psalm follows the Reading. 

Psalm 98 
The Psalm is sung by all to the hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” !
1.  Sing to the Lord new songs; proclaim  

What marvels have been done  
And whose right hand and holy arm  
Such victories have won. 

2.  The victory, Lord, you won  
Is now to all made known;  
To all the world your righteousness  
Has openly been shown. !

3.  Lord, you recall for Israel  
Your love and faithfulness;  
To all the earth your victory  
Has been made manifest. 

4.  All nations shout with joy;  
Lift up your voice and sing.  
Sing to our Lord God with the harp;  
Let harp and voices ring. !

5.  With trumpets and the sound of horns  
Rejoice before the Lord;  
From all who dwell on land and sea  
Let praises be outpoured. 

6. Let hills ring out with joy;  
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Let rivers clap their hands.  
In righteousness shall all be judged,  
In equity all lands. !

The second reader, “the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews,” then says 

A Reading from the epistle to the Hebrews 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is 
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
"You are my Son;  

today I have begotten you"?  
Or again,  
"I will be his Father,  

and he will be my Son"?  
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  
"Let all God's angels worship him."  
Of the angels he says,  
"He makes his angels winds,  

and his servants flames of fire."  
But of the Son he says, 
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,  

and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.  
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  
therefore God, your God, has anointed you  

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."  
And, 
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,  

and the heavens are the work of your hands;  
they will perish, but you remain;  

they will all wear out like clothing;  
like a cloak you will roll them up,  

and like clothing they will be changed.  
But you are the same,  
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and your years will never end."  !
After the Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. !!



!9

 

All sing the first verse of the following hymn.   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

!  !
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Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying !
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
!
Gospel Lesson     Gospel According to John 1:1-14  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
!
After the Gospel, the Deacon says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. !
The Sermon 
Sermon for Christmas Eve:  A Pageant !
Mark, the Evangelist:  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet, "Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who 
shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight--" John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the 
country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a 
leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. 



!11

 

!
All sing the first verse of the following hymn.  Remain seated. !

!  
An Episcopal Priest:  The Gospel according to Mark begins with John the Baptist 
ranting and raving in the wilderness.  The writers of Matthew’s and Luke’s gospel, 
however, wanted to include a narrative of Jesus’ birth.  All great men have stories told of 
their birth.  Jesus, greatest of them all, needed the story of his birth told. 
 Luke begins his telling of the birth in this way… !
Luke, the Evangelist:  In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechari'ah, of the division of Abi'jah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 



!12

 

commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving as 
priest before God when his division was on duty, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the 
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 
And Zechari'ah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said 
to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechari'ah, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be great before the Lord, and he 
shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 
his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and 
he will go before him in the spirit and power of Eli'jah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared." And Zechari'ah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, 
who stand in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this 
good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these 
things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time." And the people were waiting for Zechari'ah, and they wondered at his delay 
in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that 
he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb.  !
Episcopal Priest:  As you can see, Luke’s gospel begins with a story concerning John’s 
birth… !
Luke, the Evangelist:  And when Zechari'ah’s time of service was ended, he went to his 
home. After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, 
saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take away 
my reproach among men."  !
Episcopal Priest:  However, Matthew’s gospel begins… !
Matthew, the Evangelist:  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found 
to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
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angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne 
a son; and he called his name Jesus. !
Episcopal Priest:  Luke also talks about Joseph, but first he tells of Mary, we call this 
story “the annunciation”... !
Luke, the Evangelist:  In Elizabeth’s sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, "Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said 
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there will be no end." And Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be, since I 
have no husband?" And the angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For with 
God nothing will be impossible." And Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.  !
 Soloist   Ave Maria               Franz Schubert !
Episcopal Priest:  The gospel of Luke continues… !
Luke the Evangelist:  In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a city of Judah, and she entered the house of Zechari'ah and greeted Elizabeth. And 
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the voice of your greeting 
came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord."  !
And Mary said,  !
Soloist     Magnificat            McDowell Fogle 

Refrain:   My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit delights 
in God my Savior, Alleluia. 

