
of my grandpa, he was the age I am now.
     Often I have wondered how our lives 
appear from a heavenly perspective, from a 
watcher among the stars. Would we appear 
hurried and fretful, needlessly focused on 
all the wrong things, heads down, missing 
the vast sweep of life?  Would all we value, 
all we struggle with, all we spend our lives 
doing, seem to be just the aimless wander-
ings of tiny beings, passing away suddenly? 
     But deep in my heart I trust it is not so. 
I am convinced that the stars have come 
to live among us and have given us their 
secrets. The light from on high has dawned 
for all humanity. Our lives have been 
brightened with a celestial vision so pure 
and so fine that even the smallest, most 
remote soul lives out a profound mission. 
And though it is not always clear to me or 
to you, the place our lives have in the grand 
dance of the stars, we are all beloved and 
essential.
     May the stars be your guide. May your 
hearts be filled with awe and wonder. May 
you know your part in the grand dance. 
May the evening sky comfort your heart.
     The Lord bless us and keep us ...
       Fr. Dwight

Holy Eucharist

SundAy

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESdAy

10 a.m. – chapel

WEdnESdAy

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Annual meeting
set for Jan. 27

12th Night Feast

New adult formation
class to begin

St. John’s
Foundation

under the grand, evening sky
     In the winter the heavenly vista opens 
up as trees have only bare branches to offer 
the sky. Late in the evening it is difficult to 
discern the distinction between dark sky 
and darker branches, except for the lines 
made in the pattern of the stars. Bundled 
against the cold, I share the sky view with 
my grandpa, hard metal lawn chair under 
me, his pipe smoke drifting on the breeze, 
and all of creation spread before us. He 
doesn’t speak much, except to point out a 
constellation or two, between the sounds 
of breath drawn through burning tobacco 
and the click of teeth on the stem. It was 
enough then to take it all in and to ponder 
in silence in each other’s company.
     I sit now, from time to time on a metal 
chair in the same farm yard under the same 
star spangled sky.  Though I no longer 
have a pipe, I can from time to time catch 
the drift of tobacco on the evening breeze, 
coming to me though channels unknown 
from an earlier time. Time is slower among 
the stars, their solemn dance played out on 
a vast stage, seems to stand still to us who 
live smaller lives below. no wonder stars 
bring thoughts of the eternal and fill us 
with awe, no matter our age. Sitting under 
the stars, I realize that in my first memories 

X X X I I I  :  1  :  J A n u A Ry  2 0 1 3

E V A N G E L



S T .  J O H n ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H u R C H  –  n O R M A n

Annual meeting set for Sunday, Jan. 27 – The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at 7:30 and 
9:30 a.m., and 5 p.m., and there will be no Sunday school classes. The annual meeting will begin at 
11 a.m. in the parish hall, and followed by an all-parish, spaghetti lunch. See page 2 for details.



THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

JAN. 6  
The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

JAN. 13
1st Sunday after
the Epiphany
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

JAN. 20
2nd Sunday after
the Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

JAN. 27
3rd Sunday after
the Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,
   8-10
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21
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     Please note schedule changes for the day 
of our church’s annual meeting, Sunday, 
Jan. 27, so you can attend the worship ser-
vice of your choice and be present for the 
meeting.
     The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated 
at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. There will 
be no Sunday school classes. The meeting 
will be at 11 a.m. in the parish hall. The 
annual meeting of the St. John’s Founda-
tion will take place immediately follow-
ing the church’s annual meeting. All are 
encouraged to stay for fellowship and an 
all-church spaghetti lunch.  Parishioners 
are encouraged to bring sides, salads and 
desserts.  
     At the annual meeting we will vote for 
new vestry members and delegates to repre-
sent St. John’s at the annual diocesan con-
vention as well as present the 2013 church 
budget. Candidates for consideration are 
listed below. See Evangel insert for details. 

Candidates for Vestry:

Buddy Behrens, Evelyn Bibens, Tina Bur-
dett, Andrea Conway, Robert Finley, Bill 
McCurdy, Owen Mills, and Steve Warren.  

Candidates for Convention Delegates: .

Ben Abla, Carol Behrens, Kelsey Bennett, 
Evelyn Bibens, Kay Christiansen, Andrea 
Conway, Marla Colijn, Walter Colijn, Shan-
non Conley, Byron Jackson, Joe Laufers-
weiler, Mark Laufersweiler, ulli nollert, 
Robert O. Smith, and Isaac young. 

Membership in good standing     
    In accordance with bylaws, those eligible 
to vote at the church’s annual meeting are 
members in good standing who are age 16 
or over. By church canons, members “in 
good standing” are those who are givers of 
record and attend at least three times each 
year.
     We track those who are givers of record 
as those who have given in response to a 
pledge and persons who give to the church 
by check, stock or cash gift identified by 
name (such as in a gift envelope). Financial 

gifts made in the prior year are considered 
for eligibility.
     Church financial records are recorded 
by household, unless otherwise requested, 
rather than by individual. In other words, a 
16-year-old in a household with a record of 
giving would meet the giving requirement 
for membership in good standing. Tracking 
attendance is obviously more difficult.

