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THE DIOCESE OF SAN JOAQUIN GOVERNANCE

STANDING COMMITTEE

Clergy:
2015 The Rev. Suzy Ward St. Paul’s, Visalia
2014 The Rev. Michele Racusin Holy Family, Fresno
2013 The Rev. John Shumaker St. Matthew’s, San Andreas
2012 The Rev. Lyn Morlan St. Anne’s, Stockton

Lay:
2015 Stan Boone Holy Family, Fresno
2014 Richard Cress St. John’s, Lodi
2013 Richard Jennings Holy Family, Fresno
2012 Beryl Simkins (President) St. Francis, Tulock

DIOCESAN COUNCIL
 
NOTHERN DEANERY
Clergy: 2014 The Rev. Basil Mattews, 
  Avery/Tracy Priest In Charge
Lay: 2012 Louise McKoskey, 
  Christ the King, Riverbank

CENTRAL DEANERY
Clergy: 2013 The Rev. Paul Colbert,
  Madera/Merced Missioner
Lay: 2014 Don Austin, Holy Family, Fresno

SOUTHERN DEANERY
Clergy: 2012 The Rev. Linda Huggard, 
  Kern County Missioner
Lay: 2013 Carrol Sewell, All Souls, Ridgecrest

AT LARGE
Lay: 2012 Marvin Pettiford, V.P.,
  Grace, Bakersfield
Lay: 2013 George Sitts, St. Raphael’s, Oakhurst
Lay:  2014 Jan Dunlap, St. Brigid’s, Bakersfield

DEPUTIES TO GENERAL CONVENTION

Clergy Deputies:
C1 The Rev. Canon Mark Hall St. Anne’s, Stockton
C2 The Rev. Luis Rodriguez Church of the Saviour, Hanford
C3 The Rev. Glenn Kanestrom Christ the King, Riverbank
C4 The Rev. Kathryn Galacia St. Francis, Turlock
CA1 The Rev. Michele Racusin Holy Family, Fresno
CA2 The Rev. Paul Colbert St. Raphael’s, Oakhurst and  
        Holy Trinity, Madera
CA3 The Rev. Kathleen West St. Paul’s, Modesto

Lay Deputies:
L1 Nancy Key Holy Family, Fresno
L2 Cindy Smith St. Brigid’s Bakersfield
L3 Bill Latham Christ the King, Riverbank
L4 Jan Dunlap St. Brigid’s Bakersfield
LA1 Judith Wood St.Paul’s, Visalia
LA2 Marilyn Metzgar Grace, Bakersfield

DEPUTIES TO PROVINCE VIII SYNOD

The Rev. Paul Colbert St. Raphael’s, Oakhurst and 
    Holy Trinity, Madera
Jan Dunlap St. Brigid, Bakersfield

COMMISSION ON SCHOOLS, 2011–2012

Samantha Bland Christ the King, Riverbank
Faye Choate St. Matthew’s, San Andreas
Stephanie Gilmer St. Paul’s, Modesto
Katrian Van Walterop-Ijams St. Paul’s, Modesto
Janice Latham Christ the King, Riverbank
Frank Remkiewicz Christ the King, Riverbank
Lindy Santellan St. Paul’s, Modesto
Juanita Weber St. Anne’s, Stockton
The Rev. Kathleen West St. Paul’s, Modesto
Judy Teter  St. Paul’s, Modesto

MORE...

For documents concerning the Equality Commission, as well 
as the Canons and Constitution documents, please see our 
website, www.diosnajoaquin.org under the tab “Governance”.

YOUTH COMMISSION 

Stephen Bentley (Co-Chair) St. Anne’s, Stockton
Aaron Conner (Co-Chair) Grace, Bakersfield
The Rev. Kathie Galacia  St. Francis, Turlock
Claire Littlefield St. Francis, Turlock
Leslie Littlefield St. Francis, Turlock
Ashley McGuire Grace, Bakersfield

COMMISSION ON MINISTRY

Marion Austin, Chair  Holy Family, Fresno
The Rev. Kathryn Galicia, 
  Vice Chair  St. Francis, Turlock
The Rev. Glenn Kanestrom  Christ the King, Riverbank
Deacon George Cano  Christ the King, Riverbank
Shelley Lindgren  St. Matthew’s, San Andreas
Nancy Silva (Secretary)  Christ the King, Riverbank
The Rev. Jim McDonald  Holy Family, Fresno
Elaine Berg  Grace, Bakersfield
Jackie Cooper-Glenn  Grace, Bakersfield

HAITI TASK FORCE

The Rev. Harold Clinehens (Chair) St. John’s, Lodi
Lydia Fox St. Anne’s, Stockton
Stephanie Gilmer St. Paul’s, Modesto
Richard Jennings Holy Family, Fresno 
The Rev. Connor Lynn St. Anne’s, Stockton
Nick Rogers All Souls, Ridgecrest
Juanita Weber St. Anne’s Stockton
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FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Friends, 
On Friday and Saturday, Octo-

ber 26-27, clergy and lay delegates, 
friends and visitors will gather at 
St. Paul’s Church in Modesto for the 
annual convention meeting of the 
diocese. It will be the 53rd annual 
meeting of the diocese and the 
fourth for the reconstituted Episco-
pal Diocese of San Joaquin. 

Delegates and other members of 
the diocese will celebrate that we 
are still here, alive and well. We  
are the Church in the San Joaquin 
Valley that truly represents the  
Anglican perspective on the faith.

These have been difficult years 
for our 21 congregations. Only 
about one-half of our congrega-
tions have buildings of their own 
in which to worship. Most find it 
necessary to worship in the space 
of churches of other denomina-
tions and other public places. Some 
of our clergy serve more than one 
congregation.  

The majority of our clergy serve 
part-time or without any stipend at 
all. We continue to be engaged in 
litigation for the return of dioc-

esan funds and 
property. In 
the context of 
this reality, San 
Joaquin Episcopalians have worked 
to reconstitute and rebuild the 
diocese.

I have selected as a theme for 
this meeting which is . . . “we do 
not lose heart.” It is taken from St. 
Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians; he 
is writing about how difficult the 
struggle to be the faithful Church of 
Jesus Christ is, given the obstacles 
we must struggle against. We ac-
knowledge the difficulties we have 
and do face, but with that as our 
reality, . . . “we do not lose heart”. 

We remain centered in our 
baptismal affirmations in which we 
proclaim Jesus as Lord and our-
selves as Christ’s ministers in God’s 
mission. And so all who can come, 
clergy, laity, delegates, visitors, 
friends, all members of the diocese. 
Do come, to remember, to celebrate, 
to fellowship, and to continue to 
equip ourselves for God’s mission.

Faithfully,
+Chet Talton

Equipping ourselves for 
God’s mission

Bishop Talton

October 9 St. Francis, Turlock           

October 21 St. Paul’s, Modesto            

October 26-27 Annual Convention, 
 St. Paul’s, Modesto

November 4 Grace Episcopal, 
 Bakersfield

November 14-16 Clergy Retreat

November 18 St. Paul’s, Visalia

Canon Cullinane

October 7 Holy Trinity, Madera
 and St. Nicholas, 
 Atwater

October 14 St. Clare of Assisi, 
 Avery

October 26-27 Annual Convention, 
 St. Paul’s, Modesto

November 11 St. Sherrian’s, 
 Kernville

November 14-16 Clergy Retreat

BISHOP & CANON CALENDARSCan you help to support this  
publication of your diocese?

¨ YES, I would like to support the  
ministry of Episcopal Life San Joaquin 
Name:
______________________________
Address: 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________

Donation: ¨	$20 ¨	$25 ¨	$50  

¨	other $_____________________

Mail your check to: 
Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin
1528 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA 95356
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Presiding Bishop Katharine Jef-
ferts Schori and the Rev. Gaye 
Jennings, President of the House 

of Deputies, are appointing a task 
force to reform and restructure the 

Episcopal Church, according 
to Bishop Stacy Sauls, chief operating 
officer.

He hopes it will be more a revival 
than a reform, added Sauls, keynote 
speaker at the Aug. 31-Sept. 3 San 
Joaquin diocesan ministry conference 
at the Evergreen Conference Center in 
Oakhurst, attended by several dozen 
clergy and laity. 

Concurrently, the Rev. Luis Ro-
driguez, rector of the Church of the 
Saviour, Hanford, facilitated a quiet 
day and retreat for diocesan Eucharis-
tic ministers.

Sauls, the former Bishop of Lexing-
ton, holds a degree in canon law. He 
said he hopes the revival would shift 
the church’s focus from governance to 
mission, to “meeting Jesus in the flesh 
… (and) remembering about God.”

The 77th General Convention in 
Indianapolis unanimously approved 
structural reform, and a $111,516,032 
budget for the next triennium; more 
than half of which was dedicated to 
mission.

Such reform, added Sauls, must 
include changing from providing 
program to engaging Episcopalians 
in mission, which is ultimately about 
meeting Jesus and remembering 
about God. 

“When Episcopalians come face 
to face with Jesus and remember him 

and act on that, then I am convinced 
we are going to see a new kind of 
church, a non-religious church, a non-
institutional church, a church that is 
more focused on being the body of 
Christ.”

He added that the church, at every 
level, has but one purpose. “It is to 
meet Jesus, and Jesus will be met 
where he told us we would find him, 
among the poor, the sick, the op-
pressed. That is what we are here to 
help make happen.”

He described several encoun-
ters that helped him remember the 
church’s essential mission, to be in 
relationship with the poor, he said.

Hobie, a homeless man, appeared 
at St. Bartholomew’s Church in At-
lanta where Sauls was rector prior to 
his 2000 election as Bishop of Lexing-
ton. He said only three words, “pray 
for Hobie” but they had a profound 
and lasting effect, Sauls said.

The poor are important “because 
they have everything to do with God 
in the flesh, concretely, tangibly,” 
Sauls said. “And that has something 
to do with the mission we have  
been given, to restore all people to 
unity with God and each other in 
Christ. That is why the poor are 
inseparably linked to God’s mission 
and to our salvation.”

Episcopal Life San Joaquin Quarterly
is a publication of the Episcopal 
Diocese of San Joaquin
1528 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA 95355 
Phone: 209-576-0104
Fax: 209-576-0114

Editor: Pat McCaughan 
revpatmccaughan@aol.com 

Art Director: Molly Ruttan-Moffat
mollywog@pacbell.net

Periodical Postage Paid at Modesto 
CA and additional mailing offices. 
Episcopal Life San Joaquin Quarterly 
is published four times per year in 
January, April, June and September by 
the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin, 
1528 Oakdale Rd., Modesto CA 95355. 
USPS # 006-194. POSTMASTER: send 
address changes to: Episcopal Life San 
Joaquin Quarterly, Attn: Episcopal 
Journal Circulation Department, PO 
Box 937, Bellmawr, NJ 08099-0937; 
ejournal@egpp.com; 800/691-9846.

Visit our website:
www.diosanjoaquin.org

Be a part of Episcopal 
Life San Joaquin!
Please send stories, photos, informa-
tion, letters and announcements by 
the 5th day of each month for inclu-
sion in the next edition of Episcopal 
Life San Joaquin. Mailing address:  
Editor, Episcopal Life San Joaquin, 
1528 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA 95355, 
or email:  
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Bishop Stacy Sauls on church  
restructuring: ‘meeting Jesus,  
remembering about God’
By Pat McCaughan

Hank Webb (Grace), Elain Seager (St. John’s, Lodi), the Rev. Kathie 
Galicia (St. Francis), the Rev. Glenn Kanestrom (Christ the King) and 
on the violin Jane Kanestrom (Christ the King) at the Celebration of 
Ministry closing Eucharist.

The Rt. Rev. Stacy 
Sauls, chief operating 
officer of the Episcopal 
Church, was the 
keynote speaker at 
the annual diocesan 
Celebration of Ministry 
Conference.

TO PAGE  7
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Preparing for disasters is often 
seen as difficult since most of 
us really don’t want to think 

even about an emergency, let alone 
a disaster. Yet we all know that 
something could, and sometimes 
does, happen that could turn our  
lives upside down. 

