
assured of our life with God in this world 
and in the world to come. In Christ we have 
been made worthy of love, forgiveness and 
grace and made capable of returning that 
love to God and to our neighbor. The stain 
of sin has been removed and we participate 
through Christ in the divinity of God. We 
are a new creation, destined for the renewal 
of all creation and the fulfillment of the 
plan of God for the redemption of all. 
     Despite the proclamation of this truth 
in the liturgy, in hymns, in scripture and in 
our Easter celebrations, many still do not 
recognize and embrace this new reality. In-
stead of living in a world where all persons 
are our brothers and sisters and deserving 
of our love and forgiveness, they live in a 
world of “us” and “them.” Instead of living 
in a world where the hungry are fed, the 
thirsty given drink and the sick healed, they 
live in a place where each grabs all they 
can for themselves, hoards what they can, 
and blames the poor for their own poverty.  
With the light of Christ all around them, 
and the kingdom breaking in at every turn, 
some cling to the dark and harbor selfish 
thoughts, thinking to be wise and wary.
     If you look carefully into folks eyes, 
listen with open ears to what they say, and 
most of all watch how they behave, perhaps 
you can spot those who are falling behind 
the movement of God’s kingdom, who are 
reluctant to be drawn in. Love them, pray 
for them, and take them by the hand. It is 
so very dark in the stable when your eyes 
are closed. Further up and further in!
       Fr. Dwight

Holy Eucharist

SunDay

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TuESDay

10 a.m. – chapel

WEDnESDay

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Looking for
graduating seniors

Youth trip

Acolyte Festival

Holy Week
and Eastertide

Stepping into a new kingdom
    In the C.S. Lewis series, “The Chronicles 
of narnia,” in the book, The Last Battle, 
he depicts the end of time and the fulfill-
ment of God’s promise of a new creation 
in the form of the characters in the book 
being drawn through a stable door into a 
“new narnia.” There they are called to go 
“further up and further in,” by aslan. It 
is a wonderful story and I commend it to 
you especially in this Easter season. I have 
read it aloud to my own children and to 
several youth groups and still have a hard 
time reading the last few paragraphs with-
out tears. Our hearts long for what Lewis 
describes so beautifully. One young person 
who dearly loved to have me read the story 
to her now resides in the new narnia and I 
think of her in this season too.
     In the stable are a group of dwarves. 
They have been loyal only to themselves in 
this story and are too wary to be taken in 
by just anything. and, there has been great 
deceit in the story, so there are good reasons 
to be wary. When the children and other 
characters step through the stable door, 
they see a beautiful meadow full of sunlight 
stretching to the horizon, the new narnia 
unfolding before them. What the dwarves 
see is a dark stable. aslan desiring to draw 
in all, spreads a great banquet before the 
dwarves and bids them to eat. To them, all 
they see, smell and taste is straw and dung. 
In the end, they are left where they are, be-
cause they are unable to be open to the new 
reality that has come upon them. 
     In Christ, God has inaugurated a new 
reality, a fresh beginning. In Christ we are 
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THE LESSONS

APRIL 1
Passion Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

APRIL 7
The Great Vigil
of Easter
Romans 6:3-11
Psalm 114
Mark 16:1-8

APRIL 8
Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or
Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8

APRIL 15
2nd Sunday in Easter
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

APRIL 22
3rd Sunday in Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

APRIL 29
4th Sunday in Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
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     As the Altar Guild prepares the church for 
our observance of Holy Week and Eastertide, 
they also share with us some of the deeper 
meanings of this season.
     The Great Fifty Days of Easter – Jesus’ 
resurrection is celebrated by Christians at 
all times, especially from the Great Vigil 
of Easter, the first service of Easter Day, 
through ascension Day and the Sunday 
after ascension Day. The Sunday of the 
Resurrection is the Queen of Feasts. The 
resurrection of Jesus is at the heart of 
Christianity (acts 2:22-36). Christ was 
raised as the “first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). By 
Christ’s resurrection, this same new mode 
of existence is made available to all. The 
Catechism notes that “By his resurrection, 
Jesus overcame death and opened for us 
the way of eternal life” (Book of Common 
Prayer, p. 850). 
     The Paschal Mystery – In this context, 
the word “mystery” means a transcendent 
purpose of God. It exceeds human under-
standing, but we have some knowledge and 
experience of it. Paschal means pertaining 

