
are. I’m sure many folks think of church 
going as a kind of practice in self-improve-
ment, making sure bases are covered, show-
ing up, making an effort to please God for 
the sake of a future need. But it’s not about 
that.
     All of us drink from the same source 
and are enlivened by the same spirit. None 
of what we are or have belongs to us alone. 
We are connected in ways we cannot hope 
to imagine or fully appreciate. We need a 
weekly way to acknowledge our participa-
tion in the larger life. Eating and drinking 
from the communion table reminds us of 
our participation in the life of God and our 
dependence on one another. Disconnected, 
we wither and die, like a flower pulled from 
the soil. 
     Our weekly gathering is also a celebra-
tion. We celebrate life, love, friendship, 
forgiveness, renewal, birth, death, recovery, 
growth, and all the richness of humanity. 
We celebrate because we are beloved of God 
and nothing can ever take us away from 
that love. We celebrate our common life and 
look around for the faces of those we love 
and who love us. All of us are grafted to a 
common source and belong to one another. 
     Participation and celebration, these are 
the keys to belonging to the family of God. 
So enjoy your summer and travels. Take 
time out for yourself. But remember that 
your family in God misses you. 
Peace be with you,
  Fr. Dwight

Holy Eucharist

SuNDAy

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESDAy

10 a.m. – chapel

WEDNESDAy

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Inquirer’s class

July VBS planned

Annual book sale

Episcopal softball 

Belonging to God, one another
     The daylilies in my backyard are bloom-
ing. They have had a long and difficult 
journey, thanks to my dogs. It seems the 
raised beds I made for the flowers were just 
perfect for a napping place, and for a little 
digging. At first I tried a tent of chicken 
wire only to discover that my Labradoodles 
had no trouble mashing it down and laying 
on top of it. Eventually I had to put a stron-
ger wrought aluminum cover over the beds. 
That seems to have worked. The daylilies 
are coming up in unexpected places, being 
rearranged by Sophie and Chloe, but they 
are coming up nevertheless. I don’t know 
if my flowers are aware of the struggle. I’m 
fairly certain they do not know how beauti-
ful they are now, or how much effort has 
gone into their life. They drink from the 
soil and bask in the sun and bloom. 
     We all have our story of our struggles 
and the events and obstacles that have af-
fected our lives. We are often unaware of 
the efforts others have made on our behalf, 
or of the anticipation that our creator has 
as we grow toward full bloom. We think of 
ourselves as individuals, contained within 
our selves, daily directing our destiny. We 
forget the myriad ways we are dependent 
on forces beyond our control, on fragile 
relationships, on the complex interweaving 
of resources that keeps us alive.
     Many Sundays I look out on the congre-
gation and miss a face or two, folks who are 
out of town or just drifting. I’m sure they 
do not think that they are missed. But they 
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THE LESSONS

JUNE 3
Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

JUNE 10
2nd Sunday
after Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 
16-20, (11:14-15)
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

JUNE 17
3rd Sunday
after Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 
(11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

JUNE 24
4th Sunday
after Pentecost
1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 
19-23), 32-49
Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41
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     The Outreach Committee is working 
to compile a Parish Resource List for use 
by the Outreach Office at the church. The 
group is looking for members of the parish 
who are willing to donate skills and servic-
es to assist persons in need, in our parish 
and community. Skills and services can in-
clude any number of things – from dentists 
willing to provide checkups for those in 
need, to lawyers who can provide legal ad-
vice or assistance with documents, to cooks 
willing to make a hot meal for someone. 
The list will be kept by the committee and a 
committee member will call parishioners if 
a particular service is requested. No names 
will be given out and no services will be of-
fered until an Outreach Committee member 

