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By Judy D. Barnes

An annual liturgy of racial reconciliation will be held at 
St. Andrew’s Cathedral this year and will commemorate the life
and legacy of Medgar Wiley Evers.  The service begins at 4 p.m.
on Sunday, June 9, at the cathedral in Jackson.  

This event is hosted every year by All Saints’, St. Alexis,
and St. Christopher’s churches in Jackson and includes a
reception in the St. Andrew's parish hall following the liturgy
themed “Mississippi Family Reunion.”

The Cathedral was chosen as the site of this
year’s event as it marks a poignant major milestone
in Mississippi’s history — the 50th anniversary of
Medgar Evers’s assassination.  Myrlie Evers, a noted
civil rights activist, former NAACP president, and the
widow of Medgar Evers, will speak at the liturgy. 

Myrlie Evers currently lives on the campus of
Alcorn State University, where she is a distinguished
scholar-in-residence.  She also serves as chairman of
the Medgar and Myrlie Evers Institute with the
 mission of championing civil rights with a focus on
history, education, and reconciliation, especially among young people.

Mrs. Evers gave a stirring invocation at President Obama’s second
inauguration, praying, “We ask, too, Almighty, that where our paths seem
blanketed by throngs of oppression and riddled by pangs of despair, we
ask for your guidance toward the light of deliverance and that the vision
of those who came before us and dreamed of this day, that we recognize
that their visions still inspire us. They are a great cloud of witnesses
unseen by the naked eye, but all around us, thankful that their living was
not in vain.”

Several significant exhibits and events honoring the courageous work and
celebrating the life of Medgar Evers are occurring this year. At the time of his mur-
der on June 12, 1963, by Ku Klux Klansman, Byron De La Beckwick, Evers was the
field secretary for the NAACP in Mississippi.  Myrlie was Medgar’s secretary and
together, at great personal peril, they organized voter registration drives and civil

rights demonstrations throughout the state.
Mrs. Evers spoke at the recent opening of the exhibit

“This is Home:” Medgar Evers, Mississippi and the
Movement at the William F. Winter Archives & History
Building in Jackson.  After touring the exhibit, Mrs. Evers
said what moved her most was seeing the rifle that was
used to assassinate her husband.  “That weapon that is in
that case represents hatred, but it also represents hope
because, although it was used as a weapon to eliminate
Medgar, it raised up a band of people in this country,
throughout Mississippi, and the world who recognized the
need for human beings to be treated as humans regardless
of race, creed or color.”  The Evers exhibit is now open to
the public free of charge through October 31st at the state
archives and history building.

In 2010 Bishop Gray activated the Anti-Racism Task
Force and in a letter to the diocese noted that Mississippi
was entering a period of five years of significant anniver-
saries in the civil rights movement: 1961-Freedom Riders
travel through the South to Jackson; 1962-James Meredith
enters the University of Mississippi; 1963-Assassination of

Medgar Evers; 1964-Murders of Schwerner, Goodman and Chaney in Philadelphia;
1965-Passage of the Voting Rights Act.

“It will not be easy to return to parts of my (our) past.  The temptation is
always to call the past the past and move on.  However, the past in both our indi-
vidual and corporate lives, left unexamined or ignored, will control us in very
unhelpful ways.  My redemption and freedom requires the cross of accountability.
As Mr. Faulkner once note, ‘The past is never dead.  It’s not even past,’” said Gray. 

The public is invited and welcome to the service on June 9 and the reception
following.  The offering will be given to support the work of the Medgar & Myrlie
Evers Institute (http://www.eversinstitute.org).

Judy D. Barnes is a communicant of St. Alexis/Jackson and a member of the 
Anti-Racism Task Force. 

Myrlie Evers

Medgar Evers

By the Rev. David Knight
On Saturday, April 27th, the Standing Committee, Bishop Search

Nominating Committee and Bishop Search Transition Committee met for
an all-day retreat with the Rev. Canon Rick Callaway, our bishop search
consultant. Worship, including a Eucharist shared by all the groups, was led
by the chaplain for the bishop search process, the Very Reverend Billie
Abraham of St. Alban’s, Bovina.

The morning session led by Canon Callaway was for all three commit-
tees meeting jointly to hear about details of the process and to ask ques-
tions. After lunch the Standing Committee was dismissed and Canon
Callaway  met separately with the Nominating and Transition Committees. 

The process is now in full gear with some pretty ambitious deadlines
ahead. Please keep this work in your prayers, and stay tuned for several
things, including a prayer we would like each parish and mission to include
in their Sunday Prayers of the People (coming from our chaplain), and a
separate web page for all the communications regarding the search process.

Following are the list of members of both the Nominating and
Transition Committees. 
The Rev. David Knight is the president of the Standing Committee and 
interim rector of St. James’/Jackson. 

Myrlie Evers to speak as diocese 
honors civil rights icon Medgar Evers

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
Mr. Lee Davis Thames, chair; Holy Trinity, Vicksburg
Mr. William Box, St. James’, Jackson
Mr. Bill Cruse, St. James’, Jackson
The Rev. Sam Godfrey, Christ Church, Vicksburg
Mrs. Julie Goforth, St. Philip’s, Jackson
Mrs. Barbara Jones, St. Timothy’s, Southaven
The Rev. John Kellogg, Incarnation, West Point
Mrs. Anne Koonce, Calvary, Cleveland
The Rev. Taylor Moore, St. Peter’s, Oxford
The Rev. Janet Ott, St. Mark’s, Raymond
Mrs. Whitney Robinson, Mediator/Redeemer, McComb/Magnolia
The Rev. Patrick Skutch, Christ Church, Bay St. Louis
Mrs. Elva Smith-Toliver, St. Mary’s, Vicksburg
Mr. Robert Stewart, St. Peter’s, Oxford
Mr. Albert White, All Saints, Tupelo
Ms. Maggie Williams, Trinity, Hattiesburg
The Rev. Deacon Scott Williams, St. Peter’s by the Sea, Gulfport
Dr. Rosalie Zimmerman, Ascension, Hattiesburg 

TRANSITION COMMITTEE:
The Rev. Brian Ponder, chair; 

St. Paul’s, Meridian
Mrs. Lisa Allain, Trinity, Natchez
The Rev. Betsy Baumgarten, 

St. Patrick’s, Long Beach
Mr. John Dreyfus, 

St. Philip’s/St. Andrew’s, Jackson
The Rev. Gates Elliott, 

Chapel of the Cross, Madison
Mr. Mike Flannes, St. Andrew’s, Jackson
Mr. Warren Harper, St. James’, Greenville
Mr. Butch Jones, All Saints’, Grenada
Mrs. Linda Keng, St. Philip’s, Jackson
The Rev. Shannon Manning, 

St. James’, Jackson
Ms. Leslie Stanfield, 

St. Peter’s by the Sea, Gulfport

Episcopal search process begins
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The Bishop’s Journal
March 27 - Wednesday in Holy Week

Appointment in morning with Mrs. Hailey
Allin. Afternoon session with Ms. Caelin Slevin,
newly appointed director of the Center for
Formation and Mission. Drive to Madison later
to celebrate the Eucharist and preach at St.
Catherine’s retirement community. Afterwards
continue on to the Chapel of the Cross, Madison
for a meeting with the vestry.
March 28 - Maundy Thursday

Drive to Sewanee. Afternoon visit with the
new dean of the seminary, The Rt. Rev. Neil
Alexander. Participate in the Sewanee communi-
ty Maundy Thursday worship at All Saints’
Chapel on the campus. It is a beautiful and mov-
ing moment.
March 29 - Good Friday

Visit with seminarians and then return to
Jackson.
March 30 - Holy Saturday

Spend a little time in the garden in the morn-
ing, then join the congregation of St. Philip’s for
the Easter Vigil. I preach, celebrate, baptize two,
confirm five and receive two in this beautiful
liturgy that begins our celebration for the
Miracle of the Resurrection. Great celebratory
reception following.
March 31 - Easter Day

I preach and celebrate at the later service at
St. Andrew’s Cathedral. In the afternoon Kathy
and I drive to Greenwood for an overnight visit
with Peter, Giulianna and Joseph.
April 1 - After a morning with the Peter Grays,
drive to Oxford to spend the night with son
Duncan and his family. En route to Oxford, I
receive a call telling me the reason for our visit
there — to accompany our granddaughter,
Harper, on a field trip tomorrow — has been
cancelled. I am very disappointed.
April 2 - Without a school field trip to travel

with, Kathy and I use the time away for a good
visit with children and grandchildren. Return to
Jackson in the evening.
April 3 - In office in the morning followed by
meeting of the Racial Reconciliation Task Force
over lunch and through the early evening.
Afternoon appointments with the Rev. Deacon
Cathy Halford and the Rev. Deacon Carol
Spencer.
April 4 - In the office all day. Annual consulta-
tion with the Rev. Deacon Dennis Wilson. Late
afternoon meeting with several persons disap-
pointed in my decision re: blessing of life-long
covenants.
April 5 - At St. Andrew’s School during the
morning as I preach at worship services for the
middle school and upper school. Lunch with
some members of staff and administrators. 

