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By Scott Lenoir

September 6th at Gray Center was the kickoff for a new
 academic program to train vocational deacons in the Diocese of
Mississippi: The A.C. Marble Center for Theological Formation. 

“I am delighted that the Commission on Ministry and our
Executive Committee decided to name our new diocesan school for
theological formation after Bishop Marble,” said the Rt. Rev. Duncan
M. Gray, III.

“It was the vision of Bishop Marble that brought the vocational
diaconate into being in this diocese. This school will train the new
generation of deacons and be a resource for this diocese in a variety
of ways as we train clergy in a rapidly changing cultural context.” 

Marble, who is the Assisting Bishop of North Carolina and retired
Bishop of Mississippi, was contacted at his home in Greensboro, North
Carolina.  He said that he was “humbled and grateful for the honor to be
remembered in such a way.” 

Marble was instrumental in getting vocational deacons ordained in
Mississippi and said he remembered calling together a deacons’ group to
check on how their ministries were going. “The first year I got the deacons
to come together, I almost broke down in tears because of the work and
service to the church that they did. I deeply appreciate the service and wit-
ness of deacons,” said Marble. 

The center’s program is coordinated with the Iona Initiative devel-
oped by the Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas.  It is the first

multi-diocesan, collaborative, on-line formation program of its kind in the
Episcopal Church. 

The Rev. Beth Foose was appointed as the first dean of the new theological
formation program.  Foose also serves as rector of Grace Church/Canton. 

“The curriculum is designed to cover the seven canonically
required areas: holy scripture, church history, theology, ethics and
moral theology, liturgy and music, contemporary society, the theory
and practice of ministry,” said Foose. 

The full course lasts for three years consisting of six semesters.
Foose said that both ministry in the world and fieldwork in a parish
are integrated into the program along with clinical pastoral educa-
tion and anti-racism training. 

The classes will be presented by DVDs by faculty from the
Seminary of the Southwest with clergy from the Diocese of Texas.
“Discussion of the material will be facilitated by Foose and other
mentors from Mississippi.

Also helping administrate the program is Gay Yerger, the direc-
tor of spiritual formation, and the Rev. Deacon Bill Hannah will act as a mentor
for the class. 

Foose says that the initial class has three diaconal aspirants and that the
process for bi-vocational priests is still being explored. 

The first weekend meeting began with spiritual formation on Friday while
Saturday was spent in academic classes. 

“Grace Church in Canton will host the students on Sunday mornings when
they will participate in worship and Sunday school” said Foose.  

“I have been impressed with the academic rigor of the Iona Initiative materi-
al, and I count it a privilege to be a small part of introducing this program to the
diocese. 

“We, along with the other dioceses that are using this program, are on the
forefront of educating persons for ordained ministry, and perhaps through this
program, we will lead the church toward exploring new possibilities of what the
ministry of all baptized persons might look like,” said Foose.

The A.C. Marble Center for Theological Formation created to
coordinate with Iona Initiative for bi-vocational education

Bishop A.C. “Chip” Marble
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By The Rev. Carol Borne Spencer 

If the title of this article sounds
urgent, that is because the subject is
urgent.  The diocesan Disaster
Preparedness and Response Team (DPRT)
wants to help prepare every  congregation
for a likely disaster, but we cannot do this
without each congregation’s help.  It is
now hurricane season, tornadoes are still
occurring, and the unprecedented rains and snow in the
Midwest this spring will likely affect the lower Mississippi river
basin this fall.  Are each of you and your  congregation prepared?

We now have approximately 17-18 congregations that have
turned in contact information and/or assets that each congrega-
tion can use to respond to a disaster in their own proverbial
backyards.  These assets are also valuable to the entire diocese
when regional or statewide disasters occur (the forms for this
information are what we have been calling the PINK SHEETS).
If you have not returned these forms to the diocesan Disaster
Preparedness and Response Team, please do so now.  

Our diocesan team is growing which means we have more
members available to call each  congregation and work with

them to help ascertain this informa-
tion.  It is from this information that
we gathered members from about 15
congregations last December to do
more in-depth training around disaster
preparation and response.  We plan to
have the next training in the spring of
2014.  We would like to have at least
30 congregations from the diocese in
our Mississippi Episcopal Disaster Prep

and Response Network by that time.
To receive copies of the forms (PINK SHEETS), please call

the Rev. Carol Spencer at 601-948-2747.  If you have this
 information collected already, please return the PINK SHEET
information to:
The Rev. Carol Borne Spencer
St. Andrew’s Cathedral
P.O. Box 1366
Jackson, MS  39225-1366

The Rev. Carol Bourne Spencer is the chair of the Diocesan
Disaster Preparedness and Response Team.

It is still hurricane season!
Flooding is likely with the heavy rainfall! 
Are you and your congregation prepared?

The Rev. Stephen Kidd, right, is pictured with Bishop Gray and the Rev.
Bo Roberts at St. Mark’s/Gulfport where the congregation participated
in the first ever Celebration of a New Ministry service.  When Roberts
came to St. Mark’s in 1969, a 44 year tenure, there was no such liturgy
which makes the August event a first ever occasion for St. Mark’s.
John Majure/Photo
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I thought things might quieten down after
the flurry of back-to-school activities subsided.  I
couldn’t have been more wrong.  Read on to see
what’s happening. 

Notes from around the diocese:
A parish weekend at Camp Bratton Green

has been scheduled September 20-22 for the
members of St. Columb’s/Ridgeland.  They can
look forward to fishing, swimming, canoeing,
hiking, or just relaxing.

After their rejuvenating weekend, St.
Columb’s parishioners will be ready for their
part in the 2013 Episcopal Habitat Build in
Jackson.  In addition to providing seven volun-
teers each day on Thursday, September 26,
through Saturday, September 28, they will be the
sponsors for Friday, October 4.  On that day, the
church will provide lunch as well as twenty vol-
unteers.

St. Stephen’s/Indianola is supporting the
local animal shelter by collecting newspapers
and cleaning rags (old towels, sheets, blankets, 
t-shirts, etc.).  There’s a box in the storage room
of the church for the donations.

Outreach activities have remained in focus
at Creator/Clinton over the summer months.
Anticipating the next Habitat build in Clinton,
Creator gave the first pledge of $3,000 toward
this project, which is tentatively scheduled to
begin in May, 2014.  Additionally, they raised
$900 in “pocket change” to allow the purchase
of 75 mosquito nets through Episcopal Relief
and Development’s Nets for Life program.  They
also provided over $1,000 in school supplies to

several local elementary schools, and they con-
tinue to support Trinity School in Uganda
through the Christmas in July Campaign with a
decision from the vestry to send an additional
$3,000 for Christmas this year.  Lastly, they
donated proceeds of more than $2,400 from
their rummage sale to the deacon’s fund for out-
reach ministry.

Many churches have plans to celebrate
Saint Francis Day with a Blessing of the Animals,
but Creator has added an additional twist to
their celebration.  The service will be on Sunday,
September 29, and they’re asking everyone to
support God’s homeless creatures by bringing
items to donate to Community Animal Rescue &
Adoption, Inc. (CARA), a true no-kill organiza-
tion.

St. Paul’s/Corinth will celebrate New
Consecration Sunday on September 29.  They’ll
gather in thanksgiving for the gifts and blessings
at St. Paul’s and enjoy a free catered lunch after
the service.

Sunday, September 8, will be a busy day at
St. Mark’s/Gulfport.  In addition to their
Sunday School Kickoff, they’ll be having their
annual softball game and fish fry.

All Saints/Grenada will sponsor a commu-
nity art exhibit, Art Among the Arches, in their
parish hall on Sunday, September 29, from
3:00pm to 5:00pm.  The goals are to invite and
meet people from around their community; to
provide something culturally enhancing and
engaging of the heart, mind, and spirit; and to
encourage folks to be more comfortable in their
space and to become more familiar with their

church family.  Many members of the congrega-
tion will have creations of their own on display.

On Sunday, October 13, St.
Philip’s/Jackson will celebrate the 32nd Goat
Roast and Blue Grass Mass.  There’ll be food,
music, a petting zoo, the pumpkin patch, and
more.  For information about tickets and t-shirts,
contact Lee and Betty Smithson at leesmith-
son@comcast.net.

St. John’s/Ocean Springs is having their
Saints & Sinners Drawdown on Saturday,
September 21, offering a final prize of $1,000,
door prizes, food, and a sock hop.  The pro-
ceeds will be used to support building and
grounds projects.  Tickets, which admit two for
$20, can be purchased from any Saints & Sinners
member.

The ladies of the ECW at St.
Pierre’s/Gautier have been busy cooking up
batches of their homemade (or rather, church-
made) jellies.  All of the varieties (mayhaw, pep-
per, lemon, and blueberry) are popular sellers
year-round, especially at the annual Zonta
Festival in Pascagoula the first Saturday in
October.  The proceeds are used for various
church and outreach projects.

