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Four rare Tiffany stained glass windows have a new 
home: the Cincinnati Art Museum will unveil them this 
month as part of a new and permanent exhibit. 

The windows, badly in need of repair and conservation, 
were removed in 2010 from the former St. Michaels & All 
Angels church in Avondale and sold to the art museum. 
Proceeds supported the founding of a community ministry 
that is now housed at the Avondale facility. Gabriel’s Place 
seeks to encourage community-based enterprise. The urban 

center operates a community garden and kitchen, as well as 
a hoop house that provides fish and fresh produce for local 
businesses and residents. 

“Gabriel’s Place is a gem in the middle of Avondale,” 
said the Rev. Canon Anne Reed, canon for mission for the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio. “The ministry began with col-
laboration among 10 community partners, and that partner-
ship is growing every week. The remaining stained glass 
windows in the former church building remind us of the 
sense of the sacred as Gabriel’s Place continues to grow as a 

st. simeon 
st. Anna:  
Honors courage, 

conviction of elders
The Affirmative Aging Commission and the 

Diocese of Southern Ohio celebrated the induc-
tion of eight new members into the Society of 
St. Simeon and St. Anna with a Eucharist and 
luncheon at the Procter Center on April 18.

Seeking nominations from each deanery, 
the Affirmative Aging Commission honors 
those chosen by the deaner-
ies who display exem-
plary Christian ministry 
throughout their lives. 
Inductees must be 
at least 60 years of 
age and have been an 
Episcopalian for 15 
years or more. 

The society began in 
the mid-1990s at the urging 
of the Rev. Theorphlis Borden. 
A deacon, she had witnessed in the 
Diocese of Alaska the importance of honoring 
the community elders. 

With myriad challenges facing congregations 
today, the church needs the wisdom and the 
conviction of its elders, said Bishop Thomas E. 
Breidenthal. 

“The older we get, the more God is insisting 
we take risks, to be more available to our neigh-
bors, to be more courageous …” said the bish-
op. The church needs elders to challenge and 
encourage, to prod people onto uncharted paths. 
To do otherwise, he said, “is to risk death.”

The bishop closed his sermon by offering 
gratitude for the years of ministry and dedica-
tion offered by the inductees and members of 
the Society of St. Simeon and St. Anna.

“We need you, and we thank you for your 
courage, your witness and your openness to the 
Holy Spirit.”

–  Julie Murray & Richelle Thompson

Tiffany
wiNdows 

New Light, LiFe For  

An angel is depicted in one of four Tiffany stained glass windows in a new permanent exhibit at the Cincinnati Art Museum.  
Photo by Julie Murray

Please see TIFFaNY, Page 14
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Hail thee, festival day! On Easter 
Sunday, everything is over the top. The 
music soars, the organ is accompanied by 
trumpets and tympani, there are flowers 
everywhere, and sweet incense fills the 
air. And there are more people than usual: 
those who are sure in their hearts that Jesus 
is risen, and those who are not so sure; 
those who attend every Sunday and those 
who are in church because it’s Easter and 
that’s what you do. 

How can we live into all this? How do 
we expand to fill this space, worn down 
and jaded as we probably are by the anxi-
eties and atheism of our time? How do we 
stir up an ardor that is the objective cor-
relative to what we are saying and singing? 
How do we bring the fullness of ourselves 
before God and one another, so that Christ, 
crucified and risen, whose presence we 
invoke in solemn assembly, may find in 
us hearts already oriented toward him and 
available to him?

I want to draw our attention to Mary 
Magdalene, first witness of the resurrec-
tion, and the first apostle, that is, the first 
person sent and commissioned by the risen 
Christ to witness to his rising from the 
dead. She is a model and an example for 
us, whether we are far advanced on our 
spiritual journey or at the very beginning.

First, let me clear up a common miscon-
ception about Mary Magdalene. From ear-
liest times, she was revered as a prominent 
follower of Jesus, whom, as Luke’s Gospel 
tells us, he had healed of seven demons. 
The Eastern Orthodox still call her the first 
apostle. But in the west, as time passed, 
the story developed that she had been a 
prostitute, and she began to be depicted in 
art as a repentant sex worker still given to 
excesses of passion. I would not say for 
a moment that a prostitute might not go 
ahead of us into the kingdom of God, but, 
quite apart from Jesus’ special love for the 
marginalized, there is nothing in the Bible 
or in the early tradition to suggest that 
Mary Magdalene was a prostitute. I con-
clude that the agenda has been to defame 
her, lest she provide too powerful a model 
of women with as much or more authority 
as Peter.

That said, I present Mary of Magdala 
to you as a great spiritual ancestor whose 
story can bring us all closer to faith. In 
the Gospel of John, Mary is frantically 
looking for the body of Jesus. After Peter 
has made his inspection of the tomb, she 
peers into it and sees two angels who ask 
her why she is weeping. She tells them 
that her Lord has been taken, and she does 
not know where his body is now. Turning 
around, she sees Jesus, but assuming him 

to be the gardener 
she asks him if he 
has removed Jesus’ 
body to another 
place. If so, she will 
go and retrieve it.

I wonder if you 
are as struck as I am 
by her single-mind-
ed determination to 
find and retrieve the 
body of Jesus. To 
begin with, it does 

not occur to her, anymore than it occurred 
to Peter, that the empty tomb means Jesus’ 
resurrection. They both assume that the 
body has been stolen. But Peter, perhaps 
undone by this final blow, simply goes 
back where the other disciples are holed 
up. Not so with Mary. She is persistent 
and fierce about protecting what is left 
of Jesus. She is so focused on this that 
it doesn’t seem to faze her that she is 
having a conversation with angels in the 
tomb. And when she sees Jesus, whom she 
mistakes for the gardener (a fascinating 
mistake, but that is another sermon), she 
says she’ll go and get the body of Jesus if 
he will tell her where it is. Her passionate 
determination fills her mind and heart.

Lancelot Andrewes, in an Easter Sermon 
preached before the king in 1620, draws 
our attention to Mary’s ardor. Commenting 
on her words, “if you let me where you 
have laid him, I will take him away,” he 
says: “Him, him him! And never names 
him or tells who he is. This is ... an irregu-
lar speech, but love’s own dialect. Him is 
enough with love -- who knows not who 
that is? It supposes everybody, all the 
world, bound to take notice of him whom 
we look for, only by saying ‘Him’, though 
we never tell his name, nor say a word 
more.” He also notes this other indication 
of ardor: she says she will take the body 
away if he shows her where it is. “Alas, 
poor woman, she [would not] be able to 
lift him (it takes two or three people to 
carry a corpse).”

 What can we learn from Mary’s deter-
mination to get Jesus’ body back? Surely 
we can identify with her grief, and how 
grief now defines her life. We all bring 
personal losses and disappointments to 
the table. Most of us have not had to cope 
with the anguish of an unretrieved body, 
although some may live with that pain.

But there is not a one of us who is not 
passionate about a cause that seems to be 
lost, a vision that will never be realized. 
Those in the generation of my daughters 
have grown up with the heartache of glob-
al warming, the crossing of a line from 

which there may be no going back. Many 
in my own generation mourn the loss of a 
political culture that values mutual respect 
and compromise.

As for the church, the list of losses is 
almost too painful to recite: the dead-
slow pace of ecumenical dialogue; soci-
ety’s general assumption that “Christian” 
means fundamentalism and exclusivity; 
the benign neglect of a surrounding culture 
that does not take the question of God seri-
ously and therefore cares very little about 
what we have to say. Add to this the pain of 
a lost generation for the church: gen-Xers 
and millennials are few and far between 
in the mainline denominations. Some of 
them would be happy if they could find 
and honor the church as the dead body of 
Christ, but they cannot find even that.

Now that I’ve brought you thoroughly 
out of Easter mode, let’s begin to work our 
way back. Mary Magdalene will show us 
the way. Like her, whatever precious body 
we mourn for, we must not relinquish our 
claim on its recovery, if only to give it a 
proper burial.

This is in large part the sentiment that 
fuels passion about Trayvon Martin. 
Among our elders in the civil rights move-
ment, there is the weary sense that rac-
ism is incorrigible, but the determination 
not to let the demand for an end to racism 
die without a proper acknowledgement. 
Like Mary they are saying, “Tell me where 
the body is, and I will take it away.” In 
much the same way, many young adults in 
this diocese have told me they are afraid 
for the body of this planet, but they are not 
willing to give up on caring for it as far as 
they are able.

In these and so many other instances, 
we see the same vigorous loyalty to people 
and ideas that we see in Mary Magdalene 
– what I have called ardor, which literally 
means a burning and brilliant flame. Even 
when what we think best and love most 
seems hopeless or no longer possible, we 
must remain ardent, on fire for it, how-
ever painful that may be. Why? Because 
without ardor, our hearts grow hard and 
we become more and more unavailable to 
God and to our neighbor.

I don’t know if Mary’s ardor made it 
easier for her to hear Jesus when he called 
her by name. It may be that with the gentle 
humor that often meets us in the Bible, 
there is a hint here that if Mary had not 
been so intent on retrieving Jesus’ body, 
she would have noticed that the man she 
was talking to was Jesus himself.

However that may be, it is Jesus who 
takes the initiative to break through Mary’s 
preconceptions and, at one stroke, to cast 

her entire situation in a new light. But it 
is her ardor, her single-heartedness, that 
makes it possible for her immediately and 
without hesitation to turn the whole force 
of her person in the direction of his living 
presence. The heart that continues to cher-
ish what is good, even when what is good 
seems dying or dead, is the heart that will 
be able to notice and respond to goodness 
emerging alive again in an unexpected 
place. Indeed, since we have the benefit 
of Mary’s witness, we should be actively 
keeping our eyes and ears open for evi-
dences of grace subversively at work in 
our lives and our communities.

