
 

THE STEEPLE 
The mission of the Episcopal Church of the Nativity, as part of the family of God, is to proclaim and spread the word 

and work of God through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, by Eucharistic worship and by ministry 

to the world. 

                          The Church of  the Nativity                        October 17, 2012 

WORSHIP 

TIMES 

SUNDAY 

(* Nursery available) 

 

 7:45 a.m. Rite I 

Holy Eucharist  

Bibb Chapel 

  

8:45 a.m.* Rite II 

Holy Eucharist  

Children’s Chapel 

 

11:00 a.m.* Rite II 

Holy Eucharist  

 

WEDNESDAY 

12:00 noon 

Holy Eucharist & 

Healing 

(Bibb Chapel) 

 

THURSDAY 

6:00 p.m.  

Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Bibb Chapel 

  

Blogging from the Holy Land:  Turning Aside 
 

Moses and the children of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for forty years when the Lord led 

Moses high up onto Mt. Nebo in modern day Jordan to see the Promised Land. There Moses had a 

grand view of the land lying across the Jordan River Valley where God had been leading them.  

Moses could see the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River flowing south and down into the Dead 

Sea. Mt. Zion, the site of the future city of Jerusalem, was there in the distance. The view is 

spectacular. 
  

The fifteen Nativity Pilgrims arrived on Mt. Nebo this past Saturday to glimpse this same view, 

not after forty years, but about 40 hours after we had left Huntsville on our pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land. We had wandered through and waited in airports as we made our flight from the Rocket City 

via Atlanta, Paris and finally to Amman in Jordan. After a meal and a good night’s sleep, we 

climbed Mt. Nebo on Saturday, gazing as expectantly as Moses had looked upon this sacred land 

where our Christian faith sprung from ancient Jewish roots. As the biblical story goes, Moses did 

not get to enter the Promised Land, but we would. After a short diversion to the fabulous and grand 

Nabatean city of Petra, we now find ourselves walking in the steps of Jesus who has fulfilled 

God’s purposes begun with Moses and the Prophets. 
   

We visited the Jordan River where Jesus was baptized by John. We renewed our own Baptismal 

Vows as water was splashed upon us from these same headwaters from which Jesus saw the 

heavens torn apart and the Holy Spirit descending upon him in the form of a dove, hearing a voice 

from heaven proclaiming him God’s beloved. We, too, realized how deeply beloved we are of 

God.  
 

Tomorrow we will take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee where Jesus called his first disciples to 

turn away from their nets and follow him, becoming fishers of men and women. We visit these 

holy places to hear Jesus calling us anew to follow him, just as Moses was called by God’s voice 

from the burning bush to lead the  people from slavery in Egypt to freedom in God’s love and 

purposes. The Welsh poet R. S. Thomas penned these relevant lines about God’s call and I shared 

them at our Sunday evening Eucharist: 
 

I have seen the sun break through to illuminate a small field for a while,  

 and gone my way and forgotten it.   

But that was the pearl of great price, the one field that had the treasure in it.   

 I realize now that I must give all that I have to possess it.   

Life is not hurrying on to a receding future, nor hankering after 

 an imagined past.   

It is the turning aside like Moses to the miracle of the lit bush,  

 to a brightness that seemed as transitory as your youth once,  

 but is the eternity that awaits you. 

                                              The Bright Field 
 

On pilgrimage, we turn aside from many other things to see the miracle of the lit bush. We 

discover that we have indeed traveled to a bright field that contains the pearl of great price.  

Sometimes we do this deliberately when we literally make a journey to holy fields away from our 

lives in Alabama. But we always return to share this treasure, to share the view from Mt. Nebo, 

with others who do not necessarily leave home to hear God’s call to turn aside. What do you need 

to turn aside from to see this miracle of God’s unfolding before you? May we all hear God’s 

gracious words that we are beloved; that Jesus is calling us anew to follow him into God’s 

purposes unfolding in the bright field that is our very own life.   



 

TOP OF THE HILL GANG LUNCHEON—Tuesday! 

The October luncheon for the Top of the Hill Gang will be Tuesday, October 23. Appetizers start at 11:30, lunch at 

12:00 noon, and the program at 12:30.  Our guest speaker will be attorney Connie Glass whose law firm specializes 

in Elder Law. She will answer questions after her presentation.  Make your reservation for lunch by noon on Monday, 

October 22 to 256-533-2455. Cost is $8.00.  

NATIVITY TRIP TO SEWANEE LESSONS 

AND CAROLS 

 

If you have been a part of the annual bus trip to 

Sewanee for Lessons & Carols, then you know how 

rewarding it always is. This year, we will be going 

on SATURDAY, December 1, and Nativity has been 

selected to be part of the dinner offered to parishes. 

