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  3207 Montana Avenue 
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  Church Office….513-661-1154 
  Church Fax…….513-661-1031              
  Office Email…...admin@stjamescincy.org 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Notices 
 

 At times of need or sorrow, please call the clergy. 
 

 In the case of communicants, the sacrament of Holy Matrimony and the Order for the Burial of the Dead 
should always be held in the Church. 

 

 Before any plans are made or announced for the  sacrament of Holy Baptism or Holy Matrimony, please  
consult the priest. In the case of Holy Matrimony, we need 30 days notice. 

 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation of a Penitent is always available by appointment with the priest. 
 

 If you have an email address, please let us know so that breaking news can be forwarded to you. If your  
email address should change, notify us stjames.admin@fuse.net. 

 
 Remember St. James in your will. God’s work is supported by the tithes and sacrificial offerings of God’s  

people. 
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FROM THE RECTOR 
People who are in pain are often afraid of making things worse, and that fear 
prevents them from really doing things on their own." (Mary Beth Knight - Fit-
ness Instructor) 
 
For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of power and love and discipline. 
(2 Timothy 1:7) (American Standard Version)  
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
I hope you'll bear with me as I offer you a lengthy but hopefully 
worthwhile written reflection about some important ideas I've been 
praying about over the course of the last few months. These 
thoughts, from my perspective, reside at the foundation of the  
Autumn Stewardship and Programming endeavors we're working 
on together.  
 
We are confronting some real uncertainties about St. James’ life as a 
healthy church. I have come away from many recent encounters 
with church members with a deeper understanding of how much we 
have to offer one another. Clearly, the season is ripe for re-creating 
how we mature our discipleship in this place. Let me seek to explain 
my observations, candidly and compassionately. There's stress in 
our midst. Our financial picture, as Dean Windgassen discussed in a 
coffee hour meeting this summer and with the vestry in August is 
not sustainable without some significant adjustments in expenses, 
revenues, or both. We are spending a great deal more of money 
than we take in with pledges and plate offerings. We are significantly 
reducing the amount of funds we have in the Korton Fund and par-
ish endowments. We can tighten our belts beginning with reduc-
tions in staff like most companies and non-for profit agencies do 
and/or we can seek to fulfill our Christian mission in ways that at-
tract more people to live into this church's life. Not holding one 
another to account is not a reasonable option. Hoping that other 
people will show up with their checkbooks or that people will leave 
the church money in their wills are well intentioned but do not  
resolve root causes. Newcomers or aging congregants are not 
merely potential pledge units or the means for escaping a financial 
crisis. I view newcomers as guests Christ welcomes us to radically 
welcome and invite into the fuller life of this church. I believe that a 
healthy church engages people in ways that they wish to contribute  
(con’t on p. 2) 
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financially but more importantly through the sharing of 
their God-given gifts. We similarly invest time and energy 
into helping members of our community understand how 
to soundly estate plan and set aside legacy contributions. 
However, right now; we need people who have pledged in 
the past to pledge again. As these current economic trends 
continue, we also need to encourage one another to pledge 
a little more this year than last year. We need to explicitly 
explore additional opportunities for increasing revenues. 
These are some of the basic options that we have to con-
sider and take action upon, sooner rather than later.  
 
There are coincidental pastoral care and congregational 
challenges that we have brainstormed about since Febru-
ary's annual meeting. Let me boldly say that our church is 
standing at a place in its life where the people who worship, 
gather, share the sacraments, and involve themselves in this 
church's offerings must make hard and honest choices. We 
faithfully need to determine what our shared purpose at St. 
James is and should be. Do we believe that this place 
should continue serving the surrounding neighborhood as 
well as its members? Do we love this church or simply say 
that we do without actually expressing that love in visible 
ways? We must creatively decide what we should continue 
accomplishing as far as in-reach and outreach programs and 
ministries. It's conceivable but not necessarily probable that 
St. James Episcopal Church will continue to decline in Sun-
day attendance, pledge commitments and other measurable 
ways of understanding our congregational successes. It's 
similarly conceivable but not necessarily probable that St. 
James Episcopal Church will flourish and grow. It's possi-
ble that the status quo is sustainable for an indefinite period 
of time.  
 
Each of these options is measurable and observable. The 
outcome is based upon our shared abilities to choose pru-
dent, yet reasonable, risky possibilities. I don't know what 
outcome will happen. I understand that you hope that I'll 
provide security and a sense of calm. I can't promise you 
that outcome. I believe that continuing to act as the parish 
has lived over the past decade or two without rededicating 
ourselves to a shared sense of Christian mission will indeed 
lead to further decline in terms of church attendance, mis-
sion relevance, and community involvement. I likewise 
know that we have many, many longstanding and emerging 
programs that are healthy and budding with opportunities. I 
ultimately believe we should repent (have a change of heart) 
and recommit ourselves to our mission of being a center of 
worship and common life is visible and experienced so that 
members and guests alike seek and serve Jesus in one an-
other. Each and all of us are at this point where we must 
examine the legitimacy of our call to accomplish the work 
God through Jesus Christ. What is our shared purpose? Are 
we willingly courageous to accomplish it? 
 
