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PART I 

Dr. Edwin S. Lindsey's Centennial History of St. Episcopal Church, 1953, suggests that 
about 100 members of 81. Paul's asked permission to start a new Church and thus paved the way 
for the beginning of a new Parish on the east side of town. This may very well be true, for two of 
the early documents that I find concerning the beginnings of Christ Church are lists of donors who 
“agree to give our earnest support to the new parish and contribute the amount set opposite our 
names for the annual support of the same.” There are about 44 names (more or less) on the two 
lists. Considering that wives and children came along with quite a few of the men whose names are 
listed, this would have meant close to a hundred people. One of the two lists of donors is dated 
“November 1900.” The other is undated, but is very likely a. continuation of the first list. Copies of 
both are included as Section 1 of the appendices. 

Among the few early documents concerning Christ Church there is a letter from Bishop 
Gailor to Professor J. R. Baylor concerning the forming of a new Parish in Chattanooga.  This letter 
is of such import that it is reproduced in full. . 

 
Diocese of Tennessee 
Office of the Bishop  
Sewanee, Tennessee  
November 9, 1900ii 
 
My Dear Mr. Baylor: 
 

I have your letter and hasten to reply to it this morning before I go away.  I am particularly 
anxious to have everything connected with the Church in Chattanooga clearly understood; and so I 
venture to repeat what I said to you at my last visit. 

I told you that there were four members of St. Paul's vestry  present at Mr. E. G. 
Richmond's; that the conversation was pleasant and the feelings seemingly kind and good; that they 
told me they would have a meeting the following Tuesday night and proposed to consent to, or at 
least not to oppose; .the formation of the new Parish.  'They said, however, that they thought it would 
be unfortunate to start the Parish right now and give reason for the popular impression that there was 
a split in St. Paul's based on sectional feeling; and that they would like to see some compromise 
agreed upon, and that they would be willing to talk the matter over in good feeling with those who 
wanted the new Parish.  It was also suggested that I, as Bishop, should undertake to quiet the desire 
on the part of those who were interested in the new Parish, and perhaps persuade them to desist. I 
remember telling you this much. I do not remember telling you what I said.  My reply to the Vestry 
was that while I deplored the idea of having it understood that this movement was in bad spirit; yet 
that I did not believe it was; and that it lay with the members of the congregation to decide whether 
they would have a new Parish or not; that, if a sufficient number of people meet together and pledged 
a proper support for this new Parish, I felt sound to admit their right to do so and would not oppose it, 
for the reason that a new Parish, started in good faith and feeling, and with support guaranteed by a 
number of substantial people, would be a good thing in Chattanooga and would mean growth and not 
decline. 

You must remember that this movement means work and responsibility; that many people 
are good to talk, but do not give much help when the strain comes.  If, however, I receive a paper in 
reply to my communication (which I shall transmit whenever I hear from the Standing Committee) 
giving a list of names of people desirous of forming a new Parish, with subscriptions appended 
amounting to enough to support the work, then I shall authorize those people to go to work, elect a 
provisional Vestry and call a rector. The thing is being done every day in cities over all over the 
country. Chattanooga is the only city in this state where it has not been done before.  
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I do not know what the Vestry of St. Paul's has done. Probably their consent has been given 
and has been sent to the Standing Committee who are waiting to see me. If you wish to communicate 
with me please address at 345 Poplar St., Memphis. 

Most sincerely yours, 
 
(Signed) Thos. F. Gailor 

Prof J. Roy Baylor, Jr. 
P. S. I have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Goodman, who is ex-officio of St. Paul's Vestry. 

In discussing the reasons for the formation of Christ Church Parish, Dr. Lindsey says: 
“Some older members of St. Paul's say that many Southerners in the congregation left because they 
felt that Dr. Pettis, a Southerner; had been treated unfairly by the Northerners in the congregation. 
This sounds likely, but is difficult to establish definitely.” 

Indeed it is difficult to establish, but Bishop Gailor's letter leads me to believe that Dr. 
Lindsey's conjecture is extremely well founded. 

The next definite action of which there is record came in December of 1900, and once 
again, the document is of such import that it must speak for itself. It was dated December 13, 1900, 
and reads: 

A preliminary meeting was held this day at the residence of Mr. C. A. Lyerly for the 
purpose of organizing a Parish, and to consider other matters with regard to the building of the 
proposed new Episcopal Church on the “East Side.”  Meeting called to order by Mr. F. F. Smith who 
nominated Prof J. Roy Baylor for Tem. Chairman.  Prof Baylor was unanimously elected and opened 
the meeting with prayer.  On motion of Mr. J. C. Guild, E. H. Nall was elected Tem. Secretary. 

The Chairman stated that a letter had been received from Bishop Gailor in which he had 
given his consent for the new Parish to be organized and heartily approved the move and he 
suggested that those interested call a meeting and organize it by the election of a Vestry consisting of 
either 9 or 11 members to begin work. 

On motion it was decided to begin with 9 Vestrymen and the following gentlemen were 
elected: J. Roy Baylor, F. F. Smith, Joe C. Guild, C. E. Danforth, W. A. Terrell, John Cowen, J. C. 
Howell, W. A. Fairchild and E. H. Nall. 

The Chair gave notice that the Bishop would be in Chattanooga for a few hours on Friday 
afternoon next and desired to meet all the members at the Parish at 3 P. M. at the residence of Mr. 
Baylor. 

Mr. Guild proposed the name “Christ Church” for the Parish which was adopted. No other 
business; meeting adjourned. 

E. H. Nall, Tem. Secty. 

Four days later the following letter came to Prof. J. Roy Baylor: 
 
Calvary Church Rectory  
78 Market Street  
Memphis, Tenn. 
 

My Dear Mr. Baylor: 
At the first monthly meeting of the Standing Committee after the receipt of the action of St. 

Paul's Parish, Chattanooga, unanimous consent was given to the formation of a new Parish on the 
eastern side of Chattanooga under the provisions of Canon IX of the Canons of the Diocese of 
Tennessee. The Committee asked me to suggest to you that we would be obliged if you would send 
us under date of Sept. 15th, 1900, the formal application provided for in Canon IX. This is merely to 
complete our records. Bishop Gailor sent his approval on Sept. 19th based on your letter of the 15th 
stating that you wrote “In behalf of some forty or fifty communicants as a certainty,” and also 
enclosing a list of subscribers.  This last list we returned to the Bishop - leaving in our hands only 
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your letter as quoted above.  Technically this was a defect in the papers but the Committee felt free to 
act under the Bishop's letter and we did.  Just address your application to him, signed by yourself and 
at least nine other communications to the Rt. Revd. Thomas F. Gailor, D. D., Bishop of Tennessee, 
but forward it to us please as we already have the Bishop's “hearty consent.”  If you have no copy of 
the Canons of the Diocese, write the Revd. A. H. Noll, Secretary of the Diocese of Tenn. at 
Somerville, Tenn. and he will send you a copy wherein you will find on pp 159-160 all the directions 
for your proceeding. Of course all action so far is only preliminary. Your application as provided by 
Canon Nine be made to the Convention of the Diocese and “upon a vote of the Convention the Parish 
shall be duly established.”  The next Diocesan Convention will meet in May, so you have plenty of 
time to get the application to the Convention ready and I would suggest that you get all you can to 
sign it, for just the legal ten looks very small. 

With kind regards and best wishes for the fine school that I hear so much of, 
Yours sincerely, 
 F.P. Davenport, 
 Prest. Standing Com. Diocese of Tenn. 

The first meeting of the Vestry was held the day after the foregoing letter was written.  
Since the minutes are so clearly and succinctly stated I think it advisable to quote them in full: 

The first meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church, Chattanooga was held at the residence of 
Prof. J. R. Baylor on December the 18th 1900.  Meeting called to order by Prof. J. R. Baylor and the 
following members were present, Baylor, Cowan, Smith, Danforth, Guild, Fairchild, Terrell and Nall.  
Mr. J. C. Howell being out of the city could not attend.  It was decided not to elect wardens until after 
a rector was called and formally took charge of the Parish.  On motion E. H. Nall was elected 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

The next business to come before the meeting was the selection of a rector.  The name of 
Rev. W. C. Robertson of Nashville was proposed as a suitable minister to take charge of the work, 
and after a general discussion of the matter, each member having expressed his opinion, it was 
decided to call Rev. Mr. Robertson.  Prof. Baylor then read a letter addressed to Bishop Gailor which 
he had prepared, requesting the Bishop to see Rev. Mr. Robertson and advise him of the action of the 
Vestry and urge him to accept.  His salary to begin with would be $1000.00 per year.  Same was 
approved and Mr. Baylor was requested to submit the letter to the Bishop. 

Moved that a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair to get prices on suitable lots 
with a view of purchasing one for the church building.  F. F. Smith, J. C. Guild and W. A. Terrell was 
[sic] appointed. 

Mr. J. C. Guild was named as a Committee of one to see the University people and endeavor 
to secure their Chapel for the purpose of holding service in until more definite arrangements could be 
made. 

Messrs. Smith and Guild requested to meet the Bishop at train as he was passing through 
Wednesday, the 19th. 

No other business/ meeting adjourned. 
E. H. Nall, Secty. 

At the very bottom of the page on which these “first Minutes” were written, the following 
note appears: 

On Jan'y the 3rd 1901, the Rev. W. C. Robertson of Nashville, arrived in the city and met 
members of the Vestry of Christ Church at the residence of Prof. Jno. Roy Baylor at 7:30 p.m., for 
the purpose of considering the call which had been extended to him to take charge of the Parish as 
Rector. No definite answer was given the Vestry, but the members were all favorably impressed with 
the straightforward manner in which the Rev. Mr. Robertson spoke of his work since he had been in 
the ministry, and all agreed that he was the man best suited for our Parish and urged him to accept the 
Call. He left for Nashville the next day with the promise to advise the Vestry at an early date of his 
decision. 

E. H. Nall, Sec'y 
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Fortunately, Father Robertson's letter of acceptance has been preserved. It was attached to 
the following record: 

Call meeting of the Vestry held at Prof Baylor's, January 10th, 8 p.m. 
A letter from the Rev. W. C. Robertson, addressed to the Vestry of Christ Church Parish 

was read, in which he accepted the call to the Rectorship of the Parish, stating that he would take 
charge on Sunday the 17th of February. 

The same being satisfactory to all, the secretary was instructed to notify Rev. Mr. Robertson 
at once. 

No other business, meeting adjourned. 
E. H. Nall, Sec'y 

Since Father Robertson's letter of acceptance indicates a “touchy” situation between the 
new Parish and St. Paul's, I have decided to quote his letter. 

Nashville, Tennessee 
January 7th, 1901 
To the Vestry of Christ Parish  
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
 

My Dear Sirs: 
 

I have not answered your call to the rectorship of the Parish of which you are vestrymen 
before, because I thought it right not to do so until I had given St. Peter's vestry notice of my 
intention to accept it.  This was done last Saturday night. 

I ask you to accept me as your leader and give me your unqualified support and confidence, 
all of which trust I shall endeavor never to violate.  If you are willing to do this, trusting to my 
judgment in those matters which I have made the subject of constant study and which are a part of 
my life's work I will gladly undertake to organize the Parish and with God's help I am sure we will 
make it a success, an honor to the Diocese and a Glory to God.  

While in your city I had a most satisfactory talk with the Rector of St. Paul's.  There must be 
no antagonism between that Parish and yours.  I recognize that in all such movements, there are 
individuals, who in the heat of discussion in their zeal for some affair in which they are interested say 
things uncharitable, for which they are afterward sorry.  Neither you nor Mr. Goodman nor I can 
prevent this, but it is our duty to counteract such a spirit. 

I shall hold the first service Sunday, February 17th, arriving in Chattanooga the Monday or 
Tuesday previous.  In the meantime I shall think of the work constantly and map it out. 

I hope you will communicate with me in regard to buying the lot and if possible I shall come 
over and see you between now and the time I come to remain permanently.  

Yours Faithfully,  
William C. Robertson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In the minutes of the vestry dated Feb, 18, 1901, there is a record of the action taken 
regarding a temporary place of worship.  A Major John Cowan reported that the University chapel 
could be gotten for $20.00 per month, the K. P. hall for $10.00 and the Masonic Hall for $30.00 per 
month.  After quite a lengthy discussion it was decided on account of the smallpox scare at the 
University, to “accept the offer from Masonic Hall until Easter....” 

The next day the following contract was signed: 
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Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Feb. 19th, 1901 

This contract made and entered into this the 19th day of February 1901, by and between The 
Chattanooga Masonic Temple of the first part, and the Vestry of Christ Church of the second part, 
both of the City of Chattanooga Hamilton County, Tennessee  

Witnesseth: 
That for and in consideration of the sum of thirty five ($35.00) dollars to be paid by the 

party of the second part to the party of the first part, on or before the 19th day of each month, so long 
as this contract shall remain in effect, the party of the first part hereby leases to the party of the 
second part the auditorium, or large reception room situated on the second floor of the Chattanooga 
Masonic Temple, which is located on the South East comer of Cherry and East Seventh Streets in the 
City of Chattanooga, for the following times, and for the holding of their Religious services: 

One service at, or about 7:30, A. M. on Sunday 

One service at, or about 11 :00, A. M. on Sunday 

One service at, or about 4:00 P. M. on Sunday 

One service at, or about 12:00, noon each day during Lent, 

CD 

Witness our hands this the day and year first above written. 

(Signed) A. N. Sloan 

 Prest. Chatta. Masonic Temple 

(Signed) John Cowan 

(Signed) Jno. Roy Baylor 

 Committee for Vestry of Christ Church 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Call meeting of the vestry of Christ Church, Chattanooga, held March IS, 1901, at the 
residence of Mr. C. E. Danforth, to confirm action of the Committee in the purchase of the Shepherd 
lot corner of McCallie Avenue & Douglass Street.  Resignation of Mr. C. E. Danforth, as a member 
of the Vestry was read and on motion of Mr. Joe C. Guild the resignation was refused & Mr. 
Danforth urgently requested to withdraw same.  The regular order of business was then taken up & 
the rector, Rev. W. C. Robertson stated that the Committee had purchased the Shepherd lot agreeing 
to pay $6500.00 for same & on motion the action of the Committee was approved by a unanimous 
vote, 

Mr. J. C. Guild, Chairman of the Committee, reported that the purchase had been made 
through Mr. W. A. Sadd who acted as agent for Mr. Shepherd, and proposed the following way to 
arrange for the payment of the property 

I. Title to be vested in three members of the vestry, $1500.00 to be paid in cash and five 
notes of $1000.00 each to run one, two, three, four and five years be executed for the balance. 

II. Charter be applied for 
III. Property deeded to Corporation and $1500.00 in cash to be paid. 
IV. Notes of Corporation be executed, secured by deed of trust on the property, to take up 

notes outstanding. . 
Moved that the report of the Committee be adopted and the thanks of the Vestry be extended 

to Messrs. Guild, Howell, & Smith for their service on this Committee.  Carried. 
On motion, each member of the Vestry was requested to meet, at the call of the rector, at the 

Shepherd house, with a builder, to examine the property & decide what to do with the building. 
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The first Tuesday night in each month was selected as the regular time for the Vestry to 
meet, until further ordered. 

The Chair appointed Col. Jno. Cowan a committee of one on charter and by-laws governing 
the meetings of the Vestry. 

On motion, Mr. C. E. Davenport was excused from committee work and Messrs. F. F. Smith 
J. R. Baylor, J. C. Howell, Joe C. Guild & John Cowan were appointed a committee to solicit 
subscriptions to the building fund. 

No other business meeting adjourned. 
E. H. Nall 
Sec'y 

* * * * * * * * *  

At the first parish meeting, March 31, 1902, at the Church on the corner of McCallie Ave. 
and Douglas Street, the Rector reported that the growth of the parish was phenomenal.  From the 
80 original communicants the Church now numbered 149 actual communicants, who with their 
children and non-communicants who attended made a body of 265 people in regular attendance. 

The old Shepherd property had been altered so there was a very neat little Chapel for 
worship and the remaining payments on the lot were around $2,000.  However, in spite of the 
enthusiasm there was a plaintive note of “we must have more people giving systematically, or the 
Church will run behind.”  Curiously enough, this has been the all-pervasive theme throughout the 
history of the Church, and there are still not enough “systematic givers.” 

From its organization until the Vestry meeting March 14, 1904, there is a steady flow of 
comment in the minutes of the Vestry meetings concerning the building of a new church.  At the 
March 14th meeting it was agreed among the vestrymen to start thinking of erecting a building to 
seat five hundred people, and to cost from twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For the June 21, 1904, Vestry meeting, Mason Maury, architect from Louisville, Kentucky, 
had been invited to Chattanooga to present plans for the new church. His plans must have been 
accepted, for by the 10th of April 1905, Mr. J. C. Howell, Chairman of the Building Committee, 
was able to report that “The foundation for the new church building was well under way of 
construction and would in a short time be completed.”  (Minutes of Vestry meeting April 10, 1905) 

However, in the Vestry meeting minutes of March 13, 1906, there is the following entry: 
Motion made by Mr. Davidson that the vestry authorize the building committee to borrow 

funds sufficient to build a church of hard brick and let contract as soon as possible.  
Carried. 

Then in the minutes of Oct. 8, 1906, there appears:  “Architect Stroup and Contractor 
Trimby were also present.  After thorough discussion by Building Committee, and Stroup and 
Trimby the Building Committee were authorized to close contract on bid of Trimby for $22,950.00 
to build certain portions of the church; the brick to cost $1,050.00 in addition.”  Faith greater than a 
mustard seed must have leavened the congregation as well as the committee for the church had 
under three thousand dollars in savings and pledges were constantly in arrears. 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

However, plans moved apace and the Sunday Times of Oct, 28, 1906, carried the following 
story: 

This afternoon at four o'clock the Right Rev. Thomas Frank Gailor, Southern Tennessee 
diocese, Bishop of Tennessee, will lay the cornerstone of the new Christ Church.  The service will 
begin at 4 o'clock. 

The procession composed of the bishop, clergy, choir and vestries of St. Paul's and Christ 
Churches will proceed from the choir room of the present Chapel to the platform singing the hymn, 
“The Church's One Foundation is Jesus Christ Her Lord.” 

This ceremony marks a great day in the history of this congregation.  Last Ash Wednesday, 
five years ago, the first service was held in the Masonic Temple.  In the following August the present 
site, comer of Douglas Street and McCallie Avenue, was purchased and occupied, the large frame 
residence being enlarged and adapted for religious purposes. 

Since then the parish has steadily grown in numbers. 
The foundation of the present building was laid in 1906, but on account of the recent rapid 

rise in the cost of material and labor, the plans originally drawn for stone were changed.  This has 
caused much delay. The building will now be finished in very dark red vitrified brick made by Lasley 
Brothers. 

The contract for the building has been let to Joseph Trimby, of this city, for $24,000.  This 
includes the Nave and two stories of the tower, but none of the interior furnishings, many of which, 
such as altar, organs, pews and stained glass windows will be put in later by members of the Church 
as memorials.  For the present the Church will be encased with plain glass windows. 

It is expected that the first service will be held in the new building sometime next summer. 
Since the beginning of the parish five years ago there have been 122 baptisms, 104 

confirmations, 27 marriages, and 52 burials. 
There are now about 400 baptised members, including children, and 265 communicants.  

The Sunday School has an enrollment of eighty and an attendance of fifty.  
During the building of the Church the pastor will say the following prayers every day with 

the workmen at 7 o'clock: 
Prayers Every Morning 

“O God, the Creator of man and all things in the universe, who didst put into the hearts of 
thy servants David and Solomon to build a temple for thyself in which the daily sacrifice might be 
offered and thy people might worship thee in the beauty of holiness, in spirit and in truth; we Thy 
servants acknowledge our unworthiness, on account of our sins, for so glorious a task as the building 
of a house to Thy glory and, honor, and do beseech Thee to guide us in our undertaking, open our 
hearts that we may give conscientiously and liberally of our possessions, as did Thy chosen people of 
old.  Grant us to stand in this temple at its dedication with a deepened sense of Thy beauty, and a 
clearer vision of Thy heavenly worship in which we, with Thy saints and angels, shall forever, in the 
heaven of heavens, cry, holy, holy, holy: through Jesus Christ, whom we worship as one God with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost now and ever, Amen. 

“Guard and defend, O Lord, the workmen who labor upon this building: keep them from 
accident and harm: keep them also from the evil one and from every act and word that may profane 
this holy place, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.  Amen.” 

Services Today In Brief 
All the services today will be especially interesting. The Rev. W. C. Robertson, the rector, 

will be the celebrant at the Holy Communion at 7 o'clock A.M. 
The names of the children who attend Sunday School will be put in the corner stone at the 

11 o'clock service.  The Rev. W. R Lord, special preacher at Grace Church, Broadway, New York 
City, will preach. 
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Bishop Gailor will preach at the great open air service for the laying of the comer stone and 
also at the 7:30 o'clock service in the evening. 

The following day (October 29, 1906) the Chattanooga Times carried an interesting account 
of the laying of the cornerstone. 

(BILL, could there be a page missing here? The next paragraph seems to refer to 
an article which is not  here. ) 

The figures in the article just quoted from the Chattanooga Times had a very positive ring, 
and yet in the minutes of a vestry meeting held March 4, 1907, I find a note that makes me wonder 
if these figures actually have any great validity.  In these minutes there is a record of: “Motion 
made by Mr. Grady, seconded by Mr. Howell, that the vestry cooperating with the pastor have a 
meeting for the purpose of finding as near as possible who are the members of Christ Church.” 

In spite of the zeal of the local congregation it seems that Father Robertson must have 
realized that some money would need to come from outside sources for at a meeting of the vestry 
April 12, 1907, a “motion made by Mr. French, seconded by Mr. Terrell, that Dr. Robertson be 
authorized to visit eastern cities for the purpose of raising money for building fund, and that his 
expenses be defrayed from building fund.” 

By fall enthusiasm must have been running fairly high and the Vestry's faith must have 
gained the size of a pumpkin seed for on the 11th of October, 1907, they adopted a resolution 
which was to be the witch astride the congregation's back for many years to come.  Before its 
numerous consequences completed their course it was to sever friendships, embitter numerous 
parishioners, and come within a hair's breadth of closing the doors of the church. 

A copy of the minutes follow: 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE VESTRY OF  
CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

IN THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 

Held on the 11th day of October, 1907, at Christ Church Vestry room, pursuant to 
acceptance of notice and waiver of notice by all of the Vestrymen of said Parish as evidenced by their 
signatures hereto attached. There were present at said meeting the following vestrymen: N. H. Grady, 
Robert Davidson, W. A. Terrell, F. O. Rettig, R. W. Park, W. A Fairchild, J. C. Howell, being a 
quorum of said Vestry.  The following resolution was introduced by J. C. Howell:  Whereas, J. C. 
Howell, as Treasurer of Christ Church, has heretofore negotiated for a loan of Sixteen Thousand 
Dollars with interest at 5 per cent., principal payable five years from date, interest to be made payable 
on the 1st days of November and the 1st days of May of each and every year, the Church to carry 
insurance to the amount of twenty-four thousand dollars in the interest of the mortgage, and taxes of 
any description levied on the property or the mortgage shall be payable by the mortgagee; 

Be it Therefore Resolved, that this vestry do hereby ratify and confirm the application for 
said loan, and do authorize the closing of said loan on the above conditions and terms, the proper 
papers to be made and executed by the Vestry and the Church to bear all expenses incident to the 
drawing of the papers, searching titles and the like. 

On motion, duly seconded, the said resolution was unanimously adopted, every Vestryman 
conveying therefore, and the said J. C. Howell, Treasurer, was instructed to have the abstract and 
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papers prepared and to have the same properly executed by the Vestrymen of the Church.  The 
meeting on motion adjourned. 

Robert Davidson, Secretary 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Sunday, April 12, 1908, was one of the red letter days in the life of Christ Church Parish.  
According to The Chattanooga Times, for that date, (p. 10. cols. 1 and 2) the congregation was 
jubilant over the completion of the new church.  Following is the complete text of the article from 
The Times: 

The members of Christ Church parish will celebrate today, the Sunday next before Easter, 
known as Palm Sunday, in the handsome new church, which has been in course of erection for the 
past four years.  

The order of the service will be: 
Holy Communion  7:30 AM. 
Sunday School  9: 15 A M. 
Service and procession of palms and sermon, 11 AM. 
Evening Service and Sermon, 8 P.M. 

The ushers for the center aisle are: 
Mr. W. A Terrell and Mr. J. H. Latimer 
North Aisle (right) Mr. J. B. French 
North Aisle (left) Mr. J. C. Howell 

The offertory solo will be “The Palms” at both services and will be sung by 
Mrs. J. T. Charlton. 

The choir is comprised of the following: 
Director:  The Reverend William C. Robertson 
Organist:  Mrs. W. T. Gaston 
Assistant Organist:  Mrs. Leslie Dunning 
Librarian:  Mrs. M. P. Hawk 
Crucifer:  S. Withers Howell 
Juniors: John Ripley, Mainard Leavitt, Beverly Walker, Raymond 

Edwards, Nelson Palmer, Herbert Walker, Tom Ripley, James Nall, 
Lawrence Leavitt, Ernest Hamblen, Adolph Ochs, Austin Park, Charles 
Walter, Holt Walker. 

Probationers:  Julian Benyhill and Willie Martin 
Seniors:  E. R. Seiter, Joseph W. Edwards, F. D. Fuller, John L. Wood, M. P. Hawk, Cedric 

Abee1, G. H. Dunning, J. L. Hume, E. T. Blake, J. B. Hunter. 

The auxiliary choir members are:  Mrs. R. W. Park, Mrs. T. C. Charlton, Mrs. J. A Willard, 
Mrs. Edith Wellman, R. W. Park.  

Orchestra:  Miss Ethel Mills, Leader violin Miss Abeel, violin, Miss Armstrong, violin 

There will be night services Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 7:30 o'clock. The services 
of the three hours Passion will be held Good Friday, from 12 o'clock to 3 o'clock P.M. with 
meditations on the last words of the Savior spoken from the cross. 

Past History of the Church 

The first service held by members of Christ Church, after being taken into the state diocese 
as a church parish, was the celebration of the Holy Communion, Ash Wednesday, 1901.  The first 
service held at the present location was Sunday, June 23, 1901, in the parlors of the old residence 
which formerly stood on the present site of the new building 
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On December 13, 1904, Bishop Gailor of the state diocese, broke ground for the church 
which will be occupied today.  Sunday, October 28, 1906, at 4 o'clock p.m. Bishop Gailor laid the 
cornerstone with appropriate exercises.  In the cornerstone were placed the names of the church 
members, Sunday School members, members of the different church organizations and a copy of the 
Chattanooga Times containing an account of the ceremony.   

Church Not Complete 
The church is not yet fully completed.  It will take five or six years to accomplish this in 

every detail.  There is a great broad screen of three arches to go between the choir and the nave of the 
church. 

The pipe organ will be placed during the summer.  It is possible that an organ will be one of 
the memorials given the church.  The rector, Rev. W. C. Robertson is in correspondence with some 
friends in regard to such a gift.  The church will have a number of memorials.  The pulpit of oak and 
brass is a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Elbert T. Sevier, both faithful and devout members of the parish.  
The cross at the altar is a memorial to Mrs. Williams, mother of Paul Williams, who was post office 
inspector here.  The brass vases are memorials to Mary Ann Virgin, mother of a member of the 
parish.  The Eagle Lectern is a memorial to the father of Mrs. Louis Mattan, who was at one time a 
member of the parish.  The missal and brass rest is [sic] a memorial to Mrs. George A. Chapman.  
The altar in the Lady Chapel will be a memorial to Emily Theone Hawk, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
M. P. Hawk, devoted members of the parish. 

The eucharistic lights will be a memorial to Edith Sevier.  The processional cross will be a 
memorial to Overton Lea, Jr. given by his sister, Mrs. W. C. Robertson. 

There are other memorials which will perhaps be in place by Easter. The memorials in the 
church stand as witness to the devotion of the living to loved ones who have passed from life. 

The names of those who have been connected with the building of the church spiritually, 
financially and materially, are as follows: 

Rector:  Rev. Wm. Robertson 
Senior Warden:  Mr. W.A. Terrell 
Junior Warden:  Mr. Jo H. Latimer 
Treasurer:  Mr. J. C. Howell 
Vestrymen:  W. A. Fairchild,   N. H. Grady 
 T. E. Pegues   T. A. Rettig 
 R. H. Gray   Rev. Park  
 J. B. French 
Building Committee:  J. C. Howell, Chairman, W. A. Terrell J. B. French  

Architects: Mason Maury, Louisville, Ky., Designer: D. V. Stroop Chattanooga,  
Supervisor, General Contractor, Joseph Trimby.  Acolytes and Servers:  Ernest Walker,  
Frank Kalb, St. John Park, Charles Walter, Austin Park, James Nall. 

The building has been erected without having been profaned in the use of oaths by the 
builders.  Daily prayers have been said by the rector and many members of the congregation that 
those working on the church might be spared hurt by accident and constrained from the use of 
profanity. 

The convention of the Diocese of Tennessee will meet in the church the first week in May 
and the congregation is joyous over getting in the new church before the meeting of the Convention. 

Christ Church Guild, of which J. D. Jordan is president and the Woman's Auxiliary of the 
Board of Missions, of which Mrs. C. H Dunning is president, the Daughters of the King, of which 
Mrs. W. T. Gaston is president, have been most assiduous in their labors to have everything ready for 
today's service.  On account of the illness of Mrs. R. W. Park, leading soprano of the choir, the first 
service will be held without her.  Mrs. Park, Mrs. Gaston, the organist, and Austin Park have been 
with the choir from the organization. 
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  * * * * * * * *  

Soon after the jubilant celebration (April 20, 1908) the good news and the bad was sent to 
each member of the parish in the following letter: 

Chattanooga, Tenn. April 20, 1908 Members of Christ Church Chattanooga, Tenn. My 
beloved friends; 

Doubtless it will be interesting for you to know exactly how much money you have 
expended upon the beautiful and substantial building, which we are so heartily enjoying. 

Up to this date we have disbursed on the new building and the lot $42,162.36, and this does 
not include the old building and repairs to the same. 

Of this amount $6,500.00 was for the lot, and $1,750.00 for the stone foundation, and the 
balance $33, 912.36 has been spent for the building and excavation. 

Our indebtedness consists of some unpaid bills as follows, Joe Trimby about $900.00, 
Terrell & Hedges, fixtures $125.00, Seats $850.00, Tom Trimby, painting, about $25.00, and a loan 
from the Metropolitan Insurance Co. $16,000.00, making a total of $17,900.00, still having a small 
balance of $24.19 to the credit of the Building Fund, and these figures do not include any collections 
on Easter Sunday. 

Collections Easter Sunday amounted to $1,424.67, of which $100.00 was for current 
expenses, and the balance for the building fund, and $1,016.00 was from the Ladies Guild, and 
$44.00 from St. Mary's Guild. 

It was agreed that $800.00 each year should be paid for interest on the $16,000.00 loan by 
the Ladies Guild, and they have placed the amount necessary for the May interest in my hands for 
payment. 

Our indebtedness for the seats $830.00 is now the most pressing claim, and I will make a 
payment on this debt out of the offering on Easter Sunday, and I believe if each and every member 
will make another strenuous effort towards collections, that we will very soon be able to liquidate the 
indebtedness that is now and past due. 

We have paid Mr. Joseph Trimby up to date on his contract $23,150.00, which is short 
$850.00, besides he has some extras, which bill has not been presented. 

As Chairman of the Building Committee, I can attest to the substantial character of the 
building, and with some slight changes, and some work that has not yet been approved, I feel sure 
that we have a structure, of which we may be justly and truly proud. 

Yours very truly, 
J. H. HOWELL 
Treasurer, and Chairman Building Committee 

* * * * * * * * * * 

There are many legends extant concerning when and how Christ Church evolved as a High 
Church.  The first evidence in writing that has been discovered so far occurs in the minutes of the 
Vestry meeting, held at the residence of the treasurer, Mr. J. C. Howell, December 13, 1908.  The 
minutes end with the following remarks: 

Then followed an informal discussion of the Church services, some of the vestrymen 
expressing the opinion that there was too much tendency to extreme High Church, while others 
seemed to be satisfied with the services and willing to leave the matter entirely to the judgment and 
wishes of the Rector. 
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From this one paragraph I am led to believe that considerable credence may be placed in the 
oral traditions which claim that numerous people who left St. Paul's Church to aid in founding a 
new church on the east side of town regretted their action so much a few years later that they 
drifted back to St. Paul's.  A careful check of Church records concerning transfers between the two 
Churches will certainly show that quite a few people left Christ Church for St. Paul's, but the 
question of why is open for debate. 

The falling off in attendance must have been very gradual for in the minutes of the Annual 
Parish Meeting, April 12, 1909, there is mention of an address by Mr. Robertson giving general 
summary of conditions in the Parish, “flourishing and promising, 200 communicants.”  No matter 
how “flourishing and promising” the Church condition may have been, there seems to have been no 
great zeal for parish meetings.  There were 40 present.  The “promising” seemed to keep extending 
more promises and fulfilling few or none, for in every meeting of the Vestry recorded in 1909 there 
is a sad refrain running through the minutes, “on account of lack of funds, nothing has been done.” 

At the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Chapel, Monday Night, March 28, 1910, “it was 
decided by vote that the next meeting should be composed of 9 vestrymen.” 

The attendance at this meeting was double that of the previous year as there were 82 people 
present; however, the tone of the minutes of that meeting lacked the enthusiasm so prevalent in the 
reports of former years.  Apparently it was a case of “coming events casting long shadows before 
them” for at a meeting of the Vestry, April 11, 1910, “at the request of the Vestry, a petition signed 
by twenty-two members of the Parish and five other people asking for the Rector's resignation was 
read to them.  Mr. Howell and Mr. Hawk were appointed by the Vestry as a committee to draft 
resolutions in regard to the petition.” 

On May 9th of that year another meeting of the Vestry was held and in the minutes of that 
meeting there is this item concerning the petition for the Rector's resignation.  “The committee 
appointed to draft suitable resolutions on the petition received by the Rector asking for his 
resignation, reported that after due deliberation, they decided it would be best to take no further 
cognizance of the petition.” 

Just who these parishioners were is no longer remembered by anyone I could find in Christ 
Church parish.  A good guess by one parishioner suggested that it was very likely the people who 
were unhappy with the “High” services.  Eventually this discontented group made their way, a few 
at a time, to the Mother Church, St. Paul's. 

During these early years of the Church there was an incredible amount of work carried on 
by such organizations as the Daughters of the King, the Woman's Auxiliary, and Christ Church 
Guild.  The latter organization seems to have been an extremely busy and effective group at fund 
raising as they were carrying the interest on the Church's heavy loan.  At this Annual Meeting the 
Rector pleaded with the Parish to see that this congregation free “the Guild” of this onerous task so 
that they might put their funds “in some permanent memorial in the Church.”  However, the 
congregation must not have taken to the suggestion, if it was ever offered, for in the minutes of the 
vestry meeting, October 2, 1911, there is a paragraph which reads:  “Since Easter only about $20 to 
$35 a week had been coming in and that we were now using Building Fund money to pay current 
expenses.” 

The vestry for 1913 evidently had great faith in the congregation for in the face of heavy 
indebtedness they committed the parish to even more debts, as the Warden's report Easter Monday, 
March 24, 1913 clearly shows. 
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WARDEN'S REPORT EASTER MONDAY. MARCH 24. 1913 
The duties of the two wardens being, practically along the same lines, we have compared 

notes, the result of which is this joint report. 

There is, in fact, little to report, which is not already known to most of you. 

During the year, we have expended between forty and fifty dollars in repairs, and the 
property is in fairly good condition.  There are some other minor repairs which are needed now 
which will amount to about fifty dollars.  The hope of beautifying the interior of our church has been 
dispelled by a depleted treasury, all available funds for current expenses being necessarily applied for 
that purpose. 

An inventory was made of the church furnishings, and our property is valued at 
approximately $75,000.00.  Insurance on this property to the amount of $18,000.00 was placed, 
covering a period of five years dating from October 23rd, 1912, the premium on which has been paid, 
except about $100.00 which is now due. 

Our furnace—of inadequate capacity--has performed hard service since its installation, and 
is, we regret to report, in a sad state of deterioration, a matter for the deliberations of the succeeding 
vestry. 

We have been blessed in the gift by St. John's Parish, Toledo, Ohio, of an altar valued at 
$500.00 which was installed by the Guild without expense to the vestry. 

The rector, wardens and vestry have recently closed a contract with Pilcher & Co., of 
Louisville, Ky., for the installation of a sixty five hundred dollar organ which will be in position in 
July of this year.  On account of the liberal terms of payment offered, the vestry felt justified in 
placing the order, regardless of a donation which we hope to secure.  Announcement will be made by 
the succeeding vestry of the plan for raising the organ fund and it is hoped that every man, woman 
and child will consider it his or her privilege as well as duty, to solicit funds and report to the 
constituted authorities. 

In closing this report, your wardens most earnestly and respectfully urge upon the members 
of the parish a more active support of the vestry.  The vestryman's pathway is not an easy one to 
travel and unless he is backed by the parishioners collectively, he does not accept the honor with any 
feeling of exultation.  It should be remembered that the vestry you elect, is expected to provide a 
rector, an organist, a janitor, lights, fuel and numerous incidentals, all of which call for money.  True, 
through the generosity of one of our parishioners, together with that band of faithful women, Christ 
Church Guild, whose efforts have been mainly responsible for preserving our charter, we are relieved 
of the salary of the most finished organist this city has ever known; but the remainder of the 
necessary expenses is a burden which at times has staggered us.  The rector has stood shoulder to 
shoulder with the vestry and has actually undertaken the task: of raising the funds for our current 
expenses.  It is through his efforts alone that we reduced our church debt during the year fifteen 
hundred dollars, and we take this means of acknowledging our appreciation for his services in this 
respect. 

We urge upon you the necessity of keeping up your pledge weekly. 

Respectfully submitted.  W. T. Gaston, Sr. Warden R W. Park, Jr. Warden 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Apparently sometime prior to July, 1913, some arrangement had been made for an assistant 
for the rector, in order for him to have more time for his duties, or else to have a vacation.  No 
mention is made of why, but, “There was a vestry meeting called by Father Gray which was held in 
the tower of the Church July 15, 1913, enabling him to get acquainted with the vestrymen.” 
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An especially interesting thing about this call meeting of the vestry is the fact that according 
to the minutes it was “held in the tower of the church,” which indicates that the brick structure had 
been completed and the tower rooms furnished prior to July, 1913.  This is the first mention made 
in writing that I have found concerning the tower rooms. 

In the minutes of a vestry meeting called by the Senior Warden, W. T. Gaston, there is a 
paragraph which sheds some light on the situation.  “Vestry understands the arrangement was made 
between Father Robertson and Father Gray and was as follows - that Father Gray was to officiate 
during Father Robertson's absence and that Father Robertson guarantees salary @ $100.00 per 
month.”  There is no notice of any sanction to this arrangement having been made by the vestry. 

By November, 1913, things were evidently going none too well as this copy of a call 
meeting on November 28th will show: 

Call Meeting Nov. 28, 1913 
Fr. Robertson made the following proposition, this proposition was that he would donate his 

salary $1,800.00 per annum, from Dec 1st 1913 to Dec. 1st 1914.  It was further agreed that the 
Vestry was to borrow enough money to pay his salary in full up to Dec. 1st 1913. 

Another consideration that no improvements or expense would incur on church other than 
the necessary running expenses without FR. Robertson's approval, also he was not to be asked to 
raise any funds for the running expenses of Christ Church.  The above was submitted to the Vestry by 
Fr. Robertson.  Mr. Hawk made a motion that we accept his proposition.  The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Marshall and was carried by vote of vestry.  The vestry was present and voted J. C. Howell, 
M. P. Hawk, D. A. Marshall, Ervin Reilly, W. T. Gaston (cast no vote), J. G. English and R. W. 
Parks. 

Note:  The proposition that Fr. Robertson submitted to the vestry and explained by Mr. J. C. 
Howell and he recommended same be accepted then the vestry appointed a Committee to borrow the 
money and pay Fr. Robertson salary up to Dec. 1st 1913.  This committee consisted of Mr. J. C. 
Howell, Mr. W. T. Gaston and Ervin Reilly.  The figures submitted by Fr. Robertson showed the 
indebtedness of current bills now due was approximately $3,336.00 including budget for current 
expenses for coming year. 

D. A. Marshall 
Sec'y 

In spite of the hardships and disappointments that had been met on every hand from the 
very beginning of the church here was an amazing amount of tenacity exhibited; the bickering, 
fuming and dissatisfactions of a few had not wrecked the Church, but certainly it was not 
strengthening its foundations. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The warden's report for April 13, 1914, gives a fairly clear idea of the condition of the 
Parish and the spirit then prevalent among its members. 

WARDENS REPORT. EASTER MONDAY. APRIL 13.1914 
We are happy to report that our main building is in first class condition.  About the only 

repairs necessary during the year, have been applied to the roof and furnace.  The frame building is in 
as good condition as could be expected of one tottering with age and exposed to the criticism of the 
passing public.  We recommend to the incoming vestry that some steps be taken to put it in better 
condition. 



 

16 

The furnace is practically worn out and will not be serviceable next winter.  It was patched 
last fall but it has been impossible to obtain its full heating capacity and we recommend to the 
incoming vestry that steps be taken immediately looking to its replacement.  It is necessary for the 
preservation of the organ to maintain an even temperature and this cannot be accomplished with the 
present facilities. 

The chief event of the year was that forecasted in our last report-the installation of our 
magnificent organ.  It is probably not within the wardens' jurisdiction to touch upon the financial 
features of the organ, but we are selfish enough to bring to your attention in this report the fact that 
we have both aged considerably and the younger members of your vestry have had an object lesson 
in frenzied finance seldom witnessed in church circles, following two fierce campaigns for funds 
necessary to meet the first two payments. We must also remind you that a third campaign must start 
at once for funds to meet the third payment of approximately nine hundred and fifty dollars, due July 
21st of the current year.  We hope the next campaign will meet with quicker results than the two 
which we are trying to forget, and to that end, we recommend to the incoming that a systematic 
organization be effected for raising the funds.  There is no doubt in our minds that this money can be 
gotten together, provided the entire burden is not shifted to the shoulders of the new vestry.  The 
parish as a whole should participate in the struggle.  This is your spiritual home and it seems that 
every member should take his or her part in preserving the beauty and dignity of its appointments, 
just as you do the house wherein you dwell from day to day.  As in our last report, we urge your co-
operation with the vestry, especially in responding to a call for a parish meeting when the occasion 
demands. 