There is an old saw — “Fortune 
Favors the Prepared”. And by 
following some specific steps and 
spending just a little time preparing 
for the worst can help turn a potential 
tragedy into possibly a temporary 
inconvenience, according to the Rev. 
Karin and Steve White.

The Whites are basing their  
talks on materials and training  
they received from Episcopal  
Relief and Development’s USA 
Disaster Preparedness program in 
February 2012. They and a small 
team from St. Raphael’s, 
Oakhurst have been modeling 
the “Bronze” Congregational 
Planning Guide as a means to 
test drive the planning process 
and learn how to implement 
those plans. Essentially, the 
steps are:

n  To help individuals to 
personally prepare for three 
possible emergency scenarios 
by assembling “Escape Kits” 
sufficient for 3-5 days.
n  To help parishes to plan 
and prepare for possible inter-
ruptions due to local or com-
munity wide disasters unique 
to their own environment.
n  To consider community 
needs arising from such a 
disaster and prepare possible 
responses to those needs 
by cataloging church and 
parishioner assets that can aid 
long-term recovery.

Two members of the team, George 
Sitts and Carolyn Enlow, collabo-
rated in producing a “Preparing For 
Disasters” booklet that is now being 
adapted for use by both the diocese 
and the national church. Several com-
munity groups have asked for copies 
of the booklet and St. Raphael is mak-
ing it available as a ministry outreach 
project for a donation of one dollar to 
cover printing costs.

Obviously, these planning activi-
ties can range from the simple to the 
complex. This is the reason that three 
congregational plans (Bronze, Silver 
and Gold) exist. However the first step 
for any parish is fairly simple and the 
initial step is to complete the “Bronze” 
Guide. This guide was distributed 
at the recent ministry conference at 
ECCO to folks attending from some 20 
churches. It can also be downloaded 

from the “Forms and Documents” 
section of www.diosanjoaquin.org 
and consists of the following simple to 
complete sections:

1. The Front page — Contact  
information for the church.
2. A page for listing the congrega-
tion’s Disaster Leadership Team 
members. This will most likely be 
your Vestry or Bishop’s Committee, 
Church Administrator, and Priest.
3. A page for listing parishioners 

with special needs.
4. A page for recording  
Insurance Policy information 
such as Policy number and  
Assigned Agent.
5. A page listing key contacts at 
the Diocese of San Joaquin. 

Some forecasts are 
predicting a hard winter 
in 2013 and we are asking 
that all churches within the 
diocese complete the Bronze 
Congregation Disaster Plan and 
return it electronically to Ellen 
Meyer at the Diocesan Office  
no later than December 1, 2012 
so that we can pull together in 
the event of difficulty.

The Whites are available to 
help and can be reached at 
karinreedwhite@gmail.com 
or trampatb@gmail.com or by 
phone at 559-641-6286. o

The Rev. Karin and Steve White are disaster 
relief coordinators for the diocese, appointed 
by Bishop Talton at the request of Episcopal 
Relief and Development (ERD). The Diocese of 
San Joaquin is among many others throughout 
the greater church who are participating in this 
program. They have been meeting with deaner-
ies, congregations and individuals around the 
diocese to educate and inform them about the 
importance of disaster preparedness.

Disaster Planning in the Diocese  
of  San Joaquin
By the Rev. Karin & Steve White, Diocesan Disaster Relief Coordinators
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A sample emergency kit prepared by 
the Rev. Karin and Steve White for 
their presentation in Lodi last April.

DISASTER RELIEF UPDATE

PH
OT

O
: 

W
W

W
.S

TJ
OH

N
SO

FL
OD

I.
OR

G

http://www.diosanjoaquin.org
mailto:karinreedwhite%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:trampatb%40gmail.com?subject=


October 20124

Top, left to 
right: President 
of the House 
of Deputies 
Bonnie 
Anderson, 
the Rev. Luis 
Rodriguez, the 
Rev. Kathie 
Galicia, Cindy Smith and  
the Rev. Kathleen West; 
Above: The Most Rev. 
Mauricio Andrade, Primate 
of Brazil with the Rev. 
Canon Kathleen Cullinane; 
Right: Bishop Chet Talton 
with Nancy Key.

A big thanks to all those who 
submitted convention photos  
for use in this issue.

By Matthew Davies | July 12, 2012
Episcopal News Service

[Episcopal News Service - Indianapo-
lis] General Convention has called on 
the Episcopal Church to re-imagine its 
structure, taken historic steps towards 
full inclusion, endorsed positive invest-
ment in the Palestinian Territories, and 
reaffirmed its commitment to building 

Anglican Communion 
relationships while 
declining to take a posi-
tion on the Anglican 
Covenant.     

Based on the Angli-
can Communion’s “Five 
Marks of Mission”, the 
budget for the Episcopal 
Church in the 2013-2015 
triennium was adopted 
unanimously by the 
77th General Conven-
tion July 11.

The budget is bal-
anced at $111,516,032, 
compared to $111,808,350 
for the current triennium, 
and comes with a small 
surplus of $30,000.  

Presiding Bishop 

Katharine Jefferts Schori said that con-
vention included, “the Episcopal Church 
not only of the future, but of today, in 
the presence of young adults, a more 
significant number than we’ve seen in a 
long time, people of many nations and 
tribes and language traditions” including 
more than 40 international guests. 

“The Episcopal Church is healthy, it’s 
becoming healthier, and it’s poised for 
an even more significant impact on the 
world around us. There’s no stopping us. 
Watch out world. We’re coming.”   

Bonnie Anderson, who stepped down 
as House of Deputies president, said it 
has been a great convention and that the 
deputies, 44 percent of whom were new, 
were extremely well prepared.

Structural reform
Of the almost 400 resolutions submit-

ted to General Convention more than 90 
related to structural reform. The struc-
ture committee recommended Resolu-
tion C095, which sailed through both 
the houses of deputies and of bishops. 
It called for creation of a task force to 
re-imagine the workings of the Episcopal 
Church in the 21st century.

The task force of up to 24 people will 
gather ideas in the next two years from 
all levels of the church about possible re-
forms to its structures, governance and 
administration. Its final report is due by 
November 2014, culminating in a special 
gathering of people from every diocese 
to hear recommendations to be made to 
the 78th General Convention. 

Bishop Stacy Sauls, chief operating 
officer for the Episcopal Church, praised 
the work of both the structure commit-
tee and convention as “a movement of 
hope for the future of the church.”

The spending portion of the 
budget for the next triennium is 
allocated according to the Anglican 

Many, many thanks to the 
San Joaquin deputation who 
shared their experiences 
with readers by contribut-
ing to the Episcopal Life 
San Joaquin “Convention 
Daily” in spite of very long 
days and very busy hectic 
schedules. Here is a wrap-up 
of convention actions.

GENERAL CONVENTION  
WRAP UP: Re-envisioning church for the 

21st century
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Communion’s Five Marks of Mission. 
The budget assumes $73.5 million 
in commitments from the church’s 
dioceses, nearly $4 million less 
than that in the current triennium. 
That total is based on keeping at 19 
percent the amount that the church 
asks dioceses to contribute annually 
to the church-wide budget.

Same-gender blessings
In a historic move, convention  

authorized provisional use of a rite 
for blessing same-gender unions. 
“The Witnessing and Blessing of a 
Lifelong Covenant” rite will be avail-
able for use starting Dec. 2 (the first 
Sunday of Advent). The resolu-
tion also states that clergy will 
need the permission of their 
bishop and may also decline to 
preside at a blessing liturgy.

The resolution calls on  
the Standing Commission on 
Liturgy and Music to review 
the process over the next  
triennium.

Gender identity, expression
Two resolutions passed by 

convention offer support for 
the transgender community  
by adding gender expression 
and identity to two canons  
that prevent discrimination. 
One makes clear that the or-
dination discernment process 
is open to them, and another 
guarantees their equal place  
in the life, worship and gover-
nance of the church.

The action prompted the 
majority of deputies from the 
Diocese of South Carolina to 
leave the General Convention 
July 11, although a remaining 
deputy, the Very Rev. John B. 
Burwell, told Episcopal News 
Service, “We are not leaving 
the Episcopal Church.”

Positive investment
Convention overwhelmingly sup-

ported Resolution B019 which affirms 
positive investment “as a necessary 
means to create a sound economy 
and a sustainable infrastructure” in 
the Palestinian Territories. It also 
calls on the church to support “the 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian study 
on peace with justice in the Middle 
East,” and produce an annotated 
bibliography of resources.

Anglican Covenant,  
Continuing Indaba

Convention affirmed its commit-
ment to building relationships across 

the Anglican Communion, especially 
through the Continuing Indaba pro-
gram, and to decline to take a posi-
tion on the Anglican Covenant.

The Rev. Gay Jennings of Ohio was 
elected to serve as the next president 
of the House of Deputies and Byron 
Rushing of Massachusetts as the 
next vice president. Each will serve a 
three-year term beginning at the end  
of General Convention.

Other legislation that convention 
passed includes:

Studying marriage. Resolution 
A050, authorizing creation of a 
12-member task force to study 

marriage, including needs for 
pastoral responses by clergy for 
same-sex couples in states where 
civil marriage is legal, as well 
as issues “raised by changing 
societal and cultural norms and 
legal structures.”

Poverty and justice. Resolu-
tion A135 commits the church 
over the next three years to 
“teaching, preaching, organizing, 
advocating, and building mutu-
ally transformative relationships 
with those who are poor to focus 
our hearts and the mission of our 
congregations and dioceses on 
reducing poverty and increasing 
economic and racial justice.” 

Support for Gaza hospital. 
Resolution B017, calling on the 
church to support the Diocese 
of Jerusalem’s Al Ahli Hospital 
in Gaza with fundraising and 
advocacy after the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency cut 
its financial aid, slashing the 
hospital’s budget nearly in half.

Denominational Health Plan. 
Resolution B026, gives dioceses 
and parishes an additional three 
years to meet the requirement 
that they provide parity in 
health insurance 
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FIVE MARKS  
OF MISSION

1. To proclaim the Good 
News of the Kingdom

2. To teach, baptize and 
nurture new believers

3. To respond to human 
need by loving service

4. To seek to transform  
unjust structures of  
society

5. To strive to safeguard  
the integrity of creation 
and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth

— The Anglican  
Communion

The ‘Marks of Mission’ 
sidewalk decals were 
displayed outside the 
Indiana Convention  
Center in Indianapolis.

“The Episcopal Church is healthy, it’s becoming healthier, and it’s poised for 
an even more significant impact on the world around us. There’s no stopping us. 
Watch out world. We’re coming.”     — Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
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Diocesan Convention: mission, 
outreach, cool jazz, meditative music and 
copies of  Jane Lamb’s book for sale

n  Eldon Wayne  
Anderson will be  
ordained to the  
priesthood at 11 a.m.  
Saturday, Oct. 6 at  
St. Anne’s, Stockton,  

by Bishop Chet Talton. Eldon Ander-
son will continue to serve as a priest 
at St. Paul’s, Modesto where he has 
been stationed as a deacon.

n  George Sitts and Carolyn Enlow, 
members of the diocesan disaster  
relief team, collaborated in produc-
ing a “Preparing For Disasters” 
booklet that is now being adapted 
for use by both the diocese and the 
national church.

n  Jim Stickney is 
serving as interim rec-
tor at St. John’s Lodi. 

n  The Diocese of San  
Joaquin is well-represented in 
church-wide committees and com-
missions, including: the Rev. Canon 
Kate Cullinane, who was appointed 
to the Executive Council Committee 
on Corporate Social Responsibility; 
Cindy Smith was appointed  
to the Standing Commission on 
Small Churches; the Rev. Michele 
Racusin, rector of Holy Family,  
Fresno, was appointed to the Pro-
gram, Budget and Finance Com-
mittee for the next triennium, and 
Nancy Key has been appointed to 
continue on the Standing Commis-
sion on Mission and Evangelism.

n  More than 130 well 
wishers gathered for  
the Aug. 12 celebra-
tion of the Rev. Harold 
Clinehens, retiring as 
rector of St. John the 

Baptist Episcopal Church in Lodi. He 
will continue as chair of the diocesan  
task force on Haiti and along with 
spouse Beverley plans to develop  
their property at Mount Shasta, to 
travel and to visit family within and 
outside the United States. Engaging 
their “life-giving vocations” is also  
in the forecast, they said. o

T he 53rd annual meeting of 
convention in the Diocese 
of San Joaquin Oct. 26-27 

themed “We do not lose heart” 
has something for everyone at St. 
Paul’s Church in Modesto. 

