
St.Benedict’s Episcopal Church, New Freedom, PA. 

St.Benedict’s is a small but vibrant Mission church in Southern York County, which  comprises a 

community of faithful dedicated to ensuring its success!  It is both warm and welcoming.    

With upheavals over a year ago, a new vestry team as well as the congregation, stepped up to the 

challenge of “growing and securing the mission”.    

Sessions were held by the Vestry to brainstorm ideas; Diocesan staff offered assistance, and guidance.  

Everyone pulled together to make it work, many  stepped up to take on various activities such as 

Outreach, a Search Committee was put together for a new Missioner,  there was fellowship support, and 

more.  Most everyone in the congregation has taken on a role to help out.  Members speak out about 

our Mission and God with success; new members come and stay.  

The Light of Christ shines bright when we are gathered. 

We livened up our services with wonderful flute choirs and singers whose music was inspirational and 

aimed at retaining and building our membership – these are advertised locally to draw in new and old 

members. 

Fairly quickly we identified the need for a Youth Program to draw in young families and we set out to get 

this established. A volunteer from the church stepped up, was trained, and after a few short weeks, and 

with the help of supporting Mission members, we have grown to 10 children in attendance, (and their 

parents) and we continue to increase in size.   

We publish wonderful Newsletters and are able, thanks to members’ generous donations, to send out 

targeted mailers in the local areas.  We show a presence at local festivals, handing out free goodies, 

playing games, and generally letting it be known we are in this community. We held a St. Francis Day Pet 

Blessing which was sponsored by a family from our church who own a pet store (and a lot of non-church 

members attended). We serve and sponsor the local “Lord’s Lunches”, where the needy can go to eat.  

We collect meals for the food banks, we do warmth ministry, school supplies, support local families in 

need, and for such a small mission, we do an outstanding job! 

We were allocated a Deacon to help build us spiritually. She meets with local church communities,  

attends local functions etc.,  to let our, St Benedicts’, presence be known.  

We aim to maintain and slowly grow, our November 4th congregation was 80 people strong! 

Not bad for a small Mission Church in southern York county!  

Help us grow!! 

Jason Lacey  -  Senior Warden  

 


