
Christ, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
     Last Sunday night was a startlingly 
beautiful evening, gentle breezes and wisps 
of cloud, slanting rays of the sun on green 
lawns. We had no evening adult class and 
no ball game, so a few of us settled in the 
chairs of the northwest courtyard after 
dinner and drank a glass of wine to the 
goodness of the day and shared our stories. 
It was a time a blessing, of the opening of 
hearts, of the binding together of spirits. 
     I pray that in the days to come that I 
will be able to more fully discern the things 
that need to be done from the things Christ 
is longing for me to do. May I learn to be 
with others more, and accomplish less. I 
pray, too, that you will look into your life 
and how you spent your time and seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in becoming 
a greater part of the body of Christ at St. 
John’s. Make a point to be with us on Sun-
day, and lift your voices in worship. Hang 
around afterward and bend an ear, open 
your heart to listen, make plans for lunch 
or dinner with someone you don’t know 
well. Come out to a church league softball 
game and join in the friendly conversation 
and hearty banter. 
     Life is waiting for us to enter in fully, 
not with divided minds and hurried hearts, 
but with our whole self. June just seems 
like a good time to begin.
     Lingering in the courtyard    Fr. Dwight 

Holy Eucharist

Sunday

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESday

10 a.m. – chapel

WEdnESday

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Tornado relief

Mad Hatters Tea

Watonga VBS grant

Rummage sale

Living with an unhurried heart 
     There is not a moment goes by but that I 
am pondering the future, remembering the 
past or working hard on some project in the 
present. I know that it is the relationships 
in my life that are most important and have 
a lasting effect on my life and the life of the 
world. despite this knowledge, by mind and 
my daily duties seem to have a life of their 
own, dragging me along on a ride in which 
I am less and less invested.
     I find myself longing for the slower days 
of early summer, beyond the end of school 
chaos and the unending line of meetings 
and special activities that crowd the cal-
endar after Easter. I want to be able to 
“waste” hours of time visiting with folks 
and learning more about their life and 
loves. I want to be able to greet a day that is 
not already fully scheduled, or becomes that 
way within a few minutes of my waking. 
     Sometimes I think of our parish as a 
place of business too, filled with activity 
and programs, committees and projects. 
God knows we need these things and in 
many very real and pressing ways, our 
common future depends upon them. But 
the core purpose of our being together as a 
church community is relational, communal. 
nothing is more important than to live out 
lives of mutual love and concern, support 
and encouragement. Life is difficult, so we 
can use the company of fellow travelers 
who share our trust in God, our hope in 
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

JUNE 2
2nd Sunday 
after Pentecost
1 Kings 18:20-21, 
    (22-29), 30-39  
Psalm 96
Galatians 1:1-12
Luke 7:1-10

JUNE 9
3rd Sunday 
after Pentecost
1 Kings 17:8-16 
   (17-24)  
Psalm 146
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17

JUNE 16
4th Sunday 
after Pentecost
1 Kings 21:1-10, 
   (11-14), 15-21a  
Psalm 5:1-8
Galatians 2:15-21
Luke 7:36-8:3

JUNE 23
5th Sunday 
after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:1-4, 
   (5-7), 8-15a  
Psalm 42 and 43
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

JUNE 30
6th Sunday 
after Pentecost
2 Kings 2:1-2, 
   6-14 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
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     School is out for the summer and that 
means so is Sunday School and the Sunday 
evening Rector’s Forum. These two pro-
grams will resume in September. 
     you might consider joining St. John’s 
Centering Prayer group. “Centering Prayer 
is a method of silent prayer that prepares us 
to receive the gift of contemplative prayer, 
prayer in which we experience God’s 
presence within us, closer than breathing, 
closer than thinking, closer than conscious-
ness itself. This method of prayer is both 
a relationship with God and a discipline 

     On Sunday morning, May 12th, I found 
myself in a beautiful cathedral in St. Louis  
participating in the christening of our 
granddaughter Gabriella “Ella” Grace doll.  
as I cherished the moment, contemplating 
her future, I was struck by the irony that 
back in norman my son Kendon was finish-
ing his career as an acolyte at St. John’s.  
Honor Sunday marked the end of a 15-year 
period during which I had at least one child 
serving as an acolyte. It is also the end of 
my time as acolyte Master.  
     Meanwhile, back in St. Louis we were 
vowing to do all in our power to support 

Summer connections at St. John’s

acolyte master reflects, looks forward

to foster that relationship.” (www.center-
ingprayer.com) Centering Prayer meets on 
Tuesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 in the church 
library. Contact Francie White at francie.
white@me.com.  
     If you previously participated in the Rec-
tor’s Forum, or are just looking for some 
Sunday evening fun, consider supporting 
the coed softball team, The Beloved, by 
playing or being a fan in the stands at their 
Sunday evening games. Owen Mills is coor-
dinating the team his e-mail is owen.mills@
att.net.  