Our stewardship campaign and autumn church year pro-
gramming provides everyone who states they love St. James 

              

 

to intentionally and prayerfully choose whether or not God is 
uniquely calling us to continue accomplishing Jesus' gospel 
here. In objective terms, this challenge means accounting for 
how much and why we pledge money to this church. It means 
how much, when and why we say yes when we volunteer. It 
means evaluating why we do or don't become further involved 
in St. James' outreach and evangelism. It means considering 
whether or not we're comfortable with the status quo. Will we 
focus on our own needs as well as make sacrifices on behalf of 
the vision that was established for St. James more than 100 
years ago? There are no guaranteed results. There is Christ's 
promise that he will be with us each and every step along The 
Way. 
 
Here's one refreshing example, I specifically notice this truth 
in terms of Dick Wesp's death and Alex Gartner's life. Dick's 
death, almost a year ago, was an enormous shock. There really 
wasn't any possible way of knowing in August that he would 
die in September. His death caused tremendous grief to his 
closest friends at St. James and around Cincinnati. We coped 
as best we could. I personally had to seek out grief counseling 
because Dick's death brought up all sorts of other personal 
deaths and losses for me that I hadn't worked out. One way of 
hopefully understanding this part of my story is that death did 
not have the final victory. What is becoming even more true 
each day is that Dick's death need not end with unresolved 
grief. Such work is really, really difficult. AND, there is new-
found energy, sparks of joy, and courageous and innovative 
talents and life in our church. Alex Gartner is restoring the 
beauty and holiness of music and the arts to St. James. Our 
church is transforming its life because of his presence. Our 
"footprint" in Westwood and around Cincinnati is new and 
promising. Dick's legacy is not dead even though he is mortally 
gone. It's being transformed. How we choose to embrace simi-
lar life/death experiences in the next 24 months is directly 
connected to how well we will do in achieving our common 
purpose as St. James Episcopal Church. 
 
I want to thank all of you for your presence and perseverance 
over the course of time here at St. James. Some of you have 
been here a little while. Many of you have been here for a long 
time. It's conceivable that there's never been a more important 
and transformational time in this parish's life. We have many 
options to respond to what we hold most dear to us as St. 
James Episcopal Church. There are many choices we possess 
personally and as this Episcopal Church. The future is not 
completely clear, nor will it ever be. Living courageously, 
imaginatively and faithfully will result in healthy growth and 
produce many Grace-filled consequences. The work is ours to 
accept. There's tremendous potential for unleashing playful 
and meaningful ingenious solutions to what's going on here...if 
we're open to using our God-given lives in ways that will pro-
vide life to others and ourselves through the sharing of our 
time, talents, and treasures. Fear not, trust in God's love & 
power among us! 
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Spotlight on: Stewardship Campaign  
 

By now, you’ve heard the message during worship and re-
ceived your letter, and you know the Fall Stewardship Cam-
paign is in full swing at St. James. Stewardship is a year-round 
focus in our congregation recognizing our desire to be faith-
ful caretakers of the gifts of time, treasure and talent that we 
have received and share within the church and broader com-
munity. Fall is when we particularly focus on the stewardship 
of treasure – money. Why do we do this? 
 
Money is generally a difficult topic for many, if not most, of 
us.  In the context of stewardship, however, this is an invita-
tion to reflect on money and personal finances in a faith-
filled way.  Individually and as families, we are invited to 
prayerfully reflect on the gifts we have received and what we 
in turn feel called to give as active participants and co-
creators in the ministry and life of this community. 
 
Our pledges are essential to keeping St. James open, vital, 
functioning and staffed, funding the bulk of St. James operat-
ing budget each year.  Our pledges support our space for 
gathering in worship, celebrating our community, and offer-
ing hospitality with events such as our Community Supper.  
Our pledges directly support our exceptional staff – Jim, our 
Rector; Alex, our Music Director; and Gayle, our Administra-
tor, who share their gifts of inspiration, leadership, pastoral 
support and communication that enrich our lives and the broader community.  Our staff helps make St. James an excellent 
placement for Joyce, our Deacon Resident, who the Diocese is funding here. Our pledges also help support the many minis-
tries celebrated at our recent Community Commitment Fair, led and participated in by members of this congregation. 
 
If you would like further information regarding Stewardship, please contact any member of this year’s Stewardship Steering 
Team. They include Adolphus Sukhai (Chair), Joyce Keeshin, Margaret Knapp, John Murray, Kim Smith and Bill Whittle.  
 
 

 
Stewardship Celebration on Sunday, November 3! 

 
Let’s celebrate our blessing of shared life in this community! Join us on Sunday, November 3, when we prayerfully 

offer our pledges during worship services and celebrate with a shared feast afterwards. We’ll have an ingathering of 
pledges at the Worship Service and feast afterwards in Lu Dunn Hall! The Hospitality Committee will provide the 
main course, rolls and beverages – and the rest is potluck! Those who are able with last names starting A – L 
please bring desserts, and names M – Z please bring salads to share. If anyone has vegetarian or gluten-free 
dietary preferences, please let Jane Mattes know. 
 
 
 

For now and tomorrow, we’re in this together!   
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Monthly     
Meetings &     
Events 
 

                                    
  

October 

Oct. 18: OctoberBlest at 6:30 p.m. 
A delicious gourmet fundraising dinner to benefit the 
remodeling of our parish kitchen. $30 a person. 

