
tude often leads to a life of fearful pleasing, 
playing it safe, not wanting to risk messing 
up, being good to get to heaven. 
     Yet another branch of the reformation 
insists that the born-again Christian make 
a mature commitment to a list of beliefs 
deemed necessary for a salvation. It’s the 
contents of your thoughts, your intellec-
tual affirmations, that count. This leads to 
a world where Christians are divided one 
from another by the particulars of biblical 
interpretation and ecclesiology. My God is 
better than your God, and I am always right.
     The baptismal service in The Book of 

Common Prayer lays out the path of salva-
tion clearly in the renunciations and affir-
mations, in the promises and in the proc-
lamation of grace and new birth through 
water and the spirit. It is a path that begins 
with dying to our self in order to be born 
anew in the Holy Spirit, to live a life as a 
part of the body of Christ, to be a member 
of a great community of all those who seek 
and serve Christ and promise to follow and 
obey him as their Lord. As St. Paul so won-
derfully proclaims, “It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me.” 
     We are all born once into the human 
family by the wonderful working of biology 
and the coming together of a man and 
woman. We all share this common heritage

(continued on page 2)

Holy Eucharist

SundAY

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESdAY

10 a.m. – chapel

WEdnESdAY

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Observing Lent

Formation
opportunities

New vestry

Theological
reflection

dying through life, to be re-born
     A dying parishioner one time said to me, 
“I don’t know how to do this.” My response 
was, “Of course you do, you have been 
practicing for this all your life.” And for 
her, that was very true. A life of selflessness 
and giving, a life of generosity and humility, 
a life of seeking Christ in others and being 
radically open to the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit had been just what was needed to 
face the final self-giving. 
     For too long, the simplistic and literal-
ist branch of the reformation has focused 
on the importance of being a “born again” 
Christian. This has meant saying the magic 
words with your lips and believing with 
your mind, that Jesus is the Son of God 
and that he died for your sins. It seems to 
be a formula, an incantation that brings a 
special status. I appropriate Christ’s saving 
grace for myself. It becomes the beginning 
of a life of condemnation and isolation, di-
viding up the world into saved and damned, 
morbidly looking forward to the time when 
we the just receive our great reward and the 
unbelievers fry.  
     The more emotional branch of the 
reformation demands that the moment of 
salvation be a heart-rending tear jerker, 
resulting from the deep recognition that 
we are totally worthless and deserving of 
death. Only the suffering of God’s son has 
snatched us from certain death. This atti-
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

FEB. 3
4th Sunday
after The Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

FEB. 10
Last Sunday
after Epiphany
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]

FEB. 13
Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2,12-17
Psalm 103
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

FEB. 17
1st Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

FEB. 24
2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35 

2  :  S T.  J O H n ’ S  E P I S C O PA L 

     Early Christians observed “a season of 
penitence and fasting,” in preparation for 
the Paschal feast, or Pascha (see The Book 
of Common Prayer, p. 264-265). The season 
now known as Lent – from an Old English 
word meaning “spring,” the time of length-
ening days – has a long history. Originally, 
in places where Pascha was celebrated on 
a Sunday, the Paschal feast followed a fast 
of up to two days. In the third century, this 
fast was lengthened to six days. Eventually 
this fast became attached to, or overlapped, 
another fast of forty days, in imitation 
of Christ’s fasting in the wilderness. The 
40-day fast was especially important for 
converts to the faith who were preparing 
for baptism, and for those guilty of notori-
ous sins who were being restored to the 
Christian assembly. 
     In the western church the forty days of 
Lent extend from Ash Wednesday through 
Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays. The last 
three days of Lent are the sacred Triduum 
of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Holy Saturday. Today Lent has reacquired 
its significance as the final preparation of 
adult candidates for baptism. Joining with 
them, all Christians are invited “to the ob-
servance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self- 
denial; and by reading and meditating on 

Observing the season of Lent
God’s holy Word” (BCP, p. 265).
Glossary definitions:  An Episcopal Dictionary of the 
Church, don S. Armentrout and Robert Boak Slocum, 
editors.