Ella in her life in Christ. I can’t help but 
wonder if taking such vows in the past 
helped me to reluctantly agree to serve in a 
position I grew to love and am so grateful to 
have had. I feel so blessed that my chil-
dren grew up in this church and have fond 
memories of serving St. John’s as acolytes. 
     I look forward to watching future gen-
erations of acolytes grow into adults while 
enhancing our worship by discreetly and 
confidently moving about seeing to the de-
tails of a service. Perhaps someday Ella will 
be an acolyte, too. 
                                                 – Kevin McGeehee

TORnadO RELIEF
In the hours following the May 20 tornado in Moore, St. John’s folks were check-
ing in – some recounting near misses and others property damage. We are keeping 
posted on relief efforts and will be getting the news out to you as the days pass for 
ways we can help. Our prayers are for all those who have lost homes and loved ones, 
and for the injured. May the Lord of all life and love, be with them, and may the 
Spirit fill them with hope.    – Fr. Dwight

     – The Diocese of Oklahoma is collecting funds to help those in need; send donations to 
“Tornado Relief,” Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, 924 North Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102

     – Support American Red Cross Disaster Relief; go to redcross.org, dial 1-800-REDCROSS 
or text REDCROSS to 90999 to make a $10 donation

     – Episcopal Relief and Development is prepared to help, as they do for disasters around the world. 
Learn more at http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program
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     The morning air was sticky and unstable 
as worshippers at the 10:30 a.m. service 
huddled in the courtyard to celebrate the 
Great Thanksgiving. Incense smoke furled 
about and gleaming streamers from acolyte 
flags whipped in the wind. despite the 
advance warning of potential severe storms 
later in the day, the morning service was 
peaceful and beautiful.  
     an evening picnic in the park was 
planned for the youth Group and Fledg-
lings. The Fledglings were to bid their 
goodbyes to fifth graders and “fly them up” 
to the youth Group. The youth Group was 
to say farewell to their beloved high school 
seniors. This tradition of the past several 
years is always great fun and wonderful 
opportunity for family and friends to offer 
prayers of support and love young people 
grow up.  
     an ominous forecast pushed the picnic 
inside to the Parish Hall. as the five o’clock 
hour neared, the crowd for the service was 
thin; many decided to stay home to ride out 
the weather. We decided to cancel the spe-
cial fly-up ceremony due to low attendance 
but continue with the regular worship ser-
vice. Prior to the beginning of the service, 
Fr. dwight briefed parishioners on the plan 
for severe weather.  

Common comfort on stormy Pentecost
     We were just about to receive consecrat-
ed sacraments when several of us heard the 
tornado sirens. We moved the group to an 
interior hallway and got everyone settled.  
Fr. dwight followed with the bread and 
wine and offered them, as sirens warned of 
circulation in the area. 
     Luckily norman was spared from major 
damage. We experienced a unique kind of 
fellowship and were grateful for our St. 
John’s community. This Pentecost definite-
ly had some “mighty rushing winds.” 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June 3  Jerry Goodrich, Libby Gillett  
June 4  Sara Leader, Rebekah Clayton, 
     dakotah Robinson  
June 6  nancy Haynes, ann Powell
June 7  anne Masters, Carol Terry 
June 8  Paul Riley, Catherine Lewis  
June 9  John Schaefer, Steve Warren, 
     Leland neubauer, Ki Busby
June 11  Matthew Wilson  
June 12  Mary allen, Bill Wallace, J.C. Wallace, 
     Perry White, Zachary White, Jonathan Cody
June 13  Ben Odom, Lindsay Bolino 
June 14  Jean Ladner
June 15  Bill Stone, Melinda Blackman
June 16  dick Steed
June 17  Judy Smith, Torsten Ekadis 