Oct. 24: Community Supper at 5:00 p.m. 
A meal ministry to support our neighbors. Food items 
and volunteers are always needed. See the sign-up sheet 
in Lu Dunn Hall. 
 

November 

Nov. 1: Richard Wesp Concert at 7:30 p.m. 
2nd Annual Richard Wesp Celebration Concert, featur-
ing the Forest-Aires Women’s Chorus. Light reception 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $15.  

Nov. 3: Stewardship Celebration 
Ingathering of pledges at the Worship Service and feast 
afterwards in Lu Dunn Hall.  Hospitality Committee 
will provide main course, rolls and beverages – and the 
rest is potluck!  Last names starting A – L please bring 
desserts, and names M – Z please bring salads. 

Nov. 7: ECW Meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will meet  
in the Vestry Room. Please bring a lunch. Newcomers 
are always welcome. Contact Dotty Garrabrant for 
more information. 

Nov. 20: N or M Club Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
Hosts and location to be announced. 

Nov. 21: Community Supper at 5:00 p.m. 
A meal ministry to support our neighbors. Food items 
and volunteers are always needed. See the sign-up sheet 
in Lu Dunn Hall. 

Nov. 26: Community Thanksgiving at 7 p.m. 
Worship with our neighbors in a special Tuesday night 
service.  

 

       

December 

Dec. 5: Holiday ECW Outing at 12:00 p.m. 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will visit the 
Taft Museum downtown for a special tour and 
lunch. Contact Dotty Garrabrant for details. 

Dec. 18: N or M Club Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
Hosts and location to be announced. 

Dec. 19: Community Supper at 5:00 p.m. 
A meal ministry to support our neighbors. Food 
items and volunteers are always needed. See the 
sign-up sheet in Lu Dunn Hall. 

 

Special Community Events 
 

December 
 

“A Christmas Carol” at Covedale  
Theatre 
Bill and Linda Whittle are organizing a trip to the 

Covedale Theatre for a special musical version of  
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” in December. 
Ticket prices are $21 for students and seniors, and $24 
for adults. Please see Bill and Linda during Coffee 
Hour or call them at 922-1470 for more details.  
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For more bible verses regarding fear visit -http://
www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2008/09/How-to-
Face-Fear-10-Bible-Verses-To-Inspire-Courage.aspx 
 
Blessings Along The Way, Jim+ 
 

Thanks from the Mokren Family 
 
Dear Members of the St. James Family: 
 
The entire Mokren family extends a heartfelt thank you to all 
of the St. James family for all the kindnesses which were  
extended during our recent hospitalizations: for Bob Mokren’s 
back surgery and recovery at the nursing home, for son-in-law 
Gary Wright’s back surgery and infection and blood clots, for 
daughter Julie Murray’s ankle and foot surgery, and for Julaine 
Mokren’s one-week hospital stay and two weeks of rehab. A 
huge thank you to Dottie Wilson and Dotty Garrabrant who 
organized three weeks of meals and three weeks of visits to 
Bob Mokren, allowing the rest of the family to keep their jobs 
during the day. 
 
First, please salute the excellent cooks who are members of 
our church family and really went overboard with the meals. I 
heard all of the rave reviews from the family. Do you need a 
good cook? Get in line and I will make the reservations. Each 
evening meal arrived for either that evening or the next night. 
Always enough for four, usually more, and always delicious!!  
They even honored our likes and dislikes. So thank you to 
Nancy Goodyear, Deb Rich, Linda Gromen, Shirley Lutz, 
Betty Knapp, Nancy Jacob, Kathy Stanecki, Dottie Wilson, 
Kathy Rinehart, Brooks and  Jen Webb, Carol Schneider, and 
Kelsee and Bryan Lanich. Bob’s and my visitors included John 
Goodyear, Eugene Jacob, Linda Gromen, Carol Schneider, 
Terri Boesing, Shirley Miller, Dottie Wilson, Barb Taber, 
Justine Hersel, Eugene Eberhart and Christy Knueven. Bob 
and I were so grateful for these visitors and the time they 
spent with us.  
 
A special thank you to Fr. Jim for all of his visits to the hospi-
tal. We’ve been back to church for a couple of weeks and 
we’re doing better. Julaine is still looking for the endurance 
and is told that will take awhile. God bless all of you who 
prayed for us. We ask that you continue to pray and to help us 
make a complete recovery.  
 