The Daughters of the King from St.
John’s/Ocean Springs and St. Pierre’s/Gautier
are gathering together on Saturday, September
14.  After worship and meeting they will share a
pot-luck luncheon.

Grace/Canton will have a Blessing of the
Animals on Sunday, October 6.  Bring your pets
to church!  Then on Thursday, October 10, the
church will host over 90 exhibitors on the east
lawn for the Bi-Annual Canton Flea Market Arts
and Crafts Show.

Pipe Organs and Pizza will take place at St.
Peter’s/Oxford on Friday, September 13, at
5:30pm.  A special interactive organ discovery
event is being offered to introduce the children
of the parish to the features of the organ
through storytelling and demonstration.
Afterward, there will be pizza in the parish hall.

St. Peter’s/Gulfport has begun a back-to-
school effort to provide girls’ clothing (pants and
tops) to the Harrison County Children’s Shelter.
Donations will be delivered to the shelter in
mid-September.

Also at St. Peter’s/Gulfport, September will
see the return of Common Grounds and the
inception of the Brunch Bunch.  Common
Grounds consists of small groups that meet once
a month to share a meal, and the Brunch Bunch
is for parishioners who want to dine as a group
at a local restaurant following Sunday service.

The Brown Bag Book Club will meet at St.
Paul’s/Columbus on Monday, September 9, at
noon for an organizational meeting.  The group
will meet once each month to casually discuss
the book of the month.  Meeting on the third

Thursday of each month at 4:00pm beginning
September 19, the Dream Class is an instruction-
al class based on Bob Haden’s book, Unopened
Letters from God.

Resurrection/Starkville has begun Parents’
Night Out for the year.  They provide supervi-
sion for members’ children from 6:00pm until
9:00pm the first Friday of every month.  The
children get to play together, and the parents
have a few hours to themselves.

There are renovations taking place at St.
Matthew’s/Kosciusko.  Repairs are being made
to both the church and the rectory.  Additionally,
the rectory has recently received a new stove and
refrigerator.

St. John’s/Laurel is having a Ladies’ Night
Out on Wednesday, September 18.  A suggested
donation of $25 will cover the cost of dinner fol-
lowed by instructions to create a pair of angel
earrings (supplies provided).  Then on Sunday,
October 6, St. John’s will celebrate the Feast of
St. Michael and All Angels with mass and a parish
dinner.  Their Blessing of the Animals will take
place on Saturday, October 12.

Also at St. John’s/Laurel, Foyer Groups
(small groups of 8-10 persons) are now forming.
Each month two of the members host a gather-
ing for a simple meal and relaxed conversation
so that friendships can grow, thereby building
the Christian community within the parish.

Work will soon begin on the organ at St.
Stephen’s/Columbia to replace some of the
computer-based electronics and bring the
organ’s pipes back to life.  Donations are being
sought to assist with the cost of the expensive
repairs.

Trinity/Yazoo City is introducing a new
method of Christian discipleship, MetaCamp, on
Sunday, September 8.  Designed for all ages, the
heart of this method is the small group entitled I
Am Second Group.

The newly formed Children’s Ministries
committee at St. James’/Jackson has created a
children’s library on the left side of the narthex
for use by families bringing their children to
Eucharist.  There is a selection of books appro-
priate for children up to 5th grade, as well as
crayons and children’s bulletins.  There is also a
children’s cutting flower garden behind Gray
Hall.

All Saints’/Tupelo has a potluck supper
and program scheduled for Wednesday,
September 25, with a presentation on G.I.R.L.Y.
Camp 2013, a girl-empowerment program for
girls in the 3rd through 5th grades.  Other
upcoming activities include Blessing of the
Animals on Sunday afternoon, October 6, and a
parish picnic on Sunday, October 13.
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Corrections about Ruthie’s Cabin:
In our article last month about Ruthie’s Cabin at Gray Center, we got some biographical details mixed
up.  We stated that Ruthie and the Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray, Jr., first met during the clearing and
building of Camp Bratton-Green on the site of Rose Hill Lake.  Duncan Jr. did, indeed, help clear the
land for the building of the camp at Rose Hill; however, Ruthie was not part of that.  They began dating
at Camp Bratton-Green when it was housed at All Saints School in Vicksburg.  We also said that Ruthie
served as camp nurse.  She did do lots of “nursing” in informal ways but was never the official camp
nurse.  The connection to the nurse’s cabin is that she served on the Mississippi State Board of Nursing
which gave her a new perspective on nursing as she worked to upgrade the quality of nursing in the
state and at Camp Bratton-Green.



ORDINARY CONCERNS
The Bishop’s Journal

Aug. 3 – Spend time with family on a free
Saturday.

Aug. 4 – Up early to drive to Rolling Fork
for visitation to Chapel of the Cross. Meet with
the Vestry in the morning to get an understand-
ing of how things are going. Reports are very
positive. At the service following, I preach, cele-
brate, and confirm three. A wonderful meal is
prepared by the congregation and I show my
appreciation for their efforts by eating much! I
so appreciate the work of the Rev. Greg Proctor
in his limited time here in Rolling Fork.

Leave the Chapel and drive through some
beautiful Delta back roads to Carrollton for a vis-
itation at Grace Church. I preach, celebrate, and
lead the congregation in a reaffirmation of their
baptismal vows. Afterwards, there is a lovely
reception in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clint Gee.

Return to Jackson in the evening.
Aug. 5 – Day off.
Aug. 6 – Staff meetings in the morning.

Midday meeting with an aspirant for holy orders.
Participate in a conference call later as we work
toward the national conversation of race that
will take place in Jackson this November.

Drive to Corinth for my official visitation at
St. Paul’s. At the evening service, I preach, cele-
brate, baptize one, and confirm one. Good fel-
lowship over dinner with the congregation. I
enjoy my time immensely.

Leave Corinth and drive to Starkville where
I spend the night.

Aug. 7 – Return to Jackson in the morning
where I spend what is left of the morning at the
office. In the early afternoon, I walk to the
Capitol to participate with Mission Mississippi in
their launch of a walk across Mississippi that will
cover 82 counties in 82 days. Prayers for racial
healing and reconciliation will be held at each
courthouse throughout the state. This is an
extraordinary effort, and considering what has
transpired in some of these courthouses in our
history, a healing initiative of incredible propor-
tions.

Conference call with the trustees of the dio-
cese mid afternoon. In the evening, Kathy and I
host one of the planning groups in town to work
on the conversation on race being hosted by us
in November.

Aug. 8 – Spend the entire day with the
planning committee working on various aspects
of the two-day event November 15-16 that will
look at the state of racism today in this country.
A live webcast on November 15 and follow-up
workshops on November 16 will allow for  a
serious and intentional discussion on a subject
that defines so much of our common life.

I am delighted that Mission Mississippi and
the William Winter Institute for Racial
Reconciliation will be participants in several
ways in this 2-day event.

Aug. 9 – Continue to work with the plan-
ning group on our November conversations. We
finish at noon and I drive the participants to the
airport to return to their various homes. It has
been a good meeting.

In the afternoon, our grandson, Joseph
Gray, comes to spend the night with us so his

mother and father can share a night out to cele-
brate a birthday.

Aug. 10 – Free Saturday and Kathy and I
take grandson, Joseph, to the Children’s
Museum. Delightful time, but after his parents
return to take him home, we take long naps.

Aug. 11 – Drive to Philadelphia for a meet-
ing with the Mission Committee prior to our
worship service. Good conversations with them
about clergy leadership going forward and the
need to be planning for next year’s commemora-
tions of civil rights milestones.

At the worship, I preach, celebrate, and
lead the congregation in a reaffirmation of their
baptismal covenant. Great lunch follows as I
enjoy catching up on what is happening with
these good folks.

Afterwards, I drive to Enterprise with a stop
in between at Dunn’s Falls. At St. Mary’s,
Enterprise, I preach, celebrate, and confirm one.
This congregation, small in number and large in
spirit, seems to have found a solution to their
long term clergy needs.

Dinner afterwards in the parish house.
Wonderful time for visiting. Home to Jackson in
the evening.

Aug. 12 – Day off
Aug. 13 – Staff meetings in the morning.

Conference call with group working on the
November Conversations on Race.

Later, drive to Grenada for an extended ses-
sion with Will Lowry.

Return to Jackson late afternoon.
Aug. 14 – In the office all day. Morning

appointment for an annual consultation with the
Rev. Margaret Ayers. Annual consultation with
the Rev. Beth Palmer in the afternoon.

In the evening, I officiate and celebrate at
the Celebration of a New Ministry at St. James’ in
Jackson, as they welcome their new rector, The
Rev. Jamie McElroy. Wonderful and joyous
event.

Aug. 15 – In the office in the morning,
then drive to Oxford for a conversation on devel-
opment plans, including the hiring of a develop-
ment officer for the diocese. Our diocesan treas-
urer, Mr. Fred Page, joins me in a conversation
with Chancellor Emeritus, Robert Khayat, Dr.
Gloria Kellum and Mr. Don Furge, major figures
in Ole Miss’ recent past and experts in the area
of financial development. Very good session.

