
to last. We fear weakness and dependence 
on others. So we look with pity on the poor 
soul who must be supported by a strap just 
to take a few steps. But Christ is not curs-
ing Peter when he tells him he will be led 
by a belt. He is describing the loving care of 
the Good Shepherd who knows the way we 
must go and guides us along the path with 
care. 
     All of us must one day offer up our inde-
pendence, something of an illusion anyway, 
if you think about it. We are all connected 
by our common humanity, by the sharing of 
the earth’s precious and limited resources, 
and by the love of Christ which encom-
passes us all. So when we give our lives to 
the Lord in trust, “Yes Lord, I love you,” 
then we are acknowledging our true destiny 
and highest calling. We are lovers of Christ, 
disciples of the Good Shepherd, children 
of God who have entrusted our lives to the 
one who knows us better than we know 
ourselves. 
     Sooner or later, someone will put a belt 
around you and take you where you do not 
want to go, but where you desperately need 
to go, to a place your heart has longed for 
all your life and yet never knew it.
     Learning to heel    Fr. Dwight 

Holy Eucharist

SundAY

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESdAY

10 a.m. – chapel

WEdnESdAY

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Pentecost

Beloved team

Graduating seniors

Wee neighbors

Being led where we need to go
     In the mall a while back, a place I try to 
avoid but cannot always, I saw a mother 
shopping with her toddler on a child leash. 
It was a bit of a shock. A leash? Really? 
     Often when visiting in the hospital I 
pass a physical therapist in the hall, strid-
ing briskly by with a long nylon strap slung 
over the shoulder. In their monogramed golf 
shirts, always buff physiques, and youthful 
enthusiasm, these life coaches are hard to 
miss. But what’s with the strap?
     Jesus told Peter on the beach after his 
resurrection that when he was young 
he fastened his belt and went where he 
pleased, but now someone else would fas-
ten a belt around him and take him where 
he did not wish to go. So there is the im-
age. A physical therapist will put the strap, 
belt, around a patient who is beginning 
to walk again after surgery and guide and 
protect them with it. It is designed to be a 
hand hold in case of a fall, a way to support 
without causing harm. In the same way, the 
mother in the mall is trying to insure the 
safety of a rambunctious child while she 
is distracted by her many tasks. This child 
will not wander off to the food court or 
hide in the circular clothing racks. 
     We all desire our youthful independence 
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Honor Sunday:  May 12
Honoring high school graduating seniors, acolytes, and Sunday school teachers – 10:30 a.m. service



THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

MAY 5
6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29

MAY 12
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 
   16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

MAY 19
The Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37
Romans 8:14-17 
John 14:8-17, (25-27)

MAY 26
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
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The Day of Pentecost:  Sunday, May 19
7:30 and 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

     “Pentecost” means “the fiftieth day,” 
and is found in both the Old and new 
Testaments, with early connections to the 
harvesting of first fruits. Josephus referred 
to Pentecost as the fiftieth day after the first 
day of Passover. The term is used in Acts 
2:1 to refer to the coming of the Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, shortly after Jesus’ 
death, resurrection, and ascension. 
     Christians came to understand the 
meaning of Pentecost in terms of the gift of 
the Spirit, and fulfillment of Jesus’ promise 
concerning the return of the Holy Spirit. 
Gifts of the Spirit, identified in scripture 
and church tradition, include wisdom, 
understanding, wonder and awe, right judg-
ment, knowledge, courage, and reverence. 
Fruits of the Spirit, as identified in Gala-
tians 5:22-23, are love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control.
     In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is 
now the seventh Sunday after Easter, and 
emphasizes that the church is understood 
as the body of Christ, which is drawn 
together and given life by the Holy Spirit. 
Pentecost is one of the seven principal 
feasts in the Episcopal Church, and the 
liturgical color is red.

Pentecost:  Gifts of the Spirit
     At St. John’s, the service of Pentecost 
will begin in the nave of the church (morn-
ing services), with the Liturgy of the Word. 
After the offertory, all process to the court-
yard for Holy Communion. As you enter 
the outdoor worship space, note the similar-
ity in structure to the interior architecture 
of the church, including the center aisle, 
and font – and feel the Spirit whirling 
around. Weather permitting, the entire eve-
ning service will be held in the courtyard.