to Easter, and to its antecedent the Hebrew 
Passover. The Passover has the promise of 
redemption and the gift of freedom at the 
Red Sea. In the new Testament, the Paschal 
concept includes Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, the ascension and gift of the Holy 
Spirit, baptism, the calling of a new people 
from every nation and language, and partic-
ipation in the mystery through eating and 
drinking with our Risen Lord. The creation 
enhances our sense of the Paschal Mystery 
with the gift of light, with the beauty and 
wonder of nature, and our own creation

(continued on p. 6)

Season of Eastertide is on the way

Prayers of the People
     How does a poet pray? What does it 
sound like when a poet’s gift with language 
wafts into the prayers of a community she 
knows well, adorning the wings of the peti-
tions and praises we lift up to God? you 
have heard the result this Lenten season, as 
parishioner J.L. Jacobs has shared her gifts, 
given voice in the Prayers of the People.
     “as an oft homebound parishioner, I 
have been blessed by the beloved commu-
nity at St. John’s: the cards, prayers, Holy 
Communion and altar flowers are among 
the many acts of love and kindness I hold 
dear,” she said. Since retirement as a Lec-
turer of Poetry at Ou in 2008, J.L. says she 
has looked for a way to serve God in the 
community at St. John’s. “The opportunity 
to write ‘poem/prayers,’ as I call them, in 
the crafting of Prayers of the People for 
Lent, is one of the highest honors I have 
ever had.” 
     J.L. studied art and poetry, and graduat-
ed from Brown university’s MFa program 
in 1992, and continues to write and pub-
lish. She is the author of three collections 
of poetry, and her work has appeared in 
national and international journals.
     For J.L., the connection between po-
etry and prayer runs deep: “I have always 
viewed poetry as Songs of ascents, holding 
fast to the the premise, ‘Praise is the gate / 
to enter in.’” 

Honor Sunday set for May 13
Mark your calendar for May 13. That’s 
Honor Sunday and youth Sunday, when we 
will honor our high school graduating se-
niors, acolytes, and Sunday school teachers, 
at the 10:30 a.m. service. you won’t want to 
miss it!  

Volunteers coming for Big Event 
St. John’s, in conjunction with Ou, is host-
ing a Big Event from 9 a.m. to noon, april 
14, at the church. The Big Event encour-
ages Ou student involvement in volunteer 
projects in the norman community. This 
year 20 students will help with landscap-
ing, painting, and spring cleaning. a pizza 
lunch will be served. We had a great group 
of students last year who really helped get 
our garden areas in shape for spring. If you 
want to help assist the students on these 
projects, call Jim Hazeldine at 364-2295.
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J2A parent meeting
Parents of J2A partici-
pants will meet Sunday, 
April 22 in the library, 
immediately following 
the 10:30 a.m. service.  
These meetings offer 
important updates 
regarding the program 
and fundraising for the 
pilgrimage. Please be 
there!  

Casserole Crusade
coming again!
Second Casserole 
Crusade to offer more 
home cooked goodness 
J2A students presented 
their first “Casserole 
Crusade” in March, and it 
was a booming success.  
They raised over $600 to 
fund their 2013 pilgrim-
age.  Their second cru-
sade is set for April 22, 
after the 7:30 and 10:30 
a.m. services. Donations 
accepted. Please stop 
by the parish hall to pick 
up something delicious. 
Casseroles are baked by 
participants and their 
families and offer a vari-
ety of tastes for every-
one. J2A will also have 
a work day on April 14. 
Anyone who is in need 
of help with spring yard 
work, please call Ruth 
Elassal at 691-0012. 

ECW plans visit to spring market
     Plans have changed since the ECW event 
calendar was distributed. Please make note 
that instead of having lunch at the Trails 
Clubhouse on april 11, the women of the 
church (ECW) will meet in the church 
parking lot at 10:30 a.m. Friday, april 13 ... 
for a roadtrip! 
     The group will carpool to St. Mary’s 

Graduating from high school?