Estimates of giving     
     The church budget for 2013 will be up-
dated from previously-proposed budgets at 
finance and vestry meetings Jan. 21. Pledges 
or “estimates of giving” from parishioners 
are needed by Jan. 11 to determine all in-
come projections for the year.
     If you need a pledge card, please contact 
the church, staff@episcopalnorman.org or 
call 321-3020. Cards are also available in 
the narthex and church office.

Annual reports due Jan. 10     
If you are in charge of a group, class, 
committee, project, etc., of St. John’s, you 
should submit a report, which is due Jan. 
10.  Electronic files are preferred. The 
annual report is published in time for our 
annual parish meeting and copies will be 
available then. Questions about what to 
submit? Contact Courtney Green at Court-
ney@episcopalnorman.org.  

Annual meeting, lunch set: Jan. 27

HOUSE BLESSINGS
As is tradition on Epiphany, Fr. Dwight will 
lead a caravan for the blessing of some 
parishioners’ homes, after the Sunday 
evening worship service on Jan. 6. Come 
join the caravan! Also, if someone wishing 
to have their house blessed would also 
like to offer refreshments to the group, 
your home will be visited last, so that 
simple hospitality and fellowship may 
be a wonderful end to the evening. To 
arrange for a house blessing, e-mail staff@
episcopalnorman.org, or call the church 
office, 321-3020.  
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Youth to serve
at 12th Night Feast
The youth group will 
participate in the 12th 
Night Feast as servants.  
Then, their regular 
meetings resume on 
Sunday, Jan. 13, at 5 
p.m. in the parish hall. If 
you’ve never attended 
before, this is a great 
time to get involved. 
Youth Group is for 6th 
through 12th graders. 
Youth Group continues 
throughout the spring 
semester, until Sunday, 
May 19. Contact Court-
ney Green at courtney@
episcopalnorman.org for 
more information.

Help ring in the New Year!
  The St. John’s handbells are ready to ring. All we need are ringers! 
   Anne Clayton will be leading the adult handbell choir. Rehearsals will 
     be on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m., beginning Jan. 16. Music 
     reading skills are helpful, but not required. no prior experience with 
     bells is necessary.  High school age and older are welcome. If you have 
       any questions, feel free to contact Anne at 912-0219, or via e-mail at 
         annemclayton@sbcglobal.net. 

12th Night Feast
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 1  JT Brown
Jan. 2  Luther White, Ann McGehee
Jan. 3  Gerry Mayes, Carol upchurch
Jan. 4  Stephanie Cowan
Jan. 5  Betty Ruth Jackson, Joan Harper, Larry 
Clark, Ryne Siler
Jan. 6  Isabelle Beard
Jan. 7  Connie Gamel, James Beard, 
     Anne Hutchison
Jan. 8  Bob Talley, B.J. Cowan, Merrie Beard, 
     Adelein Olberding
Jan. 9  Charles Sever, J. Marcum, Brenna Busby, 
     Callie Busby  
Jan. 10  Tom Sherman, Glenn Folmsbee, 
     Kyle Inhofe
Jan. 11  Bill McCurdy

Jan. 13  Jeanne Callard  
Jan. 14  donna Page  
Jan. 15  Freddie Karcher, Andrea deaton  
Jan. 16  Michael Stevens, Sola Somade  
Jan. 17  Barbara Schaefer
Jan. 20  Lora Marler  
Jan. 21  Mary Lou Stone  
Jan. 23  Shirley Beckenhauer, Molly Hoyt  
Jan. 24  Suzette Mcdowell, Cheryl Curtis, 
     Steven Fiore
Jan. 25  Gabrielle Beard  
Jan. 26  Marla Colijn
Jan. 27  Kallen Snodgrass  
Jan. 28  Mike Muncy, Zachary Bennett
Jan. 29  Marceline McIntire
Jan. 30  Bob McCloy, Mackenzie Bolino
Jan. 31  Elizabeth Ryan, Sandy neubauer, 
     Kurt Snodgrass, Georgia Stevenson  

     Time for the annual 12th Night 
Feast is coming near! St. John’s is rais-
ing money for the Norman Mission 
Ministry by inviting the parish and 
extended community to attend the fifth 
annual 12th Night Feast, on the eve of 
Epiphany, Saturday, Jan. 5. Help a very 
worthwhile charity, and be transported 
back to the Renaissance era for a night 
of feasting and merry making. As of 
press-time, tickets were selling fast, but 
seats remain available for this medi-
eval feast, where you can join the King 
and Queen and members of their royal 
court. Be prepared for an evening of 
amusements, music, carols and revelry 
... and various parishioners in tights!
      The night will begin at 6 o’clock 
in the evening by sharing a glass of 

wassail and “drink hail.” For dinner, 
guests will enjoy a decadent rack of 
roasted pork with caramelized sweet 
onion relish, wine, a tantalizing cu-
cumber sallat, asparagus and green 
beans with fresh cheese curds, and 
stone-baked sourdough bread. An 
apple tart will give a triumphant end-
ing to the meal, but not the festivities.
     Tickets are $30 each and may be 
purchased from the church office. 
(Checks can be made out to St. John’s 
and put 12th night in the memo line.) 
For more information, call the church 
at 321-3020 or e-mail staff@episco-
palnorman.org. Invite friends, family 
and neighbors to join in this delightful 
night, and help spread the peace and 
joy of Christmastide.
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VESTRY