There is a limited number seats now available, so 

you need to make your reservation soon. Although 

sponsored by the Top of the Hill Gang, this trip is 

open to the parish. Here are the details: 

 

What:  Roundtrip by Spirit Coach to Sewanee. This 

includes reserved seats for the afternoon performance of 

Lessons & Carols and dinner afterwards at Sewanee. 

 When: Saturday, December 1, 2012.  

 

Leave Nativity no later than 1:15 p.m. Arrive by 3:15 for 

a reception, then be seated in All Saints Chapel for  the 

performance. After Lessons & Carols, we board the bus 

to go to dinner around 6:15.  We'll leave Sewanee about 

8:00 p.m. and return to Huntsville about 9:30. 

 

Cost:  $45 per person, all inclusive.  

  

Reservations: Because seating is limited, you should be 

prepared to pay in full when you make your reservation. 

Please see Connie Gadomski in the Nativity office to 

make a reservation.  

  

Questions?  Jeannie Robison, 256-536-0202 or email 

jrobis1@comcast.net. 

HARVEY COX , Harvard University  

Three Public Conversations in Huntsville 

 

1 NOVEMBER 8, 2012 7:00 P.M. 

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WESLEY CENTER 

 GREENE STREET DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE, AL 

 “WHAT MUSIC DOES JESUS LIKE” 

 

           2   NOVEMBER 9, 2012 12:00 NOON 

     FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL 

     307 GATES AVENUE DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE, AL 

     “SCIENCE AND RELIGION: THE NEW CONVERSATION” 

 

 3   NOVEMBER 9, 2012 7:00 P.M. 

       FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

        600 GOVERNORS DRIVE HUNTSVILLE, AL 

       “THE FUTURE OF FAITH” 

 

BOOK SIGNING & SALES AT ALL CONVERSATIONS 

Brown Bag Lunch welcome or pre-

order Jason’s Deli Box Lunch by 

Wednesday, 3 pm Nov. 7th by calling 

256-536-3354 x 130 

Presented by 

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY, EPISCOPAL 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

THE HARRY E. AND MABRY B. MILLER LECTURESHIP 

FUND OF 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Blankets for the Homeless Sundays October 12 and October 28 

Every winter our Huntsville Homeless Friends need a new supply of Blankets to protect them from winter’s chill. 

Nativity will collect NEW blankets on the last 2 Sundays of October only! Bill Goodson, our parish’s faithful volunteer 

at First Stop, is coordinating the blanket drive. Please bring them and place them in the cardboard boxes on the Ridley 

Hall stage. Bill will distribute them to men and women through his work in the camps. 

THANK YOU for keeping someone warm ! 

The Nativity Bazaar is a fun opportunity for fellowship, love, and friendship among our Nativity Women. 

Please join us! For more information check out IT’S BAZAAR TIME! article in this newsletter. 

mailto:jrobis1@comcast.net


 

Pictorial Directory Photography has begun! 
 

Portrait sessions are taking place this week in the 

Nativity library.  The Hostess Team is onsite to check 

you in for your sitting. 

 

Please check-in 15 minutes prior to your appointment 

which will allow time for last minute adjustments to 

your hair, makeup, or clothing! 

 

Photography for the 2
nd

 and 3
rd
 weeks (October 22-27 

and October 29-Nov3) will be in Ridley Hall. 

 

Have you scheduled your portrait session? If not, be 

sure to schedule right away to make sure you are 

included.  

 

If you plan to purchase a Lifetouch portrait package, you can get a $5 discount if you bring a non-perishable food item 

for HAP to your scheduled appointment. 

 

Why have your portrait taken? 

· You get a free 8 x 10 portrait! 

· You will be included in the pictorial directory! 

· You get a free copy of the pictorial directory! 

· You become a part of Nativity History! 

 

This new directory will be chock full of activity photos capturing the many 

things Nativity is involved in both within our parish and in our extended 

community.  All this plus our portraits within a beautiful directory cover! 

This edition promises to be a valuable keepsake. What could be better?   

 

So, please don’t miss out on this great opportunity; schedule your 

portrait appointment today! 

www.nativity-hsv.org 
Click on the link to get to the Lifetouch sign-up page. 

IT'S BAZAAR TIME! 
The Nativity Women's Bazaar will be November 15, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

· There will be two lunch seatings: 11:15 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.   

· Take-out lunches are available as well. 

· Tickets are $15.00 each and $12.50 for 8 or more.   

· Tickets can be purchased in Ridley Hall during all three Church services or by calling Marilyn Grundy 

at 256-509-9962 for lunch tickets and Jennifer Hulsey (256)880-5242 for Take-Out lunches.   

· The raffle drawing will happen during the 12:30 seating. You do not have to be present to win! 
 