Afternoon spent in the office.
April 6 - Drive to Gray Center to celebrate and
preach at the closing of the deacons retreat. Late
afternoon drive to the coast in preparation for
tomorrow’s events.
April 7 - At Trinity Church, Pass Christian, I
preach, celebrate, baptize one, confirm three
and receive two. Lunch follows and good time
for visiting with the congregation.

Later in the afternoon, I drive to Pascagoula
for a meeting with the vestry of St. John’s as they
prepare for the retirement of their rector, the
Rev. Dennis Ryan, and the search for his succes-
sor.

Drive to Ocean Springs for a meeting with an
aspirant for holy orders, then return to Jackson
late.
April 8 - Day off.
April 9 - Staff meetings in the morning. Annual
consultation with the Rev. Jason Shelby. In the
afternoon, I drive to Brookhaven for meetings
with individuals and groups who have a wide

range of opinions about my decision of blessing
of life-long covenants. After supper, I gather in
the church for wide-ranging conversation.
April 10 - Spend most of the day at St. Andrew’s
with a team from the Episcopal Church Center
in New York who are making a “site visit” in
preparation for the visit of the Presiding Bishop
in November. At my invitation Presiding Bishop
Jefferts-Schori will be with us for a two-day con-
versation on race relations 50 years after the
peak of the civil rights movement.

Mid afternoon, I drive to Starkville for meal
and conversation with the Episcopal student
community (Canterbury Fellowship) at
Mississippi State. Very energetic and significant
conversation. I am excited at their excitement.
Return to Jackson late.
April 11 - Meet with about 50 clergy to discuss
reactions to my decision to allow, in certain cir-
cumstances, the use of the liturgy for the bless-
ing of life-long covenants. I also discuss in detail
the process by which a congregation may peti-
tion me to lift my ban on the use of the liturgy.
Good discussion throughout the day.
April 12 - Annual consultation with the Rev.
Carol Mead. Meet with liturgy committee plan-
ning the service for the celebration of the life
and legacy of Medgar Evers on June 9.

Lunch with the Rev. Chris Robinson.
Afternoon session with documentarist Terry
Flucker. Afternoon meetings later with diaconal
postulants, Dr. Billy Walton and Mr. James
Dedeaux, and the opening session of the spring
ECW meeting. The Rev. Scott Gunn, Executive
Director of Forward Movement Publications, is
their retreat leader.
April 13 - Kathy, my father and I leave Jackson
around mid-day to drive to the coast for a variety
of weekend events.

After checking in at a hotel we travel to St.
Mark’s, Gulfport, for a retirement celebration for
the Very Rev. Bo Roberts. The event is a wonder-
ful tribute to the faithful witness of Bo and wife,
Pam, through 44 years (and Hurricanes Camille
and Katrina) at St. Mark’s. It will be hard to
imagine St. Mark’s, Gulfport, without Bo
Roberts, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Overnight on the Coast.
April 14 - Driving rain on Coast.

Annual visitation at St. Mark’s, Gulfport. I
preach, celebrate, confirm eleven and receive
one in congregation somewhat reduced by the
terrible weather.

After a reception in the parish hall, Kathy, my
father, and I join Father Bo Roberts, wife Pam,
and friends for lunch.

We need to excuse ourselves a bit early as I
must travel to St. Thomas in Diamondhead for a
visitation. I meet prior to the service with the
Rev. Nick Johnson. At the late afternoon worship
Eucharist, I preach, celebrate, confirm ten
(including three from St. Paul’s, Picayune) in a
combined congregation of folks from both
Picayune and Diamondhead.

Reception follows. Because of some confu-
sion, I suggest a rescheduling of my meeting
with the vestry of St. Thomas’.

Overnight on the Coast.
April 15 - In the morning, I visit Coast Episcopal

School, celebrating and preaching at the school’s
weekly Eucharist. Later meet with the board of
the school to discuss ways in which I could be
helpful in their search for a replacement for
their retiring head of school, the Rev. Liz Jones.

On our way out of town, we stop by to see
the Rev. Deacon Lynn Hough. Return to Jackson
in the afternoon.
April 16 - In office all day.

Staff meetings in the morning. Conference
call with College for Bishops board. Afternoon
appointments with Mr. Ed Cole and an aspirant
for holy orders.
April 17 - Morning appointment with the Rev.
Beth Palmer. Lunch with Mr. James Martin. Work
session with Mr. James Lueth as he prepares a
United Thank Offering grant proposal for a
school in South Sudan.

Travel in the afternoon with Canon David
Johnson for a visit with the rector and vestry of
Trinity Church, Pass Christian following the
announcement of the Rev. Chris Colby’s retire-
ment.

Lively and candid conversation around the
discussion re: the liturgy for the blessing of life-
long covenants. We also discuss the process by
which they will be calling their new priest.

Home to Jackson late with Canon Johnson.
April 18 - Spend some time in the morning with
my father getting our pictures taken for an
upcoming magazine article. Annual consultation
with the Rev. Hunter Isaacs and wife, Cissy.

Meet with trustees of the diocese throughout
the afternoon. In the late afternoon, Kathy and I
drive to Greenwood to celebrate our grandson
Joseph’s second birthday.
April 19 - Day off in Greenwood with family.
Return to Jackson late afternoon for arrival of
another set of Gray grandchildren.
April 20 - In the morning, I drive to Church of
the Mediator in Meridian for the annual gather-
ing of the Diocesan Altar Guild. There is much
excitement and enthusiasm about the renewal of
this diocesan ministry. I preach and celebrate at
their morning Eucharist.

Return to Jackson in time to join with family
and friends at the John Dreyfus and Chelsea
Knight wedding at St. James’ in Jackson.
April 21 - Up early to drive to Meridian for
annual visitation to the Church of the Mediator.
After a morning session with the vestry, I preach,
celebrate, baptize two, confirm nine and receive
one in the midst of a very large congregation.
Lots of energy at Mediator as they prepare for a
capital campaign to expand their facility.
Reception follows the service, then I return
briefly to Jackson before traveling to Gray
Center.

Have dinner at Gray Center with the post-
ordination consultation (POC) participants, then
spend some reflective time with them on the
joys and sorrows of ordained ministry.
April 22 - Up very early to catch a plane for
Washington, D.C. where I will participate in the
board meeting of the College for Bishops. Board
meeting lasts all day and into the evening.

Overnight at Virginia Theological Seminary.
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April 23 - College for Bishops’ board meeting. In
the afternoon I am able to have a visit with foster
daughter, Tabitha, and son, Deng. Later drive to
Silver Spring, Maryland, for dinner with Kathy’s
father.

Overnight at Virginia Theological Seminary.
April 24 - Catch early flight back to Jackson in
time for a meeting with the convocation deans
beginning at lunch.

Afternoon appointments with Mr. Dave
Benway and Mr. Chuck Barlow.
April 25 - Annual consultation with the Rev.
Anne Harris in the morning. Pick up my father to
drive to Oxford for the formal opening of the col-
lection of his papers that he has donated to the
University of Mississippi. After the event, we
enjoy dinner together with family.

Overnight in Oxford.
April 26 - Brief visit with grandchildren/great
grandchildren before my father and I return to
Jackson.
April 27 - Drive north again to do a teaching at
the lay ministry conference hosted by St.
Timothy’s, Southaven. Make brief stop in
Senatobia on my way home to Jackson.
April 28 - Drive to McComb for visitation to the

congregation of Mediator-Redeemer. I preach,
baptize five and confirm five in a joyous celebra-
tion. Very plentiful pot luck luncheon follows.
Good visiting time.