The two-day line-up includes cool 
jazz, good food, fellowship, commu-
nity and worship and an extra bonus, 
with copies available of Hurt, Joy and 
the Grace of God: A Resurrection Story 
of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese 
of San Joaquin, written by Jane Lamb.

Lamb signed copies of the book 
during the 77th General Convention in 
Indianapolis. Her compilation of the 
stories of clergy and laity began while 
she was resident in the diocese along 
with her husband, the Rt. Rev. Jerry 
Lamb, who served as the diocese’s 
provisional bishop from 2009-2011. 

All proceeds from the book, which 
retails for $16, are slated to benefit a 
project for the diocese, as determined 
by diocesan council.

Convention also includes opportu-
nities to learn about the workings of 
the wider Episcopal Church as well as 
our own diocese. Among other things, 
it included:

News and Reports: the San Joa-
quin deputation will report from Gen-
eral Convention. Chancellor Michael 
Glass will discuss his work within the 
diocese. Bishop Chet Talton 
will offer a convention ad-
dress on the state of the dio-
cese. Special guest speaker 
Sister Marie Margaret from 
the Diocese of Haiti will de-
scribe the ongoing renewal 
of the church in the Diocese 
of Haiti and how the San 
Joaquin-Haiti friendship is 
progressing.

Fellowship: Friday eve-
ning includes fellowship, with the en-
joyment of hors d’oeurves and a buf-

fet-style dinner. The Norm Freeman 
jazz ensemble is slated to perform. 
Freeman is the rector and headmaster 
of St. George’s Church and Academy 
in Laguna Hills, California.

Worship: Friday worship includes 
a renewal of baptismal vows in the 
afternoon, and evening compline. On 
Saturday morning, a 9:30 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist includes a diocesan choir, 
and the meditative strains of award-
winning Juilliard-trained violinist 
Katherine Cash. She and Freeman 
have formed a musical duo, N2K, 
which offers a collection of healing 
music called “Soul Break” throughout 
the Los Angeles area. Selections of 
their music have been released on a 
DVD entitled “Soul Break.”

Cash has toured the U.S.S.R, the 
Americas, Europe and Japan, both as a 
performer of chamber music and as a 

soloist. She has performed 
as a concertmaster of the 
New York Symphonic 
Ensemble and the New 
York Arte Chamber Or-
chestra, and also for such 
Broadway musicals as: Les 
Miserables; Nicholas Nick-
leby; Singing in the Rain; 
Dreamgirls; and Fiddler on 
the Roof.

Other presentations 
include examples of a service of same 
sex blessings, and remarks 

PEOPLE

Jane Lamb signs copies of her book 
at the General Convention.

TO PAGE  8

Katherine Cash
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F our of us from 
the San Joaquin 
diocese attended 

“Nuevo Amanecer” (New Dawn), a 
four-day national gathering at the 
Kanuga Conference Center in North 
Carolina about Hispanic Ministry 
organized by the Episcopal Church. 

The gathering was practical, pro-
found and lively! The theme of the 
conference was “Muchos Pueblos, Una 
Familia” (Many People, One family) 
and there were over 200 in attendance 
— Hispanic and Anglo Episcopalians 
alike. Those attending from San 
Joaquin included: the Rev. Canon Kate 
Cullinane, the Rev. Kathleen West, 
rector of St. Paul’s, Modesto; the Rev. 
Paul Colbert, vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Madera and St. Raphael’s, Oakhurst, 
as well as myself. 

Workshop topics ranged from 

beginning and fostering Hispanic 
Ministry, Immigration, second 
and third generation Hispanics 
and finding common ground through 
prayerful arts. I came away with  
the feeling that we have a great  
opportunity to begin Hispanic minis-
try in our diocese. 

We were blessed to hear Bishop 
Dan Edwards of Nevada describe the 
successes and failures of starting  
Hispanic ministries in his diocese. 
He commissioned us for the work 
as he talked about the ministry as 
a part of our catechesis: that we are 
called to reconcile all people to one 
another and to God. Yes, wounds 
have been inflicted and now it is time 
to heal. This is God’s plan. We can 
heal and grow and learn from one 
another as we continue to live into 
the Kingdom of God.

The worship experiences and mu-
sic were joyful and exuberant. As we 
came together for Eucharist we really 
felt old divisions fade and new friend-
ships form. We were beginning to 
be family — with all of the love and 
hospitality that one hopes for from a 
family. One of the songs that we sang 
(that really rocked!) was created for 
the conference. The lyrics pretty well 
sum up my hope for our diocese after 
the conference:

Many people; just one family.
We are like a rainbow in the air.
Many people; just one family
With Jesus altogether, everywhere! o

Another encounter happened with 
children in 2008 at a reading camp 
sponsored by the Lexington diocese 
in Grahamstown, South Africa. After 
asking the children if they’d ever seen 
a photo of God, Sauls presented a mir-
ror. As each child gazed at his or her 
reflection, Sauls explained: “this is 
God’s photo.” 

When he bid the children farewell, 
“one little girl, Charmaine, stood up 
and said, in a wonderful South Afri-
can accent, ‘we will remember about 
God,” he recalled.

Remembering about God
The conversation about restructure 

is fundamentally about remembering 
who we are, about the church being 
liberated from “cultural captivity” 
which began in 312 when Emperor 

Constantine instituted Christianity as 
the state religion, Sauls said.

“There are those who would tell 
us it is just the opposite, that the 
church has lost its way, that we have 
sold out to our culture, and that now 
is the time we have forgotten about 
God. I think the truth is that we are 
beginning to free ourselves of cultural 
dominance for the first time in a long 
time, a very long time,” he said.

With Christianity as the estab-
lished religion “and the religion of  
the establishment” clergy and bishops 
became identified with power, pres-
tige, and privilege and “in short, we 
forgot about God.”

Now, as the church attempts to 
remember, “we are finding that 
power, privilege and prestige are 
hard things to give up, but they are 
crumbing around us,” he said. “The 
fact that they are crumbling appears 
to be decline, which has resulted in a 
great deal of anxiety and acting out 

by those still trying to cling to the 
Church that once was, but we are no 
longer the established church nor the 
church of the establishment.”

He predicted the reform will shift 
the role of bishops from chief ex-
ecutive officer to chief teacher, chief 
pastor and chief missionary officer. 
Similarly, the ministry of the laity will 
be freed to change the world, “to tear 
down what is unjust and, more impor-
tantly and much more challengingly, 
to build what is just.” 

“What is happening around us, 
I think, is one of the most hopeful 
moments the church has ever expe-
rienced, although it comes, as hope 
often does, in a fearful way,” Sauls 
said. “But it is fearful and difficult 
only when we fail to remember, to 
remember who we are, to remember 
about God.” o

The Rev. Pat McCaughan is ELSJ  
editor.

Many People, One Family at  
the Nuevo Amanecer Conference

By the Rev. Glenn Kanestrom, 
Rector, Christ the King Church, Riverbank

Bishop Stacy Sauls
FROM PAGE 2

From left, The Rev. Glenn Kanestom, 
the Rev. Kathleen West and the Rev. 
Paul Colbert, at the conference.
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n  All Souls’, Ridgecrest  
celebrates a milestone

All Souls Episcopal Church  
in Ridgecrest celebrated a milestone 
June 10, with the confirmation  
of seven new members and a  
child baptism. 

The Rt. Reverend Chester Talton 
joined the Rev. Linda Huggard and 
the Rev. Ruth Eller to preside over 
this special ceremony. 

The growing congregation meets 
Sundays at 5 p.m. in Old Town Ridge-  
crest’s Historical Society Building.

n  A whale of  a 
good time at St. 
Paul’s vacation 
bible school

St. Paul’s Church 
in Modesto hosted 
vacation bible school during the 
summer, with a Jonah and the 
Whale themed curriculum. About 14 
children enjoyed arts, crafts, games, 
music, movement, science, free play, 
yoga and Jonah lessons brought to 
life by scholarly parishioner volun-
teers. Participants were able to crawl 
right inside the belly of a man-made 
whale and learn one whale of a tale!

n  Hanford: 1st  
Annual Harvest 
Soup Cook-Off

The Episcopal 
Church of the Saviour 
(ECOS) in Hanford 
is hosting the first 
annual Harvest Soup 
Cook-Off on October 

20, 2012, to benefit the ECOS Soup 
Kitchen. The soup kitchen ministry 
was established in 1985 to provide a 
nutritious meal for the hungry. ECOS 
now serves an average of 250 meals 
a day, six days a week. Cooking 
teams are invited to bring their best 
recipes and enter the cook-off. The 
entire diocesan community is invited 
to come and taste the soups and vote 
for their favorites. Information about 
the cook-off can be obtained by visit-
ing: http://saviourweb.com/harvest 
soupcookoff, or by contacting Terry 

March, Event Chairperson, 
phone (559) 212-4657,  
email HarvestSoupCook 
off@gmail.com.

n  Fresno: EfM Commut-
er Group Forming

Interested in the Education for 
Ministry program, but cannot find 
a group? We are putting together an 
EfM group for you! This group will 
meet all day on the first Saturday of 
the month at Holy Family in Fresno.

To find out more about EfM 
visit: www.sewanee.edu/EFM/.

To enroll, complete application 
at: www.sewanee.edu/EFM/Forms/ 

Student_Enrollment.pdf. 
Mail the completed application 

together with your check for $350 
(made out to Holy Family with EfM 
in the memo line) to:

1135 East Alluvial Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93720

For more info, call 559-439-5011.

n  Fredrica Harris Thompsett  
to lead Nov. 14-16 clergy retreat 
in San Juan Bautista

Dr. Fredrica Harris Thompsett 
will lead the Nov. 14-16 clergy 
retreat at the St. Francis retreat 
center in San Juan Bautista. She 
is professor emerita of historical 
theology at the Episcopal Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and the school’s former academic 
dean. She is an author of Born of 
Water, Born of Spirit: Supporting the 
Ministry of the Baptized in Small 
Congregations.

n  Nov. 9-11 Trinity Institute to 
focus on Radical Christian Life  

Trinity Institute’s 42nd Annual 
Trinity Theological Conference, 
“Radical Christian Life: equipping 
ourselves for social change” is set for 
Nov. 9-11 in New York City. Featured 
speakers include Sister Joan Chit-
tister OSB as keynoter, and Richard 
Rohr, OFM. They will offer tools for 
making the vital connection between 
contemplation and social action. 
For more info and a complete list of 
events, visit: www.trinitywallstreet.
org/institute. o

by diocesan youth. Convention will 
consider the annual budget and elect 
diocesan officers.

— Pat McCaughan, ELSJ editor

Editor’s note: a more complete report 
of diocesan business will be included in 
the November digital issue of Episcopal 
Life San Joaquin. o

cost-sharing between lay and clergy 
employees. That deadline now 
is extended until Dec. 31, 2015. 
Dioceses and parishes still must 
offer health insurance to employees 
through the Church Medical Trust 
by the end of 2012. It also calls the 
Medical Trust to continue to explore 
“more equitable sharing of health 

care premium costs.”
Relocating Episcopal Church 

Center. Resolution D016, approved a 
move away from, but did not autho-
rize the sale of, the Episcopal Church 
Center headquarters at 815 Second 
Avenue in New York. 

The 78th General Convention will 
be held in Salt Lake City in 2015. o

Matthew Davies is editor/reporter for 
Episcopal News Service. 
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By Episcopal News Service 

exactly seven years after cata-
strophic Hurricane Katrina, 
episcopal clergy along the Gulf 
Coast were mostly relieved by 

the extent of Hurricane Isaac’s impact 
as they continued to assess the damage 
it caused.

of the 60,000 New orleanians who 
evacuated, several thousand were housed 
in shelters during the hurricane that be-
gan in the Caribbean as a tropical storm 
and gathered power as it swept across the 
Gulf of Mexico into Mississippi, louisi-
ana, and north as far as tennessee.