Our best wishes to you and yours, 
 
Bob and Julaine Mokren 
Linda and Gary Wright 
Julie and John Murray 
Rob and Susan Mokren 
 
 

   

 WORSHIP NOTES 

October Services 
 

Sunday, Oct. 20     9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
22 Pentecost         10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour 
                  
 

Sunday, Oct. 27     9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
23 Pentecost         10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour 
             
            

November Services 
 

Sunday, Nov. 3      9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
24 Pentecost         10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour 
           
Sunday, Nov. 10    9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
25 Pentecost         10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour 
          12:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
            
Sunday, Nov. 17    9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
26 Pentecost         10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, Nov. 24    9:00 AM  Adult Bible Study  
Last Pentecost      10:00AM Rite II Eucharist & 
          Sunday School 
          11:15 AM Coffee Hour          
 
Tuesday, Nov. 26  7:00 PM Community  
          Thanksgiving  
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Journal Editor Retires After 40 Years 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
 
It certainly doesn't feel as if 40 years have passed since the 
St. James Journal first went to press. That was September 
1973. Chris Neely, our rector from 1967 to 1981, had asked 
me if I would be interested  in writing and editing a church 
newsletter. My son was still at home and would start kin-
dergarten in the fall of 1974. Five years earlier I had pon-
dered applying as a part-time news writer with the Western 
Hills Press, a local weekly paper, but that all changed when 
I learned we were expecting a new baby. So at that time, I 
had to put my plans on the back burner. The publisher was 
Al Huneke and I had a letter of recommendation from my 
former publisher, James Toedtman, of the Berea, OH 
News. I had been Society Editor and local news writer fol-
lowing graduation in 1960 from the School of Journalism at 
Ohio University in Athens. During my days in Athens I had 
worked as a news writer for The OU Post, a student news-
paper as well as The Athens Messenger, the city's local pa-
per. My other major was radio and TV journalism. I wrote 
news for student newscasters on WOUB Radio. One of the 
news reporters was Roger Ailes, the current CEO of FOX 
news. I also had my own radio show, Women's World, that 
aired five days a week from 1:45 to 2:00 p.m. 
 

In 1973 I  accepted the volunteer position of editor of the 
St. James Journal. Rob, our baby, was now in kindergarten.  
I kept saying I wanted to work for a newspaper. The parish 
secretary was leaving to accept another  position. My love 
for the church and the people got in the way. Our rector 
told me that if I needed to leave, I should go with his bless-
ings. After much soul searching and to be fair to my family, 
I chose the church. So, here I am. It is 40 years later, having 
edited The Journal for 40 years. In 1974, a year later, I, was 
asked again if I would like to continue with the newsletter, a 
volunteer position, and if so, would I consider adding a 
paid position of $3.00 an hour, three hours a day, as parish 
secretary at St. James. I had previously said I would get a 
part-time job when Rob started kindergarten and I did, just 
not where I had thought it would be. So there I was, a 
young mother of three children, and I was going to work. I 
was excited, I loved the surroundings and the people so I 
stayed… for 32 years. I retired in 2004 as parish secretary, 
but stayed for another year to help with the accounting sys-
tem that I had inherited because no one knew how we 
could use it and adapt it to our system of accounting.  They 
asked me to keep our system running while they found a 
new one. And, during those 32 years I became the secretary 
of ERSO, the Episcopal Region of Southern Ohio. When I 
was hired for the job in 1971 the ERSO Office was moved 
to St. James and it lasted 10 years until the Diocese moved 
to the Deanery system. 
 

As I write this, I start to remember how it was in “the day.”  
I used an electric typewriter to prepare a blue stencil, and 
when completed it was applied to a cylinder drum machine, 

and hand-cranked for each copy. The problems were too much 
ink, easy-to-tear stencils, and just plain messy. If the ink got on 
our clothes, forget it as it would always be there. We ran about 
210 copies so my right arm got a good workout. In those early 
years we had two boilers to heat the building. My office was at 
the end of the line, so there were many winter days that I wore 
a coat and gloves in the office. I survived many renovations, 
from the days of adding two bathrooms to the office area, the 
removal of a small kitchen located in the office area, then a 
front porch and a weather protection covering at the front 
doors of the church. The last were the renovations to the 
church, including the addition of a columbarium. I remember 
early 1970 renovations to the lower level, which would allow for  
a day care center. The St. James Day Care Center opened in the 
late 1970's to serve the new community of working mothers, 
and remained with us until they finally outgrew us, needing 
more space than we were able to provide. They opened the new 
day care center, at the corner of Boudinot and Westwood 
Northern Blvd., using our name as part of a grandfather clause 
so that they could continue to serve as a non-profit business.  
Here's that word “community” again. All of these memories are 
jogged loose when I remember the people, the many faces of 
kindness who remain so precious to me. Many of those faces 
remind me of others, and before I know it, my cheeks are wet 
from the tears I shed for the many who I miss. They were such 
good memories, because they were so special. I miss the ones 
we don't see and pray for the souls of the ones who are gone.  I 
think of those who were in their 70's and 80's when I was 35 or 
40. Why did I stay so long? When I am 75, will they remember 
me? Many bring a smile to my face. When I think of those peo-
ple and tie them to an event, an event you swear you will never 
forget, but you do, momentarily, but then someone says re-
member when we did this or that, or that never would work 
here, or we already tried this or did that, and you chuckle as 
your memory suddenly shifts to the present, and guess what?  
… we are doing it and now it's working.       

My earliest memories of St. James were taking my two daugh-
ters to church for the first time. Linda Wright was 4 ½ and  
Julie Murray was two. My stomach was in knots as I entered the 
church. I stopped first at the nursery where I met Jean MacGre-
gor and her daughter, Susan Huser, who were taking care of the 
young members. Jean's welcoming smile and gracious accep-
tance are among my strongest memories. It was 1966, we had 
just moved into our first home in Delhi. We had moved to Cin-
cinnati from Cleveland and rented a town house in Covedale in 
1963, so we were not total strangers to the city.   
 