Look for tables in Ridley Hall each Sunday for all your ticket needs: 

· LUNCHEON TICKETS 

· TURKEY TICKETS 

· TAKE-OUT TICKETS 

· RAFFLE TICKETS 



 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE November 2012, published 10/17/12 
  

THURSDAY, November 1, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher   

6:00 pm Prentice White Evening Prayer 

SUNDAY, November 4, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM Lector Intercessor 

7:45 am Anderson Anderson Ken Barnett Ken Barnett Ken Barnett 

8:45 am Akin Anderson Charlie Warren, Lewie Bates Bankston Creech Martha Joffrion 

11:00 am Landry Anderson Will Elliott, Erin Elliott Pamela Briggs, Ted Briggs Lynne Berry 

WEDNESDAY, November 7, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12:00 noon Landry Mary Hendricks 

THURSDAY, November 8, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher   

6:00 pm  Robison   

SUNDAY, November 11, 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Service 
Cele-

brant 
Preacher LEM Lector Intercessor 

7:45 am Anderson Stewardship John  Hendricks John Hendricks John Hendricks 

8:45 am Anderson Stewardship Minda Alexander, Mike Ward Amy Creech Virginia Kobler 

11:00 am Akin Stewardship Walter Thames, Robin Cozby Mary Johnson, Rich Goodwin Marilyn LAnds 

WEDNESDAY, November 14, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12:00 noon Anderson Cheryl Watts 

THURSDAY, November 15, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher   

6:00 pm Akin   

SUNDAY, November 18, 25th  Sunday after Pentecost 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM Lector Intercessor 

7:45 am Akin Akin Sue Johnson Sue Johnson Sue Johnson 

8:45 am Landry Akin Robert Dunn, Lane Mickle Martha Joffrion Melissa Kirkindall 

11:00 am Anderson Akin Cheryl Watts, Deborah Baker Sally Ann Culver, Roy Gowman Jordan Cozby 

WEDNESDAY, November 21, HE   Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12:00 noon Akin Don Askins 

SUNDAY, November 25, Last  Sunday after Pentecost (Christ the King) 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM Lector Intercessor 

7:45 am Landry Landry Lea Ann Barnett Lea Ann Barnett Lea Ann Barnett 

8:45 am Anderson Landry Warren Vann, Cheryl Watts, Bob Serio Lee Hicklen Lane Mickle 

11:00 am Anderson Landry Roy Gowman, Ronnie Rogers, Don Askins Lee Coggins, Walter Thames RuthAnn Haymes 

WEDNESDAY, November 28, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher LEM 

12:00 noon Anderson Janet Robbins 

THURSDAY, November 29, HE 

Service Celebrant Preacher   

6:00 pm Landry   

USHERS 

8:45 Bill Starnes, Hall Bryant, Allen Daniels, Andy Kelly, Clay Sherrill, Pat Sampson, Ward Wilson 

11:0

0 
Hanns Billmayer, Veneta Billmayer, Don Askins, Madalyn Hicks, John Lewis, Ernie Thomas, Susan Thomas 

ALTAR GUILD 

3 Linda Watts, Rose Anne Shearer, Emily Moody, Louise Reynolds, Gail Brown 

10 Alice Lanier, Judy Vann, Sue Johnson, Sara Little, Rose Mary Lambert 

17 Wanda Cobb, Debbie Joyner, Connie Stephenson, Beth Pugh, Kakki Brooks 

24 Lea Ann Barnett, Judy Heacock, Caffey Litkenhous, Suzy Naumann, Nancy Colin 

HAP Sunday  -   November 4
th
  

For your November HAP bin gifts, please remember  to bring  

“Thanksgiving” 

Canned sweet potatoes, cranberries, green peas, stuffing mix, chicken gravy 

Canned Chicken or canned Ham, boxes of Jello, cake mixes and canned frosting 



 

Parish  Financial Report Period Ending 09/30/2012 

 
CURRENT 

MONTH 

BUDGET for 

PERIOD ACTUAL YTD BUDGET YTD 

     

Pledges Re-

ceived  $   111,949.90   $    106,777.42  

 $       

909,837.40   $    960,996.74  

Plate   $       7,653.79   $       5,555.83   $        51,370.54   $      50,002.51  

Other Revenues  $       2,173.65   $       8,940.00   $        81,827.01   $      80,460.00  

TOTAL  $   121,777.34   $    121,273.25   $     $ 1,091,459.25  

     

Diocesan, School of 
Theology, &        

Outreach  $     19,849.99   $      24,070.84  

 $       

171,030.56   $    216,637.48  

Personnel  $     58,951.10   $      65,470.32   $        $    589,233.04  

Other Expenses  $     21,649.74   $      31,732.04   $        $    285,588.88  

TOTAL  $   100,450.83   $    121,273.20   $        $ 1,091,459.40  

     

NET  $     21,326.51   $              0.05   $        53,605.05   $             (0.15) 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

Children’s Music Classes Blossom! 

