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On Easter morning, at the high point of Holy Week and in the great culmination of 

salvation history, Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women 

discovered that Christ had been raised from the dead. You would think there would be great 

rejoicing. But the apostles – those who had been closest to Jesus, those who had walked with 

Jesus, those who wanted Jesus back more than anything – thought that it was an idle tale. They 

did not believe what the women said. Before we critique their response (or make some comment 

about men not listening or being slow to figure things out) we have to put ourselves in their 

sandals. Would we have believed what the women said that day?  Do we believe them now?  Let 

me make it more personal. You are here on Easter morning. You have heard the scriptures. You 

have sung the songs. Do you believe what the women said? Do you believe that Christ is risen? 

Do you believe that the one who died on the cross was alive that first Easter morning and is alive 

today? Be honest. Maybe? Maybe not?

It’s OK to not be sure. It’s OK to ask questions. A week ago on Friday I gave a tour of 

the cathedral to a religion class from Yarmouth High School in which I talked about the history 

of the Episcopal Church. I pointed out that while King Henry VIII's divorce was the catalyst, the 

real reasons behind the English reformation were the renaissance ideals embodied in a new-

found respect for reason. Building on idea that God gave us each a brain, the Prayer book and the 

Bible were translated into English as tools of empowerment, so that each individual could work 
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out his or her salvation and his or her own understanding of faith. This respect for reason was the 

foundation of our recent Lenten series on science and faith, in which we reflected on the 

testimony of scientists who were profoundly religious and at the same time deeply involved in 

the study of evolution, the big bang, the human genome project and other scientific advances.1 

They saw the two complementing rather than competing with each other and found the questions 

of science and faith strengthening both. Over the past year, our Sunday morning Explorer’s Class 

used these same ideas to look at scripture in light of the most recent scholarship and 

understanding of both text and context.2 Like the scientists that I mentioned, their asking of 

questions has deepened their faith rather than taken it away. 

Perhaps the problem has to do with the word belief.  For about six months, we have been 

using various affirmations of faith instead of the usual Nicene Creed.3 Many people have 

commented that they much prefer them to the creed. I think the creed is such an obstacle for 

them because of a misunderstanding of the word “believe.” The words “I (or we) believe” at the 

beginning of the creed come from Latin word “Credo.” Credo comes itself from the word 

“cardia” (the same root word as “cardiac”) from which we get “heart.” In other words, saying, “I 

believe” is not saying, “I believe these things with my head” or “I believe these things to be 

scientifically true.” Saying, “I believe” in the creed means, “I know these things – or I trust these 

things -- in my heart.” 4

1 See  http://www.testoffaith.com/course/
2 You can join them at 8:45 each Sunday. See www.cathedralofstluke.org for more information on their current 
book.  
3 These come from “Daily Prayer for All Seasons” authorized by the Episcopal Church's General Convention in 2012. 
A sampling may be found here  http://eenonline.org/reflect/liturgy/propers/daily.htm A .pdf pf the whole 
collection may be found on the St. Luke's website www.cathedralofstluke.org
4 These thoughts came from Jim Adam's 1989 book “So you think you're not religious” and conversations with Jim 
when I lived in the Washington area. See 
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/335549.So_You_Think_You_re_Not_Religious
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All this means that if we are to experience Easter, if we want to know that Jesus is alive, 

the place to look isn’t in our heads – in a scientific explanation of how resurrection may or may 

not have happened – but in our hearts, in our experience, and in the presence of the living Christ 

both in our midst and in his body, known as the church.  I mentioned the visit of that Yarmouth 

High School class. Knowing they were coming, I had carefully blocked out a time on the 

calendar, just few hours after another high school group - ironically from North Yarmouth 

Academy –  had just left, after spending the night on our floors as part of an urban adventure. 

When I went into the cathedral to get ready for the tour, I discovered that there were electricians 

up on 40 foot tall lifts working on the lighting, flower guild members putting up palms 

everywhere, and a verger preparing for a walk through of Tuesday’s Chrism Mass with the 

bishop … none of which was on the calendar!  On top of that, since I had opened the front doors, 

a tourist and homeless person had wandered in were sitting in the pews. Though those things 

raised my anxiety and changed my tour, I realize in retrospect that the activity was more 

important than the architecture for those kids to see. Instead of wandering through a museum that 

was dead, they experienced a community that was full of life. They had come to see a cathedral 

and hear something about Christianity. What they experienced was the living Body of Christ. 

The angel who met the women in the tomb asked them “Why do you seek the living among the 

dead?” Are you having trouble finding the resurrected Christ? Not sure you believe what the 

women had to say? Perhaps you aren’t looking in the right place.  Phillips Brooks, the famous 

19th century Episcopal priest (and author of hymns including the Christmas favorite “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem”) put it this way: “The great Easter truth is not that we are to live newly 

after death – that is not the great thing – but that we are to be new here and now by the power of 
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the resurrection; not so much that we are to live forever, as that we are to, and may, live nobly 

now because we are to live forever.”5 In other words, if we want Easter to be real, we need to live 

as if it is real. If we want to be resurrected, we need to live as if we already are. 

St. Luke’s Cathedral shares the Episcopal Church’s mission statement: “to restore all 

people to union with God and each other in Jesus Christ.” As Dan Riggall, priest of St David’s in 

Kennebunk, said to the clergy of the diocese who gathered here on Tuesday, this mission 

statement makes a few assumptions.6  It assumes that our relationships with God and with one 

another are not what they could be. It also assumes that with Jesus Christ they can be healed… 

and in the process we can as well. More than bunnies and more than eggs, that healing of 

relationship and new life that comes from renewed connections with God and others are what 

Easter is all about. We can’t fix those things ourselves. God can. In Easter, God did.  In Easter, 

God took the power away from all those things that weigh us down. In Easter, God rolled away 

all the regret, the resentment, the guilt, the anger, and the other emotions that keep us stuck in the 

tomb. In Easter, death and fear have been taken away. To put it simply, in Easter God gave us 

the forgiveness and fresh start we could not give ourselves. The question  “Why do you look for 

the living among the dead?” reminds us that, as meaningful as the cross may be, we – when it 

comes to Easter – find it empty. “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” reminds us 

that, even when we are confronted with tomb, we – when it comes to Easter – will find that it is 

empty as well. As the angels told those women, Jesus is not there – and because of Jesus, we 

don’t need to be there either. Because Jesus lives, we who live in a world filled with fear can be 

5 Quotation from Illustrations Unlimited. James Hewitt, Editor. Tyndale House Publishing, 1988
6 The highpoint of the year for many priests, “Chrism Mass” is an annual Holy Week service where all the clergy of 
the diocese gather with the bishop renew their ordination vows, bless holy oils (“chrism”), and reflection on 
ministry together.
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people overflowing with hope.  If you are still wondering, I am here to tell you that God wants 

nothing more than to give you all of this right now. Remember that the apostles did not believe 

what the women said. They came to believe because of their own experience of the risen Lord. 

They came to believe because Jesus came to them. Look in your heart, come to this table, and he 

will do the same for you. If you are looking for the resurrected Jesus, you need to look for him 

among the living. I hope you will find him there. I hope you will even find him here. 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia!
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