And so to the last movement of the story. 
Jesus tells Mary not to touch him, because 
he has not yet gone up to the Father. This 
has always struck me as a strange thing for 
Jesus to say, since surely if he had not yet 
gone on to a new mode of being, it would 
have been perfectly all right for Mary to 
touch him. But Jesus seems to be saying 
that he is transitioning to a mode in which 
he will be much more available to her per-
sonally -- and not just to her, but to every-
one. As he said earlier to his disciples, 
“when I am lifted up, I will draw all people 
to myself.” In any case, Jesus is not letting 
Mary have him to herself. In fact, he sends 
her away to tell the other disciples what 
she has seen and heard.

There is an obvious lesson here for 
those who already know Christ. We don’t 
get to have Jesus to ourselves. To the 
extent that we know him, we are sent as 
apostles to make him known to others. 
But what if we are not sure we know him? 
What if, despite our ardor for the good, we 
have not heard our name called and do not 
know we stand in the presence of God’s 
victorious Word? How then can the call to 
witness apply to us?

In answer to that question, I am going 
to tell two stories, one flip, one serious. 
The flip one is about Bishop Pike, who 
was the bishop of California from 1958 to 
1966. He was an outspoken questioner of 
just about every classic Christian doctrine, 
including the resurrection. During a ser-
vice at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, 
a reporter noticed him singing the Nicene 
Creed with gusto, and asked him after-
wards what that was about. Bishop Pike 
responded: “I can believe anything if I 
am singing it.” As someone who loves to 
sing, I get that. Singing allows us to take 
on others’ words and make them our own, 
without being bound to them, because 
there is a sense in which our singing voice 
is more than our own voice. Now Pike was 
being facetious. But he was pointing to an 
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important spiritual reality: whether or not we are singing, we can 
try on faith, and see where that experiment takes us.

This relates to the more serious story, which is about John 
Wesley, the 18th-century founder of the Methodist movement. As 
a young priest of the Church of England, he had sailed to the new 
American colony of Georgia to develop a parish in Savannah and 
minister to native Americans. He failed miserably. On his lonely 
way back to England, he confided to a Moravian minister that he 
had lost his faith. The Moravian’s reply changed Wesley’s life: 
“Preach faith until you have it.”  This was not an invitation to 
hypocrisy. Rather, it was a charge to keep encouraging others to 
be open to the reality of God in their lives, and so to see how God 
could be at work in Wesley’s life, even through his failure.

All of which is to say, if we are people of good will who long 
to believe in God, or who admire Jesus but cannot believe he rose 
from the dead, it will do us no harm to try it on, and to encourage 
others to try on faith in the resurrection.

The worst thing that can happen is that nothing will happen. But 
that is not what Mary Magdalene would predict. If, out of your 
ardor for justice and beauty, you try on faith in Jesus, you will find 
yourself, one way or another, being called by name.

He is risen. Let your ardor bring you, with all you are and all 
you have, into his service, whatever that may be.

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal preached this sermon at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Easter Sunday. 

Strengthening healthy congregations
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This Easter season, the three churches of the I-75 corridor celebrated 
together. 

The collaboration of Trinity, Troy; St. James, Piqua; and St. Mark’s, 
Sidney was a true celebration of fellowship and an opportunity to affirm 
that we are one church, even if we are in three different locations. 

 Maundy Thursday services were held at Trinity in Troy. The evening 
began with an agape dinner served in the sanctuary. This was followed 
by the washing of the feet at one of three stations. The Rev. Aaron 
Gerlach of St. Mark’s, Sidney, preached the homily. The service ended 
with the stripping of Trinity’s altar.

 Good friday service was held at St. James in Piqua. The service began 
and ended in reverent silence. Readings included a reading of the Passion 
according to John. The sermon was given by the Rev. Judith doran, Trinity. 

St. Mark’s, Sidney, hosted the Easter vigil on Saturday. The service 
began outside with a symbolic lighting of the fire, which is then used to 
light the Paschal candle. Then participants processed into the church in 
darkness. The service included a children’s sermon given by doran and 
the homily by the Rev. Jeffrey Bessler of St. James, as well as a baptism 
of a young man from Trinity. Christ’s resurrection was celebrated with 
noise-makers. The service was followed by fellowship and food. 

Stations of the Cross were on display around the church. These paint-
ings had been created by a local artist from Piqua who is losing her 
sight. The local newspaper chronicled the artwork in a story on Holy 
Saturday. 

Attending all three services provided interesting contrasts in worship 
space and style. for instance, Trinity, Troy featured a more modern 
church in the round while St. James, Piqua offered a sense of the tra-

ditional, stained glass atmosphere. It was an opportunity to share the 
fellowship of our similarities as Christians and Episcopalians but also to 
rejoice and enjoy the things that make each church unique. 

This practice began two years ago when St. James and Trinity agreed 
to share the Saturday night Easter vigil service and rotate locations. This 
year, we were fortunate to expand our shared Easter celebration to all 
three nights and to include St. Mark’s.   

Combining services, witnessing in unity

Priests from the I-75 corridor participate in shared services for Easter worship. 

The Lord is risen indeed
A parishioner of St. Paul’s, Chillicothe, helps “flower the cross,” a tradition 
of transforming the empty cross into an organic, multi-colored festival of 
new life. Photo by Gail Taylor
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Judy Held, St. Peter’s, Delaware
Judy Held has ministered faithfully as a medical doctor. Now retired, she has served 

people with addictions, goes on medical missions and gladly serves in medical emergencies. 
Through Kairos Outside, she has worked with spouses and significant others of those incar-
cerated and is currently on a Kairos Inside team, extending knowledge and love of Jesus to 
inmates. 

Held is a loyal choir member and a person of fervent prayer. She is an associate of the 
Community of the Transfiguration and is responsible for assigning Eucharistic visitors at 
St. Peter’s. She is currently deepening her faith walk and completing her second year of 
Education for Ministry. She is always ready to volunteer for projects that emulate Jesus, 
working with poor and burdened people.

Michael Williard Kilbourne, St. Alban’s, Bexley
Michael Williard Kilbourne has a long history of service to St. Alban’s, which he 

has attended since he was 3 years old. He’s done just about everything at the church—
serving as an acolyte as a youngster, and as an adult, as usher, vestry member, senior 
warden (twice) and chair 
of the search committee. 
In addition to faithful 
attendance at Sunday lit-
urgy with his wife Nancy, 
Kilbourne participates 
in the Foyer Fellowship, 
Thursday Bible study, 
adult education opportu-
nities and visits an elderly 
parishioner who has a 
hard time driving.

Kilbourne is quiet and 
holds back his ideas so 
that others can have a 
chance to speak. When 
he does speak, his ideas 
are creative and cogent. 
He reflects deeply upon 
Scripture and on his faith. 
He has never limited his 
service to the church, currently serving as president of the Bexley Library Board, a 
board on which he has served faithfully for more than 30 years. He is also a member of 
the Bexley-Whitehall Rotary Club. Kilbourne is a living example of a disciple, some-
one who cares about those around him, loves life, and loves to continue learning and to 
try new experiences. He is open and willing and seeks ways to serve and care for others. 
Everyone who knows him in the parish knows that he is utterly trustworthy and faithful, 
one who has sought year by year to follow Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.

Betty “B.B.” McCollum   
St. Paul’s, Oakwood

Betty McCollum, known to her friends as B.B., 
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. She represents 
the highest example of Christian witness to her 
church by her outstanding service to St. Paul’s and 
the larger community. She actively seeks knowledge 
and service to the aging as she is a member of the 
development committee for Canterbury Court and 
knits with the ladies of Canterbury Court weekly. 
She is a positive role model for aging, as she dis-
plays wit, humor and commitment.

Her activities at St Paul’s are numerous. She is 
a faithful and conscientious Stephen Minister and 
Eucharistic visitor and serves as the director of 
Eucharistic visitor ministry. She is also a member of 
the Altar Guild, prayer shawl ministry, cooking and 
caring ministry and book club.

Johnny Morse, Christ Church, Springfield
Johnny Morse is a living witness to the Gospel in his compassion for those who are 

hungry or in other need, and his willingness to act on his compassion to make a dif-
ference. At age 89, Morse continues to live a life of outstanding service to the church.  
He recently resigned as treasurer of Christ Church after serving in that capacity for 10 
years.  He has served as junior warden numerous times and even now is always work-
ing around the church, fixing that which is broken.  His ministry is vital to the work of 
the food pantry. He continues to shop 
for the pantry each week, a shopping 
trip that typically involves two shop-
ping carts' worth of groceries. Morse 
has served as a diocesan convention 
delegate from Christ Church and helps 
out at all times and in all places as he 
is able. He was instrumental in getting 
Christ Church involved with Interfaith 
Hospitality Network in the early 1990s 
when it was formed in Clark County.  
In the community, he has been involved 
with the Warder Literacy Center, which 
provides tutoring for adults, and has 
worked with Christ Church’s partner 
elementary school, Horace Mann.

Morse is faithful in corporate worship (a dedicated 8 o’clocker), is active in the out-
reach ministry team and is generous beyond measure with his time and treasure. He is 
a model of cheerful and compassionate engagement with the Gospel and a wonderful 
example of the “wisdom, experience, maturity and achievements of older persons in the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio.”  He carries the wisdom of his years with grace and humility, 
along with a good dose of humor.  