Outreach compiling resource list

     The Resource Development commit-
tee, formerly known as Stewardship, will 
host the June banner lunch and meeting on 
Sunday, June 17. They plan to serve ham-
burgers and hotdogs, and invite monetary 
contributions as well as sides and desserts.  
Banner Sundays are the third Sunday of 
each month, providing a time for extended 
fellowship, and engagement in the minis-
tries of the church. The meetings are a time 

for St. John’s six core committees to come 
together for planning and execution of a 
variety of programs and activities through-
out the parish. The six core committees are 
Christian Formation, Hospitality, Resource 
Development, Outreach, Pastoral Care, and 
Worship. All are welcome to come for the 
lunch, and join in any of the committee 
discussions, even if you have not previously 
participated.   

has spoken with the volunteering parish-
ioner about a particular request. There is 
no commitment. We simply want to put 
together a list of those willing to help when 
needed. Please contact Suellen Day (suel-
len.day@cox.net) or Brad Wilson (bbwil-
son@me.com) or call the church office if 
you are willing to be added to this resource 
list for particular skills or services.

Inquirer’s Class Begins Soon
The next session of St. John’s Inquirer’s 
Class will begin on Wednesday, June 13 at 
7 p.m. (following the 6:30 p.m. Eucharist). 
The class is for anyone interested in deep-
ening their knowledge of the Episcopal 
Church, and especially those who wish to 
be confirmed at St. John’s. The class will be 
a discussion-based look at what it means to 
be an Episcopalian in today’s world, and in 
the context of the broader Church’s history. 
Brad Wilson will facilitate the class, and all 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Children’s chapel takes break
Children’s Chapel is taking a break and will 
resume on Aug. 19. During the break, a 
new liturgy will be written for the service;  
a new list of volunteers is also being cre-
ated to help with our young ones. If you 
are interested in being one of the helpers, 
please contact Pam Brown. The hope is that 
there will be enough volunteers to make a 
rotating schedule. you may e-mail Pam at 
pamitajbrown@gmail.com, or contact her 
at 831-7244.

S av e  t h e  dat e

St. John’s
vacation

Bible School
July 23-27 • 6-8 p.m.

Pre-K through 7th grade
Led by Cathy and Matt Wilson

‘New’ committee to host Banner Sunday

✳

✳ ✳

✳

✳
✳

✳

✳

✳

✳

✳

✳
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Annual book sale coming June 2-3

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
June 3  Jerry Goodrich, Libby Gillett  
June 4  Sara Leader, Rebekah Clayton, Dakotah 
     Robinson, Andrew Kelly, Emma Kelly  
June 6  Nancy Haynes, Ann Powell
June 7  Anne Masters, Carol Terry 
June 8  Paul Riley, Catherine Lewis  
June 9  John Schaefer, Steve Warren, 
     Leland Neubauer, Ki Busby
June 11  Matthew Wilson  
June 12  Mary Allen, Bill Wallace, J.C. Wallace, 
     Perry White, Zachary White, Jonathan Cody
June 13  Ben Odom, Lindsay Bolino 
June 14  Jean Ladner
June 15  Bill Stone, Melinda Blackman
June 16  Dick Steed
June 17  Judy Smith, Torsten Ekadis 

June 18  Adam Stachmus, Rhonda McKinsey 
June 19  Katelyn Deaton  
June 20  Kristen Hall  
June 21  Mason Crook  
June 22  Donna King, Tom Gibson, 
     Geoffrey Blackman, Katie Fitzgerald Stevenson, 
     William Nollert  
June 23  Sandra Whalen  
June 24  Lee Smith
June 25  Casey Wilson, Kelsey Bennett  
June 26  Dorothy Klippell, Linn Potter, 
     David Schones, Elliott Greenlee 
June 27  Carolyn Fiore, Evan Corkill
June 28  John Beall, Byron Jackson, Doug Brecht  
June 29  ulli Nollert, Pam Henry, Robert Smith, 
     John Robertson
June 30  Amelia Andre, Tom Stidham, 
     Chris Brown

     Spring cleaning? Then start by going 
through your bookshelves to see if there 
are some books you can live without, 
and donate them to the St. John’s library 
for our annual book sale which will be 
held on Saturday, June 2, from 8 a.m. 
to noon, and Sunday, June 3, from 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Please bring all dona-
tions to the church library, preferably in 
a bag or box, marked “church book sale.” 

you can place them by the card catalog. 
In addition to books, you may donate 
DVDs, videos, albums, cassettes, and 
magazines. 
     If you would like to volunteer for the 
book sale, help is needed with set up, 
sales on Saturday and Sunday, and take 
down. Call Anne Harris if you have ques-
tions about volunteering or donations: 
329-8739.