Children’s Music at Nativity continues to expand and grow! The fall afternoon 

schedule of classes (Tues/Weds/Thurs) now includes art: watercolor painting at the 

Thursday class  (4:45-5:45).  Visual art and music make great partners. Class time on 

Thursday is devoted to singing (vocal training & song learning), painting, and music 

theory (note reading and fundamentals); at 20 minutes per session. Children ages 8-12 

are encouraged and invited to attend one or more music & art classes at Nativity. 

More information online www.nativity-hsv.org or via Suzanne Purtee 256-533-2455. 

Presentation on the Duruflé Requiem Sunday October 21 after 11:00 Service 

Chris Walters, Director of Choirs at Randolph (Upper) School, presents an informative talk on the Requiem of Maurice 

Duruflé after the 11:00 service Sunday, October 21 (approximately 12:45). The Requiem, op. 9, by Maurice Duruflé 

was commissioned in 1947 and is written in memory of the composer's father. The Nativity choir presents this 

Requiem at Nativity on All Saints Sunday (November 4) at 5 pm in the afternoon.  Mr. Walters began singing with the 

Nativity choir last spring and continues to do so whenever possible. He is also Choral Artist in Residence for the 

Huntsville Community Chorus, and teaches voice at UAHuntsville. 

ALL SAINTS’ MEMORIAL DEDICATIONS 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 4, 2012 is a splendid time to honor your loved ones 

by making a memorial gift in their honor. Your gift supports the purchase of annual 

and perennial plantings, shrubbery, and trees that help make the garden and our 

church grounds one of Huntsville's most beloved spots for respite and 

contemplation. Please make your donation by Sunday, October 21 to be included in 

the special All Saints’ Sunday Memorial Service insert. Checks should be payable to 

Church of the Nativity with annotation, Memorial Garden Fund. If you have 

"Hope for the Holidays: Surviving Grief When Everyone Else Is Celebrating" will be presented at 2:00, 

Saturday., November 3,at Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, 1418 Old Railroad Bed Rd. in Madison. The presenter 

will be the Rev. Carl Malm of the Center for Loss, Grief and Change. There is no charge for this event, but reservations are 

requested. For more information or to make a reservation, reply to this email or phone 256 883-6539 or 256 232-3331. 

You are Invited To 

 

The North American 

Copper in Architecture 

Annual Award 

Presentation 

to 

 Copperworks and 

Ornametals 

Manufacturers 

 

For Their Outstanding 

Work on  

The Church of Nativity’s  

Historical Roof 

 

Date:  Thursday,  

October 25th 

 

Time:  4:00 p.m. 

Location:  Bibb Chapel 

Courtyard 

 

(In Case of Rain Ridley Hall) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Durufl%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Durufl%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Durufl%C3%A9


 

OUTREACH MINISTRY FAIR 
IS YOUR CHANCE TO 

BECOME A 
 ‘NATIVITY ANGEL’ 

At our THANKS-for-GIVING celebration in 
2011, The Rev’d Mary Anne Akin regaled 
us with the story about angels living in 
the Nativity bell tower – watching over 
Huntsville from their perch at the corner 
of Eustis and Greene Streets. However 
many angels are living up in our bell 
tower, there are more running around 
town under the banner of the Nativity 
Outreach program. Maybe you’ve heard 
about some of the things those angels 
have been involved in… 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – building 
permanent homes for the less fortunate 
in our community 
OSCAR MASON LIBRARY – providing 
healthy snacks and monthly food boxes 
for at-risk kids in an after-school program 
ADULT LEARNING CENTER – preparing 
adults to enter GED programs 
 

RUSSEL ERSKINE TOWERS – providing 
food, entertainment, gifts, and 
fellowship for senior residents  
GREENE STREET MARKET – providing an 
outlet for locally grown produce, 
prepared foods, and crafts 
HAITI MEDICAL MISSION – providing 
medical care in this poverty-ravaged 
country 
DINING WITH FRIENDS – raising funds 
for the AIDS Action Coalition and Davis 
Clinic 
FIRST STOP SHELTER – providing 
breakfast monthly for the homeless and 
food packets for distribution 
HUNTSVILLE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – 
collecting food monthly to feed those in 
need; providing funds for utility and 
rental assistance 
HEIFER MARKET – an outreach program 
involving our children to help provide 
animals to those in third-world 
economies 
KAIROS – bringing the word of God (and 
good food) to those in prison 
 
 
 

Well, I have a little secret for you: those 
“angels” that Mary Anne talked about 
are watching over folks like you and me – 
ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things through the Nativity Outreach 
ministries! And, we need you to join our 
team as we meet the needs of a hurting 
community, Diocese, nation, and world.  
How can you get involved in these and 
many other incredible ministries at 
Nativity? Join us for the OUTREACH 
MINISTRY FAIR this coming Sunday! Here 
are the details: 
 

WHAT: OUTREACH MINISTRY FAIR 
WHEN: Sunday, October 21 
TIME: 8:15 am – 12:45 pm  
SPONSOR: Stewardship Ministry 
FOOD: Prepared by Sally Stockton and 
the Men’s Breakfast Cooks 

 

Come, find out what Nativity’s angels are 
up to now, and find out how you can be 
a participate! Please join us for the 
OUTREACH MINISTRY FAIR this coming 
Sunday. 
 