Kay Christiansen
SENIOR WARDEN
bkclawyer@cox.net
364-4373 (H)

Jim Hazeldine
JUNIOR WARDEN
jimhazeldine@sbcglobal.net
364-2295 (H)
795-0065 (M)
425-7201 (W)

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Anne Boone 
366-7192
aboone93@cox.net 

Melissa Busby
615-6822 (M)
mebusby1@aol.com

Karen Cody
733-2930 (H)
203-4167 (M)

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Mark Laufersweiler 
laufers@gmail.com 
872-3806 (H)

Andrea Marler
aamarler@me.com
808-4435 (M)

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

Ben Odom 
360-8659 
bodom2@cox.net 

     The Episcopal Church Women are con-
sidering the fall market, and their holiday 
luncheon, bake sales, and silent auction 
“fun,” “different,” and “over and done”! 
Many are reportedly playing “catch-up” on 
the home front with things left undone ...
     The november event – the fall market 
and bake sale – was a new venture and a 
huge success, enabling the ECW to add 
approximately $2,500 to outreach support 
for the new year. The wonderful decem-
ber holiday luncheon made almost $1,600, 
while the Christmas bake sale brought in 
$800. The silent auction, with its creative 
baskets, was once again a very popular 
event; more than $1,700 has been collected, 
and money is still coming in as people pick 
up their baskets and pay for them. A final 
amount will be announced when all bills 
are paid and the sales are complete.   
     Again, ECW gives “many thanks” to all 
who helped in so many ways. Volunteers 
were asked to bake for two, back-to-back 
events, and the parish came through with 
flying colors! Members of the church, and 
others who came to shop, were able to 
purchase unique holiday baskets as gifts 
for family and friends, thanks to the many 
work hours by Missy Schones and Betsy 
Loffland. 
     “Together we move mountains,” said 
Juanitta Goins, ECW president, “And we 

Luncheon, bake sales, auction: Done!
make a BIG difference here at St. John’s.”
     With those events in the history book, 
what kind of St. John’s ECW would attract 
you? The group is looking for your input in 
planning ECW’s schedule, activities, proj-
ects, etc., for 2013. Would you enjoy good 
speakers? do you want hands-on communi-
ty outreach? Or would you prefer more fel-
lowship/bonding activities? These are a few 
of the questions you are asked to respond 
to on ECW’s “Golden Questionnaire.” Look 
for copies at the church. your feedback may 
determine ECW’s future plans. Please drop 
your completed questionnaire in the desig-
nated box outside the church office by Jan. 
13, and remember to pick up your ECW 
2013 schedule in late January.
     “I’m looking forward to the new year …
and reading your comments!” said Goins. 
“Merry Christmas, and a healthy, happy 
2013!”



 Buddy
Buddy BEHREnS
     Buddy has been a member of 
St. John’s for almost 20 years. He 
has served as Senior Warden (two 
terms), Vestry (two terms), and 
served on numerous committees, 
fundraisers, deacon formation pan-
els, and on the finance committee. 
He served as a Convention del-
egate the year that the Convention 
was hosted by St. John’s. 

 Evelyn
EVELyn BIBEnS
     After thoughtful deliberation, 
Evelyn Bibens agreed to have her 
name considered to serve on St. 
John’s vestry.  She understands the 
responsibility involves a consider-
able amount of time and service 
and it is not to be taken lightly.  She 
has served on the vestry in another 
parish.  
     She is a cradle Episcopalian and 
has spent her adult life seeking 
ways to serve God in her parish, 
reaching out in a variety of ways in 
the church and community.  
     She is convinced that one of our 
biggest challenges in the church 
today is to participate fully in a 
rapidly changing world.  Her hope 
is that our vestry will use all of the 
21st century tools available to share 
ideas, experiences, successes and 
failures. By ever-increasing com-
munication and awareness, we can 
be attuned to changing realities 
and hopefully inspire one another 
to find new and better ways to 
serve God and attract people to our 
midst.  She would enjoy being a 
part of that! 

Candidates
for Vestry:

Buddy Behrens

Evelyn Bibens

Tina Burdett

Andrea Conway

Robert Finley

Bill McCurdy

Owen Mills

Steve Warren

Candidates
for Convention:

Ben Abla

Carol Behrens

Kelsey Bennett

Evelyn Bibens

Kay Christiansen

Andrea Conway

Marla Colijn

Walter Colijn

Shannon Conley

Byron Jackson

Joe Laufersweiler

Mark Laufersweiler

ulli nollert

Robert O. Smith

Isaac young

Biographies are printed,
as available at presstime.