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
April 1  Carolyn Folmsbee, amy Schones
April 2  Lindy Ritz, angie Curtis
April 3  alan Grubb, Rob Green
April 4  Mary alicia Maisano, Erica Warren, 
   Madeline Childers
April 5  Jim Hazeldine
April 6  Ginger Clark, Tom Blakey, 
   Michael Kiester, Joanna Schonauer
April 7  Thomas Shingledecker
April 8  Gerald Carlson, Jo ann Murray, 
   Bridget Childers, Sarah Colijn
April 9  Catherine Black, Mike abla, 
   Stacy Smith, Kyra Cody
April 10  Eathan Hunt
April 11  Earl Waldeck, Jessica nichols, 

   Lazo Stevenson
April 12  Courtney Green 
April 13  Charlotte Rosko, allan Oehlschlager 
April 16  Chuck Bacon, Cindy abbott,
   Lukas Schneider
April 17  Charles nicholson, alison Braly 
April 18  Jeff Kimpel, Wayna Vanhof
April 19  Charlie Mason neufeldt, addison Marler
April 20  Laura Mashburn
April 22  Susie Beall
April 23  Susie Hetherington, George Clayton Jr., 
   Isaac young 
April 24  Logan Whalen
April 25  Jack Kasulis, Ryan Elassal, 
   nathaniel Haralson, Max Gillett 
April 27  Trish Frazier, Lacy Barrett, amy Kimmel

Let the church help you celebrate! We 
want to be sure and identify all of our 
high school graduating seniors, to be 
recognized during the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service on May 13. If you are graduating, 
please let us know by april 15. 
     also, we would like each senior to 
provide a short write-up (don’t think of it 
as another school essay) — sharing your 
story with your parish family. Please 
follow the format below and e-mail your 
information to courtney@episcopalnor-
man.org. These will be read during the 
service and shared with the parish.
We would like you to include a little bit 
about your history and involvement at St.

John’s, school and community informa-
tion, and your plans for the future. you 
could fill a book, right? But we’d like you 
to keep it to 200 words and have it in by 
april 15.
LOOKING FOR YOUTH PHOTOS
     all graduating seniors are invited to 
submit photos for a presentation during 
the potluck lunch on Honor Sunday. We 
also encourage everyone to submit pho-
tos from youth events, acolytes, and Sun-
day school classes for this presentation.
Electronic files are preferred and may 
be e-mailed to staff@episcopalnorman.
org. Prints may also be provided to the 
church office. Please send by april 15.

Episcopal Church, Edmond, to attend their 
Spring Market and Bake Sale, followed by 
lunch in Edmond. This is a great opportuni-
ty to see some innovative things that other 
ECW groups in the diocese are doing to 
raise money, and build church community. 
     If you have questions, please call Evelyn 
Bibens at 329-7509. Plan to join the cara-
van on april 13!
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VESTRY

Kay Christiansen
SENIOR WARDEN
bkclawyer@cox.net
364-4373 (H)

Jim Hazeldine
JUNIOR WARDEN
jimhazeldine@sbcglobal.net
364-2295 (H)
795-0065 (M)
425-7201 (W)

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Anne Boone 
366-7192
aboone93@cox.net 

Melissa Busby
615-6822 (M)
mebusby1@aol.com

Karen Cody
733-2930 (H)
203-4167 (M)

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Mark Laufersweiler 
laufers@gmail.com 
872-3806 (H)

Andrea Marler
aamarler@me.com
808-4435 (M)

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

Ben Odom 
360-8659 
bodom2@cox.net 

     Courtney Green, who, with her husband 
Rob Green, leads the youth, shares the adven-
tures of the group’s recent spring break trip.
     Monday morning of spring break greeted 
the youth group with rain. We loaded our 
wagons in the parking lot of St. John’s and 
pointed them west on I-40 into an endless 
deluge.  Somewhere near the towering cross 
at Groom, Texas, the clouds pulled away 
to reveal a cheerier backdrop against the 
endless horizon of the plains.  Things were 
looking up! 
     We arrived at Palo Duro Canyon State 
Park in the early afternoon.  youth mem-
bers instantly busied themselves with the 
task of making a comfy, temporary home 
among hackberry, mesquite, and juniper 
trees.  The experienced campers of the 
group initiated the newbies into the ways of 
properly pitching tents and lining sleeping 
bags up like sardines.  We greeted the can-
yon with a brief hike, played a little Frisbee, 
and downed a hearty meal of red beans and 
rice.  We even gathered for prayer, song and 
discussion around an imaginary campfire 
(burn ban) before calling it a night.  
     The next morning, a band of wild tur-