The associated Press reported that 
Isaac dumped as much as 16 inches in 
some areas, and about 500 people had 
to be rescued by boat or high-water ve-
hicles. at least five storm-related deaths 
were reported and, at one point, half of 
louisiana was without power.

Moderating a conference call with 
louisiana diocesan clergy, the rev. Can-
on Mark Stevenson said that an adjuster 
for the Church Insurance Co. was in the 
New orleans area to help facilitate dam-
age claims. The worst reports were dam-
age to a rectory and a church and flood-
ing at a church school. other reports to 
the diocesan office included power out-
ages, shingles that were peeled from roofs 
and glass shattered by high winds.

anticipating continuing power out-
ages, St. Philip’s episcopal Church in 

New orleans planned a community 
function, inviting everyone to cook per-
ishable food before it spoiled.

Bishop Morris Thompson of the Dio-
cese of louisiana, who was among the 
60,000 evacuated, thanked his clergy “for 
paying attention to your folks. It is nice to 
be connected; thanks for your work.” 

episcopal relief & Development 
stood ready to assist as diocesan teams 

assessed the situation. The agency has 
long-standing partnerships with the dio-
ceses of louisiana, Mississippi and the 
Central Gulf Coast that began with Hur-
ricane Katrina recovery efforts in 2005.

For the past two years, all three dio-
ceses have received disaster-preparedness 
training and have continued to hone and 
exercise response strategies, including 
communications 

Hurricane rakes Gulf
Homes flooded, evacuations widespread

continued on page B

Texan teens’ 
‘Godspell’ benefits 
global developmentl
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Floods waters surround a cemetery in the Olde Towne area after Hurricane Isaac 
passed through Slidell, La. The hurricane, accompanied by high winds and heavy 
rainfall, caused severe flooding in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and areas of 
southern Louisiana.
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plans. “Because of this preparation, the 
dioceses are positioned to effectively as-
sess and respond to needs when weather 
conditions allow,” officials of the episco-
pal agency said.

In addition, the church’s National al-
tar Guild assoc. prepared portable eu-
charistic kits to send to those who need-
ed them in the storm-impacted areas.

The ninth storm of this year’s hurricane 
season, Isaac developed on aug. 21 in the 
lesser antilles and first touched down as a 

tropical storm in Haiti and the Dominican 
republic, where it was responsible for at 
least 24 deaths. The storm then skimmed 
southeast Florida and the Florida Keys 
before it headed toward the Gulf Coast.

In Haiti, where there was extensive 
flooding, the episcopal diocese had pre-
positioned supplies of clean drinking 
water for 500 families in léogâne and 
distributed potable water in up to five 
additional areas. episcopal relief & De-
velopment offered additional support for 
emergency needs or recovery. as the dio-
cese completed its assessment, the World 

Health org. reported new outbreaks of 
cholera in the aftermath of the storm.

In the Dominican republic, more 
than 30,000 people fled their homes due 
to flooding and needed basic supplies 
such as food, water and bedding, accord-
ing to a plea from Bishop Julio Holguin.

“Members of our congregations and 
students at our schools are collecting 
food and clothing to donate to those 
most affected by Isaac,” he said. “May 
God bless all those who in one way or 
another are demonstrating their generos-
ity towards these victims.”   n

news  n 

By Episcopal Journal

If you think that episcopal relief & 
Development works only in some 
of the world’s poorest countries in 
africa, asia and latin america, you 

need to think again. 
“When we say our mission is to heal 

a hurting world, we mean it — includ-
ing when those who are hurting are right 
here in the united States,” says the agen-
cy’s president, robert W. radtke.

all kinds of natural disasters — in-
cluding hurricanes, earthquakes, tor-
nadoes, floods and wildfires — affect 
this country every year, radtke points 
out. “and as in so many countries, our 
church has a community-based presence 
and infrastructure — as well as a com-
mitment to people’s spiritual well-being 
— that makes it ideally suited to offer 
relief and comfort.”

episcopal relief & Development has 
developed a u.S. Disaster Preparedness 
Initiative to identify churches and dio-
ceses in disaster-prone areas and to train 
and equip members to respond when 
needed. The agency also helps with 
building networks of volunteers and pro-
vides hands-on assistance and material 
support in the aftermath of disasters. 

radtke says that episcopal congre-
gations bring unique assets to the table 
when disaster strikes: clergy and lay lead-
ers who are already involved in commu-
nity affairs, members with a wide range 
of skills and experience in helping those 
less fortunate, and facilities that can serve 
as meeting places or command centers in 
an emergency.

another major advantage is that the 
church will still be there when the emer-

gency has passed. “long after . . . other 
relief organizations have moved on, we’re 
still there working on long-term efforts 
not just to alleviate the impact of disaster 
but to leave our communities even better 
off than they were before,” says radtke.

Best of all, he adds, in going beyond 
the self to help others at their time of 
greatest need, “we put our faith into ac-
tion every day, and that may be the great-
est gift of all.”

How to Prepare for Disaster
episcopal relief & Development en-

courages readers to contact their parish 
and diocese about how they can help 
with disaster preparation. But in addi-
tion to acting collectively through their 
congregations, readers should ensure 
that they and their families are prepared 
as well. These tips will ensure that you 
are ready to deal with potential disaster.

Keep in Contact
Make sure everyone in your family 

has memorized the phone number for 
someone outside of your immediate area 
to call in case of an emergency.

Make a wallet card that includes im-
portant numbers and information.

text messages may still work even 
when phone calls don’t go through, so 

make sure your family knows how to 
text.

stay Informed
Find an easy way to access informa-

tion, such as signing up for text alerts. to 
find a local agency providing alerts, go to 
www.ready.gov/community-state-info.

Download the red Cross app on your 
iPhone that will provide the latest infor-
mation, including the location of emer-
gency shelters in your area.

listen to local area weather radio sta-
tions.

Create a Go Kit
Water, food and cash are the three 

most important things you’ll need. Store 
one gallon of water per person for three 
days, enough nonperishable food items 
for three days, and small denomination 
bills and change as part of your cash.

Put together a “go kit” that you can 
keep stashed in your house that includes 
a battery-powered or a hand-crank ra-
dio, a first-aid kit, extra keys for your 
home and vehicle, flashlights, batteries, a 
whistle, sanitation supplies, tools, a man-
ual can opener, local maps, prescription 
medication, glasses, infant formula and 
diapers if you have a young child, and 
pet food if necessary.

other items in your “go kit” should 
include your important documents, a 
change of clothing, a fire extinguisher, 
matches, paper and pencils, duct tape, 
rain gear, a two-way radio, medical in-
formation, and games and books.   n

This story is written with information 
provided by Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment’s publication, Seek and Serve.

episcopal agency leads disaster preparedness

HurrICaNE continued from page a
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By Jerry Hames 
Episcopal Journal

after supporting and direct-
ing the work of some of the 
church’s governing bodies for 
nearly eight years, one of the 

most colorful, nattily dressed figures in 
the episcopal Church has announced 
he will step down effective Jan. 1, 2013.

Since his appointment in 2005, the 
rev. Canon Gregory straub, executive 
officer and secretary of the General Con-
vention, has led the preparations and 
support services for the church’s triennial 
conventions in Columbus, ohio, ana-
heim, Calif., and Indianapolis, Ind., and 
managed meetings of its many working 
groups throughout each year.

Straub was famous for his bow ties 
and suits that could range from black 
and white checkerboard to red and white 
peppermint stripes, and his style en-
couraged imitators, creating an unusual 
dress code for the House of Deputies. 
“you just wouldn’t want to see Gregory 

too early in the morning,” 
said one veteran deputy. “It 
would be a wake-me-up.”

“I shall long remember 
with fondness the many 
volunteers who staff our 
committees, commissions, 
agencies and boards with 
whom it has been my honor 
to work,” he wrote in his 
resignation letter to the 
presiding bishop and the 
president of the House of 
Deputies. 

at the close of this sum-
mer’s General Conven-
tion, he led a tribute in 
the House of Deputies for 
outgoing president Bon-
nie anderson, thanking 
her for the ways she has influenced the 
church.

“If it seems to you out there that we 
are friends, it is because we are,” he said. 
“We have had a good working and per-
sonal relationship for both her terms.”

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
schori praised Straub for his service to 
the church — “service marked by exper-
tise about governance and scrupulous 
consideration of all parties and posi-
tions.”   n

Photo/ENS/Mary Frances Schjonberg

Gregory Straub at this year’s General Convention in 
Indianapolis.

Convention’s colorful 
executive officer plans to retire

The episcopal Church 
of the Philippines (eCP) 
has named Peter ng, 
the episcopal Church’s 
partnership officer for 
asia and the Pacific, an 
honorary lay canon of 
the national Cathedral of 
St. Mary and St. John in 
Quezon City.

The appointment was 
formally conferred by 
archbishop edward P. 
Malecdan, prime bishop 
of the episcopal Church in the Philip-
pines, during Ng’s visit to the cathedral 
in august. The archbishop described Ng 
as a close friend of the Philippine church 
and acknowledged “his huge task” in 
taking care of “cooperation and compan-
ionship between [the episcopal Church] 
and other anglican/episcopal churches 
in our region.”

according to anglican and roman 
Catholic tradition, the ceremonial po-
sition of an honorary lay canon is con-

ferred or given to a person who performs 
distinguished services such as establish-
ing and strengthening relationships and 
partnerships between governments or 
churches, and between groups and indi-
viduals. “The person is an ambassador of 
friendship and reconciliation, to say the 
least. Peter Ng has been more than that 
to us in the eCP,” the archbishop said.  n

From a report by Floyd Lalwet, na-
tional development officer for the Episcopal 
Church of the Philippines. 

Briefly
eighteen young episcopalians, the 

largest number of volunteers ever, will 
serve in mission-related work in the 
young adult Service Corps for the 2012-
2013 term throughout the anglican 
Communion. They are Cameron spoor 
of the Diocese of texas, ryan abrams 
of the Diocese of east Carolina, ashley 
Bingaman of the Diocese of Virginia, 
nina Boe of the Diocese of olympia, 
Carrie Díaz-littauer of the Diocese of 
New Jersey, Grace Flint of the Diocese 
of Kentucky, Jared Grant of the Diocese 
of Western North Carolina, andrew 
Joyce of the Diocese of Kentucky, Doug 
and Jenny Knight of the Diocese of ar-
kansas, Jenny Korwan of the Diocese 
of atlanta, Benjamin and elizabeth 
locher of the dioceses of Virginia and 
Washington, Holly Milburn of the dio-
ceses of lexington and New york, Brian 
orlay of the Diocese of New york, Phil-
lip shearin of the Diocese of Connecti-
cut, stephen smith of the Diocese of 
California and Katie Young of the Dio-
cese of Northwest texas.   n

Filipino church honors episcopal layman
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By Sharon Sheridan 
Episcopal News Service

It was the first day of the summer 
B-SaFe program in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts, and one girl in Pris-
cilla alcantara’s group kept wander-

ing off, unwilling to talk to the other 
sixth graders because her friends were in 
a different group. alcantara, a teen staff 
member, asked if she wanted to talk to 
her instead.

alcantara, 17, stayed with the girl and 
helped her meet the other kids. “I just 
feel like, if I didn’t talk to her, she would 
never have met new people. … But she 
noticed that they were just as nice as her 
friends, so she made new friends.”

Shy youngsters have been making 
friends for 13 summers at the Bishop’s 
Summer academic and Fun enrichment 
Program, which serves 625 elementary 
and middle-school children and 125 teen 
counselors-in-training and staff in eight 
locations in the Boston area. Spearhead-
ed by St. Stephen’s, an episcopal mission 
church in Boston, B-SaFe partners with 
52 episcopal churches and about 1,000 
volunteers to provide lunches, field trips 
and other assistance. The summer pro-
gram complements a year-round, after-
school enrichment program for students 
that includes leadership training and col-
lege and career mentoring for teens. 