§

§



Elizabeth “Libby” McKeever Ross 
St. Alban’s, Bexley

Libby Ross has had a long life of devoted service to 
her church and its mission.  Over the last 70 years, she 
has been active in the Women’s Guild, the Altar Guild 
and the vestry.  Significantly, she was the first female 
junior warden and the first female senior warden of St. 
Alban’s. As a young wife and mother, she brought her tal-
ents as a singer to the choir and remained a choir member 
for many decades.  By the 1950s, she was directing the 
children’s choir.  One of those children who had dearly 

longed to sing in a choir noted decades later, “Mrs. Ross worked with all the children God brought 
to her, not just those who could carry a tune. This was the only choir group in which I was ever 
permitted to participate.” 

St. Alban’s was not the only place that Ross was the first woman formally to assume responsi-
bilities. In 1968, she became one of the first women members of the Columbus Museum of Art’s 
board of trustees, and in 1975 became the first woman board president.  She has also served on the 
committees on collections and as chair of the development committee, and is a founding member of 
the museum’s Women’s Board. Whether leading her family, her church, or community institutions, 
she brings calmness and an insightfulness that forward that group or organization.  Her actions are 
always in support of bettering the lives of people. Well into her 90s, she has both the appearance and 
energy of a much younger woman and is an inspiration to all women. Despite the inevitable chal-
lenges of aging, Ross is very active, has a positive outlook on life and remains an active participant 
in numerous activities and in family life.

§

Hobart J. “Joe” Wiseman, Christ Church, Ironton
Joe Wiseman has been a member of the Episcopal Church since his marriage to his late wife Jean. They married 60 years ago after his graduation from the Naval Academy. Wiseman 

served as a naval commander of the nuclear submarine, Tusk, often serving away from home for a year at a time. When he and Jean retired to the Ironton area, they became active members 
of Christ Church. 

Since arriving at the church nearly 40 years ago, Wiseman has served as senior warden, junior warden, choir member and presently as treasurer. He has coordinated the Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper for years, taken care of any number of small projects and still makes the coffee for coffee hour every single week. Wiseman is faithful in worship and attends study groups as he is able. 

In addition to his work for the parish, Wiseman is still very active in clubs and organizations – and served as president of many. He is very active in the Lions Club and regularly collects 
eyeglasses from members of the congregation for the club. Wiseman still works every night for three weeks during the Halloween season at the Lions major fundraiser, the Haunted Tunnel. 
And even though the nights during Halloween are late, Wiseman is still in his third row pew on Sunday morning. 

Wiseman has served as a mentor and role model for many boys in the congregation, and currently is a very special friend to Charlie, a 12-year-old parishioner of Christ Church. The back wall 
of Christ Church has a very large stained glass window of Jesus welcoming the children. Wiseman has lived out that image in his life with young men, who like Charlie, simply call him Joe.
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Donald Richard Welti  
St. Stephen’s, Cincinnati

Donald Welti has been a member of St. Stephen’s since 1973. During 
his decades at St. Stephen’s, Welti has served as both senior and junior 
wardens, a member of vestry and a convention delegate and has served on 
just about every committee or commission that has existed at the parish 
over those years. Welti has served on at least two search committees for 
rector. Currently, he is junior warden and is also serving on the Common 
Ministry Team, the Altar Guild and the Building and Grounds Committee. 
He is a chalice bearer and licensed worship leader. Welti is one of the 
two leaders for the Wednesday evening prayer service, a service that is 
entirely lay-led. 

Over the last several years, Welti has served as a scout master for 
Boy Scout Troop 857, sponsored by nearby Northminster Presbyterian 
Church. Besides mentoring young men and adult leaders, Welti is a very 
active participant in camping trips and other events that would tax the 
physical ability of men 10 years younger. The troop has worked hard to 
prepare young men to be leaders in society, as witnessed by the number 
of Eagle Scouts honors that have been awarded during Don’s tenure as 
scoutmaster. 

I.Victor Yancey 
St. Margaret’s, Trotwood

At the age of 84, Victor Yancey is an example of a 
gentleman who is devoted to not only his family but also 
represents the qualities of a true servant of God. 

Yancey served in the army for two years and took 
advantage of the GI Bill in order to finish his education. 
In his early years in high school, he served as an acolyte. 
While enjoying a career in aeronautical engineering, 
Yancey has spent more than 30 years training acolytes. 

Yancey is trained and licensed to be a worship leader 
and is also licensed to perform the duties of a Eucharistic 
visitor to administers communion to the sick and shut- 
ins. He has, in many instances assisted the priest with 

funerals. Seeing a need for assistance with the Altar Guild, he began helping out with these duties 
and continues to do so today. Yancey is a true Christian, one of God’s servants who has been faithful, 
committed and conscientious in all he performs in the church.

§

Photos by Julie Murray
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By Erik NElsoN

iNtErchaNgE coNtriButor

 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39). Even bullying or bad grades or 
college rejections or even loneliness cannot separate 
us from the love of God!

The theme of this year’s Exodus was “you may be 
by yourself, but you are not alone,” which was also the 
inspiration for the retreat. For several months, planning 
this annual retreat became central in my life. Through 
this planning process, with a marvelous staff aiding 
me, my idea blossomed into a simple, yet well-formed 
and unique retreat.

Flashback to the Friday afternoon right before Exodus 
at about 4:15 p.m.: If you walked into the top of Hobson 
Hall at Procter Center, you’d find the entire Exodus staff 
hard at work, setting up the weekend before any of the 
participants arrived. And you’d find me hyperventilating, 
pacing frantically, and essentially freaking out. My mind 
was a whirlwind, telling me we weren’t ready and that 
the retreat wouldn’t be a success.  I had literally convinced 
myself that the retreat I had been working on for months 
would simply flop. It took a lot of consoling from my staff 
and one stern talking-to from the diocese’s youth director, 
Rob Konkol, to calm me down. As it turned out, I had 
no reason to be worried in the first place; the retreat ran 
perfectly.

The retreat included talks from each staff member 
and his or her mentor, which became an integral part of 
the weekend. As the staff learned, speaking in front of 
a large group of peers can be rather uncomfortable, but 
it is a thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding experience. 
Through these talks, which produced both laughter and 
tears, participants were able to listen to the personal 
experiences of others and gather from them inspiration 
for their own lives. Amazingly (or, perhaps not), the 
talks went and were received even better than I had 
originally hoped, a factor that made the weekend much, 
much more meaningful for all involved.

Yet, the talks required, and were geared toward, discus-
sion; thus, small-group discussions were prominently fea-
tured throughout the retreat. At first, the amount of small-
group time worried my staff and me, as it often takes 
people a significant amount of time to open up in such 
situations, but our apprehension turned out to be unwar-
ranted. Somehow, people opened up almost immediately, 
which caused each discussion to be extremely deep and 
extremely personal. As the Rev. Shannon Ferguson said, 
this is not a natural occurrence, and the Exodus partici-
pants should be praised for such openness.

The entire weekend culminated in Saturday night’s 
quiet, personal reflection time, which included floating 
candles on the pond and describing one’s own percep-

tion of God. Saturday night also included the drawing 
and discussion of “life graphs” in a particularly long 
and moving small-group session. Life graphs were an 
opportunity for participants to speak about their own 
lives in a similar manner to staff members. Through 
these simple graphs, people were able to open up 
completely and produce a profound solidarity with one 
another—a perfect conclusion to a weekend dedicated 
to making people feel accepted.

Yet despite all of this, I still hadn’t recognized the 
beauty of Exodus, and I was still uneasy about how 
the participants received the weekend. But all of these 
feelings dissipated upon reading a certain agape bag 
letter. For clarification, agape bags, named for the bibli-
cal term for Christ-like, self-sacrificing love, are bags 
in which participants place personal letters addressed 
to one another throughout the weekend. These bags, 
which have been involved in several Exoduses, are 
often tremendously moving. Well, this letter that I 
received basically stated that Exodus had renewed the 
writer’s faith in God. She wrote about a profound expe-
rience in which she stared into a candle silently during 
Saturday night’s reflection time and found God through 
light’s inexplicable beauty, and then thanked me for the 
weekend and everything I had done. I proceeded to cry. 
In that moment, I recognized the impact Exodus had 
on one person’s life, and I knew it had impacted other 
participants’ lives as well. 

In that moment, though I was by myself, I was not 
alone.

Erik Nelson was the design team leader for the Exodus 
retreat. He is a high school senior and attends St. 

Timothy, Anderson Twp.

NOTES FROM 
ThE EdgE

The other night, after our quarterly late-night free espresso 
event at Stratford Heights dorm, I told our student volunteers I’d 
had some really good conversations with students I hadn’t met 
before. One of our students asked, “How do you even start talk-
ing to someone at one of these things?” This student is outgoing, 
charming and interested in the minutiae of other folks’ lives, so 
her question caught me off-guard. “What do you mean, ‘how 

do you start talking to someone?’” I thought. 
“You just do it.”

But, of course, that’s not helpful nor is it 
precisely what happens. Now, let’s be clear 
from the outset, I am no expert on evangelism, 
and I stumble as often as not. But I can share 
with you a simplified version of what I do on 
campus.

(1) Find a way to interact with folks: for us, 
it’s the offer of free caffeine when and where 
the students need it. In other words, a cold-
call-style conversation probably won’t get you 
anywhere and is uncomfortable for both of 
you. Offer a fun event that community mem-

bers can attend or find something in common with the people at 
an event you’re already attending. This interaction is an end in 
itself. And it gives you what my grandmother was so very good 
at: an opportunity for small talk. In our context, we also hand out 
a small card with our contact info on one side and the legend, 
“This coffee and God’s love are free. Enjoy.”