Rainbows east and west for youth
keys marched through our campsite gob-
bling revilie and we woke to frost inside 
our tents and temps hovering around 30 
degrees.  Hot oatmeal and cocoa helped us 
shake the cold as we laced up our boots for 
a ten mile hike that would take us to see 
the Lighthouse, a spectacular hoodoo in the 
park.  Our feet and legs resented us for the 
last mile, but somehow the kids found the 
energy for another round of Frisbee after a 
brief rest. 
     as we readied for dinner, our good 
friends the rain clouds settled over the Can-
yon like a puffy quilt.  We set up a shelter 
over the table to cook, and the post-dinner 
theological discussion happened in the close 
quarters of the 15 passenger van.  It rained 
all night and well into the next day. 
     The rain and cold temps prevented us 
from hiking on Wednesday morning and we 
sought inside adventure at the Panhandle-
Plains Historical Museum.  after a few 
hours of perusing interesting exhibits 
covering the natural, anthropological and 
industrial history of the plains, we soothed 
our rainy day blues with a quick stop into 
Braum’s.  
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(continued from p. 4)
     as we descended back into the canyon a 
glimmer of sparkling blue sky in the dis-
tance turned into a sliver of dry weather to 
explore a cave at the end of the park road.  
We were grateful for the brief break in 
weather, but moody Mother nature shifted 
back to rain once again.  
     That evening, the park rangers had 
mercy on us and allowed us to use an area 
not normally available to the public to cook 
our dinner.  We spread out stoves, pots, and 
a variety of ingredients for our dinner chal-
lenge on tables brightly painted with the 
Texas flag and most importantly, sheltered 
from rain!  
     Five cooking groups all chopped, sau-
téed, and simmered root vegetables on tiny 
Whisperlight stoves into unique interpre-
tations of gourmet meals complete with a 
side of hard tack.  The kids got so into the 
creative process that they did things like 
use rocks to grind hard tack into a thick-
ening agent for their stew and top it off 
with crumbled Ritz crackers to make pot 
pie, while others focused on caramelizing 

their onions or turning their hard tack into 
dumplings.  after the main course, a few 
groups meticulously sliced and fried extra 
potatoes into chips they proudly presented 
to the rest of the group in a bandana lined 
bowl.
     We weathered the last night of storms 
safely in our tents to a musical compilation 
of raindrops, strong winds and howling 
coyotes.  The rain stopped just in time the 
next morning for us to load our wet, muddy 
gear.  as we packed up, a full rainbow and 
a partial double stretched all the way over 
the canyon.  
     We surprised the kids with one last hik-
ing opportunity by dropping them off at the 
Civilian Conservation Corps trailhead the 
leads to the top of the canyon.  It was cold 
and windy but the smiles on their faces as 
they reached the top made it worthwhile. 
It rained, rained, and rained some more as 
we drove home. We were met with rainbow 
after rainbow and an unfamiliar, verdant 
Oklahoma. now we are all happy to recall 
our adventures from the comforts of our 
own beds. 

