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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 

one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 

And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 

may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. (1 Thessalonians 3: 12

-13) 
 

 Advent is a season of anticipation. Advent means 
“arrival” of something or someone important. Christians 
await Jesus' birth and incarnation in the approaching four 
weeks leading up to Christmas Day. We coincidentally trust 
in Christ's powerful coming in glory as the Messiah who 
establishes a new reign of compassion, justice, and fullness 
of life. Advent isn't just about getting ready for Christmas.  
It is a season for responsible contemplation too. 
 

 Jesus' coming as Messiah prompts us to seek out 
God's assurance and forgiveness. Christ's love cannot flour-
ish where internal and external anxieties exist. Thus, Advent 
beckons us to imagine approaching Christ with a spiritual 
alertness assessing the quality of our relationships with   
ourselves, loved ones, fellow parishioners, people in our 
neighborhoods, and God's Creation on the whole. 
  

 St. Paul understood the importance of the themes of 
love, holiness, repentance, and perseverance to the Christian 
communities he taught. He was aware of the stress Chris-
tians experienced during times of persecution, confusion, 
and distress. Thus, he prayed for the Thessalonians (see 
above). His desire was for The Lord to fill them with un-
bounded, patient, wise, grace-filled love. 
  

The authors of FaithFutures – Jesus Then & Now (http://
wiki.faithfutures.org/index.php?title=Advent_1C) write: 

 
 

 “Advent is unique in that it celebrates the incomplete and 
the not-yet. Advent draws us beyond a fascination with the 
past, and invites us to consider the possibility that the God 
of sacred tradition might also be a part of our immediate 
experience, as well as having something far greater to reveal 
in the future. Advent can name the reality that we do not 
have the final word. There is always more to God, and to 
life, than what we have seen so far. … It is an invitation to 
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        welcome the One Who Comes. It is rightly desig-
nated a prophetic season, for this is a time to iden-
tify with the prophets of all times as people who 
have ears to hear and eyes to see; people who are 
awake to the possibilities of God's dynamic pres-
ence in our own circumstances.” (2009, paras. 4 
&5) 
 

            Life is rarely, if ever easy or fair. On vari-
ous levels and at various times, we've all suffered 
loss, encountered indignities, and/or grieved with 
apparent lack of comfort from some people around 
us. It is our basic anxious human nature to respond 
to such conflict with anger.  Such emotions may be 
human but our faith in God's Grace opens up possi-
bilities for a  brighter future when we indeed may 
encounter true Christmas joy. This Advent may fi-
nally be the season when we truthfully believe in 
God's commitment toward us because we set aside 
grief, anger, fear, or hopelessness that stand as bar-
riers between Christ's Grace and ourselves. 
 

 I'd therefore like for us to intentionally and 
specifically contemplate all these themes of recon-
ciliation and renewal as we anticipate Jesus' birth 
both as Risen Lord and as fully-Loving infant Son 
of God. Consider this possibility; Are you presently 
in a relationship with someone where Christ's love 
between the two of you is neither increasing nor 
abounding. If so, wouldn't it be worthwhile  be free 
of such shame at the side of Jesus' manger?  What 
broken heart or fractured relationship would you 
offer up to God for reconciliation if you believed 
that setting aside such pain would bring you nearer 
to God's love as we sing Christmas carols on 
Christmas Eve? 
 

 There's a voice in the wilderness beckoning 
us to make this Advent a season of prayerful recon-
ciliation. We will faithfully grow as individual dis-
ciples and as a mature Christian community when 
we peaceably look at one another as mutually be-
loved children of God. We are called to accomplish 
our common ministries and lives together, compas-
sionately and wisely.  Let us therefore seek out sa-
cred, unsure spaces in the upcoming periods of 
stillness so that the prophets of old may warm our 
hearts with deep healing. Let us take time when we 
come together to find God’s solace, contentment, 
and relief from sorrow and seasonal anxieties. 