The value of our property which was reported last year was $75,000.00 has been increased 
by the installation of the organ, valued at $7,000.00 the insurance of $18, 000.00 having been 
increased to $23,000.00. 

Respectfully submitted. W. T. Gaston, Senior Warden; R. W. Parks, Junior Warden 

In support of the contention that the parish life was not as healthy as might seem from a 
cursory glance, one only has to read a letter that was sent to each member of the parish about 
November, 1914.  Although the letter is undated it was attached to another letter dated October 23, 
1914, so it must have gone out in late October or early November of that year.  At any rate, it gives 
a very clear picture of the prevailing condition of Christ Church Parish at that time. 

Dear Fellow Members of Christ Church: 
We, a committee of your Vestry, have been appointed to send to every member of Christ 

Church, a statement giving the condition of our affairs, and appealing for their hearty co-operation in 
carrying out the work for the coming Fall. 

Eight months ago we owed $2,200.00 in current bills.  Today we owe $47.00, which is the 
least we have ever owed for current expenses in the history of the Parish.  This condition has been 
brought about by careful financing, and a great deal of time and thought spent on the part of your 
Vestry and the loyalty and interest of only a few.  This has been accomplished under the following 
conditions. 

We have something over 200 members of Christ Church.  Of these, 123 have made no 
pledge towards the support of the Church, 52 have pledged and paid only a part, 25 have kept up their 
pledges in full. 

You see that the twenty-five have been setting us an example of generous giving, and except 
for them our Parish could probably not have run. 

We do not criticize the delinquents, for we acknowledge from our own experience that 
sometimes it is hard to get offerings to the Church and to the Treasurer.  We are going to do better 
ourselves as a vestry, and we have devised a way to help you.  We have employed a young man to 
look after the Church Building, and to assist the Treasurer, Mr. Irving Reilly.  The Treasurer will 
send him for your offerings whenever you may be unable to bring it to the altar yourself. 
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To which of these three classes do you belong?  If not already there, won't you join the 
twenty-five.  We ask every member to cultivate the thoughtfulness, generosity and loyalty of this 
twenty-five. 

If under the above conditions we have done so well, what could we not do if the spirit of the 
twenty-five spread to the 175? 

The following will be our budget beginning with December the first, and what we ask is 
this; if you have signed a pledge, to increase it if possible.  If you have been irregular, to become 
systematic like the twenty-five.  If you have not signed a pledge, to do so now for some amount 
however small or large.  Your honesty of purpose will not be questioned by the Treasurer. 

 WEEKLY BUDGET 

Pastor $25.00 

Custodian and Assistant 10.00 

Interest on Organ 4.00 

Interest on Building Debt 14.00 

 ($14,500 at 5%) 

Light 2.00 

Fuel 5.00 

Repairs 2.50 

Telephone    .50 

 63.00 

  
A package of envelopes for the weekly gift will be delivered to you when the pledge is 

made. Your offering may be made monthly if you prefer. 

Yours faithfully, for the good of our Beloved Parish. 

J. C. Howell, Senior Warden. 
 Irving Reilly, Treasurer. 
 D. A Marshall, Secretary 
 L. B. West, for Finance Committee 

* * * * * * * * *  

There have been many legends handed down concerning the dissatisfaction of members of 
the Parish with the Rector, the Reverend Wm. C. Robertson. Oral tradition has it that the great lack 
of monetary support from a majority of the parishioners was due to the fact that they actually hoped 
Mr. Robertson would resign. The mere handful of loyal parishioners who kept the parish going 
were all devoted to Mr. Robertson, and determined that he should remain in power. Among the few 
people who still remember the situation I have found a curious hesitancy to speak forthrightly. 
From some there came a violent denial that any of the parishioners (other than a few who returned 
to St. Paul's) ever opposed him. But there was one who firmly believed that Father Robertson's 
inability ever to compromise in matters concerning the Church gave rise to such widespread 
dissatisfaction that the parishioners simply withheld any support hoping they would force him to 
leave. Where the truth lay is anybody's guess, but among the ardent supporting group there seems 
to have been none stronger than the members of Christ Church Guild, as this copy of a letter from 
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them will show. It was attached to a copy of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of April 5, 
1915. 

Chattanooga 
Feb. 13, 1915 
Sec. Christ Church Vestry: 

At the last meeting of Christ Church Guild we discussed the question of working for the 
organ fund and it was decided to do so beginning at Easter, provided that the vestry take some steps 
towards paying our Rector's salary. We feel that the organ must be paid for, but that while we are not 
paying our Rector, it is wrong to pay an organist. I suggest that we do away with an organist for the 
present and apply that amount towards our Rector's salary. We can worship without an organist but 
we cannot without a priest: we will be glad to hear from the vestry on that subject. 

Written by order of the Guild. 

Ella Giles Dunning 

Secretary 

There is no evidence of what action was taken concerning this letter. However, in the 
minutes of the vestry meeting held August 20, 1915, there is a record of a motion being made, 
seconded and carried authorizing Father Robertson to hire an organist, Miss Pauline Ogle, if she 
would accept the job for $45.00 a month. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

(From April, 1915, to March 21, 1920, no written records were available on Christ Church 
Parish. I did not search the newspapers of the period since I felt that I would not find enough 
information to justify the expenditure of my eyesight, and the limited time I can devote to this 
work.) 

* * * * * * * * * * 

On Sunday, March 21, 1920 the first issue of “Christ Church Reminder” made its 
appearance with the following announcement. 

It is a great pleasure to introduce the first issue of Christ Church Reminder. It has become a 
necessity to have an organ through which the Pastor, Vestry and Organizations can speak to the 
members of the congregation and keep them in touch with the work and life of the parish. 

A great number of announcements at the late Mass prolongs the service and detracts from 
the spirit of worship. Each issue will contain the news - personal and official of the Parish; a Column 
of Instruction “Learn by heart this week”; the names of those, the anniversary of whose passing on, 
falls during the week and for whom the Requiem Mass on the coming Saturday will be celebrated; 
the work of Christ Church Men's Club and Service League; the work of Christ Church Guild and 
Women's Service League; and any other matters of spiritual interest to the Congregation. 

Every one is asked to pay the subscription price of 25~ {6 mos.) which will pay for the 
mailing. Those who attend the services are asked to take their papers from the Church. The four or 
five advertisements on the back page will pay for the printing and everyone is asked to see that the 
persons advertising really receive some business in lieu of the money spent for advertising. 
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We are missing our dear Bishop's visits. The fact that he has been honored by being elected 
president of the council for the whole Church does not help our disappointment much in not having 
him with us for his regular visitation. Since his first visit, the second Sunday after Easter, 1901, he 
has confirmed in this Parish 293 persons. To be chief Pastor of this number of people in one parish 
BRINGS HIM AND THEM VERY CLOSE TOGETHER. We miss him very much and hope that 
some time as he comes and goes he may pay us a visit. Taking up the work where Bishop Gailor has 
been compelled to surrender it Bishop Beatty made his first official visitation to our Parish last 
Sunday. He confirmed on that day 4 persons at St. Mary's (Colored Mission), 1 person at Erlanger 
Hospital, 17 at the night service in the Parish Church, and 1 person at Evening Prayer last Friday. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

It had been a long hard struggle, but after twenty years Christ Church Parish was making 
itself felt in the social and economic life of Chattanooga. The “Christ Church Reminder” for 
Saturday, September 12, 1920, carried the following full page announcement regarding a Service 
League. 

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE LEAGUE 
We are trying to follow the suggestion of the church at large in the matter of coordinating 

the activities of the church and place them under one management. It will be a great day in the 
Kingdom of God when our church takes such action and shows such interest in strictly spiritual and 
soul saving affairs. If the General Convention would organize the Church Prayer League or 
Eucharistic League or a League for Penitents or Preaching of Missions or Restoring our Lord's own 
service as the chief act of worship or a League for teaching the Catholic faith and practice, and stop 
playing around the fringes of religion and get down to the business of saving souls, as St. Paul and 
the early church did, what a harvest we would reap for “the field is ripe with the harvest.” Will it not 
be wonderful when this comes? It is surely coming when people get tired of straddling and trying to 
teach Protestantism in the Catholic Church and trying to govern and conduct the affairs of the 
Catholic Church in a protestant way and after the methods and instructions of Protestantism and 
realize the shifting foundation and human failure of Protestantism that a great uprising will take place 
and the Church's day will be at hand. But the arrival of this day depends upon the loyalty and 
faithfulness of those who know and believe that the gates of hell shall never prevail against His 
church. 

After taking counsel with many of our wisest and most earnest people it seems best to 
organize the whole parish, men, women and children, with our League in the Christ Church Service 
League. I have drawn up a tentative plan and appointed temporary officers upon the advice of a large 
number of our people, as follows: The League will, have four meetings a year. Every man, woman 
and child to be a member and attend these meetings. The meetings will be in the spring, summer, fall 
and winter and be a combination of pleasure and business. 

The officers will be Mr. E. G. Billingsley, president; Major J. M. Luke, vice-president; Miss 
Eleanor Few, secretary; Miss Florence Mills, Treasurer.  The League will operate under four 
departments in Missions, Social Service, Religious Education and Parish Guilds. Each department 
will meet once a month. The officers of these departments will be:  

Missions - Mrs. E. M. Ellsworth, Chairman 

Social Service - Mrs. Geo. K Brown, Chairman 

Religious Education - Mrs. Gordon Moumblo, Chairman 

Parish Guilds - Mrs. W. T. Gaston, Chairman 
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The other officers serving at present will please continue.  The general officers and heads of 
departments will constitute the Executive Committee. The quarterly meeting of the League will be 
conducted by each department successively. 

The personnel and workers in each department will be worked out at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee to be held at Mr. Billingsley's Tuesday night next at 7:30 o'clock. 

It was through the work of this Service League that a Venereal Disease Detention Clinic 
(one of the first in Chattanooga) was set up at the County Jail. In the annual report of the 
Department of Social Service, of Christ Church Service League, I find the following mention of 
this clinic. “The work of the Department this year was chiefly a faithful continuation of visiting the 
Detention Clinic for women at the County Jail and encouraging the matron in her efforts to elevate 
the ideals of the inmates. The girls, with assistance and encouragement, have done a fair amount of 
fancy work and sewing, from the sale of which the matron has started a fund to purchase 
necessities for the girls, other than those furnished by the jail officials and interested friends. 
Christmas was made very pleasant for the girls by Mrs. McGuire, the matron, and other friends. On 
Christmas Eve Father Robertson held a little service for them, and through God's grace one of the 
girls is now preparing for baptism. Through the generosity of Father Robertson, all the girls at the 
County jail were supplied with boxes of stationery.” 

The report goes on to enumerate visits to the County Poor House, Erlanger Hospital, and 
Pine Breeze, with baskets of fruit and magazines for distribution. The good work did not stop there 
as the report mentions baskets of groceries, toys, clothing, etc., that were prepared and distributed 
to needy families. 

Again in ”The Reminder,” for June 27, 1920, there is a brief notice concerning work being 
done at St. Joseph's Mission in South Chattanooga. This seems to have been of extremely short 
duration for in “The Reminder” for July 1920, there was the following announcement: 

St. Joseph Mission House has been moved from 901 Whiteside Street to 227 Oak Street. 
Mrs. Rasmiselle is matron and Brother Mark, P.O.H.G., and Mr. Hopkin are missionaries in 
residence. 

Next Tuesday night St. Joseph's will keep open house and has cordially invited all members 
of the parish to come to our housewarming. We need household accessories such as towels, tumblers, 
napkins, cups and saucers and staple groceries. If you can give even one cup bring it Tuesday night 
next. Telephone Main 66. 

We have given up the idea of a mission work in South Chattanooga. The missionary work in 
the Diocese seems to be so unsettled that I deem it “inexpedient” to pursue any mission work except 
that among our colored people. For twenty-two years I have been doing mission work in the Diocese 
and only for the saving of souls through God's Holy Catholic Church which He hath planted in this 
our native land. As compared with Protestant work done after Catholic Methods and with Catholic 
teaching compares most favorably. Among parishes ours is the only self supporting parish born in the 
last twenty years with the possible exception of Holy Trinity, Memphis. We have one hundred and 
fifty actual communicants and a property worth about $90, 000 and only a net debt of $5,000. Among 
schools St. Andrew's certainly stands out pre-eminent in progress and growth, having provided for 
and taught poor boys whom on one is thus helping as a class, and this without aid from the Diocese. 
Among negroes our Mission of St. Mary the Virgin stands third in strength in the Diocese, has 
excelled all others in recent confirmations and has added the only well educated colored man to the 
ministry converted to the Church on Tennessee soil. Rev. 1. A. Johnson, Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church, Chattanooga, has been confirmed, and after six months of study and training 
in St. Mary's, is soon to be ordained by Bishop Beatty and placed in charge of the biggest colored 
work in the Diocese, Emmanuel Church, Memphis. Let us all go forward in faith and let nothing 
interfere lest haply anyone or thing so doing fights against God and His Church and be condemned. 
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As the social work of the church progressed, its influence spread more and more through 
the community so that citizens of Chattanooga in no way connected with the parish became 
interested and often aided some of the worthy projects. Father Robertson had long been interested 
in doing something to aid the victims of drug addiction, and shortly after he succeeded in getting 
the V. D. Detention Clinic in operation announcement was made of the opening of a sanitorium for 
the victims of drug addiction. 

“Christ Church Reminder,” (Vol. 1, No. 25) for September 3, 1920, carried the following 
news of this worthy project. 

The Anti-Narcotic League of Tennessee has been chartered. The incorporators and Board of 
Directors are Judge A. W. Chambliss, Messrs. Emil Wassman, Frank S. Carden, M. Z. L. Fuller, Sam 
A. Strauss, Mrs. Leon Porter, Dr. E. B. Wise and Rev. W. C. Robertson. The officers elected are the 
Rev. Wm. C. Robertson, President; Mr. S. A. Strauss, Treasurer; Mrs. Leon Porter, Secretary; Miss 
Ethel Brazleton, Superintendent; Dr. E. B. Wise, Chairman Medical Board, and Drs. Hochstetter and 
Jacobs, House Physicians. The immediate work of the League is to operate the City Sanitarium for 
the cure of any sort of drug addiction. The Sanitarium is at 209 E. Street and will open for patients at 
10 o'clock Monday morning, Sept. 6th. The telephone number is. Main 1256. There will be 
absolutely no publicity in the work. Outsiders will not know who are patients and no visitors except 
under rare circumstances will be allowed. “Telephone visiting” will be allowed. The Board feels this 
will fill a great need and already they are getting applications from out of town. It is the only 
sanitarium of its sort in East Tennessee. 

I would like to say to the non-giving and non-attending members of the Parish that I am 
ready at all times, night or day, to serve you as your Pastor and Priest. On the Priest's heart the names 
of poor and rich, just and unjust, loving and malicious, careless and faithful, believing and 
unbelieving, are written in the blood of Jesus, and it is his duty and joy to go after you until he finds 
you, but won't you help a little. All the people of Christ Church are your brothers and sisters and 
want to treat you as such if you will let them. Come and see. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In February 1921, Christ Church Parish celebrated its twentieth anniversary. Fortunately, 
we have “The Reminder” for that date and it is reproduced here because Father Fr. Robertson's 
message on its third page does much toward putting the records straight concerning the bickering 
among parishioners. Seemingly the great bone of contention had been the “High Church” practices. 

The Parish Reception Thursday night was a great success. It was not so largely attended as 
we had expected. We hope to have the Parish Commemoration on each recurring anniversary and we 
hope that as each year goes by we may find, through the grace of God and earnestness of our people, 
each one of the Visions of Mr. Ellsworth coming true. Mr. Ellsworth spoke on “The Next Twenty 
Years,” and transported himself to 1941 and told us what we would have (then). All these things can 
be done. The speeches and recitations were entertaining. The Nominating Committee put before the 
meeting for the officers of the League, for 1921: Mr. George K. Brown, President; Mrs. E. C. 
Johnson, Vice-President, Miss Thankful Everett, Secretary; Miss Florence Mills, Treasurer. For the 
Departments: Missions and Church Extension - Chairman, Mrs. D. F. Beckham, Vice-Chairman, Mr. 
E. G. Billingsley; Parochial - Chairman, Mrs. J. T. Dugger; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Geo. Castings; 
Christian Social Service - Chairman, Mrs. George K. Brown; Vice-Chairman, Mr. James Kalanzis. 
Religious Education. - Chairman, Mrs. R. W. Dugger; Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Gordon Moumblo.  No 
other nominations were made, and the above were unanimously elected. Miss Everett declined the 
election as Secretary and Miss Few was elected in her place. 

The candles used through the coming year will be blessed today before High Mass 
immediately after which the Candlemas Procession will take place. 
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The candles on the High Altar will be memorials to Rosanna Caroline Mills, Ida Williams, 
Helen Potterfield, Mrs. Robt. Tatum, Mrs. Frank Miles, Harry Keller, Ralph E. Walker, Sr., Ralph E. 
Walker, Jr. 

The Candles on the Lady Chapel Altar will be memorials for Ellen Augusta Hartford, 
Richard Franklin Hartford, John Gordon, Douglas Everett, Overton Lea, Sr., Overton Lea, Jr., Wm. 
Royal Robertson, Nancy Boldridge, David W. Hughes, William B. Hughes, Mrs. Robert H. Tatum, 
Emma Bell Miles. 

Thanksgiving for baptism of Catherine Louise Bradshaw, Fred Barkla Park. Thanksgiving 
for St. Mary's Mission work. Intercession for blessing upon Priests and work of Grace Church, White 
Plains, N. Y. 

The candles used in the Seven Branch Sticks are memorials to Lettie P. Howell, Anthony 
Anton, Rolla Billingsley, Jno. Lawrence West. 

There are some of these 4s left and anyone desiring these may obtain them from Mrs. 
Gaston or Mrs. Dugger in the vestibule of the church after High Mass today.  

Immediately after they are blessed, the candles will be distributed to the congregation by the 
Acolytes. Every one is asked to join the procession. The candles carried in procession and any 
number besides may be purchased on leaving the church for use at home for 10 cents apiece. 

I want to remind the members of the congregation that the various officers are elected by 
them and given certain duties, and generally speaking, act for each one of the congregation.  So it 
does not seem quite just when an officer is criticized for doing his or her duty well.  The teams of 
canvassers, the parish clerk and the treasurer have laid upon them the duty of collecting the alms of 
those who for one reason or another are behind.  The object of making a pledge, we take it, is to keep 
it; therefore, it is not criticism of anyone when your committeeman asks you to send in your amount 
before the first of the month, so we may keep down the deficit which is almost sure to occur in the 
paid pledges each month.  Let us each and all help the treasurer do this great work.  . We are all 
thoroughly awake now to the necessity of paying out expenses each month.  So let us one and all help 
and not criticize. 

The financial report of the Treasurer is very gratifying. He and the committee have worked 
hard and if the stride they have taken is kept up for two or three months, we will begin to record “no 
deficit.” The amount pledged for January, 1921, was $96 per week for the five Sundays $480.60.  
There was paid in $376.55, leaving a deficit of $103.45 in pledges for current expenses. There was 
pledged for Missions $22.40, or for five Sundays $112. There was paid in $79.85, leaving a deficit of 
$32.15. 

The total pledged, $592, total given $456.40, total deficit $135.60 This was disappointing to 
those who have worked so hard and under difficulties that we might Publish “no deficit” in paid 
pledges! But listen, it is not so bad as it seems. The Treasurer says, “Assure the congregation that of 
the $103.45 deficit for current expenses only $6.20 is uncollectible and of the $112 deficit for 
Missions only $3.20 is uncollectible.” Which really leaves our deficit at those low figures. Before 
this our “deficit” and “uncollectible” have been synonymous words, but the Treasurer says the net 
$97.25 shortage on current expenses and the net $28.95 shortage for Missions is due to the donors 
being absent from the city or other unforeseen happenings, and he is sure these amounts will come in 
through the work of the committee before another week. The real deficit of $3.20 is lost on account 
of removals and misfortune which cannot be obviated. 

It was a great pleasure to have Bishop Gailor with us last Sunday. A large congregation 
listened to his helpful sermon. We hope he may make many southern visits and count us as one 
parish that needs him whenever he can visit us. 

It seldom falls to the lot of a priest and congregation to begin the life of a parish and go 
along for twenty years together. Today is the twentieth anniversary of the first service and the first 
time the rector of this parish officiated for this congregation. There have been many ups and downs, 
heartaches and misunderstandings along with joys, triumphs and glories. 
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The marvelous thing about the life of the parish is that it has weathered three distinct crises 
when a disruption seemed imminent. It has all been about the practice of the Catholic Religion. Many 
people believe what the church teaches academically, but to make what they believe experimental or 
practical is out of the question. The main reason seems generally to be that someone else objects. 

To “Show forth our Lord's death until He come again” - - for “the continual remembrance” 
and not only for Communion which the church puts second in the catechism -- to believe in the 
“Real, Objective Presence” of our Blessed Lord in the sacrament of the altar and to worship Him by 
bowing down before Him - - all this is a stumbling block and rock of offence, and yet it is hard to see 
how a loving, loyal man or woman can stand bolt upright and not bend the knee before Our Lord 
present under the form of bread and wine, and yet assert his belief that Our Lord is objectively and 
really present there. 

It is the practice of the Catholic that has marked this parish for persecution, belittling, and 
yet for joy, triumph and an influence which we feel only Jesus knows in its fullness. 

Next Sunday we will publish some cold statistics which will give some idea of the work of 
twenty years. 

I want here to assert and acknowledge in behalf of our congregation and my own, that all the 
mistakes, coldness, sins, failures, wrong methods, and shortcomings are ours, and we believe that' 
God has wrought miracles in our midst, and we look on the growth and life of the parish as a great 
miracle, and we do give God the Everlasting and Adorable Trinity glory and honor, and all the credit 
for what has been accomplished. 

It is a true pleasure to have our coadjutor Bishop with us tonight. I bid our congregation to 
pray for him and the work most earnestly. 

However most of the malcontents must have moved back to St. Paul's or to some other 
church by this time, for the “Christ Church Reminder,” Vol. 1, No. 44, Sunday, Jan. 16, 1921 there 
was a message written by the editor which said: 

Of the original communicants who organized the parish only eleven are resident now in 
Chattanooga and members today. They are: Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Gaston, Mr. J. C. Howell, Miss Kate 
Howell, Mrs. S. J. Howell, Mr. and Mrs. L. H. Wilson, Mrs. J. Reilly, Mrs. Geo. Becken (Miss 
Virginia Terrell), Miss Clara Wood and Mrs. Gray Gentry (Miss Evelyn Sevier). 

And in just five more years two of these were to go back to St. Paul's. April 24, 1926, Tom 
Haldeman, Rector of Christ Church, wrote a letter of transfer for Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Gaston from 
Christ Church to St. Paul's. 

The following year on the 21st anniversary Father Robertson again took notice of it in his 
column in “The Reminder,” (Vol. 11, No. 50,) Feb. 26, 1922, by writing 

Today is the twenty-first anniversary of the first service held for Christ Church 
congregation. I arrived in Chattanooga on the 17th of February, 1901. There being no place provided 
for services the next Sunday, Quinquagesima, I held service and preached in Grace Church, South 
Chattanooga, which had no missionary. Before Ash Wednesday we had rented the large assembly 
room on the second floor of the Masonic Temple for $35 a month and the Lenten services were 
begun. Next Sunday I will preach the identical sermon which I preached on the first Sunday in Lent 
1901. I have the identical manuscript. The text is “Except the Lord build the house their labor is but 
lost that build it.” It is interesting to see how the spirit in which the parish was begun has held us up 
and together all through the 21 years and we are still trying to build only as our Lord desires in order 
that what we build may be eternal. 

There is certainly strong implication here that Christ Church started out with every intention 
of being a “high church”; and yet if it did why were there “three distinct crises when a disruption 
seemed imminent”? Whatever the answer may be there is certainly no longer any doubt as to what 
the services would be as long as Father Robertson remained Rector. 
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The lines were clearly drawn. Christ Church was definitely committed to the Anglo-
Catholic tradition. 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Christ Church, Chattanooga, dated Jan. 9, 
1922, read in part: 

The next order of business was the report of the Rector, Reverend Father W. C. Robertson, 
who has finished with this closing year his twenty-first year with Christ Church. He reported that 
during the past year he has had twenty-one baptisms, twenty confirmations, nine marriages and six 
burials. After twenty-one years of sacrifice and labor on the part of our beloved Rector he finds the 
church in better condition this year than ever before, which speaks well for his untiring efforts. In 
closing he requested that the parish use the slogan “Complete the Family,” for the ensuing year. 

But, in a report submitted to Father W. C. Robertson and Vestry of Christ Church, dated 
February 1, 1922, E. G. Billingsley, treasurer of Christ Church, did not sound nearly so optimistic. 
He closed his report with the following: 

Mortgage Debt of Parish 
Again and for the last time I want to call to the Vestry's attention the important fact that no 

effort is being made to collect up past due notes of the congregation. The treasurer is now holding 
about $1,200 worth of these small notes which were due before Oct 1, 1921, and the First National 
Bank holds notes to the amount of $870.30 which were due Oct. 1, 1921 and Jan. 1, 1922, which 
makes a total of $2,070.30 of small notes past due and unpaid.  The fact is that our congregation are 
falling down badly on the payment of small notes, and if something is not done and at once looking 
to this collection we won't be able to make much of a payment on our mortgage note this year. 

For a good many years this was to be the theme that would run like a dirge through the 
various reports of Christ Church. But even with its faltering in financial matters the church 
evidently continued to expand for in “The Reminder” of Jan. 21, 1923, there is a notice introducing 
“our associate rector, the Rev. Henry S. Whitehead.” 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Then in May of 1923 the church started negotiating for the Capt. C. A. Lyerly property 
which was next door to the church. This (if purchased) was to be used as the parish house. On 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1923, a parish meeting was held and the people of the parish agreed to support 
the project for buying this property. 

At the Vestry meeting Monday, Oct. 8, 1923, according to the minutes of that meeting, the 
following action took place: 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
of the Vestry on 

Monday, October 8, 1923 

At 7:30 p.m. on Monday, October 8th, 1923, at the residence of Mr. J. C. Howell was held 
the regular monthly meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church, at which there were present: 

The Rev. Fr. Alfred W. Treen, Associate Rector 
Mr. W. T. Gaston  Mr. George Castings 

Mr. J. T. Dugger  Mr. R. W. Dugger 

Mr. J. C. Howell  Mr. E. G. Billingsley 
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Mr. James Kalanzis  Mr. C. R. Moss 

Mr. George K. Brown  Mr. E. M. Ellsworth 

Mr. Gordon Moumblo  
constituting a quorum. 

As guests of the Vestry there were also present Dr. E. B. Johnson, and Mr. F. T. Johnson, 
the Rev. Fr. Treen presided. The minutes of the previous meeting were not read in the absence of the 
minute book. 

The Treasurer's report for the month of September was read and by proper action approved 
and is attached hereto. The Missionary Treasurer's Report for the month of September was read and 
by proper action was approved and is attached hereto. The Wardens reported the windows and locks 
of the Church are now in good repair. 

By proper action E. M. Ellsworth was appointed as the Parish's Delegate to the Convocation 
of Knoxville at Cleveland, Tennessee, on October 17th, and Mrs. E. M. Ellsworth was appointed as 
Delegate to the same, attendance of the women's auxiliary being on October 18th. 

By proper action the Secretary was directed to address a letter to the Multiform Bulletin 
Company of Chicago in reply to the attached letter from them suggesting that they not ship the notice 
board referred to therein until they are advised by the Vestry to do so as the Vestry has not authorized 
the order for the sign. 

The Secretary then read the attached file of correspondence with the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company of New York indicating their willingness to loan the Parish $38,000 at 15 years 
at 5½ per cent interest. Repayment at the rate of $l,000 each six months. The loan to be secured by a 
first mortgage on our present Church property and also the C. A. Lyerly property adjacent on the 
East. 

By a motion duly seconded and unanimously carried the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that Christ Church Parish purchase from Capt. C. A. Lyerly his residence 
property, adjacent to Christ Church at the price of $30,000 cash to be paid for in one payment out of 
the proceeds of a loan to be made with Metropolitan Life Insurance Company of New York all in 
accordance with Capt. Lyerly's proposal to us. And that the officers of the Vestry be authorized to 
effect the purchase and accept warranty deed to said Lyerly property conveying the title to the same 
free and unincumbered. 

By a motion duly seconded and unanimously carried the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that Christ Church Parish accepts the proposal of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company of New York to loan to the Parish $38,000 upon the following terms and 
conditions. 

(1) Rate of interest to be 5½ per cent per annum payable semi-annually. 

(2) Term of loan is 15 years with the provision that $ 1,000 be paid September 1st, 1924, 
and $ 1,000 be paid each six months thereafter - upon the principal. 

(3) That the loan be secured by a first mortgage upon the present Church property and 
also the C. A. Lyerly property which is to be purchased out of this loan. 

(4) That the present debt due the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. by Christ Church 
Parish of $9, 000 be reduced to $8, 000 which last amount will be reorganized into this new loan and 
the old mortgage released. 

(5) That said new loan be further secured by a collateral Bond to be signed by at least ten 
of the financially responsible members of the Parish by which each signer is obligated in the sum of 
$2,000 guaranteeing the faithful performance of the terms of the mortgage, and when the total loan 
has been reduced to $20,000, then said collateral bond shall be released. 
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(6) That adequate fire insurance be at all times maintained upon the buildings of both 
properties and the policies deposited with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., and  

RESOLVED, further that the members of the Vestry or the officers of the Vestry either or 
both as may be found proper and legal are hereby empowered and authorized to effect said loan and 
execute such papers and do all such things as are legal and necessary to carry this resolution into full 
effect. 

Of those present the following signified their willingness to sign the collateral Bond above 
referred to: 

J. C. Howell  James Kalanzis 

E.M. Ellsworth  J. T. Dugger. 

Gordon Moumblo  Dr. E.B. Johnson 

W. T. Gaston  George K. Brown 
and the following names were suggested by members of the Vestry who would likely agree 

to sign said bond. 

Rev. W. C. Robertson  E.G. Billingsley 

F.O. Rettig  Robert Abeel 
By motion duly seconded and carried the resignation of Miss Thankful Everett as organist 

was accepted and the Secretary was directed to write Miss Everett a letter thanking her on behalf of 
the Vestry and congregation for her long and faithful services. 

By motion duly seconded and carried Mr. Billingsley was appointed a Committee of one to 
make an arrangement with Miss Wilson of the Tivoli Theatre to play the Church organ at High Mass 
at not to exceed $5.00 per Sunday until such time as arrangement can be made to take all services. 

No further business being before the meeting same was adjourned. 

E. M. Ellsworth 
Secretary 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In the “Christ Church Reminder” for Sunday, June 4, 1922 there is the following note, 
apparently written by Father Robertson, at that time editor of “The Reminder” as well as Rector of 
Christ Church. 

We are happy to welcome Father Coyle's family to our parish and city. We hope they will be 
pleased with us as we are in them. We expect them to be a great help in the praying and working 
force of the parish. It sounds very important to be speaking of the clergy. Father Rutan, who is an old 
mend and fellow worker, has arrived. During the summer Father Coyle will be in charge of the parish 
and Father Rutan's special work will be the choir and the Sunday School. 

Father Robertson goes on to give other details of his plans for the summer in the next 
paragraph and ends with these words, “After that I will be away until Sept. 1st.” 

Father Coyle and Father Rutan were apparently temporary appointments as both were gone 
before the end of the year and a Father Robinson had been hired as Assistant Priest. According to 
the “Christ Church Reminder,” Vol. ill, No. 37, Sunday, November 26, 1922, he was to begin his 
duties with Christ Church the following Sunday. The notice of his appointment does not include his 
first name or initials, but has this to say about him: 



 

27 

The new priest is used to hard work and difficulties, having undergone much persecution 
and difficulties in Missionary work at St. Peter's, London Docks, before he came to this country, 
where he has given many years to Missionary work. We welcome the good Father with a great deal 
of love. 

Just how long Father Robinson tarried is a moot question. None of the minutes of Parish or 
Vestry meetings that I searched make any mention of his appointment or service. Apparently it was 
of short duration, as the following notice indicates. 

It is a great happiness to introduce to our congregation our Associate Rector, the Rev. Henry 
S. Whitehead. There is no need to compliment Father Whitehead. It is enough to say that he is a well 
equipped and consecrated Priest. You will soon learn to love and trust him and to believe in his 
judgment. (“Christ Church Reminder,” Vol. III, No. 45, Sunday, Jan. 21, 1923.) 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In discussing the early years of Christ Church with some of the older parishioners I have 
encountered complaints from them that Father Robertson was never fully appreciated by many of 
his parishioners and that some of them were extremely niggardly in their dealings with him, and 
felt that he was becoming fanatical in his eagerness for the growth of the parish. This alerted me 
and I have constantly watched for anything that might point toward such behavior. What little I 
have found is a trifle flimsy, but is still of sufficient merit to include as evidence. For instance, the 
minutes of the vestry meeting held on Feb. 6, 1923, has the record of the passing of a resolution 
which might possibly be used in substantiation of the claim that certain parishioners felt the rector 
was prone to commit them to obligations they did not care to assume. The resolution was as 
follows: 

RESOLVED that no one shall have authority to make purchases or incur any money 
obligation in the name of or in behalf of Christ Church Parish or its vestry unless previous to such act 
the same shall have had the approval of the Finance Committee of the vestry through the committee's 
chairman. 

Later in the year the following letter was received from Multiform Bulletin Co. 
October 3, 1923 
Christ Church  
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Gentlemen: 

On September 6th Father William C. Robertson placed an order with our Mr. Clayton for a 
glass door bulletin board for outside use, which includes a number of letters, total amount of which is 
$51.50. 

We wrote to Father Robertson last week, and sent the letter Special Delivery so that it would 
reach him without delay, but up to this time have had no reply. 

Before making shipment of the bulletin board, would like to get an expression from you, and 
therefore look forward to receiving an answer to this letter with instructions to send the board 
immediately. May we have these instructions by return mail, and oblige  

Yours very truly, 

  N. Herzog 
  Multiform Bulletins 
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Then in the minutes of the regular meeting of the Vestry held on Monday, October 8, 1923, 
there is record of the following action: 

By proper action the Secretary was directed to address a letter to the Multiform Bulletin 
Company of Chicago in reply to the attached letter from them. suggesting that they not ship the 
notice board referred to therein until they are advised by the Vestry to do so, as the Vestry has not 
authorized the order for the sign. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

One priest who worked with Father Robertson and several townspeople who knew him well 
have told me that on several occasions Mrs. Robertson urged him to leave Christ Church. She felt 
that he was working far beyond his strength and feared that he would have a complete breakdown. 
It is entirely possible that his parishioners suddenly realized how overworked he was and urged 
him to take a leave. But on the other hand there are these recurring stories of grumbling among the 
parishioners, with a few of them wishing for a new rector. Doubtless it is somewhere between these 
two extremes that the truth lies. Whatever the reason, Father Robertson announced his intention of 
taking several months leave on Sunday, Feb. 4, 1923. The notice appeared in the “Christ Church 
Reminder” that Sunday and reads: 

With the, consent of the Vestry, I am leaving with my family for an absence of several 
months. I feel that some members of my family need my attention and presence for a while. Some of 
them think I have neglected them for Christ Church and I think probably I have, and so owe them 
some of my time till I get them well and able and willing to release me again. Some rumors have it 
that I am leaving and will not be back. My dear people here need not fear. First: No one wants me. I 
have not had one single “call” since I have been in Chattanooga in twenty-three years. Second: I have 
no desire to go elsewhere. Father Whitehead is associate rector, is officially elected so by the vestry 
and will be rector of the parish during my absence. I know everyone will lovingly help him. All I ask 
is that you do not quote me to him. Don't let him feel my long pastorate here, but put him in my place 
as though he had been here all the time with us. Remember though he does not know all about us, 
[he] is a stranger and needs to be introduced and taken into your hearts. I will let you hear from me 
each week and maybe Father Whitehead will be good enough to publish my weekly short message. 
God bless and keep you all. 

A little later, in the “Christ Church Reminder” for Feb. 11, 1923, (Vol. III, No. 48,) there is 
a memo item which indicated that the Robertsons were to be away only two months. The notice 
said: 

Father Robertson, Mrs. Robertson and Ella Lea left at noon Wednesday for Boston, where 
they are to be located for the next two months. Mrs. Robertson's health is not the best and she wants a 
decided rest and to be near Clendenin, who is in school at Lakeville, Conn. While there Father will 
assist in the Church of the Advent, and will during his visit have time for study and some special 
writing which he has been wanting to do for the past few years. Knowing Father's fondness for beans 
and the way they prepare this “cultured” food in Boston, we know he is going to enjoy every minute 
of his stay, and when he returns he will no doubt give us beans and pie for our Sunday breakfast after 
early Mass. 

The following Sunday there was a notice in “The Reminder” (Vol. 111, No. 49, Feb. 18, 
1923) saying: 

Father Robertson arrived safely in Boston on Saturday the 10th. He drove his Dodge car 
from New York, encountering a snowstorm between Providence, R. I., and Boston, and says he was 
glad to arrive! He entered at once on his new duties, celebrating the 8:15 Mass Quinquagesima and 
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preaching at Solemn Evensong at 4 p.m. on the same day. He may be addressed at 28 Brimmer 
Street, or at Commonwealth Hotel, Bowdoin Street, Boston, for the present. Mrs. Robertson and Miss 
Ella Lea remained in Washington for a weeks visit to Mrs. Robertson's mother. 

Then on Sunday, March 11, 1923, Father Whitehead, associate rector of Christ Church, 
writing in “The Reminder” (Vol. ill, No. 52) says,: 

We have no letter from Father Robertson this week, and in place of it the Associate Rector 
desired to say a word or two himself 

First: It is requested that the congregation of Christ Church offer their prayers very fervently 
for the recovery of that truly great man the Rev. Dr. William Harman van Allen, Rector of the 
Church of the Advent, Boston, where Father Robertson now is for the Winter and early Spring. Dr. 
van Allen has been for years a brave sufferer from various chronic ailments which burden he has 
borne with fortitude which is stimulating to all who know him. A recent series of letters to the 
Associate Rector, from Dr. van Allen himself, from Father Robertson, and from other people in 
Boston, has made it clear that Dr. van Allen has at last, it appears reached for the time being the limit 
of his endurance and has, momentarily, succumbed. He left Boston, after several weeks' serious 
illness in bed, on March 7, for a cruise in the West Indies, in the Canal Zone section. He hopes to 
return home before Easter. Dr. van Allen is one of the great present-day champions of the Christian 
Faith. He has developed a legitimate “news value” through many years' utterances in defense of all 
that a Christian holds dear. Let us pray that his voice may be for long continued to be heard - a 
trumpet call of orthodoxy, the voice of an exceptionally brilliant and convincing champion of the 
Christian Faith. 

It is not unlikely that Father Robertson finds his own duties increased by Dr. van Allen's 
unexpected and sudden breakdown. There are a number of clergy at the Church of the Advent, but 
the work of that great parish, especially in Lent, is correspondingly heavy. Let us also, therefore, pray 
that God will at once hold up our own dear pastor's hands as he shoulders that additional burden, and 
give him in greater measure the rest and stimulation which this radical chance of occupation promises 
so well. The Church of the Advent should prove a fountain of refreshment for him, as it has done 
through nearly a century for the many souls which have been privileged to gather about its altars and 
partake of its refreshment. 

George Peabody Gardner, Esq., Senior Warden of the Advent, writing to the Associate 
Rector on March 5, remarks: “We are fortunate in having Father Robertson with us, and what little 
I have seen of him gives me a most favorable impression of his personality and capacity.” Another 
letter says: Father Robertson is much appreciated here.” 

* * * * * * * * * * 

On July 18, 23, the Rev. Harry S. Whitehead who was serving as associate rector of Christ 
Church resigned in order to accept the position of rector for Trinity Parish, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. 

Father Whitehead was not replaced until September of that year, according to the minutes 
of a called meeting of the vestry, Sunday, Sept. 23, 1923. The minutes read: 

By motion, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the Rev. Father Alfred W. Treen, of 
Dorchester, Mass., was elected associate rector of Christ Church at a stipend of $200.00 a month; that 
his traveling expenses to Chattanooga be defrayed by the parish and that he be furnished living 
quarters at the expense of the parish. Fr. Treen's term of service is expected to begin on September 
26th. 
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The motion also provided that Fr. Treen's Pension Fund premium be assumed by the parish 
and that the Pension Fund premium of Fr. Robertson be continued by this parish as heretofore. The 
statement concerning Father Robertson's pension fund would not be at all intriguing if it were not 
for some evidence concerning his absence from the parish which turns up in the minutes of the 
regular vestry meeting, Oct. 8, 1923. This letter was from a Reverend James B. Sill, of 
Rutherfordton, North Carolina, and the first, paragraph is particularly interesting: 

Rutherfordton, N. C. 
Oct. 29, '23 
The Church Warden Christ Church  
Dear Sir: 

I understand from a delegate from the Synod held at Chattanooga recently that there is no 
priest in charge at Christ Church. Father Robertson is a friend of mine and I know that he is no longer 
at Christ Church. 

Among the attachments in the minutes there is a carbon copy of the vestry's reply to the 
Reverend Sill. It gives no indication that Father Robertson may not return to take up his duties as 
rector. The text of the letter follows: 

November 1, 1923  
Rev. James B. Sill  
Rutherfordton, N. C.  
My dear Father Sill: 

Your letter of the 29th ultimo, addressed to the Warden of Christ Church, Chattanooga, has 
been handed to me for attention, and reply. It would appear that your letter was written under a 
misapprehension of the status of our arrangements here. Fr. Robertson, as you are doubtless advised, 
is absent from the parish, on leave for several months, but before he went away, we secured the 
services of the Rev. Fr. Treen, of Boston, who has been elected Associate Rector of the parish, and is 
now in active charge of the parish. 

The writer has had the pleasure of knowing your brother Fr. Sill of the Holy Cross Order 
and remembers him well, as being at one time at St. Andrew's School, Sewanee. We are appreciative 
of your interest in us, which has prompted you to make this inquiry, but there seems, now, nothing 
we can do but advise you as above, and thank you for your interest in us. 

I beg to remain 

Very respectfully yours, 
Secretary of the Vestry 

One need only glance at the foregoing evidence to be convinced that something is wrong 
somewhere. Briefly summarized the situation is this: On Feb. 4, 1923, Father Robertson announces 
that he is to be away several months One week later there is an announcement which says he will 
be away for two months. Then nine months later we find him still absent from the parish and that 
absence so noticeable that another man is applying for his job. 