The children and teens come from the 
neighborhoods around the program sites 
— mostly episcopal churches — and re-
flect those neighborhoods: they often live 
in public housing in families receiving 
public services, attend underperforming 
public schools, sometimes come from fos-
ter homes or are involved with the court 
system, said the rev. liz Steinhauser,  
St. Stephen’s priest associate and director of 
youth programs. They represent varied cul-
tural and religious backgrounds. “The ma-
jority of the kids that we’re working with 
would not have a summer program to go 
to” without B-SaFe, Steinhauser said.

The Boston program is among epis-
copal initiatives spanning the country 
that offer summer fun and enrichment 
to youngsters who might be unable to 
afford them otherwise. Some provide 

general scholarship aid; others target 
particular populations, such as children 
with incarcerated parents.

The B-SaFe and year-round Bos-
ton programs help make city episcopal 
churches relevant and build connections 
within neighborhoods and between ur-
banites and suburbanites, Steinhauser 
said. “By figuring out a way to bring 
suburban volunteers together with urban 
young people, we’re serving the body of 
Christ. We’re making the connections 
between churches that wouldn’t other-
wise have the opportunities to interact.”

Participating teens benefit from 
meaningful jobs, training around issues 
such as healthy relationships and bully-
ing, and the chance to visit colleges and 
receive mentoring.

Michael Cordero, 16, entered the 
St. Stephen’s program as a third grader 
and now is a staff member working with 
third and fourth graders for the summer.

“St. Stephen’s just kind of opened up 
… a whole new world,” he said. “The 
neighborhood I’m in, it’s not bad. It just 
doesn’t have as many opportunities as it 
should.”

While the Massachusetts program is a 
day- and after-school enterprise (except 

for a four-day camping trip for 120 of 
the oldest participants), some programs 
offer children a week away at an episco-
pal camp.

The Kanuga Camp and Conference 
Center near Hendersonville, N.C., be-
gan holding outreach residential camps 
for children in need in 1988, when it 
hosted homeless children from atlanta. 
The initiative grew into Camp Bob, 
which launched in 1998 and will serve 
about 800 campers this year, most at-
tending for free thanks to funding from 
grants, parishes, after-school programs 
and Kanuga’s scholarship fund, said 
Gary Woodhurst, Camp Bob program 
director. 

one week focuses specifically on 
children with a parent in the military-
deployment process; another — called 
Camp Hope — is for children with one 
or both parents incarcerated. Camp Bob 
runs concurrently with Camp Kanuga’s 
regular summer sessions.

During Camp Hope, Woodhurst 
said, “We definitely work on having 
campers feel like this is a safe place to 
share what they’re going through. a big 
part of this week … is talking about it 

Feature  n 
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A young boy climbs the rock wall at Camp Bob at the Kanuga Camp and Conference 
Center near Hendersonville, N.C. 

summer fun
Camping programs support kids in need

continued on page E
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and helping the children un-
derstand … that they are still 
loved as who they are — their 
parents still love them. trying 
to help whatever fractured re-
lationship they may have with 
their parent who is incarcer-
ated is definitely part of this 
week.”

The camp also is a break 
from whatever circumstances 
they face at home. “We do see 
a lot of campers who are sur-
prised that they’re guaranteed 
three meals every day,” Wood-
hurst said.

Campers attend a daily chapel service 
that focuses on themes of trust, hope 
or love. During Camp Hope, they also 
attend a Friday eucharist. “They do 
devotions at night in cabins. That’s the 
time for the counselors to get with their 
campers and encourage them to pray 
and share with others,” said Woodhurst. 

Joe Seddon, head male counselor, said 
he believed the devotions time was the 
most important, when “we can start un-
packing the invisible backpacks that the 
camper has on.

“I think just being able to vent … and 
realize that there is someone there to lis-
ten is a wonderful thing. I’m sure many 
of these children live in situations where 
they can’t really express their feelings, 
and if they do they’re told it’s wrong. at 
Camp Bob, we feel an expression of feel-
ings is a good thing. It’s wonderful when 
you see a child realize this.”

“The number of kids who wind up in 
prison who have parents who are in pris-
on is quite high,” said Stuart Campbell, 
executive director of the Galilee Camp 
and Conference Center at lake tahoe, 
Nev., and its Camp Spirit for children 
of incarcerated parents. “So to try to … 
break that cycle of people going to pris-
on, generation to generation, that’s really 
what Camp Spirit is all about.”

Camp Spirit serves 20 to 35 kids 
ages 7 to 10. as these campers get older, 
they can join the regular Camp Galilee 
sessions. “I see kids who have become 
counselors” after being campers, Camp-
bell said. “I think they’ve started to make 
that break, realizing that there’s another 
way out there … a different way to be-
have than being a criminal.”

During the other camp sessions, 

many children also come from disad-
vantaged backgrounds, Campbell said. 
“Nevada’s been really hit hard by the 
financial situation in the country in the 
last couple of years.” 

Camp can make a big difference to 
disadvantaged children, Campbell said. 
“Some of these kids come from such 
troubled backgrounds that just to be 
around people who care for them for a 
week and treat them in a compassionate 
way can mean the world to them.”

at Grace Camp, a one-week, full-
scholarship camp for children of incar-
cerated parents in Montana, campers go 
home with a tangible sign of that sort of 
caring and compassion: a quilt created 
by women in the diocese. They also re-
ceive a backpack full of odds and ends 
they need for camp, such as sunscreen, 
shampoo and a water bottle. and the 
staff provides extra supplies as needed, 
such as if campers 
arrive without 
toothpaste or un-
derwear, said Julie 
Sisler, site manag-
er for Camp Mar-
shall, the Diocese 
of Montana facil-
ity that includes 
Grace Camp.

over time, staff 
members have 
learned how to 
make things run 
more smoothly 
at the seven-year-
old Grace Camp, 
which now more 
closely resembles a 
regular residential 

camp, said Sisler, who also runs 
the camp music ministry. They 
keep the staff constant during a 
five-day session instead of giv-
ing counselors time off during 
a six-day schedule, for example, 
because the youngsters have 
a harder time adjusting to the 
changing staff and developing 
relationships with them.

They call the adjustment pe-
riod “storming, norming and 
conforming” as kids first test 
limits, then accept the rules, 
Sisler said. “The conforming is 
when they come to peace with 
it, and then they can engage 
fully into the program without 

pushing limits all the time.”
up to 35 third through eighth grad-

ers attend Grace Camp, and the staff is 
trying to discern how best to integrate 
graduates into the high school camp so 
they don’t feel out of place, Sisler said. 

as at the Nevada camp, other camp-
ers in the regular Camp Marshall sessions 
also receive financial assistance. “The phi-
losophy is that God will provide,” said 
Sisler, estimating half of their campers 
receive at least a partial scholarship. about 
450 people, including families, camp at 
the diocesan facility each summer.

“our ultimate wish is that they all 
find Christ and eventually grow up to 
find a Christian community and thrive 
in that,” she said. “In reality, what we’re 
really hoping is that the kids come here 
and have a great week and feel that God’s 
loved them, however that can impact 
them.”  n

Seventeen-year-old Priscilla Alcantara, center, enjoys a swim 
with some of the students she helps supervise in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts’ B-SAFE program.

Children at Grace Camp, a facility in the Diocese of 
Montana for youngsters with incarcerated parents, each 
receive their choice of a handmade quilt when they arrive.

CamP continued from page D
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By Matthew Davies  
Episcopal News Service

General Con-
vention has 
called on the 
church to 

reimagine its structure, 
taken historic steps toward 
full inclusion, endorsed 
positive investment in the Pal-
estinian territories, and reaffirmed 
its commitment to building anglican 
Communion relationships while saying 
it is unable to adopt the anglican Cov-
enant.

Based on the anglican Communion’s 
Five Marks of Mission, the budget for 
the episcopal Church in the 2013–2015 
triennium was adopted unanimously by 
the 77th General Convention. 

The triennium budget is balanced at 
$111,516,032 and comes with a small 
surplus of $30,000. The current trien-
nium’s budget is $111,808,350.

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori and the outgoing president of the 
House of Deputies Bonnie anderson 
summed up the convention at a closing 
news conference on July 12.

“you have seen the episcopal Church 
not only of the future, but of today, in 
the presence of young adults, a more 
significant number than we’ve seen in a 
long time, people of many nations and 
tribes and language traditions,” said Jef-
ferts Schori. “The episcopal Church is 
healthy, it’s becoming healthier, and it’s 
poised for an even more significant im-
pact on the world around us. There’s no 
stopping us.”

anderson, who stepped down as 
House of Deputies president after con-
vention, said it had been a great conven-
tion and that the deputies, 44 percent 
of whom were new, were extremely well 
prepared.

of the almost 400 resolutions sub-
mitted to General Convention, more 
than 90 related to structural reform. 
Most of those resolutions were similar in 
nature, and it was the work of the Struc-
ture Committee to consider the legisla-
tion and make its recommendations.

applause and cheers erupt-
ed on the day before ad-
journment as resolution 
C095, which calls for 
creation of a task force to 
reimagine the workings 
of the episcopal Church 

in the 21st century, sailed 
unanimously through the 

House of Bishops. a day ear-
lier, deputies also had passed the 

resolution unanimously.
The legislation creates a special task 

force of up to 24 people who will gather 
ideas in the next two years from all levels 
of the church about possible reforms to 
its structures, governance and adminis-
tration. Its work will 
culminate in a special 
gathering of people 
from every diocese to 
hear what recommen-
dations the task force 
plans to make to the 
78th General Conven-
tion. Its final report 
is due by November 
2014.

Bishop Stacy Sauls, 
chief operating of-
ficer for the episco-
pal Church, praised 
the work of both the 
Structure Committee 
and convention.

“My hope has al-
ways been that we 
would begin to have a 
conversation and the 
church embraced that. 
The conversation be-
came a movement of 
hope for the future of 
the church.”

People have real-
ized — and the insti-
tutional church is get-
ting it — “that we are 
standing on the brink 
of an unprecedented 
moment [and] have 
seen it as opportunity 
rather than threat,” 
Sauls said.

The budget for the 2013-15 trien-
nium assumes $73.5 million in commit-
ments from the church’s dioceses, nearly 
$4 million less than that in the current 
triennium. That total is based on keeping 
the amount that the church asks dioceses 
to contribute annually to the churchwide 
budget at 19 percent.

In a historic move, convention autho-
rized provisional use of a rite for blessing 
same-gender unions. “The Witnessing 
and Blessing of a lifelong Covenant” rite 
will be available for use starting Dec. 2 
(the first Sunday of advent), but clergy 
will need the permission of their bishop 
under the terms of the resolution.

re-envisioning the episcopal Church  
for the 21st century

Photo/Don Hill

An enterprising young photographer shoots a photo 
of retired bishop Otis Charles of San Francisco, while 
the bishop of Taiwan, with phone camera, returns the 
compliment.

continued on page G
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The resolution calls on the Stand-
ing Commission on liturgy and Music 
(SClM) “to conduct a review process 
over the next triennium, making clear 
that this is a work in progress,” the rev. 
ruth Meyers, deputy of the Diocese of 
Chicago, told the deputies. She chaired 
the Prayer Book, liturgy and Church 
Music Committee’s subcommittee on 
blessings.

The resolution directs the SClM to 
include “diverse theological perspectives 
in the further development of the theo-
logical resource” and to invite responses 
from throughout the church as well as 
from the anglican Communion and the 
church’s ecumenical partners.

The resolution states that, under ex-
isting canons, clergy can decline to pre-
side at a blessing liturgy and says that no 
one “should be coerced or penalized in 
any manner, nor suffer any canonical dis-
abilities” for objecting to or supporting 
the 77th General Convention’s action on 
blessings.

two resolutions passed by convention 
offer support for members of the trans-
gender community by adding gender ex-
pression and identity to two canons that 

prevent discrimination. one makes clear 
that the ordination discernment process 
is open to them, and another guarantees 
their equal place in the life, worship and 
governance of the church.

Following action on same-gender 
blessings and transgender rights, the 
majority of the Diocese of South Caro-
lina’s deputies left the General Conven-
tion July 11 because, in the words of its 
remaining clergy deputy, the gathering 
had passed resolutions that violate the 
doctrine, discipline and worship of the 
episcopal Church.