After lunch, meet with vestry. Because of my
eighteen-month visitation schedule, I am becom-
ing aware in some of these meetings that this may
be my last time to gather with some vestries as
bishop.

Spend some time with a personal friend in the
afternoon before traveling to Brookhaven for my
visitation to the Church of the Redeemer. I
preach, celebrate and baptize one at the evening
worship, then enjoy relaxed fellowship over good
food and drink.

Return to Jackson late.
April 29 - Day off.
April 30 - Staff meetings in the morning. Meet
with the Executive Committee of the Mississippi
Religious Leadership Conference early afternoon,
then drive to Diamondhead for a meeting with
the vestry of St. Thomas. Good wide-ranging dis-
cussion on a variety of matters.

Make it as far as Hattiesburg before stopping
for the night.

The Center for Formation and Mission
2013 Offerings: Be Transformed…

August 9 A Day Apart: Day of Silence and Prayer
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
The Rev. Jennifer Deaton, St. Andrew’s Cathedral

September 21-23 Everyday Sacred: a Women’s Retreat
We will consider the ways that the church invites us to see our mundane,
common, everyday lives as sacred.  For surely, every day is sacred.
Ellen Gabardi, Spiritual Director and retreat and small group leader

September 27 A Day Apart: Day of Silence and Prayer
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
Diane Braman, LCSW

September 27-29 Silent Retreat
Spend a weekend in silence, reflection, prayer and community.
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
Diane Braman, LCSW

November 1 A Day Apart: Day of Silence and Prayer
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry
The Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray, III

November 14-16 Open the Eyes of My Heart: Photography as a Spiritual Practice
Join Brad Berglund, popular retreat leader, and train your eye for prayer-
ful vision. All who enjoy making or looking at photos and who long to see
the world more imaginatively are welcome.
Co-sponsored with Journey Partners, a ministry of the Center for Ministry

December 6-8 Knitting and Needlework in Advent: Be Still and Know…
Bring your needles and thread and take time to be still as we move
through the busy season of Advent.
Mrs. Susan Nix, St. Andrew’s Cathedral
The Rev. Jennifer Deaton, St. Andrew’s Cathedral

All events are held at Gray Center.  For more information 
or to register for events, please go to http://cffm.dioms.org

…But be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God – what is good and

acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2

Bishop Gray provided a time for all clergy in the diocese to meet at Gray Center in April to discuss
and ask questions, as well as respond to questions,  regarding the petition process for parishes to use
to get an exemption from the ban on the blessing of same-gender blessings. Gray announced the
process at annual council last February in Jackson. 
Photo credit:  David Johnson/Photo

Need a room? Make your reservations early — space is limited!

Due to the limited number of rooms available for the BBQ, 
all reservations need to be made through Linda Cain at (601) 859-1556. Call today!!!

Special Weekend Package Rates
• $200 per couple for the whole weekend (includes room for two nights, meals for entire weekend, and two Barbeque tickets- WOW!)
• Room rates for Friday or Saturday are $110.00 a night (includes room for one night, dinner and breakfast)

Pack up the family and head to Gray Center 

May 24-26, 2013 for the Bishop’s BBQ! 

The Bishop’s BBQ is being transformed into a family weekend of community and celebration instead
of a fundraiser, so we want everyone to come enjoy the excitement this year! 

New to the Bishop’s BBQ this year is a series of events for each church to enjoy a little friendly 
competition! A Champion's Trophy will be awarded to the winning church! Schedule of events and

online registration are available at http://bbq.dioms.org. Begin assembling your teams now! 
There will be fun activities for all ages!!!

If you are traveling over the weekend or want to take a taste of the BBQ home 
with you, order a presale Boston Butt for only $30. We will have Jackson 

pick-up on Thursday and Gray Center pick-up on Saturday. Contact 
Grae at grae@graycenter.org to place your order!

Another change for the BBQ this year is that Gray Center will provide 
drinks only at meal times. There will be a $5.00 cooler charge when you 

enter but the BBQ is now BYOB.

It’s BBQ Time!!!

The 2013 Bishop’s BBQ 
at Gray Center
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SPIRITUALITY

Journey Partners spiritual
direction programs continue

New class to begin
By Gay Yerger

Journey Partners begins a new class in the two-year training Program in Spiritual Direction
March 17-20, 2014, for laity and clergy of all denominations and faith traditions. This invitation is to
those who may have a sense that God is calling them toward the ministry of spiritual direction.
Journey Partners offers an opportunity to those who seek to deepen their faith journey, to study
classic and contemporary spiritual writings, and to develop the capacity to accompany others in
their faith journeys. Specific attention is also given to spiritual guidance within congregations, as
well as one-on-one and group spiritual direction.

Quotes from some who have completed Journey Partners’ training:

“Serving as intentional holy listener blesses and informs my life in many ways.  By sitting with some-
one in an intentional time and space set aside for holy listening, I have found that my “listening
ears” continue the work of holy listening beyond these intentional times and spaces — so that I
begin to hear the world at a “holy volume,” being more aware of subtleties, shifts, movements and
messages in the lives of others and in my own life.  Also, serving as a holy listener gives me “holy
eyes,” through which I see the lives of others and my own life through a thin veil of mystery and of
gratitude, filled with spaciousness and graciousness.  Serving as a holy listener makes me better at
being human.”   — Ellen Gabardi

“My second spiritual awakening - no lie - was the result of my Journey Partners experience.  I’m one
of those who’s never met a stranger,” but the thought of ever functioning as a ‘journey partner’ to
someone seeking spiritual direction scared me to death.  I was asked and cajoled so often to join
Journey Partners that, against my better judgment, I finally made the leap.  And I’ve never looked
back!  In very definite ways it informed, supported, and held me closely until I realized I was stand-
ing on my own and could then actually imagine my doing what I had feared so badly.  Though I am
not walking with a directee at the moment, I have with several and have felt good about our rela-
tionships, believing deeply, however, that I probably took more away from this than any of them
did.  I tell folks all the time that the reading list and the requirement that it be covered appropriate-
ly was ‘worth the price of admission’ to me.  I miss the structure and the spirit-filled camaraderie.”
— Bill Horne 

Journey Partners begins its sixth two-year training program that is a partnership between the
Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi and the Center for Ministry.

Spiritual Direction is the art of walking beside others as they listen for the voice of God in their
lives. It employs both God-given gifts and carefully cultivated skills. You are invited to join a grow-
ing community of persons in the diocese and beyond who devote themselves to this sacred practice.

The Reverend Wendy Miller, Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Formation at Eastern Mennonite
Seminary in Virginia, and The Rev. Dwight Judy, Professor of Spiritual Formation at Garrett
Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois are the instructors for the program.

The Journey Partners retreats, beginning March 17-20, 2014, are held six times at Gray Center
during the two-year program.

Tuition: $500 per retreat, $1500 per year. A limited number of scholarships are available.  The
class is limited to 30 participants.

The director of Journey Partners is the Rev. Richard Robbins at Center for Ministry.  
More information and an application is available online at: www.centerforministry.com.  
Or email info@centerministry.com.  You may also call 601-974-1488.

The Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi and its
Committee on Ministry with LGBT Persons are very
happy to announce the eighth annual spiritual
renewal retreat. This year’s retreat will be held 23-25
August 2013 at Gray Center.

We are especially fortunate and excited that
this year’s presenter will be the Rev. Ed Bacon, rec-
tor of All Saints Church, Pasadena, CA, and former
Dean of St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson.

Fr. Bacon has chosen “Moving from a script of
fear to a script of love” as his theme. He  describes
the theme as follows: “All of us are given a narrative
about how the world works. Somewhere along our journey we begin to see that  parts of that narrative
aren’t life-giving to yourself, your family or friends. Things come apart; but the most important part
endures. God gives us a new script of grace based in love.”

Over the three days, there will be presentations, interactive sessions with Fr. Bacon, small group
discussions, the services of Compline, A Service of Healing, Morning Prayer and a closing Eucharist.
Also, there will be time for meditation, recreation, social interaction, entertainment and lastly, the great
food that Gray Center in know for.

The retreat is open to all who wish to attend and you are encouraged to make your reservation
early since last years retreat had 96 registrants from six states. Also note that scholarships are available
and if one is needed, you may indicate that during the registration process.

Registrations may be made at www.dioms.org/digital_faith/events/3155723#.UToqzaKLbTq    
or by calling Suzanne Phillips in the diocesan office at 601-948-5954.