David Collette, Chair 
Nativity Stewardship Ministry 

Youth News – The Steeple 10/16/12 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For Junior High Youth (7th & 8th Grade) 

- The next T.R.A.S.H. Night will be on November 4th from 4:00pm - 5:30pm.  We will meet at the    

 Morring's and parents are welcome to stay!   

- Winter Weekend at Camp McDowell is coming up sooner than you think! This January 18-21!     

 Cost is $145. To register, go to www.campmcdowell.com. Scholar- ship assistance is 

available. 

For All Youth 

- Next Sunday, the 28th, is the Halloween Carnival and 
Trunk-R-Treat, and we get to decorate the old Nativity van. We'll talk about ideas this 

Sunday so start thinking!  We need youth to help hand out candy and be in charge of the face-painting.   
All the fun starts at 5:30!   

- For the next two Sundays, Nativity will have a blanket drive to benefit the homeless population in Huntsville.  

For Senior High Youth (9th-12th Grade) 

- 

THIS SUNDAY IS OUR MEET & GREET FOR CONFIRMATION!!! 
  

We will 
meet a

t 1
0:00am (both youth and parents)

 in
 J2E (opposite

 end of 

the hallw
ay from th

e confirmatio
n room). 

- T
his S

unday we are having a BONFIRE!!  
We are m

eetin
g at th

e Ellis
on's 

at 6
:00pm.  P

lease bring a sid
e dish

 to
 sh

are with
 th

e group (we'll 
also

 

have sm
ores!).  T

he address i
s 3

38 McVille
 Lane, H

untsv
ille

 35811. 

http://www.campmcdowell.com


 

Lewie Bates 

Lewie, along with his wife Lynn and daughter Cassidy, have been parishioners at Nativity for 

over ten years. During that time Lewie has served the church as a Lector, Lay Eucharistic 

Minister, usher, and as a member of the Youth Council. One of his most rewarding experiences 

has been assisting Father Andy with the Seekers Class over the last two years. Lewie is employed 

as an aerospace engineer with NASA at The Marshall Space Flight Center. He lives in Madison 

where he currently serves on the city Planning Commission. 

 

 

 

Amy Creech  

Amy is a life-long Episcopalian. She has been a member of the Church of the Nativity since 

2003.  She is a lector, has taught Sunday School in the Worm and currently teaches an adult 

Sunday School Class. She served as chair of the Blue Apron Welcome Committee, as a member of 

the Capital Campaign Committee and has volunteered for a number of children's ministry activities 

over the years. She and her husband, Steve, attended Cursillo in 2001 and have remained actively 

involved with that movement. Amy and Steve have two children, Bankston and Mary 

Maddox.  She is a partner in the law firm of Rhodes & Creech.  

 

Lou Durnya 

Lou and his wife, Beth, have two children, Cameron and Sarah. Lou has attended Nativity for over 

28 years and has served a partial term on the vestry after the death of member Jeanne McCown. 

He has served on several stewardship campaigns, is an usher, and attends the Wednesday morning 

men's Bible study. Lou retired from Marshall Space Flight Center in 2010 and is a retired Army 

Reserve Colonel. He has been active in the Historic Huntsville Foundation, Harrison Brother's 

Hardware, and the Kiwanis Club. He is a former president of the North Alabama Chapter of the  

Federal Bar Association. He has attended executive programs at Harvard and the Brookings 

Institution. 

 

Michele Hunter 

Michele and her husband, Ross, have three children who have all served as acolytes at Nativity. 

Harrison is now a freshman at Davidson and Windham and Katherine are students at Randolph. 

Michele has taught Sunday School, been co-chair of the Bazaar, and  co-chair of the Parish Life 

Committee. She has chaired the Huntsville-Madison County Library Foundation board, is active at 

Randolph School, and has served on the Huntsville Museum of Art Gala Committee. 

 

 

Mike Innes  

Mike has been an Episcopalian for 35 years. He has been a lector, Stephen Minister, served on the 

Outreach Committee and the Blue Apron Ministry. He is a member of the Huntsville Downtown 

Rotary Club (Paul Harris Fellow) and is the incoming president for the Huntsville Estate Planning 

Council and is a volunteer at the Huntsville Family Foundation. Mike holds B.S. and Masters in 

Marketing from the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. He holds several professional designations 

for 34 years in insurance and tax planning services. Mike and his wife Laura have three daughters. 