 Tina
TInA BuRdETT
     Tina Burdett has been a member 
of St. John’s for three years.  She 
attends the 7:30 a.m. or Wednesday 
evening service, participates in the 
Education for Ministry program 
and has served on the stewardship 
committee since joining the church.  
Tina currently works as the Grants 
and Programs Administrator at 
the Kirkpatrick Family Fund in 
Oklahoma City and was previously 
development director at the Center 
for Children and Families here in 
norman. Family includes husband 
Jack, daughter Regan who is a 
sophomore at Ou, and son Sean, a 
sophomore at norman north.

 Andrea
AndREA COnWAy
     Andrea Conway and her hus-
band Jimmy came to St. John’s 
in the Spring of 2011.  Jimmy 
grew up in the Episcopal Church 
but Andrea had never been.  She 
remembered it to be an intimidat-
ing experience but decided to stick 
with it. After the first few services 
she felt more comfortable, and with 
the prodding and encouragement 
of Steve Warren they both became 
more involved. now, 18 months 
later, she is running for a seat on 
the Vestry.  She couldn’t be more 
excited to serve and become more 
involved with the church.  
     Andrea and Jimmy will be mar-
ried two years in March of 2013.  
She has one son who is 19-years-
old, and three step children. She 
has been in Healthcare Manage-
ment for over 20 years and with 
the same company for 15.  While 
she loves the business aspect of 
what she does, she would prefer to 

CAndIdATES FOR VESTRy & COnVEnTIOn
At the January 27 annual meeting of the church, three new vestry members will be elected,

to serve three-year terms, and six will be selected as delegates to the 2013 diocesan convention 
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work with people on a one-on-one 
basis from a healthcare perspective.  
Andrea and Jimmy began study-
ing nutrition three years ago due 
to health issues.  They now offer 
nutritional seminars and it has 
been an immensely fulfilling op-
portunity for both.   Andrea hopes 
to continue to serve her church and 
the community in bigger and better 
ways in the future.

 Robert
ROBERT FInLEy

 Bill
BILL McCuRdy
     Bill grew up in Purcell, OK, 
attended the Presbyterian church 
there, went to Ou for three years, 
graduated from Ou Medical School 
in 1964, completed surgical resi-
dency in 1969, and then spent two 
years in the u. S. Army, including 
one year in Viet nam.  After all 
that, Bill landed in norman, OK 
and at St. John’s in 1971.  Bill has 
been married to Anne for 52 years; 
they have been very supportive of 
the church since joining.  Their 
four children were acolytes, Anne 
has been on the altar guild since 
1972, chaired the centennial cel-
ebration, bazaar and other events.  
Bill has served one term on vestry 
and three years as Sr. Warden, one 
for Father Penticuff, one in the 
interim, and one for Father Joe 
Ted Miller. He is now retired from 
surgical practice and feels he has 
the time to devote to St. John’s as 
a senior member of the vestry. He 
says it would be his honor to serve.  

 Owen
OWEn MILLS
     Owen has been married to his 
wife, Kathy, for 17 years. Together 
they have children Luke, 13, and 
Lucy, 10. They have been members 
of St. John’s for 13 years.  
     Owen was born in Oklahoma 
City and after high school, moved 

to God’s Country, Stillwater, to 
attend OSu for a B.S. in Agricul-
ture and Forestry.  Currently he 
works as the web developer for the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Board, 
though he was a field biologist 
for most of his years.  He ran his 
own business for five years doing 
computer graphics; he specialized 
in litigation support/trial graphics 
and animations.  He is currently 
the J2A activities coordinator.  He 
also taught Jr. High Sunday School 
for four years and initiated and 
was privileged enough to coach the 
St. John’s Beloved Softball team.  
Owen was a Peace Corps agro-
forestry volunteer is Senegal, West 
Africa from 1991-93.  He loves 
competitive swimming, running, 
baseball, biking and backpacking.  
He appreciates the openness of 
the parish and the opportunities 
for service as well as fascinating, 
meaningful discussion, thought and 
sincere discourse.  

 Steve
STEVE WARREn
     Steve is employed by Budget Box 
and Bag as a salesman. He likes 
to say his job title is “Ambassador 
of Sales”. He thinks of an ambas-
sador as a person that goes out to 
promote good will with another, 
whether that is another country or 
another business. He thinks of his 
role as a Christian in the same way. 
He has the responsibility to live out 
his Baptismal Covenant as an am-
bassador for Christ proclaiming by 
word and example the good news 
of Christ. By seeking and serving 
Christ in all people, and striving for 
justice and peace among all people, 
and respecting the dignity of every 
human being. (BCP, p.305) He 
strives to live out these qualities of 
life every day, but realizes that he 
often falls short. 
     He is honored to have been 
asked to be a candidate for the ves-
try of St. John’s. He loves St. John’s 
and his church family and is will-
ing to serve in any way that he can 

to help St. John’s be the best that it 
can be in sharing the good news of 
Christ in both our church and our 
community.