However, that deputy, the Very 
rev. John B. Burwell, told episcopal 
News Service, “We are not leaving the 
episcopal Church.”

Convention overwhelmingly sup-

ported a resolution on positive invest-
ment in the Palestinian territories. But 
the bishops agreed to postpone indefi-
nitely a conversation on corporate en-
gagement.

The resolution affirms positive invest-
ment “as a necessary means to create a 
sound economy and a sustainable infra-
structure” in the Palestinian territories. 
It also calls on the church to support “the 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian study on 
peace with justice in the Middle east” 

and produce an annotated bibliography 
of resources.

a second resolution, which called on 
the church to engage “in corporate so-
cial responsibility by more vigorous and 
public corporate engagement with com-
panies in the church’s investment port-
folio that contribute to the infrastruc-
ture of the occupation,” was tabled 
after Bishop Sean rowe of Northwest-
ern Pennsylvania called for the conver-
sation to be postponed indefinitely. The 
deputies had passed that resolution on 
July 9, but it would have required the 
bishops’ consent. 

Convention also affirmed its com-
mitment to building relationships 
across the anglican Communion, espe-
cially through the Continuing Indaba 
program, but declined to take a position 
on the anglican Covenant.

after considering eight resolutions, 
the General Convention’s Committee on 
World Mission recommended adoption 
of two resolutions on anglican Com-
munion relationships and the anglican 
Covenant, a document that initially had 
been intended as a way to bind anglicans 
globally across cultural and theological 
differences.

Connecticut Bishop Ian Douglas, 
chair of the World Mission Committee, 
said following the vote that the resolu-
tions are “a genuine pastoral response 
because we are not of one mind, and to 
push a decision at this time would cause 
hurt and alienation in our church on 
both sides, and instead we chose to stay 
in the conversation.”

The rev. Gay Jennings of ohio was 
elected to serve as the next president of 
the House of Deputies, and Byron rush-
ing of Massachusetts was elected as the 
next vice president. each will serve a 
three-year term beginning at the end of 
General Convention.

other legislation that convention 
passed includes resolutions that:

n reaffirm advocacy support for peace 
in Sudan.

n call for the release of all who are in 
Cuban prisons because of their religious 
activities or peaceful advocacy of political 
change; and support for advocacy efforts 
for the humane treatment and pastoral 
care of four Cuban nationals convicted 
of spying for the government of the re-
public of Cuba, who are serving prison 
sentences in the united States.

CONVENTION continued from page F

continued on page H
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The National Altar Guild Association hosted a collection of valuable ecclesiastical 
art at General Convention. More than 40 articles, including crosses and chalices, 
vestments and other artifacts, were on display, including articles from the 
archbishop of Canterbury’s collection. Left, Julia Kellman, from Champaign-
Urbana, Ill., a retired professor from the School of Art and Design at the University 
of Illinois, puts the finishing touches to one display.
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      arTS A cool 
experience on  
a spring day!

By Jerry Hames 

Photos by Paul Hausman

“Real cool,” exclaimed one nine year old, describing 

her pottery, poetry and eco-sculpture workshops as she took a 

rice cake and fashioned a cartoon face using Cheerios for eyes 

and pieces of fresh veggies and cream cheese for its other fea-

tures. It was lunchtime and a “food art” session with celebrity 

chef Melody McGinley Whitelaw, who told the kids about the 

health benefits of fresh vegetables and the value of having their 

own herb and vegetable gardens.

Then it was on to more workshops in the afternoon — dra-

ma, cartooning and music.

More than 55 boys and girls aged 6 through 13 from St. 

Peter’s episcopal Church and the community of Morristown, 

N.J., participated in a Children’s Day of Art on May 13.

It was the final day of a two-

week community celebration 

of the arts that included an 

MG Kids Art Show (named 

after the community’s website 

MorristownGreen.com) in the 

church’s Great Hall, a jazz cof-

feehouse, and a poetry night. 

The art show featured more 

than 300 works from public, 

parochial and private schools, 

individual young artists, local 

churches and various commu-

nity organizations, including a homeless shelter.

The Rev. Janet Broderick, rector of St. Peter’s, said it was a 

spiritual time for the children. “Art has to do with making a 

spiritual statement. So we’re worshipping today; the classrooms 

are our churches.” Broderick, who was a pottery shop owner 

in New York City’s east Village before becoming a priest, led 

a pottery workshop.

Solange De Santis, a journalist who has directed, stage 

managed and developed plays, said her workshops introduced 

children to drama skills such as how to analyze a play. “Theater 

is in one location, but drama takes place all around us,” she 

told them. 
Sharon Sheridan, a lifelong poet and journalist, said many 

arts programs let children self-select which activities they 

want and offer longer classes. “But I think the breadth of our 

offerings was a plus, allowing children to experience more. I 

hope some of them discovered new talents they didn’t realize 

they had”.
Sheridan, the festival’s coordinator, spent months planning 

for the day with the help of St. Peter’s assistant rector, Melissa 

Hall and a Kickstarter web-based fund-raising campaign.

“I was amazed at the depth and quality of the poetry the 

children wrote, both as individuals and in groups,” Sheridan 

said. “I loved the sculptures created from trash and recyclables 

displayed on the church lawn.”

And if messiness correlates to fun, she said, the extent of the 

cleanup that the pottery room needed offered proof.

“I saw adults and children leaving the Day of Art, and the 

smiles on their faces said it all,” said parishioner lisa Hatala.   n
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By Pat McCaughan 

The Episcopal News

Two 20-foot high steel 

walls between Tijuana 

and San Diego made see-

ing and touching each 

other all but impossible, but walls 

couldn’t stop Episcopalians and an-

glicans on both sides of the border 

from celebrating the Eucharist to-

gether on a day in april.

The display of unity aimed a 

spotlight at the plight of undocu-

mented immigrants and on unjust 

immigration laws that separate and 

divide families, said Bishop Suffra-

gan Diane Bruce of the Diocese of 

los angeles and Bishop Jim Mathes 

of the Diocese of San Diego.

With U.S. Border Patrol heli-

copters circling overhead, the two 

bishops blessed bread and wine at 

a service on the U.S. side of the 

border at Friendship Park in San 

Diego. a few yards away across the 

border wall, clergy from the angli-

can Church of Mexico did likewise.

“What a wonderful way to cel-

ebrate this Monday in Holy Week,” 

said Bruce afterwards. “at the end of the ser-

vice, people [from the Mexico side] were com-

ing up individually to the border wall and ask-

ing for blessings.
“It pushed me over the edge, in making me 

understand that there are no walls that can 

separate us from God’s loving grace. There is 

no border that can do that.”

The border was the fourth and final stop 

in a multi-city Via Crucis (Way of the Cross) 

pilgrimage that began at Macarthur Park in 

los angeles and culminated with the border 

Eucharist, with all 14 Stations of the Cross ob-

served along the journey.

after praying the first three stations at 

Macarthur Park, about 40 pilgrims formed 

a caravan of cars. Their procession followed 

a 6-foot wooden statue of Jesus in a pickup 

truck some 130 miles south along Interstate 

5, adding more pilgrims and praying stations 

in Spanish and English at designated stops in 

San Clemente and Chula Vista before reaching 

the border.
“Today for us as Christians is one of the ho-

liest times of our year — Holy Week — and 

we are telling the story of the oppression of our 

lord Jesus Christ,” said the Rev. liz Muñoz, 

rector of Trinity Church in los angeles, and a 

pilgrimage organizer.

“Many of us believe 
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Bishops James Mathes of San Diego and Diane Bruce of Los Angeles were among a group of about 80 Episcopalians 

who took part in an April Stations of the Cross pilgrimage from MacArthur Park in Los Angeles to the U.S.-Mexico 

border in San Diego, where the two bishops celebrated the Eucharist as a simultaneous service was held on the 

other side of the wall. 

The cost of 

modernizing  

our once 

common liturgy

Speech draws ire
Palestinian priest rebukes Jefferts Schori for remarks

By Jerry Hames

an anglican Palestinian priest and 

peace activist has publicly chastised 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 

Schori for remarks at a los ange-

les fundraising event in March in which she 

said Episcopalians should give up urging di-

vestment and boycotts of Israel in favor of 

investing in development in the West Bank 

and Gaza.
In a withering rebuke, the Rev. Canon 

Naim ateek wrote in a public letter that the 

presiding bishop’s remarks “shocked and hurt 

us. They felt like nails hammered into our 

bodies and the truth of our reality, as though 

we Palestinians are living a lie — only imagin-

ing things, and if we only eat, talk and share 

our stories, everything will be alright [sic].”

ateek, head of the Sabeel Ecumenical lib-

eration Theology Center in Jerusalem, an 

organization devoted to justice, peace and 

reconciliation, responded after the presiding 

bishop addressed a Middle East Peacekeepers 

luncheon that reportedly raised more than 

$50,000 for ministries in the Diocese of Je-

rusalem.
In attendance was Bishop Suheil Dawani 

of the anglican Diocese of Jerusalem. los 

angeles Bishop Jon Bruno, the host, who also 

spoke to the gathering, said the bishop from 

Jerusalem agreed with the comments that had 

been made (see los angeles story, page 3).

In his letter ateek said that “boycott, di-

vestment and sanctions [are seen as] nonvio-

lent direct action for the 
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Via Crucis pilgrimage
Mexican border Eucharist takes aim at immigration issues
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n commend the 11-year relationship 
of full communion with the evangeli-
cal lutheran Church in america and 
ask the lutheran-episcopal Coordinat-
ing Committee to address areas where 
episcopal and lutheran practices diff er, 
especially around the matter of who can 
preside at Holy Commu-
nion and the role of dea-
cons.

n authorize a 12-mem-
ber task force to study mar-
riage, including the need 
for pastoral responses by 
clergy for same-sex couples 
in states where civil mar-
riage is legal, as well as issues 
“raised by changing societal 
and cultural norms and le-
gal structures.”

n revise the Holy Week 
readings in the Prayer Book 
to correspond with those in 
the revised Common lec-
tionary;

n commit the church 
over the next three years 
to “teaching, preaching, 
organizing, advocating, and building 
mutually transformative relationships 
with those who are poor to focus our 
hearts and the mission of our congrega-
tions and dioceses on reducing poverty 
and increasing economic and racial jus-
tice.” every meeting that takes place in 
the church is called to include time for 
prayer and refl ection “on how our work 
engages issues of poverty and economic 
and racial justice networks” in order to 

“cultivate mindfulness about poverty in 
our communities and world.”

n require the tracking of the ratio of 
women to men in bishops’ election pro-
cesses, as well as participation of racial 
and ethnic minorities, and encourage 
dioceses to strive for greater diversity in 
candidates.

n support the Diocese of Jerusalem’s 

al ahli Hospital in Gaza with fund-
raising and advocacy after the united 
Nations relief and Works agency cut 
its fi nancial aid, slashing the hospital’s 
budget nearly in half.

n amend the canons to provide a 
mechanism for addressing disagree-
ments in the pastoral relationship be-
tween a diocese and its bishop.

n give dioceses and parishes an ad-
ditional three years to meet the require-

ment that they provide parity in health 
insurance cost-sharing between lay and 
clergy employees. Th at deadline now is 
extended until Dec. 31, 2015. Dioceses 
and parishes still must off er health insur-
ance to employees through the Church 
Medical trust by the end of 2012. Th e 
resolution also calls the Medical trust 
to continue to explore “more equitable 

sharing of health care pre-
mium costs.”

n affi  rm the church’s 
teaching that baptism is 
the norm for those who 
wish to receive Holy Com-
munion.

n approve a move away 
from, but does not autho-
rize the sale of, the episco-
pal Church Center head-
quarters at 815 Second 
avenue in New york City.

n establish a Develop-
ment offi  ce for the epis-
copal Church to solicit 
major gifts and other re-
sources.

n call for creation of a 
pilot student loan fund for 
seminarians who agree to 

exercise three years of ministry in under-
served areas of the episcopal Church.

n direct the Standing Commission 
on ecumenical and Interreligious rela-
tions to initiate dialogue between the 
episcopal Church and the Mormon 
Church “for the interreligious purposes 
of friendship, goodwill, mutual under-
standing” and in anticipation of the 
78th General Convention to be held in 
Salt lake City in 2015.   n

CONVENTION continued from page G
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Deputy Russ Randle from the Diocese of Virginia, chair of the 
national and international concerns legislative committee, speaks on 
resolutions concerning the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict. 
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By Janice Beetle Godleski

I watched Jesse Zink grow up at 
St. John’s episcopal Church, 
Northampton, in the Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts, where he 

was involved in the youth group, always 
a presence. I watched him shine as a 
counselor at our diocesan summer camp.  
In my mind’s eye, Jesse has a guitar in his 
hands, and his smile is infectious.