Eighth annual spiritual renewal
retreat scheduled in August

DAVENPORT WATTS & DRAKE
INVESTMENT  ADV I SORS ,  L LC

234 West School Street   |   Ridgeland   |   601-898-8069
WWW.DAVENPORTWATTSDRAKE.COM

Investments  • Financial Plans  • 401k Plans

A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISORY FIRM OFFERING

Financial Planning, Asset Management, 
and Retirement Plan Services

The 2013 Bishop’s BBQ is about a month away, May 24 - 26, 2013, and the Gray Center wants to
send a personal invitation to everyone to be a part of the must attend event of the year! Over the years,
the Bishop’s BBQ has been an opportunity for Episcopalians to gather at Gray Center and enjoy a won-
derful weekend of food, fellowship and community. With these core principles in mind we have
altered the focus of the BBQ this year. The BBQ is no longer viewed as a Gray Center fundraiser and is
now shifting into a family weekend of celebration hosted by the Gray Center. Our diocese is blessed to
have a location where so many of our congregations can gather and we want to invite you out to enjoy
Gray Center in the splendor in which it is intended.

New to the BBQ this year will be a series of friendly competitions between the different churches
with the winner taking home the Bishop’s BBQ Grand Champion Trophy to display proudly at your
church. The events are geared to include members of all ages and we hope you all will take advantage
of what we have scheduled. Please contact Grae Dickson at grae@graycenter.org if your congregation
has any questions or intends on forming a team.

Thank you and we hope to see you all at the BBQ!
Grae Dickson, Bishop’s BBQ Chairperson

Your invitation to the 2013 Bishop’s BBQ

The Rev. Ed Bacon
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By Laura Tillman, The Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — A Jackson-based
rabbi has begun his third annual Passover pilgrim-
age across the South, visiting small Jewish com-
munities where local culture has put its mark on
the ancient faith in ways unexpected and unique.

Rabbi Marshal Klaven (rhymes with “maven”)
is director of rabbinic services for the Goldring-
Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life. He
began his trip Thursday and planned to visit more
than a dozen small Jewish communities in six
states.

He says the congregations along the route
have a strong commitment to their culture,
despite their size. He’s looking forward to the
food that will be served during the traditional hol-
iday meal, which often includes Southern varia-

tions like those found in the Mississippi River
town of Natchez: matzo balls with gravy.

The Jackson-based Institute aims to nurture
Jewish congregations throughout the South,
bringing them educational programming that they
might not otherwise be able to afford. Because of
the intense schedule, Klaven is splitting up the list
of cities with rabbinical student Matt Zerwekh.

Klaven said Natchez will be the smallest com-
munity visited, with fewer than 10 participants,
while Fayetteville, Ga., will likely be the largest,
with about 100 families. Other stops are planned
in Alabama, Tennessee, Louisiana and Florida.

The holiday celebrates the Jewish exodus
from slavery in Egypt. Traditional foods, like
haroset, a shank bone, and bitter herbs are used
as symbols of the Passover story during the Seder.
Klaven said the story can be used to explore con-

temporary oppression, whether by cruel dictators
or personal demons.

“When we are able to join forces and march
together, we can overcome them and free our-
selves,” Klaven said.

While traditionally the Passover Seder takes
place on the first two nights of the eight-day holi-
day, the pilgrimage will include Seders on other
nights as well, so more cities can benefit from the
rabbi’s leadership.

“People often overlook small communities,
whether they’re Jewish or not, because they’re
seen as not having as powerful a voice, or not as
consequential. But they still demonstrate the best
of what it means to be a close, comforting reli-
gious community,” Klaven said.

One example of can be found in Crossville,
Tenn., about 100 miles east of Nashville. The

Upper Cumberland Jewish Community in
Crossville has been able to thrive despite low
numbers. On an average Friday night, anywhere
from 15 to 20 people, mostly retirees, meet at a
local church to celebrate Shabbat. But this
Passover the group will host an interfaith service
for about 150 people, led by Klaven.

Norton Goodman, an 80-year-old retiree
from Chicago who now lives in the Tennessee
community, said he was initially concerned about
moving to place with such a small Jewish popula-
tion. Those concerns soon evaporated when he
saw how strong that little community was, and
how supported it has been by the rest of the city.

“We’re all separated from our families, we
sort of feel this is our family here,” Goodman
said. “The Passover Seder is no exception to that.”

Editor’s note: The following article is a bit behind our seasonal focus, but your parish may want to plan ahead for next year’s Passover pilgrimage.

Passover pilgrimage brings rabbis through South

DOK retreat focused on the art of keeping life simple
By Susan E. Steadman

Keeping life simple is an art.
The Mississippi Diocese Daughters of the King Chaplain, the Very Rev. Billie Abraham, demonstrated the art of the simple life through art, photogra-

phy and prose at the DOK Spring meeting held on March 2nd at St. James’/Jackson.
With a backdrop of an Amish quilt, Abraham referenced the book The Simple Life as a catalyst and confirmation for life-changing events in her own

spiritual and personal life.
“I have learned not to rush through life,” she stated. “Through life we have time.”
Utilizing a powerful photographic power point presentation and a lifetime of being surrounded by art, Abraham showed how art makes things hap-

pen in all avenues of life like a collage. 
And art is everywhere: hospitality, conversation, playing, critters, gratitude, laughter and sorrow.
Preceding the program, the Rt. Rev. Duncan M. Gray III celebrated Eucharist with members.
According to State DOK President Eleanor Baran,”This meeting was made special through the warm hospitality of the DOK St. James’ Ruth Chapter.”
Baran has a hands-on approach in her role and is actively visiting chapters throughout the diocese to open the lines of communication.
For more information about the Daughters of the King, a religious order dedicated to prayer, service and evangelism, contact a member at your local

parish.

Susan Steadman is a member of the Daughters of the King. 

In this March 21, 2013 photograph, Rabbi Marshal Klaven, director of rabbinic services for the Goldring-
Woldenberg Institute for Jewish Life in Jackson, explains the foods on the Seder plate and their role in the
Passover story, as he begins his Passover pilgrimage across the South by leading the traditional Passover meal
with members of St. Philip's Episcopal Church in Jackson, Miss. The holiday recalls the Jewish exodus from slav-
ery in Egypt. Over a nine-day period that started Thursday, the rabbi and a rabbinical student will visit 13
cities throughout the South to lead Seders and other services.  (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

“Life is an art,” described Mississippi DOK chaplain, 
Billie Abraham, at the recent Daughters of the King Meeting

hosted by the Ruth Chapter of St, James in Jackson.

St. Philips's members Johnny Jungkind, left, holds hands with wife Lynda, while Rabbi Marshal Klaven, director
of rabbinic services for the Goldring-Woldenberg Institute for Jewish Life in Jackson, in the background offers
blessings of the family as he begins his Passover pilgrimage across the South by leading Seders, the traditional
Passover meal with members of St. Philip's Episcopal Church in Jackson, Miss. The holiday recalls the Jewish
exodus from slavery in Egypt. Over a nine-day period that started Thursday, the rabbi and a rabbinical stu-
dent will visit 13 cities throughout the South to lead Seders and other services.  (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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Chapel of the Cross/Madison recently held a “Burn-the-Note Celebration” at the home of Hal and Tell
Flowers of Ridgeland to celebrate paying off the church’s building debt and to thank the parish for its
support of the effort. Copies of the PAID IN FULL mortgage note were tossed into the fire pit. Pictured
from left are: Sr. Warden Russell Wilcox, Interim Rector Luther Ott, “Retire the Debt” Committee
members Paul McNeill, June and Jim Milam, Hal and Tell Flowers.

Benedictine community admits
novice oblates and receives

one final oblation

By Susan Adams

St. Paul’s/Corinth celebrated stewardship of the Earth in April and gave thanks for the 18 acres
surrounding their church.  The parish has completed several projects to nurture their grounds and
wildlife recently. Children participated in the Sunday service as greeters and ushers. They led readings
of the psalm and prayers of the people which were selected and compiled by the children’s Sunday
School class.

During the observance, a certificate from the National Wildlife Federation certifying St. Paul’s as a
wildlife habitat was presented by Sunday school members Emma and Nora Hughes and their teacher
Susan Adams. The girls helped build bluebird boxes and started a butterfly garden last year with
teacher Ryland Bruhwiler and filled out forms this year to apply for the certification.