Lenten Offerings at St. John’s include:

Noonday Prayer
     Join us Monday through Friday at 12:10 
p.m. in the parish hall for a brief service of 
noonday prayer. Throughout each week, we 
will look at the Old Testament, new Testa-
ment, Gospels, and Stations of the Cross.  
Additionally, our organist, Olivia Buthod, 
will offer music on Thursdays. This brief 
meditation will last around 15 minutes – a 
perfect way to take a break during the mid-
dle of the day for a Lenten reflection. Bring 
a brown bag lunch to enjoy some fellowship 
with other participants afterwards.  

Lent at Home for Families
     Pam Brown, along with the help of oth-
ers, has compiled a wonderful resource for 
families with children to use during Lent.  
This take home booklet includes ideas cen-
tered around a mealtime for prayer, biblical 
reading, family reflection and crafts. For 
more information, contact pamitajbrown@
gmail.com. 

(continued on page 3) 

dying, reborn
(continued from page 1)

as children of the earth. In our baptism, 
we are born into a new family, the family 
of God. We take on a new name and new 
identity as children of God, destined for 
unity and peace, light and glory. We are no 
longer bound by the chains of a history of 
violence, selfish grasping, unhealthy depen-
dence, arrogance and hatred. We are set free 
to be the people God intends us to be by 
opening our lives to the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. Christ our brother and the first 
born of a new humanity, shows us the way.
     By dying daily to our old self, we make 
room for more and more of our life to be re-

newed by the indwelling spirit. day by day 
we are being shaped in the image of Christ.  
Each act of generosity, each kindness 
shown, everything that humbles us, every-
thing that breaks open our hearts, brings us 
closer to God in Christ. Being born again is 
a lifelong discipline, begun in baptism and 
continuing until our death. 
     When finally we are called to lay down 
our lives completely, we will find it to be 
just what we have been practicing all along. 
It will be the next step into a life lived com-
pletely in and for Christ. When I am totally 
empty, I am completely filled with the love 
that has always been at the heart of the uni-
verse, that fills everything, and has no end. 
    Fr. Dwight
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 1  Kevin Morse
Feb. 2  Alexander Clote, Kade Snodgrass
Feb. 3  Christian nollert
Feb. 4  debby Williams
Feb. 5  Bill Wallace, Judy Gibson
Feb. 6  Jimmy Frazier, Camryn Burress
Feb. 7  Martie Lunger, Chibuzo Atukpawu, 
   Espen Ekadis
Feb. 8  Curtice McCloy, Catherine Wilson, 
   Kaelyn Burress
Feb. 9  nathan Pierson, Cathy Pierson, Star nance
Feb. 11  donald Mahaffay, Amy Lynn Olberding
Feb. 12  Rhonda Elliott
Feb. 13  Angie Wright, Betty Waldeck, 

   Missy Schones
Feb. 14  Ed Braly, Jenae Tindell, desirae Robinson
Feb. 16  don Frensley, doris Shingledecker
Feb. 17  Hannah Tindell
Feb. 18  John Laufersweiler, John Lundquist
Feb. 19  Jess Greene Jr., Cody Qualls
Feb. 20  Kay Greenshields, Jody McCall, 
   Kirsten Crook, Mary davis
Feb. 21  Jane Stachmus, Bill Hetherington
Feb. 24  Chris Elliott, Melissa Busby
Feb. 25  Elizabeth Martin, Craig Hall
Feb. 26  Sue Vorheis, Barbara Kowaleski, 
   Talitha Ebrite
Feb. 27  Aaron Stachmus
Feb. 28  Teri Wallace
Feb. 29  Rachel Valdez

United Thank Offering
     united Thank Offering (uTO) is a won-
derful way to support the whole mission 
of the Episcopal Church. Pennies, nickels, 
dimes and quarters quickly add up when 
we put them all together. You can make it 
a daily discipline to put your loose change 
toward this special offering and remember 
the blessings in your own life. uTO monies 
from all churches in the nation are pooled 
to provide resources for grants to further 
the mission of the church.  