(2) Approach someone: I’m afraid there’s no way around this. 
We have to speak to people, but it doesn’t have to be awkward. 
My standard opening at late-night espresso is “What are you 
studying tonight?” Maybe yours is “How do you like the fire-
works/pancakes/bingo?”

(3) Here is where you can tell if the conversation will go any-
where: Does the person answer minimally (“Physics.”) with little 
eye-contact? Or do they say more and look inquisitive? If the first, 
answer with something encouraging and move on. If the second, 
ask for more. “Is that something for your major or a GenEd class?” 
or “I hear that’s super-tough – how do you like it?”

(4) Listen to what the other person is saying. What does he or 
she need in that moment? Notice when the other person expresses 
a concern, even a small one, like “I can’t wait until Spring Break 
because, man, I never get free time.” Is this a time for you to offer 
that your life is similar? Maybe, briefly, to mention something 
about Sabbath time or about knowing when to say “enough” and 
spend time with others? Continue to listen. Follow up, perhaps that 
you find solace/energy with your church family.

(5) Be okay with some conversations seeming not to go any-
where. And you don’t have to end up with a stranger who’s ready 
to be baptized and join the vestry. The two great conversations I 
had that night were part of a larger handful of 20 conversations, 
which ranged from just okay to kind of awkward. 

(6) Reflect with others about your experience. What went 
well? What do you wish you could have said?

This is, of course, only one way to begin engaging with folk 
about things that matter. Something similar is found in Just a 
Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels. Or any number of other 
resources. Seems to me the key is remembering that it’s all about 
relationship. As they say, we’re not talking to strangers, we’re 
talking to friends we haven’t made yet.

The Rev. Alice Connor is the campus minister for the  Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at the University of Cincinnati. She works at the 

Edge (campus ministry house) and lives in the middle.  

Exodus: By yourself, 
but not alone

Erik Nelson talks with participants of the Exodus retreat in 
Christ Chapel at the Procter Center.

thE rEv. 
alicE 
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Bookmark

The New Jim Crow was initially published 
with a modest first printing and reasonable 
expectations for a hard-hitting book on a tough 
topic. Now, ten-plus printings later, the long-
awaited paperback version of the book that Lani 
Guinier calls “brave and bold,” and Pulitzer 
Prize-winner David Levering Lewis calls “stun-
ning,” will at last be available. 

In the era of colorblindness, it is no longer 
socially permissible to use race, explicitly, as a 
justification for discrimination, exclusion, and 
social contempt. Yet, as legal expert Michelle 
Alexander reveals, today it is perfectly legal 
to discriminate against convicted criminals in 
nearly all the ways that it was once legal to 
discriminate against African Americans. Once 
a person is labeled a felon, the old forms of dis-
crimination--employment discrimination, hous-
ing discrimination, denial of the right to vote, 
denial of educational opportunity, denial of food 
stamps and other public benefits, and exclusion 
from jury service--are suddenly legal. 

A longtime civil rights advocate and litigator, 
Alexander won a 2005 Soros Justice Fellowship 
and now holds a joint appointment at the Moritz 
College of Law and the Kirwan Institute for 
the Study of Race and Ethnicity at Ohio State 
University. Alexander served for several years 
as the director of the Racial Justice Project at 
the ACLU of Northern California, which spear-
headed the national campaign against racial pro-
filing. At the beginning of her career she served 
as a law clerk on the United States Supreme 
Court for Justice Harry Blackmun. She lives 
outside Columbus, Ohio. 

- Amazon.com review

Retreats, programs
Mother's Day Tea: Church of the Good Samaritan, Clermont 

County, invites women of all ages to a special afternoon. The tea will be 
from 2-4 p.m. on May 12 and is a fundraiser for the church. Tickets are 
$20. Information: Rita Butler at 513.732.3743.

St. Simon holds spiritual revival: Join the community of St. Simon 
of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, at 7 p.m. on May 17-18 for a spiritual 
revival. The theme is “Making all things new.” The Rev. Damon Lynch 
III, senior pastor of New Prospect Baptist Church, will preach, and the 
choirs will sing. 

Deacons’ gather: The deacons’ annual retreat will be held from 
May 18-20 at the Procter Center. The program begins at 5 p.m. on 
Friday and concludes after lunch on Sunday; however, deacons may 
use the facilities for rest and retreat for the remainder of the after-
noon.  The theme is “Collegiality.” 

Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal will spend Friday evening 
with the deacons.  On Saturday, numerous options are available, 
including participating in the Camper Scamper or a workshop 
entitled, “Spiritual and Emotional Care after Disasters,” led by 
Mary Woodward, the diocese’s coordinator of disaster relief.  The 
Rev. Jeff Bunke, rector of St. Anne’s, West Chester, will lead an 
afternoon program on collegiality.  Time for rest and relaxation 
will be built into the schedule as well as opportunities to reflect on 
the meaning of being colleagues. Register at the diocesan website: 
www.diosohio.org, Calendar

Leaders Who Last: Author and key-
note presenter Margaret Marcuson will 
lead a discussion with clergy about creat-
ing a sustainable ministry. She asks: Is 
church leadership a recipe for burnout? 
How can leaders last? There’s a way to 
approach ministry that’s sustainable: lead-
ers can learn to focus on themselves and 
the resources they bring to their leadership 
rather than trying harder to help, fix or 
change others. This presentation will help 
clergy become more thoughtful about the 
ministry challenges they face. It will show how leaders can make a 
difference while sustaining themselves through the ups and downs 
of parish life.

Marcuson works with church leaders nationally as a consultant and 
coach. An American Baptist minister, she is the author of 111 Tips to 
Survive Pastoral Ministry, Leaders who Last: Sustaining Yourself and 
Your Ministry and Money and Your Ministry: Balance the Books While 
Keeping Your Balance. 

Questions?  Contact Lynn Carter-Edmands, canon for formation in 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, at lcarter-edmands@diosohio.org

WebBonus: Visit http://www.diosohio.org/Whoweare/professional-
development-opportunities.html to download a flyer or to register. 
Deadline for registration: May 14. 

Money and your ministry: On May 25, the Rev. Margaret 
Marcuson will be leading a Healthy Congregations seminar on Money 
and Your Ministry. The day will include discussions about how to lower 
anxiety and lead with more clarity, particularly around issues of money. 
The workshop runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Capital University, 
Ruff Memorial Learning Center. To register, visit www.healthycongre-
gations.com

Interfaith weekend: The Transfiguration Spirituality Center in 
Glendale is hosting a weekend of mutual listening and learning about 
the three Abrahamic faiths,  Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Followers 
of each tradition will share how and where they find God in their 
everyday lives within the context of their faith traditions and faith com-
munities.

The weekend will be led by interfaith dialogue specialist, Paul F. 
Knitter of Union Theological Seminary in New York City. 

The retreat will be held June 8-10. To learn more or to register, visit 
www.tscretreats.org or call 513.771.2171.

Art, music
Music and unity: St. Philip’s, Columbus, invites all to a special event, 

Unity and Music in the Park, on June 10 from 2 to 8 p.m. at Bicentennial 
Park of Scioto Mile, 233 Civic Center Drive, Columbus. Tickets are $5. 
Guests include choirs, drummers and dancers from across Columbus. 
To learn more or purchase tickets, call 614.253.2771.

Celtic art exhibit opens: Christ Church Cathedral will host "Names 
of God: Transformative Power of Celtic-Inspired Art," an exhibit of the 
paintings by internationally known visionary Celtic artist and Cincinnati 
resident Cynthia “Cindy” Matyi from May 4 through June 29. The 
opening on May 4 will include an artist’s reception from 5 to 8 p.m.

More than 50 original oil paintings on display will be rich in symbolism 
and repetitious shapes, as is true to most Celtic traditional illuminations. 

“Celtic art uses a variety of styles in its knotwork, spirals, key patterns, 
lettering, zoomorphism, plant forms and human figures,” said Matyi. 
“My goal is to incorporate these traditions and styles into contemporary 
art that reflects upon the questions, concerns and crises of today’s world. 
I want my art to take on modern relevance for people with a connection 
between the ancient motifs and my newly created themes.”

A collection of Mayti’s note cards and prints are available in the 
Christ Church Cathedral Shop. 

Cathedral offers special concerts: Stephan Casurella, director of 
music at Christ Church Cathedral, will give an organ recital on May 20, 
at 5 p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral. The free concert is part of a series 
on third Sundays October through May, which are co-sponsored by the 
Cincinnati chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 

Casurella will be performing the music of Bruhns, Howells, 
Frescobaldi and Guilmant.

Music Live at Lunch, Christ Church Cathedral’s weekly concert 
series, offers free concerts on Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. Patrons may bring 
their lunch or buy one at the cathedral for $5. 

Performers include: 
May 8: Harper’s Robin, Celtic music 
May 15: Stephan Casurella, organ (nave)
May 22: Ming Ke, pipa (four-stringed lute-style instrument) 
May 29: Alok Narayana & guest performers: Indian Fusion music
Christ Church Cathedral is located at 318 East Fourth Street, down-

town Cincinnati. Information: 513.621.1817. 

Opportunities
World Choir Games: Christ Church Cathedral is pleased to serve as a 

venue for the 2012 World Choir Games, coming to Cincinnati July 4-14. 
The cathedral will be one of the sites for the musica sacra (sacred music) 
events. And with this selection comes unique volunteer opportunities. 