Overnight in Oxford with Grays, IV.
Aug. 16 – Up early to return to Jackson.

Late morning appointment with an aspirant for
holy orders. Conversation with the Rev. Chuck
Culpepper around midday. Later in the after-
noon, I meet with another aspirant for holy
orders.

Aug. 17 – Drive to Memphis on personal
business. Return home late afternoon.

Aug. 18 – Drive to Vicksburg for a meeting
with the Mission Committee of St. Mary’s. Good
visit with a very dedicated group of people.

Our worship, by tradition, combines the
two congregations of St. Mary’s and Christ
Church. Together, the two congregations fill the
church and make for a wonderful worship
moment.

I preach, celebrate, and reaffirm a new
member of St. Mary’s. Good conversation after-
wards with members of both congregations.

Home to Jackson in the afternoon.
Aug. 19 – Day off.
Aug. 20 – Staff meetings in the morning.

Finance Committee through the middle of the
day. Late afternoon session with Sudanese min-
istry team.

Aug. 21 – Morning conversation with rep-
resentatives of the Interfaith Dialog Institute.
Later, I meet with the Rev. Walton Jones for his
annual consultation. Afternoon appointments
with the Rev. Dan McKee and Mr. Lee Davis
Thames.

In the evening Kathy and I celebrate our
39th wedding anniversary “out on the town” in
Jackson.

Aug. 22 – Drive to Gray Center to meet
with the Commission on Ministry. Spend most of
the day in individual meetings with our seminari-
ans and their spouses.

Aug. 23 – At Gray Center spending time
with both the Commission on Ministry and the
Standing Committee. I continue to be impressed
by the quality of leadership in this diocese and
the gifts so freely offered to nurture the mission
of the church.

As the Commission on Ministry finish their
meetings, I remain at Gray Center to welcome
participants to the 8th Annual Spiritual Renewal
Retreat. Our keynoter this year is the Rev. Ed
Bacon, an old friend and former dean of St.
Andrew’s Cathedral.

Aug. 24 – At Gray Center for Spiritual
Renewal Retreat hosted by the LGBT Ministry
Task Force. Father Bacon’s presentation,
“Moving from a Script of Fear to a Script of
Love” is provocative and meaningful to a very
broad range of people.

After a series of afternoon conversations, I
return to Jackson in the evening.

August 25 – Up early to drive to Laurel for
my visitation to St. John’s. I arrive early enough
to preach and celebrate at the 8:00 a.m.
Eucharist. My presence at these early services
often startles and surprises those special com-
munities of worshippers.

A very nice brunch between services allows
for a good time for conversation and fellowship.
At the later service, I preach, celebrate and con-
firm ten. Some very good things are happening
at St. John’s.

Following the service, I drive to the Coast.

First stop is a meeting with the Mission
Committee of St. Pierre’s in Gautier. Following
that meeting, I drive to Gulfport for the
Celebration of a New Ministry as I formally
install the Rev. Stephen Kidd as priest-in-charge
at St. Mark’s. Very special time and the begin-
ning of a new era at St. Mark’s even as thanks is
given to God for Father Bo Roberts and others
who have so wonderfully laid the foundation for
this new relationship in ministry to grow.

Dinner follows in the parish hall. Good visit
with a number of people, then I drive north and
spend the night in Hattiesburg.

Aug. 26 – Return to Jackson in the morning
and take the rest of the day off.

Aug. 27 – Staff meeting in the morning.
Racial Reconciliation Task Force meets during
the middle of the day as we continue to plan for
the Presiding Bishop’s visit in November, the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
Freedom Summer in 2014.

Afternoon conversation with Mr. James
Blauvelt. Delighted to learn from him that the
national conference of the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew will be held next June at Gray Center.

In the evening I meet with the Mission
Community of St. Alexis.

Aug. 28 – Morning appointment with the
Rev. Jennifer Deaton and Ms. Caelin Slevin to
discuss expanding and deepening the role of the
Center for Formation and Mission at Gray
Center.

Meet with convocation deans beginning at
lunch. So appreciative of their role in the com-
munication matrix of this diocese.

Afternoon appt. with the Rev. Brian Seage
then drive to Vicksburg for a healing service,
bible study and meeting with the vestry of Christ
Church.

Return to Jackson late.
Aug. 29 – Work at home during the morn-

ing. Beginning with lunch and through mid-
afternoon, I meet with the Executive Committee
of the diocese. Late afternoon conference call on
plans for the national conversation on race and
racism in November.

Aug. 30 – In office all day. Telephone
appointments through the morning. Annual con-
sultation with the Rev. Sylvia Czarnetzky through
lunch. Early afternoon session with Mr. Lucien
Smith.

Aug. 31 – Kathy and I begin a vacation
break just by ourselves.
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PERSPECTIVES

This issue of the Mississippi Episcopalian highlights the ministry of that very special place we call Gray Center. “Read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest” the ministry celebrated here. It, quite literally, changes lives and, in more than a few cases, saves them.

Reflecting on this ministry in another context brought to mind my first experience as a Special Session counselor. I had had multiple experiences
shepherding younger children through the wonderful world of Camp Bratton-Green, but Special Sessions for handicapped children were first intro-
duced in 1968 when I was beyond the traditional age of camp counselors. Nevertheless, its unique ministry brought me back to camp as a Special
Session counselor the summer before I entered seminary. It was there that I met Larry, the man who changed my life.

Larry was triplegic, with only the use of his right arm, an arm that was enormously strong as it compensated for the non-use of his other limbs.
Larry was angry, an anger that arose from his physical condition and the way that the world had dealt with him. That anger manifested itself in extraor-
dinarily foul language and verbal and physical abuse to those who tried to enter his world.

“I’m so glad you’re here,” I said, as Larry came off the bus. “I hate this (explicative) place and I hate you,” he responded. And before I knew it,
Larry had sunk his teeth into my leg, requiring a trip to the emergency room for tetanus shots and a few stitches.

Returning from the ER shortly after supper, I tried to encourage a shower back in the cabin. Larry refused and I, foolishly, picked him up to take
him to the shower. Larry resisted, beating me constantly with his over-developed arm. I lost my hold and dropped him in the shower, opening a very
large gash above his eyes.

Unable to hold back my tears of quilt and anger, I carried Larry to the administration building where Dr. Bob Donald (St. John’s, Pascagoula) care-
fully stitched up both Larry’s eye-brow and my heart and soul.

Thus began a week that was the most difficult and rewarding of my life. Larry and I made peace. We even had a good hug before it was time to
leave. I learned more about myself – strengths and shortcomings – than seminary would ever teach me. That week changed my life, and I believe it
offered something special to Larry.

I never saw Larry again, but he continues to bless me to this day. That is the life-changing holiness that permeates this special place.
May it be forever so.

Faithfully,
+Duncan

Reflections from the Road

On Saturday, September 28, St. Alban’s/Bovina is offering a retreat day, Seeing the Face of Christ.  There will be three
meditations offered throughout the morning and early afternoon with opportunity for prayer and quiet reflection between
each.

There’s a change in the children’s Sunday school this year at St. Alban’s.  After Eucharist and the reading of the Gospel,
the children will process out of the nave to their own special children’s chapel arranged with a miniature altar and chairs on
one side of the room and an activity table on the other side.  They will return to the church for the Eucharist and to be with
their families for dismissal.

Mediator/Meridian is seeking information from senior and junior wardens of other churches regarding non-member
use/rental of the parish hall for profit-making endeavors (e.g. classes or lectures).  To share your experiences or suggestions
regarding such issues as rental rates, liability, utilities, or clean-up, please contact Kathy Harmon Baxter, Ph. S., 
at kathyharmonbaxter@comcast.net, (601) 483-4072, or 6028 Woodland Ridge Rd., Meridian, MS 39305.

Quotes this month:
From the Rev. Mary Berry, St. Matthew’s/Kosciusko: “As Christians we need those places that allow us to ‘just be in

God’s presence;’ to be ‘quiet before the Lord.’  We also need places that give us peace.  Quiet time before the Lord is necessary
for our soul and quiet time for our brain and body is necessary for our physical and emotional health.”

The following piece (author unknown) comes to us from the Very Rev. Dr. Susan Bear, Ascension/Hattiesburg.

The First Sermon
The first sermon preached each Sunday is not by the rector, but by you.  You preach a message of good cheer when you

say good morning to those you meet as you are parking or are near the church door.  You preach a message of welcome when
you slide over in the pew instead of forcing others to squeeze in front of you.  You preach a message of hope and joy when
you sing the hymns.

You preach a message about the power of prayer when you let someone know you are praying
for them.  You preach a message of love when you smile and say hello to a visitor.  You preach a mes-
sage about the importance of the Bible when you listen carefully as the scriptures are being read.  You
preach a message of faith when you share a prayer request.  You preach a message of encouragement
when you voice praise to the Lord.