Just what happened will probably never be known. Whether the records for 1924 were 
intentionally destroyed, or simply lost through carelessness one has no way of knowing. At any rate 
I have been unable to find one shred of printed or written evidence as to what Father Robertson's 
real status in the parish was from the day he left with “the consent of the Vestry,” as announced in 
“The Reminder,” Feb. 4, 1923. 

One thing we do know is that from that time he was not back at Christ Church in any 
official capacity for quite a while. Early in 1928 there is a record in the Minutes of the Annual 
Parish Meeting of Christ Church where he is mentioned as “former Rector of this Church.” When 
did he resign and why? Your guess is as good as mine. 



 

31 

That he occupied a place of great respect, love and esteem in the hearts of a majority of his 
parishioners is attested by his receiving a call from the parish in November, 1926. This he refused. 
A few years later he was to once again serve the parish for a three month period. 

He piloted the Church through some very rough times and, from all the evidence I can 
gather, its growth, development and welfare was the paramount concern of his life. He constantly 
dreamed of its completion as he wished it and even in the face of heavy indebtedness, and 
hardships of every sort he was constantly striving to improve the Church physically as well as 
spiritually. 

In “The Reminder” (Vol. ill, No. 31, Sunday, Oct. 15, 1922) he was gently reminding his 
vestry of a project he soon intended asking them to work on. He said: 

For a number of years I have been searching for a manufacturer of art glass, reasonable in 
price, who is above the high price firms so usually patronized in the Church. I have found one to 
whom I am confident we can submit our ideas and have the plans of windows and lighting perfected. 
Some of the work done in the north is superb and glorious in tone, workmanship, artistic finish and 
spiritual atmosphere. I will ask the Vestry soon to take this subject under advisement. Anyone 
desiring a window as a memorial will have to apply to the Rector and Vestry and order through them, 
of course. The scheme of subjects will be the life of our Blessed Lord and the Saints, beginning over 
the altar probably with the annunciation and having probably the resurrection in the west over the 
front door. All this will be worked out by a committee and submitted to the Vestry and shown to the 
congregation before final adoption. For the present I am very anxious to get the Vestry to undertake 
three things first - the putting in of a new Memorial Altar, the paneling of a Vestibule in the back of 
the Church, arranging for a Baptistry and a small Chapel of Penitence with a confessional and a good 
bell in the tower. These things will be great improvements helpful to worship and spiritual life. It is 
perfectly possible to have them if we really value and want them. 

We should revive our old Building Committee who did such a fine piece of work when they 
built our splendid Church. Mr. J. C. Howell was chairman of the committee. We should have a 
committee on the vestibule, and we could get no better chairman than our present Senior Warden, 
who was the chairman who put the organ in the Church. We need a committee on the bell, another on 
the windows and another for the altar. If we appoint live chairmen, and select each committee from 
both men and women, each one selected with a view to fitness for the particular work of each 
committee, we would soon have these beautiful and necessary additions to our Church. 

Many years have come and gone and there are still no Memorial windows, no Chapel of 
Penitence, and the bell that at one time was borrowed and placed in the tower has long since been 
removed and returned to its owners. Father Robertson's dream is not yet realized; it may never be, 
but we cannot say it was not a glorious dream! And yet, it may be that this was the sort of thing that 
was beginning to irk certain parishioners. 

No matter what the feeling may have been at the time, in the light of events yet to come, 
such dreaming and planning was to seem ill-timed and impractical. 
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1925 

When Father Robertson left Chattanooga in 1923, the Reverend Father Treen of Boston was 
serving as Associate Rector. Evidently he resigned in 1924, for the minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting of Christ Church, held Jan. 8, 1925, there is a record of the meeting having been presided 
over by “the Rector, Father J. T. Haldeman.” 

There is also record of a resolution which might possibly have caused the loss of the Church 
records for 1924. The resolution was as follows: 

Whereas, Father Wm. C. Robertson, former Rector of this Church, is unable to be with us at 
this meeting and is very deeply interested in the welfare of this Parish, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Secretary be requested to send a night letter expressing 
our love and affection and also send him copies of the minutes of this meeting with copies of all 
reports of organizations for the year 1924. 

It is possible that either through error or by actual intent the minutes of the vestry meetings 
for 1924 could have been forwarded to Father Robertson and never returned. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

According to the report of the Organist and Choirmaster, Miss Pauline Ogle, in 1925 Christ 
Church was much better off than it is today insofar as a choir is concerned. At that time, according 
to Miss Ogle, “The choir is composed of eight sopranos, two contraltos, two tenors and two bass, 
we have a repertoire of six masses, seven anthems, in addition to which solos and duets have been 
given us by different members of the choir.” 

With Father Robertson's departure Christ Church seems to have entered on an era of 
considerably greater tribulation than ever-before. 

Money troubles harassed them, priests seemed never to stay long and twice through 
unfortunate chains of circumstances and too many “loose tongues,” major scandals rocked the 
church to its very foundations. 

Father Haldeman resigned on the 23rd of October, 1926, to accept the position of Rector of 
Holy Trinity Church, Pueblo, Colorado. In his letter of resignation he says: “My remembrances of 
Christ Church and the dear people here will always be very close to my heart. I shall continue to 
remember them in my prayers, that God will prosper them.” 

Father Haldeman's resignation was accepted with regret and a committee appointed to see 
about securing a temporary priest. On November 5th, 1926, there was a called meeting of Christ 
Church Vestry. The action which took place was of such nature that I feel that a complete copy of 
the minutes should be quoted here. 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY 
HELD NOVEMBER 5th, 1926. 

At the request of the Senior Warden a call meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church was held 
in the Parish House, November 5th, 1926, at 5:30 P. M. The following were present: 

E. G. Billingsley R. W. Dugger 
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Geo. K. Brown E. M. Ellsworth 

M. O. Brueckner J. G. Kalanzis 

Geo. Castings L. B. West 
Owing to the absence of the Rector, The Senior Warden, Mr. Geo. K. Brown, presided. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were disposed of until the next regular monthly meeting. 

Mr. E. G. Billingsley, Chrm. of Committee to procure a temporary and permanent priest, 
reported that committee had met and were trying to get in touch with Father Luke for purpose of 
temporary priest and that they were sure he would come. By proper action, Mr. Billingsley was 
authorized to offer Father Luke the use of the Parish House during his stay. 

Mr. Billingsley then stated that with reference to calling of permanent rector, the committee 
had been considering the calling of Father Robertson, and that at the request of Bishop Maxon, said 
committee desired to report this first to the Vestry and at the Bishop's request. 

Vestry are hereby asked to cast a secret ballot without any discussion on the matter. The 
Senior Warden then stated that in voting, those in favor of calling Father Robertson, should mark 
their ballot “YES” and those opposed mark ballot “NO.” Whereupon the secretary furnished all 
present with ballots and R. W. Dugger was appointed as teller, who reported the following results. 

Voting YES -7: Voting NO -1 

By proper action a motion was made and unanimously passed upon, that the committee for 
calling new rector, report to the Bishop, result of the vote and then act according to his advice, 
reporting to the next regular meeting of the Vestry, action taken. 

No further business, meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, Secretary 

Father Robertson declined the call to return as Rector of Christ Church in a telegram dated 
November 15th, 1926 sent from Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was addressed to Christ Church 
Vestry, care of George K. Brown, 7th and Market Streets, and read: 

More deeply grieved than you can be to say I can't possibly accept the call. Family health 
won't permit and I must finish work here before I return to Tennessee. My personal belief is that 
another priest better for Christ Church. Am writing. Mr. West has given us great happiness by his 
visit. Will pray Holy Ghost to guide you and send you the right priest. God bless you. 

Yours devotedly and lovingly, 

Father Robertson 

The letter he mentions in the above telegram is bound in the “Minute Book of the Vestry of 
Christ Church Parish, Chattanooga, Tenn., from Jan. 1st, 1926 to December 31, 1928.  “Since it 
sheds considerable light upon the past history of Christ Church the text is presented here. 

19 Hubbard Park 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Nov. 15/26 
The Vestry of Christ Church 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
My dear, dear Friends: 

I wired Mr. Brown last night that I could not accept the call to return to Chattanooga. My 
love for the whole work and people, but also my intense personal devotion and love for you and 
several others there would put me on the train for the dear old place. You know this. It is a 
complication and a hard situation which prevents. It must be God's will. First I have gotten into a 
work here in studying history and church canons and history which will help me tremendously and 
help me to freshen up for the last twenty years of my priesthood - so I do not feel I can get out and be 
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a quitter. But if it were not for family conditions, Laura Lea's hay fever and asthma and Mrs. 
Robertson's nervous condition, I would not let the above work stand in the way of my immediate 
return. Knowing nothing of Father Haldeman's possible resignation I have recently taken a years 
lease on a furnished house at $200.00 a month. Mrs. R. has proved to me that I ought to let her stay 
with and keep Laura Lea with her until she goes to college - 1928. She says the young people are in 
such a wild state that it is our first duty to see that our last child has our constant influence to keep if 
possible out of smoking and painting, vulgar dressing and all that goes with it Laura Lea is very 
sensible and sweet and I think her mother is succeeding. Again I could not come without my family - 
they cannot come - if they could, I have no place to house them in Chattanooga. Now as much as I 
want to return and my personal love and devotion is so great that I am homesick much of the time - 
yet I feel that I must not let my own feelings selfishly make me do something which is not best for 
the parish. I personally think that the right man would do better works, make more progress there 
than I would. I wanted to recommend someone when I left. Generally when a man has been in a place 
as long as I had been at Christ Church and under the same circumstances, the vestry ask him to 
choose his successor. At Christ Church I had a hard time begging the vestry not to call Father Treen 
and then instead of getting my advice I was completely ignored and Father Hughson virtually sent his 
man there from across the continent Now I must have known what Christ Church needed better than 
Father Hughson [did.] I am only recalling this to show that I got the impression that the vestry of 
Christ Church did not have as much confidence in my judgment as I thought they had and it was 
quite a jolt to me and I think and see real good [sic]and made me see the parish was thoroughly able 
to think for itself and knew what it wanted to do. All this pleased me really very much because I saw 
that there was no danger of their stumping and that with Bishop Maxon as the Admiral and a new 
captain and a new hand at the helm aboard, our dear old ship would be better. I am sorry Father 
Haldeman is gone. As you know I have been so afraid of doing some little or big thing to hurt or 
interfere that I have almost cut myself off from my friends in Chattanooga and have not written more 
than half a dozen letters there or paid even a short visit 

I am convinced that the best thing to do for the parish is to go at it hard and search and find 
the best, livest, priest who is devoted to souls and who is on fire to bring our Lord's dear ones to 
know him, and then call him. God will bless and guide all of us I am sure. I know this, that about 
Sept 1928, or the minute Laura Lea is ready for college, if Bishop Maxon want's me or will have me 
as a boot-black, general missionary, archdeacon, Suffragan Bishop of East Tennessee or what not I 
will give the best I have. Anything will suit me so I get back to souls in East Tennessee where I have 
always felt God meant me to work for his glory. Whatever and wherever it may be, I hope it may be 
near Christ Church and the people I love so well. I hope I can come down for a visit during the 
Christmas holidays and will try to preach a mission during the last part of Lent next if Father Luke 
and those in charge desire it and can let me know some time ahead. 

My dear friends; I have written you confidentially and you know my heart and soul and I 
hope you will not make it any harder for your selves and me by not acting promptly and according to 
the advice of our dear Bishop. If God has given me any spiritual fruit amongst you it will show by 
your living the Catholic faith and knowing it is bigger than you or me and is not dependent upon one 
man but that by your earnest work and life you can make Christ Church the truly great center for 
spreading our most Holy Religion for the good of souls and the glory of our dear Saviour in the 
south, where it can and ought to be.  If in the future God shall show me the way back to you I shall 
glory. All I can do now is to do as I have always tried to do, to walk in the ways he is showing me. 
With my deep and tender love and Blessing --I am as always 

Yours faithfully 
Wm. C. Robertson 

Apparently J. Marvin Luke had been in service as an Associate of Father Haldeman. I have 
no definite record to substantiate such service, but in the minutes of a vestry meeting held 
December 16, 1926, I find that Father Luke presided and from the business which was transacted I 
assume he was at that time priest in charge. In the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of January 
6, 1927, there is news of the death of Father Alfred W. Treen, former Associate Rector of Christ 
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Church. There is also a notice of a Reverend A. Rutton applying for the position of Rector of Christ 
Church. 

This application was submitted to the Vestry for proper action. On January 27th, a meeting 
of Christ Church vestry was held with the following members present: E. G. Billingsley, George K. 
Brown, George Castings, R. W. Dugger, E. M. Ellsworth, Charles G. Kalanzis and A. L. Heard. 
The purpose of the meeting was to hear the report of the committee which had been appointed to 
take action on securing a new rector. 

Mr. Billingsley, Chairman of the Committee on a new rector, made his report in which he 
stated action taken and which by proper action was adopted and copy of same is attached hereto. 

After discussion on the matter, the following motion was made by E. M. Ellsworth, 
seconded by A. L. Heard and James G. Kalanzis and was unanimously passed by roll call, two votes 
being made by proxy of L. B. West and Thomas A. Yates, which are attached hereto; that the vestry 
of Christ Church extend a call to Father Arthur G. Wilson, Danville, Illinois, to become Rector of 
Christ Church, Chattanooga at a stipend of $200 per month, plus $25 per month for automobile 
upkeep and that living quarters will be furnished, consisting of the entire second floor of the Parish 
House; that all traveling expenses from Danville to Chattanooga will be paid. 

The Secretary was then requested to invite Father Luke and Father Wilson into the meeting, 
Father Wilson having come to Chattanooga at the invitation of the Committee. Father Luke was then 
asked to take the chair and he then presided. Mr. George K. Brown then made the formal call to 
Father Wilson as outlined above, whereupon Father Wilson accepted said call in a very brief talk in 
which he stated that he would be with us not later than February 28, 1927. 

In the special report of the committee which was attached to the minutes of the vestry 
meeting there is a notice that the committee has made arrangements with Father Anderson and 
Father Orum of St. Andrew's, Tennessee, to have Father Orum as priest-in-charge until such time 
as Father Wilson arrived to take up his duties. 

According to the Christ Church Reminder of Sunday, March 6, 1927, the new Rector, 
Arthur G. Wilson, arrived on February 28, 1927. The notice stated: “The rector wants to take this 
first opportunity to express his appreciation of the wonderful preparations which have been made in 
St. Lawrence Hall [this was the Parish House, a Victorian mansion next door to the west, later 
demolished for a parking lot] for his coming, both to his apartment and to his study. When he 
arrived Saturday after a long and tedious drive he and his family felt just as if they were coming 
home. He hopes that his people will come to see him often, and feel that St. Lawrence's Hall is 
home as well as Christ Church. They will be welcomed either in his apartment as welcome guests, 
or in his study for him to serve in whatever way he can.” 

The “red carpet” was out, and in a short time the new rector was “Father Arthur” instead of 
Father Wilson. Apparently the Wilsons had triplets, though I find no reference to them other than in 
a letter written to Christ Church Reminder of March 27, 1927. This letter was from Father 
Robertson and is addressed to “Dear Reminder.” I quote only that portion relating to Father 
Wilson. Father Robertson said: 

Father Wilson's lot has fallen unto him in goodly soil and Christ Church is to be 
congratulated and ought to thank God the Holy Ghost very gratefully for sending to them a godly 
priest trained in mind, heart and experience to carry on the work for God and the Holy Catholic 
Church among us. Mrs. Dugger sent us a picture of the triplets a few days ago. They are certainly 
dear and I would love to see them playing on St. Lawrence Hall Lawn. 

It is curious that in an autobiography which he wrote many years later, entitled Thy Will Be 
Done, that Father Wilson makes no mention of these children. He does describe his own and his 
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wife's reaction to the call to become rector of Christ Church, and he mentions very briefly his 
tenure at Christ Church. What he has to say is extremely interesting, for any who may wish to read 
it. I commend Father Wilson's Thy Will be Done, the Autobiography of an Episcopal Minister, 213 
pp. published in New York City in 1960 by Dial Press, Inc.: at 461 Park Avenue. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The Christ Church Reminder for April 24, 1927, carried a momentous announcement, 
which is quoted here in full. 

VICTORY 
By the time this is placed in the hands of our people, the effort to underwrite our debt and 

relieve us of the burden of interest for the next fifteen years will have been successful. At the vestry 
meeting held last Tuesday we lacked $3,000.00 of going over the top, and those who have so well 
and earnestly worked to gather this money have promised that it shall be forthcoming by Saturday 
night. At the High Mass on Sunday the gift of $20,000.00 which we have been promised will be 
placed in the offering and offered to Almighty God. As quickly as is consistent with good work, the 
improvements will be started so that we may have our church building all ready for Fall. 

Great as is the success we have had, thanks to those of our own people and others who have 
so generously supported us, the financial side of it is only secondary. Our purpose as a congregation 
is not to acquire a beautiful property for itself. If we stop there we shall have failed. The most 
beautiful adornment that Christ Church can have is the faithful souls who are constant in worshipping 
at her altars, earnest in seeking Absolution, and active in bringing others to enjoy their privileges. 
God has been very good to us in relieving us of the worry of debt. However, he did not do this in 
order to relieve us from the necessity of effort. He wants us to expend our energy on different lines. 
We have all received the commission to go into all the world. With our beautiful church we can 
regularly receive fresh grace and strength to fulfill this commission. 

The first important work which must be done is to consolidate our own lines. It always 
happens in every parish that there are some people who, for some reason or other which appears to be 
a perfectly good one to them, have drifted away from their Church home. These people must be 
brought back. Our church will not be complete without them. The reason for their estrangement must 
be found and if it be that we as a parish have been at fault through inconsideration or coldness, then 
that reason must be removed. If it had been through unkindness, it must be removed. If the reason be 
one which does not appear to us to be really a good one, we must remember that to the individual 
who gives it, it must be a good one, or they would not have left us. In this case we must show by our 
actions that we sympathize with them, and try to tell them that very honestly, but perhaps mistakenly 
they are making a mountain out of a mole hill. 

There is one thing of which we are perfectly sure; that is that to every person who has for 
any length of time enjoyed the full privileges of the Catholic faith, there must deep down in their 
hearts be a sense of loss when they have removed themselves from its influence. These good people 
must be found and brought back, and it can be done if we fortify our efforts by prayer. 

The next important work is bringing in people who have never been brought under the 
influence of Christ Church. I am perfectly sure, from the experience of a number of years, that a good 
deal of the religious unrest in the world is caused by the fact that what people are really looking for is 
the whole Catholic Faith without additions, subtractions or argument. People may not be conscious of 
this fact, but it is true. I have many times had people to tell me,. after I have had a chance of giving 
them some instruction in the faith, that that was just what they wanted, but that they had been held 
back from it either by ignorance or by a prejudice for which they were in no way responsible. Both 
ignorance and prejudice can be removed; ignorance by our people putting as much effort into finding 
the ignorant and bringing them that they may learn, and prejudice, by our people putting as much 
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effort into living the love of God and practicing their religion honestly as they did into funding the 
debt. It is much easier to get a man's soul than it is his money, and it is a much pleasanter task. 

We have this Easter cleared the decks for action. We have learned what we can do if we 
once make up our minds that we want to do it. We have the power of God the Holy Ghost with us, 
Whom Jesus Christ sent, and the power of Christ Who has promised to be with His Church even unto 
the end of the world. 

Let us, then, highly resolve that to the beauty of our edifice, made possible by the bounty of 
others and our own efforts, will be added, also by our own efforts supported by the bounty of Christ, 
the beauty of hosts of souls whom we have brought to love Christ and worship Him in the full beauty 
of the worship of His Church. 

From the minutes of a Christ Church vestry meeting held April 19, 1927, it is clear that this 
$20,000 gift was the result of Father Robertson's long and tireless effort, for in this meeting “Mr. E. 
M. Ellsworth moved that report of the Gift Committee including the gift of $20,000, through Father 
Robertson be accepted, and that the vestry sign the acceptance furnished by Father Robertson and 
be returned to him immediately.” 

Bound with the minutes there is a copy of positions of a letter written by Father Robertson, 
concerning the $20,000 gift which I quote here in its entirety. The original of this letter is in the 
possession of Mr. J. C. Howell and only such part of same as related to parish business is here 
copied. 

E. M. Ellsworth 
December 19, 1928 
Mr. J. C. Howell Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dear precious friend: 

I have had several letters from Father Wilson and it really seems to me that we have the 
right Priest. He said some really fine things to me. I believe we will take things in hand and make a 
great and fine parish. I am so glad we have such a man for the work in the near future. 

Now a secret, and I want you to see Fr. Wilson right away and talk it over with him. 
Something has turned up through God's goodness that I feared to hope for in your and my lifetime. I 
know of two people (not in my family) who will give $20,000 to finish Christ Church, provided the 
congregation will subscribe the present debt and agree to make no more debt. 

You can continue my present subscription, i.e., $50.00 per month on the debt for a time that 
you yourself put me down for. I say this because there is no man in the world whose judgment and 
integrity I trust more than yours. 

I have been going over the whole thing with Dr. Ralph Adams Cram, the Architect of the 
New York Cathedral and the West Park buildings and at present probably the greatest Gothic 
Architect in the world; and he being a good Catholic and having a southern wife, is drawing a plan –  
gratis – free. He says if we buy the back lot and build the Chancel behind, as Mr. Maury and you and 
I wanted to do, but could not, we will have a beautiful church. If we do not it will be a mistake we 
can never rectify, and virtually anything we do with the church as it now stands, will be a perpetual 
mistake unless we lengthen it. Now I think you ought to boss this job. You are Superintendent of the 
original building: and also I want you to push the subscription to the debt all you can. If you can't 
take the Chairmanship of the Debt Committee, let yourself be a part of it I say this because though 
some of the other Vestrymen come behind, no one in zeal and loyalty and ability yet approaches you, 
All us Christ Church people know what you have done in the past, and consider you today the most 
respected and trusted leader in the parish, for judgment, sound common sense and business foresight. 
So do what I ask. I know it will cause you some worry and trouble, but your and my name will be 
written side by side in the annals of our dear parish 

I have not time to write Fr. Wilson all I have written you, so want you to see him at once 
and let him have the part of this letter about the building, so he can read it over carefully. I am 
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working with Dr. Cram and his partner Mr. Cleveland on the plans. Shortly it is to put in a row of 
Arches and columns (concrete), down the church on the extension of the lateral organ pipes; leaving 
the present space in the chancel and choir. Put an altar as a chapel under each of the side organ pipes 
against the back wall and build a sanctuary about twenty -five feet deep behind. Mr. Cram is working 
out the details, and as soon as he furnishes a preliminary sketch, I will send it right down. In the 
meantime it is important to see Fr. Wilson and begin to map out with him all the details of the work 
just let me have a card from you saying you will “go on the job.” I will feel perfectly satisfied and at 
ease. 

You can scheme to get the back lot cheap. I should think it is only 40' x 97' and I should 
think $6,000 would be a fancy price. You might tell anyone thinking about buying it that if we don't 
get it we will probably have to build some day to the property and sidewalk lines, which won't help 
the value of that back lot. 

God bless you my dear friend, and with dearest love to you, I am 

Yours devotedly, 
W. C. Robertson 

* * * * * * * * * * 

On May 2, 1927, a letter was sent out to all those who contribute to the fund to clear Christ 
Church of its indebtedness. The letter is of sufficient importance to be quoted in full, 

May 2, 1927 
To Those who Helped to Clear the Mortgage Debt of Christ Church: 

To each and every one of you who, out of your generosity, helped us in this great 
undertaking to clear our Church and the Parish Property of its $32,000 mortgage indebtedness, we 
offer our grateful thanks in fullest measure. 

By your generosity and bounty the entire debt was underwritten in cash and notes. Our own 
Church Members gave to the limit of their possibilities and furnished a large proportion of the whole, 
but it was not until our good mends outside Christ Church - those of our City who always meet every 
worthy appeal worthily - gave us of their bounty, was it possible for us to go over the top. We shall 
never forget you, nor cease being thankful to you. May God bless you one and all. On the anniversary 
of the completion of the underwriting of this debt, the Sunday after Easter, the Intention at the High 
Mass every year will be for God's blessing upon our benefactors, and this means once a year you will 
be remembered at the new Altar which will be part of the improvements made with the gift which we 
have been able to claim by the aid of your generosity. 

The $20,000 gift was offered us when we got the debt cleared has been delivered to our 
Vestry to be used in enlarging and completing the interior of Christ Church according to plans now, 
being prepared by Dr. Ralph Adams Cram, of Boston, who is today the most eminent Gothic 
Architect of the world. Dr. Cram is now building two Episcopal Cathedrals, one in New York City 
and one in Washington, D. C. When Christ Church is completed it should be the foremost example of 
Gothic interior in the South and a matter of pride to Chattanooga. Dr. Cram has made us a gift of his 
services. 

With grateful hearts, we beg to remain, 
Thankfully yours, 
J C. Howell, Hon. Sr. Warden 
J T. Dugger, Hon. Jr. Warden 
George K. Brown 
Richard Dugger 
George Castings 
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E. G. Billingsley 
 
CHRIST CHURCH CONGREGATION 
Arthur G. Wilson, Rector 
E. M. Ellsworth, Treas, Mortgage Sinking Fund 

* * * * * * * * * * 

At the Annual Parish Meeting which was held in St. Lawrence Parish Hall, at 6:30 p.m., 
January 5, 1928, there were fifty-eight members present. It was at this meeting that Father Wilson 
made his first annual address which (from the copy which is bound with the minutes of the parish 
meeting) seems to have been quite a “state of the union” message. Among other things Father 
Wilson urged his parishioners to cease their criticism of the work of individuals and organizations. 
He said, “This is true both of officers of organizations and of the rank and file. It has disastrous 
effects because in the first place it breeds a Spirit of smug satisfaction with their own work and 
lives in the minds of the criticizers which is fatal to their own spiritual advancement; in the second 
place, because it disheartens the one criticized. This is unfair because the only reason that anyone 
can have for doing anything for the Church is because of a sense of duty and a desire to serve God, 
and therefore it may honestly be presumed that one is doing the best one possibly can and also 
because when one is disheartened there is always a bad spiritual reaction, with a consequent lack of 
interest both in the Church and one's own spiritual condition. THIS MUST CEASE, and the only 
way to make it cease is whenever one is tempted to thus speak, to just stop and remember how 
many faults others might find with the work that we are doing, and then maintain a Christian 
silence in regard to the faults of others.” 

It did not, and so far as I can determine, has not ceased. The serpent was loose in Christ 
Church's Eden and it must have been hydra-headed, with the tongue of each head wagging 
overtime for from this point on gossip was rife and it ended with a veiled scandal that all but 
wrecked the parish and sent Father Arthur out of town in a hurry. How much of the gossip was 
soundly based we will probably never know. But it was very likely one of the major causes of 
Father Wilson's marital troubles which dogged him long after he had left Christ Church and finally 
resulted in his complete separation from his wife, Ellen, and eventually from the ministry. Once 
again, anyone interested in the details should read Father Wilson's Thy Will Be Done. 

January 1, 1928, the following letter was mailed to the parishioners of Christ Church: 
Father Arthur G. Wilson  January 1, 1928 
and Congregation 
Christ Church 
City 
My dear friends: 

During the first part of April we were advised through Capt. Jas. C. Howell of a gift of 
$20,000, which amount was to come through Father Wm. C. Robertson, provided we could meet the 
following conditions and requirements on which gift was made. 

1. We must start an active campaign and raise in cash or good notes an amount sufficient to 
payoff the existing debt of Christ Church Parish which was approximately $32,000.00. 

2. That we use this gift of $20,000.00 to improve and beautify the interior of Christ Church. 
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3. That it was to be understood and agreed that in the acceptance of this gift, no other 
mortgage was ever to be placed on Christ Church property. 

We started an active canvass and raised the amount of $34,369.52 to pay off the existing 
mortgage indebtedness, and so advised Father Robertson, who in turn secured the $20,000.00 gift and 
turned it over to Christ Church through Captain J C Howell. 

This $20,000 in cash was turned over to the Christ Church Building Committee, who in turn 
had their Treasurer, Mr. E. G. Billingsley deposit said amount in the Chattanooga Savings Bank & 
Trust Co. On April 22, 1927 on an arrangement with Mr. Walter A Sadd where it was to draw 4% 
and this fund has earned to January 1, 1928, $339.97. 

Christ Church Vestry by resolution on April 28, 1927, turned over to the Treasurer of the 
Christ Church Building Fund the $20,000. 00 which was on deposit with the International Building & 
Loan Association, which was to be added to this Building Fund to make these improvements. This 
$20,000.00 was deposited with the International Building & Loan Association on June 15, 1926 and 
is still on deposit with them, drawing interest at the rate of 7%, and has earned to January 1, 1928 the 
sum of $124 68. 

Through the kindness of Father Win. C. Robertson we also secured free of all cost to us the 
services of Dr. Ralph Adams Cram, of Boston, Mass., who agreed to get up all the necessary plans 
and specifications for the improvement and beautifying of Christ Church out of said fund. 

Dr. Cram later advised us that to perfect his plans for the beautifying of Christ Church and 
to make the Church of the proper proportion, we would have to purchase the lot directly in the rear of 
Christ Church on Douglas Street, which contained a two-story frame residence. 

Acting upon advice of the Vestry after a full discussion of Dr. Cram's preliminary plans, we 
opened negotiations for the purchase of this lot with the owners, Mrs. Laura Whipps and Mrs. Hattie 
Hart; under date of May 5, 1927, we purchased this property from the above mentioned ladies for the 
sum of $7,625.00. We then advertised for bids for the demolishing and removing of the old frame 
residence, and lot a contract to Mr. W. C. Boyd whereby he agreed to remove the building and leave 
the lot in good condition, and pay us the sum of $165.00 for said building! We immediately notified 
Dr. Cram that we had purchased the lot and that it would be ready for his plans and to let contracts on 
June 1, 1927, but owing to the excessive amount of work in Dr. Cram's office we were unable to get 
the necessary plans and specifications on which to let contracts for the improvement of Christ Church 
until the middle of December, 1927. We have at present a set of the plans and specifications in the 
hands of a competent Chattanooga contractor who is making a careful estimate of the approximate 
cost of the improvements to Christ Church, in accordance with said plans, and as, soon as we get this 
estimate from the contractor, your Building Committee will at once take up the matter with the 
Vestry of Christ Church and endeavor to ascertain their pleasure in going ahead and letting a contract 
to complete this work at the earliest possible moment. 

We know that the members of Christ Church who have stood so nobly by in getting out and 
helping the canvassers to raise the amount necessary are restive and wondering why some activity 
has not been made by the Building Committee, but we wish to advise you that we could do nothing 
until the plans and specifications were received by us, and that we are not asleep, but are actively 
behind [an] important proposition and as soon as we can get bids on this work and get your Vestry's 
approval; work will be started and carried to completion without delay. In the meantime we trust that 
you will retain full confidence in your Building Committee and we ask your indulgence until all of 
the details have been worked out. 

The financial report of Mr. E. G. Billingsley, Treasurer of Christ Church Building Fund is 
attached hereto and made a part of this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. B. West by E.G.B. 

L. B. West, Chairman 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

In spite of the up and coming outlook projected in the foregoing letters, “progress seems to 
have been slow: Christ Church had a faithful group of Sisters of the Tabernacle (as much of their 
history as is known will be found in the appendices) who worked far beyond the call of duty for 
Christ Church Parish. I quote here a letter from one of the ablest of these sisters. She probably did 
more work for the Church School than did the rest of the women of the parish combined. Her letter 
bore the letterhead: “Sisters of the Tabernacle, St. Gabriel's Convent, 636 McCallie Avenue, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.” 

It was dated November 4, 1928, and addressed to Mr. E. G. Billingsley who at that time was 
treasurer of Christ Church. The text of the letter follows: 

Dear Mr. Billingsley: 
Sooner or later Mr. Ellis, the superintendent will come to The Vestry asking material for the 

church school. It is not necessary. I have so told him. The vestry pays for the buttons, the teachers' 
manuals, the pupils' leaflets and the attendance records. I pay for all other supplies out of Community 
money which I save from the running expenses of the Convent for which I am allowed a certain sum 
monthly. Frankly, I must say the Reverend Mother does not know this, therefore the least said about 
my furnishing supplies the better. Supplies which I buy are not cared for, sometimes not used. Some 
teachers are not instructed how to use the charts and too indifferent to learn. As I said at the last 
meeting, those teachers who are crying the loudest for material are the poorest of our teachers. Our 
best teachers go to work with what they have and get good results. Of course, you and I and 
everybody knows we do need class rooms, but failing those, I think a little less of colored crayon and 
pictures and paste and scissors and charts and cards and a little more of solid teaching would be of 
infinite good. Nevertheless I intend to buy all these things for any teacher who asks. The last 
blackboard the children were allowed to scratch on with sticks and pins and finally the janitor washed 
it with Bon Ami. 

There is no rush about the payment of the enclosed bills and the vestry need not concern 
itself about supplies for the Church School other than I send in and whatever Christmas entertainment 
is to be provided. 

What about a new sacristy and if that is never going to be can I have gas in the present one? 
I have been a long time having to carry things to the Hall to wash them or when the kitchen there was 
not fit to take a chalice into, I have to bring them to the Convent. Surely it must be a very 
incompetent architect that takes, eighteen months on plans. One must think there is another reason 
and one that must be kept hidden. This sacristy is cold; too, to work in, but of course I have no 
business to write this way. I can go on making the best of things, only when one does get one's hopes 
up and then nothing comes of it, one cannot help wanting to know WHY. 

Very sincerely, 

Mary Michael, S. T. 

Sister Mary Michael's letter was answered very courteously by the secretary of the vestry, 
and in the minutes of the vestry meeting held December 4, 1928, there is the following notation, 
“The junior Warden reported that the matter of providing heat for the sacristy had been taken care 
of by private donation.” 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

Nineteen hundred twenty-nine started with very good attendance at the annual Parish 
Meeting held on January 15, 1919, as “there were present 79 persons made up of voters and non-
voters.” 

Eleven vestrymen were elected at this meeting. 
Mr. George K. Brown reported for the Every Member Canvass Committee, and stated that 

the committee was a little disappointed in the annual subscriptions of $6,200. He said the 
committee hoped to increase this to at least $7,500, which would still fall far short of the $10,000 
hoped for. 

The Rector stated informally that progress on beginning work on the alterations to the 
church had been unavoidably slow due to expensive material specified by Dr. Ralph Adams Cram's 
plans, and that the committee would have to devise ways to substitute less expensive materials and 
adopt more standardizations of sizes and materials to let the work be done within the cost of any 
funds now available. 

Father Wilson made his second Annual address to the parish at this meeting. In this address 
he pointed out the great need for additional space for a Church School. He said, “There is a way in 
which eventually we can provide not only proper housing for the Church School, but also greater 
facilities for other Church activities without the expenditure of any money from the pockets of our 
people, and that way is to dispose of our present St. Lawrence Hall property and with the proceeds 
build a new building on the east side of the church designed to meet Church School and Parish 
House needs, together with a separate building for a rectory; While this cannot perhaps be done 
during this year, it can at least be thought about. All I wish to do at present is to emphasize the 
need.” 

Father Wilson then talked at length about the number of individuals who were not working 
in the Church and about the high absenteeism from the services. 

From the minutes of Christ Church vestry meeting held in the rector's study July 9, 1929, 
Mr. Brown's (George K.) resignation as Senior Warden was discussed and turned over to 

Mr. L. B. West for a consultation with Mr. Brown before further action would be taken on it. 

It was then moved and seconded that Father Arthur's letter of July 9 be made a part of these 
minutes.  

The following resolution was introduced and accepted: 

RESOLVED that the Chairman appoint a committee consisting of the following: 

R W. Dugger, L. B. West, E. Merriam to be known as the Clerical Supply Committee whose 
services shall be to provide services of a priest in charge of parish as long as a priest in charge is 
required. 

Needless to say Father Wilson's letter of July 9th was one of resignation, It was addressed 
to the Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church, and said: 

Brethren: 
I wish to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your kind consideration of my 

resignation and for the generous provision you have made for me. 

It is a source of pleasure to me to be able to take care of the services during the remainder of 
this month. 
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May God bless your parish. 

Yours very sincerely, 
A. G. Wilson, Priest 

Gossip had done its work. It would be interesting to know who, what and why, but there is 
no written evidence that there was any ground for accusing Father Wilson of undue familiarity with 
one of his female parishioners. There are those still living who if asked could put forth an opinion, 
but I much doubt that however indiscreet Father Wilson and the lady (dubbed as his paramour) may 
have been that there are any eye witnesses to their indiscretions.   

Attached to Father Wilson's letter of resignation which was dated July 9, 1929, there is 
another letter dated July 3, 1929, which clearly shows that all arrangements for Father Wilson's 
resignation had been made prior to the vestry meeting in his study on July 9th. The letter is quoted 
here in full: 

Mr. C. R Tipton, Treasurer  
Christ Church 
Chattanooga, Tennessee  
Dear Sir: 

Received of Christ Church SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY & NO/100 DOLLARS ($750.00) 
same being one-half of allowance of $ 1,500.00 voted by the Vestry of Christ Church for six months 
salary in connection with my resignation as its rector on July 2nd, 1929. 

I understand from the resolution the balance of $750.00 is to be paid as soon as it is 
available, but later than the salary that would have been due at the rate of $250.00 per month. 

Please accept this as your receipt for payment on the first installment of $750.00. Thanking 
you. 

Yours cordially, 
A. G. Wilson 

It is apparent from the following letters that a juicy scandal that might have had extremely 
disastrous consequences was averted by only a hairline margin. The letters are both from Bishop 
Maxon and are quoted in the order in which they were written. 

Dear Mr. Billingsley:     July 19,1929 

James, my son, who is assistant sports editor on the Chattanooga Times, wrote me some 
days ago that he had rescued a wild and scandalous story, copy of which he saw when he came into 
the office, about Fr. Wilson's resignation, and had gotten it suppressed. I am grateful for this action. 
No one can estimate the harm such a story, spread out in a widely circulated paper like The Times, 
can do. I wrote him fully that there was nothing like that to it at all. That story must have emanated 
from some crazy person, or a vicious one. 

I am glad we have gotten that matter straightened out and Father Wilson's resignation 
accepted, etc. There was no other way out of it. I have been unsuccessful in securing a call for him 
for months, now, even after I have enlisted Father Robertson's kind assistance. He will have to take 
some kind of scattered mission work while his domestic conditions continue as they are. I feel deeply 
sorry for him in his trouble.  

I have not heard from any of the Vestry at all. Be sure and have a good committee appointed 
at once. I will take a long time, at best, to secure a new priest, and it must not be done hurriedly. 
Also, please let me know who has been secured as a locum tenens. I don't want anyone coming as 
locum tenens who has an eye out for the place. We had enough confusion and embarrassment last 
time over that. 

I am glad to know that you are back again and feeling better. I have been deeply concerned, 
as have all of us, over you. Take good care of yourself and do not let this trouble worry you. It will 
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all work out well in the end. Who was elected to take George Brown's place as Senior Warden? I 
have not been notified. 

Also I wish you would ask the Vestry Committee which supplies the locum tenens Priest to 
arrange with him to look after the Colored Mission. If this cannot be done, please tell Dr. Hart so he 
can get someone until I get home. 

With all good wishes, I am 
James M. Maxon, Bishop Coadjutor 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Dear Mr. Ellsworth     August 3, 1929 

Thank you for your full letter of July 30th. It contains information I was desirous of having. 

I wrote Mr. Billingsley because James, my son, who is assistant sports editor of the Times, 
wrote me that Mr. Billingsley was the one he got hold of concerning an ugly story they were prepared 
to carry in The Times, and which he was instrumental in having suppressed. He must have mistaken. 
But I wrote Mr. Billingsley thinking he was in Chattanooga, and supposing you, Mr. West and Mr. 
Brown were all away, and not knowing whom else to write. I am grateful that the story was 
suppressed. It would have done harm and enough has already been done. 

I wrote Fr. Wilson that I wanted him to continue as Priest-in-charge of St. Mary's until July 
31st. I thought that best, as the sooner he is removed entirely from that scene of action, the better for 
all concerned. Our thoughts must be turned toward the future. I asked Bp. Gailor if he would give Fr. 
Wilson the temporary charge of St. Luke's, Jackson. I do not know whether he has done so or not. 
The sooner Fr. Wilson gets himself a place in the North, the better. 

The Vestry agreed to give Fr. Wilson the sum of $1,500.00. That is to cover everything 
whatsoever of obligation to him from the parish. He is to pay his own pension.  The Diocese will 
cease all connection with him for St. Mary's on July 31st, pension included.  

The Vestry action made ample and ever munificent provision for him and all his needs. He 
should have a new parish by October first, if he is wise, and he is amply taken care of as above. 

I spoke to Larry West about a Rev'd Fr. Lee, who has been at the Incarnation, Atlanta, 
temporarily. He is in the Chinese Mission, a fine Priest, married to a Macon, Georgia, lady, an 
estimable person, and has been in this country on leave. He will return to China when the troubles 
there are over. In the meantime, he is taking duty from place to place. He is a thorough Catholic 
Priest, and I believe might be obtained for a rather indefinite tenure as Priest-in-charge. He would not 
want a call at all. I'd try him and see if you couldn't get him. His wife was in Dr. Hart's congregation 
in Macon, and they were among his finest people. Now, if such an arrangement could be made it 
would carry you along indefinitely until you were settled. 

Bishop Gailor spoke to me on July 3rd, while I was at his house, about Fr. Wood.  I have 
met Fr. Wood and like him as far as I can see, now, however, he is seeking a parish and would at 
once become a candidate for the place, and that always makes complications. There are certain things 
I would like to look up about him anyway. I do not think he would be the man for Rector of your 
parish. I agree with you exactly. We want a Southern man, if we can get one, one of our kind, with 
our out-look, etc., above all things a gentleman and a Christian. I had in mind suggesting the Rev'd 
Hiram Douglass, but I am informed Bp. Gailor has secured him for the Church Home, St. Alban's 
and Good Shepherd, Memphis. So that kills that. He would be ideal. He is a gentleman a Christian, a 
thorough Catholic, an Oxford man, a native of Florence, Ala. And was at Columbia, Tenn., before he 
went to the Messiah, Detroit.  I had written Bp. Page to ask him about the severing of his connections 
there, after five years, in which the Church had been built up, apportionments paid, etc., the Bishop 
told me it was nothing against him except that he was somewhat arbitrary, etc. I can quite understand 
that as I happen to know what he had to contend against to witness for the faith as certain of his 
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Vestrymen with Unitarian wives wanted to reduce the service, etc., to another condition. It was a 
parish with a nucleus of Catholic people, and a large number of the indifferent and fashionable, who 
hadn’t much religion of any kind.  Well, we will look out for a good Priest and I doubt not he will be 
found.  Of course, there will be a wild scramble for the place on the part of a good number.  Most of 
them unadapted. 