 

May the Son of Righteousness shine upon you and 
scatter the darkness before your path as Advent  
unfolds. Let's peacefully walk with one another 

 

 toward Bethlehem. Let's seek now to bless one another  
as we rejoin Mary and Joseph at the crib of God's  
unconditional love and forgiveness.  It is there with 
renewed spirits and forgiven shortcomings that we will  
see one another and the baby Jesus with new eyes and 
grateful hearts. 
 

Blessings Along The Way, Jim+ 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Services  in December 
 

Sunday, Dec. 2              9 AM  Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High 
Advent 1                                    Sun. Sch . For Adults 
                                      10 AM  Rite II Eucharist 
                                                   Grade Sch. Sun. Sch.          
                                                   Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, Dec.  9            9 AM    Sun Sch, Jr. & Sr. High                                    
 Advent II                                   Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                                    10 AM    Rite II Eucharist             
                                                   Grade Sch. Sun. Sch. 
                                                   Nursery, Coffee Hour   
 

Sunday, Dec. 16           9 AM    Sun Sch. Jr. & Sr. High                        
  Advent III                                Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                                     10 AM   Rite II Eucharist 
                                                   Grade Sch. Sun. Sch 
                                                   Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 
Sunday, Dec. 23            9 AM   Sun Sch Jr & Sr. High 
Advent IV       Sun Sch for Adults 
Hanging of Greens     10 AM   Rite II Eucharist 
Christmas Party                        Grade Sch. Sun Sch 
                                                    Nursery 
 

Monday, Dec. 24     4:00 PM    Service at St. Luke’s 
Christmas Eve        10:30 PM   Choral Festive Rite II               
                     Eucharist at St. James 
                                                    No Nursery 
 

Sunday, Dec. 30          10 AM    Holy Eucharist Rite II              
 First Sunday                              Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 After Christmas Day            
      
 

Sunday, Jan. 6               9 AM    Sun Sch Jr & Sr. High 
  Epiphany                                  Sun Sch for Adults 
                                 10 AM   Rite II Eucharist 
                                                    Grade Sch. Sun Sch. 
                                                    Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 

SPECIAL CHOIR REHEARSAL—The Choir will 
hold a special rehearsal on Thursday, December 20, 
from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. 
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   Monthly     
  Meetings 
        DECEMBER 
 

ECW: The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will be 
making Christmas gifts for our homebound parishion-
ers when they meet on Thursday, December 6, at 
11:00 AM in the Vestry Room.  The business meeting 
and gift –making will be followed by lunch and fellow-
ship.. Please bring a sandwich for lunch.  The host-
esses, Dotty Garrabrant and Laverne Smith, will 
provide the dessert and beverages.  Newcomers are 
always welcome and should tell one of the hosts if 
they plan to attend or contact  ECW President, Dottie 
Wilson, at 922-8055.  

A THANK YOU FROM ECW—They wish to 
thank everyone who contributed to the UTO Fall 
Ingathering held on November 4.  Donations to-
taled $498.15 and will be sent to the Diocesan 
ECW who will in turn forward the donations to 
the National Church to be used toward grants all 
over the world. 

CHRISTMAS CARD BLITZ.  Help send cheer to 
our homebound friends.  The ECW will supply 
the cards and the Church will pay the postage.         
Parishioners are asked to stop by at Coffee Hour 
on December 9th and sign and address some 
cards.  It is a wonderful way to let our homebound 
parishioners know that we still think about them 
and wish them well.  
 

N OR M CLUB:   The N or M Club will not be 
meeting on December 19.  At their October  meeting 
it was decided not to meet in November or December 
because the third Wednesdays in those months are too 
close to Thanksgiving & Christmas holiday dates.and, 
in particular, the Christmas Party at church on Decem-
ber 23. 

January Journal Deadline is  

December 17th 

The January issue of the St. James Journal will be 
going to press on Monday,, December 17th, and 
that is the absolute deadline for all news items 
for this issue.  Please see  Julaine Mokren on Sun-
days, e-mail her at  2RJMokren@fuse.net or call 
her at 451-3251.   