After the service, church members gathered outdoors for a blessing of newly planted trees around
the outdoor chapel. Refreshed by lemonade and cookies served on the front stoop, members planted
the first two rows of this year’s sunflower garden and enjoyed a beautiful spring morning. 

Susan Adams is a communicant of St. Paul’s/Corinth.

Members of St. Paul’s/Corinth planted rows of seed for this year’s sunflower garden on April 21st.

Stewardship of Earth observed
in Corinth

By Scott Lenoir

The Community of St. Joseph (CSJ) held its spring retreat at Gray Center in early May and admit-
ted two oblate novices to its growing membership.  Barbara Jones (St. Timothy’s/Southhaven) and
Jacob Taylor (St. Luke’s/Mobile) began their novitiate when they were both received during one of the
daily offices at the retreat.  Taylor and Jones received copies of The Rule of St. Benedict and a Benedict
medal as they entered into the year-long oblate novice period. 

Also, Rita Hill (St. Philip's/Jackson) made her final oblation during the Holy Eucharist at the
retreat.  Currently there are eleven oblates and two vowed monks in the Community of St. Joseph.
Brother Vincent Bache is the Brother Superior of the community and is resident at St. Joseph
Monastery in Natchez. 

The Community of St. Joseph is a religious community of Benedictine men and women, vowed
and oblate, lay and ordained, in The Episcopal Church that seeks to serve God and the Church by liv-
ing lives of dedication and service through the Benedictine Way. 

Unlike ‘third order’ or ‘associates’ who are often attached to religious communities by name
alone, CSJ oblate members function as equal partners with the vowed members, yet with a slightly dif-
ferent set of responsibilities most suited to married/partnered and family life. 

Rather than vows, oblate members make solemn promises to live according to the Benedictine
vows of stability, conversion of life, and obedience.  Oblate members are required to give to the
Community Fund twice annually as well as submit two reports a year on their ministry and how one is
integrating the Rule of St. Benedict
into daily life.

Oblates may elect, but are not
required, to be clothed in the
oblate habit, which differs slightly
from the brothers’ habit in not
having a hood on the scapular.
The habit is worn when appropri-
ate while exercising ministries and
at community convocation.

The Community of St. Joseph
was formed by Brother Vincent
Ignatius in 2003.  To learn more
about this religious community in
the Diocese of Mississippi log on
to www.csjms.org.

The Rev. Scott Lenoir is an oblate
in the Community of St. Joseph. 

Rita Hill (front row center) made her final oblation and was received as an oblate of the Community
of St. Joseph during the spring retreat.  Barbara Jones/photo

Barbara Jones and Jacob Taylor stand with Br. Vincent 
after being received as oblate novices in the Community of 
St. Joseph.    Scott Lenoir/photo
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By Carolyn Ray

During the recent Spring Picnic at St. James’ Episcopal
Church, in Jackson parishioners created a unique labyrinth out of
canned goods to benefit Stewpot’s Food Pantry.

Parishioners donated more than 1,700 cans of food and then
used them to create a one-of-kind, seven-circuit labyrinth. Cans of
beans, mandarin oranges, carrots, tuna, peanut butter, and toma-
toes lined the one path to the center of the labyrinth and out
again.

Both adults and children walked the winding food-lined path
of abundance to the center. A small table with an empty white
bowl at the labyrinth’s center served as a reminder that there are
many empty bowls and stomachs in our community and in our
state. When returning from the center, adults and children walked
the same path, but this time the many cans challenged the walkers
to take action and to do something for those who are hungry.

“I think the sheer number of cans and the one empty bowl
got everyone’s attention,” said Mary Margaret Hickman, co-chair of
the Friends of the Labyrinth Committee. “One child walked peace-
fully to center of the labyrinth and back out again. Then she
picked up a can of beans and walked back to the center and put it
in the middle of the bowl. She knew exactly what needed to be
done!”

That child’s generous and intentional action was exactly what
organizers of the labyrinth wanted. Two groups at St. James’, the
Sparking Our Spirit task force and the Friends of the Labyrinth
committee, partnered to offer this unique experience to the parish.

Sparking Our Spirits is a task force charged to spark enthusiasm
and nurture community through spiritual growth that leads to
ministry. The Friends of the Labyrinth sponsor regular contempla-
tive labyrinth walks using the church’s new canvas labyrinth.

According to Sparking our Spirit task force member, Mary
Jane Duncan, “The canned food labyrinth was a perfect idea . . . an
example of contemplative prayer and compassionate action. After
all, a picture is worth a thousand words, or in this case over a
thousand cans.”

Although many parishioners had walked a labyrinth before,
no one had ever actually built a labyrinth. For expert advice,
organizers turned to Jason Gyldewell, an experienced labyrinth
builder, who lives in south Mississippi. Glydewell travelled to
Jackson and worked with a small group of volunteers to mark and
paint the outline of the labyrinth in the church’s front.

“To be honest, I wasn’t sure how well this particular effort
would go.  What I discovered was with Jason’s instructions and
leadership, it was quite simple and relatively easy to get the
labyrinth shape laid out and lined,” said Steve Boone, a volunteer
and parishioner. “I found myself enjoying the way it looked, and
walked, and I wanted to do what I could to make it all work.” The
creation of the labyrinth pattern took about 3 hours and the help
of about eight volunteers. It began with eight concentric circles.
These circles were then modified to create the path of the
labyrinth. The last step involved lining the path with a special
spray paint.

“People started walking the labyrinth as soon as we painted
the pattern on the ground. They couldn’t resist,” said Hickman.

Neighbors, employees of the church, and the members of different
support groups that meet regularly at the church all walked the
labyrinth during the week. Hickman continued, “It is wonderful
that at least until it rains we can share this with everyone. One day
soon we hope to have a permanent outdoor labyrinth at St. James’
that is open 24/7.”

During the picnic, nearly 100 parishioners walked the
labyrinth. Still many others watched from the edge. In one way or
another, everyone journeyed to the center and back again some-
times more than once. In the week since the picnic, photos of the
labyrinth have gone viral in social media, with more than 19,000
people “viewing” a shared photo posted on St. James’ Facebook
page. 

“I walked with young children, middle size children, teens,
young parents, older parents, grandparents and many of the wis-
dom elders of our church...Dot and John Gibson, Gay and Buford
Yerger, Kay and Steve Boone, and Martha and Myron Lockey, to
name a few...walking, celebrating, praying, enjoying the labyrinth,”
said Mary Nell Prichard, a parishioner. “I felt that there were many
present whom I could not see...those who came before us to build
and sustain St. James’. They were there in my gratitude because
they made it possible for me and everyone else to be present on
this day.  I sensed that this labyrinth was a sign of the rich spiritual
life of St. James’ and that our work, our walk, our gifts given and
the blessings received honored them all.”  

Carolyn Ray is a communicant of St. James’/Jackson.

The Church of Mediator/Redeemer, McComb/Magnolia, presented several confirmands for Bishop
Gray’s annual visit. Pictured are front row:  Allison Murray, Alicia Murray, Ashley Murray, 
Jack McKenzie, Anthony Murray; second row: Brenda Murray, Doris Ciuffi, Jess Troutman; 
third row: Raymond Murray, Bishop Gray, Bill Moore.
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A Walk of Abundance

Children help build the labyrinth of canned goods at the St. James’ spring picnic.    
Shannon Manning/Photos

The Rev. Nick Johnson presented three confirmands to Bishop Gray at St. Thomas/Diamondhead in
April on behalf of St. Paul’s/Picayune.  Pictured are St. Paul’s newly confirmed communicants: 
Cady Griffing, Eddie Lizana, and Zak Gillespie.
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EDUCATION

By Peggy C. Jones, Assistant to the Bishop

The Diocesan Scholarship Committee is happy to announce that twenty outstanding young students
have been chosen to receive for the 2013-2014 academic year. Selections for a variety of scholarships
are made each year by the Scholarship Committee composed of the bishop of the Diocese of
Mississippi, the dean and wardens of St. Andrew’s Cathedral along with members of the Executive
Committee and Okolona trustees.