Youth stuff eggs for the annual children’s Easter egg hunt, and (above right) hang out with the Easter bunny.
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OU’s Big Event 
connects students
and St. John’s
Eighteen OU students 
volunteered at St. John’s 
on Saturday, April 13, as 
part of OU’s annual Big 
Event. The students did 
yard work, trash pickup, 
cleaned the courtyard 
and patio, teak oiled all 
exterior benches and 
main church doors, and 
washed the windows.  
After the work, students 
were treated to a pizza 
luncheon. Chris Brown, 
Colby Burress, and Mike 
and Ben Abla helped 
supervise the work. This 
is the fourth year the 
church has participated 
in the event.  

     Softball starts May 5th! The Beloved, 
St. John’s team, had an awesome time 
last summer playing other metro-area 
Episcopal churches. Thanks to Ally 
Kasulis, the team has a new ball field at 
Whittier Middle School – complete with 
bleachers, dugouts and REAL bases!  
The team already had its one and only 
official practice, but don’t be shy if you 
are still interested in playing. Contact 
Owen Mills (owen.mills@att.net) if you 

MAY BIRTHDAYS
May 2  Angie Hockett, Victoria Rosko, 
   Gloria Stevenson, William Frank, 
   Rosa Valdez, Jack Walters  
May 4  Mary Jane Haddad, Harold Powell, 
   Rogers Barrett, Tyler Barrett
May 5  Randy Marler
May 6  Leslie Batton
May 7  Earl Carpenter, John Frank, 
   Xander Tindell
May 8  Martha White, Brian Barrett, 
   Brennan Burress
May 9  Kack Schuerman
May 10  Liese Margaret Thung
May 11  Maggie Siler, Emily Jackson
May 12  Bobbi Warren  

May 13  Matt Johnson
May 14  Kimberly Shields
May 16  Garret Olberding
May 17  Tim Lundy, Bridget Parrish  
May 18  Joan Phillips
May 19  Reynolds Whalen, Ariana Smith
May 20  Keith Hocker
May 22  Jane Stansell
May 24  debby Anderson
May 25  Kathi Barber, Mason Potter
May 26  Samantha Smith
May 27  Will Rosko, Olivia Hocker
May 28  Allen Schones, Sophia Inhofe
May 29  Buddy Behrens, Lee Curtis
May 30  Ramona urice
May 31  Eloise Cowan, Brian Boone, 
   Holly Frantz

The Beloved head into a new season
intend to play, so he can get your name 
on the roster and figure out field posi-
tions. Games are on Sunday evenings.  
     The league is coed so both ladies and 
gentlemen are needed. You don’t have to 
be able to make every game to join us.  
Additionally, if you don’t want to play 
but want to be involved in the fellow-
ship, The Beloved welcomes any and 
all fans! Watch the church website for 
game schedules and other details.
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VESTRY

Byron Jackson
SENIOR WARDEN
byron@possibilitiesinc.org

Colby Burress
JUNIOR WARDEN
colby.burress@gmail.com

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Anne Boone 
366-7192
aboone93@cox.net 

Andrea Conway 
250-2037
andreag51893@gmail.com

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Mark Laufersweiler 
laufers@gmail.com 
872-3806 (H)

Owen Mills 
201-6904
owen.mills@att.net

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

Ben Odom 
360-8659 
bodom2@cox.net 

Steve Warren 
823-7052 
stevewarren@budget-
boxandbag.com

Children’s House Montessori is adjacent to 
the church, at the corner of Santa Fe and 
Linn, and offers this update:

     Children’s House Montessori School is 
next door to St. John’s and we have been 
neighbors for over forty years now. The 
school was founded in 1971 and is a not-
for-profit private school with a Montessori 
approach to education. The school offers 
two years of preschool and the kinder-
garten year for children aged three to six.  
Independence and freedom of choice are 
emphasized and the lesson plans are indi-
vidualized to fit each child’s level of devel-
opmental readiness and to expand on the 
knowledge they have already acquired. The 
school offers half day and full day classes 
for preschoolers and full day kindergarten 
as well as after school care.
     The school is a full affiliate of the Amer-
ican Montessori Society and has been since 
1975. This means the genuine Montessori 
educational philosophy and materials are 
used and that the lead teachers in all classes 
are certified Montessori teachers trained in 
child development. Children’s House is one 
of only five American Montessori Society 
full member schools in Oklahoma. The 
school is a private secular school and does 