So, it surprised me not when Jesse 
reached for his guitar in a pinch to con-
nect with young children in South af-
rica, where he served for two years as a 
missionary with the episcopal Church’s 
young adult Service Corps and initially 
struggled terribly to make connections.

In his new book, Grace at the Gar-
bage Dump: Making sense of mission in 
the twenty-fi rst century, readers learn that 
Jesse — a young man accustomed to suc-
cess and taking action for the common 
good — was stymied by the abject pover-
ty and death, caused by aIDS and tuber-
culosis, all around him. He was rendered 
useless by the fact that he did not speak 
Xhosa, the native language, and couldn’t 
communicate with those he cared for in 
the village clinic. 

He also couldn’t reach the young chil-
dren, who didn’t know what to make of 
the tall, white stranger. Th en, Jesse re-
membered his guitar, and he entered the 
preschool strumming. 

“Instantly, I was 
transformed,” Jesse 
writes in his book, 
a recounting of his 
time spent in Itipini, 
a small village out-
side Mthatha, South 
africa. “Instead of 
swarming around 
me, they pointed and 
whispered to one an-
other, saying ‘isiginci,’ 
which I learned to be 
the Xhosa word for 
‘guitar.’ a sort of rev-
erent hush — as quiet 
as any group of pre-
schoolers could be — 
fell over them as they 
waited to see what I 
would do next.”

Jesse tells his story beautifully in 
Grace. as he used his ingenuity with the 
schoolchildren, he used it as well to learn 
Xhosa, to reach out to women dying of 
aIDS and serve as their 
advocate. He learned 
even to talk to teenag-
ers and women about 
safe sex, about avoid-
ing pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted 
disease, about keeping 
their options for educa-
tion open.

During his time in 
Itipini, Jesse also es-
tablished a program in 
which microloans were 
given to women to start 
their own businesses, a 
prospect that had about as 
many failures as successes 
but was valiant in the hope and indepen-
dence it off ered those who used it well.

Jesse describes Itipini well. It was a vil-
lage that many of us in america could 
not even imagine. Th e homes were made 
of sheet metal and scraps of building ma-
terials found at the dump. Th e roofs — 
tarps for the most part — leaked. Th ere 
were no bathrooms. Th ere were no roads. 
life was an eff ort.

When Jesse, a former news reporter 
and ambulance driver, arrived in this for-

eign land to do good works in the name 
of God, he was stunned with his limita-
tions and the cultural barriers he bumped 
up against. He writes that he was simply 

“being,” not “doing.”
But Jesse found the 

means within himself to 
begin to “do.” He was 
single-handedly respon-
sible for making sure that 
one woman began to re-
ceive the antiretroviral 
medication she needed 
to treat HIV, thus saving 
her life. He forged a solid 
relationship with another 
woman and encouraged 
her to get tested for HIV.

While he doesn’t 
draw a direct link be-
tween his work in Itipi-

ni and his decision to enter the priest-
hood, he does hint as much.

at the book’s end, he writes, “My life 
had been transformed, my journey redi-
rected, by glimpses of God’s grace in this 
particular community of God’s children. 
Th e paths of our journeys were diverg-
ing, true. But the memories I took with 
me continue to shape the trajectory of 
mine.”   n

Janice Beetle Godleski is the former edi-
tor of Pastoral Staff , a publication of the 

Diocese of Western Mas-
sachusetts in which this 
review appeared.

Editor’s note: Th e 
homes in the Itipini 
community, part of 
the work of the Afri-
can Medical Mission 
(AMM) in the Eastern 
Cape, were unexpect-
edly bulldozed by the lo-
cal government in May, 
following a dispute 
between Itipini and 
other nearby commu-
nities. AMM was able 
to transfer some of its 
health services to other 
clinics, and it continues 
to work to secure hous-
ing for those displaced.

God’s grace can be discovered in unexpected places

Th e Rev. Jesse Zink talks with a visitor at General Convention’s Episcopal 
Global Mission exhibit.
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By Gary Nicolosi

although summer is the best 
time, it’s not too late to plan 
for the new parish year. Many 
churches slow down consid-

erably in summer, as parishioners take 
vacations or travel, 
enabling clergy, staff 
and parish leaders 
to take some much-
needed reflection 
time to evaluate the 
past year and plan 
for the coming one. 

By the Sunday 
after labor Day, a parish should ideally 
be all revved up for the coming year — 
its programs planned, ministries in place 
and calendar filled with events and ac-
tivities.

There are seven key areas of parish 
planning. Five of these come from the 
episcopal Church and are known by the 
acronym SWeeP. I’ve added two addi-
tional areas, thereby expanding the acro-
nym to SWeePSS.

The letters of this acronym prompt us 
to ask hard questions about our church.

service
The church that lives for itself dies by 

itself. How is our church reaching out 
beyond itself with ministries that meet 
needs in the community, nation and 
world? How are we challenging unjust 
social structures and advocating for the 
poor, the weak and the vulnerable? How 
are we sufficiently supportive of mission 
at home and abroad? Holding a mission 
fair, in which outreach and service min-
istries are presented to a congregation, 
is a good way to get people involved in 
some kind of project. The best time for 
a mission fair is mid-September through 
mid-october.

worship
For anglicans/episcopalians, wor-

ship defines who we are and what we do. 
How is our worship connecting people 
with God, transforming lives, build-
ing community, attracting seekers and 
making disciples of Jesus? How might 

our church be able to offer a variety of 
liturgical styles and music to reach differ-
ent segments of the population? In do-
ing liturgical planning, parishes should 
take into account the secular calendar. a 
service to commemorate Thanksgiving, 
for example, should connect with the 
cultures of the surrounding community.

evangelism
evangelism is sharing the Good News 

of God’s love in Jesus, so that all persons 
come to know him as Savior, follow him 
as lord and become his disciples as active 
members of the church. How well are we 
doing in our ministry to seekers, meet-
ing people at their points of need and 
understanding, offering the Good News 
in terms and forms that relate to their 
situations, speaking to them in their 
language and cultural styles, addressing 
their existential questions and connect-
ing them with parishioners? How can we 
strengthen our efforts to promote con-
nection, conversation and community? 

Church leaders need to think seri-
ously about how to engage with the 
culture and build bridges that will con-
nect the secular spiritual world with the 
world of the church. There are many 
ways to foster faith, fellowship and fun 
in church: holding a Christmas eve jazz 
mass, for example; offering jazz vespers, 
spirituality and meditation circles, caring 
and support groups, holistic health pro-
grams, a coffeehouse ministry, political 
and social forums, and a center for music 
and other arts. 

education
Christian education entails more than 

the provision of information. It is forma-
tion leading to transformation. How well 
does our parish develop the Christian 
faith and practice of people of all ages? 
How can we make our parish a learning 
community, where people are willing to 
explore their faith and ask the hard ques-
tions without insisting on easy answers? 
and what about our facilities for children 
and teens? Do we have bright, spacious, 
clean and attractive spaces that say they 
are integral members of the parish? Does 
our budget for children’s programs and 

youth ministry reflect our belief about 
their importance?

Pastoral care
Quality pastoral care offers a lov-

ing and grace-filled response to the joys 
and pains of being human through the 
changing stages of life. How effective are 
our ministries of caring for the elderly, 
the homebound and the crisis-torn? 
How might we be better able to incor-
porate those seeking baptism and mar-
riage into the church without appearing 
heavy-handed or controlling? and very 
important: is our church sufficiently uti-
lizing the spiritual gifts of members, or 
do we expect only the clergy to do the 
ministry?

Growing churches have moved be-
yond the old paradigm of one paid 
professional minister to a model where 
members minister to members with the 
clergyperson equipping the ministry. In 
this new paradigm, small groups led by 
laypersons are particularly effective in 
providing pastoral support in a nurtur-
ing and nonthreatening environment.

stewardship
The new life in Christ leads to the 

new lifestyle in Christ. If we are grow-
ing in God, we should be growing in our 
giving. How well do our parishioners 
manage their resources as joyful stewards 
of God’s unlimited, unfailing abundance 
— growing in the grace of giving to the 
mission of God through the local church 
in response to all that God has given 
them? year-round stewardship educa-
tion is a vital component in any healthy, 
growing church. It should include an an-
nual stewardship campaign that focuses 
on our need to give because we are cre-
ated in the image and likeness of our giv-
ing God.

Such a campaign would also teach 
members how to give — whether in the 
form of a biblical tithe (10 per cent of in-
come) or the modern tithe (five per cent 
of income and five hours of ministry 
each week), or as proportionate giving 
(some appropriate percentage of income 
rather than a set figure). 

Parish planning
How does your church address seven key areas? 

on ParIsH PlannInG  n 

continued on page K
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layoffs begin for churchwide staff
n  on ParIsH PlannInG  

spirituality
We live in an culture in 

which to experience something 
is to know it as real. How does 
our church help people to ex-
perience God and know God 
as real? are members growing 
in faith, utilizing their spiritual 
gifts and developing the cour-
age to live in a changing world 
where the future will not be 
like the past? are they coming 
to know, love and serve God in 
deeper ways through specific 
rituals, practices and behaviors 
such as prayer, Bible study and 
reflection groups? are they be-
ing empowered for ministry in 
the church and mission in the 
world?

If a church does not offer 
an authentic experience of 
God, then it may as well close. 
to put it somewhat crassly: 
churches are in the God busi-
ness, and people who come to 
church expect an encounter 
with God.

as your church grapples 
with each of these seven areas 
of parish planning, ask your-
self three questions: What is 
going well? What is not going 
well? What needs to be done 
next?

remember: every church is 
a work in progress. We can do 
our best but strive to do bet-
ter. The point is to move out 
of our comfort zones, stretch 
our boundaries and reimagine 
how to do church in a world 
where the present is not like 
the past and the future will 
not be like the present.     n

The Rev. Dr. Gary Nico-
losi is the rector at St. James 
Westminster Anglican Church 
in London, Ont. A graduate 
of Trinity College, Toronto, he 
served parishes in New York, 
Pennsylvania, California and 
New Jersey. This column origi-
nally appeared in the anglican 
Journal, the national publica-
tion of the Anglican Church of 
Canada.

LeaderResources 

Stretch your Budget!  Attract New Families! 
Our newest memberships make it easy and affordable for ANY size church to offer 

unique and excellent programs for children & youth! Check it out today! 
FREE SAMPLES ONLINE!! 

 
 
 

The Center for Youth Ministry 
Membership in the CYM gives you a year’s access to  
more than 40+ programs for teens such as: 

 5 youth curriculums (including J2A!) 
 4 different confirmation programs 
 Youth Retreats & Special events 
 Mission projects & Trip Designs 
 Seasonal resources 
 Programs for Parents & Intergenerational Events 

 
 

 

The Center for Children’s Ministry 
Mix and match from dozens of excellent programs: 
 Sunday School (including WorkshopCycles & Mustard Seed Series) 
 Open Doors — how & when to invite new families 
 Best selling VBS programs based on Harry Potter, 

Chronicles of Narnia, Willy Wonka & more! 
 Faith at Home ideas for families 
 Teacher Training & Help 
 Liturgy & Worship resources 

www.LeaderResources.org 
1‐800‐941‐2218 

Helping you Grow your Church 

ParIsH continued from page J

By Episcopal Journal 

the first steps toward 
downsizing and re-
configuring the staff 
who work for the 

Domestic and Foreign Mis-
sionary Society (DFMS), the 
incorporated name of the epis-
copal Church, began on aug. 
15 with the announcement 
that employees will be laid off 
in the los angeles and Seattle 
satellite offices and at the head-
quarters in New york City.