WORSHIP NOTES 

LESSONS & CAROLS 

Advent Lessons and Carols will be celebrated 
during the 10 AM Service on December 23td. 
The “hanging of  the greens” will follow and 
when we are finished decorating, everyone is 
invited to the annual Christmas Party in Lu 
Dunn Hall.   

Come Celebrate The Birth of  Christ 

The 4:00 PM Service will be held at St. 
Luke’s in Sayler Park on December 24th. 

The Festive Christmas Eve Service will be 
held at  St. James at 10:30 PM on Christmas 
Eve.  Parents, since this service is held quite 
late, please feel free to bring the kids dressed 
comfortably in their PJs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL ABOARD….. 

THE BELLES & WHISTLES 

CHRISTMAS TRAIN….. 

CHOO CHOO…… 
  

The Belles and Whistles Club will again set up the train 
layout and Christmas tree in Lu Dunn Hall this year.  We 
would like to have families bring in an ornament to hang 
on the Christmas tree which will be in the center of the 
train layout. 
  

We will place a box labeled “ORNAMENTS” across 
from the Nursery for folks to put their ornaments in.  
Please don’t bring in good glass ornaments, paper or 
plastic ones will be just fine. 
  

We plan to have the tree and layout operational by  
December 9th in time for all the Christmas events. 
  



 4 

 

WESTFED FOOD PANTRY 
  

The Westfed Pantry is located at Grace Lutheran School at the corner of Boudinot  and Verdin 
Avenues. The Pantry served 97 clients on November 15 and will open its doors on the 
THIRD THURSDAY in DECEMBER, December 20th, from 1:30 to 2:30 P.M.   St. 
James is one of seven local churches, along with the Gamble Nippert YMCA,  involved in this 
project. When you are doing your weekly grocery shopping, don’t forget to pick up a couple of 

extra items for WestFed for Christmas.  Our parishioners are asked to bring the following items for December:  
DISH DETERGENT, HEALTH & BEAUTY ITEMS & BROWN PAPER BAGS  and place them in the 
Narthex  by December 2nd. OR you can make a cash donation and let the Pantry volunteers do the shop-
ping for you.  Please see Jac Allen or Justine Hersel by December 2nd  with your cash donation and they 
will see that your donation goes to the Pantry to purchase the items still needed to complete three  gro-
cery bags given to each client.     

 

Other Outreach Opportunities 

• We are still collecting for the 2 Cents a Meal program. Half of the money collected goes to area food pantries 
and the other half goes to the Ohio Network for Hunger in Columbus. If you eat three meals a day, that only 
costs you six cents a day or 42 cents per week.  If you only eat two meals a day, it costs you four cents a day or 
28 cents per week. A can for your donations is on a small table in the Narthex. 

•  

OUTREACH  

Christmas Giving Tree 
 

 
We are providing gifts for kindergarten children at 
Ethel Taylor Academy  All of the names have been 
taken but if you are still interested in helping we can 
use gift items for their party such as wrapped candy, 
holiday pencils, stickers, crayons and coloring books 
as well as some Christmas bags for those items.  We 
are also trying to provide gloves, hats, socks or 
sweatshirts (only solid white, navy or grey) for any 
age elementary age children who need them.  The 
teachers will distribute these.   
 
If you took one of the green cards for the kindergar-
ten children, please return the wrapped gift with the 
child’s name attached, no later than Sunday, Decem-
ber 16.  Please do not spend more than $20.00 for the 
gift.  If you would like us to shop  for you, please 
give me the money no later than Sunday, December 
9th.  If you would like to help deliver the gifts and 
attend the party, we will be doing that on Thursday, 
December 20th at 11:30.  If anyone is interested in 
providing Christmas   napkins, plates and cups or in 
baking cookies or providing punch for the party, let 
me know as soon as possible.. 
 

Any questions see Nancy Jacob or call her at 608-
5718. 