Long-time neighbors, still youngsters
not offer religious education, but welcomes 
families of all different faiths. Ethnic and 
cultural diversity are valued and welcomed, 
and add to the richness of every child’s 
experience in the school.  
     It is a special joy for the school to have 
a few children each year whose mother or 
father attended as a child. 
     At this time enrollment is full for fall of 
2013, with many children who attended 
this year returning and lots of younger 
brothers and sisters enrolling, along with 
children from families new to the school 
who filled the remaining vacancies. A wait-
ing list is being taken for Fall 2013 and Fall 
2014.
     Children’s House is proud of its tradi-
tion of excellence and much hard work 
and dedication go into providing each child 
with the best possible preschool and kinder-
garten experience. The hope is that every 
child who attends will leave with a love of 
learning which will serve them well in the 
years of education ahead. Anyone wishing 
to learn more about the school may visit 
the website, chmontessorinorman.com and 
those who would like to learn more about 
the Montessori philosophy will find many 
resources at the site for the American Mon-
tessori Society, amshq.org.

     “Growing in Faith, Rooted in Tradi-
tion.” Attending summer camps at St. 
Crispin’s, in Wewoka, is a tradition for 
many young people at St. John’s, and if 
you have never been, there are plenty who 
will share their experiences with you. 
Encourage your child or one you know to 
attend, and ask Fr. dwight if you would 
like to know more about the formative 
experience of summer camp. 
     Here is this summer’s camp schedule:  
May 31-June 1 – ABC Camp 
Also known as “Ankle Biter’s Camp,” 
ABC is a special overnight camp for camp-
ers (finished kindergarten through 2nd 

Sign up now for camp at St. Crispin’s   
grade) and parents/guardians (must be 1:1 
pairings of campers and parents/guard-
ians). This offers a taste of the camp experi-
ence – staying in a cabin with other kids, 
swimming, crafts, and praying.
June 2-8 – Senior High, 10-12th grades 
June 9-15 – 8th and 9th grades 
June 16-22 – 3rd, 4th and 5th grades 
June 23-29 – 6th and 7th grades 
June 30-July 6 – 8th and 9th grades 
July 7-13 – 3rd, 4th and 5th grades 
July 14-20 – 6th and 7th grades  
For more information, visit the diocesan 
website: http://www.episcopaloklahoma.org/
camps/stcrispins.html.  
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     High school graduating seniors will be 
among those recognized at the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service on Honor Sunday, May 
12. Two of those graduating, Ben Abla and 
Eliza Robertson, reflect on their St. John’s 
experiences.  

Ben Abla 
     I’ve been a member at St. John’s my 
whole life. Growing up it has been an ideal 
second family group. I started acolyting 
in third grade and joined the youth group 
in sixth grade. Youth has been a fantastic 
experience which has helped shape me 
into the person I am today. After spending 
countless Sunday evenings with such an 
amazing group of people, whether it is the 
youth group or the dedicated sponsors, you 
can’t help but feel truly blessed to be gifted 
with such a rewarding set of experiences. 
     When I entered my freshman year of 
high school, I joined the J2A group. Similar-
ly, with youth I was surrounded by a group 
of dedicated people who worked solely to 
further our mutual friendships and our 
spiritual lives. 
     In the fall, I will attend the university 
of Oklahoma and will study either Letters 
or Journalism as an undergraduate. Along 
with getting involved in Canterbury events, 
I plan on staying a full-fledged member of 
St. John’s throughout my college years.  

Eliza Robertson 
     I’ve come to St. John’s since I was a little 
girl. I remember my parents dragging me 
to Sunday morning services, Christmas eve 
in patent leather shoes, and egg hunting 
Easter morning in carefully-chosen pink 
dresses. I never felt that I was a part of the 
church, though, until the Sunday evening 
of my eighth grade year when I joined the 
Youth Group.
     I don’t remember what exactly we did 
that first day – knowing Youth, it was prob-
ably ultimate Frisbee– but I do remember 
making my way from one side of the Parish 
hall to the other, in awe of the older mem