Inquirer’s Class
     Brad Wilson will offer an Inquirer’s 
Class starting Wednesday, February 20 from 

7 to 8:30 pm in the commons.  new to the 
church or need a refresher on Episcopal 
history and theology?  This six week class 
is perfect and could be a wonderful part of 
your Lenten journey.  

Perhaps the simplest way to ensure a mean-
ingful Lenten season is to commit to attend-
ing Sunday School, regular worship services, 
and the special services of the season like Ash 
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.  

Ash Wednesday, February 13
     Ash Wednesday originated in the 900s 
C.E., and is the beginning of the Lenten sea-
son. The color is violet. The Holy Eucharist 
is celebrated in the nave of St. John’s at 7 
a.m., noon, and 7 p.m. The imposition of 
ashes is offered at each service. Ashes made 
from burned palms are blessed for use as a 
sign of penitence and a reminder of mortal-
ity. The Old Testament frequently mentions 
the use of ashes as an expression of humili-
ation and sorrow.
     For each service, the Altar Guild changes 
pulpit and lectern hangings to violet; sets 
up and takes down items for each celebra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist; and places the 
container of ashes, lemon and a paper towel 
on a plastic plate at a corner of the altar.

(continued on page 4)

Gluten-free
communion
Gluten free communion 
wafers are available; 
please notify Fr. Helt 
if you want to receive 
this type of wafer. The 
wafers are from Ener-G 
Foods, and are an extra 
light, plain, small round 
wafer that is free of 
gluten, wheat, casein, 
dairy, yeast, egg, soy, 
baking powder, nut, and 
corn. Ingredients:  Filtered 
Water, Sweet Rice Flour, 
Potato Flour, Organic 
Palm Fruit Oil, Potato 
Starch, Methylcellulose, 
Sunflower Lecithin.

Altar Flowers
We still have a few available spots for Sunday 
altar flowers. The sign-up sheet was passed 
around during the annual meeting, however, 
there are a few Sundays needing sponsors. 
If you would like to give altar flowers as a 
thanksgiving or memorial, please call the 
church office at 321-3020 to inquire for avail-
able Sundays. The cost is $80, which provides 
two arrangements, for the niches on each 
side of the altar. After the services, flowers are 
delivered by members of Daughters of the 
King to persons who are in hospital or nursing 
care, or who are homebound.
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VESTRY

Byron Jackson
SENIOR WARDEN
byron@possibilitiesinc.org

Colby Burress
JUNIOR WARDEN
colby.burress@gmail.com

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Anne Boone 
366-7192
aboone93@cox.net 

Andrea Conway 
250-2037
andreag51893@gmail.com

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Mark Laufersweiler 
laufers@gmail.com 
872-3806 (H)

Owen Mills 
201-6904
owen.mills@att.net

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

Ben Odom 
360-8659 
bodom2@cox.net 

Steve Warren 
823-7052 
stevewarren@budget-
boxandbag.com

Small groups in Lent
     As we work our way through the litur-
gical seasons, Lent is a time when many 
desire to focus more intensely on personal 
spiritual practices like fasting and self-
renunciation. Another idea this Lent is to 
join a Seedlings fellowship group.  
     Groups will meet five times, either 
weekly or every-other-week, and the loca-
tion will rotate at the group’s discretion.  
This will be decided at the first meeting.  
Each 90-minute gathering will follow the 
same, basic format that is clearly laid out 
in a booklet group members will receive.  
Each session includes: opening prayer, get-
ting acquainted, scripture-based reflection 
and discussion in smaller groups, sharing/
caring time in full group, identification of 
hosts and leaders for the next session, and a 
closing prayer. Group leaders will be re-
sponsible for keeping members on schedule 
so that meetings begin and end on time.  
     Our goal is to offer two meeting options:  
Mondays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 7 p.m.  