NEXT COMMUNITY SUPPER 
IS DECEMBER 20 

         
The next Community Supper is Thursday, December 20, 
from 5:00 to 6:30 PM.  We will need homemade Christ-
mas desserts.  Please note that the Supper week has been 
changed to the third week to accommodate the Christ-
mas holiday.  This will be the 12th supper this year.  At our 
eleventh  supper on November 29, we served turkey & 
dressing casserole, green beans, rolls, cranberries, apple-
sauce, fresh fruit and dessert to  70 neighbors and          
volunteers.     
     Donations of volunteer time or food are needed each 
month.  There is no way  we can say enough about the hard 
work, diligence and generosity of the volunteers whose help 
makes these monthly suppers happen..  
     Help is needed to set up the dining room, cook the food, 
greet the guests, set up the beverages, take food orders at the 
kitchen door, set up desserts and serve them, clean up the  
dining area as needed, re-set place settings and wipe off tables 
as needed,  wash dishes, etc., and clean up the Hall after the 
supper is over. We need volunteer drivers to deliver meals to 
the homebound people in the parish.  See Jane Mattes or             
 Anne Griffiths to volunteer.   
     A list of  foods that are needed for the suppers is posted 
each month in Lu Dunn Hall on the wall near the fire escape.  
You can sign up for whatever amount you can give.   The 
menu has already been selected for December 20th. 
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 Anita and Michael Dohn,   

Missionaries in Health Ministries 

November, 2012 Mission E-mail    [No. 99]        

Web-site: http://dohnfamily.org 

E-mail:  DohnFamily@sams-usa.org 
Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as South 
American Missionary Society missionaries with La Iglesia 
Episcopal Dominicana at the diocesan Clínica Esperanza y 
Caridad. They live along the southern coast in San Pedro de 
Macorís in the Dominican Republic.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *     

  Domestic Violence.   Is that inevitably how the 

cookie crumbles? 
Approaching my 13th Christmas here, I am con-

cerned that I may have inadvertently created a cross-
cultural dependency. Of course as missionaries we do not 
want to produce any dependencies. Never-the-less … 

          Beginning in 2000, we made Christmas sugar cook-
ies with different colors of powdered sugar icing and 
sprinkles. We gave these to a few new friends and people 
who had helped us, and also to the girls’ classmates and 
teachers. Since then, things have snowballed, so to speak. 

          Each year, those who had received cookies begged 
for more! Christmas cookies are really not a tradition here. 
Bakeries don’t make them. The few people who have tried 
our recipe say that theirs don’t turn out right. After a few 
years, we had more friends, the girls’ school wanted extras 
to sell, we gave them to everyone at the Clinic, and sup-
plied the Clinic’s numerous Christmas parties (AIDS chil-
dren, health promoters, AIDS support groups, etc.). We 
baked more than a thousand cookies some years. 

          As the girls graduated from school here and left for 
university in the USA, our cookie demand fell. However, I 
will bake many hundred this year – the “galletas de Anita” 
Christmas tradition is now well established within one 
circle here.  

           Tradition and culture are often given as the expla-
nation for some behaviors: “Of course young people drink 
in their pre-teens and drive without a license – it’s the cul-
ture here!” or “Traditionally the man controls the house 
and the wife, and if he beats her – that’s too bad, but that’s 
just how it is.”  

            We start 2013 committed to a program against gen-
der-based violence in an area where sociologists say the 
culture accepts violence as a reasonable mode of commu-
nication. We have a good team, evidence-based plans, and 
the promise of Philippians 4:13. 

           And we have our cookie experience that reminds us 
that good ideas have a way of catching on. Culture is in 
constant flux – continuously created by countless interac-
tions and discussions. We have to be smart and sensitive, 
but tossing what we can cook-up into the gender-based 
violence mix will help. 

Keep praying,  Anita 

 

IT’S FRIDAY NIGHT (DEC.14) AT 

THE MOVIES 

SEE “THE WAY”  

AND SHARE IN POTLUCK DINNER 

St. James will host a viewing of the movie "The Way" 
on Friday, Dec. 14th @ 6 PM. The movie stars Martin 
Sheen and was directed by Emilio Estevez.  “The 
Way” offers a powerful and inspirational story about 
family, friends and the challenges we face while navi-
gating this ever-changing and complicated world that 
we live in.  
  