Yes, many messages are preached before the priest stands to deliver the sermon.  If your message
is positive, faithful, and consistent, then the message from the pulpit will be more effective.  Resolve to
go to church this Sunday and every Sunday prepared to preach your best sermon.

We want to share the stories of every church in the diocese, so once again I ask that you include
me on your newsletter mailing list if you haven’t already done so.  Printed copies should be mailed to
the attention of Suzanne Cox, c/o Saint Pierre’s Episcopal Church, 4412 Gautier-Vancleave Road,
Gautier, MS 39553-4807, and digital copies should be sent to suzanne@saintpierres.org (don’t forget
to respond to the confirmation request from my spam blocker).

Until next month, peace to you all.

Notes & “Quotes”
Continued from page 2

Fall is beautiful at Gray Center, plan your visit soon.  
Bill Horne/Photo
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GRAY CENTER NEWS

By Bill Horne

Change is all around
us!  The guard is chang-
ing on various fronts: a
new bishop coming, a
new Gray Center execu-
tive director is coming
and, at my church, a new
priest is coming!
Granted, we don’t know yet who any of these will be, but for sure
they are a-coming!  One thing that is not changing, and has not
changed a bunch in years, is how hard it is to make a dollar last.
But we don’t have time for whining — no, we just have to move
on even if it is at a slower speed, eating more store brands and
buying our clothes at a more generic outlet.  I join you in this, per-
sonally and corporately.

Our corporate body, as Gray Center, is holding its own
though our grip is tenuous at times.  Contributions as a percent-
age of our total expenses are as low as they have ever been.
Expenses are higher and many of our most regular guests are stay-

ing fewer nights and eating fewer meals.  Our diocesan supporters
are here less frequently.  No whining, like I said.  We are moving
on, undaunted.  But, never doubt this: We can’t make it without
your help.  When a savings account earns barely more than 1% and
the markets are just plain scary, where can you invest?

You’re ahead of me, aren’t you?  Yes, invest in Gray Center.
We can make a dollar go farther than just about any business con-
cern I have ever managed.  We survive on less and less by working
harder and smarter.  Everyone checks thermostats.  Kitchen freez-
ers and coolers are turned off between camp uses.  Incandescent
bulbs are now those fluorescent, pig-tail things.  We only discard
office paper if both sides are used.  Your dollars will never be
wasted at Gray Center.  And ROI, (that’s Return On Investment)
can’t be beat anywhere!  Where else can you do all this and much
more: 

Sleep Eat Wade Swim
Cook Dance Play ball Run
Pray Praise Rock Listen
Fly a kite Be interred Contemplate Smile
Talk Greet Laugh Cry

Stay Come back Recover Throw discs
Be a Friend Bring a friend Camp See stars
Remember Forget Envision Be quiet
Lounge Slide Dive Chase
Sketch Doodle Read Relax
Wait Stir Hide Partake
Learn Teach Demonstrate Dream
Plan Study Draw Paint
Hike Walk Write Create
Generate Participate Study Discover
Share Perspirerate? Fish See

We can do wonders with just a small monthly investment
check.  We can draft your bank account each month or have your
bank send us a check each month.  Make it easy on yourself and
make a big difference for this wonderful place in which you are
already a stockholder:  Join our Annual Fund Group.

Thank you for your consideration and may God bless you.

Bill Horne is the executive director of Gray Center.

By Abram Jones

Camp Bratton-Green finished with another
fantastic summer and now we have a moment to
catch our breath to reflect on all of the great
things that have taken place over the past few
months.

For the third year in a row Camp Bratton-
Green has seen record-breaking numbers with
over 840 campers and just under 300 staff spread
out over 9 sessions and 2 Pioneer Camps. The
themes for the sessions were inspirational, and I
hope that each camper has taken many fond
memories and lessons home with them.

At Special 1 we traveled through space on
our way to the Promised Land and had an out-of-
this-world experience. As recent graduates of
Rutgers University, the campers of Regular 1 start-
ed their lives in the work force as the economy
rose and fell. 

At Regular 2 the campers and heroes saved
camp from the dragon Trogdor. Campers showed
the dragon that at Camp Bratton-Green everyone
has a purpose.

During Regular 3 we took to the open seas
during the time of Moses and learned forgiveness
through our baptismal vows. The campers and
parents of First Camp watched and laughed at

Jonah as he was swallowed by the whale and
learned about serving God. 

During Regular 4 we used small groups and
building blocks to discuss community. Campers
learned what it takes to find his or her place in
community. 

At Regular 5 we took off in space once again,
this time along-side the prodigal son as he
learned about true friendship and forgiveness. A
prophet during Regular 6 predicted the end of

the world, but it turned out to be a bit of an exag-
geration and the campers learned to live day by
day in God’s image no matter what.

We ended the summer battling alongside the
Avengers at Special 2 to retrieve the Triforce of
Peace, Joy, and Love from the bad guys. It was
truly a blessing to be present at Camp Bratton-
Green this summer and see God’s work and love
in the faces of the campers and in the hearts of
the staff. Every week was a reminder of what a

special place we all have in this little slice of heav-
en. I would like to see every camper and staff
member return next summer and hope that no
matter where you live you will take a moment
with your family to come and remember the joy
and serenity that this place can offer. 

I hope that the lessons learned this summer
at Camp Bratton-Green are useful to you and your
child year round. To assist in this goal, we are
now offering a program on our web site called
Vibrant Faith. This program has a wealth of
resources for you and your family to reflect on
your time here either during the summer or a
short weekend visit. 

Through the readings and activities provided
on web site, we hope to help people grow in faith
and love as a family and aid individuals to discov-
er Christ in each other. Vibrant Faith also has
resources for the tougher times we face as a fami-
ly such as the death of a pet or the changes in
relationships.

If you are interested in seeing what Vibrant
Faith has to offer, please visit our web site at 
graycenter.org and look under the Camp Bratton-
Green tab.

Abram Jones is camp coordinator for Camp
Bratton-Green.

Camp continues record-breaking numbers

What’s your portfolio looking like?
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We all have a story to tell… join us for inspiration and guid-
ance in setting your story to song.  The Gray Center is thrilled to
announce that Tricia Walker will lead this hands-on retreat and
workshop with assistance from Robin Webb. Tricia Walker is a
singer/songwriter who returned to Mississippi to lead the Delta
Music Institute, a music industry studies program at Delta State
University.  Her songs have been recorded by a number of artists,
including Faith Hill, Patty Loveless and Alison Krauss, whose per-
formance of Tricia’s “Looking in the Eyes of Love” earned a Grammy
award.  Tricia is a recording artist and has performed as a backing
musician and vocalist for Connie Smith, Paul Overstreet, and Shania
Twain.  Robin Webb recently provided music for the retreat with Ed
Bacon at Gray Center and has performed on piano in various capac-
ities all over the world and on all 7 continents, including cruise
ships, theatre, cabaret houses, concert stages, churches, stadiums,
conferences, national parks, resorts, casinos, and educational work-
shops. We have asked Tricia and Robin to share with us
about the retreat. 

Q. What is the theme for this retreat?
A. “Writing the Song Within You” is a workshop/retreat
for participants interested in finding a way to express a
song from a heartfelt idea or personal experience. If
you would like to express yourself through songwriting,
please join us, you do not need to be a skilled musician
to write lyrics.
Q. What are the top things you hope participants will
gain from attending?
A. Encouraging that song you’ve always wanted to write to
come out and take on an external form by gaining a basic
understanding of some of the fundamentals of the craft of song-
writing, primarily lyric writing.
Q. What inspires you about the topic for the retreat?
Tricia: We all have a story to tell…and journaling is an excellent
method for telling our stories. But when music is added to a
lyric to make a song, it’s a wonderful vehicle to carry an idea or
story. Pretty amazing what can be related in under three min-
utes.

Robin: Also, people will love Tricia’s performances of her
own songs.  She will give an hour long concert Friday night.
Q. What excites you most about leading a retreat like this?
Tricia: I so enjoy seeing participants work through the fear or
insecurity of ‘cutting their hearts open’ to get their thoughts
on paper. It’s a very liberating thing for participants to ‘find
their voice’ and express it.
Robin: The Gray Center is a perfect place to experience cre-
ative down time, to mold ideas, to work in community and to
further your self-journey. 

For more information about this retreat and other 
Gray Center programs please visit our website graycenter.org
or contact Caelin Slevin at 
caelin@graycenter.org or 601-397-4273.

Camp Bratton-Green Paver Program
By Grae Dickson

Creating a beautiful camp for the youth of our diocese is always a priority at Gray Center. In August of 2013, Camp Bratton-Green was
able to complete a much needed enhancement on an unsightly area of our facility. There was a significant need to address an area located
between the rec hall and admin building that was unsightly and in need of some love and attention. This space serves as an area for our
campers to gather during the summers to share in community. The
Camp Bratton-Green Paver Program has helped to enhance this area
and give our camp family a chance to celebrate our loved ones that
have been so positively influenced and forever changed by Camp
Bratton-Green.