    Can you already hear the roar of 85,000, 
along with the fight song? Football season 
will be here before we know it. Our re-
served parking system is more popular than 
ever. This year, a reserved space for the 
season will increase to $150. 
     Why the large increase? The youth 
group will raise money this year to pur-
chase a new church vehicle and we will use 
the additional revenue raised from reserved 
parking as part of that. Additionally, foot-
ball parking is the sole source of funding 
for the youth group. Sixty percent of the 
proceeds go to the youth program, and forty 

percent is reserved for scholarships for kids 
that help park at game days. They use this 
money for summer camp, other diocesan 
activities, and to go on our youth trips. The 
sixty percent is used for Sunday activities, 
trips, outreach, Watonga Vacation Bible 
School, and costly vehicle repairs (hence 
the need for a new vehicle). 
     The youth group anticipates the cost for 
reserved parking to go back down next year, 
and hopes you will support the program 
this year! To reserve your season parking 
space, please e-mail:
     courtney@episcopalnorman  

Reserve your parking for Ou football

Women’s
Summer Lunch 
The Episcopal Church 
Women will meet for an-
other summer luncheon 
on June 13 at “On The 
Border.”  We will meet 
at 11:30 a.m. for fun, fall 
planning, good Mexican 
fare and fellowship. 
Need a ride or direc-
tions? Call Evelyn Bibens 
at 329-7509. She would 
love to give you a ride. 

Clean out 
your closets!
It’s time to start thinking 
about the ECW Sum-
mer Rummage Sale! 
The women will have 
the sale in the parish 
hall, June 29-30, and 
you may start putting 
items in Room 12 of 
the church now. If you 
need someone to pick 
up items, we are happy 
to come around with 
a truck. Just call Evelyn 
Bibens at 329- 7509 
or Juanitta Goins at 
831-5622. Start clean-
ing out your closets and 
garages for a successful 
sale again this year. All 
the proceeds will go 
toward the purchase of 
a new parish van!
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Sundays   

7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 

5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall

Tuesdays   

10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons

Wednesdays   

6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

Thursdays   

7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMING uP AT ST. JOHN’S
June 6 – Resurrection Memorial, 12:10 p.m.

June 13 – ECW “Ladies Day Out,” p. 3,

     Inquirer’s class begins, p. 2

June 17 – Honor Sunday, p. 2

June 2-3 – Annual Book Sale, p. 3

June 29-30 – ECW Rummage Sale, p. 3

July 23-27 – Vacation Bible School, p. 2

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SOFTBALL TEAM FORMING
Adult Co-ed Episcopal Softball League for OKC metro area 

Is enough interest to build a team each for St. John’s and St. Michael’s or if we need 
to combine both to make a team? The league is trying to start up for June 24, with 
games on Sunday evenings. Practice is optional – only if the team decides they want 
to do that (many of the teams in the past leagues have not).  

	 •	Safety-first	rules,	i.e.,	among	other	rules,	there	is	no	sliding	and	you	may	
run past the 2nd and 3rd base (you don’t have to stop on the base).

	 •	Every	team	will	secure	a	home	field	and	the	visitors	will	travel	to	that	field.		
This could mean that you will travel as far as Edmond for St. Mary’s or All Souls in 
north OKC or St. Christopher’s in Midwest City. 

	 •	Refreshments	are	encouraged,	whatever	fits	in	an	ice	chest.

	 •	On	Facebook:		www.facebook.com/CoEdEpiscopalSoftballLeague

 INTERESTED?  Please contact owen@mills.net