The church was new when I first saw it. I remember three  
services, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00. The choir sang at 11:00 and there 
was communion at the 11:00 on the first Sunday. The family 
service and Sunday School were at 9:30. In later years we at-
tended either the 8:00 or 10:15 services. We had a huge Sunday 
school, lots of children. The Junior Choir sang at the 9:30 ser-
vice. Remember the Junior Choir Operettas held in the carriage 
house at Mary and Junius Whitehurst's home on Epworth? The 
parish hall was named in honor of Lulu Dunn who sent birth-
day cards to every child in the parish, and started the Altar 
Guild and the Women's Auxiliary.   
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 OCT. BIRTHDAYS 
 

 4  Tami & Sarah Mahler     11   Tamara Jenkins 

 6  Susan Krug                     12   Elana Hurd 

 9 Will Holstrom            12   Bob Mokren        

10 Laverne Smith                 22  Sandy MacGregor 

                        

OCT. ANNIVERSARIES 
   6  Elana & Doug Hurd 

  20  Teresa & Walt Dewar 

  18  Elmer & Dorothy Wetenkamp 

  26  Donald & Susan Krug 

         

NOV.  BIRTHDAYS 
  6  Peter Strunk           18 Jac Allen  

  6  Jennifer Taber  23 Paul Schneider 

  9  Debra Schoening    27  Nancy Jacob  

 13 Bea Kent              28  Sarah (Jacob) Kunnen 

 15  Lisa Holstrom   28  Dave Sharp 

 17  Lisa Jacob     30  Teri Boesing 

 

NOV. ANNIVERSARIES 
    6      Pam & Charlie Peak     
  10     Julia & Albert Speckert 

    

 

Special Prayers 

For Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Each Sunday during announcements, those who are pre-
sent and are celebrating birthdays or wedding anniversa-
ries that week are invited to come forward  to receive a 
prayer and blessing. If your name does not currently ap-
pear on the monthly birthday and anniversary list in The 
Journal, why not call the church office and tell us so that 
we can list your special date? We promise not to disclose 
your birth year! 

 

 

 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Welcome back to Joyce Keeshin, Deacon Resident,  who 
was ordained a Transitional Deacon during ceremonies at 
Christ Church Cathedral on June 29.  Joyce will serve as a 
deacon at St. James starting in September and continue for 
two years until she will seek ordination as a priest… Con-
gratulations to Jenna Hamblin for her upcoming dance 
performance in “Vertical Expressions” at the School for 
Creative and Performing Arts on Oct. 26.  

 
Remember the following parishioners or their family or 
friends in your prayers. Linda Beth Allen, Sarah Connor & 
family, Albert Dewar, Amy Hayward, Ted & Sue Krug, fam-
ily of Dorothy Lenhart, Jean MacGregor, Bob & Julaine 
Mokren, family of Alison Nunnery, Diane Patton, Brian 
Schuh, Jean Smith, Peter Strunk, Lee Suman, Glenn Talaska, 
Tina, Kyra Vogt, Hazel Whited, Robert Knapp, Dave 
Murray, Christina Davis, Mary Wilson, Herb Krumholtz, 
Vickie & Patty, Grace Murphy, Charles & Lynda Smith, Al-
bert Speckert, Joanne Harmeyer, Randi Imfield, Mary 
Caruso & family, David Wilson, Evan Carroll, Alfred 
Ludwig, Tom VonderBrink, Dottie Wilson, Cecelia Sukhai, 
Elizabeth Engleman, Eric Wilson & Jenny Straw and family, 
Donna Stewart, Mary Peelman, Shirley Lutz. 

 
 
Prayer Chain Reminder 
  

If you or someone you care for  would like to be prayed for 
in addition to our regular intercessions, please call the Parish 
Administrator, or tell a member of the prayer chain. Your 
request will be sent along the chain. The amount of detail 
you wish to give is up to you—you can even be anonymous. 
Thanksgivings are also good to send along the chain.   
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Voices from the Field:  
Missionaries in Health Ministry (con’t) 
 
Oct. 2013 Mission Email (#109) 
Baby Shower  

Last evening I went to a baby shower. Five years ago, one of 
our HIV patients (a teen boy at that time) met a girl at a camp 
for HIV positive adolescents. They became friends … one 
thing followed another … they became a couple and now they 
are about to become parents. She is due to deliver by C-section 
within the next two weeks. They will be living with the young 
man’s mother (also an HIV positive patient of the Clinic). 

The baby shower was held in the HIV unit at the Clinic 
(surprising how festive a medical office can look with enough 
balloons!). There was food, cake, soft drinks and music. It was 
a large group. Ten clinic staff (including an accountant and 
laboratory technician), about 25 patients from the AIDS sup-
port group, and additional friends and neighbors all brought 
useful gifts for the new baby. 

What a contrast to the situation of the two little girls we wrote 
about last month. 

This baby will grow up in an extended family with supportive 
friends and dozens of “aunts” and “uncles.” Chances are ex-
cellent that the baby will be free of HIV so that it is unlikely to 
be an overwhelming factor in her life. While members of her 
family may be living with HIV/AIDS, they are on treatment, 
doing well and benefiting from both professional and personal 
support systems. 