Church to honor graduating seniors

bers of the Youth. They looked like giants 
to me, and I couldn’t imagine being ac-
cepted into a group of people who were all 
so much cooler than I was.
     I went on my first Youth trip that year. 
I’d never been camping before, but I took 
a leap of faith into a van that took me to 
Arches and Canyonlands national Parks, 
utah, and I didn’t look back. Some of my 
fondest Youth memories are tinted by the 
red dust of the utah desert. The rest of the 
year was filled with camp songs and ulti-
mate, and every day I felt more and more a 
part of St. John’s.
     Looking back on the four years that fol-
lowed, the times I’ve spent with the Youth 
have been some of the happiest. I’ve been 
on three Youth trips since utah. Each mo-
ment of those trips – from looking at the 
Moon on the beach at Pensacola, to hiking 
on our own out of Palo duro Canyon, to 
swimming in natural hot springs under the 
stars in Big Bend – is a memory I wouldn’t 
change for anything. Even the evenings we 
spent in the Great Room watching docu-
mentaries were filled with joy and laughter.
     Against all my 14-year-old expecta-
tions, I’ve been more than accepted into 
the Youth. I’ve become part of a family. 
The friends I’ve made are my brothers 
and sisters, and I couldn’t be more grate-
ful to our leaders for bringing us together. 
I’ll begin my freshman year at Yale in the 
fall, and my Youth family is the only thing 
that’s made me seriously consider staying 
in Oklahoma. But I know that when, like 
Frodo, I begin my next adventure, I shall 
find wandering more bearable knowing that 
St. John’s lies behind, safe and comfortable, 
a firm foothold for the future awed eighth 
graders who venture across the Parish hall.

Mad Hatter’s Tea
Save the date of Satur-
day, May 18, for a Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party.  The 
ECW will host a celebra-
tion in the parish hall 
with tea, and “good-
ies” made with lots of 
love and lots of butter.  
Ladies, please bring your 
daughters, granddaugh-
ters, nieces, or friends.  
More details coming 
soon. In the meantime, 
if you are interested in 
helping or participat-
ing in this event, please 
contact Evelyn Bibens at 
ejinok@aol.com.

Against all my 14-year-old expecta-
tions, I’ve been more than accepted into 
the Youth. I’ve become part of a family. 
The friends I’ve made are my brothers 
and sisters ...
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Volunteer now for Whirlwind VBS

When you have something to say ...

     Youth group and other volunteers from 
St. John’s will travel to the Whirlwind Mis-
sion of the Holy Family in Watonga to pro-
vide a Vacation Bible School program, May 
28-31. Volunteers of all ages are needed to 
participate. Children in 6th through 12th 
grades may attend as part of the youth 
group and will be chaperoned by youth 
sponsors and other appropriate adults. 

     do you have information you need to 
share with the St. John’s parish? How do 
you get your St. John’s information? There 
are many vehicles of communication within 
the church:  
     nEWSLETTER – Published monthly; 
mailed and e-mailed. Deadline: 15th of every 
month. Submitting information for the 
newsletter also gets it on the website and 
in weekly service bulletins. Send info to 
courtney@episcopalnorman.org.  
     WEBSITE – Accessible all the time; 
used frequently by persons interested in the 
church and those who are already mem-
bers. Lots of options for coverage, without 
space limitations. To remain relevant, need 
to update frequently (we update something 

Younger volunteers must attend with a 
parent. Adults are needed to help maintain 
a safe environment for all and to help with 
kitchen and clean up duties.
     If you are interested, please contact 
Courtney Green by May 6 at courtney@ 
episocopalnorman.org or 642-2585. Specific 
times and details will be disseminated to 
the volunteers closer to the program dates.

on the site every week). Check information 
about the groups you are involved in and 
see what needs refreshing. Send updates to 
twila@episcopalnorman.org.
     FACEBOOK – St. John’s has a page, for 
general church information; this is open 
and accessible to all whom may want to 
know more about the church. We also have 
a group (St. John’s – norman), which is 
closed; persons may request to join; this 
option is well-suited to more casual con-
versation, posting photos of church events, 
notices about upcoming programs, etc. 
     Learn about more options – on our 
website, of course! Go to www.episcopal-
norman.org, click on “What’s new?” then 
follow the link at the top of the page.

Young Adult Ministry  continues to have new participants. Andrea and Jimmy Conway encour-
age anyone interested to join!  The next lunch will be May 26 at Victoria’s Pasta Shop, just down the 
street from the church on White Avenue. Meet in the courtyard after the 10:30 a.m. service.   

Rummage sale
The ECW rummage 
sale will be in the Parish 
Hall on June 7 and 8.  
Volunteers will set up 
and price things for the 
sale starting Tuesday, 
June 4.  Looking for a 
way to help the church?  
This would be a great 
volunteer opportunity!  
Also, if you have things 
to donate to the sale, 
contact Courtney at 
courtney@episcopalnor-
man.org. Proceeds from 
the last rummage sale 
helped purchase our 
new church van!  
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FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Jan. 1-March 31, 2013

Budgeted Income

$113,823

Actual Income

$116,115

Budgeted Expenses

$110,823

Actual Expenses

$97,751

Projected Variance

$2,999

Actual Variance

$18, 363

... for the remainder of the year, plus 
the year-end bonus everyone enjoys!