THE OKOLONA SCHOLARSHIPS:
The trustees of the Okolona College Endowment established annual scholarships to be awarded
 specifically to African American college students. Preference is given to Episcopalians but members of
all churches may apply. The Willie Mae Raspberry Scholarship is awarded to the most outstanding
female student among those applying for the Okolona Scholarship. This year the Willie Mae Raspberry
Scholarship goes to Diamond Symone Olds, a member of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, Greenville, who
plans to study business at Delta State University. The James L. Raspberry Scholarship, presented to the
most outstanding male student among those applying for the Okolona Scholarship, is presented to
Kourey K. Davis, a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Vicksburg, who plans to study nursing at
Alcorn State University to become an RN.

Also receiving Okolona Scholarships were: Taija K. Dismuke, member of Mt. Carmel M.B. Church,
Pelahatchie, studying forensics at the University of Southern Mississippi; Ashley Harris, attending
Friendship M.B. Church and Brandon Bay United Methodist Church, who is currently studying pre-
nursing at Alcorn State University; and Mytaius Henry O’Neil, member of Mt. Carmel M.B. Church,
Pelahatchie, who is interested in pursuing a career in criminology  at Hinds Community College,
Itawamba Community College or the University of Southern Mississippi.

THE ADAMS EPISCOPAL ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded annually to undergraduate students who are active members of a congre-
gation of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Mississippi and attend the engineering college or
business college of Mississippi State University. This year, the Adams’ Scholarship is awarded to two
recipients: Charles Wyatt Craven, a member of the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, Meridian, major-
ing in business, studying insurance risk management and financial planning; and Anna Taconi, a mem-
ber of Christ Episcopal Church, Bay St. Louis, planning to study chemical engineering. 

THE CAPERS SCHOLARSHIPS
The Charlotte Capers Scholarships are presented to those who are pursuing a liberal arts degree.
This year we have five Capers scholars: Margaret Hardy Boyles, member of St. James, Jackson, studying
literature with plans to become a book editor; John Taylor Kitchens, member of St. Andrew’s
Cathedral, who plans to major in English at the University of Mississippi and become a teacher; Sarah
Anne Owen, member of the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, Meridian, who plans to attend the
University of the South, Millsaps College, or the University of Mississippi studying to become a teacher;
Ryan Clark Skelly, a member of the Chapel of the Cross, Madison, who plans to attend Millsaps College
to study business and become an architect; and Chloe Beagan Sumrall, member of St. Columb’s,
Ridgeland, who plans to study international business and journalism at the University of Alabama,
University of Mississippi or University of Texas.

THE MISTICOS SCHOLARSHIPS
Misticos Scholarships are awarded annually to girls and boys of either the Greek Orthodox or
Episcopal faiths. The late Alexander Misticos established these scholarships as memorials to members
of his family. This year’s recipients are Carl R. Cottingham, a member of St. James Episcopal Church,
Greenville, who plans to attend New York University and become a cinema director and script writer;
Evan Kurtz Griffin, a member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Indianola, unsure of his major, plans
to attend the University of Mississippi or Indiana University; Joseph Arthur Merrell-White, a member of
St. Paul’s Meridian, attending Mississippi State University earning a degree in computer science; and
Sarah Frances Parkes, a member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral, Jackson, studying psychology at
the University of Mississippi planning to be nurse practitioner.

THE WARREN SCHOLARSHIPS
The late Robert Warren of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral established the Warren Trust Scholarships.
The four Warren Scholarships are given to Grace Carolina Quintana-Escobar, a member of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church, Oxford, majoring in nursing at the University of Mississippi; A. Catherine Strauss,
member of Chapel of the Cross, Madison, planning to study pre-med and music at the University of
Mississippi; S. Elizabeth Strauss, member of Chapel of the Cross, Madison, planning to study occupa-
tional therapy or nursing at the University of Mississippi; and Tyler B. Sundman, member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Columbus, planning to study geological engineering at the University of Mississippi
or geoscience with emphasis in geology at Mississippi State.

By Chris Baker

Episcopalians in Mississippi who
have not participated in the Cursillo
experience and are interested in deepen-
ing their spiritual development are
encouraged to enlist as participants in
the next Cursillo weekend scheduled for
this summer.

Cursillo Weekend #124 is planned
for July 11-14 at the Gray Center north
of Canton. If there is not an active
Ultreya or member of your own parish
or mission who has participated and can
provide more information, interested
persons may ask their local priest or visit
cursillo.dioms.org on the Internet.

Cursillo is a worldwide movement
of the Christian Church which strives to
penetrate and Christianize environments
through Christian communities in action.
It proposes no new type of spirituality,
but simply a method through which
one’s spirituality may be developed,
lived and shared, in any area of human life where there are Christians willing to dedicate their lives to
God in an on-going manner.

Cursillo (pronounced kur-see'-yo) works to form a group of men and women who are Christian
leaders and who will provide a backbone for Christian life in the world. Cursillo is designed to make it
possible to live what is fundamental for being a Christian — to live in union with Christ.

The three day Cursillo weekend provides a living experience — meeting Christ, meeting fellow
Christians and experiencing how they live. It begins on a Thursday evening and ends on the following
Sunday afternoon. During these 3 days, those attending live and work together, listening to and dis-
cussing talks given by priests and lay people. The talks on the weekend have the specific purpose of
presenting a vision of the Christian life, and, therefore, do not provide a general introduction to
Christianity or a summary of all Christian doctrine.

The basic atmosphere of a Cursillo weekend differs from the individual solitude of a retreat.
During the three days, the teachings of Christ are discussed in a climate of joy. The talks and discus-
sions are interspersed with prayer, Eucharists, songs, recreation, laughter and moments of reflection
and silence. There is nothing dull about a Cursillo weekend! It is full of work enjoyed in the name of
Jesus Christ. It is a joyous workshop in the fundamentals of our beautiful Christian faith where every-
one learns by experiencing a living Christian community.

A Cursillo weekend is an encounter with Christ. If that is understood, then the power, beauty,
and joy of the Cursillo movement will be understood. The Cursillo method described on the weekend
provides a means to continue the Christian growth after the weekend. The resulting Christian commu-
nity is a group of men and women who live the Christian life, linked together in Christ, and are sup-
ported in their environment.

Chris Baker is a communicant of St. Matthew’s/Forest and a member of the Cursillo community. 

Cursillo #124 planned for July-
space is available 
for participants

Twenty scholarships awarded
to outstanding students
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The Humility of God: a review

PERSPECTIVES

By Janet C. Nail

Habemus papem.
Even those of us who are not Roman Catholic recognize the influence of the man

who holds the office of pope, and we waited anxiously to learn who would step for-
ward as head of the church, the bishop of Rome.  And we were surprised and delight-
ed!

Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina was a surprise in all categories: the first pope
from the Americas, the first pope from the Southern Hemisphere, the first Jesuit pope.
He took the name Francis to honor Francis of Assisi.

The name seems appropriate; all descriptions of the new Pope include one word:
humble.  He seems to understand and embody the virtue of humility.

Humility is not the most admired virtue, save in the abstract.  It goes against everything
we see as human beings.  But did you ever consider that the major attribute of God is not
power, but humility?

In THE HUMILITY OF GOD (St. Anthony Messenger Press, 2005), Ilia Delio, O.S.F.,
addresses this humility from a Franciscan perspective as a synthesis of God, humanity, and cre-
ation, with Christ at the center.

From the view of a Franciscan scholar of Bonaventure, the humility of God is really about
God’s relationship to the world and God’s faithfulness to the world, even when everything in the
world seems to fail.  The humility is evidenced in the Incarnation — and the Incarnation is not about
sin, but about the love of God.

It seems that we are rather frightened by the idea of a humble God, a God who yearns for us and
who bends down to our own level to reach out to us.  As Delio says, “What would the world be like if
Christians actually believed in a humble God?  If following a God of poverty and humility led them to
abandon their opinions, prejudices and judgments so that they would be more open to love others
where they are, like God?”

The heart of the humility of God is found in two profound mysteries: the Trinity and Christ.  As
she says, the Trinity is not three men at a tea party, it is a mystery of relationship: giving, receiving, and
sharing love.  Always, with God, everything returns to love.  Love doesn’t exist alone; it must share.
Love requires a lover and a beloved.  The Father moves toward the Son in the sharing of love, and this
sharing is the Holy Spirit.  And God humbly asks us to mirror this love in the world.