In 1848, Rudolf Virchow came to the conclusion that the most 
important determinants of who became infected and died  
during a deadly typhus epidemic in the Upper Silesia region of 
Germany were social factors, not medical or biological ones. 
Things have not change much in the past 165 years. 

Some days we look at the dismal circumstances, do what we 
can do, and redouble our prayers. Other days we go to baby 
showers. 

Keep praying, Anita 

 
Email: DohnFamily@SAMS-USA.org 
Website: www.DohnFamily.org  
Tel: [Home] 809 246-1718 or [Mobile] 809 357-5155 
San Pedro de Macorís, Rep. Dom. 
 

 

 
 

Honor a Loved 
One by Sign-
ing up now for 
Nov. Altar 
Flowers!  

 

 
 
 
 
Considering honoring a family member or remembering a 
loved one by donating flowers to be placed  on the sanctu-
ary altar. The Altar Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 
board in the Lu Dunn parish hall. There are openings for 
flower donations on Nov. 3, 10, 17 and 24.    
                                                   
After you have signed the chart, please see Altar Guild 
treasurer Julaine Mokren for more details. The cost for 
flowers is $20. Checks may be made payable to The Altar 
Guild of St. James and given to Julaine Mokren.  Please 
do not place them in the offertory plate. 
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I remember Dottie Wilson, my good friend and neighbor, and 
I preparing Coffee Hour in the lower level, filling a 100-cup 
coffee pot in the janitor's boiler  room sink. I taught Sunday 
school classes for a few years, attended a Journey In Faith  
series, prepared foods for church potlucks, but of all the things 
I had been asked to do, this one, the newsletter, seemed to be 
right up my alley. 
 

I remember Tim and Millie Cronin, who were the leaders in-
volved with a group called Questers who were responsible for 
the coffee each week. Dottie and I had a system for the prepa-
ration of coffee, and because we could do it, they let us. There 
was only coffee at first. The cookies, cakes, etc. all came later. 
This group were young to middle-aged couples who were part 
of what was then called a “social network.” We didn't realize it 
then, but we were forming a community. There's that word, 
“community.” We  were asked to join and I remember attend-
ing two meetings at the most. The Questers, in a year or two, 
was turned into a group called the Fellowship Committee 
whose goal was to include all members of the church at their 
events, mostly dances in Lulu Dunn Hall or on the Mike Fink 
party boat. The Fellowship Committee included the rector and 
his wife, Chris and Mary Jane Neely and Skip and Carl Smith. 
(Carl was a member of a dance band and they provided the 
dance music.) He suffered a stroke later on and we had to find 
other musicians. The committee also included Betty Knapp, 
Bob Mokren, Dorothy Clark, and Bill Whittle. Another group 
was the older group called the Mainliners. These folks were 
middle-aged on up and they met in the church basement 
where the men played with model trains and the women chat-
ted or had projects or planned dinners for the church. Another 
group, The N or M Club, was for those who were over 50 and 
they went out to dinner on the third Wednesday evening of 
the month either to each others homes or to a restaurant when 
the group became too large for homes. They played cards or 
other group games. This group is the oldest, continuous social 
group at St. James. They included Ed and Louise Korten, and 
Bill and Vera Heyde. 
 

There was also a group of women who formed a group called 
The Women of St. James Auxiliary. They met on the first 
Thursday of the month, except in July and August, when they 
took a break for the summer and avoided the overly hot parish 
hall. They were known for their annual November bazaar, 
their meetings with a speaker and lunch on the first Thursday, 
and their ability to raise money for church projects, such as the 
two bathrooms located in the church office area, renovations 
to the main floor storage area and the construction of the  
Vestry Room, which is now the nursery. They were also instru-
mental in adding the kitchen in the 1958 renovations. Those 
names included Vera Heyde, Mary Ware, Doris Barth, Ruth 
Sweitzer, Janet Stortz, Jeanne Meagher, Florence Cowley 
and Ruthann Shaw. The Evening Guild was formed in 1981 
and included JoAnn Rich, Joan Moss and Marion Dewar. They 
met at that time because they worked outside the home during 
the day. They merged with the Women of St. James Auxiliary 
in  2000. The Evening Guild was known for their visits to the 
homebound and shut-ins, for the collection of the United 
Thank Offerings, for their ice cream socials, and champagne 
brunches.  

 

The St. James Men's Club was formed in 1980. Members 
included Fred Finger, Earl Stortz, Tim Cronin, Ken Lutz 
Joe Moss, Eddie Korten, Jerry Waits and Jim Godby. They 
prepared and served many church dinners and did a lot of 
work around the buildings. This group dissolved in 2005.    
 

There were choir members Everett and Kay Thomas, Elsie 
Schummer, Fran Stanton, Mary Jane Neely, Minerva  
Winall, Mary Whitehurst, Ward Garrabrant and, of course, 
our wonderfully talented Richard Wesp.    
 