Even though the project is completed, there are still plenty of
bricks to be purchased. A minimum donation of fifty dollars reserves
a 4"x8" brick paver with space for three lines of text. The engraved
pavers that are purchased will take the place of blank pavers that are
currently in place. To be a part of this program, download the paver
form located on the Gray Center home page at www.graycenter.org
and carefully fill in the fields. Please be as neat as possible when fill-
ing out the form so we can avoid mistakes during the engraving
process. 

Mail the order form to Gray Center along with your payment. 
All proceeds will benefit the Camper Scholarship Fund. For more
 information, visit our web site or contact us at 601-859-1556.

Grae Dickson is the food and beverage director for the Gray Center. Bill Horne/Photos

“Writing the Song Within You,” Tricia Walker, with Robin Webb 
October 18-19 at the Gray Center
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Bring just yourself or come with friends or family for a spe-
cial getaway time at Gray Center.  October is the perfect time of
year to enjoy the beauty of Gray Center, to wander our trails,
enjoy our food and get some space from the rush of everyday life.  

As a special bonus, we are thrilled to announce that on
Friday night (Oct. 18) we will be hosting a free, hour-long
 concert by Tricia Walker, a singer/songwriter who returned to
Mississippi to lead the Delta Music Institute, a music industry
studies program at Delta State University.  Her songs have been
recorded by a number of artists, including Faith Hill, Patty

Loveless and Alison Krauss, whose
performance of Tricia’s “Looking in
the Eyes of Love” earned a Grammy
award.  Tricia is a recording artist and
has performed as a backing musician

and vocalist for Connie Smith, Paul Overstreet, and Shania Twain.  

To reserve space during this special weekend, please visit our
web site graycenter.org or contact Caelin Slevin at caelin@gray-
center.org or 601-397-4273.

Did you know that individuals, couples and families are welcome
to make reservations to come enjoy Gray Center’s lovely grounds
and facilities?  For details and availability contact Linda Cain, at
the Gray Center office, lindac@graycenter.org or 601-859-1556.

Fall Get-Away at Gray Center
With a Concert by Tricia Walker 

The weekend of October 18-20



GRAY CENTER NEWS

September 2013 The Mississippi Episcopalian 7

Reflections of Cursillo 124
Greg Cooper , St. Matthew’s/Kosciusko

Cursillo is a movement of the Church with the purpose to help those in the Church to under-
stand their individual callings to be Christian leaders.  Lay people, with the help of spiritual leaders,
carry out the Cursillo weekend: a weekend meant to enrich and deepen what is already in the partici-
pants.  These three-day weekends bring together a diverse group of Episcopalians (and sometimes peo-
ple of other denominations) to share the richness of many modes of worship and to broaden each
one’s appreciation for our Church. 

Over the past several years, I have been blessed to be called to attend Cursillo 114 and then to
serve on staff at Cursillos 123 and 124.  Each Cursillo weekend was different, but each one was amaz-
ing, uplifting and gratifying to me.  Serving as a staff member at the most recent Cursillo weekend was
truly an opportunity for me to “Let Go and Let God” take over.  Serving on staff gave me the opportu-
nity to share, entertain, and love unconditionally.  This weekend gave me the opportunity to make a
friend, be a friend, and bring a friend to Christ.

Linda Healy, St. John’s/Ocean Springs
Have you ever heard yourself saying “Yes” to doing something and you have no idea what you just

agreed to do?  Well, here I was saying “Yes” to attending Cursillo #124.  Talk about a leap of faith!
But, as Rev. Margaret Ayers says, “Accepting God’s invitations always leads to transformation.” 

And my Cursillo weekend did not disappoint.  There was singing, meeting new friends in Christ,
liturgy, motivational talks, laughter and plenteous food, all on the beautiful grounds of the Gray
Center.  I also had time to reassess my priorities and do a little soul searching.  I left feeling refreshed,
renewed, and refocused.  I am so pleased I said “Yes.”

I am still processing this very special experience, but I think Rev. Carol Mead said it best, “This
Cursillo weekend and all of the further work you will do after leaving the weekend leads to one goal:
finding out who you are in God and through God and what you are called to do for God’s sake.”  Be
brave, be bold and say “Yes” to God’s invitations.

Additional information
If you are hearing God’s calling to attend or to serve a Cursillo weekend, more information can

be found at Cursillo.dioms.org.  The next Cursillo weekend is November 21-24 at Gray Center.  Dates
for 2014 are February 20-23 and September 18-21.   

Ground: Dorothy McInnis, Greg Cooper, V.V. Selman, Richard Thomas (head cha cha),  
Elizabeth Bush (rector), Kimberly Lassiter, Webb Morgan, Bobbie Marascalco.  Sitting: Janet Trimm,
Jan Brackett, Billie Wright, Evelyn Randolf, Betsy Harbaugh,  Emily Baker.  Standing:  Whit Rayner,
Debbie Rayner, Wan Brown,  Margaret Ayers, Clyde Bean, Clare Burnett, Katy Campbell,  
Janice Herrington,  Mark Herbert, Marci Turner, Darrell Vaughn, Onaye Farrish, Garrett Wallace,
Linda Healy, Lena Melton, Ed Sisson,  Howard Benson, Christy Dunaway, Theo Williams, 
Gay Lunardinin, Chris Baker, Scott Lenoir, Robert Easterling.    Jud Meaders/Photo

Those who attended the Eighth Annual  Spiritual Retreat at Gray Center last month posed for a
group photo.  This year’s guest speaker was the Rev. Ed Bacon, rector of All Saint’s Church in
Pasadena, California, and the former dean of St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Jackson.  The retreat is 
sponsored by the Committee on Ministry with LGBT Persons and the diocese.

Brent Cumberland/Photo

Ropes course open year-round
By Abram Jones

The ropes course at Camp
Bratton-Green has been a popular
part of campers’ experience for
years, and now you have the
opportunity to share in that expe-
rience year round. The Camp
Bratton-Green Challenge Course
offers a great opportunity for
growth for children and adults
alike.

The course is open for parish
retreats, corporate groups, youth
groups, birthday parties, or just
for fun! We have over 10 low ele-
ments that build and strengthen
communication, team-management, and problem-solving, or your group can take on one of our high
elements for more of the “challenge” feel. We can also provide several non-element based games and
activities to provide opportunities for individuals to gain insights into themselves, how they fit into a
team, and what skills others bring to the experience. 

The camp charges are based upon the number of people in the group and the type of group that
we are serving as well as whether the group is is staying for a half or full day session.

For more information on the Challenge Course or any other facilities at Camp Bratton-Green, visit
our web site at graycenter.org or call 601-859-1517. 

Ready to book? Email Abram Jones at atabram@graycenter.org to create your own personalized
Challenge Course experience!

Abram Jones is the camp coordinator for Camp Bratton-Green.

Camp Bratton-Green 
Alumni Association

By Grae Dickson

The Camp Bratton-Green alumni association is growing stronger and making an enormous impact
at Gray Center. Established in 2008, the alumni association was created to provide continuing and
organized support for the camp, which has so deeply touched all of our lives, as well as the conference
center, and to provide for the Camp and conference center, in such a way as to ensure its future. It is
this mission that has driven the membership to passionately make a difference over the past five years. 

For the last five years, the alumni association has assisted Gray Center in several ways. In 2010,
the group began an annual campaign to complete a yearly “Alumni Project”. These projects have
included rebuilding the camp outdoor chapel, creating a boardwalk at the camp boat dock, and build-
ing a new bell tower at camp. This year the association helped Gray Center purchase the bricks for the
Camp Bratton-Green Paver Program and helped prepare the camp for our summer season. The proj-
ects are funded and labor is provided by the association membership. 

The alumni association gives a percentage of the annual budget to camp to be used for camper
scholarships. In 2013 a contribution of over $2,000 was made for camp scholarships. The association
also hosts an annual disc golf tournament called the Rose Hill Rumble, a Southern National regional
qualifier, which has helped fund the completion of our disc golf course. This year the Rose Hill
Rumble had close to 60 participants from five states competing. 

In 2012, the alumni association established the Camp Bratton-Green Post Office as our annual
fundraiser. The Post Office gives parents the option of bringing their mail to camp with them. For a
small fee, the permanent staff separates all letters and packages into the specific day that the parent
would like their mail to be delivered. The alumni association would like to thank all parents that par-
ticipated in the Post Office in 2013. Because of the support of these parents, the Post Office was able to
generate over $4,500 that will be used for improvements at camp.

It is the hope of the alumni association board that anyone who has a love for camp and Gray
Center will join us on the journey to make a difference at Gray Center. There are several types of mem-
bership available and descriptions of these can be found at http://cbgalumni.dioms.org. The alumni
board will also be happy to answer any questions you may have. Contact us at cbgalumni@gmail.com.
Help us take the next step in supporting the place that has been so formational to so many in this dio-
cese!