The theme of humility cannot be expressed without clothing it in love.  Franciscan writers have
always seen the Incarnation as an act of love rather than a sacrifice to atone for our sins.  God bends
down in love to meet us where we are — poor, limited, frail, confused, bewildered, chaotic creatures.
He does not demand that we rise to meet him; he knows that we are not capable.  But his arms are
long and he reaches us.

If God bends down to us, he also weeps for us. He participates in our pain.  He weeps for us and
with us.  And, like God, we learn to suffer for others, to feel the heartbreak of pain for
others.  We love because God loves; we suffer because God suffers; we weep because
God weeps.

Remember the song, “One of Us,” sung by Joan Osborne, written by Eric Brazilian?
“What if God was one of us/Just a slob like one of us/Just a stranger on a bus/Trying to
make his way home.”  Surprise!  He is.  God is no longer a white, well-to-do male; he
is black, white, brown, male, female, rich, poor, in-between.  He is humble enough
to be part of the poorest, most rejected part of society, and he is humble enough to
be part of the wealthy, privileged part of society.  He is one of us.  Looking for the
face of God is easy; look at your neighbor.  Francis of Assisi found that the more
he entered the mystery of Christ in his own life, the more he saw Christ in peo-
ple and creatures around him.

In living in Christ, we seek to show his face to the world.  Instead, we find
his face IN the world.  We see as divine the people around us — those annoy-
ing, irritating others.  We reach out in love to those we are close to.  We real-

ize that being Christ-like does not mean that we flee from the world, the flesh, and
the temptations so that we can be closer to God.  We find that these parts of the world need us,

need us to struggle and to overcome, then to help our brothers and sisters — in humility.
THE HUMILITY OF GOD is at times a dense, academic work, but always she returns to her central

theme: God is humble enough to reach down to us, to become one of us, to die for us to express his
love.  To quote Thomas Merton: “What we are asked to do at present is not so much to speak of Christ
as to let him live in us so that people may find him by feeling how he lives in us.”  We are asked to
reflect God’s humility through our own.

There is a story about a church that gave an award each week to a member for his/her humility.
But if the person wore the button the next week, it was taken away.  Humility frightens us, but if we
acknowledge that
God’s humility is
an expression of
love, and then we
“Go forth, and do
the same,” it
should be a joy.

By Rev. Lee Winter

Some of the recent natural disasters reminded me of my years in New Orleans which included Katrina. The losses people
and groups suffered ranged from inconvenience to loss of everything but their lives. The resilience people showed didn’t 
always correspond to how much damage they suffered or what resources they had available. Many businesses, including one
hospital near my work, simply fired everyone and called it quits while we were all scattered across the country still. Some
churches lost their ministers and despaired of ever functioning as a congregation again. I was proud of the leadership of the
parish I served — they not only committed to beginning again, but decided they would use any and all their resources to
address the tremendous needs they would face as soon as they could return to the city and began before we were even allowed
back in the city.

A sermon illustration that I like to use (but can’t find the reference right now) talks about the difference between “howev-
er” and “therefore” people. The former will say, “There are poor people in my community, however (but)...” and then proceed
to tell you all the reasons they deserve to be poor, all the reasons it can’t be fixed, and all the reasons it’s someone else’s job.
The latter will say, “There are poor people in my community; therefore, I will...” and then tell you what they are going to do
about it and begin.

Once you learn to listen for this, you will hear it in conversations with individuals, in group meetings, and in vestry meet-
ings. I hear the argument inside myself when I face a challenge. There are some things we can’t fix in the usual sense as the
wonderful Serenity Prayer reminds us. My experience tells me, though, that many failures happen at the point of deciding
whether to try or not. With God’s help, some amazing — miraculous? — things have been accomplished when someone or a
group looked at a seemingly impossible challenge but made the “therefore” choice because it was the right thing to do, because
God calls us to begin.

We have just finished a Lenten journey and the Great 50 Days of Easter are coming to a close.  Aren’t we glad that when
God looked at the apparently unfixable brokenness of us, including the crucifixion of the one sent to save us, God didn’t say
“Well, I tried, however...” Rather, God said, or decided something like, “My beloved children have really trapped themselves and
can’t get free; therefore, I will...” “Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your love”. 

The Very Rev. Lee Winter is the rector of Resurrection/Starkville and dean of the Tombigbee Convocation.

Our “therefore” God
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By Priscilla Loebenberg

Father James “Bo” Roberts may be the only
clergyman to see his church and congregation
rebuild from two major hurricanes. Just four
months after Roberts became rector of St. Mark’s
Episcopal, the church was knocked off its founda-
tion by Hurricane Camille. In 2005, Hurricane
Katrina completely destroyed the building.
Roberts officially retired in May, after 44 years as
pastor.

“Two times, he put the church on his back
and carried it,” said John Harral about the rector’s
determination in getting the church rebuilt after
the hurricanes.

Harral said Roberts has increased member-
ship 800 percent over the years.

“It is impossible to overstate the importance
Bo has had in the history of St. Mark’s Episcopal,”
he said.

Patti Sneed, who served as organist from
1973 to 2009, described Roberts as nearly omnis-
cent when it came to keeping track of his flock.
She said members could ask him anything, from
the status of a sick friend to where to find the
church vaccuum, and he always knew the answer.

Sneed said Roberts was always the “go to”
guy but there was one challenge that always con-
founded him. Despite being punctual to a fault,
he could never seem to get the 9:30 a.m. service
to start on time. She said it was kind of a joke
among the congregation that the 9:30 service real-
ly started at 9:35 because someone else was
always late or had other business to see the rector
about just as the service was set to start.

Although parishioners said Roberts is
immensely respected, he is also known as a prac-
tical joker. Bishop Duncan Gray found himself a
frequent target. After having his sermon disappear
“mysteriously” just before a service, the bishop
learned to keep it in his pocket. Roberts also
made up a fake birth certificate taking 10 years off
his age to temporarily try to convince Gray he
wasn’t old enough to retire yet.

“The church is a serious business because it
deals with people’s souls,” said Roberts. “But at
the same time, it is a joyous business and there is
fun to be had. We try to balance the one with the
other.”

Roberts said this is understandably a time of
mixed emotions.

“You are pleased to think you have finished
your course,” he said. “But on the other hand, I
have been ordained for 47 years. So, I don’t know

what else to do but get up and go to work.”
Roberts and his wife, Pam, plan to spend

more time traveling. They plan to take their sail-
boat to Captiva Island and other locations.
Roberts said he will continue to give occasional
sermons in different Episcopal churches when
there is a vacancy.

St. Mark’s new rector will be Stephen Kidd,
who Harral said is a young priest with young chil-
dren.

Roberts said if he could offer any advice to
Kidd it would be “work hard, love them strong,
accept what they will give to you.”

“It’s a grand congregation that will accept
him and love him as soon as they get to know
him,” said Roberts

Priscilla Loebenberg is a freelance writer living
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Christopher C. Turner

TURNER INSURANCE

The Rev. James “Bo” Roberts in 2005 on the slab of the church the Sunday
after Hurricane Katrina destroyed St. Mark’s.

The Very Rev. Bo Roberts and his wife, Pam, stand with Bishop Gray, Jr., Bishop Gray, III and Kathy
Gray at a celebration honoring Bo's service to St. Mark's.     John Majure/Photo

St. Mark’s Father Bo sails into retirement

The Rev. Alston Johnson, now serving as dean of the cathedral in
Shreveport, Louisiana, questions Bo Roberts' liturgical attire at the closing
Eucharist of Council in 2010, the Year of the Saints. There are several other
Bo Roberts photos which cannot be shared in this venue — besides he paid
off the editor not to print them. 



DIOCESAN CALENDAR

EVENTS

MAY
• 7: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 9: Fresh Start – St. Andrew’s – 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 11: Gray Center Board Meeting – Gray Center – 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 12: Bishop Gray visits St. Andrew’s, Jackson – 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
• 14: Standing Committee Meeting – Allin House – 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
• 16: Finance Committee Conference Call – 11:00 a.m.
• 17 - 18: Anti-Racism Training – St. Andrew’s 
• 19: Bishop Gray visits Nativity, Greenwood with Celebration of a New Ministry– 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
• 22: Iona School Task Force – Allin House – 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
• 23: Clergy Conference Task Force – Allin House – 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
• 25: Bishop’s Barbeque – Gray Center
• 26: Bishop Gray visits Gray Center – 9:30 a.m.
• 27: Allin House closed for Memorial Day
• 30: Executive Committee Meeting – St. Andrew’s – 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
• 31 - June 1: Lay Leadership Training Institute – Gray Center

JUNE
• 1: Ordination to the Diaconate – St. Andrew’s – 10:30 a.m.
• 2: Bishop Gray visits Advent, Sumner – 10:00 a.m.