Remember when we paid off the church mortgage? We 
decided to have a burning of the mortgage during a Sunday 
service. Of course it was January and you guessed it, we had 
a snowstorm that morning. We were determined to have 
the ceremony despite the snow, so Ed Korten Sr., Warden 
Emeritus, lit the mortgage with a candle, as Fran Stanton 
and Walter Dewar Jr., the then-current wardens, looked on. 
It was also the 1970's when we added carpeting to the 
church. We refurbished the Sacristy. Remember when we 
purchased the home next door on Cheviot Ave. and turned 
the property into a parking lot because of the constant 
parking problem with those attending the Gamble-Nippert 
Y? This screams community, a church providing parking 
for others in the community. 
 

The church office was busy too, turning out parish directo-
ries, Sunday bulletins, Journals, Vestry minutes. etc. Re-
member when the Vestry had 12 vestry persons? We've had 
church volunteers who copied and distributed lots of that 
material. I will always remember them – the unpaid angels 
who included Evelyn Weber and Florence Cowley, doing 
financial work, and Jean Fox, Jeannette Humphrey, Doro-
thy Shields, Dorothy Lenhart, Marion Dewar, JoAnn Rich, 
Glenna Edmonds, Janet Stortz, Jeanne Meagher, Shirley 
Lutz, Jeannette Baltes and her husband, George, who read-
ied the pledge envelopes. Other volunteers who worked in 
the church yard and garden included Dick Wesp's mother, 
Catherine Wesp, who weeded the growth between the side-
walks. Then it was Jerry Waits, Earl Stortz and, more re-
cently, Tim Cronin, Sandy MacGregor, Adolphus Sukhai 
and all of the work party volunteers. 
 

When I worked  at The Berea, Ohio News in 1960, my first 
editor was Elizabeth Bradshaw. She died about two weeks 
prior to the birth of our first child, Linda. Linda's middle 
name is Elizabeth. Elizabeth Bradshaw left her mark, al-
ways stating that “the newspaper exists to serve the com-
munity.” I was reminded of that recently when the Berea 
News publisher's son, Jim Toedtman Jr., retired after serv-
ing as the editor of The AARP bulletin for eight years. He 
mentioned Elizabeth in his farewell letter printed in the 
most recent issue—“The newsletter exists to serve the 
community.” The St. James Journal has existed to serve the 
St. James community. I believe it has done its job. It is with 
great pride that I say farewell as editor of the St. James 
Journal community newsletter and wish you another 40 
years of strong community. Please continue to allow this 
newsletter to serve you and the entire community well. 
                             Julaine Mokren 

mailto:DohnFamily@SAMS-USA.org
http://www.dohnfamily.org/
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OUTREACH 
 

HOW TO HELP THE WESTFED PANTRY IN OCT. & NOV.  
The Westfed Pantry is located at Grace Lutheran School at the corner of Boudinot and Verdin Ave-
nues. The Pantry serves more than 100 people each month. The pantry will open its doors  the LAST 
TWO THURSDAYS OF OCT,  the 24th and 31th, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.   
 
St. James is one of seven local churches, along with the Gamble Nippert YMCA, involved with this  
project. When you are doing your weekly grocery shopping, don’t forget to pick up a few extra items  
for WestFed.  

 
Our parishioners are asked to bring the following items for Oct:. 24: CANNED MEAT, SHAMPOO and PORK & 
BEANS and  place them in the Narthex on Oct. 20 and 27.  The Pantry will again open its doors THE THIRD THURS-
DAY IN NOV, Nov. 21, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Our parishioners are asked to bring the following items for Nov: 
CANNED VEGETABLES (PEAS, CORN, GREEN BEANS) and place them in the Narthex on Nov. 3, 10 and 17.  
 
Thanks for your continuing support! 
        

More Outreach Opportunities 

St. James is still collecting for the 2 Cents a Meal program. Half of the money collected goes to area food pantries and the 
other half goes to the Ohio Network for Hunger in Columbus. If you eat three meals a day, that costs you only six cents a 
day or 42 cents per week. If you only eat two meals a day, it costs you four cents a day or 28 cents per week. You’ll find a  
can for your donations on a small table in the narthex. 

 

Volunteers needed for  
Wednesday night childcare 
 
In support of the NA ministry that is held here at 
St. James every Wednesday night from 7:30-9:00, 
volunteers are needed to help watch children so 
members can put all their effort into their sobri-
ety. Volunteers are needed for 30-minute incre-
ments during the meetings. There will be a safe-
church trained individual from St. James in the 
nursery at all times. Please see the sign-up sheet in  
the Lu Dunn parish hall. With everyone’s help, we 
can make this effort a success. 

 
New  Life Furniture Bank 
  

We are a nonprofit organization seeking gently 
used furniture. We serve families who have been 
living in shelters and are starting their lives over 
with only what they could carry in a bag. We 
would be happy to schedule a time to pick up 
your items. You may contact us at 513-313-0530 
or www.nlfurniture.org. 
 
Blessings from the NLF crew,  
 
Holly Young, Exec. Director 
  

Next Community Suppers  
Oct. 24, Nov.  21 and Dec. 19 
 

The next Community Supper is Thursday, Oct. 24, from 5 to 6:30 

p.m.  This will be the eighth supper this year. At the seventh supper 

held on Sept. 26, we served baked spaghetti, fresh fruit and homemade 

desserts to neighbors and volunteers.  

 

Donations of volunteer time or food are needed each month.  
Help is appreciated in setting up the dining room, cooking the  
food, greeting guests, setting up beverages, taking food orders,  
serving desserts and cleaning up. 
 