I think you did rightly in not accepting Geo. Brown's resignation. He is a valuable man and 
ought not to be spared at this time. 

The place pays an excellent stipend, the best in the Diocese. There is pension fund, $3,000. 
00, apartment, light, heat, phone, janitor service; then, I have allowed $1,200.00 for St. Mary's. A 
total of $4,200.00 cash, and all the rest. That is the best income in the Diocese, as far as I know. We 
don't ask any Priest to suffer privations, etc. He is comfortably cared for and provided for. 

I will write Larry West. In the meantime, pray over this matter. If Fr. Wood is the only man 
available for supply, take him, but with the distinct understanding that it does not mean even 
consideration for a call. Please keep me advised. 

I am, with all good wishes for yourself and Mrs. Ellsworth, 

Faithfully yours, 

James M. Maxon, Bishop Coadjutor 

At the regular monthly vestry meeting held on the 6th day of August 1929, we read: 
The meeting was called to order by Father Arthur G. Wilson and the chair turned over to 

Mr. Richard W. Dugger, junior Warden. . . . . . A verbal report was rendered by E. M. Ellsworth 
covering the agreement with Father William T. Holt to hold services on the four Sundays in August 
and the first two Sundays in September. It was mutually agreed to pay Father William T. Holt 
twenty-five dollars per Sunday plus hotel and living expenses incident to his services. It was further 
agreed that in the event the church found it difficult to meet the stipulated rate of compensation that 
one hundred and twenty-five dollars for the six Sundays plus hotel and living expenses would be 
acceptable. 

The correspondence between E. M. Ellsworth and Bishop J. M. Maxon on the subject of 
obtaining a suitable rector for the Church was reviewed and discussed. 

From August to October 14th of 1929 there are no records of a vestry meeting. There is a 
copy of a letter to Father Robertson, addressed to him at 541 McCallie Avenue, which indicates 
that he was already in Chattanooga and had been advising the vestry on what action it needed to 
take. The letter is dated October 11, 1929, and says: 

Dear Father Robertson: 
Pursuant to your advice to the vestry that you would be free to act as the rector of this parish 

for October, November and December of this year, the vestry today appointed . the undersigned as its 
committee clothed with power to act in extending to you a Call to, become the rector and to arrange 
with you the matter of compensation and other matters pertaining to such engagement. 

The undersigned as such committee now extends to you the vestry's call to become the 
rector of this parish for the period named above, and further agrees to pay your expenses to and from 
Boston, and further to pay a stipend of $250.00 per month and your pension premium, and to furnish 
you rooms in St. Lawrence Hall for living quarters. 

The vestry and our people are overjoyed that you are able to come to us at this time. 
Very respectfully yours, 
The Committee appointed by the Vestry 

Already having verbally consented to come, was apparently not enough for Father 
Robertson's answer to this letter, which is bound with the minutes of Christ Church Vestry 
Meetings Jan. 9, 1929, to Nov. 5, 1929, Jan 15, 1931 to December 8, 1931. His answer is on a 
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Christ Church letterhead used by Father Arthur G. Wilson, which indicates that the seat of Father 
Wilson's chair had hardly cooled before Father Robertson was in it. Father Robertson's letter is 
addressed to: 

The Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

My dear Friends: 

I have received your call to the Rectorship of Christ Church through your Committee and 
hereby accept the offer for October, November and December, 1929, with the stipend and financial 
additions as per your letter of this date. It is needless to say that I am happy to be here and will do all 
I can to serve our beloved people as their priest and pastor, and bespeak your loving and hearty 
cooperation in all our work in gaining souls for our dear Lord and His Church. 

Yours Faithfully, 

William C. Robertson 

On October 14, 1929, there was a special called meeting of the Vestry. The minutes of that 
meeting are of sufficient interest to merit their being included here. 

A special call meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church was held in the Rector's study on Oct. 
14, at 7:30 P.M. with the Rev. W. C. Robertson presiding and the following members present: 
Messrs. E. G. Billingsley, F. Clark, R W. Dugger, E. M. Ellsworth, J. Kalanzis, E. L. Merriam, C. 
Tipton, L. B. West, and T. Yates. 

The meeting was called to consider the petition for the recalling of the Rev. W. C. 
Robertson to be rector of the parish. The petition was taken up at this time. 

A recorded vote was called for and the members voted as follows: Mr. Geo. K. Brown-
absent, E. G. Billingsley, no, F. Clark-no, R Dugger-no, E. Ellsworth-no, J. Kalanzis-no, E. Merriam-
yes, W. Reilly absent, C. Tipton-no, W. L. West-no, and T. Yates -no. There were eight (8) no, one 
(1) yes, and (2) absent. The petition was rejected. 

The secretary was instructed to write the Bishop giving him the recorded vote on the 
petition, copy of which letter is made part of this record. 

. On motion of Mr. Billingsley, the next order of business was to act on the resignation of 
Mr. Geo. K. Brown as vestryman and also as Sr. Warden. This was done and his resignation 
unanimously rejected. Every member voted no to its acceptance and although a recorded vote taken it 
is not here shown. 

The secretary was directed to write a letter to Mr. Brown informing him of the vestry's 
action, copy of which is made a part of these minutes. 

A motion was made and carried that the clerk write Dr. Guerry of the University of 
Chattanooga at the proper time in the future when we shall need the chapel for services. 

Mr. Dugger made a motion that the vestry instruct the Building Committee to go ahead and 
ask for bids and build within the four walls of the Church at once, under the revised sketch of Mr. 
Bull submitted, at once to Dr. Cram with the view of when finances would permit in the future, and 
the needs of the Church demand, the church can be extended and carry out Dr. Cram's plans in full. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Ellsworth and carried. 

Mr. Tipton then made the following motion in order to furnish sufficient financing for 
construction work outlined as per insts. given by the vestry to the Building Comm. for the finishing 
of the church the Sinking Fund Comm. is hereby authorized to open negotiations and' carry to a 
conclusion a refinancing plan with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company of the present mortgage 
debt on the parish house in the following manner, to wit: 
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Secure a release from the mortgage of the Parish House property leaving the church 
property as mortgaged. Security for present unpaid balance of the debt of $23,300.00 upon the church 
property. 

1) Secure a loan from said Insurance company of a sufficient amount now estimated 
at around $15,000.00 to be secured by a mortgage on the parish house property by 
the best obtainable rate of interest. 

If it is necessary to secure authority of the bishop and council of the diocese of Tennessee to 
carry out this new loan plan then the said Sinking Fund Comm. is authorized to secure such authority 
in the usual manner. 

Seconded by Mr. Dugger, voted upon and passed. 

In order to carry out the stipulations in the above motion of Mr. Tipton the following was 
made seconded and passed. Resolved that the vestry of Christ Church Parish, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, be and is hereby authorized to borrow Fifteen thousand Dollars $15,000. 00 at the lowest 
attainable rate of interest and to execute a promissory note for the same for a period not to exceed 
fifteen (15) years with the provision contained therein that repayment thereof in part or in the whole 
may be made at any time before maturity. 

And to execute a mortgage to secure the same upon the lot and houses constituting the 
Parish House of the Church situated at No. 541 McCallie Ave., Chattanooga, Tennessee, the same 
having a total frontage on McCallie Ave., of 90.8 feet and a depth of 150 feet for half the frontage 
and a depth of 200 feet for the remaining half frontage. 

The amount so obtained from this loan shall be used in the remodeling and the improvement 
of Christ Church building which is situated at the North West Corner of McCallie Avenue and 
Douglas Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully, 
Eugene Merriam 
Scribe 

Sometime, presumably after a special called meeting of Christ Church vestry which was 
held on October 23, 1929; there is an undated record of a vestry meeting which is headed: 

Minutes of Vestry of Christ Church Meeting. 
The meeting was called to order by Father Robertson with the following members present: 

R. G. Dugger, L. B. West, Frank Clark, E. G. Billingsley, Clyde Tipton, T. A. Yates. . . . .  

Report of Building Committee was made by chairman, Mr. West, and accepted. In 
connection with Mr. West's report Father Robertson explained the details of the cost of plans for new 
church. 

It was passed to pay Dr. Cram the amount as set forth in a compromise as proposed by Dr. 
Cram, this amount being less than the actual cost .of the drawings, also to secure additional copies of 
blue prints and specifications. 

At the outset Dr. Cram's services were understood to have been free, but suddenly there 
appeared a bill which it was stated was to cover only the actual cost of the drawings nothing of 
course for Dr. Cram, himself, but he could hardly be expected to commit his firm to so much work 
without some remuneration. His letter to Fr. Robertson (written October 1, 1929) makes the 
situation quite clear. 

Dear Father Robertson: 
I deeply regret the misunderstanding that has arisen in the matter of our relationship to the 

proposed work at Christ Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. That such a complete misunderstanding 
exists is evident and the only question is what is the fairest way of adjusting the matter? 
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As you know, the cost to us of the work we have done, including time sheets of the men and 
overhead, is $1,466.88. This does not allow anything for the time and labour of myself or other 
members of the firm engaged on the work; it is bare cost. My recollection of the matter is that I told 
you we would do the work at cost, but contribute the services of the members of the firm. Your 
impression is otherwise, and is that I offered the services of the firm free of all charge. I have no 
authority to pledge the firm after any such fashion. My three partners have no personal interest in this 
matter and they naturally claim they should not be mulcted in expense for work with which they are 
connected only in a professional manner. 

I do not feel disposed to assume this total cost of $1,466.88 and I certainly decline to allow 
you, because of the misunderstanding, to take over this obligation. The Parish has received our best 
services. I understand they want to go forward with the reconstruction of the church in accordance 
with our plans. It would seem to me just that they should pay for our services. As all of us, however, 
have been acting apparently under a series of complete misunderstandings, I make the following 
suggestion, namely, that the Parish pay us the sum of $733.44 which is exactly the amount of the 
time sheets of the men engaged on the work with no allowance for overhead and no compensation for 
the members of the firm. I will look out for the balance of our bill and adjust this with my partners. If 
this is done, the Parish may have the full use of the plans and specifications we have delivered to 
them. 

Yours very truly, 

CRAM AND FERGUSON 

By R. A. Cram 

On October 10, 1929 the Christ Church Building Committee sent out a letter to the 
parishioners hedging considerably on the business of going forward with the building plans. The 
letter is quoted herewith: 

Christ Church Vestry 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dear Friends: 

Report of the Building Committee to the Vestry of Christ Church. Chattanooga, Tenn. 
We regret that we cannot make a conclusive report and recommendation. The plans of Cram 

& Ferguson are all that could be wished for and are more than we ever hoped for on the improvement 
of Christ Church. If these plans are carried out the result will be a perfect interior in which to 
worship. 

The cost of these plans and specifications, in accordance with statement submitted to us by 
Cram & Ferguson was $4,000.00. Through the efforts of Father Robertson this claim has been 
reduced to $733.44, which, from the accompanying letter from Messrs. Cram & Ferguson, represents 
less than the actual labor of the Draftsmen on the work. 

After some discussion with the members of this vestry it was decided that we had best 
consider securing the services of a local Architect and as it seemed it was the opinion of everyone 
that Mr. Louis Bull was best qualified to render the services we needed we have consulted with him, 
the result of which he has made us a report and an estimate on the cost of the addition and the 
remodeling of the interior of our Church. 

On account of the unusual character of the work necessary in the remodeling of our Church 
Mr. Bull agrees with us that it would perhaps be best to do this work under the direct supervision of a 
Building superintendent to be selected by him to carry out the plans of Cram & Ferguson and not by 
general contract. We are submitting Mr. Bull's estimate of the cost of this work. 

Mr. Ellsworth will report to you on the condition of our finances, together with plan of 
financing. 

It is our desire, if possible, to carry out the plans of Cram & Ferguson. 
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Before proceeding any further with the ideas of this building Committee we should have the 
ideas of the majority of the Vestry not only on the plan of procedure but also on the plan of financing. 

While we are much interested in carrying out the plan of architecture outlined by the 
foremost Architects in the country, we do not feel competent to make any definite recommendation 
to you but simply place before you the report of Mr. Louis Bull, a local Architect, and also place 
before you [the] report of Mr. Ellsworth for the purpose of discussion in the hope that we can reach a 
conclusion which will meet the views, is possible, of all members of this Vestry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRIST CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE 
Chairman 

There seem to have been quite a few parishioners who felt that Fr. Robertson was either 
very careless or else had deliberately deceived them about Dr. Cram's plans. Money was difficult to 
secure. The coming depression was already casting its long shadow. 

However, with his customary faith, zeal and optimism Father Robertson was able to iron 
difficulties sufficiently to get his Vestry to agree to secure a loan from the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company for $15,000.00, and "to execute a mortgage to secure the same upon the lot and 
house constituting the parish house of the church, situated at 541 McCallie Avenue, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee." 

Just how Christ Church got around their promise not to ever place another mortgage on 
Christ Church property, when they accepted the $20,000.00 gift secured by Father Robertson, is not 
mentioned. But a good guess is that they simply welshed on their promise. At any rate the Bishop 
and Council sanctioned the deal as the following copy of the loan Agreement will show: 

WHEREAS, the Vestry of Christ (protestant Episcopal) Church, of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
at a meeting of said Vestry, duly conveyed on October 23, 1929, at which meeting a legal quorum 
was present, did take the following action, to wit: 

By a motion duly seconded and unanimously carried, the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That the Vestry of Christ Church Parish Chattanooga, Hamilton County, 
Tennessee, be and is hereby authorized to borrow Fifteen Thousand ($15,000.00) Dollars at the 
lowest obtainable rate of interest and to execute a promissory note for same for a period not to exceed 
fifteen (15) years, with the provision contained therein that repayment thereof in part or in whole may 
be made at any time before maturity. 

To execute a mortgage to secure the same upon the lot and houses constituting the Parish 
House of the Church, situated at 541 McCallie Avenue, Chattanooga, Tennessee, the same being a 
total frontage on McCallie Avenue of 98.8 feet and a depth of 150 feet for half the frontage, and a 
depth of 200 feet for the remaining half frontage. 

The amount so obtained from this loan shall be used in the remodeling and improvement of 
Christ Church building which is situated at the northwest corner of McCallie Avenue and Douglas 
Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee. And, 

WHEREAS, it appears that the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company is willing to make the 
loan, provided for in the foregoing resolution, at a rate of interest not exceeding six (6%) per cent per 
annum, payable semiannually; and 

WHEREAS, the lot on which the Parish House, referred to in said resolution, is more 
particularly described as follows, being that tract of land situated in Chattanooga, Hamilton County, 
Tennessee, consisting of two certain tracts, the boundaries of which are:  

FIRST TRACT: A certain lot fronting ninety (90) feet, more or less, on McCallie Avenue, 
described as follows: Beginning at a point on the north line of said McCallie Avenue, which point is 
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at the intersection of the west line of a concrete wall, and said north line of McCallie Avenue, and six 
hundred (600) feet, more or less, eastwardly from the northeast corner of McCallie Avenue and 
Houston Street; thence north at right angles with McCallie Avenue and along the east line of J. 
Seeman's lot, one hundred and fifty (ISO) feet to the south line of the T. S. Hunter lot; then at right 
angles eastwardly along the south line of the T. S. Hunter and W. T. Green's lot ninety (90) feet, 
more or less, to the southeast corner of said Green's lot; thence at right angles southwardly along the 
west line of another J. Seeman lot and west line of Christ Episcopal Church lot one hundred and fifty 
(150) feet to the north line of McCallie Avenue; then at right angles westwardly to the beginning; and 
also, 

SECOND TRACT: The south fifty (SO) feet of a lot beginning at a point on the south line 
of Oak Street, six hundred and forty-five (645) feet, more or less, westwardly from the east line of 
Houston Street; thence southwardly at right angles one hundred and fifty (ISO) feet, more or less, to 
the north line of the Willie C. Green lot; thence eastwardly along said line forty-five (45) feet, more 
or less; thence northwardly at right angles one hundred and fifty (ISO) feet, more or less, to the south 
line of Oak Street; then on westwardly, forty-five (45) feet, more or less, to the beginning, the part of 
said lot herein conveyed being the south fifty (50) feet of the lot conveyed to Charles A. Lyerly by 
Taylor C. Green and others, by deed dated April 15, 1920, registered May 4, 1920, in Book N., 
Volume 15, page 456, of the Register's office of said County. 

And, 

WHEREAS, it appears to be the best interests of said Christ (protestant Episcopal) Church 
to make said improvement on its Church and to mortgage the above described properties in order to 
secure the funds to carry out said improvements, all as hereinbefore set out: and 

WHEREAS. the Bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee, acting with the advice and consent of 
the Standing Committee of the Diocese, as provided by Section 11, Canon 50, of the Canons of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, has given his consent to the mortgaging 
of said properties: 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Bishop and Council of the Diocese of Tennessee of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, pursuant to Section 1, Canon 9 of said 
Diocese, at this, a meeting duly convened and held after due notice to at least three members of the 
Vestry of Christ (protestant Episcopal) Church of Chattanooga, Tennessee, the body owning such 
real estate; a quorum being present, do consent that said properties may be mortgaged and 
encumbered for the purposes and in the manner, all as set out in the preamble of this resolution. 

The minutes of Christ Church vestry meetings for December, 1929, and all of the vestry 
meetings for 1930 are missing. However, there is a letter from which we learn that apparently the 
remodeling of the church was satisfactorily accomplished. The letter is quoted here in full. 

January 15, 1931 
Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, 
Rector Rev. Charles E. Wood, Vicar, and, Christ Church Congregation 
Gentlemen: 

I wish to make my report as Senior Warden from June 1st to December 31st, 1930, filling 
out the unexpired term of Mr. Geo. K. Brown. 

When I took up the work of Senior Warden I found Christ Church undergoing the 
remodeling which was started in March, 19 .' d completed in time for our opening festival which was 
held November 2nd to 5th, inclusive. 

Due to these improvements and lack of suitable quarters in which to hold services, our 
attendance dropped off; but now that we have the most beautiful church in the entire South in which 
to worship, I trust and believe our attendance at all services will greatly improve; in fact I feel 
satisfied that we are entering upon the most successful era in the history of Christ Church. 
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All the regular services of the church have been held in the past year notwithstanding our 
upset condition and great credit is due our Vicar Father Wood for the zeal and affection shown by 
him in administering to the members of our parish. 

The meetings of the Vestry have been held each month during the past year and the Vestry 
have given unsparingly of their time to assist both the Rector and the Vestry in carrying this work to 
a successful completion. 

The church school, Woman's Auxiliary, Y.P.S.L., Boy Scouts, and Men's Forum have been 
functioning under their respective offices during the past year and I want to take this Occasion to 
thank all of these organizations for the interest they have taken in this work. 

In closing, I wish to call the congregation's attention to the fact that while we have not made 
an Every Member Canvass for 1931, we are assuming that all of our members will contribute as 
much if not more in pledges than they did in the year 1930 and I feel that it is the duty of every 
member of Christ Church to contribute something, however small to the support of the church work 
for the year 1931. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jesse T. Dugger 
Senior Warden 

The foregoing letter was included not only for its interest concerning the completion of the 
remodeling of Christ Church but also for its being addressed to the Bishop Coadjutor, as Rector of 
Christ Church. just how this came about is not entirely clear. Perhaps the general financial 
condition of the church had something to do with it. for things were not going too well, as the 
following letter indicates: 

October 15, 1929 
Christ Church Vestry 
Christ Church 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dear Friends: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SECURING RECTOR 

We, your Committee on the securing of a permanent rector for Christ Church, realize the 
seriousness of any recommendation we make. We want you to consider seriously the situation 
comonting Christ Church and in your deliberations before voting on our recommendation decide in 
your hearts and minds that your vote must carry with it your support. 

We would like to place before you the conditions and the outlook for Christ Church, as we 
see it, so that you will consider the seriousness of calling a rector at this time and not vote with the 
passing thought that it is just another call for a Rector for Christ Church, but consider it a promise 
that you will support the Church and the Rector for all that the Church and the Catholic faith mean to 
you. 

The history of the church dates back to February 16, 1902 when our dear Rector Father 
Robertson, etc. (Give the history). 

The Church has met with many reverses (Here a brief outline), but at every critical point in 
its history when it seemed there was nothing left to hope for, in some ways the Church has pulled 
through by the Grace of God rather than our puny human efforts. . 

There are many important things before us: 

We are ready to begin the work of remodeling our Church for which $20,000.00 was 
donated and the plans and specifications of Dr. Cram, the foremost Church Architect, are ready to 
take bids on. We should have our permanent Rector to confer with and guide us. 

We have our pledge notes that with guidance and effort will be collected and relieve us from 
all debt. 
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The calling of the right Priest is especially important at this time. The satisfactory 
completion of the Church is important at this time. But the support of the Priest by this Vestry and 
the Communicants of this church is more important. 

And, with these thoughts in our minds, and with this feeling in our hearts we recommend to 
this Vestry that you call Rev. Hiram Douglass as permanent Rector of Christ Church, without any 
effort on our part to persuade you in favor of Father Douglass, preferring you to vote for the calling 
of Father Douglass on the basis of your own inquiry and suggesting that whoever you call by your 
vote, you should consider yourself individually pledged to support him to the limit of your ability. 

Respectfully submitted 

COMMITTEE ON SECURING A RECTOR 

In addition to the Rev. Hiram Douglass there were applications from several other people 
for the Rector's position. Among them, a Rev. J. G. Creede, from Waterloo, Iowa, a Rev. Robert 
Tatum, from Atlanta, a Rev. Frank Williamson, from Philadelphia, Pa., a Rev. Lyle Douglas Utts, 
from Carry, Pa., and the Rev. Henry S. Whitehead of Dunedin, Florida, who had at one time served 
as Priest-in-charge at Christ Church. However, for some reason none of these filled the post, as the 
following letter shows: 

January 1, 1930 
Father Charles E. Woods, 
541 McCallie Ave. 
City 
Dear Father Woods: 

I have been instructed by our committee on Priest Supply to advise you that starting with the 
above date you are to be assistant rector under our rector, Bishop James Maxon, at a monthly salary 
of $200.00 and $20.00 per month for your automobile upkeep.  

This arrangement is to continue until further notice by Bishop Maxon. We will also pay 
your Pension Fund on the above salary 

Sincerely yours, 

Larry B. West, Chairman 

Cc  Bishop Maxon Clyde R. Tipton, 

The Annual Parish Meeting for the year 1930 was held at St. Lawrence Parish Hall, 
Thursday evening, January 15, 1930. The rector, the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, D.D., Bishop 
Coadjutor. 

Informal report of Bishop Maxon and announcements were as follows: 
His election as rector of the parish in December 1929 by the vestry acknowledged and the 

pleasure of being rector of Christ Church expressed. The first objective as such was the 
rearrangement of the debt and property which needed his carefully guiding hand under adverse 
conditions. 

The Bishop then talked at length about the struggle ahead, but he seems to have been more 
optimistic than most people were following the bank failures in that fateful and. fearful year of the 
depression. Bishop Maxon expressed his appreciation of Father Wood as Vicar, and then expressed 
his great displeasure at the previously poorly kept records. He then expressed his appreciation to 
the vestry, who had worked hard and served loyally, stating that "none in the diocese has worked 
harder or with more loyalty." 
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Bishop Maxon then called for reports from the Vicar, the Senior Warden, junior Warden, 
Secretary, Treasurer, etc.; it was evidently a long meeting for the reports run to five sheets of legal 
sized paper. 

One item of particular interest is worth quoting: "Report that a call had been sent to the 
Reverend William C. Robertson as Rector of Christ Church by Vestry and Bishop Maxon.  A reply 
from Father Robertson stated that in spite of his love and affection for the Church, it was 
impossible to return due to poor health of his wife and son. A telegram of love was sent to Father 
Robertson." 

* * * * * * * * * * 

There is probably no more opportune place to speak of the hypocrisy of some of the 
parishioners of Christ Church during this period than at this point. Though the documents that I 
bring to suggest this contention were not written until August 7, 1931, December 12, 1931 and 
October 6, 1932, they are quoted here in that order. 

August 7, 1931 
Cram & Ferguson 
248 Boylston St. 
Boston, Mass. 
The Reverend William C. Robertson 
142 Brattle Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Father Robertson: 

As we find no answer to our letter of October 1st,. 1929, in reference to the settlement of our 
bill for professional services rendered in connection with Christ Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 
which we suggested the payment to us of $733.44. 

Kindly let us have your answer to this letter that this account may be closed on our books. 

Trusting you can comply with our request, we are 

Very truly yours, 

CRAM AND FERGUSON 

By S. B. Thomas 

* * * * * * * * * * 

December 12, 1931 
The Reverend William C. Robertson  
c/o Mrs. T. R. Kimball Baugh 
Hill Road  
Hyde Park, Mass. 
Dear Mr. Robertson: 

In reference to our services in connection with Christ Church, Chattanooga, we wish to say 
we have heard nothing from them in regard to settlement. Very truly yours 

CRAM AND FERGUSON 
By S. B. Thomas  
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* * * * * * * * * * 

248 Boylston St.  October 6, 1932 
Boston 
Christ Church 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
To CRAM AND FERGUSON ARCHITECTS, Dr. 

For professional services rendered 

January 28, 1929    $3,000.00 

Suggested settlement    $733.44 

The very least anyone could have done (regardless of how depleted the treasury might have 
been) would have been at least to acknowledge the letters and statements from Cram and Ferguson. 
No matter how mistaken Father Robertson had been about Dr. Cram's services being free, Christ 
Church had utilized plans and services of one of the truly great ecclesiastical architects of the era, 
and if they had no money to pay they could have said so courteously and voiced their thanks. The 
bill was paid eventually, but not directly by the efforts of Christ Church. 

On December 8, 1932, Father Robertson wrote the following letter from his home at 142 
Brattle Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was addressed to Father Reginald Mallett. Father 
Robertson wrote: 

My dear Father Mallett 

I think Christ Church ought to pay Mr. Cram for the office work and cash outlay on the 
plans for the finishing of the interior of the Church. They have been sending me the statements every 
month because through me he made the gift of the plans. If I had not lost all my income I should have 
paid it myself long before this, but such is outside the power of possibility now. As you know 
probably they [Christ Church] have owed me between three and four hundred dollars for salary, since 
January 1st, 1930. I am willing to have them apply this on the Cram bill not as a gift but in my 
subscription to the Church. I hope some day to pay this in full though I did not make it personally. 
When they were calling for subscriptions I wrote them to put me down for something - I think I said 
reasonable - but I was deeply surprised when I found out the large amount they had signed up for me. 
I will try not to go back on that, however. They ought to look after the Cram matter at once. It places 
me in a very embarrassing position as Mr. Cram would never have touched such a piece of work 
unless I had made a personal appeal to him. I shall try to see him shortly and have a talk with him. 

I want to thank you for the letter you wrote to my mend Reynolds in White Plains about the 
parish there. I would like to have the parish as I need the salary, but I feel sure a younger priest will 
be "called." If you are called I do pray you won't leave Christ Church-under you I believe it has a 
great future and being one of the two, possibly three really Catholic parishes south of Washington it 
lays as a charge upon you who are so fitted for it. I am very busy preaching missions, quiet days, etc.; 
but there is not much financial support in them, 

I pray for you and your dear people and my heart is ever with you and them. God bless you 
and yours +  William C. Robertson 
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PART II 

At the beginning of 1931, Christ Church -- like much of the rest of the world -- was in a 
very precarious financial condition. It was entering one of the most trying periods of its history, and 
one that came very near to seeing it close its doors. The prelude was sounded in a letter to the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestry, from one of its long time, loyal supporters, E. M. Ellsworth, who 
said: 

707 Battery Place 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
February 20th, 1931 
To the Rector, Wardens & Vestry of Christ Church. 
My dear Friends: 

I respectfully recall to your attention the fact that my tenure of office as Treasurer of the 
Sinking Fund, expired at the end of the past fiscal year and two meetings of the Vestry have occurred 
and no Treasurer for said fund has been chosen. 

For the past two years I have done my best to impress the Vestry with the fact that in my 
present business connection I am no longer able to control my time, and further my business location 
is outside the city proper, across the river. I cannot undertake night work as 1 formerly have done as 
1 am no longer a young man. For two years past, the Vestry has forced on me the responsibility of 
this Treasurership against my will and despite the facts as explained above, and experience has 
proven to me, and 1 hope to the Vestry that 1 have been unable to, and have not functioned as an 
active Treasurer should. My unequivocal position at this time is this - [I] will not consent to 
reelection to this post, nor will 1 serve if elected. This is not said or intended in any harsh sense, as 
you are all my friends and I am deeply sensible of the confidence you have reposed in me during the 
seven years I have served as your Treasurer. I am perfectly willing to serve as in the past, as a 
member of the Sinking Fund Committee should you wish me to do so, and to devote such time as I 
find I am able to do. 

I respectfully urge you to meet and take the steps necessary to the proper conduct of the 
Sinking Fund. I am personally being embarrassed by present conditions and unless proper 
supervision is placed in charge at an early date, the Parish and its Vestry is going to be seriously 
embarrassed. 

The following accounts are immediately in sight for payment, without cash funds in hand to 
meet them: 

Semi-annual interest due First National Bank. 
November 1, 1930 $750.00 
On this I have paid   250.00 
 $475.00 

Due Insurance Agents: 
Annual policy premiums  

about all past due  300.00 
  $775.00 
Due Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.  
On March 1, 1931 Semi-annual Interest   475.75 
On March 1, 1931 Principal  1,000.00 

  $2,250.75 
From the above, gentlemen, you can see the gravity of longer delaying action. I earnestly 

urge immediate attention. 

Very respectfully yours, 
E. M. Ellsworth 

 Copies sent to: 
 The Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon 
 Mr. J. T. Dugger 
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 Mr. R. W. Dugger  
 Mr. L. B. West 
 Mr. E. G. Billingsley 

On March 11, 1931 there was a called meeting of the Christ Church Vestry at 7:35 p.m. at 
the home of Mr. E. G. Billingsley. The Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, as Rector, presided. The minutes 
report: 

Mr. Billingsley made his report on [Every Member] Canvass -- very discouraging; total 
pledges $3,445. Total needed $5,972, leaving a shortage of $2,527. 

A resolution was introduced by Mr. McCoy and duly passed. 

RESOLVED that Bishop Maxon call a meeting of the parish Wednesday night, March 18th, 
and bring before the parish our true condition so they may see what must be done. 

Mr. Ellsworth's resignation taken up but no conclusion could be reached. 

Bishop Maxon duly called the parish meeting which was held at St. Lawrence Hall, on 
Wednesday, March 18, 1931, at 7:30 p.m. 

The Right Reverend James M. Maxon, as Rector, presided and George McCoy was 
secretary. Forty-one members of the parish were present. 

Introductory speech made by Bishop Maxon telling of the success of other parishes in the 
diocese 

Mr. Ellsworth made an inspiring speech. 

A resolution was introduced by Mr. Billingsley and was duly passed. 

BE IT RESOLVED that each and every one of us present tonight endeavor to bring an old 
member to Church with us next Sunday to High Mass. 

At the next regular meeting of the vestry there was considerable action; so much so that the 
minutes of that meeting demand quoting. 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of the Vestry of Christ Church. April 7th. 1931 
The Vestry of Christ Church met Tuesday evening at 7:55 o'clock in the Rector's study in St. 

Lawrence Hall. 

Bishop Maxon as Rector presided and George McCoy was secretary. The roll was recorded 
as follows: 

Bishop Maxon, Rector - Present 
Father Wood, Vicar -  “ 
Mr. J. T. Dugger  “ 
Mr. R. W. Dugger  “ 
Mr. C. R. Tipton “ 
Mr. E. M. Ellsworth  “ 
Mr. E. G. Billingsley  “ 
Mr. G. W. McCoy  “ 
Mr. Larry B. West - Absent 
Mr. Jim Kalanzis “ 
Mr. G. K. Brown “ 
The Treasurer's report was read and approved. The following resolution was presented and 

was duly passed. 

Resolved that Mr. Bull be allowed to appear in the meeting and make a statement 
concerning the Rose Window. 



 

57 

Mr. Foster, in his statement, brought out the idea that his company was due $50.00 more on 
the Rose Window. Mr. E. G. Billingsley contested this and Mr. R. W. Dugger introduced the 
following bill which was duly passed. 

RESOLVED that Bishop Maxon refer this matter of Mr. Foster's to the Building Committee 
who should confer with Mr. Foster and Mr. Bull and settle the bill. 

Father Wood reported on the attendance in Church and Church School- Report was 
accepted. 

The following resolution was introduced by Mr. E. G. Billingsley and was duly carried. 

RESOLVED that this Vestry should accept Mr. Ellsworth's resignation as Treasurer of the 
Mortgage and Sinking Fund. 

Mr. Larry West was nominated by Mr. Tipton to succeed Mr. Ellsworth as Treasurer of 
Mortgage and Sinking Fund. 

The following resolution was introduced and was unanimously carried. RESOLVED that 
the Vestry of Christ Church does hereby elect Mr. Larry B. West as its Treasurer of its Mortgage and 
Sinking Fund, and further 

RESOLVED that the Vestry pledges to him its unqualified support in his efforts to collect 
all amounts due from said Funds Pledge Notes both those now past due and those yet to mature, and 
further 

RESOLVED that he shall have full power and this Vestry's authority to take such steps in 
such collections as he may in his judgment deem advisable even to the extent of bringing suit to law 
and this Vestry hereby pledges to him its full approval and support in so doing. 

Copy of above resolution sent to Mr. Larry B. West. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Geo. W. McCoy  
Secretary 

The election of Mr. West as Treasurer of the Mortgage and Sinking Fund (and the Fund 
certainly was sinking) was to have rather dire consequences. In fact it was eventually to break old 
friendships, bring about lawsuits that left people embittered over a long reach of years, and make 
the name Christ Church anathema to non-communicants who out of the goodness of their hearts 
had tried to help lift the large mortgage from Christ Church property. It is unfortunate that so many 
records of this crucial period have been lost through irresponsible carelessness or by malicious 
intent. 

But enough have been left behind to construct a fairly clear picture of what happened. In 
order to secure a large mortgage on Christ Church property a large group of communicants and 
friends of Christ Church had been induced to sign notes made payable to First National Bank of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, which held first and second mortgages on Christ Church property. When 
the depression came and people no longer had income to provide many of the necessities of life, the 
collection of cash on these notes as they fell due became impossible. 

As early as July 8, 1930, there is evidence that E. G. Billingsley of Christ Church had made 
inquiry of the law firm of Frassrand and Frassrand, as to the possibility of collecting on the notes 
through legal court processes. The reply to Mr. Billingsley's inquiry is quoted. 

July 8th, 1930 
Mr. E. G. Billingsley 
11 05 Volunteer Building 
City 
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Dear Mr. Billingsley:  
In Re: -Contribution to Christ Church Parish 
In discussing the collectibility of the various obligations of your Church which you desired 

to place in the hands of an attorney for collection, I indicated that I was doubtful whether or not these 
claims could be collected by law -- in other words, enforcible [sic ]through court proceedings. I, 
therefore, stated to you that I desired to review the authorities or legal precedents before stating my 
conclusions. 

Since I discussed this matter with you on the 7th, I have inquired into the court decisions, 
and my opinion is that these notes could not be enforced through legal procedure. The rule seems to 
be well settled that negotiable instruments executed as gifts are executory in nature and do not 
become a gift until actually paid. This is only true, however, where the maker donates his own note. 
If there had been a consideration cognizable in law, either stated in the note, or as an inducement for 
its execution, then the rule would be otherwise. The rule is well settled that an agreement to make a 
gift may be revoked at the will of the donor at any time prior to execution. 

Also, these notes are made payable to the First National Bank. This would be a conclusive 
defense, unless it could be shown that the name of the First National Bank was inserted in the note by 
accident or mistake. This could hardly be said in view of the fact that these notes were printed for this 
particular series of subscriptions, and therefore it would not be a sufficient matter to have the notes 
reformed under the circumstances. By having the notes endorsed over to the Church would not 
overcome the first defect because there was no valuable consideration. 

By way of suggestion I might add that in the future if you have other donations of like 
character, and will specify in the notes that they are given in consideration of others making 
contributions toward raising a certain sum of money, that such has been held to be a sufficient 
consideration in law. 

However, these notes constitute moral obligation on the part of the makers to pay them, and 
many might be collected without legal defenses being raised. If, therefore, you desire to put them out 
for collection with the understanding that no suits will be filed. I will be glad to do this because these 
are donations to your Church and not commercial matters, and which would about break even with 
actual expenses, time employed, etc. 

Therefore, if you desire to place these notes out for collection, I would be glad to handle 
them upon the following rates: $2.50 minimum fee on all claims up to $25.00, and 10 percent on the 
excess of $25.00. 

Our commercial rate is 15 percent with a minimum fee of $7.50, but in no case to exceed 50 
percent of the claim. 

If, therefore, you desire me to-handle these matters for you, I will give you the very best 
service possible consistent with the foregoing circumstances. 

Very truly yours 
Joe Frassrand 

Apparently these notes were eventually given to Frassrand and Frassrand for collection. I 
can personally recall one that caused quite a commotion at the Provident Life and Accident 
Insurance Company when one of the Assistant Vice Presidents had a garnishment run against him. 
There are also numerous letters on file showing the amounts collected by the Frassrand firm, and 
the fees paid them for their services. 

On May 14, 1931, the following letter was sent to the signers of the notes in question. 
May 14, 1931 
Dear Friend: 

The Vestry has elected me Treasurer of the Mortgage and Sinking Fund, to succeed Mr. E. 
M. Ellsworth, resigned. 
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The condition confronting us is: 

Metropolitan Life - Mortgage on Church  $17,300.00 

First National Bank - First Mortgage 12,500.00 

First National Bank - Second Mortgage 12,500.00 

Past due interest & principal on Metropolitan Loan -$1,543.38 

Past due interest, First National  750.00 

Both have been placed in the hands of Attorneys for foreclosure and no funds to pay them. 

The Building Committee was urged by the Bishop, Vestry and the Communicants to 
complete the interior of the Church and the pledge notes would be paid. Pledge notes, with interest, 
amount to $24, 000.00, but few are paying. Your Vestry has instructed me to take any action 
necessary to collect these notes. I consider this necessary: 

PLEASE PAY PLEDGE AND INTEREST IN CASH $ WHICH IS PAST DUE, OR SIGN 
THE ACCOMPANYING FORM OF NEGOTIABLE NOTE AND THE BANK WILL RETURN 
YOUR PLEDGE NOTES. CASH SHOULD BE 

PAID TO, OR NOTE DELIVERED OR MAILED TO, THE VOLUNTEER BRANCH 

OF THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK, NINTH AND GEORGIA AVENUE COLLECTION 
DEPARTMENT 

The enclosed form of renewable note is balance you owe in principal and interest. 

IF YOU PAY 6% OF THE AMOUNT OF THIS NOTE EVERY THIRTY DAYS IT IS 
AUTOMATICALLY RENEWED FOR THIRTY DAYS. IF YOU FAIL IN ANY MONTH THE 
ENTIRE AMOUNT IS DUE AND PAYABLE. YOUR FORMER TREASURER, MR. E. M. 
ELLSWORTH (who you will agree is a fair and conscientious man) APPROVES THIS PLAN IN 
THESE DIFFICULT TIMES, TO MAKE IT EASY FOR YOU TO SAVE OUR CHURCH. 

If you fail to pay the cash, or sign the negotiable note, my disagreeable duty is to bring suit 
on May 25th on your pledge notes. Let's face the situation honestly, like real men and women, and 
don't blame the Church for this obligation, which we all assumed.  

APPROVED:  Sincerely, 
  Larry B. West 
  Treasurer Mortgage and Sinking Fund 
  Christ Church 
  E.M. Ellsworth 
  Former Treasurer, Mortgage and Sinking Fund 
  Christ Church 

Some people signed, some did not, as the letter here quoted attests. It was from the 
Chairman of the Board of the now defunct First National Bank of Chattanooga. 

May 19, 1931 
Mr. Larry B. West 
Volunteer Building 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Dear Mr. West: 

Your letter of the 14th regarding my subscription to the Christ Church Fund at hand. I am 
not inclined to sign a new note for the same and regret the delay in paying this subscription, and 
some time the same will be paid, although the same is very slow. 

I might say I have in my hands far more subscription notes of your members for St. Mary's 
Church, which are unpaid, and which I have had to take up through another source. I would be 
willing to swap these for my subscription. 
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Of course if it is your intention to sue on these subscriptions, it is entirely satisfactory to me. 
I do not imagine you are suffering more than any other organization in the failure of paying 
subscription notes. 

Very truly yours, 

* * * * * * * * * * 

There is another letter in the file, dated July 25, 1931, from a man in an entirely different 
"walk of life" from the bank's Chairman of the Board, but the two men evidently saw eye to eye on 
the matter of Christ Church's methods in collecting the notes. This letter was addressed simply to: 
"Vestry of Christ Church." 

In regard to the notes held by this church some time ago you sent me a note to sign covering 
the notes held by you. I signed this note and took it to the bank and asked them for my old notes and 
they refused to give them up. I called almost everyone in town and tried to get some information in 
regard to this matter and I am in a position to prove this and on July 15 I wrote you in regard to this 
matter and on July 17, 1931 you sent me a letter and stated you would accept my proposition and I 
sent you a money order #5902803 and a new note covering my old notes and requested you to return 
my old notes. To date I have not received the same. Instead I received a notice from your attorney 
that he is entering a suit against me covering this amount. Now if this vestry insists and it looks like 
they want a law suit please advise me and I will make some arrangement to answer this suit. This 
business is very poor policie on your part and as I have complied with your request of July 17, 1931 I 
will thank you to stop this suit I think when a church takes sutch steps and handles their business as 
this matter has been handled it should close its doors and quit.  (The spelling and punctuation are the 
writer's, not mine) 

* * * * * * * * * * 

This state of affairs was to continue for a long period, but for the moment there are other 
matters needing attention. 

For several years the Greek Orthodox people of Chattanooga had from time to time had the 
use of Christ Church for some special service. At the regular Christ Church vestry meeting of May 
5, 1931, Mr. Billingsley introduced the following resolution which was duly passed. "RESOLVED 
that the Committee composed of Mr. Kalanzis and Mr. Tipton meet with the Greeks and offer them 
the use of Christ Church once a month for their Greek priest. This committee has full authority to 
act." 

