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St. James Episcopal Church 
3207 Montana Avenue 
Cincinnati, OH  45211 

 
  Church Office….513-661-1154 
  Church Fax…….513-661-1031              
  Office Email…...stjames.admin@fuse.net 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Notices 
 

 At times of need or sorrow, please call the clergy. 
 

 In the case of communicants, the sacrament of Holy Matrimony and the Order for the Burial of the Dead 
should always be held in the Church. 

 

 Before any plans are made or announced for the  sacrament of Holy Baptism or Holy Matrimony, please  
consult the priest.  In the case of Holy Matrimony, we need 30 days notice. 

 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation of a Penitent is always available by appointment with the priest. 
 

 If you have an email address, please let us know so that breaking news can be forwarded to you.  If your email 
address should change, notify us stjames.admin@fuse.net. 

 
 Remember St. James in your will.  God’s work is supported by the tithes and sacrificial offerings of  

God’s people. 
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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-

whelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they of-

fered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 

2: 10-11) 
  

I forgot about the Julian calendar. Silly me! I was having a 

conversation with the vestry back in November. We were 

talking about the difference between Christmas and Epiph-

any. I sought to explain to them how the Feast of The 

Epiphany places more importance upon God’s incarnation 

into our world through the birth of Jesus of Nazareth rather 

than Christmas’ more overt emphasis upon Jesus’ birth it-

self. My rhetoric unsurprisingly didn’t amount to much. All 

the while, I forgot about the more important chronological 

fact that the Feast of the Epiphany and Christmas Eve are 

indeed quite akin to one another. In their own unique but 

similar ways, they celebrate the magnificent mystery of 

a”theophany.” (God physically manifesting to worshippers 

who have awaited the Divine’s presence).  

 Now then, many Christian historians suggest that the 

two feast days of Christmas and Epiphany were one and the 

same but the two dates became split apart by 12 Days (of 

Christmas-tide season) when Pope Gregory instituted the 

Gregorian Calendar in the 16th Century. Gregory was con-

cerned that the earlier Julian Calendar hadn’t accounted for 

the proper amount of annual time thus resulting in the       

(continued on Page 5) 
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Annual reports are due January 27 
 

All Committee Chairpersons and        
Presidents of  church organizations are 
asked to submit a 2012 Annual Report to 
the Church Office by January 27 in print, 
or January 28 if  sent electronically, to 
Gayle Linkletter, Administrator, at 
admin@stjamescincy.org. Please include 
your financial activity if  you have an ac-
count that does not belong to the church.  
If  we do not receive your report, your 
group will not be represented in the 
printed Annual Report.   
 
The Annual Report will be available in the 
Narthex by February 10, giving parishion-
ers a week to read the report prior to the 
February 17 Annual Meeting.  
 
ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 17 

 
The Annual Meeting of  the St. James    
Congregation will be held on Sunday,   
February 17, starting at 11:30 a.m. in Lu 
Dunn Hall. Please note the meeting will 
begin after a brief  intermission following 
the 10 a.m. service.  A snow-out date of  
February 24 has been selected. 
 
The meeting will include the election of  a 
Senior Warden, a Junior Warden, two    
Vestry members, two Delegates to       
Convention, two Alternates to Convention, 
a Treasurer and one Trustee.       

OFFICE CLOSINGS  IN  JANUARY                  
 

The St. James’ Church Office will be closed on 
Tuesday, January 1, and on Martin Luther King 
Day on Monday,  January 21. This allows our 
employees to spend time with their families 
during the holidays.  If  you should have a pas-
toral emergency, please call Fr. Jim Strader . 

 

2012 CHRISTMAS OFFERING  

GIVEN  TO ERD 

The 2012 Christmas Offering totaling $496 has 
been given to Episcopal Relief  & Develop-
ment’s “Gifts for Life” campaign. The St. James 
Vestry made this decision at their November 
meeting 

            

HELP OTHERS KEEP WARM 

Do you have any gently used winter coats tak-
ing up space in your closet?  I am collecting 
winter coats for Gabriel’s Place, an Episcopal 
mission in Avondale (formerly St. Michael & 
All Angels).  The staff  at  Gabriel’s Place dis-
tribute clothes to their clients at their weekly 
free lunches.   