Verse:   For God wonderful in power has used that strength for me, Holy 
the name of the Lord, whose mercy embraces the faithful. (ref) 
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!
Verse:  The mighty arm of God scatters the proud in their conceit, pulls 

tyrants from their thrones and raises up the humble. (ref) !
Verse:  God rescues His servant, recalling the promise of mercy, the 

promise made to our ancestors to Abraham’s heirs forever. (ref) !
And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her home.  !
Episcopal Priest:  Mary, as you will see, was not the only one singing… !
Luke, the Evangelist:  Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave 
birth to a son. And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy 
to her, and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the 
child; and they would have named him Zechari'ah after his father, but his mother said, 
"Not so; he shall be called John." And they said to her, "None of your kindred is called by 
this name." And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him called. 
And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, "His name is John." And they all marveled. 
And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing 
God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through 
all the hill country of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, 
"What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord was with him.  !
And his father Zechari'ah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,  !
Soloist    Canticle of Zechariah       Tune: Forest Green !
1  Blessed be the God of Israel  who comes to set us free and raises up new hope for 

us: a branch from David’s tree. So have the prophets long declared  that with a 
mighty arm God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 

2  With promised mercy will God still  the covenant recall, the oath once sworn to 
Abraham, from foes to save us all, that we might worship without  fear and offer 
lives of praise, in holiness and righteousness  to serve God all our days. 

3  My child, as prophet of the Lord  you will prepare the way, to tell God’s people 
they are saved  from sin’s eternal sway. Then shall God’s mercy from on high  

shine forth and never cease to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace. !
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the day 
of his manifestation to Israel. !
Episcopal Priest:  And that, according to Luke, is how John came to be in the wilderness 
in the first place. !
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There is, however, more to tell… !
Luke, the Evangelist:  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirin'i-us was governor of 
Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be 
delivered.  And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  !!
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Congregation sings the first verse of the following hymn.

!
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!  
Luke the Evangelist:  And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to 
them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to 
all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger."  !
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is 
pleased!"  !!
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The congregation sings the first verse of the following hymn. 

!
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!  
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us." And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. And when they saw it they made known the saying which had been 
told them concerning this child; and all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. !!
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The congregation sings the first verse of the following hymn.

!



!21

 

!  !
Narrator, an Episcopal Priest:  Matthew’s gospel doesn’t tell the story about the 
shepherds, but he does tell of the visitation of wise men. !
Matthew, the Evangelist:  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have 
come to worship him."  !
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the 
prophet:  'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'"  !!
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The congregation sings the first verse of the following hymn.

!



!23

 

!  
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him." When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had 
seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was.   
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the 
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  !
Narrator, an Episcopal Priest:  And that is the way they tell the story of Jesus’ birth. !

!
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The congregation sings the following hymn. 

!  

!  
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Following the hymn, all stand and say the creed. !
The Nicene Creed !
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. !
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The Prayers of the People !
The Leader and People pray responsively !
We pray for the Church; 
Fill our hearts with your goodwill. !
We pray for all who hold authority in the nations of the world; 
Fill the earth with your peace. !
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
May they be delivered from their distress !
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. !
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. !
Silence !
The People may add their own petitions. !
The Celebrant adds the following concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and to be born [this night] of a young maiden: Grant that we, who have been 
born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the 
same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. !

The Peace !
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. !
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

!
!
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!
The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture. !
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is 
the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11 !
O Holy Night                                                                                               Adam                   !
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and 
money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are 
presented and placed on the Altar. !
The Great Thanksgiving !
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. !
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. !
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of 
sin, and receive power to become your children. !
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: !!
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!
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. !
The people stand (or kneel). !
Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. !
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. !
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” !
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” !
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, !
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; !!
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!
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. !
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. !
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us,  
we are bold to say,  !
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever. Amen.  !!
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!
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. !
A period of silence is kept. !
Then may be sung or said 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] !
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. !
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the 
people. !
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] !
During the ministration of Communion, hymns, psalms, or anthems may be sung, ending 
with Hymn #101 Away in the Manger sung by all. !
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!!

!  !
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. !
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage 
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. !!
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!
Lighting of Candles and the singing of Silent Night. !

!  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!
Celebrant prays: 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on 
earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. !
The Priest may bless the people. !
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

!
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The following hymn is then sung.

!
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!  !
The Deacon dismisses them with these words !
Deacon  Let us go forth into the world, 

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia.  Alleluia. !
Voluntary