Candidates for Convention:

 Ben
BEnJAMIn ABLA
     Ben Abla is a Senior at norman 
north High School.  He has been 
a member of St. John’s his entire 
life.  Ben’s involvement in our 
church started with Sunday School 
at an early age and continues to the 
present.  While at St. John’s he has 
been an acolyte, an acolyte captain, 
a member of the 2010-11 Journey 
to Adulthood Pilgrimage, a member 
of the youth Group and is currently 
a member of the young Adults in 
Church Sunday School group.  In 
addition to these activities at St. 
John’s, he has been a counselor for 
diocesean camps and retreats.  He 
will be attending the university of 
Oklahoma next year and plans to 
stay active at St. John’s.  Ben says 
it would be an honor to serve as a 
delegate to convention representing 
our parish.

 Carol
CAROL BEHREnS
     Carol has been attending St. 
John’s for almost 20 years, with her 
husband Buddy, her daughter Ali- 
son, and for the last 14+ years, her 
daughter Jessica. “St. John’s is the 
church home for my family,” said 
Carol.
     In her time at St. John’s, she 
has served or volunteered in many 
areas, including co-chairing a sec-
tion of the “Make Room For God” 
program, co-chairing a committee 
in the fundraiser for Fr. Miller, 
helping with the Pony Express 
and later with the Every Member 
Counts stewardship program. Carol 
has also participated in Women of 
the Fire, Bringing Christ Home and 
the pilot Seedlings program; served 
on the Santa Ministry team; and 
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assisted in the kitchen and with the 
hospitality table. 
     She is a graduate of Educa-
tion for Ministry and attends the 
Women’s Bible Study. Carol also 
helps with the ECW Bazaar and 
other projects.   She is currently 
co-teaching a Sunday school class.  
“From helping with fund raising to 
washing albs, I have enjoyed every 
aspect of my time at St. John’s,” 
said Carol.  

 Kelsey
KELSEy BEnnETT
     Kelsey is a freshman at the 
university of Oklahoma, major-
ing in journalism with a minor in 
political science. She and her family 
joined St. John’s when she started 
high school.   She recalls she knew 
immediately that she had found her 
niche. She joined the youth group, 
helped with the Christmas pageant, 
played on the softball team, and in-
tegrated into the St. John’s Commu-
nity. now that she is a student, she 
also attends services and spends 
time at St. Anselm of Canterbury, 
the Ou Episcopal Center. 

 Evelyn
EVELyn BIBEnS
See vestry candidate listing

 Kay
KAy CHRISTIAnSEn
     Kay is an attorney, is Execu-
tive director of Bethesda, Inc., and 
married to John R. Christiansen, 
M.d., with one son, and two grand-
daughters. Confirmed at St. John’s 
in 1961, she has served as delegate 
to diocesan and Triennial Conven-
tions, diocesan and local ECW 
President, member of diocesan 
Council and Standing Committee.  
She has served on various commit-
tees and on the Vestry and current-
ly is Senior Warden. The church 
is an integral part of her life.  She 
said she would be honored to serve 
as convention delegate, to share St. 

Johns’ with the larger church and 
to represent St. John’s and parishio-
ners at Convention.

 Andrea
AndREA COnWAy
See vestry candidate listing

 Marla
MARLA COLIJn
     Marla has been a member of St. 
John’s for ten years.  Marla and 
her husband Walter have three 
children; Chris and Sarah are both 
adults and Abbey is twelve.  She 
primarily attends the Sunday eve-
ning service so Abbey can attend 
youth group activities.  Marla says 
she would greatly appreciate the 
opportunity to serve the church as 
a convention delegate. 

 Walter
WALTER COLIJn
     Walter and his wife Marla live 
in norman and have been members 
of St. John’s for ten years.  They 
have three children, Chris, Sarah, 
and Abbey. Walter works at dolese 
Bros. Co. as a project engineer/
manager dealing mainly with quar-
ry planning, plant construction, 
and miscellaneous plant improve-
ment projects.  
     Walter says he is very thank-
ful to be a part of the St. John’s 
community. He usually attends 
the Sunday evening service so his 
daughter, Abbey, can participate in 
youth activities. He appreciates the 
opportunity to be nominated for a 
delegate to the 2013 convention.  

 Shannon
SHAnnOn COnLEy
     Shannon is a lifelong Episcopa-
lian who has been a member of St. 
John’s since moving to the nor-
man area in 2006.  She is currently 
active in the church choir and 
the Twelfth night group, and has 
participated in other church groups 

and ministries in the past.  If you 
don’t know her, she is the bouncy 
cheerful lady always making an-
nouncements about sewing and 
singing.  By day she is a research 
scientist at the Ou Health Sciences 
Center and is also an avid art quil-
ter. She looks forward to serving 
St. John’s in the wider diocese as a 
convention delegate.