Interested? Please email courtney@episco-
palnorman.org by Monday, Feb. 11.  
     Everyone who has previously partici-
pated in a Seedlings group has been greatly 
blessed by the experience. Our Seedlings 
guide lays out everything you need to have 
successful group fellowship.  

Before Lent:  Mardi Gras!
     The St. John’s Brotherhood is hosting 
the annual Mardi Gras dinner and party in 
the parish hall, from 6-7:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 9. Eat some Cajun food and enjoy 
adult beverages, trinkets, soft drinks, and 
live entertainment. 
     Journey to Adulthood youth will hold an 
auction, featuring many worthwhile items, 
to help finance their 2013 pilgrimage. 
     Admission for adults is $12, kids 6 to 
15, $7, and children under 6 are free. Pay 
at the door. This event is always a family-
friendly highlight, and nursery care will be 
available. Come and enjoy a great evening 
of good food, fun and fellowship.

     

     “Together at the Cross” is the theme for 
this year’s norman Ministerial Fellowship 
Lenten services, and all are invited to at-
tend this community program. Services ro-
tate around norman churches each Lenten 
season – St. John’s hosted a program last 
year. Services are held on Wednesdays, with 
worship from 12-12:35 p.m., then lunch 
($5) until 1 p.m. Worship includes music 
provided by the host church, and a sermon 
by a guest pastor. An offering is collected 
each week for a local ministry/non-profit, 
and this year’s recipient is Among Friends.
     Feb. 20 – NorthHaven Church 
Host Pastor:  Mitch Randall
Guest Pastor:  Rev. dr. Tom Boyd,
Ou Religious Studies professor emeritus
Theme:  Father, Forgive Them
     Feb. 27 – McFarlin United Methodist 
Host Pastor:  Linda Harker
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Tracy Evans,
Memorial Presbyterian
Theme:  Here is Your Son ... 

Local fellowship plans Lent services   
Here is Your Mother
     March 6 – St Mark’s Catholic Church 
Host Pastor:  Tom Boyer
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Mike Bumgarner, 
Chaplain, norman Regional Hospital
Theme:  My God, My God.
Why Have You Forsaken Me?
     March 13 – First Christian Church
Host Pastor:  david Spain
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Amy Venable,
St. Stephen’s united Methodist Church
Theme:  I am Thirsty
     March 20 – First Presbyterian 
Host Pastor:  Bob Rice
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Sami Chaaya,
Our Lady of Lebanon
Theme:  It is Finished
     March 27 – Alameda Church of Christ
Host Pastor:  Rusty Tugman
Guest Pastor:  Rev. dr. Wade Smith,
First Baptist Church
Theme:  Father, Into Your Hands 
I Commit My Spirit
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Camp Sunday
February 10
Celebrate summer 
camp in the middle of 
winter! Come to the 
10:30 a.m. service on 
Sunday, Feb. 10, and 
sing camp songs, make 
camp crafts, participate 
in a youth-led Eucharist, 
and share lunch with 
your friends and St. 
Crispin’s counselors. The 
youth group invites the 
congregation to sing 
along to some familiar 
camp songs. Crafts and 
lunch after church are 
for kids, with older chil-
dren and youth helping 
to guide the younger 
kids. Wear your favorite 
camp t-shirt! Questions?  
Contact courtney@
episcopalnorman.org.  