Many of the Greek people were loyal communicants of Christ Church; among them the 
Kalanzis family and the George K. Browns. Mr. Brown served in many capacities on the vestry of 
Christ Church and was one of its most valuable and loyal supporters for many years. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In September of 1931 Bishop Maxon called a special meeting of the Christ Church vestry 
which met at his residence on Wednesday, September 9th, 1931. The minutes tell us this: 
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Bishop Maxon stated the business for which this meeting was called was to consider 
electing a permanent Rector for Christ Church. 

Bishop Maxon then tendered his resignation as Rector of Christ Church. The following 
resolution was then offered and by proper action was unanimously adopted.  

RESOLVED that this vestry elect the Reverend James Reginald Mallett Rector of Christ 
Church Parish, and that we offer him as a stipend the sum of three thousand and six hundred 
($3,600.00) per annum, payable in monthly installments, together with living quarters in St. 
Lawrence Hall, or other suitable and adequate living quarters, pension premium, and twenty dollars 
($20.00) per month toward upkeep of automobile. 

The Senior Warden was to convey this call to Father Mallett, and in the event he accepted 
he was to be urged "to come into residence as soon as convenient, if possible by November first of 
this year."  The vestry agreed to accept Bishop Maxon's resignation as Rector, "to take effect when 
Father Mallett shall have signified his acceptance of election as Rector, and actually come into 
residence as Rector." The following resolution was then offered and by proper action was 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved: That in accepting the resignation of the devoted mend and our Bishop, the Right 
Reverend James M. Maxon, D. D. as the Rector of Christ Church, we the Vestry for ourselves and for 
the Congregation desire to place in this record in a permanent way an expression of our love and 
gratitude to him for his labors with us and for us as the head of this parish. 

In our extremity we called upon him for guidance and he cheerfully responded by granting 
our request to become our Rector; and out of a most busy life and amid many cares and 
responsibilities he has found the time to study our problems and give us wise council in solving them. 
Under his wise and sympathetic leadership and through the devoted efforts of our Vicar Fr. Wood we 
have been able to carry on the services of our Church in all its ministrations and to maintain the full 
standard of the Catholic Faith on which this Church was founded. Due also to Bishop Maxon's 
counsel and encouragement we carried out the remodeling of the interior of the Church. 

Every assurance Bishop Maxon gave us when he undertook the Rectorship of Christ Church 
has by him been fully and faithfully carried out. He has given of thought and time without stint and 
without compensation except as he has had our love and gratitude through it all. Truly unto us he has 
been a Father in God. 

During this period Christ Church was fortunate in having Miss Mary Thankful Everett as its 
Publicity Chairman. Miss Everett secured excellent publicity for even the most minor affairs at 
Christ Church and Father Mallett's coming as Rector was wonderful coverage in both The 
Chattanooga Times, and The Chattanooga News.  On Nov. 2, 1931, the following notice appeared 
in The Chattanooga News, which at that time was the evening paper. 

FATHER J. R. MALLETT TAKES UP NEW DUTIES  

INSTITUTED RECTOR OF CHRIST CHURCH SUNDAY 

The Rev. James Reginald Mallett, the new rector of Christ Church, held his first services in 
the local parish Sunday, All-Saints' Day, and was instituted as rector at an impressive service Sunday 
evening. 

The Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, bishop coadjutor of the diocese of Tennessee, conducted the 
service and the Rev. James R. Sharp of Nashville, Bishop's chaplain and executive secretary of the 
diocese, acted as institutor. 

The keys of the church were presented Father Mallett by Jesse Dugger, senior warden, while 
the institutor, Father Sharp, presented him the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer and the books of 
the general and diocesan conventions. 
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Richard Dugger, junior warden; L. B. West, E. G. Billingsley, James G. Kalanzis and 
George McCoy, other members of the vestry, came forward in greeting to the new rector. 

 BISHOP MAXON WELCOMES MALLETT 

Bishop Maxon welcomed Father Mallett and Mrs. Mallett and spoke of the interest he has 
had in Christ Church during the ten years of his episcopate and especially since he has served as 
rector for the past twenty two months. 

Assisting in the service were the Rev. Oliver J. Hart, rector, and the Rev. Lyle Kilvington, 
associate rector of St. Paul's; the Rev. Battle McLester, priest in charge of Grace Church, and the 
Rev. Porter F. Florence, deacon at Thankful Memorial. 

Greetings were extended Father Mallett from the clergy of the city by Dr. Hart and Mr. 
McLester, L. B. West extended the welcome from Christ Church congregation and Bartow Strang 
gave the welcome from the laymen of the church. 

The music for the service was in charge of Miss Irma McMillan, parish organist. Father 
Mallett conducted his first service at Christ Church when he celebrated the low mass Sunday 
morning. He was celebrant at the high mass and preached, his subject being "Communicated 
Character." 

Father Mallett and Mrs. Mallett are in residence at St. Lawrence Hall, 541 McCallie 
Avenue. Before coming to Chattanooga Father Mallett was rector of Holy Trinity church, 
Greensboro, N. C., where his father, the Rev. Frank Mallett, a retired priest, and his mother now 
reside.  Mrs. Mallett, who was before her marriage Miss Lucy Murchison, is a former resident of 
Wilmington, N. C, and is the granddaughter of Bishop Atkinson. 

The following notice had appeared in The Chattanooga Times that morning: 
MALLETT GREETED AT CHRIST CHURCH 

New Rector Instituted at Evening Service 

Bishop Maxon, Father Sharp Conduct Ceremony with Others Assisting 

The Rev. James Reginald Mallett was instituted as rector of Christ Church yesterday 
evening at services conducted by the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, bishop coadjutor of the diocese of 
Tennessee. 

Assisting in the service and bringing greetings to Father Mallett were the following local 
and visiting clergy: The Rev. Oliver 1. Hart, rector, and The Rev. Lyle Kilvington, associate rector of 
St. Paul's; the Rev. Battle McLester., priest in charge of Grace Church; the Rev. Porter F. Florence, 
deacon at Thankful Memorial; the Rev. James R. Sharp, of Nashville, bishop's chaplain and 
executive secretary of the diocese, acted as instructor. [sic]  

At the service of institution the keys of the church were presented Father Mallett by Jesse 
Dugger, senior warden, while Richard W. Dugger, junior warden, Larry B. West, E. G. Billingsley, 
George McCoy and James G. Kalanzis, other members of the vestry, came forward to welcome the 
new rector. 

The Bible, the book of Common Prayer and the books of canons of the general and diocesan 
conventions were presented Father Mallett by the institutor, Father Sharp. 

In his welcome to Father Mallett Bishop Maxon said that the service of institution is simple 
and impressive, but thoroughly comprehensive in expressing the mind of the church. He also 
extended a cordial welcome to Mrs. Mallett and stated that "back of every good man there is a good 
woman, a wife, mother or some one to influence him." 

The bishop emphasized the fact that a priest's first and most important duty is to be a "pastor 
to his people, all other offices being subordinate to that one." He paid tribute to the Rev. William C. 
Robertson, who now resides in Cambridge, Mass., and who was the founder and first rector of Christ 



 

63 

Church, serving the parish for more than twenty years and laying the foundation for the church as it is 
today. 

L. B. West welcomed Father Mallett on behalf of the congregation. 

Dr. Hart, in his welcome to Father Mallett, an old mend and former classmate, spoke of the 
beautiful relationship between the new rector and his former congregation and stated that he would 
find the Diocese of Tennessee a spirit of unity where difference of ritual indicated the breadth of the 
church, rather than being a battle cry of religion. 

S. Bartow Strang, senior warden of St. Paul's, welcomed Father Mallett on behalf of the 
laymen of the city. 

In response Father Mallett said it took "courage to follow in the footsteps of such leaders as 
Father Robertson, Father Wood and Bishop Maxon," whom he termed a "statesman bishop." He 
pledged his best efforts and loyalty to the diocese and the parish and said that he would "put his feet 
upon the foundation already laid and asked that God would grant our prayers for the parish and make 
us worthy of these prayers." 

Appropriate music was rendered under the direction of Miss Irma McMillan. The offertory 
solo was sung by Miss May Archibald and Marshall Gates [sic], two pupils of James Oscar Miller. 
Their selection was “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (Nevin). 

Father Mallett, who arrived in Chattanooga last week, held his first services in the local 
parish yesterday, celebrating the low mass at 7:30 and the high mass at 11 o'clock Sunday morning. 

Father Mallett, before coming to Chattanooga, was rector of Holy Trinity church, 
Greensboro, N. C., where his father, the Rev. Frank Mallett, and his mother now reside.  Mrs. Mallett 
was formerly from Wilmington, N. C. She was, before her marriage, Miss Lucy Murchison, a 
granddaughter of Bishop Atkinson. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

On December 10, 1931, the following letter was sent to Bishop Maxon: 
Bishop James M. Maxon 
905 Oak Street 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Dear Bishop Maxon: 

On last Tuesday night our Vestry held its regular monthly meeting and we are pleased to 
advise you that our Treasurer presented the most favorable financial report that we have had for a 
long time. We know this will be agreeable news to you .as an indication of what you have always 
impressed upon us that under good normal headship we ought to be doing much better in every way 
than for the past few years. Our observation is that our congregations are becoming more and more 
satisfactory in numbers of attendance. 

Our church school has been reorganized and the attendance fills the chapel every Sunday 
and the Rector's work with the children shows in the marked interest on the part of the pupils. 

This brief report is merely to introduce the subject for which this letter is intended. We wish 
at this time to say to you some things that you already know are in our hearts. It is impossible for us 
to tell you in words what it has meant to us and to Christ Church that you, out of the goodness of 
your heart and amid your other manifold and pressing duties, were willing to and did assume the 
rectorship and guidance of our Parish at the most critical point in its history brought about through no 
fault of our own. We are firmly convinced that only through the prestige of your office as Bishop and 
through the influence of your own personality as an individual and your kindly and sympathetic ways 
it was possible to make fair weather out of what looked to be a very disastrous position for us. There 
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is no way we can tell you in words how much this has meant to us and we can only pledge you our 
lasting love and loyalty. 

We must also thank you for the time, thought and services you have given us during the past 
two years so unsparingly and it is our earnest intention to give every assistance we can to Father 
Mallett so that he may build upon the foundation you preserved.  

Sincerely yours, 

THE WARDENS AND VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH 

In spite of the hopeful note sounded in the letter to Bishop Maxon the annual Treasurer's 
Report for 1931, which was submitted Jan. 1, 1932, showed a bank balance on Jan. 1st of $8.96 and 
on Jan. 7, 1932 the following letter was delivered to the Rector and Vestry of Christ Church: 

January 7, 1932 
The Rev. Reginald Mallett, Rector, & 
Vestry of Christ Church Parish, 
CITY 
Gentlemen: 

The following is a condensed statement of receipts and disbursements since April 7th, 1931, 
at which time the Treasurership of the Mortgage & Sinking Fund was turned over to me with a 
balance in the bank of $26.81. 
 102 Items $2,963.32 
 Disbursements as follows: 
5.18.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest $200.00 
5.28.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co.,  2.70 
6. 9.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 150.00 
6.19.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 125.75 
6.22.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 2.63 
7.3.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 2.35 
7.16.31 - 1st National Bank, Interest. 375.00 
7.29.31 - 1st National Bank, Interest 375.00 
8. 1.31 - West Construction Co., Telegrams 2.71 
8. 5.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Payment on Principal 512.22 
9. 4.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Payment on Principal 257.06 
10.12.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 255.12 
10.16.31 - L. H. Lumsden, Jr., Stamps 3.72 
11. 3.31 -Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 200.01 
11.16.31 - Met. Life Ins. Co., Interest 2.08 
12.11.31 - 1st National Bank, Interest 375.00 

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS ON MORTGAGE & SINKING FUND ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Interest on Second Mortgage, Due November 20th, 
 1931  $  375.00 
Interest on First and Second Mortgage will be 
 February 20th, 1932 750.00 
Interest on Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
 through March 1, 1932 455.12 
  [Total]       $1,580.12 

I am hoping we will be able to satisfy the holders of these mortgages by paying the interest 
on them, if we are able to do this. The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has been making some 
demands for past due principal, but I think I have them pretty well satisfied. 

The original Metropolitan Life Insurance Loan was $17, 300.00. We have paid on this 
$750.00, leaving a balance of $16, 550.00. 

MATTER OF FIRE INSURANCE ON THE CHURCH AND PARISH HOUSE: The 
delinquent premiums on these Policies are due a large amount of money, I would estimate at $600.00. 
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I have paid no attention to these Fire Insurance Policies for the reason that there has not 
been enough money available to pay interest on Mortgages -- further than this, I, as Treasurer of the 
Mortgage & Sinking Fund absolutely decline to pay Fire Insurance out of this Fund. This is not what 
these notes were given for. While I contend that this was not what these notes were given for, Mr. 
Ellsworth, our former Treasurer, contends differently and I believe has paid these Policies in the past. 

Requesting that you reach a decision on these matters at this meeting, 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRIST CHURCH 
L. B. West, 
Treasurer, Mortgage & Sinking Fund 

There is evidence that Mr. West was pressing for suits on various people who still had past 
due notes or payments on notes past due. On February 19, 1932, a former Christ Church 
communicant who had moved to Knoxville wrote the following letter: 

February 19, 1932 
It has not been my intention to ignore your letter of the 8th regarding the Christ Church 

note, but have laid it aside for a few days to study over the matter, and too, I have been so terribly 
busy, working day and night that I really allowed my personal affairs to go untouched. 

I thought that my letter of the 2nd was self explanatory, as I stated in the last paragraph that 
if Mr. West and the Committee intended holding the old note signed in 1927 until I had paid the new 
note signed in 1931, and then sue me on the deficiency, that suit might as well be brought now. 

I do not feel that the matter has been handled in a friendly manner at all, and no courtesy has 
been shown me. In the first place I met the request of Mr. West's letter dated May 14, 1931, and then 
after payments had been made on this note, you wrote to me, advising that an error had been made. If 
the old note had been sent to me in the first place and then you had called it to my attention that an 
error had been made, more than likely I would have been glad to sign a new note for the additional 
amount. I have also expressed my willingness to pay the additional amount of approximately $50 
when I finish paying for the new note signed, providing of course, that I am working and in a position 
to do so. Another thing which has made it look bad, is that there is now past due payments on the 
new note which would have been taken care of promptly had the matter been handled in a more 
friendly manner. I intend making monthly payments, provided the old note is sent me immediately. 

I suppose that Mr. West has the full authority to handle these notes as he sees fit, however, I 
do feel if a committee were in charge that they would be willing to meet with my request. It is true 
that I did not meet the old note promptly, but of course, was not by myself, however, I intend to pay 
this new note with satisfactory promptness. Mr. West should know that I will pay my just obligations, 
although a few years ago he seemed to have lost confidence in my ability, nevertheless I did come 
through and payoff a large obligation many times the size of this note, which he said I could not do. 

Things were really in a very bad way for in the minutes of the regular vestry meeting of 
Christ Church held on Feb. 16th there is an interesting "tidbit" which showed how "tight" the money 
situation was. Evidently Christ Church still owed Father Wilson all, or at least a portion of the 
money they had promised when he resigned, for the minutes read: 

Secretary read letter from Father Wilson. Mr. M. E. Ellsworth asked to write Father Wilson 
giving our condition and telling him we cannot see any way to pay our account with him. 

In the Treasurer's Report for March, 1932, under ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE there 
appears: 

Pledges in arrear[s] for 1930 $1,082.39 
Pledges in arrear[ s] for 1931 962.05 
Pledges for Jan. 1932 show a deficit of  48.70 
Pledges for Feb. 1932 show a deficit of  93.25 
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Pledges for Mar. 1932 show a deficit of 136.50 

The pledge deficit column was growing like Jack's bean stalk and Jonah's gourd vine 
combined. Creditors were barking for their money like a pack of foxhounds on a warm trail. Pilcher 
and Sons of Louisville, Kentucky, were pressing for $385.00 for work that had been done on the 
church organ. The Secretary of the Vestry wrote a letter explaining Christ Church's financial 
condition and ended by saying: 

This is not an easy letter to write, but we assure you of our intention to do the very best we 
can and we trust that you will patiently bear with us. 

On July 27th the following letter was written to the Vestry: 
RE: CHRIST CHURCH MORTGAGE "SINKING FUND" 

Dear Friends: 

When I took over the Treasureship [sic] of this fund I planned and the minutes show, that I 
took it over for a trial for a year. This year expired last May. 

I enclose herewith a statement of what I have accomplished. What I have accomplished has 
not been satisfactory to me and I don't suppose it is satisfactory to the Vestry. However, I can assure 
you that, through the kind efforts of Mr. L. H. Lumsden, Jr., who is not a communicant of our Church 
and through my efforts to collect on Pledge notes to this fund, it has not been neglected. On the 
contrary, I feel that I have lost the friendship of many in my efforts to work out this difficult problem 
during this period of depression, which is, perhaps, the worst in the world's history, a period when 
suits, or threats of suits, doesn't seem to disturb in the least the signers of notes. 

It is, therefore, my conclusion to resign as Treasurer of Christ Church Mortgage "Sinking 
Fund." In resigning, please be advised have really resigned and there will be no disagreeable 
arguments as occurred at the time of the resignation of my predecessor, Mr. E. M. Ellsworth, but this 
resignation takes effect on and after the first meeting of the Vestry, which is August 2nd, 1932, and 
my successor should be elected and the First National Bank should be notified, as I shall notify them 
of my resignation. 

Please be advised that Mr. L. H. Lumsden, Ir. has all of these records in splendid shape and 
ready to be turned over to my successor, and we will willingly take this time to explain all of the 
details. 

My plans are to leave Chattanooga during the month of August and I will not return until 
early in October. 

The only urgent demand on this fund, as it now stands, will be the interest on the 
Metropolitan Loan, which will be due on September 1st, in the amount of $45 5.13. 

The interest on the First Mortgage Loan to the First National Bank, due on November 20th, 
$375.00. 

There are some very dependable signers of the pledge notes, who are paying regularly. 
However, I don't believe there will be sufficient paying to meet this demand of interest. 

I am writing the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company on the subject of the interest on their 
loan, copy of which is attached hereto. 

Regretting that our efforts have not produced better results but with best of good wishes for 
my successor, I am 

Yours respectfully, 

Larry B. West, Resigning Treasurer 
Mortgage and Sinking Fund 
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Then under date of July 30th the second rocket exploded. It was also from Mr. West and 
said: 

For very good reasons known to myself I resign as Vestryman and Senior Warden of Christ 
Church. 

I also feel that it is not good for the Church to continue, year after year, with old heads on 
the vestry, as whether they realize it or not, it's the older heads that really run it. Younger blood 
should be drafted into this service and the old heads called into conference when they need them. 

Assuring you, our Rector and our Bishop, that my interest, my attendance and my support as 
a Communicant will continue, as ever 

Yours faithfully, 

Larry B. West 

At the regular meeting of Christ Church vestry August 9,1932, both of Mr. L. B. West's 
letters of resignation were read, and both resignations were duly acted upon by the vestry and 
accepted. 

On August 10, 1932, the secretary of the vestry wrote a letter to Mr. West advising him of 
the Vestry's action and thanking him. Due to what was to follow the last two paragraphs of the 
letter are quoted here: 

Both Father Mallett and the Vestry appreciate that certain complications in our Mortgage 
indebtedness affairs, wholly out of the power of either yourself or the Vestry to avoid and without 
criticism upon anyone involved, are apt to soon to come to pass; and as we do not desire to have your 
official status to cause you to be embarrassed in any way, the Vestry took the action you requested 
without discussion as you preferred us to do. 

We do not have to tell you how much we regret this for you well know how reluctant we all 
are to have you lay down these duties at the time of your greatest usefulness. You have been most 
faithful, resourceful and of wise counsel in all the Parish affairs For all you have done in and for the 
Parish in the past, and may do in the future (for you have assured us of your continuing interest) we 
thank you with full hearts; and you will find us seeking your counsel From time to time, as we have 
in the past when we are needing good advice; and so we will come to you with confidence. 

On August 26th, 1932, Mr. West sent out a letter addressed to 
Bishop James R. Maxon:  
Father Reginald Mallett 
E.G. Billingsley 

Since this letter makes very clear who it is that is really "left holding the bag" it is quoted 
here: 

Dear Friends: 
Re Christ Church Mortgage & Sinking Fund; also Second Mortgage Loan of $12,500.00. 

You are all familiar with this loan and my responsibility for the payment of the loan; also, the 
collateral bond. Therefore, it is unnecessary to go into the details of this. 

I am no longer Treasurer of the Mortgage & Sinking Fund; neither am I a Vestryman or a 
Senior Warden. 

Unfortunately for the Church I am not prepared to carry the loan unless the interest charges 
are paid, the next payment of which is due in November. 

Bishop Maxon has suggested a plan to the Guarantors to make things easy for them and to 
relieve the church. There has been very little response to this. 
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Even though I were able, which I am not, it is not good for the Church or the 
Communicants, and further, it is unreasonable that the Guarantors on this collateral bond should 
expect one individual to carry the load. 

My willingness in the past, when I was able, I don't think will be brought into question as 
my donations and contributions to Christ Church have exceeded my living expenses. 

I am sure that Bishop Maxon agrees with me in this as at one time when things were 
prosperous I offered to make an additional, and a substantial, contribution and the Bishop advised 
against it. 

I have checked on the accompanying list those that I think will give their "personal notes" 
and the Bishop's co-operative spirit is greater than it has ever been since I have been connected with 
the Church, and with the best of good wishes, I am 

Yours cordially, 

Larry B. West 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In The Chattanooga Times of September 2, 1932, there is the following account of an 
ordination at Christ Church, which is of more than passing interest, for Major Harley S. Bullock 
was to go on to the Priesthood and render singular and loving service to Christ Church Parish from 
the time of his ordination to the day of his death. The Times article said: 

Maj. Harley S. Bullock, a retired major of the United States Anny, was ordained a deacon of 
the Episcopal church at an impressive service conducted yesterday morning at Christ Church by the 
Rt. Rev. John Durham Wing, Bishop of South Florida. 

The rector, the Rev. Reginald Mallett, was master of ceremonies, and presented the 
candidate for ordination. 

The Rev. James R. Sharp, of Nashville, executive secretary of the Diocese of Tennessee, 
preached the sermon, in which he stated that a sense of discipleship, of fellowship and of stewardship 
was the equipment of Christians for carrying on the work of Jesus Christ begun nineteen hundred 
years ago at Jerusalem. 

The preacher stressed the fact that the layman is obligated as equally as the clergyman in 
carrying out Christ's commission to carry the gospel to the outer most parts of the earth, and pointed 
out that the sphere of a Christian's work is a widening one, beginning with the parish and extending 
to the community, the diocese, the nation and finally the entire world. 

Bishop Wing ordained the candidate and was celebrant at the mass. Father Sharp and the 
local clergy assisted. The Rev. Porter F. Florence, pastor of Thankful Memorial church, St. Elmo, 
read the "Preface to the Ordinal."  The Rev. Oliver J. Hart, rector of St. Paul's, read the "Litany", the 
petition for the ordained being said by Bishop Wing; the Rev. Battle McLester, priest in charge of 
Grace Church, read the "Epistle," and Major Bullock read the "Gospel," immediately after the words 
of ordination were spoken by Bishop Wing. The musical numbers included an offertory solo, "Teach 
Me the Way of Thy Statutes (Berwolo ) [by] Mrs. Genevieve McCue Ernst, appropriate hymns and 
the Simper Setting of the mass. 

The Choir was composed of the following singers: Mesdames Ernst, Charles S. Colburn, 
Imogene McGlohon Fontaine and Miss Sophia Brown, sopranos; Misses Marguerite McWhorter and 
Jeanette Jones and Mesdames Karl F. Wietzel and Elizabeth Teas, altos; Ralph Blomgren, Tenor; 
Paul Curtis, Bass, and Master Mickey Ernst. A large congregation attended the service. 
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In the minutes of the regular Christ Church vestry meeting, Sept. 16, 1932, there is a record 
of the following action regarding Major Bullock: 

The following resolution was made by R. W. Dugger, seconded by J. T. Digger and was 
duly passed. 

RESOLVED that this vestry go on record as approving Father Mallett's oral agreement with 
Major Bullock as his assistant and a formal agreement to be presented by Father Mallett at the next 
meeting. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Evidently the pressure for money was still being put on the signers of the mortgage notes. 
There is a letter on file dated Sept. 27, 1932 signed by E.G. Billingsley, Acting Treasurer, Christ 
Church Mortgage and Sinking Fund, which implies that the signer of the note will be sued if he 
does not pay. 

The answer is on the bottom and back of Mr. Billingsley's letter and more than anything I 
have read in a long time it sums up the temper of those dreadful, never-to-be-forgotten days of soup 
kitchens, flop houses, hungry men, women and children, ruined business men, suicides of former 
millionaires, and all the bitter unhappiness that accompanied the Great Depression. 

The answer is quoted verbatim: 
I haven't got anything the company I work for is busted, this note is the least of my worries 

now. The thing that worries me now is something to eat, so there is no use in wasting postage writing 
me these threating [sic] Christian letters. When I am worried to death with just debts where I got 
value received. Now this was a donation and I cannot make good. If you think you can get anything 
by suing me go ahead. I wrote your Church sometime ago about this same letter. I have never been 
sued. I have at all times tried to pay my debts but for the last two years it has gotten worse every day 
it seems for me until now if something doesn't happen pretty soon I will have to spend this winter in 
the soup kitchen. Sorry I can't be a good church member and payoff. 

The treasurer's report dated October I, 1932, shows a balance in the bank as of September 
30, 1932, of eight cents ($0.08) and under Accounts Receivable 

Pledge arrears for 1930............................................................. $1,082.39 
Pledge arrears for 1931.................................................................. 957.80 
Jan. pledges show a deficit of ......................................................... 24.20 
Feb. pledges show a deficit of ........................................................ 65.45 
March pledges show a deficit of ..................................................... 86.25 
April pledges show a deficit of ....................................................... 78.50 
May pledges show a deficit of ...................................................... 116.50 
June pledges show a deficit of ...................................................... 112.75 
July pledges show a deficit of ........................................................ 57.90 
Aug. pledges show a deficit of ...................................................... 221.95 
 “              “               “ ...................................................... 221.95 

Early in October the following letter was passed from Mr. L. B. West's office to the hands 
of E. G. Billingsley who was Acting Treasurer of the Mortgage and Sinking Fund which seemed to 
be pretty well sunk. 

METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY  
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   New York City 
   October 4, 1932 

Christ Episcopal Church Parish Vestry, 
Mr. L. B. West, Treas. 
c/o Simplicity Systems Company 
Riverside Drive 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Gentlemen: 

Please let us have your check immediately covering payment of principal installment of 
$1,000 and interest of $455.13 due September 1, 1932, in connection with our mortgage loan on your 
property. 

Unless payment reaches us by return mail, we shall place the matter in the hands of our 
Attorneys with instructions to enforce payment of all arrears in connection with this loan. 

 Very truly yours 

 Wm. S. Norton, Comptroller 
 Loan #126529 

Under date of Oct. II, 1932 Mr. Billingsley dispatched the following reply: 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen:- Attention Mr. Wm B. Norton.. Comptroller 

Your favor of October 4th, regarding Loan No. 126529, has been referred to me for 
attention. 

As you have already been advised, Mr. L. B. West, Treasurer of the Mortgage "Sinking 
Fund," resigned on August 1st, and his resignation was accepted by the vestry of Christ Church, but 
up to the present time no successor has been elected and I am simply filling in temporarily until an 
election is made. 

I do know that it is absolutely impossible to meet your request of payment of principal 
installment of$ 1,000.00 and interest of $455.13, all of which was due Sept. 1st, 1932. 

It is absolutely impossible, in the face of the depression, to collect anything on notes which 
are due our Mortgage "Sinking Building Fund" and the Treasury at this time has only $274.42 on 
deposit and we are enclosing our check for $270.00 to apply on interest, with the understanding that 
you will carry the loan and accept the interest payments as rapidly as we can collect them. 

This is absolutely the best that we can do at this time. 

The Vestry of Christ Church meets tonight, October 11th, when your letter and a copy of 
this reply will be laid before them for their attention and the election of a successor to Mr. L. B. 
West. 

Yours very truly, 

CHRIST CHURCH MORTGAGE & SINKING FUND, 
E. G. Billingsley, Acting Treasurer 

Mr. Billingsley's letter and check for $270.00 was answered by the following telegram, 
dated Oct. 17, 1932: 

YOUR CHECK TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY DOLLARS RECEIVED STOP CANNOT 
ACCEPT SAME CONDITIONALLY STOP WILLING TO CREDIT FUNDS ON YOUR 
ASSURANCE BALANCE INTEREST WILL BE PAID WITHIN THIRTY DAYS STOP PLEASE 
ADVISE WHETHER PAYMENT CAN BE CREDITED ON THIS UNDERSTANDING. 
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On October 19, 1932, Mr. Billingsley sent the following letter in reply to the foregoing 
telegram: 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., 
New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: - Attention Mr. Wm. S. Norton, Comptroller 

Acknowledging receipt of your night letter, which has just been received by me. 

I cannot give you any further assurance in this matter other than that contained in my letter 
to you of October 11th. 

We gave you all the money we had and agreed to give you all that we can collect, as rapidly 
as we can collect it, and that is all that I can assure you that we can do. 

As I am Acting Treasurer, under instructions of the Vestry, I cannot advise you regarding 
credit of payment without some action from them, and their next meeting is on Tuesday, November 
8th. 

Unfortunately I have never been able to find out what Bishop Maxon's proposal was 
regarding the signers of the collateral bond, but whatever it was, it seems to have gone over like '"a 
lead balloon full of rusty plowshares." 

Under date of Oct. 22, 1932, the following letter was sent to Bishop Maxon: 
My dear Bishop: 

RE: SECOND MORTGAGE OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH HOUSE  

Following is a copy of a letter I have just received from Mr. Vaughn Miller:  

Referring to the collateral bond and the plan recommended by Bishop Maxon to the signers 
of the collateral bond, there appears to be a response from only five of the signers of the collateral 
bond. I understand from you that the interest on this second mortgage will be in default on November 
20, 1932, and that the obligation under the second mortgage and the corresponding obligation of the 
guarantors, in case the interest is not paid, will be due and payable on that date. 

It is my opinion that it would be better for those who have given you the notes for their 
obligation under the collateral bond, and also better for you, to let the entire obligation under the 
second mortgage and the collateral bond be declared in default on November 20th and judgments be 
secured against all parties signing this collateral bond. My reason for thinking so is that by such 
procedure each of the signers on the collateral bond will only have to pay his relative proportion as 
provided in the collateral bond (that is, as respects the solvent signers) but in no event in excess of 
$1,000.00 each. 

As the responses to the Bishop's letter are only from about one fourth of the signers on the 
collateral bond and as the interest will be in default on November 20th, 1932, due to lack of funds, it 
would perhaps be the better part of wisdom to let the whole matter be closed up as Mr. Miller 
advises. 

If you and the vestry feel differently about this I would appreciate hearing from you. 
Otherwise the procedure will be as Mr. Miller has advised. In the interim, I am holding your note and 
the signers of the other four notes. 

While it is difficult to understand why men won't respond to the liberal suggestion which 
was made them to carry on their obligations, making it necessary to foreclose on the obligation under 
this mortgage and collateral bond. 

With the best of good wishes, I am 

Yours cordially, 
Larry B. West 
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Apparently Mr. Billingsley was pressing relentlessly for payment on the Mortgage and 
Sinking Fund notes held by the First National Bank, for I found a letter from one of Chattanooga's 
very respected business men, dated Nov. 30, 1932, addressed to Mr. Billingsley. This letter sheds a 
great deal of light on the temper of the times and the body of the letter is quoted here for that 
reason. 

Dear Mr. Billingsley: 
I have your letter of recent date in reference to balance on subscription to Christ Church 

which I gladly subscribed at your solicitation, and I regret very much that I have not been able to pay 
this. As I wrote you sometime ago - have not made a dime in nearly two years. I have made many 
subscriptions to churches, schools, other worthy causes and I still owe some of them, but never in my 
life have I had any of them to write me such a letter as I received from Christ Church, dictated or at 
least signed by you. Don't you know that if I had been able to pay this subscription that you would 
not have had to write me a single line about it. When a man has spent all he has worked for in forty 
years to house and feed nearly 500 people in the past two years as I have done I thought I was doing 
my share. Not that I do not expect to pay every cent to any church or any other obligation that I have 
made if I am given the opportunity to do so, but you know there is a limit to everything. I am signing 
this note and signing you a check for $5.00 which I am going to ask you to hold until Dec. 6/h as I 
will have a little money coming to me on that date. I will do my best to pay these installments when 
due. My family will be the one to feel it, not your church. Mr. [a member of Christ Church] owes the 
Company $13.00 for two tons of coal bought last March and if you can get him to pay you for me I 
would be glad to let you have it on this note. If people would only pay me 25% of what they owe me 
I would pay everybody on earth that I owe and go to Florida for the balance of the winter and fish, or 
do something. Let me know if the check and note is satisfactory, if so write me a receipt for same. 

Yours truly 

Bob -------- 

Mr. Billingsley replied to this letter on December 1st. His reply is quoted here: 
My dear Bob: 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your favor of Nov. 11th with accompanying note and 

check for $5.00. 

I have read your letter carefully and have given it considerable thought, and I am just as 
sorry as I can be, Bob, that you take this as a personal matter and resent the letter over my signature, 
and view the entire matter contained therein in the light that you evidently do. 

It is certainly not a pleasure to me to have to sign such letters, particularly to one of my old 
mends whom I have always highly esteemed. Further, my job as Acting Treasurer was forced upon 
me by the Bishop and the Church Officials absolutely unsolicited. In fact, I tried my best to keep out 
of it, as I value my mends so highly I did not want to do anything to hurt their feelings, but somebody 
had to stand up on the front line and get shot at and the Bishop and Vestry, knowing that I was 
already crippled, elected me to receive these shots. Furthermore, Bob, we have got so many hard-
boiled signers of notes that we had to send them a hard-boiled letter to endeavor to make them come 
across, and pay up what they owe, so that we could save our Church, and as we had to treat each and 
every one alike, some of our soft hearted and generous friends like yourself are bound to take 
exception to it, and while I regret this very much in your case, as I stated before, we had to act 
without fear and favor. 

I will hold your check as you request, and thanking you for putting this matter in an 
acceptable shape, and enclosing receipt and your old note for your files, and assuring you of my 
warm personal regards, 

Yours very truly, 

P. S.: You know, Bob, I had to write myself the same sort of a letter as I am also way behind 
in my payments to the Church on my note but way down in my heart I honestly feel that you, myself 
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and the balance of the signers of these notes are at fault in this matter, for we gave these notes on 
April 1st, to 10th of 1927, in prosperous times when we all could have paid them, and it is simply 
through our own negligence that we did not do so and allowed the notes to carry over until the 
present strenuous times. I, like you, have lost practically everything I had except what I am sitting on 
and my sense of humor, and as hard as it is, I am going to try and pay in $5.00 on my note each 
month to the Church, the same as I have requested you and others to do. 

Christ Church indebtedness was to be a '"thorn in the flesh" of the parishioners for many 
years to come. It was to provoke a lawsuit L. B. West vs. E. G. Billingsley, et al., which was to 
sever a great many friendships within the Church and to leave a residue of bitterness that crops up 
at odd times in unexpected places down to this time. 

In connection with this suit Mr. E. G. Billingsley made a deposition which is the clearest 
statement I have found concerning how this indebtedness was incurred and for that reason a portion 
of Mr. Billingsley's deposition is quoted here. He said: 

If my memory serves me correctly, Mr. E. M. Ellsworth, Mr. L. B. West and myself were 
appointed by the Vestry as a Committee to take up with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
and others the question of securing a loan of $25,000, which was to be secured by mortgage given on 
St. Lawrence Hall property, 541 McCallie Ave. 

Mr. Ellsworth and myself first worked on the Knoxville Agent of the Metropolitan., who 
came down here, viewed the property, and advised Mr. Ellsworth and myself that he would 
recommend his Company making this loan to us, but after quite a number of meetings his Company 
refused to make the loan and we then took it up with Mr. Frank Underwood and Dr. Joe Johnson to 
see if they would make the loan and Mr. Underwood turned it down. I then, in company with Mr. 
West, took up the question of the loan with Mr. S. L. Phelps, Treasurer of the Volunteer State Life 
Insurance Company, and they, too, turned down our request. 

Mr. West and myself then called on Mr. Walter A. Sadd, of the First National Bank and laid 
the entire matter before him, requesting that they make the loan of $25,000. After a few days time 
Mr. Sadd advised me that he would grant a loan of $15,000, taking St. Lawrence Hall as security, and 
as this amount was insufficient for our needs we kept working with him until he finally agreed to let 
us have $25,000 on a first mortgage of $12,500 and a second mortgage of an equal amount. After 
papers had been prepared by Mr. Thomas transferring the old loan on St. Lawrence Hall to the 
Church property and getting the decks all cleared up for the loan to the First National Bank, Mr. 
Lavens Thomas, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. West and myself took all papers to the First National Bank, 
where same were executed, turned over to the First National Bank, who in turn turned the $25,000 
over to Mr. Ellsworth, who later on turned over to me $20,000, less cost of preparing the papers, 
discount, etc. The difference of $5,000 Mr. Ellsworth, as Treasurer of the Mortgage and Sinking 
Fund of Christ Church had to pay to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company as a consideration in 
transferring the old mortgage on St. Lawrence Hall to the Church property proper. 

The papers that we turned over to the First National Bank at the time they made the loan of 
$25,000 was the first and second mortgage papers and the collateral bond which accompanied the 
second mortgage, all of which had been prepared in accordance with the Attorney's advice and the 
collateral bond, to the best of my remembrance, was identical with a collateral bond which Members 
of the Vestry and our congregation had originally signed with the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company in the sum of $20,000, it being a personal obligation of each signer and limiting his 
liability under said bond to the extend [sic ]of $2,000, and each one of the signers on the collateral 
bond which accompanied the second mortgage papers to the First National Bank were thereby 
reducing their personal liability from $2,000 to $ 1,000 and I am sure that everybody that signed this 
collateral bond so understood it. 

But at least one individual was willing to pay as he had promised. He was busy putting his 
affairs in order, and one wonders if he had a premonition of early death; the general tone of his 
letter indicated as much. Father Robertson wrote Mr. E. M. Ellsworth the following letter dated 
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August 5, 1933. The letter was sent from Prospect Hill Road, Lexington, Massachusetts. Father 
Robertson wrote: 

My dear Friend: 
I am anxious to settle up all my outstanding obligations and the last one is to Christ Church, 

Chattanooga. I am writing to ask your help in the following plan. 

I am borrowing on my Provident Life Insurance policy and will pay Cram and Ferguson 
$733.44 for the drafting cost of the Christ Church plans. You may remember that the matter was a 
gift of the architects plans or work on these which is $3,000.00 less the $733.44. 

The Church owes me $250.00 for Dec. 1929 salary and travelling expenses to and from 
Boston. 

I will send the Vestry Doctor Cram’s receipt for the $733.44 and my receipt for the $250.00, 
plus $70.00 travelling expenses is $320.00 making a total, of $1,055.44. 

If you will send me a receipt for this amount and all notes which anyone has signed for me, 
stating in the receipt that this is a receipt for all debts, subscriptions and obligations whatsoever sort 
From me to Christ Church to date. If you can fix this for me I will be deeply grateful and will hold 
you ever in higher love and estimation than I do now if such is possible. 

As Dr. Cram made this gift largely on my personal request - he told me he never did 
anything like it before - I feel morally bound to see that it is paid and as his office has waited three 
years, I think it ought to be reimbursed at once for Cost paid out. 

Whoever signed notes for me, far overestimated my financial ability - I could never afford a 
large subscription and now I am going far beyond what I ought only to clear up things in case of my 
death. I would like to pay my debt in this way. 

I am homesick for you dear people and Chattanooga and wish I could spend a few days with 
you, not a face - an event - a service, a blessing or sorrow but occurs to me constantly and sanctified 
my memory which is the Guardian Angel of my past. 

Please let me hear from you at once so I may know that you are agreeable and so I may 
release the check to Mr. Cram. 

God bless you and Louise + , the remembrance of you both is a treasure - all my love, 

Your devoted friend,  

Wm. C. Robertson 

Apparently Mr. Ellsworth lost no time in getting the facts assembled for under date of Sept. 
12, 1933, the following letter went to Mr. Ellsworth: 

In compliance with my promise made Sunday at the Vestry Meeting, I am giving you the 
following facts, as near as I can get them together, of Father William C. Robertson's Christ Church 
note account: 

The note itself is dated April 14th, 1927, and is for $1,500.00 and is signed: “The Reverend 
William Clendenning Robertson, by J. C. Howell and E. M. Ellsworth.”  On the back of this note 
there appears a credit on principal amounting to $225.00, made up as follows: 

Payment April 27, 1927  - $ 25.00 

Payment July 19, 1927  - 75.00 

Payment Jan. 6, 1928  - 75.00 

Payment Apr. 24, 1928 -  50.00 

  $225.00 
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This, deducted from the face of the amount of the note, would leave a balance due on this 
note of $1,275.60, plus interest at the rate of 6% From April 14, 1927 to date. 

Geo. McCoy reported to me that the record of the Treasurer shows on the minutes of Christ 
Church that we owe Father Robertson for salary, auto upkeep, traveling expenses, etc., would leave a 
balance due Christ Church on this note of $902.82, plus the interest at 6% From April 14, 1927 to 
September 1st, 1933, which in itself would be a great big item. 

I believe this is all the information that I promised to get you and it is now up to you to 
arrive at your decision and so notify Father Robertson. 

Yours very truly, 

E. G. Billingsley 

In the minutes of a vestry meeting held in the Guild Room (this room is now the Lady 
Chapel) of Christ Church, Sunday, Sept. 10, 1933, at 11:00 a.m., there is the following notation: 

Mr. Ellsworth explained the background of a bill $733.44 owed to Dr. Cram for plans for 
remodeling the Church. 

The following resolution was introduced by Mr. E. M. Ellsworth and seconded by Mr. 
Billingsley and duly carried.  To be sent by Mr. Ellsworth.   

The “owned by Dr Cram” in the above quotation should, of course, have been owed to Dr. 
Cram. 

Attached to these minutes there was a resolution and a receipt, both of which are quoted 
here. 

By proper action the following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED: - That according to the Reverend William C. Robertson’s letter of August 
15th, 1933 and E. G. Billingsley’s letter of September 12th – 1933, (both attached hereto) and the 
Statement of Fr. Robertson’s account as below, the settlement of said account is hereby authorized as 
provided herein.   