In three years, I have collected more than 200 
coats and ALL of  them have been distributed!  
So, if  you have any coats that you’ve outgrown 
or jut don’t wear anymore, please consider do-
nating them for Gabriel’s Place.  Every dona-
tion will end up in the hands of  one of  our 
neighbors in need. All sizes are welcome.  
Please bring the coats here to church or call me 
at 266-8396 and I’ll come and pick them up.   

Thank you and God bless!  

 Julie Murray 
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 world through our sharing of the sacraments and 

Gospel each calendar day of the year, whether it be 

Julian or Gregorian.  

 You will hear the vestry talk quite a bit be-

tween now and February’s annual meeting with you 

about “Hallmarks of Health.” This is a terrific time 

for us to reflect upon and discern whether or not St. 

James’ Christian life is clearly identifiable by its 

manifestation of radical hospitality, inspiring wor-

ship, intentional faith development, risk-taking 

willingness to focus on its Christian mission,  

extravagant generosity and collaborative account-

ability.  Adopting these hallmarks will shape our 

resolve to live more fully into our mission seeking 

and sharing Jesus’ love with others in common 

worship and life. I hope that you’ll welcome the 

new year’s possibilities, joyfully and graciously. 

May we, like the magi, take bold, persevering and 

imaginative steps to gaze into Jesus’ manger and 

behold almighty God by us. 

 

Blessings Along The Way, Jim+ 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 ) 

     2013 provides us @ St. James some exciting and 

enjoyable new ways to enjoy Jesus the Christ’s 

presence among us as a parish. This Epiphany 

shines light on our possibilities to proclaim Christ’s 

compassion and peace to one another as well as to 

the people and communities around us. The parish 

welcomes Alex Gartner and Gayle Linkletter to the 

staff. We will certainly miss Deb Pitel’s and  

Michael Spresser’s talents and presence among us. 

Deb moves on to pursue her graduate degree studies 

in Public History and work at the Heritage Village 

Museum in Sharonville. Michael returns to his full-

time work with Alfred Music Publishing. Alex and 

Gayle bring new energy and gifts to us in this New 

Year, thanks be to God in Jesus Christ’s presence in 

them. I’m also pleased that Joyce Keeshin begins 

her second semester of field education with us. I’m 

hoping that she will be here for an even longer pe-

riod of time this year. We’ll observe how Christ 

offers new, unexpected gifts to us as a church here 

by the Jordan River’s waters in Westwood. 

 We likewise bring new energy and vibrancy 

to our Epiphany encounter with Jesus the Christ as 

well. 2012 offered us many challenges along with 

much sadness and darkness. I pray that we’ve 

learned from our trials with one another even as we 

celebrate God’s hope and health within us as the 

body of baptized Christians and guests who gather 

here.  We, like the magi, have gifts to share. We 

like Jesus himself acknowledge our need to repent 

of our old ways of being even as we renew our 

(CONTINUED AT TOP OF THIS PAGE) 



 6 

 

Joy and Concern 
 

Please welcome Gayle Linkletter who joins the parish 

staff on January 7 as Parish Administrator.  We bid 

farewell to Deborah Pitel and thank her for her hard 

work on this and many other parish bulletins and 

PowerPoint presentations this year. Deb has adeptly 

shared her technical and administrative skills with us 

throughout 2012 as our parish office administrator.  