June 18  adam Stachmus, Rhonda McKinsey 
June 19  Katelyn deaton  
June 20  Kristen Hall  
June 21  Mason Crook  
June 22  donna King, Tom Gibson, 
     Geoffrey Blackman, Katie Fitzgerald Stevenson, 
     William nollert  
June 23  Sandra Whalen  
June 24  Lee Smith
June 25  Casey Wilson, Kelsey Bennett  
June 26  dorothy Klippell, Linn Potter, 
     david Schones, Elliott Greenlee 
June 27  Carolyn Fiore, Evan Corkill
June 28  John Beall, Byron Jackson
June 29  ulli nollert, Pam Henry, Robert Smith, 
     John Robertson
June 30  amelia andre, Tom Stidham, 
     Chris Brown
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VESTRY

Byron Jackson
SENIOR WARDEN
byron@possibilitiesinc.org

Colby Burress
JUNIOR WARDEN
colby.burress@gmail.com

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Anne Boone 
366-7192
aboone93@cox.net 

Andrea Conway 
250-2037
andreag51893@gmail.com

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Mark Laufersweiler 
laufers@gmail.com 
872-3806 (H)

Owen Mills 
201-6904
owen.mills@att.net

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

Ben Odom 
360-8659 
bodom2@cox.net 

Steve Warren 
823-7052 
stevewarren@budget-
boxandbag.com

     The parish hall was transformed on Sat-
urday, May 18, for a colorful Mad Hatter’s 
Tea Party, shared by women of all ages. St. 
John’s faithful bakers stepped forward once 
again and prepared a remarkable menu of 
sweets and sandwiches. Their generosity 
not only provided everything needed for 
the tea, but proved to be a big benefit to the 
Sunday evening meal, as well.
     The room was lovely, with the tables 
decorated in bright spring colors of purple, 
turquoise and fuchsia, then topped with 
unique teapots and lovely flowers. But the 
brightest part of the afternoon was the 
parade of wonderful hats! They came in all 
colors and sizes – the largest would have 
won a prize at the derby, and the smallest, 
worn by d.d., was no bigger than one of 
the cookies! 
     This event would not have happened 
without the extraordinary efforts of Evelyn 
Bibens and andrea Conway – from the be-
ginning to the end they were always there 
giving more than 100 percent. “I also want 
to thank so many others who baked, helped 
in setting up and cleaning up,” said Juanitta 
Goins, ECW president, noting especially 

Hats galore at Mad Hatter’s Tea!   
amelia andre, Betsy Loffland, danyel 
Siler, Kathleen Haynes, Kathryn Kiester, 
Madeline Bradstock, Marj Cannon, Martha 
White, Mary Jane Haddad, Merrie Beard, 
nancy Haynes, and Sue dary.
     How many people came?almost 50 –
which was less than the group had prepared 
for, but those who came seemed to have a 
delightful time. Thanks to all who prepared 
for the tea, and participated, to make this 
a special, inter-generational event for the 
women of the church. Look for more pho-
tos of this wonderful event, posted on the 
ECW bulletin board near the east entry of 
the church.
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     Children participating in the Vacation 
Bible School program in Watonga this sum-
mer, led by St. John’s youth, will benefit 
from a $1,000 grant made by the Celtic 
Cross Society of the Church divinity School 
of the Pacific. Half of the money is desig-
nated for outdoor play items that can be 
used for multiple seasons, including soccer 
goals, balls, and a colorful “parachute.” The 
remainder of the funds will be used to pur-
chase healthy snacks for the children, and 
to provide each child with an outdoor play 
item, such as a ball or hula-hoop, to take 
home and enjoy through the summer.
     CdSP seminarian Twila Smith worked 
with Courtney Green to write the grant 
proposal. The Celtic Cross Society awards 
small-dollar grants each year to support out-
reach efforts. Last month, 24 small grants 
were awarded, totaling a little more than 
$20,000, for projects from the seminary 
neighborhood in Berkeley, Calif., to South 