 

 

Stacy Moon 

Stacy is an attorney at Fees & Burgess P.C. She and her husband, Buddy,  were married in 2002 and 

have been members of Nativity since 2005. Stacy sings in the choir and has served on the 

Stewardship Committee. She is also involved in a number of community activities, including The 

Connect Huntsville Alumni Association, The Defense Research Institute, and the March of Dimes. 

She is currently organizing the annual Dog Trot, a 5K to benefit Therapy Partners, an organization 

that sponsors pet visits to hospitals, schools, and nursing homes. 

 

 

Vestry Nominations Slate for 2013 to be presented Annual Parish Meeting, November 4, 10:00 am 



 

Youth Ministry Renovation - What’s Happening Now? 
Last month over seventy students, parents, and staff participated in listening sessions with Youth Ministry Architects. This was a 

great turnout that gave the consultants valuable feedback to compile their assessment. That Saturday following the listening 

sessions a group of about twenty-five students, parents, and staff gathered to hear the final report. The findings and 

recommendations given to us are now available on Nativity’s webpage and copies are also available in the parish office.  
 

On a personal note, I was pleasantly surprised when Fr. Andy’s sermon the following Sunday (Sept. 23), clearly named youth 

ministry as a new top priority of the parish. You can listen to Fr. Andy’s from a link on the website. With the full support of the 

rector, vestry, and parents I feel like Nativity is uniquely situated to experience a renovation of our student ministry. It feels to 

me as if we are experiencing a momentum shift where we are now ready to invest time, talents, and money into our youth 

ministry. This is an exciting time for parents, students, grandparents, and anyone who is a stakeholder in our youth ministry.  
 

The question many people have asked now that we have done this consultation is, “Where do we go from here?” Helpfully, the 

assessment given to us by YMA includes a timeline, which will act as a helpful guide on our path to implement their 

recommendations. Each month it is my goal to give a brief update on “what’s happening now” with our youth ministry 

renovation here at Nativity. So, what’s happening now? 

· A five member Youth Ministry Renovation Team is actively being recruited, and a portion of this team has already begun 

regular meetings. This group is tasked with addressing specific “pressure points” (which were identified in the report), 

setting measurable markers of effectiveness, building infrastructure for sustainability and stability, as well as developing new 

strategies and new initiatives. The finalized list of team members will be announced soon. 

· The youth confirmation program is experiencing an overhaul: we are shifting to a model that includes two youth 

confirmation coordinators, along with a rotating team of committed and passionate teachers. This includes more direct 

involvement and teaching from the parish clergy.  

· A close look is being taken at our current youth meeting spaces. The youth confirmation room is being painted and updated. 

We are also gathering a detailed plan of how to better utilize the space currently used by the Club 5/6 and Jr. High rooms. 

That space is pretty shabby, and is in urgent need of updating.  

· The vestry has been presented with (and in November will vote whether to endorse) the 36-month infrastructure-building 

plan provided by Youth Ministry Architects.  

· We will continue to work periodically with Youth Ministry Architects to help implement their recommendations and 

timeline.  

· Our youth & children are a great gift to this parish, and this is their church, too. Please join us as we renovate and revision 

our student ministry as a hallmark priority of our church.  
 

Grace & peace, 

 

MORE BAZAAR NEWS 
Our Biggest fundraiser within the Bazaar is the BAKE SALE/FROZEN GOODS. 
We depend on our parishioners for these many treats. Your contributions are 
appreciated. Please contact Emily Rodgers (256-653-9903) or Louise Applegate 
(256-534-9678) or sign-up on Sundays in Ridley Hall. If you prefer not to cook, 
we also accept CASH DONATIONS! Proceeds go to Oscar Mason Library, CAJA
(Court Appointed Juvenile Advocacy), and needs within the church guilds.   
 

 THIS IS A LONG-TIME TRADITION  
AMONGST THE WOMEN IN OUR CHURCH.   

A TRADITION OF FELLOWSHIP, LOVE, AND OUTREACH.   
WE INVITE ALL TO BE A PART OF OUR TRADITION!! 

http://www.nativity.dioala.org/Sunday%20Morning/Sermons.html


 

We pray for those who are ill or recovering:  

Victor Hornella, Elaine Wood, Leigh Wahl, James Graham, Peggy Hutchens, Genie Adams, Fred Adair, 

Helen Tracy, Phyllis Lawson, Dot Kitchens, Elsie Olsen, Joy Gass, Emile Joffrion, John, Nancy Kelly.  