STATEMENT  

Sinking Fund note, signed “The Reverened William Clendenning Robertson by J. C. Howell 
and E. M. Ellsworth” (under authority by Fr. Robertson to J. C. Howell) dated April 14th, 1927, due 
in installments over a period of five years, with six per cent interest from date . . . . .$1,500.00. 

Payments were made on said note as per endorsements on the back of same as follows:   

 Cash payment April 27, 1927 ................................... $25.00 
 Cash payment July 19, 1927 ....................................... 75.00 
 Cash payment Jan’y 6, 1928 ....................................... 75.00 
 Cash payment April 24, 1928 ........................ 50.00  225.00 
Balance of principal of note ..................................................... $1,275.00 
The Secretary’s Minute Book records containing Parish Treasurer’s Statements shows the 

Parish owes Fr. Robertson for services and expenses and auto upkeep while he was in charge of the 
Parish in the latter part of the year 1929 

 ................................................................................... 372.18 
 Balance of Combined accounts- ............................ $ 902.82 
Further, the Rev. William Clendenning Robertson now proposes to pay the Architect fee on 

the books of Cram & Ferguson, charged to Christ Church, but which according [to] letters in our 
Parish files Fr. Robertson assured the parish, no charge would be made, through some 
misunderstanding from Fr. Robertson and Dr. Cram.  The fee amounts to $733.44 

This would leave a total principal due from Fr. Robertson of $169.38 
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NOW THEREFORE, when Fr. Robertson shall furnish to the Senior Warden a receipted 
account for $733.44 from Cram & Ferguson, stating same is in full payment of account, then the 
Senior Warden shall be authorized to deliver to the Rev. Clendenning Robertson, his above note 
cancelled and issue to him an official receipt of Christ Church Parish which shall release the Rev. 
William Clendenning Robertson from all amounts due by him of every name and kind, including all 
interest that may be due.   

The Reverend William C. Robertson having delivered to the undersigned the receipt of 
Cram & Ferguson of Boston, Mass. For $733.44, which was paid to them by Rev. Wm. C. Robertson 
personally out of his own funds, and which receipt shows payment in full of the adjusted and agreed 
amount charged on the books of Cram & Ferguson to Christ Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee: 

Now Therefore, by reason of said payment and by authority of a certain Resolution adopted 
at its meeting in August 1933 by the Vestry of said Christ Church (copy attached hereto), there is 
hereby delivered to the Rev. Wm. C. Robertson duly cancelled his promissory note date April 14, 
1927, payable to Christ Church for $1500.00, with endorsed payments on principal of $225.  And 
receipt is hereby acknowledged to the Rev. Wm. C. Robertson of the full settlement of all accounts 
between him and Christ Church Parish; and he is hereby released from all amounts due by him of 
every name and kind, including all interest that may be due. 

CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
By E. M. Ellswort-Senior Warden 

It is refreshing to note in the final paragraph of the foregoing resolution that Christ Church 
Vestry decided to be very magnanimous and play "lady bountiful" by remitting any interest that 
might be due on Father Robertson's note which he had very foolishly empowered Mr. J. C. Howell 
and Mr. E. M. Ellsworth to sign for him. 

I cannot resist noting here that Father Robertson must never have heard an old adage that I 
was brought up on: "Beware of wolves in sheep's clothing." 

However, there is evidence that he was beginning to learn a bit about his dear friends at 
Christ Church. He had the foresight to secure a duplicate of his receipt which he secured from 
Cram & Ferguson when he paid them the $733.44 in question. This duplicate is attached to the 
minutes of the Christ Church Vestry Meeting held in Christ Church Guild Room, September to, 
1933, at 11:00 A.M. 

* * * * * * * * *  

With all the struggle to secure money, not enough was collected to save St. Lawrence 
Parish Hall. The story of what 1933 was like is best glimpsed from the Report of Secretary of 
Vestry of Christ Church for the annual Parish Meeting. The report is quoted in full: 

Father Haylor, Wardens, Vestry and Parishioners of Christ Church. 

The following is the Annual Report of the Secretary of the Vestry of Christ Church for the 
year 1933. 

The vestry has held 10 regular meetings and 7 called meetings during the year of 1933 in 
which the regular routine of business was carried out. 

Due to the fact of the resignation of Father Mallett and his removal from the Parish, the 
vestry decided in view of the inability of the Parish further to finance the mortgage upon the Parish 
House and Rectory at 541 McCallie Avenue that the time had come for the Parish to turn said 
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property back to the mortgage and thus end our ownership of said property. This was done by formal 
notice to First National Bank on February 1st, 1933. 

Father Mallett removed from the Parish shortly before Feb. 1st, 1933, and on Feb. 14, 1933 
the Vestry entered upon an engagement for one year with the Reverend Walter L. F. Haylor, as 
Priest-in-charge. 

On March 17, 1933, Mr. Ralph Blomgren resigned his office as a member of the Vestry and 
at the meeting of April 4, his resignation was accepted with deep regret. Due to the fact of his 
approaching ordination to the Priesthood, Major Harley B. Bullock on April 7, 1933, tendered his 
resignation as a member of the Vestry which was duly accepted at the next meeting. 

On May 4th,  Erle Garrett, due to his removal from the City resigned his position as 
Treasurer of the Vestry of Christ Church which was duly accepted with regret. 

In order to fill the two vacancies in the membership of the Vestry, Mr. Russell C. Merriam 
and Mr. Robert Barkla were elected to serve out the two vacancies for the remainder of the year. Mr. 
Russell Merriam was also elected Treasurer of the Parish. 

The Vestry wishes to congratulate Father Haylor and the teachers of the Church School 
upon its progress during the past year and also to recognize the filling out and completion of the 
various other organizations within the Parish, all of which now seem to be favorably progressing. 

The Vestry of Christ Church wishes to recommend the following resolution for adoption at 
this meeting. 

RESOLVED: that the congregation of Christ Church extend thanks to Col. A. W. Buchholz 
for the interest he has taken in securing the publication of the parish bulletin and other printing and to 
say that without his faithful and generous interest the bulletin would not have been possible; We also 
wish to thank him for the beautiful drawing and cut used as a frontispiece of the Christmas Bulletin 
and which was also used in the Christmas Newspaper publicity which was highly effective and we 
are grateful to him. 

The Vestry begs to report that during the past year the Church received a gift from Mrs. 
Minnie M. Claiborne of Priests' Vestments that belonged to her husband, the Reverend Father 
Claiborne, whose death during the year saddened our people. 

The Vestry reports the resignation of Mr. E. G. Billingsley as Treasurer of the Mortgage and 
Sinking Fund. The Mortgage and Sinking Fund at present is in the hands of a committee consisting of 
Mr. E. G. Billingsley, Mrs. Allen Parker and Mr. E. M. Ellsworth, who are endeavoring to make 
collections upon the sinking fund pledge notes. The amount of the mortgage at this time is $16,500, 
and there is an accrual of part of two semi-annual interest payments together with an accrual of some 
insurance expenses unpaid and yet to be provided for. The Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. has been 
lenient thus far due to the depression but in order to save the Church property better payments will 
have to be made, from now on than have been made within the past year. 

In the month of November the Vestry renewed last year's contract with Father Haylor to 
continue as Priest-in-Charge of Christ Church for another year to the date of Feb. 14, 1935. 

On Nov. 19, 1933, Father Haylor presented to the Bishop for confirmation the largest 
confirmation class that has been presented in this Parish within the memory of any of the present 
members of the Vestry. 

This and Father Haylor's splendid priestly and parochial work during his first year prompts 
the Vestry to recommend to the Parish meeting of the Congregation for adoption the following 
resolution: 

RESOLVED that the Congregation of Christ Church at its annual meeting on Jan 15, 1934, 
desires to express to the Rev. Father Haylor its appreciation for the splendid work he has done in the 
Parish within the first year of his tenure as Priest-in-Charge of the parish. We wish to acknowledge 
his faithfulness and energy in the performance of all his duties as Priest-in-Charge and his care and 
attention in visiting the sick and counselling and helping those in distress. 
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It is the Vestry's opinion that we have not had in this parish in many years a more earnest 
and faithful Priest and judging by his work within the past year we look forward to a healthy growth 
of the congregation by confirmation of others from the outside that may be brought to an 
understanding value of the Catholic Faith and Practice. 

The vestry also wishes to offer for approval of the Parish meeting the following: 
RESOLVED that the Congregation of Christ Church has noted with gratification. Through the year 
the outstanding quality of our publicity department as reflected continuously throughout the year in 
the newspapers. This department is in sole charge of Miss Thankful Everett whose recognized ability 
makes our news items have an accuracy and a character that makes them stand out by themselves in 
the Religious sections of the daily papers. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the appointment of Miss Everett as publicity 
department manager be and is hereby made a permanent appointment so long as she may choose to 
so act. 

The Vestry also recommends the adoption of the following resolutions: RESOLVED that 
the Congregation of Christ Church extend to the organist, Miss Irma McMillan, and the members of 
the Choir the expression of our appreciation for their faithful work, in the rendering of the music of 
our services both at high mass and at Benediction.  We feel that a distinct gain has been made in the 
rendering of the Plainsong music which is so appropriate to the Mass, within the past year, and we 
are very grateful to those who have made our good musical service possible. 

RESOLVED that the Congregation of Christ Church wished to formally express its great 
pleasure in the return to our Parish of two of our people, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Moumblo, and 
Miss Mary C. Walker, who through necessity have been a long distance from us by reason of their 
removal for business reasons, have been most faithful and mindful of their old Parish in many ways 
and have been constantly in our thoughts and in our hearts while they were away. Now that they are 
returned to us we are very thankful and welcome them back to their old place with us. 

The Vestry also recommends the adoption of the following: "Resolved that the 
Congregation desired to express to Mr. Charles Dumos our heartfelt thanks for his faithful services in 
the care of our Church property and to assure him that the many things that he has done to help 
beautify the premises have been noted by us all and admired." 

The Vestry also recommends the adoption of the following: Resolved that the Congregation 
of Christ Church desired to acknowledge the very high order of service rendered by our Altar Guild 
composed of some of our most faithful women of the congregation who never fail in their very 
exacting duties and whose arrangements of the floral offerings on our Altar are always done with 
exquisite taste. 

In this connection the Congregation of Christ Church desires to express its feelings that the 
work of our Acolyte's Guild in the services of the Church about the Altar is of a very high order and 
excellently done. We wish to congratulate them and thank them one and all. 

The Vestry also wishes to note with approval the splendid work of all of the other various 
organizations of the Parish who have made great strides under the new administration. 

Respectfully submitted: 

George W. McCoy 
Secretary of the Vestry 

* * * * * * * * *  

One event that was to benefit Christ Church a great deal in the lean years that were ahead, 
was the Ordination to the Priesthood of Major Harley B. Bullock. The Chattanooga Times of 
Friday, June 2, 1933, carried the following account of the event: 
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The Rev. Harley Bowman Bullock will be ordained priest by the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, 
D. D., bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of Tennessee, at a service to be held at Christ Church today at 
9:30 a. m. 

The Rev. James R. Sharp of Nashville, Bishop's Chaplain, will act as master of ceremonies. 
The Rev. A C. Adamz, rector of Christ Church, Tracy City, who was himself confirmed and ordered 
deacon at Christ Church in this city, will be the preacher, and the Rev. Charles E. Wood, rector of St. 
James Church, Marietta, Ga., former vicar of Christ Church, will be the presenting priest. 

The Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, priest-in-charge of Christ Church and the following clergy 
will be present and assist at the service, the Rev. Francis W. G. Parker, O.H.C., St. Andrew's, the 
Rev. Oliver J. Hart, rector of St. Paul's Church, the Rev. Battle McLester, vicar of Grace Church; the 
Rev. Henry C. Salmond, rector of Christ Church, South Pittsburg, and the Rev. Lyle G. Kilvington, 
rector of St. Luke's Church, Cleveland. 

Major Bullock, who was ordained deacon on St. Giles Day, last September by the Rt. Rev. 
John Durham Wing, D.D., bishop of South Florida, is a graduate of West Point, the class of 1913. He 
served with the Twenty-third and Ninth infantry, second division, and was among the first 50,000 
American troops to be sent to Europe during the World War. While in France he attended the first 
general staff college at Longres and was invalided home From the Verdun sector in 1919. Following 
his retirement Major Bullock was for five years professor of military science and tactics in the Gary 
Schools, Gary, Ind. 

Maj. Bullock is the son of the late Rev. Alonzo Mansfield Bullock, a member of the East 
Wisconsin conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the late Mrs. Georgia Benedict 
Bullock. He attended Lawrence College, Appleton, Wis., before entering West Point. 

Maj. Bullock and Mrs. Bullock, who was formerly Miss Mariam Morrison, of this city, 
make their home on Lookout Mountain. 

Father Bullock had been serving Christ Church gratis since his ordination to the diaconate 
in September, 1932. He was to continue rendering singular services to Christ Church for many 
years. Gentle, loyal, loving soul that he was, much of the service he rendered was free and all too 
frequently not appreciated as much as it should have been. 

* * * * * * * * *  

On December 26th, 1933g Father Robertson died suddenly at his home in Cambridge, 
Mass. The Chattanooga News of December 27th carried the following article: 

FORMER LOCAL RECTOR PASSES 

Father Robertson Dies at Cambridge, Mass. 
The Rev. William Clendenin Robertson, founder and first rector of Christ Church of this 

city, died suddenly Tuesday afternoon at his home in Cambridge Mass., shortly after he had 
collapsed in the home of a parishioner. Father Robertson's death came after he and Mrs. Robertson 
had walked through a blizzard in order that Father Robertson might administer the sacrament to a 
sick parishioner. 

Since leaving Chattanooga in 1923, where he served more than twenty years as Rector of 
Christ Church, Father Robertson had lived in Cambridge. At the time of his death he was in charge of 
Emmanuel Church, Somerville. He returned to this city and served for three months, October, 
November and December, 1929, as temporary rector of Christ Church. 

Father Robertson was born near Houston, Texas, on March 22, 1872. He was educated in 
the schools of that state, at the University of the South, and the General Theological Seminary, New 
York City. He was ordained deacon on May 23, 1898, in New York by the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. 
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Gailor, D.D., bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee, and was raised to the priesthood the following year 
by Bishop Gaitor. 

Father Robertson began his missionary work at Grace Church, then located in South 
Chattanooga, on June 16, 1898, and the same year organized into a mission the work in St. Elmo, this 
later on becoming Thankful Memorial parish. On December 16, 1898, Father Robertson assumed 
charge of St. Peter's Church, Nashville, where he remained for two years. 

Returning to Chattanooga Father Robertson organized Christ Church. The first services 
were held on Sunday, Feb. 17, 1901, in the Masonic hall on Cherry Street. Services were continued 
here until March of the same year, when the home of the late judge Lewis Shepherd, corner McCallie 
Avenue and Douglas Street, was acquired and the home remodeled for church services. The present 
handsome brick church was built in 1905. 

Father Robertson was married in 1900 to Miss Laura Lea, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Overton 
Lea of Nashville. He was a member of Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, the Sons of the American 
Revolution and the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

News of Father Robertson's death was received in Chattanooga Tuesday by his daughter, 
Mrs. Thomas Meek Carothers, Jr. Surviving Father Robertson are his widow; three daughters and one 
son, Mrs. Carothers, Mrs. Harold B. Hinton of Washington, D. C.; Mrs. Sinclair Hatch of New York 
City, and Clendenin Robertson of New York, and four grandchildren, Mildred and Elizabeth 
Carothers; Harold Clendenin Hinton of Washington, and Robertson Hatch of New York. 

That same morning, Wednesday, Dec. 27th The Chattanooga Times had this to say: 
The Rev. William Clendenin Robertson, founder and for more than twenty years rector of 

Christ Episcopal Church here died yesterday afternoon at Cambridge, Mass., where he had lived 
since leaving here in 1923. 

Father Robertson, who was director of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Somerville, 
collapsed after walking with his wife half a mile through a blizzard to visit a parishioner in a home 
for the aged. He died shortly afterward. He was 61. 

News of Father Robertson's death was received here yesterday afternoon by Mrs. Thomas 
M. Carothers, Jr., his daughter. No funeral arrangements had been announced last night. 

Father Robertson last lived in Chattanooga in 1929 when he served the last three months of 
the year as temporary rector of Christ Church. 

Father Robertson was born near Houston, Texas, March 22, 1872. He received his education 
in the schools of that state, at the University of the South, Sewanee, and at the General Theological 
Seminary in New York. 

Father Robertson's ordination as a deacon occurred May 23, 1898, in New York, Bishop 
Gailor, of Tennessee, conferring the orders. His missionary work began in South Chattanooga June 
16, 1898, as pastor of Grace Memorial Church. On Dec. 16 following, he became rector of S1. Peter's 
Parish at Nashville, where his pastorate continued for two years. 

During the first year of Father Robertson's missionary work at Grace Church he organized 
into a mission the work in St. Elmo, which later on became Thankful Memorial Church. 

Father Robertson has the founder and first rector of Christ Church in Chattanooga and held 
its first service Sunday, Feb. 17, 1901, in the Masonic Hall, Cherry and Seventh Streets, where 
services were continued until March of the same year when the home of the late Judge Lewis 
Shepherd, comer McCallie Avenue and Douglas Streets, was acquired. 

The Shepherd home was remodeled and used for church services by Father' Robertson's 
congregation until 1905, when the present brick church was built. 

Hale and Merritt's History of Tennessee pays tribute to Father Robertson and his work at 
Christ Church. Among other things the history states: "In the strength of its institutions and 
benevolent works and the spirituality of its members and in the influence of its organizations over the 
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state at large, one of the most notable parishes of the Episcopal Church in the South is that of Christ 
Church, Chattanooga." 

Speaking of Father Robertson, the history says that "few men in the ministry of today have 
so fully realized the opportunities of their great profession and have worked with more enthusiasm 
and with greater simplicity of soul and character than Father Robertson."  

Father Robertson was never too busy to help those in sorrow or distress, regardless of their 
color. He worked with the late George Draper in trying to stamp out the narcotic evil and was largely 
instrumental in remodeling the old E. Street jail, making it into a hospital for the treatment of drug 
addicts. 

He was also much interested in the work of Pine Breeze sanitarium and was active in a 
movement to install a clinic in connection with Hamilton County jail. 

Father Robertson resigned his pastorate at Christ Church in 1923, going to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

On Saturday, Dec. 30th, in The Chattanooga Times there was another article which said: 
Hundreds of friends visited the Lady Chapel of Christ Episcopal Church where the body of 

the Rev. William C. Robertson, who died Tuesday in Massachusetts, lay in state last night awaiting 
interment in Chattanooga Memorial Park this morning at 10:30 o'clock. 

With the body, which arrived yesterday afternoon, were Mrs. Robertson, her son Clendenin, 
and two daughters, Mrs. Sinclair Hatch, of New York, and Mrs. Harold Hinton, of Washington. 

The Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, priest in charge of the church, will say a requiem mass for 
Father Robertson this morning at 9 o'clock. Commitment services at the grave will be conducted by 
the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, D.D., bishop coadjutor of the diocese of Tennessee, assisted by Father 
Haylor. 

Pallbearers will be: Active, Paul S. Steward, A Shelby Ochs, Edward Finlay, Richard 
Dugger, Dyer Butterfield, Tom Street, Carl Cartinhour, and Kenneth Durham; honorary, James 
Howell, E. M. Elsworth, E. G. Billingsley, L. B. West, 1. T. Dugger, George K. Brown, James G. 
Kalanzis, P. K. Chakalakis, W. T. Gaston, Frank Rettig, Frank Clark and Sessums Cleveland. 

His pilgrim head had found its final pillow. The sorrow and strife that had burdened most of 
Father Robertson's priesthood was ended, but the work which he had started with such high hopes 
and ethereal dreams was still alive, although it was faltering, and practically fainting by the 
wayside. Even so Christ Church had not yet reached the nadir of its depression and misery, but that 
time was almost at hand. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The annual Parish meeting of Christ Church was held January 15, 1934. The minutes open 
with the following statement: 

The congregation of Christ Church held its annual meeting in the nave of the church 
Monday, Jan. 15, 1934 at 7:45 p.m. 

26 members were present. 

The Rev. Father Haylor presided. 

George W. McCoy was secretary 

There follows the usual routine business of electing a vestry, etc~ and then of course the 
reports from various departments, starting with 
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A. annual report of the treasurer was presented by Russell Merriam, accepted, filed 
and marked A in these minutes. 

B. The annual report of the senior warden was presented by Mr. E. M. Elsworth, 
accepted, filed and marked B in these minutes. 

The B exhibit attached to the minutes consisted of a Memorial and a resolution which are 
quoted in that order, since they constitute an important segment of this church's history. 

A MEMORIAL 

THIS MEMORIAL is recorded in the Parish record of the annual Parish meeting of the 
congregation of Christ Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, to the memory of our well loved mend, the 
Rev. William Clendening Robertson, the founder of this Parish; its rector for more than twenty years; 
and the benefactor out of the wealth of his heart; and the acknowledged pastor of all the souls in 
Chattanooga during his period in service, for he sought out, regardless of race or color, those who 
were poor or in distress, or in any way in need of spiritual guidance. The entire community of this 
city was never too wide to exceed the bounds of his loving heart and his ministrations were not only 
to his own but to all who needed them. 

To his old Parish of Christ Church, the tidings of his death brought a sadness beyond words 
to express, or to us here, his own people, he was all that a devoted Priest of God and an unswervingly 
loving mend could be 

He established in this community the first Anglo-Catholic outpost in the South and nurtured 
it with wisdom and loving care throughout its infancy and later growth. 

May his prayers to God for all those far and near, for whom he always prayed in the past, 
still ascend to God from where he is now in the immortal life towards which those blessed hands of 
his, so often raised in blessing over, always pointed. Truly he was a man of God. May he rest in 
peace and light perpetual shine upon him. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

WHEREAS, the congregation of Christ Church realizing that heretofore no effort has been 
made to establish by authority any patronal or special festivals for the Parish, now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that beginning with the year 1933, the following festivals be hereby 
fixed and appointed for special observance: 

TRINITY SUNDAY; -as the cornerstone of this church shows that the same is dedicated to 
the "EVER BLESSED AND GLORIOUS TRINITY", this day is appointed to be the Dedication Day 
of this church and when the consecration of the church building shall be held it shall be held on 
Trinity Sunday; 

CORPUS CHRISTI:-as the name of this church is Christ Church, and as the Blessed 
Sacrament is perpetually reserved upon the altars of this church, it is manifestly proper that the 
Patronal festival of this church should relate to the Blessed Sacrament of the body of our Lore\, 

THEREFORE, Corpus Christi day is hereby appointed as the Patronal Festival of Christ 
Church, and the celebration of this festival may be held in its fullness, either upon Corpus Christi 
Day proper, or upon the Sunday within this Octave of Corpus Christ, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the two above festivals shall be celebrated with the full Catholic 
ceremonial and usage traditional1y appertaining to the same.  
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* * * * * * * * *  

There was one social event in 1933 that deserves mention here; Father Haylor was young, 
charming and extremely affable. Being a bachelor, he was a ready target for every husband-hunting 
female in Chattanooga, to say nothing of the women who had husbands, but whose personal vanity 
drove them to try their wiles on every man in their presence. But he eluded them all and returned to 
Ohio to be married. 

Sometime in 1933, (my newspaper clipping is undated), but from people whose memories I 
feel are still trustworthy, I have established that the marriage took place in that year, Father Haylor 
had a few days leave in order to get married. 

Either The Chattanooga Times, or The Chattanooga News, carried the following story: 
MISS GRANDY GIVES PLANS FOR MARRIAGE 

Wedding to Father Haylor will be Event of Wednesday Morning. , 

The marriage of the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, priest in charge of Christ Church, and Miss 
Helene Grandy of Cleveland, O., will be solemnized at St. James' Church, Cleveland, on Wednesday 
morning. News of the wedding will be of widespread interest to a large number of friends in 
Cleveland and Chattanooga. 

The Rev. Vivan [sic] H Peterson, rector of S1. James' church, will officiate at the ceremony 
and will celebrate the nuptial mass. The attendants will be Miss Elva Flora and Lewis D. Syester.[sic] 

The bride will be attired in a becoming gown of Van Dyck brown velvet fashioned in 
graceful lines and work with accessories of harmonizing shade. Her flowers will be a shoulder 
bouquet of Tea roses. 

After the service at the church Mr. and Mrs. Draper will entertain at a wedding breakfast at 
their home on Shaker Heights, honoring Father Haylor and his bride. Following a trip in the Great 
Smoky Mountains the young couple will be at home at Father Haylor's apartment at 722 Oak Street. 

Miss Grandy is the beautiful daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Millard F. Grandy of Cleveland. She 
attended Cleveland College. 

Father Haylor is the son of William Heman Haylor and the late Mrs. Haylor, who was 
before her marriage Miss Edith Lillian Fielding.  He attended the Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, and was graduated from Nashotah House Seminary, Nashotah, Wis. After his ordination 
he was chaplain at Seaview hospital, New York City, and junior curate at St. James' Church, 
Cleveland, having come from St. James' last February to serve as priest in charge of Christ Church, 
Chattanooga. 

Mrs. Herman D. Haylor and Mrs. A. O. Backert, the grandmother and aunt of Father Haylor, 
will be guests at the wedding Wednesday. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Early in 1934 Christ Church decided to hold a special memorial service for Father 
Robertson to mark the church's thirty-third anniversary. The Chattanooga Times, of Feb. 24, 1934 
carried the following account of the proposed event: 

 FATHER ROBERTSON WILL BE EULOGIZED 
 Late Priest Founded Christ Church in 1901 
 Special Memorial Service to Mark Observance of Anniversary 
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Christ Church, corner McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street, will hold special services on 
the second Sunday in Lent, commemorating the thirty-third anniversary of the ; parish, which was 
founded by the late Rev. William C. Robertson in 1901. 

The services at Christ Church Sunday will include low mass, 7:30 a.m.; High mass, 11 a.m., 
and Stations of the Cross, 7:30 p.m. At High Mass at 11 o'clock the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, priest 
in charge, will tell something of the history of the parish and will pay tribute to Father Robertson as 
founder and first rector. 

A special invitation has been extended to all former members of Christ Church to be present 
Sunday. 

The first services of Christ church were held in the Masonic temple on Cherry Street during 
Lent of 1901 by Father Robertson. After a few months the home of the late Judge Lewis Shepherd on 
McCallie Avenue was acquired and remodeled for services, being used for several years until the 
present brick church was erected. In 1930 the interior of Christ Church was remodeled after plans 
adapted from those drawn by Dr. Ralph Adams Cram, noted ecclesiastical architect, and is now 
considered one of the most beautiful examples of Gothic architecture in the south. 

Preceding Father Haylor, who has served as priest in charge of the parish since February 
1933, Christ Church has had four rectors, Father Robertson, the Rev. Thomas J. Haldeman, now 
rector of St. Mark's church, Denver, Colo; the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, D.D., the bishop-coadjutor 
of the Diocese of Tennessee, and the Rev. Reginald Mallett, now rector of Grace Church, White 
Plains, New York. 

Christ Church is one of the leading Anglo-Catholic parishes of the Episcopal church in 
America. Here the ancient ritual of the English church has been restored in practice and "the faith in 
its fullness once and for always delivered to the saints" is insisted upon as a criterion for church 
people. 

Services for the third week in Lent at Christ Church will be as follows: Masses daily at 8 
a.m., Monday and at 7 a.m. other days. Stations of the Cross, Monday, Friday and Saturday at 4 p.m.; 
Litany and special intercessions, Tuesday at 4 p.m.; Vespers of the Dead, Thursday at 4 p.m. and 
Stations of the Cross and sermon on one of the cardinal sins and benediction, Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Financial worries were not the only troubles with which the Church was beset. The Vestry 
minutes of June 10th mention that, "Mr. Dugger brought to our attention that the church is being 
damaged by termites;" and in another paragraph of the same minutes under the heading "New 
Business: Father Haylor reported that our sexton Charles Dumas, is negligent and insubordinate." 

Father Haylor had been holding his post of "Priest-in-Charge" on an annual basis.  In the 
minutes of the Vestry's meeting held in the Chapel July 8, 1934, there is evidence that this was not 
a satisfactory arrangement insofar as Father Haylor was concerned. Under the heading "New 
Business: Father Haylor requested that the Vestry take immediate action in electing him Rector, 
due to the fact that his ecclesiastical standing must be upheld; also that he has had several calls to 
other parishes which he has no desire to accept, but will be compelled to do so unless something 
can be done in regard to his position in Christ Church parish. The Vestry devoted quite a bit of time 
in the discussion of the matter and finally agreed that they would go as a whole and lay the case 
before the Reverend Father in God, James M. Maxon, Bishop Coadjutor of The Diocese of 
Tennessee." 
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It took the Vestry, Committee, or whoever was in charge, some little time to lay the matter 
before the Bishop, but finally a letter dated September 2, 1934 was dispatched It is quoted here: 

Several feelers have come to Fr. Haylor within the past months seeking to interest him in 
work elsewhere; all of which he has firmly put aside. He has advised with me each time and states 
firmly he wants to remain satisfied. Right now he has been strongly recommended by a Priest you 
know, for the Rectorship of a Parish in the East, and a call to go there is likely to reach him this 
week. 

As you know, our second year's agreement with Fr. Haylor will expire next February; and 
naturally for him to work along on only a twelve month's agreement, must leave him in a constant 
state of uncertainty about his future. We shall not elect a Rector for Christ Church until we can 
adequately pay one, and until you agree with us the time is ripe to do so. 

However, something more is rightfully due to Fr. Haylor other than these short term 
agreements. This seems so obvious to me, when I consider how I would feel under similar conditions 
myself Bishop Gray also asks him about these matters, and about the security of his position. 
Therefore to stabilize this situation and to give Fr. Haylor a quiet mind to do his work with assurance 
of a reasonable tenure of office, so that he can refuse other work without feeling he has jeopardized 
his future, we have rewritten our agreement upon the same form as our original agreement, which 
you approved at the time, except to extend the time of service to expire October 1st, 1937, subject of 
course, as the agreement states, to the proviso for termination if unsatisfactory conditions arise. The 
proposed agreement is enclosed herewith for your consideration and approval or disapproval 
according to your conclusion. Goodness knows, I do not want to even think of again soon having to 
go into another change, and the search for another priest. 

Now as to Fr. Haylor's administration. His congregations at early and late Mass are good 
and hold up and at times exceed the previous administration.  More confessions are made than at any 
time since Fr. Robertson's time. The young women's society is numerous and active, and by their 
endeavors are making money regularly for the Parish. Our general; Parish finances are about as usual.  
We are getting by.  The men of the Parish have been organized by Fr. Haylor into a club and it looks 
like he is going to get some work out of the younger men. He has a good lot of boys in training. I 
know of only three persons who acutely do not like our ceremonial, which is virtually as first used by 
Fr. Haylor from the outset, and he tells me that is to be his standard. These three objectors are of the 
"spinster" type and have always been objectors.  They are entirely negligible in any consideration of 
the Parish. You may have heard some criticism from them two years ago. Otherwise the Parish is 
satisfied so far as I know. Mr. Billingsley and I talked this matter over fully today and this letter is 
going to you in consequence. However Mr. Billingsley sees the following objections, upon which he 
desires your advice! 

First: -What is your opinion of a three year agreement, taking into consideration you[r] 
advice to the Vestry at the time they entered into the first year's agreement with Fr. Haylor. 

Second: -Has the Vestry the right, under the canons, to enter into any agreement that will 
extend beyond their term of office. 

Third: -Should the Vestry have an expression by a Parish Meeting before executing this 
agreement. 

Fourth: -He thinks the use of the work "unanimous" in line 3 of paragraph 2 is dangerous. 
Would you suggest replacing it by the word "majority." 

Will you please wire (preferably) me collect, or if you think best write me (air mail) by 
earliest mail, as FT. Haylor may have to decide on a prospective call in a few days. Please return the 
enclosure to me. 

I hope you are getting a good rest as I know the strain you are going into in October at 
Atlantic City. Please give my kindest regards to Mrs. Maxon. 
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It did not take the bishop long to render a decision. His answer was dated September 6th 
and is quoted here: 

Richards Landing, Ontario, Canada 
Sept. 6, 1934 
Mr. E. M. Ellsworth, Senior Warden, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
My dear Mr. Ellsworth: 

Your letter in re the contract with the Rev'd Walter: L. F. Haylor has been received. 

Precipitate: action is unnecessary at this time. I expect to be home the end of next week and 
can talk the matter over with Father Haylor and your Vestry. 

I see no objections whatever to the contract So far as I feel Father Haylor is entirely 
satisfactory to m~, and I am willing to continue his license to officiate. Of course, I would not 
consent to his election as Rector. That is not personal. It would apply to anyone, and is due to the 
economic situation. I think Father Haylor has gone remarkably well, all things considered, and your 
people are fortunate in having him. There will always be some who will be disaffected. That is found 
everywhere. One cannot help that. Christ Church ever since I have known it has had some disaffected 
people in it, often very good people indeed. 

I have had NO vacation. Day and night all this summer, since June 22nd, I have worked on 
this situation of the whole missionary program of the Church. It is threatened with destruction. I 
confidently believe that the end of this year will see upwards of 300 Priests discharged from the 
mission field, at home and abroad, and dumped into Dioceses without hope of any employment. We 
already have a considerable overplus of clergy now. The situation is pathetic. I have been in 
correspondence with every bishop and with one or two clergy and laymen in each deputation to 
General Convention, trying to work out something. It is our Lord's work. We MUST do our best. The 
responsibility I carry at this time is tremendous. I hope you all will have prayers for me and for my 
guidance these days.  

Faithfully yours, 
James M. Maxon Bishop Coadjutor 
Show this to Father Haylor please. 

Of course the result of the Bishop's letter was the signing of a one year contract with Father 
Haylor. In order to make the foregoing letters completely clear the contract is quoted: 

RESOLVED: That we the Vestry of Christ Church at the regular September meeting, hereby 
request the Reverend Walter L. F. Haylor of Christ Church Parish, Chattanooga, Tennessee; to 
remain the "Priest-in-Charge" of Christ Church Parish, Chattanooga, Tennessee. The Stipend for 
which shall be ONE HUNDRED ($100.00) DOLLARS per month (subject to revision should the 
Parish financial condition either necessitate to reduction or warrant an increase), and the Pension 
Premium thereon. 

This Contract secures an engagement of THREE (3) years from October 1st, 1934, to 
October 1st, 1937, with the right reserved to the Vestry, should it at any time by a unanimous vote 
decide the above engagement should be discontinued that such action be brought before Bishop 
Maxon for his determination as to the advisability of the termination of this engagement before any 
final action be taken by the Vestry. 

It is here again stated that the financial budget of the Parish for 1934 does not warrant the 
proper support to justify our electing and calling a Rector and further for the same reason the Parish 
is unable [to provide] the Priest lodging or anything beyond the above mentioned stipend, but our 
earnest hope is that he will accept this renewal of this engagement The terms of the previous contract 
shall remain in force until October 1st, 1934, at which time this contract shall replace it. 

 E. M. Ellsworth, Sr. Warden  
 Richard W. Dugger, Jr., Warden 
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Robt. C. Barkla J. T. Dugger 

W. F. Park O. L. Cowan 

Carson Barnes, Sec'y & Russell C. Merriam 

                        Witness 

                        Sept. 7th/34 

N. D. The above pen and ink changes were made prior to the signing of this contract. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Earlier in the year the following letter had been sent to Mr. E. G. Billingsley: 
Bethany Home School 
Glendale, Ohio 
August 27th, 1934 
Mr. E. G. Billingsley 
McCallie Avenue 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Dear Mr. Bill:- 

I have written several times to Mr. Ellsworth in regard to the balance of the money which 
the Vestry promised to pay me, but without any results. If you remember this suggestion came from 
the Vestry and I accepted it very much against my will. However, having accepted it, I governed 
myself on the supposition that the half of it which was not paid to me before I left would be 
forthcoming and borrowed money to let myself have the rest which the doctor's [sic] told me I had to 
have before I went to work again. I would certainly not have done this had I not been sure that the 
money would have come to me so that I could have repaid it long before this. 

To meet part of this debt I had to surrender my insurance policies for their then cash value, 
and I do not have anything else that I can turn into cash to meet the balance. 

In my last letter to Mr. Ellsworth I indicated that I was not disposed to hold out for the entire 
amount, but would be inclined to consider ran/any] offer which the vestry might feel inclined to make 
to get this matter closed. I do know that times have been terribly hard. 

I probably know this as well as anybody. Had this not been true I should not have been in 
the position of doing what goes very much against the grain with me, and that is to ask for money 
which was provided me. 

I would very much appreciate some suggestion on the part of the Vestry in regard to this 
matter. 

Please understand that I am not writing to you as an individual but as a representative of the 
Vestry. Should you not at present be a member of that body would you be so kind as to hand this 
letter on to someone who is, that it may be presented to them.  

Yours sincerely, 

+ A.G. Wilson, Priest 

Mr. Billingsley allowed no grass to grow under his feet, for at the meeting of the vestry 
Sunday, Sept. 2, 1934, this letter was mentioned in the minutes, and I quote: 

Old Business -- secretary read a letter From Fr. Wilson addressed to Mr. Billingsley in 
which Fr. Wilson is asking for money which he thinks is due him for salary. A motion was made and 
seconded that secretary with approval of Mr. Ellsworth prepare a letter to Fr. Wilson, stating once 
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and for all that Christ Church is not indebted to him and that we have no intentions of complying 
with his request. Same will go forward with the sanction and approval of our Bishop. 

I have not been able to locate the "sanction and approval," nor can I tell you whether Fr. 
Wilson had actually been paid or not. Just a trifle more than two years before, on Feb. 16, 1932, the 
vestry had acknowledged that they owed Father Wilson and they asked "Mr. E. M. Ellsworth. . . to 
write Father Wilson giving our condition and telling him we cannot see any way to pay our account 
with him." 

* * * * * * * * *  

However, Father Wilson's account was a very tiny "drop in the bucket" compared to other 
accounts. Under date of Oct. 2nd 1934, the following letter was dispatched: 

Thomas, Thomas & Folts  
Attorneys and Counselors at Law  
609-10-11-12 James Building  
Chattanooga, Tennessee 
W.G.M. Thomas  
1856-1931 
Lavens M. Thomas 
Aubrey F. Folts 
William G. Brown: 
 October 24, 1934 

 [To] Messrs. 

E. M. Ellsworth O. L. Cowan 

R. W. Dugger J. T. Dugger 

Carson Barns E. G. Billingsley 

R. C. Merriam G. L. Moumblo 

C. W. Hill W. F. Park 

Dear Sirs: 
Several months since our client, the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, referred to us 

for attention the matter of indebtedness owing under mortgage by your Christ Church. We have been 
patient, as has our client, but attention to the whole matter has been so lax as to be almost neglible 
[sic] The information that we get is that probably no one, other than your new treasurer, is giving the 
matter any attention or thought. 

Unless some action is had looking to the liquidation of the past due accounts, we shall 
recommend to our client the taking of some drastic step with the view of closing the matter out. We 
shall wait until Thursday next to hear from you before making our recommendations. 

Yours very truly, 

THOMAS, THOMAS & FOLTS 
By Lavens Thomas 

Just why the soothing syrup vendor of the vestry, Mr. Ellsworth, was not chosen to make a 
reply I cannot imagine, but it was Mr. Billingsley who wrote the following reply: 

October 4, 1934 

Thomas, Thomas & Folts 
609 James Building 
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Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Gentlemen:-  Attention: Mr. Lavens M. Thomas 

Replying to your favor under date of October 2nd, addressed to all members of the Christ 
Church Vestry, relative to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company's loan on mortgage of Christ 
Church, 

The writer realizes you have been patient and that the matter involved should have had 
attention some time ago, but it was absolutely impossible to attend to same due to the fact that 
Members of our congregation have all been hard pressed for funds, and our budget has been less than 
it was ever known to be, and it has been a bit struggle to keep the Church going. 

Quoting from your letter from October 2nd: 

"The information that we get is that probably no one, other than your Treasurer, is giving the 
matter any attention or thought." 

I take exception to this statement, and certainly think that you have been misinformed, for 
my personal knowledge the amount owing in interest has been the subject of many regular and 
special Vestry meetings for the past three or four months, and two very feasible plans for meeting 
this interest indebtedness has passed the Vestry's approval, and as I understand it are now operating. 
One has been the curtailment of our music and janitor service, from which we secure a substantial 
amount to be paid towards this indebtedness. Second, has been the circulation of pledge lists in the 
hands of Members of the Vestry and Congregation, which should secure a substantial monthly 
payment toward this indebtedness. I am not giving you this information authoritatively, but simply as 
a Member of the Vestry, of what I know has been transpiring, and if you care to take the matter up 
with Father Walter L. F. Haylor, Ralph H. Blomgren, Treasurer, or Carson Barnes, Secretary of the 
Vestry, I believe they will vouch that this statement is correct. 

Yours very truly, 
E. G. Billingsley 
Member of the Vestry of Christ Church 

Evidently the Vestry had not been able to raise much money even after this blast from 
Metropolitan Insurance Company, for in the minutes of the Annual Christ Church Parish Meeting 
of Jan. 14, 1935, the secretary's closing paragraph is: 

December 9th, Metropolitan Insurance Company gave final notice, effective Jan. 15th, that 
unless the Parish and pay a minimum of $75.00 per month on their indebtedness they would start 
foreclosure proceedings. 

Things were to get considerably worse, but at least the handful of people who were regular 
communicants at Christ Church were still struggling with the problems. Father Haylor was 
Chairman of the Mortgage and Sinking Fund. He was young, enthusiastic, hard working and had 
the courage of his convictions. His sermons drew more attention than any previous minister's had 
since Father Robertson's early years in Chattanooga. He was constantly called on to speak before 
various organizations and clubs, and both the morning and evening papers gave excellent coverage 
of his activities. I think it safe to say, that in the sixty years of Christ Church's history with which I 
am dealing, that no other Rector or Priest in charge had the extensive coverage of his sermons that 
Father Haylor had. His sermons were scholarly, often iconoclastic and startling. The progressive 
people of Chattanooga, always in a minority, were delighted. The conservatives were filled with 
chagrin and dark foreboding. 
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* * * * * * * * *  

President Roosevelt's recovery program was in full swing, and TV A was in the making. 
Private ownership of the public utilities were on the tip of every tongue and there was a sharp 
cleavage among the people of Chattanooga. 

Father Haylor was a champion of TV A. That alone made him unpopular with large 
segments of the populace of Chattanooga and very likely did not endear him to certain members of 
his parish. Unfortunately, the records of Christ Church parish for 1935 stop with the Vestry 
meeting of April 10, 1935. There is nothing else except the Treasurer's report and it was not good. 
As of December 31, 1935, there was a balance in the bank of $11.14. After that report there are no 
available records (that I can find and I've looked everywhere except in the Church cornerstone and 
the organ pipes), until January 1948. 