     The mission of the Christian Forma-
tion Committee is to restore all people to 
unity with God and each other in Christ. 
Its vision is to celebrate and proclaim our 
unity within a welcoming community of 
fully engaged and committed members. The 
Christian Formation Committee is guided 
by a commitment to the continued Chris-
tian education and spiritual growth of the 
whole congregation,
     – By encouraging and coordinating a vari-
ety of opportunities for education and spiri-
tual growth in small groups,
     – By maintaining age appropriate Sun-
day morning educational programs through 
teacher recruitment, training and curricula 
development, and
     – By promoting educational and spiritual 
growth events.
     At St. John’s, there is a strong founda-
tion for our children and youth with the 
Godly Play, Holy Living, and Journey to 
Adulthood curricula offered on Sunday 
mornings. The nursery continues to wel-
come newborns, infants and toddlers with 
loving care and an abundance of engaging 
activities. Plus, on Sunday evenings, the 
Youth and Fledging groups are thriving. In 
addition to these long standing traditions, 
some new opportunities have emerged as 
either a new twist on an old favorite, or as a 
completely new endeavor.
     For the children, a new twist is best il-
lustrated with the new liturgy in Children’s 
Chapel, which has incorporated more music 
and singing this year. Adding to the joyful 
noise are our very own young musicians – 
Joe Laufersweiler and Zeke Brown. This is 
an example of how Christian formation oc-
curs at all levels. not only are the older chil-
dren experiencing the value of sharing their 
gifts for the spiritual growth of others, but 
they are also demonstrating to the children 
how to help those who are younger. 
     Also coming up is a new Lenten packet 
to support parishioners, with “Christian 
Formation at Home.” Elements will include 
worship for individuals and families, with 
suggested activities and readings.   

Formation opportunities evolving
     For adults, several opportunities for 
Christian Formation are evolving. While 
the Rector’s forum continues to be an 
established popular event after the Sunday 
evening dinner and worship service, it is 
now periodically offering that time and 
space for the St. John’s Chautauqua. This 
exciting learning opportunity focuses on 
topics such as religion, politics, music, and 
education, engaging participants with local 
experts including our own parishioners, in 
an evening of engaging discussion. 
     Another new opportunity has developed 
out of an EFM component called Theo-
logical Reflection. While EFM is on hiatus 
this year, mentor Anne Harris is leading a 
“come when you can” opportunity for these 
theological reflections. (See page 6 for ad-
ditional details.) 

WILDMEN
     The Wildmen is a long-established group 
of avid readers, who enjoy fellowship dur-
ing lively discussions over a current book.  
Books read this past year included The 
First Paul, by Borg and Crossan; Theological 
Anthropology, by J. Patout Burns; and Incog-
nito, by david Eagleman. The group meets 
in the Commons every other Wednesday at 
4 p.m. Contact ulli nollert for details.

BIBLE STUDIES
     Every Friday morning at 9 a.m., about 
ten women alternate hosting a Bible study 
in their homes. Participants have enjoyed 
refreshments and fellowship followed by 
the guided study for over ten years. This 
year the group began using Synthesis CE, A 
Lectionary Study Guide, which follows the 
lectionary. Participants are enjoying the 
new format, and as always the friendships 
that are developed from the discussion in 
the comfort of each other’s homes. One par-
ticipant notes the appeal of this group is the 
“wonderful ladies,” and the “huge knowl-
edge pool” they create. Plus, being able to 
go over the readings beforehand helps make 
the readings familiar and the message on

(continued on page 6)
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     The St. John’s Education for Ministry 
(EfM) group is taking a break this year, 
but will resume again in the fall. This year 
you can experience a taste of EfM, with no 
fee, and no attendance commitment – just 
a willingness to engaged in theological 
reflection. Sessions are facilitated by Anne 
Harries, EfM mentor, and meet the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month.
     Participants learn and experience tech-
niques for examining focal points (anec-
dotes, visual objects, texts, issues, etc.) in 
a small group setting. Together, the group 
systematically reflects on the focal point 
from specific angles. Group discussions 
are guided through a process of questions, 
which lead to open discussions of insights 
and implications gleaned from the various 
perspectives. 
     If you are interested in knowing more 
about the theological reflections, want to 