Games organizers are hoping that many of the usher positions for the 
events scheduled for the cathedral will be filled by those who know the 
building. This would include members of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. 
Details with instructions on how to apply for these volunteer usher posi-
tions can be found at christchurchcincinnati.org/worldchoirgames.

A signature event of Interkultur, a Germany-based organization 
that produces international choral events, the World Choir Games is 
built upon an Olympic ideal, which is to unite people from all nations 
through singing in peaceful competition. The games are the largest 
international choral competition in the world, and 2012 will be the first 
time the games will be held in North America. More information about 
the games is available at 2012worldchoirgames.com.

Walk for food: The food program at Church of the Advent is being 
stretched to the limit by the ever-increasing need for emergency assis-
tance. The church's outreach ministry, Open Door Ministry, with help 
from Lakeside Presbyterian Church, last year distributed more than 
75,000 pounds of food for hungry families. They assisted, on average, 
more than 400 families per month.

The congregation has formed the "Open Door Walnuts" team for the 
Freestore Hunger Walk on Memorial Day.

Please join the walk on May 28 in support of this important work. 
Your contribution helps cover the cost of purchasing food. Even if you 
can't join us to walk, please consider contributing to the team to help us 
exceed our goal.  

Contact: Evie Foulkes at churchoftheadvent@fuse.net

The Cathedral Shop at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Cincinnati, offers a variety 
of books and music on faith as well 
as Episcopal apparel and gifts. Prayer 
Book of the Early Christians is available 
at the Cathedral Shop. To order, call 
513.621.4567, e-mail ccathedralshop@
cccath.org or visit www.episcopalshop.
com



Family camp: Our most popular camp! Family camp is a unique program that allows families to spend quality 
time together, and often, the adults have as much, if not more, fun than the kids! There are many intergen-
erational activities for families to participate in together. There are also age-specific activities and formation 

tracks for adults and children of all ages. 

Grade-level camps: If you love to have a great time, do all sorts of outdoor 
activities, make new friends, participate in high energy worship services, 
learn more about your Christian faith, and make memories to last a lifetime, 

you should check out one of the camp sessions for youth entering grades 4-9. 

Speciality camps: If you like having a great time, making new friends 
and learning about God AND you love art, music, drama and writ-
ing, try the Creative Arts Camp for those entering grades 6-12.  If 

you love being in the wilderness, sign up for Outdoor Camp! At this 
camp, we sleep in tents, cook our own food over a fire, and find God 

in the beauty of nature.  Fear not: we still do all sorts of fun activities 
and go swimming as well! Plus, we go off-site for an excursion!

Senior camp: If you are in high school but you 
still love to act like a kid sometimes, Senior High 
Camp is just the place for you!  Run around all 

day, go swimming, meet new friends from around 
the diocese, and do all kinds of fun activities! 

This is place where you will meet other 
kids who may have the same questions 

about their faith, God, the Bible, and 
the Church that you do.  We have 

various formation tracks avail-
able where you, with the lead-

ership of a camp counselor, 
will be able to discuss 
those things in an open 

a n d honest environment.  

Schedule
June 15-17 Family camp 1
June 19-22 Outdoor camp 
(grades 6-12)
June 24-30  Senior high camp 
(grades 10 through graduated 
seniors)
July 2-6 Boys and girls  
(grades 4-5)
July 6-8 Family 2
July 9-14 Creative Arts 
(grades 6-12)
July 16-21 Intermediate 
(grades 8-9)
July 23-28 Junior (grades 6-7)
August 1-4 Family 3

Visit www.youth.diosohio.org
to learn more and register!

Campland  
creators: Maggie 
Foster, Richelle 
Thompson and 

Amy Svihlik



Around the diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters, websites, tweets and 
Facebook pages so make sure to add us to your mailing lists! Send your news to Julie Murray at 

jmurray@diosohio.org and Richelle Thompson at rthompson@diosohio.org

St. Barnabas Day celebration
A special celebration will be held at St. Barnabas, Montgomery, on Sunday, 

June 10 to honor the Rev. George and Amy Hill. Hill retired earlier this year after 
serving as rector of the congregation for more than 30 years. The party begins at 2 
p.m. and will be held outside with food, drink, and music. At 3:30 p.m., the event 
moves to the sanctuary for a special event honoring the Hills, focusing on the 
strong spiritual and church home/family foundation that together they have gifted 
to the community.  The festivities conclude with a reception in the Great Hall from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. For more information, call 513.984.8401.

Looking for donations
Trinity, McArthur, is collecting aluminum cans and  cash register receipts from 

Super Value. The proceeds from these collections support the discretionary fund 
for emergencies. They also welcome doations of newborn diapers and shirt –sized 
boxes for baby layettes. Already this year, they have provided layettes to 14 new 
mothers in the area. If you can help, call 740.596.5562.

Children purchase livestock
The annual Heifer Lunch at St. Paul’s, Dayton, raised more than $750 for 

Heifer International. The lunch was hosted by the 6th through 8th grade Sunday 
school classes. With the funds, the children have decided to provide a water buf-
falo, a goat, a pig, a llama, a sheep, a flock of ducks, a flock of chicks and three 
rabbits to needy people around the world.

Famous ham loaf dinner
Trinity, London, resumes its annual tradition of the famous ham loaf dinner. 

On May 8 from 4 to 7 p.m., prospective diners can eat-in, carry-out or drive-thru 
for a dinner of ham loaf, escalloped potatoes or macaronic and cheese, green beans 
and rolls. Desserts include bread pudding, cake or pie. Suggested donation is $8 
for those 12 and older, and $4 for children. Trinity is located at the corner of Fourth 
and Main streets in London.  

Honoring Gary Garber
On Sunday, May 20, St. Mark's, Columbus, will pay tribute to Gary Garber, 

who is retiring as director of music. The evening will begin with an Evensong 
service, led by the young choristers of the St. Mark's Canterbury Choir, conducted 
by Garber. Following the service will be a banquet in honor of Garber's almost 30 
years of service to the St. Mark's community. Evensong begins at 4 p.m. For more 
information, call 614.486.9452.

Diaper giveaway
Folks from St. Peter's, Gallipolis, give away packs of diapers during the visit 

of the Lutheran Social Services mobile food pantry. The next distribution will take 
place in the parking lot of Grace United Methodist Church (across from St. Peter's) 
on May 15 from noon to 2 p.m. Come for lunch and prayer, then stay to help!  They 
can always use donations, of either diapers, especially in the larger sizes, or cash. 
St. Peter's is located at 541 Second Ave. in Gallipolis. Call 740.446.2483 for more 
information.

Night of the Tsars
Enjoy a "Night of the Tsars," and help youth from St. James, Westwood raise 

funds for their mission trip to Russia. On May 12, enjoy a delightful five-course 
meal with wine pairings for only $25 per person. There will also be a basket raffle 
of beautiful baskets to bid on. The youth will travel in June to Russia on a diocesan-
sponsored mission trip with members of MVERN, the Miami Valley Episcopal 
Russian Network, and will help to lead a children's summer camp and renovate 
the facilities at the Sablino Community youth center. Please reserve your tickets by 
May 7 to gygrif@fuse.net. St. James is located at 3207 Montana Ave. in Westwood. 
Call 513.661.1154 for more information.
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Notable
Carlos and Glenda DeJesus of 

Ministerio Latino De La Iglesia Episcopal 
Diócesis del Sur de Ohio accepted the 
Community Spirit Award given by the 
Winton Woods Board of Education at its 
March 26 meeting. “They have contrib-
uted countless hours of volunteer support 
to the Latino families and students of our 
communities by giving homework help, 
job- and life-related English lessons for 
adults, and free Spanish classes for interested district employees,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Camille Nasbe. A Community Spirit Award is presented to individuals and organi-
zations to recognize their significant contributions to the district.

The Southwestern Ohio Neighboring Library Association 
named the Rev. Christopher Neely, retired priest of the diocese, 
as the Volunteer of the Year. His citation noted his 40 hours of 
work a month at the Mount Washington Branch of the Cincinnati 
Public Library, his creative innovations in library processes 
and his sharing of his extensive experience of volunteer life in 
Cincinnati. Neely, a 40-year veteran volunteer and computer 
geek at the Cincinnati Museum Center, was their Volunteer of 
the Year in 2008.  A new resident at the Marjorie P Lee Victoria 
Retirement Unit, Neely reports that he has already “picked up a 

few opportunities to volunteer.”  During his 50 years as a priest, 
he also served as a volunteer for the Institute of Cultural Affairs, chaplain at General 
Hospital Emergency room, mathematics instructor at Woodward High School and chap-
lain for Hospice of Cincinnati at its formation at Bethesda Hospital.

A. Maris Bernard, of Calvary Church, Clifton, was elected chapter president of the 
Ohio South/Kentucky Chapter of the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) 
for 2011-12. ASID is the largest organization serving the interior design profession. 
Bernard has served the chapter in many capacities since she joined in 1975, including 
student chapter president while attending the University of Cincinnati. She owns her 
own firm, A. Maris Design, and has won numerous awards for her work, including the 
prestigious Cincinnati Magazine Design award in 2009 (residential), Home Builders 
Association awards for Merchandising of Model homes in 2008 & 2009, and ASID 
Design Awards for both residential and Senior Living projects. Bernard is a LEED 
accredited professional in Interior Design and Construction, and participated in the 
Green Summit at Procter Center in 2009.  In addition to her design work, she is a 
member of the Cincinnati May Festival Chorus, the Calvary Church choir and vestry, 
and an adjunct instructor at the Art Institute of Ohio/Cincinnati.