But, through newspapers and stray copies of the weekly "Reminder" of Christ Church I 
have managed to reconstruct most of the significant events. 

And speaking of newspapers leads me to produce a few clippings concerning Father Haylor. 
March 1, 1935 in The Chattanooga News (Chattanooga's evening paper) the following appeared in 
quarter inch headlines "OWNERSHIP OF UTILITIES BY FEW IMMORAL, FATHER HAYLOR 
SAYS." The News article continued: 

Private utility ownership of a necessity is immoral. 

That is the clear-cut opinion of the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, rector of Christ Church, comer 
of McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street. 

"1 am not speaking particularly of the TV A program now," declared the rector in an 
interview Thursday, "although that, of course, is involved. I'm speaking of all basic materials of life, 
water, gas, coal, and now of electricity. These things belong to the people, and no private company 
has the right to monopolize them." 

The Rev. Mr. Haylor made it clear he did not wish to be drawn into local political angles of 
the question. 

"As far as I'm concerned, there is nothing political about a thing like that. It is a plain 
question of ethics. Ownership by a few of something which belongs to all is basically immoral. " 

The rector, who recently criticized Episcopal priests for accepting larger salaries than he 
believed compatible with their mission, asserted Thursday his belief is finnly rooted in the soil of 
Christian doctrines. The Rev. Mr. Haylor points to no definite creed or passage of the Bible to 
support of his conviction, but says the broad conceptions of Christianity demand that he hold such a 
belief 

The rector characterized as "'silly" the editorial appearing in the Chattanooga Times 
February 22, which sought to show that benefits of the Tennessee River were not necessarily the 
property of the people. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

Chattanooga was not only in a row over public utilities, it was struggling with the problem 
of whether to have motion pictures on Sunday. On Thursday, April 11, 1935, The Chattanooga 
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News again gave Father Haylor quarter inch headlines, which read, "Haylor Favors Sunday Movies 
in Chattanooga." 

The reporter continued: 
Sunday movies are "a fine thing for people who do not have automobiles and can't afford to 

patronize the golf clubs, and should be allowed in Chattanooga," the Rev. Father Walter L. F. Haylor, 
rector of Christ Church, declared Thursday. ..... Father Haylor thinks people, including members of 
the Chattanooga Pastors' Association, who condemn Sunday movies and accept annual passes to 
baseball games and attend them on Sunday, are illogical in their stand. 

"There is no reason to oppose either. I go to both when I can and enjoy them," declared 
Father Haylor. 

"The closing of the movies on Sunday during church hours, as proposed by some is the most 
ridiculous idea that has been proposed. If the Christian Church can't survive without closing down 
counter attractions it might as well close its doors," he continued. 

"Some Christians," he continued, "have a misconception of the meaning of Sunday. It 
should not be confused with the Jewish Sabbath which is Saturday. Sunday is a feast day, a day of 
joy and of happiness and should be so observed. It is a day set down by the Catholic Church as a 
weekly commemoration of the resurrection of our Lord and this is the basis of my stand. No 
amusement allowed any other day should be denied on Sunday." 

Father Haylor took the position the misconception of the sectarian churches in confusing the 
Jewish Sabbath with the Christian Sunday grew out of "the militant anti-church attitude taken by 
such men as Calvin and Knox." 

The only objection, said Father Haylor, to Sunday movies was the possibility that motion 
picture employees would have to work seven days out of the week. He said, however, he had been 
informed by local operators that this will not be the case. Instead extra employment will be afforded 
as additional help will be employed if Sunday movies are allowed here. 

June 5, 1935, The News was still going strong on Father Haylor's sermons. Really, he was 
quite wonderful in his genuineness, and whether or not you agreed with him wholly or in part, you 
had to admire his forthrightness and courage. 

The June 10th article in The Chattanooga News did not make Father Haylor the least bit 
popular with fellow priests or the hierarchy of the Church, for according to the paper he said, and I 
quote the entire article, save for the quarter inch headlines and the three sub-headings. 

Lashing out at church "frills," high clerical salaries and opportunists who don the frock for 
social advancement, the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, outspoken priest in charge of Christ Episcopal 
Church, Sunday charged that the burden of expensive church administration bears heavily on 
struggling parishes. 

The priest advocated the abolition of "luxuries such as music and other frills," and urged a 
uniform salary for the clergy, which would automatically discourage "career men and public lecturers 
that infest our pulpits and keep out of seminaries dilettantes and seekers of social position."  "The 
result," declared the Rev. Mr. Haylor, "would be a really Catholic and consecrated priesthood and an 
Episcopate not afraid of its laity. Until then, be assured we will continue to have our pep meetings 
and the resulting deficit." 

"Death Day" Sounded 
Father Haylor sounded what he termed the "death day" of the clergy, and said "due to the 

selfishness of the higher clergy and their promoters, the influential laity, the financial program of the 
church had been a total failure, as emergency schedules and all other devices of pep meeting 
financing as usual have been ineffective. 
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"Struggling missions and poor parishes are practically forced to contribute to the support of 
the Episcopate and the general missions when they themselves could readily use the money for the 
building up of their own strength and insuring their future usefulness to the church," he continued. 
"The cart is before the horse. In the early days of the church, it was the bishops of the church who 
supported the weaker parishes and the missions. 

"The only permanent solution is that rededication in a Catholic spirit to the mission of the 
church. The large parishes must give all the money now spent on luxuries such as music and other 
frills to a better purpose, the support of a poor parish and its priest. There must be a uniform salary 
for the clergy of the church, if we are to operate effectively." 

And that was not all, for in The Chattanooga News, August 12, 1935, on the front page, 
center, with an excellent picture of Father Haylor, there was a lovely headline a quarter of an inch 
high and two columns wide which read: 

Haylor Declares "Miserable Relief Conditions"  
Forming American "Peasantry System" 

This young man was not "winning friends and influencing people," but he was certainly 
giving the "mossback" of Chattanooga and its environs something to mull over. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The "Sunday Movie" controversy had gained momentum and, on Wednesday morning, 
September 25, 1935, The Chattanooga Times carried a front page article announcing Sunday 
Movies Are Legalized By City Board. There were wonderful photographs showing the hot 
arguments that took place among the committee of the Chattanooga Pastors' Association. 

The Times account of The Chattanooga Pastors' Association fight against the movement was 
long and somewhere near its middle it got around to Father Haylor by saying: 

The Rev. Mr. Haylor said he had not intended to speak, but because so "aroused" that he 
could not resist expressing his views. 

"Put this on a moral basis," he asserted. "In the first place, the Sabbath is not Sunday. 
Sabbath is a Jewish holiday and Sunday is a Catholic holiday. A man is not committing a moral sin 
who attends a movie or a ball game on Sunday. There has been too much fighting of ghosts and straw 
men. If a man cannot afford golf or motoring, he has a right to enjoy himself at the movies on 
Sunday. 

"I resent very much the moral imputation cast upon men who choose to attend Sunday 
movies or baseball games. I also challenge this talk about communism. The attitude taken by the 
church, I believe, is one of the reasons why communism is able to forge ahead. The Christian church 
wastes so much time on these sorts of things --this is the reason there are so many irreligious people." 
The Rev. Mr. Haylor declared that it "grows very monotonous" to see "the pieces put in the paper 
week after week" by certain pastors. "Let man worship in his own way," he pleaded. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Probably the thing that started Father Haylor's death' bell in Chattanooga tolling was a 
sermon he preached November 17, 1935. An account of it was carried in The Chattanooga Times 
of November 18th, and I quote: 
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Prohibition and birth control, as advocated for others by self righteous people unwilling to 
practice what they preach, are two examples of the "pseudo-Christianity" that menaces true religion 
more than modem "reds" and "neo-pagans" can, Father W. L. F. Haylor, rector of Christ Church, said 
in his sermon yesterday morning. "These are two outstanding examples of pseudo Christian 
principles that are taken as guides by our nation," he said. Prohibition he denounced an "immoral law 
not binding upon Christian consciences. Numbers do not make right. The state is not competent even 
under democratic government to legislate morals." 

Club Women's Pet Subject 
"Birth control is the club women's pet subject. They resolute about it and deplore the large 

families of the poor, emphasizing their inability to support them. This type of woman who glibly 
advises others has usually never felt the pinch of economic necessity." 

In his sermon entitled "Society Plans Satan," Father Haylor denounced "Wickedness in high 
places" as the cause of symptoms like prohibition and birth control. He accused "spineless" church 
leaders and political leaders who "enlist the cant of semi-religious voices prating about God and 
country," of the guilt for a falsely religious society. 

To add fuel to his own Chattanooga funeral pyre, in The Chattanooga News of Saturday, 
October 12, 1935, Father Haylor quoted extensively from the sermons and writings of Bishop 
Gailor. The article said: 

Some gems from the writings and sermons of the late Bishop Gailor, as collected by Father 
W. L. F. Haylor of Christ Church: 

"Material wealth is valuable only as far as it may be produced, distributed and used for the 
salvation of the entire social body." 

"The world and all that is in it cannot be regarded as the soil of exploitation for the few." 
"Human rights must be above property rights." 

"In other words, according to the Christian ideal, the world and all that is in it cannot be 
regarded merely as property, out of which some few may seek and get their own advantage, but its 
health is granted by God as nothing more than an enlarged opportunity for service." 

Quoting from a letter from Bishop Gailor that I received about a year ago: "I am afraid that 
some fools in the General Convention are going to ask the Church to make a fool of itself in an 
extreme pacifistic commitment unworthy of our traditions." 

Opposed Prohibition 
In an environment entirely hostile Bishop Gailor steadfastly opposed legal prohibition from 

its very inception as being the will of an organized minority infringing on the rights of individuals - 
he predicted its failure and the rotten moral conditions that would come in its wake which is now a 
matter of history. 

From a Catholic standpoint prohibition is immoral. It forces what some regard as a moral 
attribute upon an unwilling populace. The attribute to be desired is temperance not abstinence - the 
sin of drunkenness is the sin of gluttony - liquor in itself is not evil, but too much does the harm. 

The spirit of prohibition arises from an old heresy "Manicheeism" which held that material 
things in themselves are evil which imputes to God evil as He is the Creator of all things. The 
prohibition idea deriving its motive force from an heresy is immoral. The immorality of prohibition 
presaged its failure. 

"It could not succeed because it was wrong," also from every other standpoint it was 
doomed. 

1. Not a proper function of constitutional government - had no right as a basic law of 
the nation.  
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2. Enthroned the wishes of military and organized minority which gained its way by 
trickery and dishonesty. The "McBride" and "Cannon" methods were despicable 
and worthy of the hostility of all liberty lovers. 

3. The moral chaos of today is greatly due to the demoralizing effects of national 
prohibition. 

Sunday movies had been bad enough, but now this - this actually endangered the livelihood 
of bootleggers, and that in due turn would affect the pocketbooks of the local politicians, which 
could not and would not be tolerated. 

A means to get rid of Father Haylor had to be found. Unwittingly, a few idle gossips in the 
parish furnished that means. I have mentioned before his great personal magnetism, and the fact 
that ladies were prone to pursue him. One of his parishioners who sought him out for counsel and 
advice after her divorce had been the target of idle, spiteful remarks. That was all it took to start a 
whisper campaign. Good friends of Father Haylor's who were in no way connected with Christ 
Church were good friends of mine. I was not a member of Christ Church at the time, but one of my 
close friends was. Through these mutual friends I often heard stories of what was happening. One 
of these friends, a non-communicant, pointed out the fact that Father Haylor's enemies would use 
this ill timed, idle chatter to get him out of Chattanooga and they did. 

The reactionary, Bible-thumping conservatives of the Chattanooga Pastors' Association, and 
the hard-core Roosevelt haters (particularly those in higher income brackets, who deplored TVA's 
wrecking America) managed to make enough of the gossip to hurry his resignation, which was 
inevitable anyway. Christ Church was in such financial condition that it really could not afford 
even the very modest stipend that Father Haylor was receiving. That will be made clear in the next 
few pages. So, even if there had not been a handful of long tongues, loose at both ends, wagging 
about an unfounded rumor Father Haylor would still have resigned. 

Whether he realized that his stand on economic conditions, and local politics, was creating a 
strong movement against him I have no way of knowing. I suspect that he did know, and couldn't 
have cared less. 

At any rate a clipping from The Chattanooga News of Feb. 8, 1936, shows that he had not 
let up in his sermons on economic conditions. The News item said: 

"The Christian Economic" will be the sermon subject of the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor, priest 
in charge of Christ Church, corner McCallie Ave. and Douglas Street, on Sunday morning at high 
mass. Quoting from Isaiah, "Woe unto the man that makes wicked laws." Father Haylor will deal 
with the relationship between natural and positive law, relating them to the modem economic and 
labor problem. 

On Friday afternoon, Feb. 21, 1936, when The Chattanooga News hit the streets Father 
Haylor's picture met your eye from the front page, and depending on which "camp" you were in, 
the reaction to the caption underneath was one of glee or sadness; it read: 

HAYLOR RESIGNS AS PRIEST AT CHRIST CHURCH 

The article went on to state: 
The Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor has resigned as priest in charge of Christ Church, corner 

McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street, effective Monday. It was announced Friday morning. For his 
last sermon at high mass Sunday morning at 11 o'clock Father Haylor will preach on "Living a 
Catholic Life." There will be benediction at the conclusion of the mass. . . . . . The blame for the 
irreligion of today should be laid on the shoulders of the church and its teachers rather than on the 
general public, which has naturally become disgusted with Hypocrisy and sham, he has said. . . . . . In 



 

95 

announcing plans for future services at Christ Church, the Rev. James M. Maxon, D. D., bishop of 
Tennessee, said Friday morning that temporary arrangements have been made for continuation of 
services with the Rev. Charles W. Sherrin, [sic, should be “Sheerin”] rector of St. Paul’s Church, as 
priest in charge.  The Rev. William S. Lea, member of St. Paul’s clergy staff, will conduct the 
services assisted by the Rev. James R. Sharp of Nashville, executive secretary of the diocese and 
canon to the ordinary, who will come to Chattanooga one Sunday each month to hold services at 
Christ Church.  Bishop Maxon desires ever member of Christ Church to be present at high mass 
Sunday morning when plans for the future of the church will be outlined. 

The following morning The Chattanooga Times carried announcement of Father Haylor’s 
resignation.  Since it contains additional information I am quoting a portion of it here. 

Due to serious financial complications, the Christ Episcopal Church has been forced to give 
up the services of a regular minister, the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, bishop of the Tennessee diocese, 
said yesterday in announcing the resignation of the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor as priest in charge of the 
Church. 

Father Haylor's resignation is effective next Monday. He resigned when it became apparent 
to the church officials that the congregation could not continue to pay the salary of a minister and 
meet other obligations which threaten the property of the church itself Bishop Maxon announced that 
he is endeavoring to locate Father Haylor in some other church. It was understood that negotiations 
have been started to locate the minister in a church in the New York diocese. 

MORTGAGE OUTSTANDING 
There is a $16,000 mortgage outstanding upon the church property. Interest on the mortgage 

has not been paid for two years, according to the bishop. A $2,000 debt service obligation has 
accumulated and the holder of the mortgage is threatening to foreclose. It was decided that the church 
would apply the salary which it has been paying to Father Haylor toward the retirement of the debt. 

The vestry did not make known its financial difficulties to the bishop until recently, he said, 
after the diocesan convention had already prepared its budget. Bishop Maxon explained that had he 
known of the financial condition of the church before the diocesan convention it would have been 
possible to work out a plan to meet the conditions. 

The financial condition of the church is a matter which was beyond the control of Father 
Haylor, Bishop Maxon declared. "That is a matter which is in control of the vestry and not Father 
Haylor, thus there can be no criticism of him," the bishop said. 

Temporary arrangements have been made for continuing the services under the direction of 
the Rev. Dr. Charles W. Sheerin, rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church. Also the Rev. James R. 
Sharp, of Nashville, executive secretary of the diocese and canon to the ordinary, will preach at the 
church once a month. The Revs. William S. Lea and Thomas R. Thrasher, members of St. Paul's 
clergy staff, will probably conduct the services, Bishop Maxon said. He explained, however, that they 
will be under the direction of Dr. Sheerin. The St. Paul staff and Canon Sharp will not be paid for 
their services. 

That same morning (Feb. 22, 1936) on the editorial page of The Times, there appeared 
under the heading "A Regretted Resignation" the following: 

The resignation of the Reverend Walter L. F. Haylor, as priest in charge of Christ Church, is 
to be deeply regretted, since it means he will be lost to Chattanooga. 

A young man of brilliant intellect, Father Haylor is a strong liberal in thought and an 
economist who believes in working out the present tangled state of economic affairs so that the 
masses of people may enjoy the potential abundance. 

He is a keen student on all of the progressive economic theories of the time and his social 
philosophy is grounded on that of St. Thomas Aquinas. Only recently Father Haylor loaned one of 
the members of our editorial staff a rare compilation of the philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas, not 
elsewhere available in this country. 
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Father Haylor in his sermons courageously pillories hypocrisy and sham and battles against 
them in his daily life.  A man of fine background and charming personality, his absence will be a loss 
to Chattanooga where, in a brief time, he had become one of our leaders in working for the 
permanent welfare of all the people. 

Whether by sheer accident or well meant intent, there were two quotations underneath the 
editorial that were apropos indeed. I quote them here: 

"For the word of the Lord is right; and all His works are done in truth." Psalm 3 3:4  

"Truth is so great perfection, that if God would render himself visible to men, He would 
choose light for His body and truth for His soul.''' Pythagoras 

On Feb. 24th, The Times carried still another article about Christ Church. After a brief 
mention of Father Haylor's last sermon the article continued: 

Following the final sermon at high mass yesterday, E. M. Ellsworth, senior warden of the 
church, read a report on the meeting of the vestry called last week by the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon 
bishop of the Tennessee diocese, to consider church matters. 

Half of Fund for Operation 
After it was revealed at the meeting that the valid subscriptions of the church for 1936 was 

only $1,995, Mr. Ellsworth said in his report, Father Haylor tendered his resignation because it was 
evident that the income was insufficient to meet the operating expenses of the church and pay the 
priest an adequate salary. The cost of operating the church, exclusive of salaries paid, the senior 
warden said, ranged between $900 and $1200 each year. 

The mortgage outstanding on the church property, the report said, is $16,000. Nor has the 
interest on the mortgage been paid for two and one-half years, the report further stated. When the 
holder of the mortgage threatened to foreclose, Bishop Maxon was notified. After the meeting with 
the Vestry he appointed Chancellor B. F. Finney, of the University of the South, at Sewanee, and the 
Rev. Eugene Hopper and J. Kennedy Craig, both of Knoxville, to see what arrangements could be 
made in retaining the property. Mr. Ellsworth said the committee would report to the bishop soon. 

Mr. Ellsworth said in his report that he believed a $1,000 or $1,200 payment on the 
mortgage each year, plus the interest, would be sufficient to allow the church to retain the property. 

Dr. Sheerin to Take Charge 
In the absence of a priest, church services will be continued temporarily, the warden said, 

under the direction of Dr. Charles W. Sheerin, rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church. He said he and 
J. T. Douglas had been appointed to a committee to act with Dr. Sheerin in working out a three 
months' trial program under the new plan. 

The Rev. William S. Lea, of the St. Paul's clergy staff, will be in charge of services at Christ 
Church three Sundays each month under the present arrangement. The Rev. James S. Sharp of 
Nashville, executive secretary of the diocese and canon to the ordinary, will preach at the church one 
Sunday each month. 

Mr. Ellsworth announced that high and low mass would be held at Christ Church as usual 
From now on, and that he thought a plan could be worked out whereby mass could be held twice 
daily. The Rev. Sheerin, Lea and Sharp, the warden announced, would hear confessions. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * 

Chattanooga's leading evening paper, The Chattanooga News, was eventually to be taken 
over by The Chattanooga News-Free Press. This paper originally was published and distributed 
free -- as an advertising medium -- once a week by the Free Press Printing Company and was called 
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The Chattanooga Free Press. In the issue of Thursday, Feb. 27, 1936, there was an editorial on 
Father Haylor's resignation. I quote from it to support the contention that Father Haylor's sermons, 
plus the economic conditions of the times, were the things that enabled his enemies (chiefly non-
communicants of Christ Church) to get rid of him. The editorial was headed "Socialism and Social 
justice", and in part said: 

It is not our intention to involve our Episcopalian mends into a controversy and we will not 
attempt to interview one of them in connection with the departure of the Rev. Haylor from Christ 
Church.  The end of the young priest's career here, however, has started a little personal discussion on 
which we want to peg an idea of universal significance. 

We were discussing the Haylor resignation with a young friend of ours who is of socialist 
tendencies and he was wondering if the priest's bitter denunciation of alleged hypocritical capitalists 
in the churches and his other utterances along the line of “social justice” did not have something to 
do with his retirement.  We called attention to Bishop Gailor’s declaration that ”the profit motive 
must go” some time before his death as proof that the Episcopal denomination does not have a closed 
mind against modern social trends but the young “liberal” insisted that Father Haylor’s caustic 
attacks where unpopular with his more or less well-to-do parishioners.   

It's a shame that ministers do not preach more often and more thoroughly on matters of 
social justice," said this young "liberal." "If the priesthood does not stand for fair treatment for the 
underdog, the working people, the unfortunate unemployed, is not the priesthood far removed from 
the principles enunciated by the Founder of the Christian religion?" 

The question that is asked by millions of young Americans today, and one that deserves 
serious consideration and a serious answer. We gave our opinion without reference to whether Father 
Haylor stepped over the border line, in other words, dealing with the problem in the abstract. 

The ministry would be faithless to its Divine mission if it did not cry out against social 
injustice and oppression, but we do not believe the ministry should forget that Christ said, "Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's." 

In other words, the minister, in our opinion, is out of his cloth and becomes just a citizen 
when he launches out into advocacy of political causes and systems. He has a perfect right to do so as 
a citizen, but he is not justified in taking political projects and controversies into his pulpit. Coughlin 
should drop his "Father," and "Share- the-wealth Smith" cease to use his "Reverend." 

Services at Christ Church continued, but apparently were not very well attended, for in The 
Chattanooga Times, Nov. 10, 1936, on page 3, column 2, the following story appeared: 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH MAY CLOSE DOORS 
Christ Church May Be Sold After January - - - Bishop Maxon Recommends Abandonment 

for Lack of Support. 

Because of lack of interest of the majority of its congregation, Christ Episcopal Church, 
without a regular rector since the resignation of the Rev. Walter L. F. Haylor early this year, probably 
will be closed soon and the property sold, it was learned yesterday. 

Bishop James M. Maxon, head of the Tennessee diocese of the church, has recommended 
that the question of abandoning the church and selling the property, valued at about $150,000, be 
passed upon at the next session of the diocese in Memphis, January 22. His recommendation was 
included in a letter to the congregation of St. Paul's church Sunday by Dr. Charles W. Sheerin, rector 
there and dean of all Episcopal churches in Hamilton County. 

"Nothing can be done toward closing the church until after the diocese convention in 
January and at that time it may be decided to keep it open," Dr. Sheerin said yesterday when asked 
about plans for the church. "Meanwhile we will continue to have one service a week at 7:30 o'clock 
Sunday morning, with the Rev. William S. Lea in charge." The Rev. Mr. Lea is assistant to Dr. 
Sheerin. 
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Bishop Maxon's message to the St. Paul's congregation recalled that the diocesan convention 
of last January had considered the difficulties of Christ Church and that at that time the bishop had 
named a committee to investigate conditions. The committee, composed of Dr. B. F. Finney, The 
Rev. E. N. Hopper and Kennedy Craig, filed its report with the bishop last week and it was from this 
report that Bishop Maxon decided to recommend that the church be abandoned. 

The committee's report stated, in part, "The vestry which assured us in February that it 
would be grateful for the assistance promised and agreed to give devoted attention to the work of the 
parish has apparently rendered no service, not even attending several vestry meetings. 

"There is a small group of loyal, devoted members to whom the closing of the church will 
be a real sorrow, but the majority of the congregation do not seem to care whether it is closed or not." 

Bishop Maxon said in his letter to the congregation that he had notified Dr. Sheerin of his 
grateful appreciation for the services they have rendered and that he would release them of 
responsibility for the maintenance of the services at Christ Church when the convention meets. 

What went on between that announcement and the next story we probably will never know. 
I have heard some good stories from some of the older parishioners, but I gave my word of honor 
not to repeat them here. There is no written evidence that can be found to support them and it is just 
as well to let "sleeping dogs lie." 

In The Chattanooga Times of Nov. 30, 1936, page 3, column 1, a hopeful note was sounded 
in the following announcement: 

PARISH ADOPTS PLANS TO SAVE CHRIST CHURCH 
Members Map Campaign to Raise Enough Cash for Operation. . . Will Ask Bishop's Aid. . . 

Pledge Fight to Keep Up Parish If Opposed by Church Council. 

Plans to place Christ Episcopal Church on a sound financial basis and allow the parish to 
employ a full time priest were formulated at a meeting of the parish members at the Church yesterday 
morning. 

One of the immediate steps in solving the financial difficulties, the members decided, will 
be a campaign to raise a few thousand dollars with which to place the church on a firm financial basis 
for the present, before asking Bishop James M. Maxon, of the Tennessee diocese, for further help. 

"We are going to ask for the bishop's help," J. W. Johnson, secretary of the Vestry, 
declared," and, failing that, we are going to the (diocesan) convention floor and fight for this church. 

"We don't intend to give up. We may lose the building, but Christ Church won't die.”  

Heavy Financial Burden 
The diocesan convention will be held in Memphis in mid-January. 

For several months the church has been operating under heavy financial strain. As an 
economy measure the priest, Father Walter L F. Haylor, was released by the parish last spring. 

The majority of those attending the meeting yesterday said they believed the needed funds 
could be raised if all parish members would contribute moderately. 

A mortgage on the Church property is now held by the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company. The semi-annual interest payment, due in September, was paid, however Aubrey F. Folts, 
of Thomas, Thomas & Folts, the insurance company's representatives here, said last night. 

"The financial condition of the church, so far as the principal on the mortgage is concerned, 
is good now," Folts said. "We have extended the church every consideration and shall continue to do 
so in the future." 

The company has agreed, Mr. Folts said, to postpone payment on the principal of the 
mortgage, which he said was approximately $16,000, until 1939. 

He said the property is now valued at about twice that amount. 
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Ralph Blomgren, chairman of a committee which will conduct the financial campaign, said 
the church will need a budget of about $2,778 next year if a priest is employed. 

F. Ward Riley[sic], who has been a member of the church thirty-five years, said the parish 
was undertaking a heavy responsibility in making plans for continuing to operate, but he would be in 
favor of it. 

A plan for bringing new members and children into the church must be devised in the future, 
Johnson told the parish members. 

"If this church is to grow we have got to have new blood in it," he declared. 

Out of the bounty of St. Paul's Parish. and various other sources Christ Church struggled 
through its darkest period and finally on May 29, 1937, there was announcement in The 
Chattanooga Times that at last the parish was again to have a priest-in-charge.  This was the Rev. 
Harris J. Mowry, and he was to assume his duties as vicar of the parish on August 1st.   

* * * * * * * * * * 

Once installed, Father Mowry proved himself an able and willing man. He had great 
patience, personal charm, and a wonderful sense of humor. It was during his tenure that I was 
confirmed. His wife and two small daughters were always in attendance at church and it was really 
a treat to see this fine young family so dedicated to the church. However, even before I left for 
military service in February of 1942, the malcontents of the church were muttering. But I'm getting 
ahead of my story. Even with this element in the church (and when is it ever out?) they must have 
kept very quiet at first, for things seem to have been moved forward very slowly, but definitely 
forward, for the doors stayed open and from a broken file of old Christ Church "Reminders" one 
can learn quite a bit about what transpired. "The Reminder" for, March 9th, 1938, showed three 
services for that Sunday - 7:30 a.m., Low Mass, 9:45 a.m., Church School and 11 :00 a.m. High 
Mass, and Sermon. There follows a calendar for the week which is quoted here: 

January 
Monday/10 - of the Octave (Epiphany) 
 8:00 a.m. Low Mass 
 6:00 p.m. PARISH DINNER AND ANNUAL MEETING ROSS HOTEL  
Tuesday, January I I - of the Octave 
 7:00 a.m. Low Mass 
Wednesday, January 12 - of the: Octave 
 7:00 a.m. Low Mass 
 7:30 p.m. Benediction and Instruction 
Thursday, January 13 - Octave of Epiphany 
 8:00 a.m. Low Mass 
Friday, January 14 - St. Hilary 
 7:00 a.m. Low Mass 
Saturday, January 15 - St. Paul, First Hermit 
 9:00 a.m. Low Mass 
 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Confessions 

The Greek Orthodox people of Chattanooga were still using Christ Church, for in the 
"Reminder," Oct. 30, 1938, there is an announcement saying: 
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The priest-in-charge is happy to announce that the members of the Greek Orthodox Church 
are having a Church School class each Sunday morning at 9:45 in the Priest's sacristy. Splendid 
interest has been shown already, and we are happy to welcome our friends and are glad they are using 
our church for this class. It is especially fine to note that many of them are staying for High Mass as 
well. 

On the 11th of December, 1938, the Rev. Thorne Sparkman delivered the sermon at the 
High Mass in Christ Church. Dr. Sparkman was the new rector of St. Paul's and he was to take 
more than a casual interest in helping Christ Church make a "come-back." 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

On the first Sunday after Easter, 1939, (April 16th) Mr. Billingsley died. The "The 
Reminder" for that Sunday said: 

EDWIN GARTH BILLINGSLEY 
Christ Church has suffered a real loss in the death of Edwin Garth Billingsley on April 1, 

1939. During his long and devoted service, Mr. Billingsley has held most of the important lay offices 
in the parish, and has served with ability and devotion in all of them. At the time of his death, he was 
a member of the Vestry, and the chairman of its Finance Committee. He will be sorely missed by all 
of us who knew and loved him. Bishop Maxon has informed the vicar of his distress at the news of 
Mr. Billingsley's passing, and that he has written a memorial which will appear in the next number of 
FORWARD IN TENNESSEE. Our deepest sympathies are with Mrs. Billingsley in her sorrow. We 
are all comforted to know that God will find great use for so faithful a servant as Edwin Garth 
Billingsley in that life which is Beyond the Veil May he rest in peace, and may Light Perpetual shine 
upon him. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

Much greater interest and enthusiasm was taking place in the life of the parish. In the 
"Reminder" for Sunday, June 4, 1939, there was this encouraging announcement: 

Our parish supper last Tuesday night was a great success. Nearly one hundred people were 
served and the Auxiliary realized over $25 profit. I am sure we all enjoyed the opportunity of getting 
together. We are all very grateful to the Rector and Auxiliary of St. Paul's Church, for allowing us the 
use of their fine parish house. They have invited us to do so again, and we shall surely accept the 
invitation with pleasure 

The Easter offering reached a much desired goal when another envelope was received last 
Sunday, making the total offering $100.95. 

It was a troubled world indeed by 1940. And while Christ Church was making progress it 
was an uphill fight. "The Reminder" of September 8th, 1940, noted that there would be a 
resumption of daily Masses on October 1st, but asked that at least two people sign up, promising to 
attend the Mass on a given day so that there would be at least two people present for each Mass. 

Then on September 15th there was a notice that the schedule was posted, but that "not many 
people have signed it as yet." 

"The Reminder" of Sunday, Nov. 3, 1940 carried the following announcement: 
ELMER MORRIS ELLSWORTH 
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In the death of Mr. Ellsworth, who passed away last Monday, the Parish has lost one who 
has been faithful as a communicant and vestryman for more than twenty-five years. When other 
members of the parish passed into the Life Beyond, Mr. Ellsworth was always the one who wrote the 
beautiful memorials for the Church Records. 

Three years ago, our Senior Warden wrote a letter to the parish in behalf of the Annual 
Canvass. In this letter he paid Mr. Ellsworth a tribute which is the finest that could be spoken of any 
man. The Vicar feels that it should be repeated here, and so quotes from Mr. West's letter. "Less than 
eleven months ago we had a parish meeting at Christ Church. You recall what a sad picture it was - - 
the Church was cold - - dirty - - no Rector - - no janitor. The only thing we had plenty of was debt, 
and the only bright spot in the Church was the faith on the face of Mr. E. M. Ellsworth as he pleaded 
with us to carry on. A year has passed, and the faith that he inspired in us has brought about a 
different picture. 

That statement speaks for itself and for Mr. Ellsworth. May he rest in peace, and may Light 
Perpetual shine upon him. 

Mr. Ellsworth had served the Church over a long period. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

The Chattanooga Evening News of the same date carried this brief editorial: 
A LOSS TO THE CITY 

The resignation of the Rev. Harris J. Mowry, Jr., as vicar of Christ Episcopal Church means 
a loss to the spiritual forces of Chattanooga. Father Mowry has accepted a call to become rector of 
Christ Church, of Springfield, O. 

Meantime, some of the younger people of the parish assisted by a few of the "old guard" 
were struggling with the drab appearance of the vicar's study and second floor recreation room. 
"The Reminder" of January 5, 1941 carried a little story concerning this work. 

REJUVENATION OF THE UPPER STORIES 
Through the work and generosity of some members and mends of the parish, the vicar's 

study in the tower, and the recreation room on the 2nd floor, have been completely redecorated.. This 
work has so wonderfully overcome our "upstairs ugliness" that the vicar wishes to make due 
acknowledgments to all who have had a part in the work. The vicar's study was redecorated with 
funds given by many in a special offering last summer. The work was done by Capt. Park, Fred and 
Grant Park, Mr. Hubert Black, Mr. Grady Long, Mr. Jessie Smith, and Mr. Tom Stephens. The vicar 
slapped green paint on the wood work (and alas, some on the adjacent cream walls) himself. Mr. 
Ellsworth Brown did necessary plastering before the painting in the study. Our janitor Simon, did a 
great deal in connection with most aspects of the work. 

The re-plastering of many ugly places in the recreation room was done by Mr. Jessie Smith, 
assisted by Mr. Chalmers Bryan, also did the painting in that room. The paint was given by Mr. Long 
as a Thanksgiving Offering. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Blomgren assisted by Fred and Grant Park, and by 
our first assistant janitor, Frank, did a grand and thorough job of cleaning floors, woodwork and 
furniture, after the plastering and painting was completed. To all these - and any others whom I may 
have neglected, by mistake, to mention, hearty and sincere thanks. 
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* * * * * * * * *  

"The Reminder" of Sunday, Feb. 23, 1941 carried an announcement which is of particular 
interest due to the fact that it establishes continuity for the services under the direction of Father 
Bullock. He had a voice that shattered like a champagne glass thrown on a concrete floor, but he 
also had the energy of a mad rhinoceros, the disposition of a sweet-tempered child, and the true 
love of God in his heart.  I doubt if Christ Church has ever paid sufficient tribute to this fine man, 
and I also doubt that very many of its parishioners realize that without him the church might still 
have failed.  The announcement said:  

Today is the 40th anniversary of the establishment of Christ Church parish. Feb. 17, 1901 
the first service was celebrated in the Masonic Temple. 

Let us honor the vision of the Charter Members of the Parish and all subsequent 
communicants. This Parish has been ministered to by Fathers: Robertson, Luke, Halderman, Wilson, 
Bishop Maxon, Wood, Mallett, Haylor, Sharp, Lee, Mowry and now the present staff, the Rev. 
Thorne Sparkman, Priest-in-charge, and Fr. Bullock, Locum Tenens. 

May I ask you to remember them ill your prayers. 

Christ Church claims as its gifts to the priesthood the Rev's Henry Salmond, Jerome Harris, 
A Constantine Adamz, Quintard Kephart, Harley B. Bullock and James Savoy. 

In "The Reminder" of Feb. 2, 1941, there was a notice to the effect that: 
The Vicar is happy that Fr. Bullock has consented to serve as Locum Tenens. It means that 

regular services will continue. But it means more than that - namely, that the Parish will have the 
ministrations of a faithful Priest and a splendid Pastor, who is already known in the Parish. The Vicar 
is grateful for his friendship and his assistance in past years. 

Of Father Mowry, “'The Reminder” of Feb. 9, 1941, had this to say: 
The whole parish of Christ Church deeply appreciate the earnest ministry of Fr. Mowry 

during the past four years. He has given us a high example of zeal and spiritual devotion. The parish 
would be carried onward to loftier heights if we could emulate him.  Let us remember what Dr. Hart 
told his parish on leaving Chattanooga, "The only evidence you can give that my ministry has been a 
success will be your continued loyal support of the parish and its pastor, for the life of a Church is in 
the spirit of Christ and not the rector." 

Christ Church wishes Fr. Mowry God's blessing with him in his new field. Our prayers will 
ever be with him for he always will be a part of this parish even as Fr. Robertson. 

By March 30, 1941, there was an ominous note sounding, as the following quote will show, 
Last Easter Day there were some 65 who cared enough about the supreme Sacrifice of the 

Cross to make their EASTER COMMUNION on Easter Day, that is less than 50% of the 
Communicant List. 

We wonder why the PARISH is in financial difficulties, when such a small number are 
really seeking to carry out the will of the LORD.   

This PARISH must began to view the CHURCH MORTGAGE seriously for the burden will 
no longer be met by the Diocese and there is serious talk of the SALE of this CHURCH.  
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* * * * * * * * *  

World War n was in progress. By Oct. 26, 1941 at least four communicants of the Church 
had either come on active duty or had received their call. More were soon to go, for Pearl Harbor, 
“The Day of Infamy,” was near. 

On Feb. 20, 1942, 1 was inducted into the Army at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. A little less 
than a month later, March 2, 1942, The Chattanooga Times carried the following announcement: 

The Rev. George Andrew Fox, formerly priest in charge of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 
Franklin, Tenn., and of Grace Church in Spring Hill, Tenn., assumed his new duties as vicar at Christ 
Episcopal Church here. 

Father Fox announced at first service that his tentative schedule of daily services will be low 
masses Tuesday and Thursday at 7 a.m. and that he will hold a Lenten service Thursday evening at 
7:30 o'clock. 

The new vicar has been active in the young people's work of the diocese, having been an 
instructor at the young people's summer camp for Young People's Service League conducted at Camp 
Gailor-Maxon from 1938-1940. 

While serving his former parish he was a director of the Kiwanis Club of Franklin.  He will 
live at St. Paul's Parish House, 305 West Seventh Street. 

He will also conduct Sunday services at the colored mission of St. Mary the Virgin. 

Christ Church was indeed in luck. Father Fox was a power house of energy.  He was also 
absolutely fearless, and seemed to know exactly how to handle “the disaffected people" of Christ 
Church. From what people have told me of his early ministry, he put them in their place in "nothing 
flat," let everybody know just who was boss, and really put "the show on the road." Other than 
Father Robertson. he was to maintain the longest tenure at Christ Church to date. 

By February of 1943, a great many of the men from Christ Church Parish were in military 
service. "The Reminder" of February 28th of that year announced that: 

At the close of the late Mass on Sunday morning, there will be presented and blessed a 
Service and a National Flag. This is made possible by a group of ex-servicemen in the parish who 
want to take this means of showing the Church's concern for her members called to the colors. 

As you may know prayers are regularly offered for those absent from us and we are all 
deeply grateful to Mr. Moumblo and those working with him for this further opportunity of 
expressing the Church's care for the men and women. 

In this connection, the mass on Tuesday morning will be a Voice of the Holy Angels offered 
especially for the protection of those remembered by a star on the service flag.  It is an ancient 
custom for the church to ask God to send His angels to guard His children, especially when they may 
be in danger. For such an occasion we use the Proper for the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels. 
Read it on page 251-253 in the Prayer Book, and see how appropriate it is.  

An "Honor Roll" had been placed in the Narthex of the Church to carry the names of those 
who contributed regularly to the building fund which had been established early in Father Fox’s 
ministry.  This fund was to go toward lifting the Church debt, Father Fox was constantly after 
every communicant to make every effort to free the Church from debt. 

In "The Reminder" of August 1, 1943, there is an interesting message from him about 
giving. I quote: 
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One of the most impressive of our Lord's instructions was concerning the widow whom He 
saw putting her two mites into the treasury of the Temple. He called attention to the fact that the 
amount she gave, small as it was, was really larger than the great gifts of the wealthy. She came 
nearer giving all that she had than they did. When they had made their large gifts they had plenty left 
to keep them in comfort while her gift probably cost her some privation. 

There are far too many people who assume that because they haven't much time [or] large 
sums of money to give to the Church that the little of both they can spare is not worth the effort to 
give it. They therefore withhold the little they have to offer and the Church and the cause of the Lord 
suffer accordingly. The early Church was made up of simple people who had very little of what the 
world counts as valuable, yet they turned the world upside down, because the little they had they 
willingly offered and the Divine Power that received the offering multiplied it to meet many and 
pressing needs. If our parish and our Church is to do the task before it in these difficult days, each 
one of us must make his offering of himself in utmost sincerity. The words said in every Mass about 
presenting ourselves, our souls and bodies must cease to be a form of words and become a very 
reality in our lives. 

Nothing we have to offer of time, or money, or influence is too small or inconsequential and 
everything we offer brings the goal of our endeavor closer. Every person is needed and the failure of 
any single one has consequences that reach to the furthest shores of Eternity. 

Before the month was out another announcement appeared regarding the building fund. It 
said: 

Everyone has heard by this time of the gift that has been made to the parish by an 
anonymous benefactor. The mortgage cannot be lifted until it falls due next March. Meanwhile the 
Building Fund must be kept up to its full strength. Let all pledges be paid on time.  The thought of 
seeing our Church dedicated in the near future ought to spur us on to renewed action.   

A very helpful note was sounded in "The Reminder" of October 10th, 1943. It is quoted 
here: 

All things come to him who waits, if he waits long enough and works and prays while he 
waits. Some of our people have "seen visions and dreamed dreams" for the future of our parish and 
have labored with might and main to bring them to pass. Gradually the things for which we have 
hoped are coming to pass. Many repairs have been made in the Church building. The Church is clean 
and orderly. A wholesome spirit is in the heart of all our people. The dragging weight of the 
mortgage is soon to be lifted. For all these things, every Mass is a solemn Thanksgiving and a 
renewed pledge of more zeal to the task. 

Last week two more dreams were brought to pass. For long we have needed kneeling pads 
for the Chapel. One night last week some unknown donor left a package at the Church containing the 
first of these pads beautifully made and in the shade of Our Lady's Blue to match the color of the 
Chapel. We hope that this copy of the Reminder may fall into the hands of our benefactor, that that 
person may know how deeply we appreciate this gift which makes the goal nearer. 