Bishop Gray visits All Saints, Inverness – 4:00 p.m.
• 4: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 6: FEMA Corps Graduation – All Saints, Vicksburg
• 7: Deacons’ Council Meeting – Allin House – 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
• 9: Bishop Gray visits St. John’s, Ocean Springs – 10:00 a.m.

Bishop Gray attends Racial Reconciliation Liturgy, St. Andrew’s – 4:00 p.m.
• 16: Bishop Gray visits St. John’s, Pascagoula – 10:30 a.m.
• 21 - 22: B.A.S.S. (Bishop’s Annual Stewardship Summit) – Gray Center
• 23: Bishop Gray visits St. Elizabeth’s, Collins – 10:00 a.m.
• 23 - 28: CCCD (College for Congregational Development) – Gray Center

JULY
• 2: Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian
• 4 - 5: Allin House closed for Fourth of July holiday
• 4 - 7: First Camp – Gray Center
• 11: Gray Center Executive Committee Conference Call – 5:00 p.m.
• 11 - 14: Cursillo #124 – Gray Center
• 12: A Day Apart – Gray Center – 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 22 - 28: Mississippi Conference on Church Music & Liturgy – Gray Center
• 25: Trustees Meeting - Allin House - 2:00 p.m.
• 27: Gray Center Board Meeting – Gray Center – 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
• 28: Bishop Gray visits Closing of MS Conference on Church Music &

Liturgy – St. Andrew’s – 11:00 a.m.
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Deployment Report
For The Mississippi Episcopalian

May, 2013
New Calls/Appointments
The Reverend Stephen Kidd, to be Priest-in-Charge, St. Mark’s, Gulfport
C. J. Meaders, to be ordained deacon on June 1, to become Curate and Chaplain,
Trinity Church and Trinity Episcopal School, Natchez
Lynn Ronaldi, to be ordained deacon on June 1, to become Deacon-in-Charge, Church
of the Advent, Sumner
Lyn Stabler, to be ordained deacon on June 1, to become Deacon-in-Charge, St.
Stephen’s Church, Columbia

Resignations
The Reverend Chris Colby, announced retirement as Rector (effective May 31), Trinity,
Pass Christian
The Reverend Liz Jones, announced retirement as Head of School (effective July 31),
Coast Episcopal School, Long Beach
The Very Reverend Bo Roberts, retired as Rector April 30, St. Mark’s, Gulfport

In Transition
St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake, Brandon
Redeemer, Greenville
St. James’, Greenville
St. Paul’s, Hollandale
St. James’, Jackson
St. John’s, Leland
St. Mary’s, Lexington
Chapel of the Cross, Madison
St. John’s, Ocean Springs

Barbara Camille Reid, 69, communicant of St. Paul’s, Picayune, died February 5, 2013.
Eugene Paul Stanley, 69, communicant of St. John’s, Ocean Springs, died March 1, 2013.
James W. Warren, Jr., 65, communicant of Christ Church, Holly Springs, died March 18, 2013.
Joseph Kent Olsen, 90, communicant of St. John’s, Ocean Springs, died March 21, 2013.
Eleanor Smith Slaughter, 87,  communicant of St. Paul’s, Columbus, died March 22, 2013.
Frances Rutherford Crawley, 94, communicant of St. Paul’s, Picayune, died March 25 2013.
Grace Marie Ericson Olmsted, 84, communicant of St. John’s, Ocean Springs, died March 31, 2013.
Myrtle Glatzer, 82, communicant of St. Christopher’s, Jackson, died on April 2, 2013.
James Gregory Green, 49, member of St. Columb’s, Ridgeland, died April 11, 2013.
Esther E. Dawson, 94, communicant of St. James’, Jackson, died on April 14, 2013.
Claudia Ann Markham, 78, communicant of St. John’s, Ocean Springs, died April 16, 2013.
Philip Baird Terney, 70, communicant of St. James’, Greenville, died April 17, 2013.
Donald Edward Waddell, 76, former sr. warden at St. Pierre’s, Gautier, died April 19, 2013.

FAITHFUL DEPARTED

A date to remember: 
July 2, 2013 at 12 noon

Deadline for The Mississippi Episcopalian



OUR DIOCESE

By Kaitlyn Lewis

Over thirty participants from across the state and Starkville attended the Starkville Bridges facilita-
tor training on Thursday, Apr. 11, on the MSU campus.   

The Starkville Bridges Getting Ahead in a Just Gettin' By World classes will begin in May, and they
will welcome 15 students eager to share their life experiences while researching solutions to the
impediments holding them captive to lower income.  Two middle class and two former Getting Ahead
graduates facilitate the program.  Getting Ahead allows adults to learn in an ‘agenda free’ environment
in which they focus on problem solving. 

Classes will investigate the causes of poverty, touch on the hidden rules of the
middle class, and aid students in building resources. 

“Getting Ahead isn’t about getting poor people to behave!” says Phil DeVol,
co-author of the Bridges Out of Poverty book. “We want (and our agencies want)
people to get jobs, go to school, be compliant, etc., and Getting Ahead is not about
that. It’s about Getting Ahead students dealing critically and creatively with reality
and discovering how to participate in the transformation of their world.”

“The course started with a huge reality check that formed an understanding in
the group that my life isn’t how it has to be,” says Brandy Bates, a past Getting
Ahead student. “Realizing that I had the power to make my life go up or go down
made the rest of the information relevant, and then I learned how to use that infor-
mation.” 

DeVol led the facilitator training workshop and opened the event with a look
into his background. He came from a family of missionaries, and his grandparents
and parents both worked in China. As such, DeVol was born there, and then moved
to India when faith-based groups were expelled from China. DeVol grew up speak-
ing Hindi, which provided him with a unique opportunity to view the missionaries’
and locals’ perspectives. He began to recognize and disagree with the hierarchy and
“rankism” that was prevalent between the missionaries and the locals. 

When DeVol discovered Ruby K. Payne’s research and education models, they
led to collaboration with her on writing the book Bridges Out of Poverty.  They
took Payne’s ideas and constructs and formatted them for communities and individuals to use in
understanding and fighting poverty. 

Patti Drapala, a participant of the Facilitator Training event and Starkville community member,
found the structure of the course to be beneficial and clear to Getting Ahead students. 

Drapala said, “Images are a powerful way to communicate, which means the mental model’s
emphasis on drawing out one’s life on paper unleashes the first taste of empowerment.”

Lynn Phillips-Gaines, CFP, Starkville Bridges President of the Board, said she was pleased with the
group discussions generated by the event.  “It is difficult to allow others to discover on their own what
they need to do, rather than telling them what to do. But it is the most effective and respectful way for
adult learners to make lasting changes,” said Phillips-Gaines. 

A special component of the Starkville Bridges Getting Ahead course involves the initiatives part-
nership with the Maroon Volunteer Center. The center is instrumental in providing volunteers for vari-
ous events for Starkville Bridges along with implementing the Building Bridges for Kids (BB4K) pro-
gram. 

The BB4K program not only provides childcare for adults attending the Getting Ahead course, but
the program offers the children of Getting Ahead participants a learning environment in which they
can complete activities in relation to what their parents are learning. 

The mission of Starkville Bridges Out of Poverty is to eradicate poverty in Oktibbeha County by

providing social capital, education and access to resources people in poverty need to transition into
the middle class.  To this point, 35 children have been involved and two Getting Ahead classes of
adults have graduated.

For more information on ways to volunteer or get involved visit www.starkvillebridges.com, 
call 662-418-3100 or email bridgesoutofpoverty@gmail.com.

Kaitlyn Lewis is with Starkville Bridges Out of Poverty.

Attending the Bridges event from the Episcopal Church were the Rev. Deacon Bobby Weatherly, the Rev. Deacon Lynn
Philips-Gaines, Taylor Adams, Connie Stockton, Nancy Walsh, Petesy Smith, and Sandy Kimmelman.

A Bridges Out of Poverty Facilitator Training was held in Starkville in April.    Andy Lewis/photo
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“Bridges” not about getting poor people to behave