VBS Watonga, diocese receive grants 
Sudan. Photos and stories from grant-fund-
ed projects will be shared at the seminary 
this fall, encouraging students and faculty 
to engage in hands-on mission. 
     Funds for the grants come through a 
weekly offering collection, and by way of 
a fundraising effort familiar to St. John’s 
folks – parking cars on football game days. 
“We’re close to the Cal campus, so even 
though the lot is small, we fund at least one 
grant every home game,” said Twila. 
     On May 21, following the tornado in 
Moore, the out-going missioner for the 
Celtic Cross announced a $500 emergency 
grant award for relief efforts through the 
diocese of Oklahoma. 
     “The missioner saw the needs in Okla-
homa and directed the aid, reminding me 
that he was leading the organization until 
his graduation,” said Twila, who earlier 
this spring was elected missioner for the 
seminary, to serve in 2013-14.
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     Turn your trash into treasure for the 
church! The ECW is hosting a rummage 
sale on Friday and Saturday, June 7 and 8 
from 8 to 5 pm.  Please donate your un-
wanted items to this deserving fundraiser.  
We prefer you drop off items Monday, June 
3 through Thursday, June 6 from 10 a..m to 
2 p.m. Bring donations to the Parish Hall.  
However, we don’t want to miss out on 
your donations; if you need to make other 
arrangements or need items picked up, 
please call Courtney Green at 642-2585 or 
email at courtney@episcopalnorman.org.
     Volunteers are needed to price items and 
work the rummage sale.  Pricing will start 
on Wednesday, June 5, at 9 a.m. Contact 

Rummage sale set for June 7-8

Learn ‘compassionate communication’

Courtney to volunteer.  
     If you don’t have items to donate or 
can’t volunteer, help us out by shopping the 
sale! Previous proceeds from the rummage 
sale helped purchase our new church pas-
senger van and have provided scholarship 
money for children to attend summer camp.       

Young adult lunch
The Young Adult group will meet after the 
10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, June 23, at 
Hideaway Pizza. Andrea and Jimmy Conway 
lead this group and enjoy the fellowship during 
these monthly meetings. Invite a friend or two 
to join. Questions? E-mail Andrea at andre-
ag51893@gmail.com.  

     The university Quakers invite you to 
attend a Compassionate Communication 
Workshop. The evening is sponsored free of 
charge by the university Quakers and host-
ed by St. Stephen’s Methodist in norman 
on June 3. The nVC (nonviolent Com-
muniction) method developed by Marshall 
Rosenberg has been used to train police 
forces and as an effective tool in conflict 
resolution in Israel, Palestinian Territories, 
and Rwanda. The communications skills it 
teaches can be applied in both personal and 
professional situations.
     The presenter, Tom McLain, is a com-
munication coach, group facilitator, me-
diator, and consultant. He teaches com-
munication skills using the principles of 
Compassionate nonviolent Communication 
(nVC), specializing in conflict resolution 
and organization development.  
     Would you like to be able to: 
     - Speak so others will hear without tak-
ing offense? 
     - Express disagreement without blaming, 
criticizing? 
     - Transform reactive anger into connect-
ing communication? 
     - Calmly hear other’s needs instead of 
hearing blame or criticism? 

     - Choose connection over conflict? 
     - Create mutually satisfying outcomes? 
     - deepen and enrich your most valued 
relationships? 

Workshop Details 
7-10 p.m. Monday, June 3
St. Stephen’s Methodist Church
1801 W. Brooks, norman 

For information, contact Tom McLain, 
tom@connectingcommunication.com
or call 405.823.7801.  

Host families needed
The Norman Rotary Club is sponsoring three 
international high school exchange students 
next year, a boy and girl at Norman North, 
and a boy at Norman High. Host families 
need not have high school age children and 
will host for one third of the year. Rotary will 
assist with expenses. This is a great experi-
ence and everyone who has every participat-
ed felt it was a rewarding experience for the 
whole family. If you are interested, contact 
Jaci Williams, jacywilliams5770@yahoo.com 
or call 321-5999.

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Jan. 1-April 30, 2013

Budgeted Income

$151,764

Actual Income

$135,015

Budgeted Expenses

$147,764

Actual Expenses

$106,897

Projected Variance

$3,999

Actual Variance

$28, 118
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Sundays   
7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 
5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall
Tuesdays   
10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons
7:30 p.m., Centering Prayer – library
Wednesdays   
6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
7:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal – music room
Thursdays   
7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMInG uP aT ST. JOHn’S
June 2 – The Beloved softball at home

June 3 – Communication workshop, p. 6

June 5 – Resurrection Memorial, 12:10 p.m.

June 7-8 – Rummage sale, p. 6

June 9 – Softball at St. Augustine’s, Oklahoma City

June 23 – Young Adult Lunch, p. 6

June 23 – The Beloved softball at home

June 30 – Softball at St. Michael’s, Norman

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org
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