 

We pray for those deployed/serving with the: 

Military: Afghanistan: Lane Sampson-Jackson, Bahrain: Jonathan Serwecki 

Peace Corps: The Gambia, W Africa: Marisa Benzle 

 

We pray for the departed:  

Elizabeth Cozby, mother of Robin Cozby 

McKinley Jones, uncle of Debbie Collette 

Mary Rogers, sister-in-law of Ronnie Rogers 

Rudi Schlidt, parishioner 

Will Nolan, son-in-law of Kakki & J.R. Brooks 

 

 

We pray for Nativity Holy Land Pilgrims as they continue their journey and for their return October 26th: 

Tippy and Andy Anderson, Wyatt Blake, Mary Groff, Virginia Kobler, Tom Lydon and Michael Shipley, 

Nancy McMahon, Frances Moore, Leslie Blake DiNella, Barbara Patton, Keiko Sakatani, Susan and Ernie 

Thomas, Cheryl Watts 

INTERCESSION REQUESTS          

A. N. Owl —photo not available 

Could this be you? 

Make your photo session today! 

On-line, or sign-up on Sundays in Ridley. BE WISE and BE INCLUDED! 

11/03 Noah Landry, Tucker, McClung, Rachel Quillen 

11/04 Kathryn Banish, Neill Luther 

11/07 Anne Wilson, Caroline Knight, Bailey Benton 

11/08 Zoe Church, Rowan Cline 

11/09 Jackson Knight 

  

10/20 Amelia Rosler 

10/21 Phoebe Duncan, Windham Hunter 

10/22 Morgan Havron 

10/23 William Keener, Jacob Clute 

10/24 Jessica Deming 

10/25 Maria Caprio 

10/26 Waring Cantey 

10/29 Dylan Meyer 

10/30 Grace Molloy, Charles Warren, Mason Baggette 

10/31 William Post, Hunter Wilson 

We give thanks for birthdays of our children:          

EVEN MORE BAZAAR NEWS! 
Fried Turkeys will be available again this year! Place your pre-order ASAP! 

· $45.00 for a plain and $50.00 for a seasoned    

· NEW—Fried turkey breasts will be a new addition to the Turkey Fry   

       $20.00 for a plain one and $25.00 for a seasoned one.   

· Turkey Tickets can be purchased in Ridley Hall during all three church services or by calling Brad Hall or 

Russ Alexander.  

· Proceeds go to CAJA (Court Appointed Juvenile Advocacy) and Oscar Mason Library. 

MAKE YOUR DIRECTORY PHOTO SESSION APPOINTMENT   



 

REMINDER October 27  
10 AM—6PM “Camp Day”  
Bishop Sloan has decreed 

Saturday, October 27th, 2012 
to be the day for our First 

Annual Diocesan-wide, 
"Camp Day" at Camp 

McDowell. Sign up online 
at www.camp-day.org 

LUNCH ON THE 
GROUNDS           

$12 Adults $6 Children 
Bring your chairs or blankets 
and enjoy a delicious meal of 
Boiled Shrimp, BBQ Chicken,  
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Rolls, 

Drinks, and Ice Cream 
SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 5—6 PM 

· Live Entertainment 

· Games 

· Indoor and Outdoor  

· Football Room 

complete with 10’ x 

10’ TV Screen for 

watching the day’s 

games 

 

Questions? 

Nativity Women’s Retreat  
 February 22-23, 2013 

Registration 
Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 
Roommate request*: 
 
*double occupancy allows for the greatest 

number of women to participate 

Cost: 
 $125.00 per person* 
 *rooms w/ private bath are extra $$$ 

Accommodations: 
St. Mary’s, Sewanee, Tennessee 

*** Deadline *** 
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE 

Return your registration form & FULL pay-
ment no later than November 30, 2012 to: 

  

Church of the Nativity 
ATTN: Lane Tutt 

208 Eustis Avenue SE 
Huntsville, AL 35801 

  
 Make checks payable to:  

  Church of the Nativity  

                                  Lane 256-533-2455 or 
          256-653-7200  or 
                      ltutt@nativity-hsv.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss out… 
2nd Annual 

Trunk or Treat  
with First 

Presbyterian 
Church 

Sunday, October 
28th at 5:30 
Greene Street  
Parking Lot 

Moon Bounce,  
Hot Dogs, Costume 

Contest, &  
Trunk or Treat!  
All ages are 
welcome. 

Church of  the Nativity Pastor and Friends: 

Greetings in the Spirit of  The Power of  Present Possibilities.  

As president of  The Oscar Mason Friends of  the Library Group I want to thank you for all you do for 

our children. May you be continually blessed.  

Peace and Love,  

John “Jahni” Moore (signed) 

 



 

Forever Wild Facts: 

· The Forever Wild Land Trust, 

established by Constitutional 

Amendment in 1992 with 83% sup-

port, works to provide access for 

the public to various lands and wa-

ters for recreation while protecting 

Alabama’s most beautiful and ecol-

ogically sensitive areas – all without 
our tax dollars.   