Deb is leaving St. James to continue her graduate de-

gree work at Northern Kentucky University as well as 

pursue full-time employment in 2013 at Heritage Vil-

lage in Sharon Woods Park….congratulations and best 

wishes to Lauren (Peelman) and Clint Wilson who 

are expecting their first child in June. Lauren is the 

niece of Karen & Walter Dewar III....best wishes and 

congratulations to Amber Jones and Paul Breadon 

who became engaged on Christmas Day. Amber is the 

daughter of Lisa and Jimmy Jones.  They are busy 

planning a wedding for May of 2014... please remem-

ber the following parishioners or their family or friends 

in your prayers: Jac and Linda Beth Allen, Albert 

Dewar, David Dewar, Amy Hayward, Thelma 

Hughes, Alex and Bea Kent, Ted & Sue Krug, Doro-

thy Lenhart, Jean MacGregor, Bob Mokren, Alison 

Nunnery’s family, Earl Oakes, Diane Patton, Brian 

Schuh, Jean Smith, Peter Strunk, Lee Suman, 

Tina, Kyra Vogt, Hazel Whited, Robert Knapp, 

Linda Wright, Dave Murray, Christina Davis, 

Mary Wilson, Herb Krumholtz, Vickie & Patty,  

Grace Murphy, Family of Richard Wesp, Charles 

and Lynda Smith, Albert Speckert, Joanne Har-

meyer, Randi Imfield, Linda Whittle……and the 

sympathy of the parish to Dave & Deb Pitel (our for-

mer Parish Administrator)  in the death of his 

mother, Gayle Hughes, on December 23.   Services 

were held on December  28 
 

PRAYER CHAIN REMINDER 
  

If you or someone you care for would like to be 

prayed for in addition to our regular intercessions, 

please call the Parish Administrator, or tell a member 

of the prayer chain. Your request will be sent along 

the chain. The amount of detail you wish to give is up 

to you; you may even remain anonymous. By the way, 

thanksgivings are also good to send along the chain.   

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

    1   Jeannette Baltes                19. Paul Maus    

    3.  Christopher Lindemann    28. Brad Kent                                            

    3.  Julie Murray                      28  Shirley Lutz        

    6.  Jasmine Prasad                  28.  Cecelia Sukhai          

    7.  Michele Evans                  29  Katie Schaeffer                                  

   10.  Sue Stanton                     30  Megan Murray 

   12  Surinder Ram                   31  Thelma Hughes 
                       

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

                      2    Dave & Barb Taber 
                       

                        Special Prayers 
For Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Each Sunday during announcements, those who are      
present and celebrating birthdays or wedding          
anniversaries that week are invited to come forward 
to receive a prayer and blessing. If your name does 
not currently appear on the monthly birthday and 
anniversary list in The Journal, call the church office 
and tell us so that we can list your special date. We 
promise not to share your birth year. 

 

New Altar  

Flower Chart in 

 Lu Dunn Hall 

The 2013 Altar Flower 

Chart is posted on the 

bulletin board  in Lu 

Dunn Hall. There are 

openings on January 20 and 27 for altar flowers, 

which we use during Epiphany. Please sign up to 

place flowers on the altar as a memorial or in honor 

of or in thanksgiving or celebration of an event.   

After you have signed the chart, please see Altar 

Guild treasurer Julaine Mokren for details. The cost 

for altar flowers  is $20. Checks are payable to The 

Altar Guild of St. James.  Please give your check 

to Julaine Mokren.  Do not place it in the Offer-

tory plate.. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

Services in January 
 

Sunday, Jan. 6            9 AM  Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High       
   The Epiphany                    Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                                  10 AM  Rite II Eucharist 
                                               Grade Sch. Sun. Sch.       
                                               Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 
 

 
Sunday, Jan. 13         9 AM   Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High        
    I Epiphany                        Sun. Sch. For Adults                                                         
                                 10 AM  Rite II Eucharist  
                                               Grade Sch. Sun. Sch. 
                                               Nursery, Coffee Hour  
  
 

Sunday, Jan. 20        9 AM   Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High    
   2 Epiphany                        Sun. Sch. For Adults                            
                                10 AM   Rite II Eucharist                                         
                                               Grade Sch. Sun. Sch.                                
                                               Nursery, Coffee Hour 

 

 
Sunday, Jan. 27      9 AM   Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High                                                                        
 3 Epiphany                        Sun. Sch. For Adults                                                                                                                                                        
                               10 AM   Rite II Eucharist, 
                                             Grade Sch Sun. Sch. 
                                             Nursery, Coffee Hour 
                                                     
            

     

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

  
MRS. BETTY FOX 
38 LAKES AT LITCHFIELD  APT. 707 
PAWLEY’S  ISLAND, SC  29585 

 
   Monthly     
  Meetings 
        JANUARY 

 

ECW: The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will be  
meeting on Thursday, January 3, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Vestry Room.  The business meeting  will be followed     
by lunch.  Bring your own sandwich.  The dessert and 
beverage will be served by hosts Julaine Mokren and 
Carol Schneider.  Newcomers are always welcome 
and should tell one of the hosts if they plan to attend 
or contact  ECW President, Dottie Wilson, at 922-
8055.   

N OR M CLUB:   The  hosts for the dinner/meeting 
in January, are   Bob & Julaine Mokren,  and they 
will be calling all current members for reservations for 
dinner at the Cleves Drive Inn on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 16  at 6:00 PM. The hosts will also make the deci-

sion to cancel the meeting for lack of interest or for 
adverse weather conditions.  Newcomers are always 
welcome and they should call the Mokrens at 451-
3251  if they would like to attend 

. A WORD OR TWO OR MORE                            

FROM JEAN MACGREGOR 

The surgery is over, i am home recover-
ing :much slower than i anticipated, just forgot 
how much difference age makes in recovery.  