We will have an enjoyable potluck dinner if you will 
offer to share a dish for fellow movie-goers.  FREE 
POPCORN TOO!  We’ll save some time for conversa-
tion and reflection at the movie’s end.  This will be a 
nice and inexpensive way to spend a Friday night in 
December.   
 

Let Fr. Jim (rector@stjamescincy.org) or  Joyce Kee-
shinn know if you plan on attending and if you will 
bring some food to share with the group. Joyce may be 
reached at joycekeeshin@gmail.com) 
 

You can learn more about the movie here  
@http:://www.theway-themovie,com/film.php. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
  

This year's Christmas Eve offerings at St. James will 

support Episcopal Relief & Development's "Gifts for 

Life" campaign. Check out the poster in Lu Dunn Hall 

as well as take a look @ 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/giftsforlife. Individuals 

and families can also support this great cause and we as 

a church can ensure that people elsewhere will cele-

brate Christmas for much longer than a day. The size of 

the offering will determine what gift(s) we can contrib-

ute to ER&D. 
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Joy and Concern 
 

We welcome into the Body of Christ, Lucy Marie 

Wetenkamp, the infant daughter of Matthew & Jill 

(Hamski) Wetenkamp and the great-granddaughter of 
Elmer & Dorothy Wetenkamp, who was baptized on 
Thanksgiving Day morning at St. James.  The Godmoth-
ers are Kathy Hamski and Laura Wetenkamp, and the 
Godfather is Corey Moore.…Happy 50th wedding an-
niversary to Al & Julie Speckert on November 10,  
They were married at St. James in 1962.  Please remem-
ber the following parishioners or their family or friends 
in your prayers. Linda Beth Allen,   Albert Dewar, 

David Dewar, Amy Hayward, Thelma Hughes, Alex 

& Bea Kent, Ted & Sue Krug, Dorothy Lenhart, 

Jean MacGregor, Bob Mokren, Alison Nunnery’s 

family, Earl Oakes, Diane Patton, Brian Schuh, Jean 

Smith, Peter Strunk, Lee Suman, Tina, Kyra Vogt, 

Hazel Whited, Robert Knapp, Linda Wright, Dave 

Murray, Christina Davis, Mary Wilson, Herb Krum-

holtz, Vickie & Patty, Grace Murphy, Family of 

Richard Wesp, Charles & Lynda Smith, Albert 

Speckert, Joanne Harmeyer, Randi    
 

REMINDER ABOUT OUR 

PRAYER CHAIN 
  

If you or someone you care for  
would like to be prayed for in 
addition to our regular interces-
sions, please call the Parish Ad-
ministrator, or tell a member of 

the prayer chain. Your request will be sent along the 
chain and the amount of detail you wish to give is up to 
you.  You can even be anonymous.  And, by the way, 

thanksgivings are also good to send along the chain.  
  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

December 23, 2012 
The St. James annual Christmas Party will be held on 
Sunday, December 23, in Lu Dunn Hall.  We will gather 
for a light lunch at Noon, after the “Hanging of the 
Greens,“ which follows  the 10:00AM Service..  
  
The Hospitality Committee will prepare the luncheon.  
 Please sign up at coffee hour so we know how much to 
cook, and let us know if you will need transportation.   
  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

   9    Betty Fox.               29  Rebecca Griffiths 

   11  Karen Dewar          29  Carol Maus 

   20  Margaret Knapp      30  Chris Gentry          

   20 Kurt Schoening        31  Adolphus Sukhai   
                    

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
                      9   Jac & Linda Beth Allen  
                    27   Sandy & Jean MacGregor 
                    28   Phil & Lisa Holstrom                  
                     

 
Special Prayers 

For Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Each Sunday at the announcements, those who are      
present and are celebrating birthdays or wedding          
anniversaries that week are invited to come forward 
to receive a prayer and blessing.  If your name does 
not currently appear on the monthly birthday and 
anniversary list in The Journal, why not call the 
church office and tell us so that we can list your    
special date.  We promise not to tell your birth year. 