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Jan. 1-Feb. 29, 2012

Budgeted Income

$71,835

Actual Income

$71,791

Budgeted Expenses

$71,835

Actual Expenses

$48,897

Projected Variance

$0

Actual Variance

$22,894
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in God’s image (and in the northern 
hemisphere, the arrival of Spring). These 
meanings are drawn together in the Great 
Vigil of Easter, the most comprehensive 
and dramatic liturgy of the church (BCP, 
p. 284-295). Baptism and Eucharist, and 
the other rites of the church, celebrate the 
Paschal Mystery more briefly in all times 
and seasons. 
     New Fire, at the Great Vigil of Easter –  
The lighting of the new fire as a Christian 
ceremony may be of Celtic origin. It is 
mentioned in seventh-century documents 
concerning legends of St. Patrick. It was 
probably added to the Easter Vigil rite in 
Gaul in the eighth century. It was included 
in the Roman liturgy by the twelfth cen-
tury. It is the fire that is kindled at the 
opening of the Easter Vigil service. This rite 
typically begins in darkness. The lighting 
of the new fire takes place in the narthex 
or outdoors for reasons of safety. The new 
fire is kindled before anything is said. The 
historic practice of kindling the new fire 
from a kindling stone or steel has been 
continued by some. The celebrant may then 
say a prayer of blessing over the new fire 
before it is used to light the Paschal candle 
(BCP, p. 285). as fire is a source of warmth 
and light, the new fire of the Easter Vigil 
represents the victory in Christ of light and 
life over darkness and death. 

     The Paschal Candle – The Paschal 
candle, lighted with the new fire, symbol-
izes the risen Christ. The ceremonial light-
ing of the Paschal candle is one of the most 
solemn moments of the service. The flame 
of the Paschal candle symbolizes the Christ 
as light of the world and his presence in the 
midst of his people. after the lighting of the 
Paschal candle, it is carried into the church, 
leading the procession. The Exsultet is 
sung after the Paschal candle is placed in 
its stand at the chancel steps. Its flame may 
be used to light candles held by members 
of the congregation. This symbolizes the 
spreading of the light
of Christ into the congregation and the 
world. It is customary for the Paschal 
candle to burn at all services from Eas-
ter through Pentecost (BCP, p. 285-287).  
Our candle burns liquid wax and is deco-
rated with a gold cross, symbols of the five 
wounds of Jesus in red, the Greek letters 
alpha and Omega, and olive branches.
     after the Easter season, the Paschal can-
dle is placed near the font. It should burn 
at baptisms, representing the new life in 
Christ that we share in baptism. The newly 
baptized person is given a small baptismal 
candle that is lit from the Paschal candle. It 
is also carried in procession at burials and 
placed near the coffin as a symbol of resur-
rection life. 
     For more details, go to the St. John’s web-
site, www.episcopalnorman.org, and click on 
“This Season,” on the right side of the screen.
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Eastertide

you are invited to St. John’s Easter reception at 10 a.m. Sunday 
morning, april 8, in the parish hall, between the 9 and 11 a.m. 
worship services. While the children participate in their annual 
Easter egg hunt, enjoy the springtime view out the parish hall 
windows, and joyous fellowship inside. The Hospitality Committee 
is providing Easter goodies, and this opportunity for each of us to 
meet and greet friends from the many services offered at St. John’s.  
We are counting on your presence. Come and celebrate Easter!  

Celebrate Easter Morning
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Acolyte
Festival
St. John’s acolytes, and 
their mentors and spon-
sors, enjoyed a day full 
of “all things acolyte” on 
Saturday, March 24, at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
Oklahoma City. Our 
young people learned 
more about their roles 
as acolytes, and enjoyed 
fellowship with peers 
from across the diocese. 
Each received a special 
medallion to recognize 
their participation.
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HOLy WEEK
Tenebrae
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 4 – Choir area of the church nave; use east entry

Maundy Thursday
7 p.m., April 5

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated as we gather to remember Christ’s body and become 
Christ’s body. In accordance with John’s Gospel, foot washing will be offered. Childcare 
available.

Night Watch:  Altar of Repose
9 p.m., April 5 through noon, April 6

at the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday service, elements are carried to the chapel for 
an all night vigil.

Good Friday
Noon Stations of the Cross (church/courtyard)
1 p.m. The Great Litany
2 p.m. Prayers for our church family
3 p.m. Litany for Good Friday 

The Great Vigil
8:30 p.m. Saturday, April 8

One of the most ancient customs of the church; solemn, sung liturgy, with incense.

Easter Sunday
Holy Eucharist at 7:30, 9 and 11 a.m. – flowering of the cross at later services

an all-church Easter Egg Hunt will take place between the 9 and 11 a.m. services, in the 
courtyard. There will not be Sunday school on Easter, or an evening worship service and 
meal. See p. 6 for reception details. Childcare will be available at the two later services.