     I want to express my appreciation to the 
Episcopal Church Women of St. John’s for 
allowing me to serve as this year’s ECW 
President. I’ve always heard “pay attention 
to who you lead and who you follow” – so 
at first, I was hesitant to follow in the steps 
of Evelyn Bibens. However, it was an easier 
decision when an outstanding Board was 
elected at the February meeting. 
     I am looking forward to working with 
this year’s ECW Board: Andrea Marler as 
President-elect (she will assume the role of 
President in January 2014); Kathy Hocker 
as Coordinator of the Fall Market & Bake 
Sale; and Andrea Conway as  Coordinator 
of the Holiday Luncheon & Bake Sale.   
     Also serving on the Board is: danyel 
Siler as the Media Coordinator; Mary Beard 
as the Proceedings Coordinator aka sec-
retary; Kathryn Kiester as Treasurer; and 
Evelyn Bibens as Past President Advisor. 
We still need a volunteer to be the Rum-
mage Sale Coordinator; maybe that could be 
you and a friend as co-coordinators?     
     Here’s some of what has already hap-
pened this year… 
     JAnuARY – St. John’s ECW members 
completed a Survey to access the needs of 
our parish women. 
     FEBRuARY – We felt the new energy 
when several of the “younger” members 
arranged a “Ladies Luncheon Time!” at 
the 747 Restaurant after a Sunday service – 
almost 40 women attended!  
     MARCH – The Board developed a list of 
activities aimed at generating the same level 
of membership spirit and participation as 
the luncheon. 
     APRIL – A traveling month! St. John’s 
women were invited to attend the Friday-
Saturday Annual ECW Conference and 
Bishop’s day at St. Andrew’s in Grove, 
Okla. (St. John’s ECW has been asked to 
host next year’s conference in our own 
Parish, so this year’s attendance was the 
perfect opportunity to observe.)

     now, looking forward to the next few 
months, be sure to mark your calendars for 
these events:   

     #1  MAY – Saturday the 18th we’ll cel-
ebrate spring with a Madhatter’s Tea Party 

     #2  JunE – Friday-Saturday, June 7-8, 
we clean-out for another Church-wide 
Rummage Sale

     #3  JunE – Sunday the 16th after the 
10:30 service, it’s Ladies Luncheon Time!  

     #4  JuLY – Sunday the 14th summer 
begins with an ECW Family Fun day at the 
Marler’s

     #5  AuGuST – Sunday the 18th after 
the 10:30 service it’s Ladies Luncheon 
Time!

     #6  SEPTEMBER – Thursday the 12th 
it’s Margaritas on the Patio at the Goins’

     #7  SEPTEMBER – Friday-Saturday, 
September 20-21, it’s the Fall Market & 
Bake Sale

     #8  OCTOBER – Friday the 25th it’s an 
ECW Family Fright night & Chili Supper

     #9  nOVEMBER – Thursday the 7th it’s 
Bunco night with Soup & Salad Supper

     #10  dECEMBER – Thursday the 5th  
is ECW Sister Gift Exchange & Year-End 
Party

     Bonus!  dECEMBER – Wednesday the 
18th, it’s St. John’s Holiday Luncheon & 
Bake Sale.

     As you can see, we have events planned 
for just the Women and some with Family. I 
realize that many of you may not be able to 
participate in all the activities, but hope-
fully you will join us for as many as you 
can. We grow in friendship and community 
when we are together!  

In Peace – Juanitta Goins, ECW President   

Women announce ‘Top Ten’ events  
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Sundays   
7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 
5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall
Tuesdays   
10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons
7:30 p.m., Centering Prayer – library
Wednesdays   
6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
7:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal – music room
Thursdays   
7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMInG uP AT ST. JOHn’S
May 1 – Resurrection Memorial, 12:10 p.m.

May 5 – “Beloved” softball begins, p. 3

May 12 – Honor Sunday, p. 8

May 18 – Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, p. 5

May 19 – Pentecost, p. 2

May 26 – Young Adult Lunch, p. 6

May 28-31 – Whirlwind VBS, p. 6

June 7-8 – Rummage Sale, p. 6

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

HOnOR SundAY
10:30 a.m. worship service – Sunday, May 12

H O n O R  S u n dAY  A n d  YO u T H  S u n dAY

Honoring our high school graduating seniors,
acolytes, and Sunday school teachers

If you are an acolyte, an acolyte mentor, or a Sunday school teacher, please plan 
on attending this service so we may offer our sincere thanks for your time.

The youth group will provide service music.