Grae Dickson is the food and beverage director at Gray Center and a member of the Camp Bratton-
Green Alumni Association. 
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Mary Rogers Davis Jones, 88, communicant of Trinity, Natchez, died November 7, 2012.

Harold Hubbard Livingston, 65, communicant of All Saints’, Tupelo, died August 8, 2013.

Jack Forrest “Doc” Denney, 85, communicant of St. Paul’s, Meridian, died August 10, 2013.

Nancy Ginn, 76, communicant of Christ Church Bay St. Louis, died August 17, 2013.

John Davidson “Buddy” Slater, 90, communicant of St. James’, Jackson, died August 20, 2013.

FAITHFUL DEPARTED

September 2013

Gray Center has a special place in many people’s hearts for its beauty and Camp Bratton-Green.
Now we are striving to bring programming to Gray center that YOU will want to attend.  We need your
thoughts and ideas.  What would you like to see us do?  Who do you want to hear speak?  Do you have
interests and talents that you would like to share by helping to lead a retreat or event?  

Look for new programming starting this October with our Writing the Song Within You and Fall
Getaway with Tricia Walker, professional singer and songwriter.  We are kicking off our new speaker’s
fund with our Egg Bowl No-Show Tailgating party.  Look for articles on all of these in this edition of
the Episcopalian.  

For more information or to submit ideas, see our web site www.graycenter.org or contact Caelin
Slevin at caelin@graycenter.org or 601-397-4273. 

Programming for YOU at Gray Center

A day in the life of guest services

Tailgating is all about coming together as a community to support something you love — 
(oh and you might want your team to win too).  Show your support for Gray Center while rooting for
your team at our NO-SHOW tailgating party.  All proceeds go to our new “Speaker’s Fund”.  Help us
bring you the speakers that you want to hear and be part of our winning team. 

Here’s how to get in on the action:
• Win a free night at Gray Center.  Submit your guess for the final score of the Egg Bowl. $5 per
guess.  The first three correct guesses or the three closest guesses for each game wins one free
night at Gray Center.

• Enter a raffle to win a Super Bowl Tailgating kit prepared by Grae Dickson, the mastermind
behind Gray Center’s celebrated dining.  $10 per raffle ticket.  Raffle drawing will be on
November 27th. 

• Dream Speaker’s list.  Free!  Send us your list of speakers you would love for us to have at Gray
Center. 

To participate go to our website graycenter.org
or contact Caelin at caelin@graycenter.org or 601-397-4273 

We’re making changes to how we do programming at Gray Center.  For more on this see the
“Programming for You” article in this edition of the Episcopalian.

Egg Bowl tailgating party 
(not) at Gray Center

Half marathon benefits camp
By Abram Jones

This past June, the 2nd Annual Hotter than Hades Half Marathon was held in Leland, MS. The run
is organized by members of St John’s/ Leland and is a fundraiser for Special Session Scholarships at
Camp Bratton-Green. This year St. John’s was assisted through water stations and donations by St.
Stephen’s/Indianola and Church of the Redeemer/Greenville, St. James/ Greenville, and  St.
Paul’s/Hollandale. 

There were 300 runners for the half marathon and 15 relay teams for the event. Each participant
received a t-shirt and a medal that was decorated by a special session camper. The sponsors for the
event were Planter’s Bank, Double Quick/Gresham Petroleum, Mitchell Distributing, Delta Regional
Health Center, and Rod’s Racers.

This year the race raised $13,500 for Special Session Scholarships, of which $10,000 was allocated
to the Special Session Endowment Fund. Many thanks from St. John’s and the staff of Gray Center to
all of the wonderful people who made this holy event happen.

Next year’s race is scheduled for Saturday, June 21, 2014, and registration will begin November 1,
2013. Early registration fees are $45 for the half marathon and $40 for a relay team. Registration will be
available at www.racesonline.com or www.tribbetthalfmarathon.com

Churches or organizations that are interested in sponsoring a water station should email 
jmurrell@planters-bank.com.

Abram Jones is the camp coordinator for Camp Bratton-Green.

By Brent Cumberland
A day in the life of guest services often starts off by checking with the office manager for any

updates in arrangements for arriving groups. There are many things that must be done before guests
arrive. First is to assure that meeting areas are as requested and that the area is heated/cooled properly.
A final room check is necessary to ensure that all is well.

It is the responsibility of guest services to meet and greet guests as they arrive and assist with bag-
gage if necessary.  Leaders of groups will be contacted to address any issues that need attention.  Meal
times are also a good time to check with guests concerning how their stay is going and to see if there
are other things guest services might take care of to make their stay more pleasurable.  Even if it is no
more than just stopping to say “hello” or “how are you today?” it is always our top priority to do every-
thing we can to make our guests feel welcome and comfortable.

After our guests leave it is time to put everything back in its place and get ready for the next
group. Scheduling airport pickups and returns is another service provided. It is always great picking up
guests, but especially those who have never been to the Gray Center before.  They are always interest-
ed in the area and our history and culture.  The hour drive in from the airport is a unique opportunity
for us to talk about these things.

Even when guests aren’t here, there are plenty of things to be done. Cleaning the center is a con-
stant task and it includes work done by everyone: housekeeping, maintenance, kitchen staff and guest
services.  In priority, maintaining the beauty of the center is second only to our guests’ comfort. 

Weeding the rock pits is a constant battle to keep them looking clean. Dealing with all manner of
insect critters is a never-ending task. Pressuring washing the boardwalk and sidewalks is a seasonal, but
necessary job. The not-the-most-fun task is cleaning up after the Canada geese!  Lovely while on the
water, but a challenge on land!

With limited staff all of these duties are accomplished, and much more, by everyone helping in
other departments. The goal is to maintain the beauty of the Gray Center so that it will last longer and
always provide a wonderful experience for our guests. Our hope is that all guests return home
refreshed and tell everyone about this wonderful place that is Gray Center. 

Brent Cumberland is the guest services director at Gray Center.
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I Love You Greater Than Space: a review

GOOD READING
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Remember finding The Song of Solomon in the Bible when you were in junior high
school?  This was a book that your parents and teachers definitely did NOT want you to
read!  In fact, they seemed to be embarrassed that it was included in the Bible.  Maybe
they tried to etherealize it by describing it as an analogy of God’s love and pursuit of
the church.

Anything but the love of a man and woman!
I feel that Lucy Dunn Blount may have been influenced by the Song of

Solomon in writing I LOVE YOU GREATER THAN SPACE (AuthorHouse, 2013),
which is a paean to the love she shared with Duncan MacLeod.

Lucy and Duncan met at Monteagle Sunday School Assembly.  Both are
wounded and healing; he is a widower, she a divorcee.  Their mutual attrac-
tion may have come to nothing had not Duncan’s daughter learned that
Lucy made an annual retreat to St. Mary’s, an Anglican convent in
Freeland, England, a convenient mile and a half from the MacLeod home
in Long Hanborough.

Two months passed before their first date; in another two
months they were married, and their love was so strong it was obvi-
ous to everyone they encountered.  

Again, they were in Monteagle, as the season was coming to
an end.  After a grand day of activities , they retire to their room.
In the middle of the night, Duncan awoke in obvious pain.  Sitting up in
bed, he took a deep breath and made motions with his arms as though swim-
ming; then he was still, dead of a massive heart attack.

They had been married a glorious 623 days.
Their love story, told in poetry by Lucy, is not a delicate, unearthly tale.  It is as much part of the

world as Lucy and Duncan are — concrete, hearty, and solid.  This is a love of flesh, of conversation, of
silence, of walks and meals and drinks in the evening.  It is walking hand in hand, admitting that she is

smitten by his very blue eyes.  It is rejoicing in embraces and caresses.  It is the love for which God cre-
ated man and woman.

Stylistically, the book includes three parts.  “Soaring Songs” is the story of the
courtship and marriage.  Each stanza of a poem is written as a haiku, an interest-

ing conceit that differs from the usual notion that a haiku stands alone,
complete.  This gives flow to the poetry and saves it from the facile
rhythm of most love poetry (who has not suffered from the “See Saw,
Margery Daw” scansion of those magazine poems?).  

The progress of love is so real that one occasionally feels like a voyeur
reading it, but it is not embarrassing.  It feels somewhat like sitting with old
friends whose marriage is so grounded in love and in God that you bask in the
warmth!  You feel your own relationships enriched.

The second part, “Duncan Doodle-Dog,” is the achingly beautiful effort to
explain Duncan’s death to their grandchildren, to ease their grief.  In so doing, she
embraces her own and moves to releasing him to God.  I found myself choked up
reading this section (and if you can read the story of the stuffed dog without tearing
up, you have lost something!)

The third part, “Ta, Gorgeous,” is the sad journey of learning to accept the change
from wife to widow.  Everything ordinary is now strange; a journey to Birmingham, being
home alone for the first time, introducing herself at a retreat — all is changed, changed; a
terrible beauty can be born only through the bedrock of her faith, of his faith.  She sees
them as separated yet together, looking forward to the day they will be together again.  