Good Shepherd, Athens; St. James, Clintonville: Beginning 
process

Christ Church Cathedral, St. Andrew’s, Evanston; St. James, 
Piqua;  St. Paul’s, Chillicothe; Trinity, Troy: Developing profile

All Saints, Portsmouth; St. Paul’s, Dayton: Receiving names
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TransiTions

VisiTaTions

rEsT in PEaCE
Major Carter H. Lilly, husband of the Rev. Elizabeth Lilly, died 

April 6. He was 78. 
He was a graduate of Worthington High School and The Ohio State 

University with majors in organ performance and military science. He 
served in the Unites States Air Force as a navigator aboard KC135 tank-
ers, refueling bombers and fighters for Strategic Air Command during 
the Cold War and in Vietnam. He taught celestial navigation in SAC 
flight school and spent a second career in Lazarus Department Store 
selling Steinway pianos and fine carpeting. 

He was the organist and choirmaster of St. Andrew’s, Mentor, and 
assistant organist at Trinity, Columbus. 

In addition to his wife, survivors include his daughter Sue Newell; 
sister, Joan Gongwer, and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
The funeral service was held at Trinity, Columbus. Memorials may be 
sent to the Wounded Warriors Project, PO Box 758517, Topeka, KS 
66675 or Hospice at Kobacker House, 800 McConnell Dr., Columbus 
43214. 

Mary “Joy” Larkin Cavaliere, the wife of C. R. “Chet” Cavaliere, 
died March 30. She was 88. 

A longtime member of Church of the Redeemer, she was also active 
on the diocesan level as well as supported her husband in his service on 
Standing Committee, Trustees of the Diocese and other committees. 

In addition to her husband, survivors include daughter, Jeanne 
Plunkett; granddaughter, Jessica Walter; and sisters, Jean Nieman and 
Harriet Jeweler. The funeral service was held at Church of the Redeemer. 
Memorials may be made to the Redeemer Vision Fund, 2944 Erie Ave., 
Cincinnati 45208.

 

All visitations by Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal, unless noted.

May
3-5 – Deacons’ School at Procter Center. Contact: the Rev. Canon Lynn Carter-Edmands at 

800.582.1712.
3-5 – Thurgood Marshall Symposium: Prison and ex-offender ministries.
5 – Safe Church training at Christ Church, Springfield, 8:30 a.m. Register at www.diosohio.org or by 

calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712, ext. 105. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
5 – Safe Church training at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, 9 a.m. Register at www.diosohio.org or by calling 

Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712, ext. 105. Contact: the Rev. Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.
5 – Regional confirmation (East) at Good Shepherd, Athens, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 800.582.1712, 

ext. 103.
8 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
9 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice West at 

937.278.2249.
10-16 – Growing Food and Faith training at Procter Center.
10 - Fresh Start/Residency programs meet at Procter Center, 9:30 a.m.
10 - Budget Committee meets at Procter Center, 1 p.m. Contact: David Robinson at 800.582.1712.
12 – Common Ministry teams meet at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
12 – Lay Preacher training at Procter Center, 10 a.m.
12 – Regional confirmation (Columbus) at St. Mark’s, Columbus, 11 a.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 

800.582.1712, ext. 103.
16 – Standing Committee meets at Diocesan House, noon. Contact: Debby Stokes at 614.933.8715.
17 - Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: 

Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
18-20 – Deacons’ Retreat at Procter Center. Register at diosohio.org.
19 – Second annual Procter Camper Scamper 5K/1K Run and Walk at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Cost $15. 

Participants will receive lunch and t-shirt. Register at diosohio.org.
19 – First annual Spring Fling community event at Procter Center, 10 a.m. Live music, bounce house, 

super slide, farm tours and food. Free. Contact: Chris Tokarz at 903.267.6372.
19 – School for the Diaconate, Southern Ohio Lay Leadership Initiative and Education for Ministry 

graduations at Christ Chapel, Procter Center, 11 a.m.
19 – Procter Task Force meets at Procter Center, noon.
19 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Center, 1 p.m. 
20 – Safe Church training at Christ Church, Xenia, 1 p.m. Safeguarding God’s People module only. 

Register at www.diosohio.org or by calling Geri McDaniel at 800.582.1712, ext. 105. Contact: the Rev. 
Darren Elin at 513.831.2052.

22 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
26 – Regional confirmation (Cincinnati) at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m. Contact: Pat Haug at 

800.582.1712 ext. 103.
28 – Diocesan House closed for Memorial Day holiday.

JunE 
1 – Latino Ministry Commission meets at Diocesan House, 5:30 p.m. Contact: Carlos DeJesus at 

513.319.0287.
2 – Ordination of Deacons at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m. Red stoles.
4-5 – Executive staff retreat.
9 – Ordination of Priests at St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 11 a.m. White stoles.
13 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at the Procter Center, 9 a.m. Contact: Janice West at 

937.278.2249.
15 – Trustees of the Church Foundation meet at Procter Center, noon. Contact: David Robinson at 

800.582.1712.
15-17 – Family Camp 1 at Procter Center.
18 – Trustees of the Diocese meet at Diocesan House, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Jim Hanisian at 

513.271.9610.
19 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
19 – Budget Committee meets at Procter Center, 1 p.m. Contact: David Robinson at 800.582.1712.
19-22 – Outdoor Adventure Camp at Procter Center.
21 – Advisory Committee on Compensation and Resources meets at Diocesan House, 1:30 p.m. Contact: 

Jon Boss at 513.761.2630.
21-23 – Education for Ministry Mentor training at Transfiguration Spirituality Center, 2 p.m. Thursday to 

3 p.m. Saturday. Register at www.diosohio.org. Contact: Hawley Todd at todd@episcopalhealing.org.  
24-30 – Senior High Camp at Procter Center.

May 
5 Regional Confirmation (East) at Good Shepherd, Athens, 11 a.m.
6 St. James, Zanesville 
 St. Philip’s, Columbus (Rivera)
12 Regional Confirmation (Columbus) at St. Mark’s, Columbus, 11 a.m.
13 St. Luke, Granville 
 Church of Our Saviour, Mechanicsburg/Epiphany, Urbana (Rivera)
17 Celebration of New Ministry at Church of the Advent, Cincinnati, 7 p.m.
20 St. Mary’s, Waynesville
26 Regional Confirmation (Cincinnati) at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m.

June 
3 Trinity, Hamilton
10 St. Luke’s, Marietta
17 Trinity, Columbus
22 Celebration of New Ministry at St. Alban’s, Bexley, 7 p.m.
24 St. Paul’s, Greenville

July
Trinity, London



12                  Mission12

Donations 
support 

local disaster 
relief

When a series of tornados struck 
southwest Ohio in early March, more 
than 250 families lost their homes and 
three people died. The community of 
Moscow was devastated. 

Government, community and faith 
organizations immediately stepped in 
to help with recovery. The diocese’s 
disaster recovery coordinator Mary 
Woodward has been working with 
groups to coordinate assistance. 

She reports that the Ohio Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster has 
formed a long-term recovery commit-
tee to help the impacted families repair 
and rebuild their homes.  For many of 
the families, there is no government 
assistance available.

The group’s first case involves a 
husband and wife. He has Alzheimer’s, 
and they have no family in the area. 
Even though a 100-year-old tree cut 
their mobile home nearly in half, the 
couple is living there because they 
have nowhere else to go. The goal is 
build the couple a small home on their 
lot.

Congregations and individuals 
throughout Southern Ohio immedi-
ately responded to the need, donating 
school and cleaning supplies, as well as 
more than $7,000, said the Rev. Canon 
Anne Reed, canon for mission for the 
diocese. The first diocesan volunteer 
rebuilding team is scheduled for work 
in early June. 

By the Rev. FRank edmands

InteRchange contRIButoR

The Saturday before Earth Day, I took a 
techno-internet-flying-carpet ride on my laptop 
to St. Mark’s Cathedral, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
to attend an international webcast initiated 
by The Episcopal Church. The virtual town 
meeting, “The Intersection of Poverty and the 
Environment,” explored the issue of sustain-
ability in a world where the poor are dispro-
portionally affected by the degradation of the 
environment. 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, 
gave the keynote address. She set the stage 
for the discussion by first answering the 
question: What does it mean to be poor? In 
the United States, nearly 40 million of our 
neighbors live below the designated poverty 
line.  Being poor means living without the 
basic means in life, food, health, education 
and opportunities for change, she said. The 
poor are often seen as cheap labor, a com-
modity in the global economic system, said 
the presiding bishop. To maintain our com-
mon humanity and dignity will depend on 
how we sustain one another. 

“Antibodies to poverty begin to form when 
members of the community discover that their 
common humanity and dignity depend on 
one another,” said Presiding Bishop Jefferts 
Schori.

The webcast was punctuated by two panel 
discussions that brought together a diverse 
group of speakers. Each panel discussion began 
after the audience viewed a video presentation 
about real and immediate environmental issues 
affecting the poor. The first video told the story 
about the Alaskan community of Kivalina, near 
the Arctic Circle, which is facing relocation 
because of rising tides that are eroding away 
the village’s land, land on which the Inupinaq 
people have lived for the last 1000 years. Here 
the people and the Episcopal Church are work-
ing to find solutions. The plight of the Inupinaq 
people raised the question addressed by the 
first panel: Can sustainability initiatives lift 
those in poverty?  

Each panelist brought a unique perspective. 
Majora Carter, president of a group that works 
with urban poor, talked about a local wetlands 
restoration project that not only improved the 
neighborhood’s environment but also created 
jobs. It is important to allow the poor to be a 
part of the change and the solution, she said.  