know more about EfM, or are interested in 
joining the class next year, please contact 
Anne Harris at 329-8739.
     This reflection was written a few years ago 
by EfM graduate Steve Warren, about what 
EfM meant to him:  
     EfM is a means in which you can ex-
plore the Christian tradition from The 
university of the South, in Sewanee, Tenn., 
right here at St. John’s. Through weekly 
meetings you study and discuss the Bible, as 
well as church history, theology, and phi-
losophy.
     That is the basics for the EfM class on 
Tuesday night in the Commons. What re-
ally happens is a group of people get togeth-
er and form a bond. The bond grows as we 
study and discern, we discuss and reflect, 
and we worship together as we explore our 
own spiritual journey.
     during these explorations I often ended 
with more doubt and uncertainty than 
when I started, but that was usually a good 
thing, it would force me to dig deeper to 
deepen my walk with Christ and my un-
derstanding. I also learned a lot about my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. I learned just 
how different our opinions may be, but I 
feel we never let our differences get larger 
than our desire to explore our Ministry and 
serve Christ in our own way. 
     I also learned a bit about myself. I have 
learned about questioning things, and then 
being content in the fact that some things 
we are not going to know or understand in 
this life.
     I believe one of the greatest benefits that 
I have received out of my EfM experience is 
the closeness of my classmates that I have 
been with for four years. We have shared 
our certainties and our uncertainties, we 
have asked questions and even answered 
some. We have shared with one another our 
lives for the last four years, the good, the 
bad, and the happy and the sad, and I have 
been richly blessed by each one of them. I 
thank each one of them for their ministry 
and pray for God to continue to bless them.

Reflecting on theology, ministry

Formation opportunities
(continued from page 5)

 Sunday more meaningful. The group is 
welcoming to new participants and encour-
ages interested parishioners to contact 
Betsy Loffland (bets521@cox.net) or Carol 
Briscoe (cjwintersbriscoe@aol.com).
     In addition, on Tuesday mornings fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. service, another Bible 
study group meets with Fr. dwight.  Several 
members of the Friday group also attend 
this study and the group ranges from 10 to 
20 participants. They meet in the library 
and the discussion is guided Fr. dwight. 
     As Christian Formation continues to 
grow and evolve in coordinating opportuni-
ties and promoting educational and spiritu-
al growth events, parishioner participation 
and input is vital. If you have suggestions 
or would like to become involved, contact 
Anne Hutchison and Charlie Mason-nue-
feldt, co-chairs of the Christian Formation 
Committee (AlmHutchison@gmail.com).  
Pam Brown, minister of Christian forma-
tion, can be reached at pjwilson1@cox.net.

Centering Prayer
Brand new at St. John’s 
this year is a unique 
opportunity offered 
by Francie White and 
Pam Brown – center-
ing prayer – which 
meets Tuesday eve-
nings at 7:30 p.m. in 
the library. The group 
is currently reading 
Cynthia Bourgeault’s 
Centering Prayer and 
Inner Awakening.  Other 
reading recommended 
by the group is Open 
Mind, Open Heart, by Fr. 
Thomas Keating.
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VESTRY, dELEGATES ELECTEd 
At the church’s annual meeting Jan. 27, Kay Christiansen, outgoing Senior Warden 
and Jim Hazeldine, outgoing Junior Warden gave their reports and bid their fare-
wells.  Byron Jackson was affirmed as the new Senior Warden and Colby Burress as 
the new Junior Warden.  The three new vestry members elected to serve 2013-2015 
were Andrea Conway, Owen Mills and Steve Warren. delegates were also elected 
for the 2013 diocesan convention: Ben Abla, Evelyn Bibens, Kay Christiansen, 
Andrea Conway, Byron Jackson, Mark Laufersweiler, ulli nollert and Isaac Young.  
Copies of the 2012 annual report are available on the website.
  