 Byron
ByROn JACKSOn
     Byron has been a member of St. 
John’s since 1972.  This is an amaz-
ing feat since he is only 25 years 
old.  Byron works at a community 
agency in Oklahoma City called 
Possibilities, which focuses on 
building collaboration and address-
ing conflict.  His wife Teresa is the 
Executive director of nAIC.  Byron 
has four children Tawaualla, Alex-
is, Eric and Olivia.  Byron believes 
that convention is a great tool for 
understanding that we are part of a 
bigger church than just our parish. 
The convention gives awareness to 
issues facing the church today.  It is 
also a great chance to meet mem-
bers from different congregations 
to see what other congregations are 
doing.
     As long as Byron is not running 
for the border he believes it is a 
great honor to run for any position 
at St. John’s.  

 Joe
JOE LAuFERSWEILER

 Mark
MARK LAuFERSWEILER
     Mark Laufersweiler is married 
to Barbara (21 years this year) 
with two boys, Joseph (17) and 
John (13). Mark and his fam-
ily have been attending St John’s 
since 1999. He was received into 
the church in 2008. He works for 
the Ou School of Meteorology as 
the computer systems coordinator 
and he is also an associate adjunct 
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professor.
     He is active in the Boy Scouts 
of America, currently as Assistant 
Cubmaster for Pack 777 and As-
sistant Scoutmaster for Troop 777. 
He has recently been selected as 
Scoutmaster for a troop going to 
national BSA Jamboree in 2013. 
He serves on the board of the Ou 
Federal Credit union.
     At St John’s, he participates in 
the Thursday Men’s Bible study 
and the St. John’s Brotherhood. 
He has also co-taught the rite 13 
class Sunday school class which 
he recalls was fun and rewarding. 
His scarce spare time is spent with 
family and hobbies including fish-
ing, reading, camping, music (he 
plays the violin), and video gaming.  
Mark currently serves as a member 
of the St. John’s vestry.  

 Ulli
uLLI nOLLERT
     ulli has been a member at St. 
Johns for nearly 15 years. He is a 
faculty member at Ou in the Col-
lege of Engineering. At St. Johns 
he has taught Sunday School, led 
adult discussions, helped with the 
parking cars for the youth Group 
and sacrificed several spring breaks 
to spend time camping with teenag-
ers. For the past two years he has 
been a member of the Vestry.  Con-
vention is an opportunity to meet 
and interact with Episcopalians 
from around our state and to have 
an impact on the future direction 
of our greater church. He would be 
honored to serve as a convention 
delegate.

 Robert
ROBERT O. SMITH
     Robert’s journey in the Epis-
copal church began soon after his 
family moved to north dakota in 
the 1950s.  He was confirmed at 
St. George Episcopal Church in 
Bismarck.  He served as an acolyte 
and member of the youth group.  
He began attending St. John’s while 

attending Ou in the fall of 1959.  
He resumed attendance after his 
return from active duty in 1966.  
He served as a Sunday school 
teacher and teamed with dave Bliss 
(then Ou basketball coach) at the 
invite of Father dave Penticuff.  He 
served as Junior Warden under Fa-
ther dave and Father Joe Ted and 
also served on the Vestry during 
that time.  He was chosen to serve 
as a delegate to the 2012 conven-
tion in november 2012.
     He is retired as of 2008 and has 
one daughter, Sherry dee, who is 
a firefighter with the Oklahoma 
City Fire department and a son, 
R.O., whom along with his wife is 
in charge of the youth group of the 
Bel Air Presbyterian Church in Bel 
Air, Calif.  He is married to Carolyn 
and primarily attends the 7:30 a.m. 
service.  

 Isaac
ISAAC yOunG
     Isaac young has been an active 
member of St. John¹s for many 
years. He is currently a layreader 
and chalicer, as well as an usher at 
Sunday services. On several occa-
sions, he has enjoyed dressing as 
a medieval servant, and supply-
ing food, as well as wassail, at the 
annual 12th night feasts, although 
this year, he will be taking a differ-
ent role in the production. until re-
cently, he was a member of the St. 
John¹s youth, which he joined in 
his early adolescence. Isaac recalls 
the times he spent with the youth 
group as some of his life¹s most joy-
ous and formative moments.
     during his high school years, 
he attended church camp at Saint 
Crispin¹s, a loving community in 
which he never felt unwelcome, 
or unable to express himself. This 
summer, he hopes to return to the 
camp as a volunteer counselor. 
Lately, he has been engaging with 
other parishioners in discussions of 
ethical and theological subjects at 
rector¹s forum on Sunday evenings. 
As a potential convention delegate, 

he is grateful for this opportunity 
to represent St. John¹s and serve 
his diocese. 