Faith in God is the continuing golden thread in these poems.  Loving God made it possi-
ble for Lucy and Duncan to love one another; loving God made it possible to continue life with
a shout of “Grateful, grateful!”  
Read I LOVE YOU GREATER THAN SPACE to reassure yourself that love is of God, and all your

love is part of God.

‘Harley Hallelujahs’ in Mississippi
The Rev. Ann Whitaker says she misses conduct-

ing biker masses now that she’s moved on from serv-
ing the Episcopal Church of the Creator in Clinton,
Mississippi, to St. Peter’s Church in Oxford.

“I think we’re missing something when we don’t
offer it, there’s a lot of bikers out there,” she said dur-
ing a recent telephone interview from Oxford.

She isn’t a biker but took a 150-mile ride, to
Vicksburg, on the back of one in 2008. It “reminded
me of the Holy Spirit,” Whitaker recalled in a reflec-
tion she wrote, titled “Harley Hallelujahs.”

“At first, I simply wanted to grab the sidebars and
hold on. I could not see over Pete Jr., or around him
and certainly not through him. If I was going to enjoy
the ride, I simply had to trust him to keep me safe,”
she wrote.

Her husband drove the entire way behind them
in a car but “only once did I truly feel unsafe. A log
truck coming from the opposite direction moved a
mighty wind; later I laughed and said I was still

pulling splinters out of my face,” she wrote. “It was
amazing how different things smell on the back of a
bike on the open road; you really smell the wood on
those log trucks up close and personal! Riding into
Vicksburg, we smelled bacon cooking along the road.”

“I saw so many parallels in this place of where
we have to trust God with every fiber of our being,”
added Whitaker during a recent telephone interview
with ENS. “I had to learn to not fight him. If he leaned
to the right going around a curve I had to lean with
him; otherwise we’d have wiped out.”

The experience also raised issues about “how do
we draw people in who are unchurched,” Whitaker
said. “How do we draw people who might not sit in
church ordinarily on Sunday morning and what do
they have to say to us? It has a lot to say about how we
meet God.”

The Rev. Pat McCaughan is a correspondent for the
Episcopal News Service.

Born to be ‘bikers’
Continued from page 12

[MSE] A Bridges Out of Poverty seminar
has been scheduled in Vicksburg on November
second.  The seminar will begin at 8:30 a.m.;
however, the location of the seminar was not
selected as of this writing.  The Rev. Margaret
Ayers, rector of St. James’/Port Gibson, said that as
soon as a location is decided on, the information
will be posted on the diocesan web site
www.dioms.org.  

The featured speaker of the seminar will be
Jody Pfarr, one of the originators of the Bridges Out
of Poverty program.  The cost for the seminar is
$25.00  

Bridges Out of Poverty and is designed to help
middle-class participants understand the truths about
poverty as well as laying the ground work to prepare
volunteers to be Bridges Out of Poverty facilitators. Call the Rev. Margaret Ayers, 
601-618-4173, or email her at ayersma@aol.com.

Bridges Out of Poverty 
seminar coming to Vicksburg
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Episcopal Church of the Mediator 
Bookstore

3825 35th Avenue  •  Meridian, MS 39305

www.mediatormeridian.dioms.org (click on Bookstore)
email: www.mediatorbooks@comcast.net

Phone: 601-483-3959, ext. 25, manager’s cell: 601-527-6095
Hours: Wed. 3:30-5:30 PM and Sun. 9:00 AM-10:15 & after 10:30 service

Prayerbooks, Anglican rosaries, Sara Rubin Pottery, crosses, jewelry, 
Episcopal items (T-shirts, sweatshirts, pins, hats, stickers, note cards) 
baby gifts, baptism & confirmation gifts,seasonal cards & gifts  

Shipping available

For more information or to register for events, please go to graycenter.org 
or contact Caelin Slevin at caelin@graycenter.org or 601-397-4273

…But be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God – what is good and

acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2

Gray Center Programming’s 
2013 Offerings

from The Center for Formation and Mission
September 20-22 Everyday Sacred: a Women’s Retreat

We will consider the ways that the church invites us to see our mundane, common,
everyday lives as sacred.  For surely, every day is sacred.
Ellen Gabardi, Spiritual Director and retreat and small group leader

September 27 A Day Apart: Day of Silence and Prayer
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
Rev. Diane Braman, LCSW and Stacy Wills, Contemplative Artist

September 27-29 Come to the Quiet... A Silent Retreat
The wisdom of the Desert Mothers and Fathers will companion us as we spend time
in solitude and in community rediscovering God through our senses, which can
come alive in the silence.
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
Rev. Diane Braman, LCSW and Stacy Wills, Contemplative Artist

October 18-19 Writing the Song Within You
Professional Singer/Songwriter Tricia Walker leads this hands-on retreat and work-
shop with assistance from Robin Webb.  We all have a story to tell… join us for
inspiration and guidance in setting your story to song.  Tricia will give an hour-long
concert Friday night.

October 18-20 Fall Get-Away at Gray Center
October is the perfect time of year to enjoy the beauty of Gray Center, to wander
our trails, enjoy our food and get some space from the rush of everyday life.  As a
special bonus, enjoy a free hour-long concert by professional singer/songwriter
Tricia Walker on Friday night (Oct. 18).

November 1 A Day Apart: Day of Silence and Prayer
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
The Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray, III

November 14-16 Open the Eyes of My Heart: Photography as a Spiritual Practice
Join Brad Berglund, popular retreat leader, and train your eye for prayerful vision.
All who enjoy making or looking at photos and who long to see the world more
imaginatively are welcome.
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry

November 27-28 Egg Bowl Tailgating (not) at Gray Center
Tailgating is all about coming together as a community to support something you
love.  Support Gray Center’s new “Speaker’s Fund” while rooting for your team at
our NO-SHOW tailgating party.

December 6-8 Knitting and Needlework in Advent: Be Still and Know…
Bring your needles and thread and take time to be still as we move through the
busy season of Advent.
Mrs. Susan Nix, St. Andrew’s Cathedral
The Rev. Jennifer Deaton, St. Andrew’s Cathedral

Tom Price served up popcorn to neighbors when Ascension/Hattiesburg hosted the University Heights
National Night Out Against Crime event on Tuesday August 6, from 6-8 p.m.  Ascension is in the
University Heights neighborhood and the parish has gotten more involved with  its neighbors since
the tornado that devastated the area in January.  Fire fighters, city officials, judges, and an assort-
ment of Hattiesburg dignitaries dropped by for popcorn and ice-cold water with around 60 neighbor-
hood people.  Plans are being made for next year’s event. 

David Sparks, longtime communicant of All Saints/Tupelo, receives the Mississippi Bar 2013 Lawyer
Citizenship award for outstanding service to his community and the legal profession.  Pictured from
left to right: Cathy Sparks, Maggie Grace Bullock, David Sparks, Guy Mitchell, Natalie Sparks Bullock
and Cate Sparks. Gil Ford/Photo
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SEPTEMBER
• 10: Fresh Start — Trinity Church, Hattiesburg — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• 12: Fresh Start — All Saints’, Grenada — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• 14: Ordination to the Diaconate — Epiphany, Tunica — 10:30 a.m.
• 15: Bishop Gray visits Resurrection & MSU, Starkville — 10:30 a.m.
• 15-17: Presbyter POC — Gray Center
• 20-22: Everyday Sacred: A Women’s Retreat — Gray Center
• 24: Disaster Preparedness Committee Meeting — Allin House — 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
• 27: A Day Apart — Gray Center — 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 27: FEMA Corp Induction — All Saints’, Vicksburg
• 27-29: Come to the Quiet...A Silent Retreat — Gray Center
• 28: Day on the Diaconate — All Saints’, Jackson — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• 29: Bishop Gray visits St. Matthew’s, Kosciusko — 10:30 a.m.
• 29: Coast Convocation Confirmation — St. Peter’s by-the-Sea, Gulfport — 6:00 p.m. 

OCTOBER
• 1: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 2: Bishop Gray visits St. Paul’s, Columbus — 6:30 p.m.
• 3: Gray Center Executive Committee Conference Call — 5:00 p.m.
• 4-5: Lay Leadership Training Institute — Gray Center
• 4-6: A.C. Marble School for Theological Formation — Gray Center
• 6: Bishop Gray visits St. Paul’s, Woodville — 10:30 a.m.
• 7-10: Annual Clergy Conference — Gray Center
• 11-13: Adults Working with Youth (Experienced Youth Ministers) — Gray Center
• 11-13: Jr. High DOY — Gray Center
• 12: Commission on Ministry Meeting — St. Andrew’s — 10:00 a.m.
• 13: Bishop Gray visits Chapel of the Cross, Madison — 10:30 a.m.
• 16: Bishop Gray visits St. Mark’s, Jackson — 6:00 p.m.
• 17: Finance Committee Conference Call — 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
• 18: Bishop Gray visits St. Luke’s, Brandon — 6:00 p.m. 
• 18-20: Happening #78 — St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Meridian
• 18-20: Happening Reunion — Church of the Mediator, Meridian
• 20: Bishop Gray visits Trinity, Hattiesburg — 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
• 24: Trustees Meeting — Allin House — 2:00 p.m.
• 26: Newcomer Conference — St. Andrew’s
• 27: Bishop Gray visits St. Peter’s, Oxford — 11:00 a.m.