     The Episcopal Church Women have 
set their next meeting for 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 12, in the Commons, and invite all the 
women of the church to come and meet By-
ron Jackson, St. John’s new senior warden. 
Byron will share his and the Vestry’s vision. 
He will also discuss how ECW fits into that 
vision, and what we can do as women to 
make a difference in how newcomers and 
visitors see our a faith community.  
     ECW will also accept nominations for 
vice president, secretary, communication 
chair, and program chair, for this current 
calendar year. Please consider if God is call-
ing you to serve in any of these capacities. 
ECW wants to involve as many women as 

possible, and new ideas and directions are 
welcomed! The women will also be voting 
on a budget, and need everyone’s input.  
     Results of the recent ECW questionnaire 
have been tallied, and will be presented at 
the February meeting for information, and 
development of the yearly calendar. Several 
people have expressed an interest for night 
meetings, so this is your chance to partici-
pate in that decision! Many of our members 
cannot drive at night, so it is important for 
that to be considered, as well. However, Ev-
elyn Bibens has offered to pick up anyone 
who needs a ride – call her at 329-7509. For 
more information on ECW, contact Juanitta 
Goins, president.

Young Adults
Andrea and Jimmy 
Conway are personally 
hosting lunch for the 
young adults in the 
church at the Earth Café, 
on Sunday, Feb. 10. The 
Earth is located just a 
block from the church.  
Interested young adults 
should meet in the par-
ish hall after the 10:30 
a.m. service. Join the 
Conways for some re-
freshing food and lively 
conversation!  

Women to present survey results    

Hospitality considers newcomer dinner
     The Hospitality Committee met on Ban-
ner Sunday, Jan. 20. Members present were 
Kay Christiansen, Christie Godec, Betsy 
Loffland, d. d. Mathews, and Juanitta 
Goins, chair. We reviewed the committee’s 
goals, which are:  
     – To increase personal connections among 
members and visitors; 
     – To support new member interaction in 
the life of the Parish; 
     – To increase participation in church spon-
sored events and encourage engagement in the 
church community at all stages of life and 
membership; and 
     – To generate interest in service-oriented 
projects and promote periodic community 

building events.  
     The Committee’s goal “to support new 
member interaction in the life of the Par-
ish” led to the main discussion of a possible 
“newcomers dinner” for recent new mem-
bers and visitors. It resulted in a committee 
recommendation that this idea be submitted 
to Fr. dwight and the Vestry at their March 
meeting.  
     Additional discussion included nametags 
for the adult members of the parish; further 
consideration will be forthcoming at the 
next committee meeting. The Hospitality 
committee’s annual report was available as 
part of the packet distributed at St. John’s 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 27.   
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Sundays   
7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 
5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall
Tuesdays   
10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons
7:45 p.m., Centering Prayer – chapel
Wednesdays   
6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
7:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal – music room
Thursdays   
7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMInG uP AT ST. JOHn’S
Feb. 6 – Resurrection Memorial Service, 12:10 p.m.
Feb. 9 – Mardi Gras dinner and party, p. 4
Feb. 10 – Camp Sunday, p. 5
Feb. 10 – Young Adult lunch, p. 7
Feb.12 – ECW meeting, p. 7
Feb.13 – Ash Wednesday, p. 3
Feb.11 – Seedlings sign-up deadline, p. 4
Feb.20 – Inquirer’s classes begin, p. 3
March 31 – Easter Sunday

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MARdI GRAS
6-7:30 p.m. Saturday, February 9

Great Cajun food and more, in a family-friendly environment.
$12 adults, $7 kids 7-15, free under 6; childcare available. See page 4 for details.

LEnT BEGInS
Ash Wednesday – February 13

A service of the Holy Eucharist and the imposition of ashes
will be offered at 7 a.m., noon, and 7 p.m.

See pages 2-4 for more on observing the season of Lent.