Forrest Cuch, an Indian elder and executive 
with Ute Tribal Enterprises, bemoaned the his-
toric relocation of his people and their introduc-

tion to contemporary lifestyles. Diabetes and 
alcoholism are rampant in the Native American 
community, he said, and environmental degra-
dation has caused hopelessness. But a return to 
faith can restore their dreams. The tribal elders 
are teaching tribal traditions and how to use 
their belief system to protect the environment 
and return to producing and eating traditional 
foods. 

“Service is fundamental to all religions,” 
said George Handley, professor of humanities 
at Brigham Young University. “Restoration is 
a form of repentance.”  We must always con-
sider the well being of the community, he said. 
Service is a healing action; and when we act 
with self restraint, we bring ourselves closer to 
the people and to creation. 

The second video, “Environmental Health 
and Living in Poverty,"  introduced Salt Lake 
City as one of 10 pilot cities for environmen-
tal justice programs developed by the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. The col-
laborative action by government, faith and 
community groups seeks to improve chil-

dren’s environmental health. This program 
has transformed and improved the quality of 
life in one of Salt Lake City’s most poverty 
stricken areas, according to the video.  One of 
the catalysts for transformation was to bring a 
grocery store into a neighborhood that had no 
immediate access to fresh produce. The com-
munity was also united by a common issue of 
river clean-up. 

The second panel discussion focused on the 
question: Can we reduce environmental health 
consequences for those in poverty? 

The panel answered the question with a 
unanimous yes. The Rev. Michael Livingston, 
director of the poverty initiative for the National 
Council of Churches, challenged the audience, 
saying that faith communities must bring the 
moral message to the table. We must join hands 
and be partners with friends and strangers in 
order to address environmental matters with a 
commitment to serve the people at the bottom 
of the social ladder.

“We can only find true freedom by stand-
ing with the poor.  We need to take the heat. 
This is not new,” said Livingston. “We have 
been called since Genesis” to be care takers of 
creation and to work within neighborhoods and 
alongside interfaith communities to protect the 
people who are disproportionately affected by 
a degrading environment.

The wonderful gift of this presentation by 
the Episcopal Church is that it brought hope 
and creativity through diverse voices that are 
united to a common cause. Ecologically speak-
ing, finding diversity means that you have 
found a healthy ecosystem. The same is true 
in finding diverse partners dedicated to a com-
mon goal.

Here’s how 
you can help:
Volunteer to help manage cases, 
donations and volunteer coordination 
or to provide spiritual and emotional 
care.  
Send monetary donations and 
gift cards to the attention of Mary 
Woodward, Disaster Coordinator, 810 
Main St., Caldwell, Ohio  43724.
Join or coordinate a disaster volun-
teer team to help repair and rebuild 
the homes of the families who are 
unable to do so on their own. 
To volunteer, schedule a team or 
learn more, contact Mary Woodward 
at 740.509.1132.  

Lift up the poor, be a good 
neighbor, clean up creation

The Intersection of Poverty and the 
Environment forum is available for viewing 
on-demand at www.episcopalchurch.org/
intersection
During the two-hour presentation originating 
from the Cathedral of St. Mark’s in Salt Lake 
City, UT, experts from religious, political and 
community-organizing areas examined the 
impact of sustainability initiatives on poverty 
and ways to reduce environmental health 
consequences.

House of Deputies 
President Bonnie 
Anderson makes a 
point during “The 
Intersection of Poverty 
and the Environment,” 
a live webcast 
from the Episcopal 
Cathedral of St. Mark 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Listening are George 
Handley, professor of 
humanities at Brigham 
Young University, 
left, and Forrest 
Cuch, chief executive 
officer of Ute Tribal 
Enterprises. Photo by 
the Rev. Mary Frances 
Schjonberg/ENS



                Mission  13

By Ariel Miller

interchAnge contriButor 

The work of loving hands on a rainy, spring afternoon will 
lift burdens from countless shoulders in the year to come. 
Led by Nancy Fouts and the Episcopal Church Women of 
Trinity, Newark, this year’s Chocolate Fest raised nearly 
$15,000 for community ministry grants. The major annual 
fundraiser for Episcopal Community Services Foundation 
was held April 21 for the first time ever in the eastern part 
of the diocese.

Great bakers representing parishes from Cambridge to 
Cincinnati brought their best to Licking County.  From 
Dorothy Swanson’s darn good chocolate pie to Elizabeth 
Grover’s chocolate decadence cake, the contest judges and 
guests had an amazing diversity of chocolate to sample. 
Trinity’s parish hall was filled with people, cheerful hearts 
and lovely music provided by the Dunham Harps, a youth 
ensemble who perform throughout the northern U.S. and 
Canada.

Trinity members mobilized their strong community influ-
ence to put together an exceptionally wonderful silent auc-
tion catalogue, from a horse and carriage ride in Granville 
to a Bexley date night. Contributions from Episcopalians 
throughout the diocese made this year’s Chocolate Fest not 
only a culinary bliss but also a chance to discover and relish 
the beauty and bounty of this state. Greg Buening’s photo-
graph of a timeless country church near Chillicothe, Bob 
Collins’ stained glass cross, and the all Ohio-made basket of 
relish, preserves, honey and chutney put together by Cathy 
Bagot exemplify the quality of this auction. Ably chaired by 
Paula Getreu, the auction alone raised more than $5,000.

The heart of Chocolate Fest is the bake-off. This year’s 
celebrity judges – former Congresswoman Jean Ashbrook, 
Viann Yanklov of Licking County’s beloved Goumas 
Candyland, and Randy Green of the Media Group, which 
publishes the Newark Advocate – sampled 15 contest entries 
to award three top prizes. In addition, all contestants were eli-
gible to win people’s choice awards, with five parish children 
putting on the regalia of chocolate elves to encourage people 
to buy votes at $1 each for perfectly legal ballot-stuffing. 

Trinity’s Chocolate Fest Committee had the great idea 
of adding an auction contest this year as well, which gave 

parishes around the diocese an incentive to create very witty 
entries. Trinity recruited Newark Mayor Jeff Hall to choose 
the winners in four categories.

What unfolded was an election of perfect amity in the 
midst of this battleground state, where everyone emerged as 
a landslide winner by coming together to support the com-
mon good.

And now, the awards!
Grand prizes for chocolate: Bobby Robertson of Trinity, 

Newark, won the Most Gorgeous award for her Amaretto 
Cheesecake with velvety dark chocolate adorned with white 
roses. Anice Ellis of St. Mark’s, Upper Arlington, won most 
unusual – her second grand prize in an ECSF Chocolate 
Fest - for her sweet and salty chocolate cheesecake. Nicole 
Smith of St. John’s, Worthington, created flock of peanuts, a 
scrumptious cluster of dark chocolate, to win the best choco-
late award for the second year in a row!

People’s Choice winners:  Huge accolades go to Trinity’s 
chocolate elves, who raised $440 dollars by selling votes. 
That’s not only legal at Chocolate Fest, but holy, since pan-
tries will be able to transform that money into 1,760 meals 
worth of groceries for Ohio families. 

This year’s People’s Choice election was dubbed the 

Texas Sheetcake Showdown since three different people 
entered Texas Sheetcake – Jane Mansfield of All Saints, 
New Albany, Liz Barringer-Smith of St. Luke’s Granville, 
and Sue Smith of St. Philip’s, Circleville.  Incredibly, they 
were completely different, and all delicious! The dedication 
award clearly goes to Christ Church, Glendale, with parish-
ioners Cathy and Dennis Theobald traveling more than 150 
miles to bring their own two wonderful cookie recipes, plus 
Sue Mitchell’s exquisite chocolate almond bonbons. Jan 
Smith of St. Patrick’s, Dublin created a hilarious array of 
four chocolate barks, from white to dark, on a pizza lover’s 
theme, including the amazing combination of chocolate with 
wasabi-covered peas.

With a huge and enthusiastic turn-out, the people’s choice 
awards went to Linda Dimon of Trinity won 81 votes for 
her melt-in-the-mouth chocolate toffee. The chocolate rasp-
berry torte won second place honors for Congresswoman 
Ashbrook, who recused herself from the grand prize contest 
but who was drafted to run in people’s choice by popular 
demand. Third place went to Smith’s flock of peanuts.

The chocolate contest winners received beautiful cer-
tificates designed by Zoe Hardy of St. Thomas, Terrace 
Park and parish cookbooks from St. Thomas and Redeemer, 
Cincinnati, who have hosted past Chocolate Fests.

Auction Awards: Mayor Hall scrupulously evaluated all 
the auction entries, while taking time to talk to Trinity’s priest 
Kitty Clausen about community needs and potential.  Here 
are his decisions:

Most holy went to Trinity, Newark for the church pride 
basket filled with useful items emblazoned with the Episcopal 
shield. Most fun went to the Rev. Kitty Clausen for donat-
ing two tickets for the Ohio State homecoming game. Most 
romantic went to the anonymous saint who donated a week’s 
condo vacation in a destination of the winner’s choice. And 
best stuff for guys went to the outreach committee  of St. 
Anne’s, West Chester, for their basket filled to the brim and 
beyond with a gourmet selection of Belgian beers, glasses, 
coasters and a church key.

ECSF’s board sends heartfelt thanks to the sponsors of 
this year’s Chocolate Fest, who collectively donated $3,500 
for community ministry: PNC Bank, the Men’s Bible Study 
of Ascension and Holy Trinity, Aglamesis Brothers, and 
Madisono’s Gelato.