Bishop Gray visits the Episcopal Church at Ole Miss — 5:30 p.m.
Bishop Gray visits Hispanic/Iglesia — 7:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER
• 1: A Day Apart — Gray Center — 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 1: Bishop Gray visits All Saints, Jackson — 6:00 p.m.
• 1-3: A.C. Marble School for Theological Formation — Gray Center
• 3-5: Presbyter POC — Gray Center
• 5: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 8-9: ECW Conference — St. Columb’s Episcopal Church, Ridgeland 
• 10: Bishop Gray visits St. Paul’s, Meridian — 10:30 a.m.

Bishop Gray visits Holy Trinity, Crystal Springs — 5:00 p.m.
• 14-16: Open the Eyes of My Heart: Photography as a Spiritual Practice — Gray Center
• 15: Fifty Years Later: The State of Racism in America — St. Andrew’s, Jackson
• 17: Bishop Gray visits Redeemer, Biloxi — 9:00 & 11:15 a.m.
• 19 Fresh Start — Trinity Church, Hattiesburg — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• 20: Deacons’ Council Meeting — Allin House — 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
• 21: Fresh Start — All Saints’, Grenada — 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
• 21-24: Cursillo #125 — Gray Center
• 21-24: Province IV Leadership and Networking Meeting — Trinity Center, NC
• 27-29: Allin House closed for Thanksgiving holiday
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Deployment Report
For The Mississippi Episcopalian

Ordinations
Will Lowry, to be ordained Deacon, Epiphany, Tunica, 10:30 a.m., September 14, 2013

New Calls/Appointments
The Reverend Deacon James Henry LeBatard, appointed to serve, Redeemer, Biloxi

In Transition
St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake, Brandon
St. Thomas’, Diamondhead
Redeemer, Greenville
St. James’, Greenville
St. Paul’s, Hollandale
St. John’s, Leland

Greetings from Natchez!
By Walton Jones

It’s time to save the date for our annual Episcopal Family Reunion (otherwise known as
Diocesan Council).  The 187th Annual Council will be held at the Natchez Convention Center the
weekend of January 31 - February 2.  We’re honored to be hosting our diocesan family for this won-
derful and holy gathering, so we’re hard at work to ensure that council in 2014 will be a wonderful
experience.  

Our opening service and business session will begin on Friday at 6:00 and will be followed
by a wonderful reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres at the convention center.  You also won’t want to
miss our dinner and dance on Saturday night at Dunleith Historic Inn. We’ll have wonderful food,
great music, and a special home-brew competition that will raise money for mission (for more informa-
tion visit: trinitynatchez.org/brew).

Registration packets with forms and lodging information have been mailed to each church.
This information, as well as online registration, is also now available online at
annualcouncil.dioms.org.

I hope you’ll make your plans to join us for council in 2014.  While you’re at it, feel free to
block off the whole week and enjoy even more of our town’s world-famous hospitality!

The Rev Walton Jones is the rector of Trinity/Natchez.

St. Mary’s, Lexington
Chapel of the Cross, Madison
St. John’s, Pascagoula
Trinity, Pass Christian
St. Francis’, Philadelphia

September 1, 2013



BIKER MINISTRY

By Pat McCaughan 

[Episcopal News Service] The Rev. Canon William
“Jay” Geisler has baptized during a biker rally over a motor-
cycle sidecar, performed weddings with the bridal couple
in black leather and sparked rousing cheers when he told
mourners “there’s only two types of bikers — those who
have gone down and those who will go down.”

“Someone got up [at a funeral] and asked ‘where’s
Billy?’ and I started talking about God’s love for all of us. I
said he’s with God of course,” Geisler recalled during a
recent interview. “Everybody erupted with cheers of happi-
ness, because they’ve been told they’re bad people.”

An avid biker, Geisler, 57, rector of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, realized the need for a
motorcycle ministry after a biker said to him, “you don’t
know what it’s like to look like Frankenstein and have the
heart of Shirley Temple.”

He and other biker priests say their love of motorcycles has
opened up new avenues to proclaim the Gospel to an overlooked
and underserved community.

Motorcycle masses in Maryland
The Rev. Steve McCarty was inspired to begin a motorcycle

ministry after another biker asked about the Episcopal shield on
his jacket. “I said, ‘Yeah I’m an Episcopal priest,’” recalled McCarty,
a biker since age 16. “We spent an hour and a half talking about
his faith and how he’d been shunned from the church he was
at, how they didn’t accept him, and he didn’t think he was
good enough to go there.

“He knew Scripture. He said, ‘I need someplace where I
can be accepted the way I am.’ I thought, maybe I’ll do some-
thing about it,” said McCarty, vicar at St. Andrew’s Church in
Clear Springs, Maryland.

He began holding motorcycle masses one Saturday
evening a month in June 2012 at St. Mark’s Church in
Lappans. The services have grown to about 30 regular
worshipers.

After Eucharist, “if the weather’s good, we take a
short ride to some place to eat,” said McCarty, 53, a
retired Maryland state trooper.

Geisler officiates at an annual blessing of the bikes
and also mentors new clergy, including the Rev. Frank
Yesko, a psychologist and Harley enthusiast. Yesko was
ordained June 15 and will begin serving as deacon-in-
charge of St. Barnabas in Breckenridge, Pennsylvania, in
September.

“It’s been an incredible journey,” said Yesko, 56, a
community college psychology teacher, who acknowl-
edged that Geisler’s mentorship fueled what might have
been an unlikely path to ordination.

“As I continued to grow and we got closer, I consid-
ered him my spiritual mentor or advisor,” he recalled. “I
started getting active in the church, and it snowballed.”

He views his motorcycle as “a vehicle to reach out. I try to be
open-minded in terms of the opportunity to serve God,” he said. “I
try not to rule out any possibilities. I believe serving God encom-
passes all of my life, including riding a motorcycle. Breaking down
those stereotypes is a wonderful way to serve God.”
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Bridgeway has new executive director

Born to be ‘bikers’: Motorcycle ministries reach out to under-served

By Brenna Talley

PICAYUNE, Miss - Bridgeway Apartments in Picayune, Mississippi has named Darryl W. Bruno, LCSW as executive director.
Bridgeway provides supervised living and supported employment services to adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities in an
environment that allows the maximum level of independence for each resident.  It is a service ministry of Saint Francis Community
Services.

In his new position at Bridgeway, Bruno will oversee the day-to-day operation and provide leadership for more than 37 staff and 24
residents. Bridgeway Apartments operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Support services include behavioral health, supported
employment, residential habilitation and wellness programs.  Bridgeway provides a safe and comfortable setting for residents who live in
one bedroom, single-occupancy apartments.

Under Bruno’s leadership, Bridgeway residents will continue to work in the community and succeed in a positive environment of
safety, empathy, attitude, and love.

Bruno comes to Bridgeway with more than 26 years of experience in mental health, substance abuse and other social work set-
tings.  He founded the Kids In Crisis Project, Inc. in 1989, which provided educational programs, seminars and counseling services to
professionals, parents and youth residing in the Orleans, Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes for more than 20 years.

Bruno spent 12 years working for the St. Tammany Parish Public Schools as their Crisis/Mental Health Coordinator.  He was
responsible for coordinating mental health and crisis services to more than 33,000 students and more than 5,000 employees as well as
contracting and supervising more than 87 mental health providers.  Following Hurricane Katrina, He worked with Mercy Corps in creat-
ing and developing “My Hurricane Story – A Guided Workbook for Children.” The book assisted children in coping with the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina.

Bruno served as clinical field instructor for many graduate social work interns for more than 17 years at Tulane – School of Social
Work, LSU – School of Social Work, SUNO – School of Social Work as well as several undergraduate schools in the greater New Orleans
area.  Recently, Bruno was added as a clinical field instructor for University of Southern Mississippi – School of Social Work in
Hattiesburg, Miss.

Bruno was born and raised in the Lakeview area of New Orleans — blocks away from the 17th Street Canal breach that occured
during Hurricane Katrina.  He currently resides in St. Tammany Parish and is married to Blake Bruno with 3 children.

Persons who want more information about Bridgeway Apartments can contact Bruno at 601-749-4848.

Brenna Talley is the marketing coordinator for St. Francis Community Services.

The Rev. Ann Whitaker got her riding legs on a road trip to
Vicksburg after a Blessing of the Bikes at Creator/Clinton.
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Biker priest the Rev. Steve McCarty, vicar at St. Andrew’s Church in Clear Springs,
Maryland.     Photo/Episcopal Diocese of Maryland.