Candidate for Senior Warden:

 Byron
ByROn JACKSOn
     It is a pleasure to be asked to 
serve in any capacity at St. Johns.  
My feelings are always that I am 
not really adequate to serve in posi-
tions.  I have been a member of St. 
Johns for the last 40 years.  This 
doesn’t mean much except it shows 
I’m hard to get rid of.  I have been 
involved with almost every commit-
tee the church has except ECW and 
Choir.  There was even a period 
when I was youth director but I 
grew old.
     What I really want to be known 
about me is that I believe we live 
in a world that is wounded and 
hurting.  We are healed through 
our relationship with Christ.  It 
becomes it important to me that 
we maximize every opportunity to 
offer healing to those in our church 
and our community.
     Thank you for considering me 
for this position.
     Respectfully, Byron Jackson
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     As a parish, we certainly extended our 
goodwill to those both in and out of the 
St. John’s Community. We gave our time, 
money, talents, and even our blood.  
     Santa Ministry was able to help eight 
needy families with gifts, food and gift 
cards this year. Cheery elves made all the 
deliveries. The youth group adopted five 
children who participate in Camp new 
Hope, an Episcopal ministry for children 
with incarcerated parents. The youth spent 
time shopping for, and wrapping thoughtful 
gifts for the kids they “adopted.” The youth 
group also hosted an evening of caroling for 
the parish. We are thankful for the smiling 
faces we visited, and delicious treats they 
extended to us!

Thanks to our blood donors
     The Oklahoma Blood Institute received 
blood donations from 20 donors on Sunday 
morning, dec. 16, and we managed to have 
a little fun and fellowship at the same time.   
(Contrary to popular belief, Fr. Helt does 
not bleed orange and black!)  
     It was especially nice to see the parents 
inviting their children to stand beside their 
beds while they donated, so that the kids 
will know what to expect when they’re old 
enough to donate. 
     Thanks to all of the donors. you made 
this another successful blood drive. If you’d 
like to help even more, next time consider 
making a “2RBC donation” (double red 
blood cells). The OBI staff can explain the 
details.  

Let the giving continue
     The church outreach office always has 
a need for the following non-perishable 
items, to distribute to our neighbors in 
need:  canned goods (soup/stew, chili, fruit, 
vegetables, etc.), peanut butter, canned 
tuna, canned chicken, boxed milk, rice, 
beans, pasta, Ramen noodles, toilet paper, 
and bulk snack items. 
     Coats and blankets are also helpful this 
time of year. 
     Thank you for your continued generosity.   

A wonderful season of giving

Botherhood
breakfasts
The St. John’s Brother-
hood is a volunteer 
group of men that 
meets for breakfast 
the third Saturday of 
each month (during 
the school year). The 
Brotherhood also hosts 
church-wide events 
such as Mardi Gras and 
Oktoberfest and also 
performs minor main-
tenance work on the 
church and grounds as 
needed. Breakfast is only 
$5 – delicious, filling, 
and some of it is even 
healthy. You are also 
welcome to bring the 
kids. The Brotherhood 
is under the leadership 
of Rick Brown and Perry 
White. If you are inter-
ested in attending the 
breakfasts, please call 
Rick Brown (412-7749) 
or Perry White (364-
1183) and we’ll put you 
on the call list.

next Casserole Crusade
slated for January 13 
The J2A group will continue having 
monthly Casserole Crusades. Mem-
bers of the Journey to Adulthood 
group bake delicious casseroles to of-
fer to the church for donations. Their 
donations will be used to fund their 
pilgrimage to Costa Rica in the sum-
mer. Bring your appetite (and your 
checkbook!) on Jan. 13.  
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Giving long-term ministry support

All we know about God ...

     Consider the St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Foundation whenever you contem-
plate charitable donations, planned giving, 
or estate planning. The St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Foundation is a non-profit organi-
zation founded with (and legally limited to) 
the sole purpose of supporting St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 
     The Foundation was formed to provide 
anyone with a desire to include St. John’s 
Church in their planned giving a way to 
leave a gift that would grow and benefit 
the church in perpetuity. It is the hope of 
the Foundation to insure the long-term 
financial health of St. John’s church and its 
ministries through planned giving.  
     The Foundation will accept both en-
dowed gifts and gifts that are not endowed.  

Inquirer’s classes
For persons who are 
new to the church, 
long-time parishioners 
who want a refresher, 
and those preparing for 
confirmation, Inquirer’s 
classes will be held 
Jan. 6 through Feb. 10. 
Classes meet 3:30 to 5 
p.m. Sundays. To reserve 
your place, or for more 
information, contact 
the church office, 321-
3020, or e-mail staff@
episcopalnorman.org.  

... Is what we know about God.

Adult Christian Formation Class
Spring 2013 – 9:30 a.m. Sundays
Instructed by Fr. Dwight

     One of the most central questions in the-
ology is the question of knowledge. What 
can we know and how do we know it? This 
class will be an investigation into this ques-

New youth choir forming
Students in grades 6 through 12 are 
invited to come sing with St. John’s 
Choirmaster, Olivia Buthod, on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, from 6:30 to 7:15 
p.m. Our new youth Choir will prac-
tice twice a month, and, once it gets 
rolling, the group will sing the anthem 
during Sunday services periodically 
throughout the year. Contact Vicky 
Bratton, 404-433-9653, with any 
questions. Please come join your 
voices and be heard!