Many of the staffing deci-
sions are budget-based, and 
most are intended to be respon-
sive to the priorities established 
at General Convention. “The 
overriding concern has been to 
make decisions that serve the 
church as a whole, as it engages 
God’s mission at the most local 
levels,” said Bishop Stacy Sauls, 
chief operating officer.

The staff currently has five 
vacancies and an equivalent 
number were cut from current 
staff, affecting mission, com-
munication, legal and human 
resources departments. 

The names and positions 
of those whose jobs were ter-
minated were not provided, 
according to the confidenti-
ality policy of the human re-
sources department.

The announcement said 
that some existing positions 
are being redefined to bet-
ter meet evolving needs and 
priorities. In a few cases, re-
defined jobs will no longer be 
held by existing staff members, 
and a search process will begin 
for those positions with some 
jobs posted by labor Day.

Despite the obvious fact 
that the staff will be smaller, 
Sauls emphasized that the 
predominant focus is on a 

redesign. “We have been re-
viewing and talking about 
seriously redesigning what 
we, as a staff, do and how 
we do it in order to meet the 
needs of the church in differ-
ent circumstances than what 
our current structures were 
designed to address,” he said.

“The whole church is be-
ing called to restructure for 
mission. We, as the DFMS 
staff, must engage this work 
faithfully.”

among the areas the senior 
management team is examining 
are work responsibilities, the pa-
rameters of what ministries can 
be offered at a denominational 
headquarters, staff locations, 
and implementation of those 
priorities set by General Con-
vention, particularly around 
the Five Marks of Mission.

Saul said he continues to 
talk with officials from the 

evangelical lutheran Church 
in america on various mu-
tual innovations, particularly 
in sharing staff and space 
with that church, which has 
its headquarters in Chicago. 
There will be a further exami-
nation of other options, he 
said, including joint mission 
efforts and initiatives.

Some changes have already 
taken place. The episcopal 
office of Federal Ministries, 
once located at the episco-
pal Church Center, moved 
to Washington, D.C., three 
years ago to be closer to feder-
al armed forces chaplaincies. 
It relocated again in July, this 
time to the grounds of Wash-
ington National Cathedral, to 
benefit from a rent reduction 
and decreases in facility costs.

all transitions were sched-
uled to be completed by au-
gust 29.   n
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teens raise sights to world’s need

“My name is Benjamin 
Wright, and I am a firm 
believer that anyone 
and everyone can and 

should make a positive difference in the 
world.”

The opening line of 
Wright’s guest post on the 
episcopal relief & Develop-
ment blog pretty much sums it 
up. Feeling called to use his tal-
ents and theater experience to 
make a real impact on the lives 
of people around the world, he 
called together a group of vol-
unteers from Desoto, texas, to 
stage a benefit production of 
Godspell, an acclaimed Broad-
way musical based on the Gos-
pel of Matthew.

Through cash and in-kind donations, 
Wright and his crew were able to assem-
ble permissions, props, costumes and 
technical elements for the show, so the 
full amount of box-office sales could be 
donated to episcopal relief & Develop-
ment.

all of this was accomplished with 
support from local volunteers; Theater 
arlington; St. alban’s episcopal Church 
in arlington; St. anne episcopal Church 
in DeSoto; and Canterbury episcopal 

School, where Wright, 16,  is a junior
He instructed that the contributions 

be used to support programs that provide 
food and clean water for communities in 
need. “regrettably, in our society today, 

teenagers are not pushed to make such a 
difference,” he wrote. “I wanted to prove 
that with firm application and determi-
nation, a youth could actually create a 
major difference in many people’s lives.”

The son of two priests – his mother, 
Melanie, is priest-in-charge at St. alban’s; 
his father, andrew, is rector at St. anne 
– Wright said he first heard about epis-
copal relief & Development through his 
mother’s church several years ago, when 
they lived in Maryland.

“I learned both of Gifts for life and 
the Netsforlife® program … [and] I 
would contribute from time to time by 
purchasing an item in someone’s name 
as a Christmas gift,” he said.

He said the idea for the God-
spell benefit came after he partici-
pated in a program that explored 
how shortages of food and fresh 
water impact millions of people 
worldwide. He and a number of 
other teens from the program 
teamed up with friends, class-
mates and local episcopal youth 
to plan the show.

The project exceeded its 
fundraising goal of $8,000 
through box-office sales alone 
and also raised funds with re-
freshment and t-shirt sales.

“They might not know it, but even 
the way they organized the event — mo-
bilizing local resources and using their 
own talents and strengths to multiply 
the contributions they received for the 
benefit of many — is very similar to the 
way our local partners work,” said rob 
radtke, president of episcopal relief & 
Development. “It is wonderful to hear 
about young people taking leadership 
roles and using their talents to make a 
difference in the lives of others.”   n

artist gives a visual take on convention
By Episcopal News Service 

General Convention is, for the 
most part, a world of words, 
but enedina Vasquez gave it a 
visual interpretation with col-

orful drawings reflecting her experiences.
a resident of San antonio, in the Di-

ocese of West texas, Vasquez was at the 
convention as artist-in-residence for the 
Hispanic Ministries team headed by the 
rev. Canon anthony Guillen, missioner 
for latino/Hispanic ministries for the 
episcopal Church.

It was at another episcopal conference 
earlier this year that Vasquez began to 
draw on her iPad, depicting colorful reac-
tions to issues being discussed, which fo-
cused on ethnic and emerging ministries.

The rev. richard aguilar said Vasquez 
is a gift to anyone who hears her voice and 

sees the light of her art. “I’m 
so grateful that she is a leader 
in the episcopal Church and 
shared her insights and illumi-
nations at the General Conven-
tion,” he said. “I’m so proud to 
call enedina ‘mi amiga!’”

a retired schoolteacher, 
Vasquez owns a business that 
produces fused-glass art piec-
es. Her artworks have been 
exhibited in major museums 
in the united States, Mexico, 
Japan and Germany. She is a 
also a published author, poet and play-
wright; her play, Te Traigo Estas Flores 
Y Marshmallow Peeps, was produced at 
the Shakespeare Theater Festival in New 
york City by Joseph Papp.

“In today’s world of speedy technol-
ogy, with young people who text rapidly 

on cell phones their news of the day, their 
cares, their fears, the episcopal Church 
must go in that direction to catch their 
eyes so that they can receive the good 
news of Christ,” says Vasquez.   n

For more on Enedina Vasquez’s work, go 
to www.EneArt.com.

Enedina Vasquez of 
San Antonio, Texas, 
created drawings at 
General Convention, 
including a 
whimsical map to 
keep conventioneers 
from getting lost.
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The Episcopal Church of  
St. John the Baptist, Lodi
1055 South Lower Sacramento  
Road, Lodi, CA 95242 
The Rev. Jim Stickney, Interim Pastor
209-369-3381 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org

St. Matthew’s Church,  
San Andreas
414 Oak Street
San Andreas, CA 95249
The Rev. John Shumaker,  
Rector Emeritus
209-754-3878; www.stmatthew.
diosanjoaquin.org

St. Clare of Assisi, Avery
1 block north of the Post  
Office on Hwy 4
The Rev. Basil Matthews,  
Priest-in-Charge 
209-795-5970
 
The Episcopal Church of 
St. Anne, Stockton
1020 West Lincoln Road,  
Stockton, CA 95207
The Rev. Lyn Morlan, Rector  
209-473-2313 
www.stanne.diosanjoaquin.org

St. Paul’s Episcopal  
Church, Modesto
1528 Oakdale Road,  
Modesto, CA 95355
The Rev. Kathleen West,  
Priest-in-Charge 
209-522-3267 
www.stpaulsmodesto.org
 
Christ the King Community 
Episcopal Church, Riverbank
6443 Estelle Avenue,  
Riverbank, CA 95367
The Rev. Glenn Kanestrom, Rector 
209-869-1075; www.christ
theking.diosanjoaquin.org
 
St. Francis Episcopal  
Church, Turlock
Meets at the Light of Christ 
Lutheran Church,  
4510 Crowell Road,  
Turlock, CA 95380
The Rev. Kathryn Galicia, Vicar 
209-785-1373;  
www.episcopalstfrancis.org

St. Mary in the  
Mountains, Sonora
18232 Smoke Street, 
Jamestown, CA 95327
The Rev. Stan Coppel,  
Priest-in-Charge
209-352-0353  
www.stmarysonora.org;  
email: info@stmarysonora.org

St. Mark’s Church, Tracy
Meets at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 101 Berverdor,  
(El Portal and Berverdor),  
Tracy, CA 95376
Contact: Mary Vaughn 
209-982-0827; www.stmark
tracy.diosanjoaquin.org;  
email: marydvaughn@gmail.com
 
CENTRAL VALLEY:
  
St. Nicholas, Atwater
Merced Episcopal Church 
Meets at the Atwater  
Chamber of Commerce,  
3rd & Cedar Avenue,  
Atwater, CA 95301 
559-975-9037; www.Merced 
Episcopal.diosanjoaquin.org

Holy Trinity Mission, Madera
Meets at 420 E. 4th Street,  
Madera, CA 93637
The Rev. Paul Colbert, Vicar 
559-975-9037; www.holytrinity 
episcopalchurch.org; email: 
pcolbert@diosanjoaquin.org
 
St. Raphael’s Episcopal  
Church, Oakhurst
Meets at Fresno Flats Historical 
Park, 49777 School Road,  
Oakhurst, CA 93644
The Rev. Paul Colbert, Vicar 
559-683-4023; www.Saint 
RaphaelsEpiscopal.org; email: 
pcolbert@diosanjoaquin.org
 
Holy Family Episcopal  
Church, Fresno
1135 East Alluvial Avenue,  
Fresno, CA 95720
The Rev. Michele Racusin, Rector 
559-439-5011; www.holy 
familyfresno.org; email: 
holyfamilyfresno@gmail.com

Church of the Saviour  
Parish, Hanford
519 N Douty Street,  
Hanford, CA, 93230
The Rev. Luis Rodriguez, Rector 
559-584-7706; www.churchof 
thesaviour.diosanjoaquin.org; 
email: Savioursecretary@gmail.com
 
Continuing St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church, Visalia
Meets at Congregation B’nai  
David, 1039 S. Chinowth Street,
(near Tulare Avenue)
Visalia, CA 93277
The Rev. Suzanne L. Ward,  
Priest-in-Charge 
Contact: Beth Johnstone 
559-732-6772; www.stpaul 
visalia.diosanjoaquin.org; email: 
bethjohnstone@sbcglobal.net

St. John’s Episcopal Parish
1701 Prosperity Avenue,  
Tulare, CA 93274
The Rev. Robert G. Eaton, Rector 
559-686-8048; www.stjohns  
tulare.wordpress.com
 
SOUTH VALLEY:

Grace Episcopal Church, 
Bakersfield 
Meets at the Chapel,  
First Congregational Church,
Stockdale Hwy & Real Road, 
Bakersfield, CA 93309
(Use parking lot off of  
Stockdale Hwy)

The Rev. Dr. Tim Vivian, Vicar 
661-431-9020; www.graceepiscopal 
bakersfield.com; email: tvivian@
diosanjoaquin.org

St. Brigid’s Episcopal Mission
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar  
661-412-4807 
stbrigid@diosanjoaquin.org

St. Andrew’s Mission, Taft
703 Fifth Street,  
Taft, CA 93268
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar  
661-765-2378 
 
St. Sherrian, Kernville
251 Big Blue Road
Kernville, CA 93238
The Rev. Robert Woods, Vicar
760-376-2455
 
HIGH DESERT:
 
All Souls’ Episcopal  
Fellowship, Ridgecrest 
Meets at the Historical  
Society Building,
230 West Ridgecrest Blvd., 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
The Rev. Linda Huggard, Vicar 
Contact: Charles Andrews 
760-499-1493 
cfa-cla@msn.com
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