Time will heal all. Thanks to all of you. You 
were so kind to send cards, calls, prayers and 
words of care and concern. All are most appre-

ciated and i realize how fortunate i am to be sur-
rounded by you loving people. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 

A CHRISTMAS NOTE                                        

FROM DOROTHY LENHART 
  

I wish all my friends at St. James a prosperous, 

happy & blessed new year. 

February Journal Deadline is  

January  

The February issue of the St. James Journal will be 
going to press on Tuesday, January 15th, and that 
is the absolute deadline for all news items for this 
issue.  Please see  Julaine Mokren on Sundays, e-
mail her at  2RJMokren@fuse.net or call her at 
451-3251.   
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WESTFED FOOD PANTRY 
  

The WestFed Pantry is located at Grace Lutheran School at the corner of Boudinot  and Ver-
din Avenues. The Pantry served 105 clients on December 20, a week earlier than usual and only 
one day in December due to the Christmas holiday. The Pantry will open  its doors on the 
LAST TWO THURSDAYS OF JANUARY, January 24 and 31, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.   
St. James is one of seven local churches involved in this project, along with the Gamble Nip-

pert YMCA. While doing your weekly grocery shopping, remember to pick up a couple of extra items for West-
Fed. Our parishioners are asked to bring the following for January:  CEREAL, TUNA & CRACKERS AND  
BROWN PAPER BAGS. Please place them in the Narthex on January 6, 13, 20, or 27. 
        

Other Outreach Opportunities 

 We are still collecting for the 2 Cents a Meal program. Half of the money collected goes to area food pan-
tries and the remainder to the Ohio Network for Hunger in Columbus. If you eat three meals a day, that 
costs you only six cents a day or 42 cents per week.  If you eat only two meals a day, your cost is four cents 
a day or 28 cents per week.. You will find a can for your donations in the Narthex. 

 

OUTREACH  

met new friends who needed our help, we made stronger 

St. James friendships and we saw the Interfaith Hospitality 

Network grow larger and stronger.  We experienced the 

challenge of staffing each Saturday but with God's grace 

we were always able to provide what was needed. 

In the last decade, Laura Chace once again led the IHN 

ministry to a new home at Christ Church Glendale, where 

she was on staff.  St. James followed as a church with 

strong IHN experience. St. James and other support 

churches have been a part of and watched CCG become a 

strong, caring and effective host church.   

However, it is time for us at St. James to review our IHN 

involvement. That means we will take a break from the 

2013 IHN schedule.  Memories of our many IHN experi-

ences will fill our hearts and minds as we explore our fu-

ture with Interfaith Hospitality Network:   an IHN wedding 

on a Saturday night; a homeless guest with a degree in 

music playing the piano while others sang Christmas car-

ols; talking (and listening) with a homeless guest until 2 in 

the morning  of things heavy on her heart ;  the teenager 

who loved assembling model planes;  prayer circles before 

dinner and many arrivals and  departures  of the IHN bus.  

These and other memories will last a lifetime.   

The Interfaith Hospitality Network remains a strong, estab-

lished and viable resource for  Cincinnati and its homeless 

families.  To find out more, visit http://

www.ihncincinnati.org .  St. James and their IHN coordi-

nator  extend sincere thanks to all parishioners, who not 

just once but many times have prepared and served  food, 

played and led activities and stayed overnight.  If you who 

would like help Christ Church Glendale as needed, please 

sign the sheet on the  outreach board in Lu Dunn Hall. 

 

Gratefully, Carol Schneider 

NEXT COMMUNITY SUPPER JAN. 24 
  

            Please join us for our next Community Supper Thurs-
day, January 24, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.  At our Dec. 13 sup-
per, we served a delicious meal to 70 of our neighbors.     
     We need help each month to help provide this gathering to 
our community. Please consider donating time or food. The  
hard work, diligence and generosity of the volunteers whose 
help makes this monthly is deeply appreciated.  
     Help is needed in all areas—from setting up the dining 
room to cooking to cleaning up.  
     A list of  food needed for the suppers is posted each 
month in Lu Dunn Hall on the wall near the fire escape.  
Please add your name as a contributor. 
     Our Jan. 24 supper will feature taco soup, cornbread, 
tossed salad,  fruit  and homemade desserts.  
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 