Endowed gifts are those from which only 
earnings or a portion of earnings are spent.  
This allows the gift to grow and continue 
supporting the church long after it is given.  
non-endowed gifts still earn income and 
are allowed to grow but provide flexibility 
by making the principle available in the 
event of an urgent need. 
     donors may also choose to direct the 
purpose for which their gift is used. In 
essence, the Foundation can be viewed as 
the parish savings account.  The role of the 
Foundation is to safely invest assets allow-
ing them to grow and to honor the wishes 
of donors.
     For more information contact the 
church, or Kevin McGehee:
     kevinm@crawleypetroleum.com

tion. The assumption of the class is that 
our knowledge is limited and truths pro-
visional, that what we know changes and 
evolves over time and is bound up with our 
language and culture. In that context then, 
what does it mean to be a faithful, loving, 
servant of Christ? What role does the Holy 
Scripture and the Eucharist have for us? 
Where is the church going in the decades 
to come? How is God revealing truth to us 
even now?
     Make a new year’s commitment to at-
tend Sunday morning classes. you will find 
it enlightening. This class begins Sunday, 
Feb. 17.   

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES
Want to learn more about church history? Besides 
being a grace-filled, contemplative-yet-not-formal 
worship service in the chapel each week, the Holy 
Eucharist held in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday will also acquaint you with the “Lesser 
Feasts and Fasts” of the church – the lives of saints, 
and special events that have shaped who we are as 
the Church. Coming up this month:  Holy Name, 
Julia Chester Emery, Richard Benson and Charles 
Gore, Phillips Brooks, and Samuel Shoemaker.



J A n u A Ry  2 0 1 3  :  7

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Jan. 1-Nov. 30, 2012

Budgeted Income

$395,092

Actual Income

$356,762

Budgeted Expenses

$395,092

Actual Expenses

$374,668

Projected Variance

$0

Actual Variance

($17,905)

Solstice nesting in the presence
     Even in this temperate, northern Califor-
nia climate, the winter solstice brings some 
cold nights, which turn ever-so-slowly to 
deep morning fog, then gray, rainy days. It 
is a season perhaps best suited for sleeping 
in past the long darkness, or clutching cups 
of hot tea and brooding while the earth car-
ries on, doing what she must. 
     My small dorm room feels very nest-
like, with shelves of good reading, my great 
aunt’s afghan warding off the chill, and 
reminders of you all around, warming my 
heart. Every day, no matter how gray, there 
is reason to be thankful, and the blessings 
are abundant. This is a treasured time to 
savor, to celebrate the joy of Christ’s birth 
among us, to gather with friends and family 
– reminding ourselves it is a gift we share, 
and good and right to do so all year long. 
     Still, it is tempting in this season to sim-
ply look ahead. I have no garden to prepare, 
though an occasional seed catalog still ap-

pears in my mailbox, beckoning me to plan 
for the coming spring. Soon I’ll be digging 
more deeply into seminars on congregation-
al and community organizing, stewardship, 
pastoral care, and diversity in the church. 
Spring will bring courses on the synoptic 
gospels, ecclesiology, parish leadership, and 
mission. Field work continues, too, and I’m 
making plans for summer – a pilgrimage 
walk, then serving in a mission out here. 
     But not so fast. While it seems good to 
plan ahead, these dark nights and gray days 
remind me that our focus is not to be al-
ways in the distance, but rather in the here 
and now, the presence – especially where it 
is cold and dreary. So I have been ventur-
ing out in the rain lately, seeking the Light 
that comes to us in our winter, mindful that 
when we behold it, we bear that radiance 
which shines for all, through the deepest 
fog.   – St. John’s parishioner Twila Smith 
just reached the halfway point of seminary

The choir of angels, herd of sheep and their shepherds, a holy family, narrators, and a whole company of 
wise children gather in the parish hall for the Christmas pageant, their beautiful offering to God and the 
church. The annual re-telling of the Christmas story was directed by the Young Adults in the Church, many 
of whom served in these roles as children, and who now continue the tradition, as mentors and leaders.
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Sundays   

7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 

5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall

Tuesdays   

10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons

7:30 p.m., Centering Prayer – library

Wednesdays   

6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

7:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal – music room

Thursdays   

7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMInG uP AT ST. JOHn’S
Jan. 2 – Resurrection Memorial Service, 12:10 p.m.
Jan. 5 – 12th Night Feast, p. 3
Jan. 6 – Inquirer’s classes begin, p. 6
     and Epiphany house blessings, p. 2
Jan. 9 – Youth choir begins, p. 6
Jan. 10 – Annual report items due, p. 2
Jan. 13 – Casserole Crusade, p. 5
Jan. 16 – Handbell choir, p. 3
Jan. 27 – Annual meeting, p. 2 & 8

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AnnuAL MEETInG:  JAn. 27
The Holy Eucharist – 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m.

No Sunday school classes
Annual meeting in the parish hall – 11 a.m.

All-church spaghetti lunch following annual meeting
PLEASE BRInG A SIdE dISH, SALAd OR dESSERT TO SHARE