· A broad-based and bipartisan 

coalition of businesses, conserva-

tion organizations, hunting and fish-

ing groups, and individual Alabam-

ians support Forever Wild.  It of-

fers protection to our beaches and 

rivers, fish and wildlife habitat, and 

other natural areas. 

· Forever Wild is authorized to 

secure public lands for Wildlife 

Management Areas, Recreation Ar-

eas, Nature Preserves, and State 

Parks.  More than 227,000 acres of 

land have been protected.  The cost 

of managing these lands are en-

dowed by Forever Wild at the time 

they are purchased. 

· Hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing 

and other outdoor recreation in 

Alabama has an economic impact of 

$2.2 Billion annually. 

· Many Forever Wild tracts are 

extremely popular, attracting tens 

of thousands of visitors each year.  

These visitors drive economic activ-

ity to rural areas, which is why the 

Alabama Tourism Department sup-

ports the reauthorization efforts. 

· Forever Wild can only purchase 

lands from willing sellers and has 

never paid more than the appraised 

value for the lands it has pur-

chased. 

· The availability and proximity of 

public lands for outdoor recreation 

and tourism are quality of life and 

community elements that can have 

an impact on where some businesses 

and their employees choose to lo-

cate and establish their residency.  

Organizations like the Birmingham 

Business Alliance and the Mobile 

Chamber of Commerce recognize 

these benefits and support Forever 

Wild. 

· Forever Wild receives 10% of 

the annual earnings on the Alabama 

Trust Fund, not to exceed $15 mil-

lion per year.  These funds come 

from the interest from offshore 

gas royalties.  2010 funding was $10 

million.  No tax dollars are used by 

Forever Wild. 

· Forever Wild is the most apo-

litical and noncontroversial program 

that Alabamians have ever ap-

proved, as evidenced by its support 

from the broad and bipartisan coa-

lition of almost 200 groups repre-

senting businesses – large and small, 

- outdoor enthusiasts, conservation 

organizations, chambers of com-

merce and many others. 

· Forever Wild land acquisitions 

are credited as assets of the Ala-

bama Trust Fund and improve Ala-

bama’s bond rating. 

· In addition to the many eco-

nomic and ecological benefits For-

ever Wild provides to the state of 

Alabama and its citizens, the lands 

secured by the program also offer 

hands-on educational opportunities 

to ensure that we instill an appre-

ciation for the outdoors with fu-

ture generations. 

· The work Forever Wild does to-

day helps ensure that Alabama’s 

unique outdoor heritage will still be 

around for our grandchildren and 

great grandchildren to learn from 

and enjoy. 

 

Stewardship of Creation Tip October 17, 2012 
For more information, see The Huntsville Times, Friday, Oct. 12, 2012 article by Riley Boykin Smith, 

former Ala commissioner of the Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Excerpt from a letter received from Village of Promise, 200 Pratt Ave. Suite B-2, Huntsville, Alabama 

Dear Friends, 

 Village of Promise (VoP) has completed its pilot year of programs at University Place Elementary. As we review  our 

successes, challenges and future plans, it is a good time to update our friends and investors, and sincerely thank you for 

providing the financial support that is so vital to our success._ 

 _It isn’t possible for me to tell you all that we are doing and hope to accomplish in a single letter, but our new 

website, www.villagepromise.com, is now availalbe and we hope you will visit often_ 

 _With your continued support, we can achieve our goal to break the cycle of generational provety with the children 

in our target neighborhood. 

Warmest regards, 

Bobby Bradley (signed) 

Founder and CEO 



 The Steeple October 17, 2012 

Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Ave. SE Huntsville, AL 35801 

256-533-2455 Fax: 256-533-2374 

www.nativity-hsv.org 

 

STEEPLE SCHEDULE 
The Steeple is published each 1st 

and 3rd Wednesdays. 

 To submit events or articles,  

you may bring them to Linda Wheeler 

in the church office or email:  

linda.wheeler@nativity-hsv.org  

 The deadline for the next issue 

is Monday noon, November 5. 
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  

A member of the clergy is  

on call each week. If you need 

assistance from a priest outside 

office hours, the priest on call will 

respond to your message.  

The number to call In Case of an 

Emergency Only is  256-533-7007.  

All other calls should be directed to 

church phone 256-533-2455 and 

follow the prompts to leave a 

message for a priest to respond. 

Thanks for Giving Celebration 
 

Thursday, November 1, 2012 

6 p.m. 

Huntsville Museum of  Art 
 

With guest speaker 

The Rev’d Steve Bates 
Church of  the Holy Nativity 

Panama City, Florida 

Brought up for the Priesthood by Nativity  

 

RSVP by October 25 

to RSVP@nativity-hsv.org 

or 256-533-2455 
 

Music by Microwave Dave 

Catering by Jimmy Boyce 

 
This event is sponsored by private contributions from parish donors. 

   