St. James has enjoyed a 20-year history with the Interfaith Hospitality 

Network of Cincinnati. We started in 1992-93 through Grace Episcopal 

Church in College Hill, with encouragement from Laura Chace, who 

was  then at St. James to explore ordained ministry.  College Hill was 

her home church, and the congregation had decided to be a host church 

for the new program that had come to Cincinnati to address the needs  of 

homeless families. After determining our facilities were not ideal for 

hosting, and knowing that Grace could really use us as a support church,  

a small group of St. James parishioners  started their ministry for home-

less families at Grace. On Saturday evenings, food was prepared and 

served, children and adult activities were offered  and  overnight  duties 

were fulfilled. Many gifts and challenges greeted us along the way.  We 

 5 

 

 FROM THE RECTOR CONTINUED….. 
 

Spring Equinox occurring much earlier than its fixed 

ecclesiastically established date of March 21.  Conse-

quently, Western churches adopted the Gregorian cal-

endar whereas Eastern churches did not.  In theory 

Christmas and Epiphany became two separate cele-

bratory dates because two individual rather than one 

common church calendar existed. Crud, here I go 

again wandering off into somewhat esoteric facts 

… .Read this article (http://www.webexhibits.org/

calendars/year-history.html) if you’re interested about 

how and why our present calendar system came into 

being. 

      Here’s something else that I didn’t forgot about a 

couple of months ago. Eastern and Western churches 

continue to celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany but 

major differences exist concerning which events the 

feast commemorates. For Western Christians, the 

feast primarily commemorates the coming of the 

Magi, with only a minor reference to the baptism of 

Jesus and the miracle at the Wedding at Cana. Epis-

copalians actually celebrate Jesus’ Baptism on the 

First Sunday after the Epiphany. Eastern churches 

celebrate the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan on the 

Feast Day of Epiphany itself. It’s a BIG DEAL. Per-

haps most importantly, the essence of the feast East-

ern and Western Christians celebrate at the beginning 

of each new year is precisely the same. We welcome 

and announce Christ’s manifestation to the world as 

well as to each and every person regardless of who 

they are or where they live. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 

 

 

Anita and Michael Dohn,   

Missionaries in Health Ministries 

December 2012 Mission Email    [No. 100]        

Website: http://dohnfamily.org 

Email:  DohnFamily@sams-usa.org 
Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as South 
American Missionary Society missionaries with La Iglesia Epis-
copal Dominicana at the diocesan Clínica Esperanza y Cari-
dad. They live along the southern coast in San Pedro de Ma-
corís in the Dominican Republic.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Kings & the Ecclesiastical Calendar 

The Board of the Clinic met in late November. 

The Board is less than a year old, having been commis-

sioned by Bishop Holguín at the 2012 diocesan conven-

tion. Meetings have focused on getting Board Members 

up to speed on the Clinic’s operations and issues. Er-

cilia, the Clinic administrator, is eager for Board mem-

bers to meet Clinic employees and get involved in 

Clinic activities. 

At the end of the November meeting, Ercilia in-

vited the Board Members to attend the HIV/AIDS Chil-

dren’s Christmas Party. Participation in the Christmas 

pageant would be welcomed – particularly if anyone 

felt called to play one of the Three Kings (we some-

times have trouble finding people to play the three 

Wise Men). 

While Ercilia and I sat there in amazement, an 

animated discussion ensued as to whether the Kings 

even belonged in a Christmas pageant – they are after 

all more appropriately Epiphany people. Epiphany is a 

bigger deal here than in the U.S. It is the day of gift-

giving, when the Three Kings bring presents for chil-

dren and people exchange gifts.  

The priests and attorneys on the Board bantered 

back and forth. The thinking was that Epiphany has its 

own story and the Kings really belong there. Ercilia and 

I knew that the Clinic staff was not going to forsake 

including the Kings in the pageant (their golden, bejew-

eled “crowns” fashioned from cardboard Burger King 

crowns from years ago are stored above the health pro-

moter manuals in our office).  

The final decision was inconclusive regarding the 

Kings, but it did seem that Santa Claus might be mak-

ing an appearance (mostly because one of the Board 

Members has his own Santa suit).  

It will be interesting to see what the official min-

utes say about all this. 

Keep praying,   Michael 

 

http://www.ihncincinnati.org/
http://www.ihncincinnati.org/
http://dohnfamily.org
mailto:DohnFamily@sams-usa.org