A list of foods that are needed for the suppers is posted each month 
in Lu Dunn Hall on the wall near the fire escape. Items needed for 
October 24 include: 
 

 Canned Northern beans 

 Petite diced canned tomatoes 

 Low-sodium chicken stock 

 Shredded carrots 

 Jiffy cornbread mix (box) 

 Tossed salad 

 Apples 

 Oranges 

 Dessert 

 Lemonade 

 Milk 
 
Please sign up today and help contribute to our community!! 
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Voices from the Field:  
Missionaries in Health Ministry 
 
Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as South American  
Missionary Society missionaries with La Iglesia Episcopal Dominicans at 
the diocesan Clinica Esperanza y Caridad. They live along the southern 
coast in San Pedro de Macoris in the Dominican Republic. 
 

Aug. 2013 Mission Email (#107) 
Piloting HIV medical record system for HIV patients 
 
 

It is exciting to have our work recognized for excellence by the 
Dominican Ministry of Health. We were selected to pilot a medi-
cal record system for people living with HIV who are receiving 
treatment because the Clinic’s HIV unit is up-to-date in the  pre-
sent national electronic data-base for HIV/AIDS. The present 
national database is incomplete, full of errors, and rife with dis-
crepancies. In contrast, the Clinic’s data has always been accurate 
and current.  

We are told that the present system is apparently too complex 
for most centers to manage. For example, some units had regis-
tered 2,000 patients, but had less than 500 patients when audited. 
Problems with the list of active patients included multiple regis-
trations for the same patient and failure to remove deceased pa-
tients. Which medicines the patients are taking is frequently un-
certain in the present database – a big problem for the Ministry 
of Health as it wants to use the database for ordering anti-HIV 
medicines and planning future needs.  

We will be piloting the new streamlined system while continuing 
to duplicate entries in the old system. This means that we will 
have triplicate records on our patients. We rely on old-fashioned 
paper charts because of frequent electricity outages. The Ministry 
of Health has provided two new file cabinets, a new computer, 
and a temporary data entry technician for the pilot program. One 
might argue that the Ministry of Health should choose one of 
the worst centers to pilot the new system to determine how well 
it works under “real life” conditions. We are committed to qual-
ity patient care. We have the resolve to make whatever system 
work because at some point we know that it does impact the 
quality of patient care. Whatever improvements in are made in 

the hardware and software, commitment and resolve are proba-
bly not something that can be programmed into the system.  

Keep praying, Anita 

 
 

Sept. 2013 Mission Email (#108) 
Suffer the little children … 

The two little girls are aged 5 and 7 years. They first came 
to the HIV unit with their aunt and grandmother. Their 
father and mother had died of AIDS. Both girls had HIV 
infection. During that first visit, the aunt seemed educated, 
articulate and comprehending about the plans for tests and 
treatment. The grandmother didn’t seem to understand 
much. Our plan was for rapid follow-up. The family’s plan 
was for the girls to live with their grandmother in a rural 
area. 

The girls returned today with their grandmother, more 
than four months after that first visit. Both girls have  
anemia and damaged immune systems. We started them 
on anti-HIV and other therapy. Children’s doses are  
determined by the child’s size. Accordingly, each girl has  
a different amount of medicine to take.   

We wrote down all the instructions; however, grandma 
does not read. The nurse and I reviewed all the medicines 
and plans orally multiple times with grandma. I just don’t 
think she ever got it, though. 

It is a bit of a conundrum. The girls need to get started on 
therapy, but if the therapy is incorrectly given, it could do 
more harm than good. Other complications include their 
rural location and the grandmother’s inability to pay for 
transportation to come for optimal follow-up. Their  
nutritional status is a bit insecure, as well. 

The Clinic has previously had funding for programs to 
address some of these issues: 

 Treatment literacy programs to explain HIV/AIDS 
and how to get the most from therapy.  

 Home visits to check on little girls who don’t show-
up for their appointments. 

 Assistance with social determinants of health, such 
as the cost of transportation and food. 

However, there is no funding at the moment. 

Sometimes the things stacked against children seem too 
great for them to bear: HIV, poverty, lack of education, 
isolation from care and support. At least they have each 
other and a loving grandmother. And us … 

Keep praying, Anita 

P.S. The Clinic recently did a summary of what programs 
would help people living with HIV/AIDS here. A copy is 
posted on our website under “Other mission materials” on 
the Media page. 
 
P.P.S. As a mother with four girls of my own, I especially 
related to these two little ones. They spent the entire visit 
holding hands – a sisterly haven of support and alliance, 
the two of them uniting their strength to face the future. 

http://www.dohnfamily.org/uploads/1/6/1/8/16189054/esperanza_y_vida_writeup_qas.pdf
http://www.dohnfamily.org/uploads/1/6/1/8/16189054/esperanza_y_vida_writeup_qas.pdf
http://www.dohnfamily.org/uploads/1/6/1/8/16189054/esperanza_y_vida_writeup_qas.pdf
http://www.dohnfamily.org/uploads/1/6/1/8/16189054/esperanza_y_vida_writeup_qas.pdf
http://www.dohnfamily.org/other-mission-materials.html