MISSION CORNER

Chocolate fest gives huge boost to ECSF grants

A: The mission of the Church is to restore all people 
to unity with God and each other in Christ.

The problem with pain is that it doesn’t go away until it is 
addressed. A fast-growing population of men under 25 in the 

prison system really brings to life the familiar axiom, “hurt people 
hurt people.” These young men are often in gangs and are disrup-

tive and living in the moment, without direction, hope or plans for a 
future. They seem bent on hurting the very people they live in community 

with, the ones they call “old school.”  
The good news of Jesus Christ for the North Central Corrections Complex is 

that a strong Kairos community consisting largely of these old-school guys has 
developed over the past four years.  And with God’s help, they are ready to take over 

their community, armed with the weapon of love. Their battlefield is religious services, 
and with a peer-to-peer approach, they hold a weekend similar to Kairos, which is called 
TORCH.  The program is specifically designed for young men under the age of 25. Kairos 

inmates serve as the team for these young men, in addition to a few dedicated commu-
nity volunteers. At the close of the weekend, an intensive six-month mentoring program 
begins.  Each TORCH participant is paired with an old-school guy as his mentor.
The corrections center held the first TORCH weekend in February. 
“For the most part, the young men came in the first night of the program with an atti-
tude.  They avoided eye contact, mumbled inaudible replies when spoken to and hung 
back.  As the weekend progressed, they began to become engaged in what was going 
on around them, upbeat music, powerful talks of life stories, laughter and good old fash-
ioned affection
It is now two months later, and the “old school” guys tell me that when they are out on 
the yard, TORCH men rush up and give them a hug, right out there on the yard, in front 
of God and everyone.

The Rev. Jackie Burns is a prison chaplain. To learn more about her ministry, contact her 
at jaslan@columbus.rr.com.  

Q: What 
is the  
mission of 
the Church?

The Rev. Canon Anne Reed presents a people’s choice award to 
Jean Ashbrook for her chocolate raspberry torte, as Chocolate 
Fest chair Nancy Fouts applauds.  
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center for physical, social and spiritual health.” 
 This has been “a fun and exciting project,” 

said Megan Emery, the museum’s associate con-
servator of objects. “Getting the windows from 
any religious setting would have been special, but 
it’s been exciting to see what’s happening in the 
church building with Gabriel’s Place. It’s really 
special for us to know that we’re tied into that 
mission.”

Coincidentally, along with Emery, who is 
a member of Christ Church Cathedral, Amy 
Dehan, the museum's curator of decorative arts 
and design, and Gillian Thompson, a stained 
glass conservator contracted for the project, 
are Episcopalians as well. Thompson attends 
the cathedral, while Dehan is a member of St. 
Timothy’s, Anderson Twp. 

Commissioned around 1900, three of the 
windows honor the Mitchell family, parishio-
ners and owners of a large furniture manufac-
turing business. One of the windows shows 
Christ, while the others depict angels. The 
purchase of the windows was made possible 
by the diocese and four donors: the Gardner 
Family 1992 Charitable Lead Trust, The 
Oliver Family Foundation, the Cincinnati Art 
Museum’s Docent Organization, and an anony-
mous donor. 

The stained glass windows complement 
an existing collection at the art museum of 
Tiffany’s blown glass vases. About 30 early 
examples of Tiffany vases will join the stained 
glass exhibit, located on the second floor of the 
museum’s great hall.  

“Tiffany’s work is so important to the his-
tory of glass,” said Dehan. Before Tiffany, most 
stained glass windows were flat sheets of trans-
parent glass cut in shapes, then painted with 
designs or an illustra-
tion. Louis Comfort 
Tiffany, the son of 
the Tiffany & Co. 
founder, experi-
mented with glass, 
employing different 
techniques to “paint 
pictures using only 
glass and light.”

Tiffany windows 
often have three or 
four different types of glass. For example, the 
folds of an angel’s robe may have drapery glass, 
which has been manipulated and folded when 
in a molten form to create folds and rolls. To 
create even more dimension for areas like the 
horizons, Tiffany windows may have up to five 
layers of different colors and textures of glass.

Conservation for the windows took 17 months 
of painstaking work, disassembling and cleaning 
hundreds of pieces of glass, making repairs and 
building new frames. Emery has documented 
each stage of the conservation work. While res-
toration tries to make things look as good as pos-
sible, conservation focuses both on the past – the 
original intent and context – as well as on the 
future and preservation. 

Although thousands of windows were com-
missioned from Tiffany in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, more than half have been lost and 
destroyed, Dehan said. 

“We are always looking to acquire and hold 
for the community the best examples of art that 
we have,” said Dehan. “We were thrilled when 
this unfolded. It adds such a dimension to what 
we can tell about Tiffany. It also reflects upon 
Cincinnati and the city’s commitment to art.”

Dehan added that because the exhibit will be 
permanent, thousands of people will have the 
opportunity to experience and be inspired by the 
beautiful windows. 

With light shining through the windows, she 
said, “they will appear in the same way Tiffany 
planned for them to look.”

Tiffany windows open 
museum exhibit

continued from page 1

Examples of drapery (inset) and feathered glass.

Photo by Shad Ramsey, Red Door photography
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'Poor Man's Bible'
While colored glass dates to ancient times, stained glass as a 
form of art and storytelling became prominent in the Middle Ages. 
A largely illiterate population could learn about the stories of the 
Bible from the illustrations in the stained glass windows. Some 
have called these windows the “Poor Man’s Bible,” because they, 
along with carvings, paintings and mosaics, could translate the 
narratives of the Bible to a population that couldn’t read. 
A 12th century German monk named Theophilus wrote about 
stained glass in medieval times in his text, “On Diverse Arts.” The 
basic ingredients for making glass, he explained, are sand and 
wood ash (potash). After the mixture is melted into a liquid, it 
cools into glass. While it’s still molten, color can be added or the 
glass can be blown or molded into different shapes. 
In the late 1870s, Louis Comfort Tiffany studied new techniques 
for making stained glass windows.  Early in his career, he used 
cheap jelly jars and bottles because he liked how the mineral 
impurities changed the shape, texture and color of the glass. 
When he couldn’t find the types of glass he wanted, Tiffany 
started his own glass factory. He used glass that was opalescent, 
meaning it changed colors as it transmitted light. Instead of 
painting on the glass, Tiffany simulated the folds of a robe or the 
texture of grass by molding and cutting glass in new ways. 
Windows from Tiffany Studios adorn churches, museums and fine 
homes around the country. Several Episcopal churches in the 
diocese have beautiful Tiffany windows. 

Making 
Stained glass windows start as a drawing or cartoon. After the 
design is approved, it is drawn to scale on paper and the design 
is traced onto a glass easel. Another copy of the drawing is cut 
into pieces and used as patterns to cut the glass. The pieces of 
glass are dabbed with hot wax and then posted onto the glass 
easel. This way the designer can see how the light looks through 
the glass. After all glass pieces are cut, the artist joins them using 
copper foil and channeled lead caning. Finally, the windows are 
framed and hung. 

Conserving
Cleaning the glass requires care and time. Conservators use 
cotton swabs with an ethanol and dionized water compound 
to clean off the soot and grime. (Many of these windows were 
placed in churches and facilities that used coal and/or wood fires 
for heat). It can take two or more weeks to clean the top layer 
of one side of the window. Then the conservator flips it over and 
begins again. 
After the exterior layers are clean, the conservator disassembles 
the window, carefully scraping out the old grout and opening up 
the metal caming to remove pieces of glass one by one. Broken 
glass is repaired, when possible, with a special epoxy injected 
through a syringe. As each layer of glass is removed, the cleaning 
continues. 
After all the pieces are cleaned and repaired, rebuilding begins. 
All of the glass is placed back within its caming, and new solder-
ing is done when necessary. In this case, carpenters constructed 
new wooden frames for the window as well.

Sources: Cincinnati Art Museum, Wikipedia, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art websites.

Visit the exhibit
The Tiffany stained glass windows and vases exhibit opens May 
12 at the Cincinnati Art Museum. The museum is open Tuesdays 
through Sundays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free 
(parking is $4). The museum is located at 953 Eden Park Drive, 
Cincinnati. Visit www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org

Above: Megan Emery 
explains the conserva-
tion process for the 
Tiffany window, as 
Amy Dehan, center, 
and Gillian Thompson, 
look on. 

Far right: Thompson 
carefully cleans the 
window.

Right: Emery repairs a 
crack in the glass.

Below, far right: The 
cotton swab cleans 
decades-worth of 
grime and soot.

Below, 
right: An 
example 
of before 
and after 
clean-
ing. The 
cleaned 
window 
is to the 
right of 
the rod.

Photos by 
Julie Murray
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Several diocesan celebrations and 
activities will take place on Saturday 
at the Procter Center. In addition to the 
Camper Scamper and Spring Fling, a 
special worship service and gradua-
tion will be held at 11 a.m. at Christ 
Chapel for students of the Southern Ohio 
Lay Leadership Initiative, Education 
for Ministry program and School for 
the Diaconate.  Bishop Thomas E. 
Breidenthal will commission 
the 2012 Procter Summer 
Camp counselors during the 
Eucharist as well. All are  
welcome. 

Deacons of the diocese 
will be on retreat at 
Procter. Diocesan 
Council will meet 
in the afternoon, as 
well as the Procter 
Task Force. 

The family and kid 
events are free – and so 
is lunch! So come and be 
part of this full and exciting day 
at the Procter Center!

WebBonus: Download an 
event flyer for the bulletin 
board or worship bulletins. 
Visit procter.diosohio.org to 

learn more. 
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