
How Much Do You Know About   

The Iolani Guild? 

 

 Considering that the Iolani Guild has been in existence for more than 140 years, how 

much do you know about it?  Can you sort out if these questions are myths or if they are true?   

1. You have to be Hawaiian to be in the Iolani Guild, true or false? 

2. You have to be female to be in the Iolani Guild, true or false? 

3. You have to be a member of Saint Andrew’s Cathedral, true or false? 

4. You have to be an Episcopalian, true or false? 

Don’t look yet.  Did you answer those questions before looking at the answers below?   

Answers: 

1.  False, you do not have to be Hawaiian to be in the Iolani Guild.  After all, Queen Emma 

founded the Guild along with Bishop Thomas Nettleship Staley’s wife 

___________________.  She was of course, of English ancestry.  The tradition of 



welcoming people of all ancestries who are interested in preserving Hawaiian history 

continues till today. 

2. False, you do not have to be female to be a member of Iolani Guild.  In the olden days, 

when it was called the ________________ Sanitary _______, it was just women only.  

Nowadays, members include Bishop Bob Fitzpatrick, Reverend Darrow Aiona and other 

men.  Both men and women are welcome. 

3. False again, you do not need to be a member of Saint Andrew’s.  The Iolani Guild is 

diocesan-wide drawing in members from various churches.  While it is easier to attend 

meetings if you live on O‘ahu, members of Episcopal churches throughout the islands 

and even the mainland and abroad are welcome.  That gives away the answer to the last 

question. 

4. This one is true because you do need to be Episcopal to be a member of the Iolani Guild.  

That is the one requirement besides being interested in Hawaiian history and preserving 

Hawaiian culture.   

Out of those four questions, how did you do?  If you have been around the Cathedral or the 

Diocese for a long time, but were unsure about answering those questions, you might like to 

learn more.  There is a meeting coming up on Saturday, September 10th at 11:00 when you can 

learn more about the Iolani Guild, the agency with the longest continuous history in the islands. 

 See you there, 

- Ann Hansen 
Publicity Chair 