 

Altar Flower Chart 

in Lu Dunn Hall 

The 2012 Altar Flower 
Chart is posted on the bul-
letin board  in Lu Dunn 
Hall.   There are still  
openings on the 2012 
chart for altar greens 
which we use during  Ad-
vent on  December 2, 9, 

16, & 23rd  Please sign up to place greens or flow-
ers on the altar as a memorial or in thanksgiving or 
celebration of an event.   After you have signed ei-
ther of the charts, please see Altar Guild treasurer       
Julaine Mokren about details. The cost for altar 
flowers or greens is $20.00. Checks may be made 
payable to “The Altar Guild of St. James” and be 

given to Julaine Mokren on Sundays or mailed 

to her at 5076 Kincardine Dr., Cinti 45238.  

Please do not put them in the Offertory Plate.. 
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ALTAR GUILD NEEDS POINSETTIAS 
  TO DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
The Altar Guild is taking orders for poinsettias to be used to decorate   
the church during the “Hanging of  the Greens” on December 23.  All     
parishioners are invited to gather in the church after the 10:00 AM        
Service to decorate the church for Christmas.  Parishioners are asked     
to place orders for the poinsettias, red or white, at a cost of  $12.00 per 
plant.  Do not bring your own plant.  Please use the order form below 
or one found on the Narthex Table.. Send the form and your check made 
payable to “THE ALTAR GUILD OF ST. JAMES” (do not mail 
cash) to  Julaine Mokren to arrive at her home (5076 Kincardine  Dr.., 

Cincinnati, 45238) no later than Saturday, December 8, or see her in church on Sunday,     
December 9..  .Julaine must place the St. James order by December 10th to receive the plants by 
December 22.                              

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
2012 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS—DONOR’S INFORMATION 
 
DONOR’S NAME(S)________________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION:  LIST FLOWERS AS GIVEN IN MEMORY OF, 
OR IN HONOR OF, OR IN THANKSGIVING FOR—(PLEASE LIST HERE) 
 
 
 
 
Please buy a poinsettia for me.  Red {  } White {  }  MY CHECK/CASH (made 
payable to THE ALTAR GUILD OF ST. JAMES) is enclosed for $12.00 for each 
plant {  }.  I may pick up my poinsettia after the 10:00 A.M. Service on DECEM-
BER 30TH 
 

Please place this form with your check (do not mail cash) in an envelope marked 
“Christmas Altar Flowers” and place in the collection plate by December 9th or mail 
it to JULAINE MOKREN, Altar Guild Treasurer, 5076 Kincardine Dr., Cincinnati, 
45238, to arrive by December 8TH (ABSOLUTE DEADLINE).  Remember to 
make checks payable to “THE ALTAR GUILD OF ST. JAMES”  
 
Thank you,  
Mrs. Pat Ognenoff, President        
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St James Episcopal Church 
  3207 Montana Avenue 
  Cincinnati, OH  45211 
 
  Church Office….513-661-1154 
  Church Fax…….513-661-1031              
  Office Email…...stjames.admin@fuse.net 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Notices 
 

• At times of need or sorrow, please call the clergy. 
 
• In the case of communicants, the sacrament of Holy Matrimony and the Order for the Burial of the Dead 

should always be held in the Church. 
 
• Before any plans are made or announced for the  sacrament of Holy Baptism or Holy Matrimony, please con-

sult the priest.  In the case of Holy Matrimony, we need 30 days notice. 
 
• The Sacrament of Reconciliation of a Penitent is always available by appointment with the priest. 
 
• If you have an e-mail address, please let us know so that breaking news can be forwarded to you.  If your e-

mail address should change, notify us stjames.admin@fuse.net. 

 
Remember St. James in your will.  God’s work is supported by the tithes and sacrificial offerings of God’s people. 