The other thing is that last week a telephone was installed in the Church. Our number is 7-
3289. 

And so we move on our way. In due season we shall reap if we faint not. 

The work of the Parish was pushing forward under Father Fox's capable direction. By 1944 
things were really rolling! To show how well organized matters were I am quoting page 2 of "The 
Reminder" for March 5, 1944. 

At the Vestry meeting on Feb. 29th the following committees were set up. We print them in 
the Reminder so that the congregation may know how the Vestry is organized to carry on its business 
and who should be consulted about various things. This year we are supplementing some of the 
committees with some of our women, who will thus help to coordinate the work of the parish and the 
Auxiliary. 
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Executive Committee: Messrs. L. B. West, Elsworth Brown 

 R. C. Merriam, R. M. Hutchins 

Finance and Budget: Messrs. W. R. Lewis, R. M. Hutchins, R. H. Blomgren Property: 
Messrs. Elsworth Brown, W. F. Park, L. G. Kirk, Mrs. E. K. Magrath, Mrs. G. L. Moumblo 

Religious Education: Messrs. J. Walter Johnson, R. C. Merriam, 

Elsworth Brown and Miss Alma Connelly. 

Music: Messrs. R. C. Merriam, W. R. Lewis, R. H. Blomgren and 

Miss Irma McMillan 

Gifts and Memorials: Messrs. L. B. West, W. R. Lewis and R. M. 

Hutchins 

Ushers: Messrs. R. H. Blomgren, R. M. Hutchins and R. C. Merriam 

In addition to these regular committees we have two temporary ones appointed for special 
purposes. At the Parish Meeting it was voted to appoint a committee to investigate the matter of the 
incorporation of the Parish and to determine the state of the Charter. That Committee is composed of: 
Messrs. R H. Blomgren, J. Walter Johnson, R M. Hutchins and Eugene Merriam. 

The other special committee is appointed to handle the matter of the consecration of the 
Church and to lay plans for that event. Mr. W. R. Lewis is the Chairman, and will be assisted by Mr. 
R M. Hutchins, Mr. R. C. Merriam, Mrs. E. K. Magrath and Mrs. E. D. Johnston. The Priest-in-
charge, the Vicar and the Senior Warden will work ex officio with this committee. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The April 23rd "Reminder" carried the announcement that people had been waiting for. It 
was this: 

The Bishop has set Sunday the 7th day of May as the time for the Consecration of Christ 
Church. For more than forty years the faithful ones who have loved and worked for this parish have 
longed for the day when the building would be free of all incumbrance, and could be formally set 
apart From all common and unhallowed uses, to the glory of God. Many of those good folk have 
passed on through the years and can only see the consummation of their dreams From afar. It is our 
high privilege to enter into their labors and to see the fulfillment of their hopes. 

The most important thing about the fulfillment of any dream is that it clears the way for the 
accomplishment of larger and greater tasks. Let no one suppose that now that the Church is ready for 
consecration there is nothing to do but twiddle our thumbs. Rather let us recognize that we have only 
now begun to work. We expect every member of the parish to take this as a time for rededication and 
renewed determination to do his full part in making the parish what we all want it to be, but what it 
can. never be without hard and consistent work. Especially is to be emphasized consistent work. 
There is sometimes a tendency to work with great zeal for a while and then to let down; to attend 
Church every Sunday for a while and then to stop suddenly; to go to Church during Lent, but to fail 
to appear on Low Sunday. The real accomplishment of a group or an individual is perhaps made 
when the going is most difficult and doing requires the greatest. effort. So the day of consecration 
will be a high day for us, but it can only have its true significance in the long slow hard days ahead, 
when the knee is bent in regular prayer before God's Altar, and when the arm and heart are consumed 
in labor for the bringing in of His Kingdom. 

Next week we will be able to give detail of the service. Meanwhile let us all prepare. 

The following Sunday, April 30, 1944, "The Reminder" announced: 



 

106 

The time for the consecration of the Church has been set for four o'clock, Sunday afternoon. 
Invitations are going out to the other Episcopal parishes of the city, and to the Greek Orthodox 
congregation. We hope everyone will feel himself obliged to pass the word around far and near to all 
who may be interested, and especially to mends of Fr. Robertson. The women of the Auxiliary are 
planning an informal reception in the Recreation room immediately after the service. All told the 
plans are shaping up in an excellent manner, and we are looking forward to a great day. 

As announced Sunday the offering on that occasion will be the nucleus fund for the parish to 
insure its future as far as we can. Of course the beginning will necessarily be small, but by patiently 
adding to it across the years we can build up a fund that will be sort of a back-log and help to insure 
the perpetuity of the memorial we are making to the memory of Fr. Robertson. 

And at long last, came the day, May 7, 1944, the Fourth Sunday after Easter, "The Christ 
Church Reminder" was able to publish: 

ORDER FOR THE CONSECRATION AND SOLEMN EVENSONG 
(The Vestry will meet the Bishop and Clergy at the door; as they advance toward the 

chancel, the congregation will stand and the Bishop and the assembly will read the 24th Psalm 
alternately.) 

The Service of Consecration - Prayer Book, page 559 or 563. (page numbers are not 
standard in the back of the Prayer Book.) 

Conducted by the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, D.D. 

The Offertory, sung by Ethel Taylor Maxwell 

Solemn Evensong - - - - - - - Beginning Prayer Book, page 25 
Psalm No. 87 - - - - - - - - - - Prayer Book, page 448 
The First Lesson- - - -- - - - - Gen. 28:10-17 
The Magnificat - - - - - - - -- Prayer Book, page 26 
The Second Lesson - - - - - - - Heb. 10:19-25 
The Nunc Dimitis - - - - - - - - Prayer Book, page 28 
The Creed and Prayers - - - - - Prayer Book, page 29-31 
Hymn, "Rise, crown'd with light" - - - - - - - -No. 466 
The Sermon by the Rev. Thorne Sparkman, D.D. 
Closing Prayers and Blessing 
Hymn - "Christ is made the sure foundation" - - No. 457 

The local Press gave excellent coverage; announcements of the coming event appeared in 
both The Chattanooga Times and The Chattanooga News-Free Press at least twice prior to the 
eventful day.  The account in the News-Free Press of Wednesday May 3, 1944, carried a 
particularly interesting picture of the old Lewis Shepherd home as it appeared after being 
remodeled for Christ Church services. There was another picture of the present altar, and a very 
succinct account of the early years of the Church. It said: 

. . .The Rev. William C. Robertson was called as first rector. First services were held 
Sunday, Feb. 17, 1901, in the Masonic Temple at Cherry and East Seventh streets. Services were held 
there until the residence of Judge Lewis Shepard [sic] at McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street was 
acquired and remodeled for use as a church. The present brick edifice was started in 1903. In 1929 
the interior was remodeled after plans by Dr. Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and New York, 
outstanding ecclesiastical architect, and is one of the most beautiful Gothic interiors in the South. 

The Times had been even earlier with their announcement which appeared Sunday, April 
30th.  They carried a splendid photograph of the interior of the Church, as well as photographs of 
Fathers Fox and Robertson.  Sue Mills Loop did the reporting. Mrs. Loop said: 
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Christ Church, of which the Rev. George A. Fox is vicar, will be consecrated Sunday, May 
7, with the Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon, bishop of Tennessee, conduct[ing] the service.  Arrangements 
are in charge of the vicar and the Rev. Thorne Sparkman, rector of St. Paul's Church.  Church canons 
do not permit a consecration until the church is free from debt. Through the parish building fund and 
a substantial gift from an anonymous donor all debts have been liquidated. The church will be 
dedicated "to the glory of God and the memory of William Clendenin Robertson, Priest", and a tablet 
will be placed in the church bearing such inscription. 

The Rev. William C. Robertson was the first vicar of the parish. Coming here in February, 
190 I, he immediately became active in various lines of endeavor. He founded the Mission of St. 
Mary for Negroes, held the first mission service in Rossville and established the mission in St. Elmo, 
which later became Thankful Memorial Church. He did missionary work at Grace Episcopal Church, 
now located in Brainerd, but at that time was located in South Chattanooga. 

Father Robertson organized the Sisters of the Tabernacle, one of the earliest contemplative 
orders in the Episcopal Church. The organization later merged with the Sisters of the Transfiguration. 
He served on the inter-racial committee in Chattanooga and elsewhere and he helped in the 
establishment of a venereal disease clinic for women and a hospital for narcotic addicts. 

The present vestry members of Christ Church are Larry B. West, senior warden; Elsworth 
Browne,[sic] junior warden; Russell C. Merriam, secretary; M. Hutchins, treasurer; Ralph M. 
Blomgren, assistant treasurer; W. Fred Park, William R. Lewis, J. Walter Johnson and L.G. Kirk. 

In proportion to its membership this church has had an unusually large number of its 
members enter the priest-hood. Among these are the Revs. Jerome Harris, associate rector of St. 
Ignatius, New York, A. C. Adams, Otey Memorial Church, Sewanee; the late Quinter [Quintard] 
Kephart, LaSalle ill.; Harley Bullock and John Marvin Luke, the last two having served in World 
War I. 

Christ Church was organized mainly by communicants of St. Paul's who desired a parish on 
the east side of the city, St. Paul's being situated on West Seventh Street. Sanction having been 
secured from the diocese the parish was organized Dec. 13, 1900, at a meeting held at the home of 
the late Capt. CA. Lyerly when the first vestry was elected. 

The vestry was composed of the late Prof Roy Baylor, F.F. Smith, Joe C. Guild, C.E. 
Danforth, W.A. Terrell, John Cowan, J.C. Howell, W.A. Fairchild and E.H. Nall. The first meeting of 
the vestry was held Dec. 18, 1900, at which time a decision was made to call Father Robertson, then 
at St. Peter's Nashville. 

Father Robertson officiated at his first services at the Masonic Temple, Sunday, Feb. 17th, 
1901. The parish was admitted to the Tennessee diocese by the convention of the diocese in May, 
1901. The parish continued to worship at the Masonic Temple until the home of the late Judge Lewis 
Shepherd was secured, located on the northwest comer of McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street. With 
remodeling the old residence took on the form of a church and was the first home of the parish. 

In April, 1905, the present church foundation was laid and it has completed about three 
years later. Mason Maury of Louisville, Ky., was the architect. 

In 1929 the church received a large gift of money [with] which additional land on Douglas 
Street was acquired and the interior was remodeled. The interior was rebuilt according to the plans of 
Dr. Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and New York, one of the outstanding Gothic architects of 
America. The church, exterior and interior, is considered one of the best examples of English Gothic 
type of the Twelfth Century. 

The reopening of the church was celebrated Sunday, Nov. 2, 1930, and Father Robertson 
returned from Cambridge, Mass., to officiate at a corporate communion service. Bishop Thomas A. 
Gailor attended the services and delivered a sermon during the day and Bishop Maxon, then 
coadjutor, was in charge of the services. Among the speakers on that occasion were the Rev. Oliver J. 
Hart, then rector of St. Paul's. Mayor E. D. Bass; the Rev. James L. Fowle, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church; Alexander Guerry, president of the University of Chattanooga; the Rev. Lin D. 
Cartwright, minister of the First Christian Church, and Bartow Strang, senior warden of St. Paul's. 
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Father Robertson served the church for more than 23 years. Since that time there have been 
approximately a dozen pastors some of whom were temporary and served during an emergency. 

On May 3rd, on the editorial page of The Times, under the simple heading "Christ Church", 
the following tribute appeared: 

Christ Episcopal Church will be consecrated Sunday, with Bishop Maxon conducting the 
service. 

A tablet will be erected in the church in memory of the late Father William C. Robertson, 
founder and first rector.  

Father Robertson was twenty-five years ahead of his time. He secured a venereal disease 
clinic to treat women in the county jail at a time when it was not polite to mention venereal disease in 
the newspapers or in the pulpit. 

Father Robertson also secured the establishment of a hospital to cure drug addicts on E 
street. This hospital later failed for lack of support, but it filled a need in Chattanooga. 

Father Robertson established St. Mary's Negro Mission. He was a leader for interracial 
concord. 

After leaving here, Father Robertson went to Massachusetts, and he died about ten years 
ago. 

Christ Church had financial difficulties. It was founded out of the love and devotion of this 
one rector. 

But now the church is free of debt, and on this happy occasion it is pleasant for The Times to 
recall the good deeds of the Reverend William C. Robertson, who practiced what he preached. 

Came the day: Once again The Times carried an excellent article, which said: 
[Note: The following paragraph appears to be a footnote to the 
text, before the newspaper article continues.] (p.176 of your ms.) 

The church was never actually closed. The church school classes 
were conducted in St. Lawrence Parish Hall, which was next 
door, and the masses were said and/or sung in the small chapel 
which opens off the Narthex of the church. Services were held 
under considerable hardship, attendance was so small that many 
people really thought the church was closed during the 
remodeling. [Now resumes, with the newspaper quote.] 

The Rt. Rev. James M. Maxon of Memphis, Episcopal Bishop of Tennessee, and the Rev. 
Thorne Sparkman, rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, will be the leaders in impressive services 
for the consecration of Christ Episcopal Church to be conducted at 4 p.m. today in the church, corner 
of McCallie Ave. and Douglas Street.  The Rev. Sparkman will deliver the sermon.  Christ Church, 
which is now free of debt, will be consecrated “to the glory of God and in memory of the Rev. 
William C. Robertson, priest.”   

Father Robertson was the founder and first rector of the church. He was widely known for 
his spirituality and to people of every race and creed. During his rectorship of the church he was a 
leader in a number of worthwhile movements for the betterment of this community. 

The service was arranged at the afternoon hour so that members of other churches might 
attend. The Rev. George A. Fox, vicar of the church, announced yesterday that final plans have been 
completed for the services. 
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The offering has been designated by Bishop Maxon to form the nucleus of the William C. 
Robertson Memorial Endowment Fund. It is the hope to build the fund during the years in such a way 
that it will be a real security to the life of the parish. 

The altar flowers are given by Mrs. Alice Roberson in memory of her mother and her son, 
William Cole Roberson, and in memory of Father William C. Robertson. William Cole Roberson 
was a merchant marine who was fatally injured in a fall while aboard his ship at Alexandria, Egypt. 
He was buried in England. 

The Woman's Auxiliary of Christ Church will entertain at an informal tea Sunday afternoon 
following the consecration service. The tea will be given in the recreation room with arrangements in 
charge of Mrs. E. K. Magrath, president of the Auxiliary, and Mrs. E. C. Johnston, Mrs. J. B. Fitts is 
chairman of decorating. 

Miss Eleanor Few and Mrs. Mary K Saxonmeyer will pour. Assisting at the tea will be 
Mesdames W. S. Claiborne, Ralph Blomgren, Richard Walk1ey, Russell Hutchins and Miss Mary 
Powell. Bishop Maxon, the Rev. Mr. Sparkman and the Rev. Fox will receive with the auxiliary 
officers. 

Miss Irma McMillan, parish organist, will be in charge of the music for the consecration 
services and Ethel Taylor Maxwell will be soloist. There will be an augmented choir. 

And on the following day, May 5th, The Times carried a long account of the consecration, 
from which I quote: 

Following the burning of the mortgage by the vestry and the prayers of consecration, Bishop 
Maxon made a brief talk in which he said that now that Christ Church is free from debt the parish 
may worship Almighty God and carry on the great work started by its founder, Father Robertson. 
Bishop Maxon spoke of Father Robertson as a "loyal and devoted priest" whose ministry was blessed 
of God and whose contribution to the church and the community had been a great one. 

Bishop Maxon designated the offering at the consecration as the nucleus of a permanent 
endowment fund for the maintenance of Christ Church, and he stated that a mend has promised to 
match dollar for dollar up to $5,000, the fund as it has accumulated at the end of 1944 and also the 
year 1945. 

The Rev. Thorne Sparkman, rector of St. Paul's Church, preached the sermon Sunday 
afternoon, using as his theme the spiritual program of the church - to worship Almighty God, to save 
the lost and to sanctify the faithful. Dr. Sparkman, who under the Chattanooga plan for the Episcopal 
Church, is priest in charge of all local parishes, told of the splendid interrelationship of the local 
churches and of the part Christ Church plays in the life of the group here and in the diocese. 

The Rev. Stephen Walke, vicar of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, sang Solemn Evensong 
and the lessons were read by the Rev. William Asger, assistant at St. Paul's, and the Rev. Frank N. 
Butler, vicar of Thankful Memorial. 

The procession of clergy included Bishop Maxon, the Rev. Sparkman, the Rev. Mr. Walke, 
the Rev. Mr. Asger, the Rev. Mr. Butler, the Rev. Harley B. Bullock, the Rev. Battle McLester, vicar 
of Grace Church; the Rev. Verl L. Adams, Order of Holy Cross of St. Andrews; the Rev. John Panos, 
priest of the Greek Orthodox Church - who was accompanied by Spiro Vezdoon, lay head of the 
Greek congregation, and the Rev. George A. Fox, vicar of Christ Church. 

Music for the service was in charge of Miss Irma McMillan, parish organist, and Ethel 
Taylor Maxwell sang the offertory. 

The News-Free Press of May 8th carried an excellent photograph of the Rev. Thorne 
Sparkman in the pulpit of Christ Church, and an account of the ceremonies, which said: 

Ceremonies consecrating the Christ Church, Episcopal, "to the glory of God and in memory 
of William C. Robertson, priest," took place at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, with the Rt. Rev. James 
M. Maxon officiating. 
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The church was dedicated to the Founder, the late Father Robertson, who served as its priest 
for many years. Rt. Rev. Maxon is bishop of the Tennessee Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States. 

The ancient liturgy ritual of the Holy Catholic Church was used for the ceremonies. 
Following a procession of the clergy around the church to the front door, Bishop Maxon knocked at 
the closed door, was admitted entrance by L. B. West, senior warden, and the procession entered the 
church for the service. 

Bishop Maxon made a brief talk following the burning of the mortgage by the vestry and the 
prayers of the consecration. He said that the debt -freed church may now worship Almighty God and 
carry on the work begun by its founder, Father Robertson, a "loyal and devoted priest," whose 
contribution to the church and the community had been a great one. 

The offering was designated as the nucleus of a permanent endowment fund for the 
maintenance of Christ Church. A friend has promised to match dollar for dollar up to $5,000 [to] the 
fund for the next two years, Bishop Maxon said. 

The Rev. Thorne Sparkman, rector of St. Paul's Church, preached on the theme of the 
spiritual program of the church - to worship Almighty God, to save the lost and to sanctify the 
faithful. 

The Rev. William Asger, assistant at S1. Paul's, and the Rev. Frank M. Butler, vicar of 
Thankful Memorial, read the lessons. The Rev. Stephen Walke, vicar of the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd sang "Solemn Evensong." 

The procession included Bishop Maxon, the Rev. Thorne Sparkman, the Rev. Mr. Walke, 
the Rev. Mr. Asger, the Rev. Harley B. Bullock, the Rev. Battle McLester, vicar of Grace Church; 
the Rev. Vern L. Adams, Order of the Holy Cross at St. Andrews; the Rev. John Panos, priest of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, who was accompanied by Spiro Vezdoon, lay head of the Greek Church, 
and the Rev. George A. Fox, vicar of Christ Church. 

Miss Irma McMillan, parish organist, was in charge of the music for the occasion.  Ethel 
Taylor Maxwell sang the offertory. 

Miss Eleanor Few and Mrs. Mary K. Saxenmeyer, Mrs. E. K. Magrath, Mrs. E. C. Johnston 
and Mrs. J. B. Fitts were in charge of the informal tea held in the recreation room after the ceremony. 

On the Sunday next after the Consecration "The Christ Church Reminder" carried its 
account of the Consecration, which is quoted here in full: 

Last Sunday was a day we will not soon forget. There would not be time or space to record 
all the things which went into making it what it was, but some things stand out. The excellent 
publicity which prepared for it. The beautiful altar with its shining brasses and lovely flowers testify 
to devoted labors of our Altar workers. The beautiful music of the choir. .. the splendid congregation 
with so many friends and well wishers present... the excellent and timely sermon of Dr. Sparkman... 
the gracious presence of Mrs. Robertson 'n the many clergy of our own Church, including Fr. Adams 
of Holy Cross, and in the congregation Fr. Luke and Fr. Salmon ... Fr. Panos and Mr. Vezdoon 
bringing us the good wishes of our long time friends the Greek Orthodox people. . . seminarians Eric 
Greenwood, Tom Smyth and Bill Garnett From Sewanee, and Whitney Church from DuBose... the 
large offering getting the Endowment Fund off to a good start. -. the beautifully appointed tea which 
our ladies gave... all those things and many more beside made us more than happy. 

The Vicar received many letters of greeting and felicitation. One of the nicest was From Fr. 
Mowry telling us that he and Mrs. Mowry were placing the flowers on the Altar of Christ Church, 
Springfield, Ohio, in memory of Mr. Ellsworth and in honor of our parish. The flowers were to be 
taken to Mr. Ellsworth's grave where Fr. Mowry would say a prayer of thanksgiving. Fr. Haldeman, 
Fr. Joseph, O. S. F., Fr. Mallett, Fr. Lea, Fr. Savoy, Fr. Harris, Fr. Luke, Fr. Sharp, Fr. Turkington, 
O.H.C., and Dean Hopper …all these wrote gracious and much appreciated letters bearing greeting, 
tribute to Fr. Robertson, and the promise of Prayers and Masses on the great day.  The Vicar would 
be glad for any who want to see these letters to look them over.   



 

111 

And it all means that before us is a new opportunity and the possibility of greater usefulness 
and effectiveness in witnessing to Our Lord and His Salvation. We must and will not fail so splendid 
a chance. 

The correspondence mentioned in the foregoing "Reminder" has fortunately been preserved. 
It is all extremely interesting, but too long to be included here. After long deliberation I decided the 
two letters which simply had to be included were those of Fr. Jerome Harris, and Fr. John Marvin 
Luke. Father Luke's letter is self-explanatory, but for those who do not know, it might be well to 
say that Father Harris had long been associated with Christ Church. I am not certain, but I believe 
that it was Christ Church which first recommended him for holy orders. I do know that on 
numerous occasions he came back to Christ Church and conducted the services, and what an 
experience to listen to his glorious voice intoning the High Mass. Frequently he spent his summer 
vacation in Chattanooga and Christ Church would be lucky enough to have him celebrate the High 
Mass three or four Sundays in succession. His letter bore the letterhead, St. Ignatius' Church, 532 
West End Avenue, New York. It was dated May 4, 1944, and he wrote: 

Dear Father: 
Enclosed is a tiny check toward the Father Robertson Memorial Fund. I owe more to him 

and Christ Church than any mere money could ever repay, and such a trivial amount seems 
niggardly. But right now the "token of my desires" is all I can afford for many worthy causes. My 
own household demands all my surplus. 

Wish I could be with you "in the body" for the great day of consecration - even as boat-boy: 
I will be there in spirit - offering the Holy Sacrifice that morning for the blessing of God the Holy 
Ghost upon you and all your people. 

Please accept my grateful thanks for your ministrations to my mother. 

Faithfully yours in our Lord, 

Jerome Harris 

Father Luke's letter was also dated May 4, 1944 and was from Sewanee, Tennessee. He 
wrote: 

Dear Father Fox: 
I have been living in this world of travail nearly three score years and ten and I do not think 

that I have ever received any information that has given me more satisfaction and joy than the news I 
have just received From you. The consecration of Christ Church, and especially in the intention of a 
memorial to Father Robertson is a consummation of the continuous prayers of the faithful, both the 
living and the dead. That little band that carried on both during the life of Father Robertson and after 
his death truly suffered "blood, sweat and tears" in holding out against the assaults of those who 
deliberately tried to obliterate the Catholic foundation of the parish. I want to congratulate you for 
leading them so magnificently; you have done a grand job and I am indebted to you. 

May I say a word about Father Robertson.  A word of testimony and gratitude. I met him 
about thirty five years ago and during the last ten years of his life I was intimately associated with 
him. I became a candidate for Holy Orders through him. I made my first confession to him and I 
heard my first confession in Christ Church. I said my first mass and gave my first service of 
Benediction of the Sacrament from her altar. Over a long period Father Robertson guided me with 
loving care. He was gentle, kind and long suffering, but when occasion demanded it he was as 
forcible, as adamant as one could possibly be. I have heard it said that he became angry at times. I do 
not think so. His powerful denunciation of meanness, injustice, sin in any form may sometimes have 
appeared to be anger, but temper in the sense that we know it never disturbed his gentle heart. He 
very truly lived a life of prayer and therein lay his greatness and influence for good. His heart was in 
Christ Church and Tennessee to his dying day. I quote from a letter before me, written a short time 
before his death. "In truth I long for my mends and to hear them talk. I have made some mends up 
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here, but they cannot be like my real ones down South. I would have come back to Tennessee long 
ago, now I fear it is too late. I do not anticipate that either of our Bishops will ever want me back." 
That great, loving heart was yearning for his flock; for Christ Church, for his mends in all walks of 
life, for Chattanooga, for Tennessee. That heart could not stand the strain and it ceased to function in 
his mortal body. The Blessed Jesus whose Name was always on his lips relieved him of his sorrows. 

I shall try my best to be present Sunday afternoon. Please be assured of my very deep 
appreciation of your remembrance and kind letter. 

May Almighty God guide and protect you is the prayer I offer. 

Faithfully yours in our Blessed Lord, 

John Marvin Luke 

* * * * * * * * *  

In July of 1944 Christ Church received a special gift from another of her sons that I have 
mentioned as having rendered such great service to the Church. "The Reminder" of Sunday, July 
23rd, carried the following account of the gift. 

In the early days of the Church, the altars were simple wooden tables covered with linen 
such as Our Lord used on the night He instituted the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. When the 
Christians were driven to the Catacombs these altars were set up as near as it was possible to place 
them. When the Church came out of the Catacombs the custom was carried on by the building of 
great Churches over the tombs of the martyrs and placing a stone altar squarely over that tomb. 
Hence in many cases came the name of the Church. It was a graphic expression of the feeling that the 
Church is built on the witness of the faithful, and especially of those who were faithful unto death 
and whose passing into the presence of God was a triumphant confession of their faith. 

When the era of martyrdom passed, the custom prevailed generally of having at least the 
mensa, or top of the altar of every consecrated Church, of stone, in which was deposited some tiny 
relic of a martyr or other saint which would carry on the same idea as the great Churches over the 
tombs of the martyrs. A further refinement of the same idea had it that in wooden altars there should 
be at least a small stone in the Mass. With Anglicans, this is not essential to the fabric of a 
consecrated Church, but is a worthy custom followed in many places. A splendid example is in the 
altar of all Saints Chapel at Sewanee. 

The point of this article is that we have been given such a stone through the kindness of our 
good mend, Father Bullock, who has had the stone prepared, complete with the cavity for relics, and 
has presented it to the Church. We are all most grateful to Father Bullock for his thoughtfulness in 
this matter and want to take this means of publicly thanking him for the gift. It will be installed with 
proper solemnity at the coming of the Bishop. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Father Fox was a tireless worker and as long as he served Christ Church he hounded his 
parishioners to do their utmost for the parish. In "The Reminder" of September 2, 1945, he 
exhorted them to raise more for the Robertson Memorial Endowment. He said, 

One of the most important projects before our parish is the creation of an adequate 
endowment fund The purpose of an endowment is to lay by [a] financial backlog so that a source of 
income will be available in an emergency, should such arise and also that the parish may have a 
regular source of income over and above what comes through pledges. An ideal situation exists when 



 

113 

a parish can live on its income from pledges and can use the income on its endowment for doing 
advance and missionary work which otherwise would not get done. 

Particularly for us at Christ Church is an endowment pertinent in view of the difficulties we 
have suffered in times past about money matters. We ought to realize how vastly important it is to 
have a backlog. 

For the remainder of the year all that we raise on the endowment will be doubled. This is a 
most generous offer and we ought to be found taking every advantage of it. It is therefore painful to 
say that this year so far we have done very poorly in this matter. Our showing is much poorer than 
last year. If our people love their Church and are interested in its future, this is the time to manifest 
such interest. We simply must not fail to make the most of this splendid chance. 

To that end the finance committee has prepared a letter and a copy of the Resolution 
describing the fund. These papers are to be sent -not only to members, but to mends and old members 
of the parish. If you know of someone who might be interested if he knew the facts, copies of the 
letter and Resolution are available, and can be had for the asking. Let everyone shoulder his 
responsibility in this matter and do the most that we can on the Robertson Memorial Endowment. 

A little more than a year later, again in "The Reminder," Sept. 29, 1946, Father Fox wrote: 
A little over two years ago, we launched the Robertson Memorial Endowment Fund. The 

purpose of this fund is to provide a small "backlog" for the financial needs of the Parish, so that we 
can avoid the financial calamities which have beset us in the past. No one who remembers the 
difficult days of only a few years ago will need to be convinced of the worth of such a venture. For 
the first two years of the existence of the fund, we had a proposition made by a generous member of 
the parish to double everything we raised. That proposition has now expired, but we have now over 
$6, 000 in the fund. This year we have said very little about the Endowment Fund, because we have 
had the obligation of the Reconstruction and Advance Fund which we felt ought to have priority. 
This is now successfully dealt with, and we must turn our attention to the Robertson Memorial Fund 
again. 

The idea of an endowment is to have a sum of money invested so that the interest from it 
forms a steady income. The principal remains untouched. It follows, therefore, that the principal has 
to reach a certain good sized amount before anything is realized from it.  Our money is invested 
through the Episcopal Endowment Corporation. It has been agreed by the Vestry not to use the 
interest until the principal reaches $10,000. 

That means we must go to work on the Endowment with a will. We have a large number of 
small boxes for the saving of money. Every man, woman and child in the congregation ought to take 
one of these boxes and no amount is too small to put into it. The boxes will be available in the 
narthex Sunday. If you do not have one take one and begin to fill it. As soon as it is full bring it in 
and get another one. By steadily working on it, we will be surprised how much we can save and 
enlarge this fund. 
 
LET EVERY ONE IN THE P ARISH HAVE AND FILL ONE OF THE LITTLE ENDOWMENT 
BOXES. THE IMPORTANT THING IS TO WORK AT IT REGULARLY AND ALWAYS KEEP 
A BOX ON HAND. 

In the minutes of the annual meeting of Christ Church parish, held January 17, 1947, in the 
Recreation Room of the Church, there is a mention of Father Fox's parochial report, "in which he 
also noted that removal of inactive members from the parish rolls had reduced the active members 
of record from 189 to 146, with 156 baptised members." 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

It was in 1949 that "The Canterbury Club" was formed at the University of Chattanooga. 
There is a notice of the formation of this group in the minutes of a vestry meeting in the Recreation 
Room of Christ Church, March 29, 1949. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

At a special called meeting Sunday, July 10, 1948, the Christ Church vestry offered the 
following resolution: 

THE VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH, Chattanooga, takes note of the 
announcement in local newspapers that the Rev. Thorne Sparkman, D. D., has resigned as Rector of 
St. Paul's Church, of this city, to accept a call as Rector of the Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania. 

By the appointment of the BISHOP OF TENNESSEE, the Rev. Dr. Sparkman has been 
priest-in-charge of Christ Church since Sunday, December 4, 1938. While priest-in-charge, he has 
delegated virtually all administrative duties and functions to a vicar constantly serving Christ Church, 
but even so we have felt that he was very close to us, and he has (both as titular priest-in-charge and 
as the rector of the much larger "mother" parish) endeared himself to our congregation and 
established complete confidence in his leadership whenever such has been employed locally and in 
diocesan affairs. The occasions on which Dr. Sparkman has officiated in Christ Church are 
remembered with joy and gratitude, especially his sermon at the dedication of this church on Sunday, 
May 7, 1944. His counsel to the Vestry of Christ Church at times when vitally important decisions 
were being considered was always heartening and later proved to be sound. 

The Vestry regrets that Dr. Sparkman has decided to leave Chattanooga, but begs leave to 
wish him well. We most sincerely urge him to accept assurance of our deep, heartfelt gratitude for 
what his long service in Chattanooga has meant to this congregation, to the Episcopal Church, and to 
the whole community. 

To the VESTRY OF ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, this VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH extends 
greetings and humbly asks to be allowed to participate in any mutually convenient arrangement by 
which our Vicar, the Rev. George A. Fox, may be of assistance to St. Paul's during the interim which 
may intervene between Dr. Sparkman's leaving and the eventual coming of his successor. Such co-
operation is hereby authorized by the adoption of this RESOLUTION, the practical details of its 
carrying out to be left to the Vicar of Christ Church and the proper authorities of St. Paul's. 

At the July 26th Vestry meeting, 'The Senior Warden noted that Christ Church was still 
officially an aided parish and that if the members desired a change in status, a plan for definite 
action to become a regular parish should be made. Father Fox was of the opinion that such action 
would meet no canonical objection, that since no diocesan aid for current expenses had been 
received (but only assistance with the mortgage, which was now paid) the problem was a financial, 
rather than a legal one. The Vicar pointed out that it would be advisable to have additional 
equipment, namely a rectory and a parish house, before changing the official status of the parish. 
Mr. Brown said that every member of the parish should be informed of these requirements. The 
Vicar referred the problem of the parish status to the Executive Committee." 

By December of 1949 a meeting had been held with Canon Sharp to discuss the Church's 
resumption of status as a full parish, and considerable progress had been made toward achieving a 
parish house. And on January 4, 1950, Ralph Blomgren, Christ Church Treasurer, reported that he 
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had in his possession a $1,000 check from Yates Bleachery Company, as the first contribution 
toward the Parish House. 

However, at the annual parish meeting held January 16, 1950, Father Fox went on record as 
firmly believing that the parish should be in sound financial condition, and that a rectory and parish 
house be obtained or in sight, "before any request was made toward achieving the status of an 
independent parish." 

In October of 1950 the Executive Committee decided on installing a Parish Pence Plan to 
raise money for the proposed parish house. Small cans for pennies were to be mailed to each 
parishioner, and everyone was to be urged to keep an extra can on hand. 

But no matter how many people worked, or how hard, the minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting, held in the Recreation Room of the Church, January 21, 1952, showed that the time was 
not yet at hand for Christ Church to be an independent parish. Father Fox pointed out that, "The 
differences that full parish status would bring about would be these: our Priest would have the title 
of Rector rather than Vicar, and we would have three representatives at the Convention instead of 
two if we can increase our strength to a working margin, there would be no objection from any 
quarter to our making this change." Father Fox went on to say, "We can stand at this point next 
year, ready to petition for this change in status." 

However, when the next year came Christ Church was not ready for a change in status as 
the following quotes from the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, of January 7, 1953, will 
show: 

Father Fox pointed out that the important word for Church Members to remember is 
participation. Without more active participation we cannot expect to petition the Diocesan 
Convention to be removed from the aided parish list. The improvement of funds and members of the 
Church this year does not warrant a petition at this time. 

When the treasurer's report was read by Eugene Scrudder he explained that "a contribution 
of $1500.00 at the end of the year had made it possible to end the year without a deficit." The same 
situation had prevailed the year before. Evidently the parish was getting back to its old habit of 
expecting a "benefactor" to pull its "chestnuts" out of the fire before they burned. 

At the vestry meeting which took place on November 30, 1954, "the question of parochial 
status was brought up by Mr. [Walter] Wooten. The Vicar stated that his views on the matter had 
not changed since he indicated at the September vestry meeting that now was the time for the 
parish to assume its normal obligations as an unaided parish. After considerable discussion the 
motion was made by the clerk that Christ Church petition the Diocesan Convention, which meets in 
January to restore full parochial status. The motion was seconded by Mr. [Mixon] Smith and 
passed unanimously." The petition of Christ Church was granted and at a vestry meeting held 
January 21, 1955, the following resolution was made 

In -as -much as the One hundred and Twenty-third Annual Convention of this diocese has 
seen fit to restore full parochial status to Christ Church, and in as much as the former Vicar is a very 
Godly and devout man., having proven his ability as a pastor and priest to the members of the parish; 
be it resolved that the Vestry extend a call to the Reverend George A. Fox to become Rector of Christ 
Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. The call to Father Fox was transmitted by the vestry in a body. 

In the minutes of the January 25, 1955 vestry meeting, ""The Rev. George A. Fox advised 
the vestry that he was pleased to accept the call," and he became Rector of the parish. 
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At this same meeting when the treasurer's report was read it, showed an excess of 
disbursements over receipts of $93.20, but this did not dampen the vestry's spirits in the least and 
they went over some plans for the parish house that had been submitted by Mr. Harrison Gill, a 
local architect. The cost of the building was estimated at around $35,000.00. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

At the vestry meeting of April 27, 1955, "The Rector announced the ordination of Richard 
Walkley to the Diaconate would take place early in June. The Vestry expressed a desire to do 
something symbolic of their good wishes for Mr. Walkley." 

Richard had grown up in Christ Church. There has probably never been a more faithful 
acolyte in the history of the parish. 

At the next vestry meeting (May 31, 1955), "The Rector announced that the diocesan Altar 
Guild had been authorized to make him two stoles, one violet and one green to be presented by the 
vestry to Mr. Walkley on his ordination." The vestry confirmed this action. In these same minutes 
there is a notice that, "the clerk was instructed by the Vestry to write a letter to the Bishop Ordinary 
advising him of the assent of the Vestry for Mr. Thomas Hutson to be admitted to Holy Orders." 

Things were really "looking up." Two young men from the parish being admitted to Holy 
Orders; and at the December 27th vestry meeting it was announced that the Church's Endowment 
Funds now exceeded $10,000.00. 

When Mr. L. B. West died he left a trust fund to Christ Church of $5,000.00, payable after 
his death at the rate of $500 a year for ten years. Mr. West had given long and often to the Church 
and though he died in the Roman Communion his thoughts still turned to the parish where he had 
once been one of a team of "Four horsemen" composed of Mr. J. C. Howell, Mr. E. O. Billingsley, 
Mr. E. M. Ellsworth and Mr. West. The other three had preceded him in death. None of the others, 
that I know of, had left any bequest to Christ Church. 

At a vestry meeting held May 29, 1956, Mr. William West, son of the late L. B. West, 
suggested that there had been recent amendments which made it possible for Christ Church to 
obtain all or any part of his father's bequest at any time the vestry considered it desirable to do so. 
He further suggested that since the main Church building was greatly in need of repairs that he 
thought it would be appropriate to use the money on such repairs, and that he felt such action 
would be in line with what his father would want. 

Accordingly, at the June 26th meeting of the vestry, "Mr. Yates moved that the bequest of 
Mr. West be accepted now and turned over to the Vestry to be used for the maintenance and 
improvement of the present church building. Mr. [Scott] Cummings seconded and the motion was 
carried unanimously." 

Meantime plans were going forward toward building the new parish house. The contractors, 
Collins and Hobbs, had submitted a new bid of $47,000 to build according to a set of plans that had 
been revised. 

After a long discussion at this June 26th meeting the vestry reached a decision; they would 
apply to the proper diocesan authorities for permission to erect a building on the north of the 



 

117 

present church building and to borrow up to $15,000, with the loan to be secured by a real estate 
note and a deed of trust, on the new property only. 

In a vestry meeting held January 17, 1956, it was agreed that the officers of the vestry 
would sign a contract with Collins and Hobbs in the amount of $48,400 for the building of the 
parish house. This contract was "on behalf of the entire vestry, not individually and with no 
personal liability." 

On January 21, 1957, the Annual Parish Meeting was held with Father Fox presiding. He 
reported "that during 1956 there had been ten infant baptisms, four confirmations, two marriages, 
eight burials (only three of whom were parish members) two transfers in, five transfers out. The 
communicant strength now stands at 162." 

In The Chattanooga News-Free Press of Tuesday, July 16, 1957, there was a photograph of 
the new parish house and the following story: 

A new two -story brick building which will serve as a parish house for Christ Church is 
nearing completion and is expected to be in use in the near future, the Rev. George A. Fox, rector of 
the church, said today. 

Exterior work on the new structure is virtually complete and interior finishing of the 
building is now in progress. Cost of the project is roughly $50, 000, Father Fox said. The rector 
explained that the building will contain office space, a kitchen, dining room and Sunday school 
rooms. He said that some of the rooms will contain movable partitions so that they may be used for 
various purposes. 

The parish house is directly adjacent to the church itself, located at the comer of McCallie 
Avenue and Douglas Street, across the street From the public library. 

The church and the new building will be connected internally through what has been a back 
outside door of the church building. The door will lead into the new parish house. 

Father Fox said that the church has not had an actual parish house for a number of years but 
has been using the upstairs space in the church building for this purpose. This space will be turned 
over for Sunday School use when the new building is completed, he said. 

At the vestry meeting held October 29, 1957, "Father Fox read his letter of resignation due 
to his appointment as Canon Missioner of the Diocese of Tennessee . . . Mr. [Steve] Harding made 
a motion that we regretfully accept Father Fox's letter of resignation. The motion was seconded and 
passed." 

Once again the Church was without a rector. All the tedious, tiring, and time consuming 
work of finding a suitable rector must be dealt with, to say nothing of securing someone to fill in 
until the right man could be found. 

The annual parish meeting was held January 20, 1958. At that time no rector had been 
found. In his report, the Senior Warden, Mr. Walter Wooten wrote, "Reviewed the arrangement 
made to fill the pulpit during our period as a vacant parish. He reported on activities of the Calling 
Committee. And he expressed the appreciation of the vestry for the work of Father Fox. 

Mr. Wooten reported the following statistics for the year 1957:  

199 Baptised Members 
157 Present Communicants 
11 Baptisms of Children 
4 Confirmations 
0 Received  
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0 Marriages 
4 Burials 
3 Transfers in 
11 Transferred Out 
 

Mr. Wooten asked for prayers of the parish for the Vestry and Calling Committee in their 
work. 

* * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * 

The Calling Committee was not lolling on "Flowery beds of ease." They were in contact 
with two or three prospects and at the vestry meeting on January 28, 1958, Walter Wooten reported 
that the Calling Committee had issued a call to Father Porter Ball of St. Paul's Parish, Savannah, 
Georgia. "Mr. Wooten stated that they had received a letter from Father Ball declining the call to 
become the Rector of Christ Church." 

However, there was another prospect, the Reverend Kent M. Pinneo of Memphis, 
Tennessee. He had already been interviewed by the Calling Committee. 

On February 9th, at a called meeting of the vestry held in the new Parish House, Mr. 
Wooten, the Senior Warden, divulged the fact that "Father Pinneo had accepted the call to Christ 
Church subject only to our providing a house for his rectory instead of an apartment or duplex. Mr. 
Wooten reported that Father and Mrs. Pinneo had looked at a house at 4016 Woodmont Drive, 
which is entirely satisfactory to them and which house can be purchased for approximately 
$13,000." 

However, this house proved to be too much of a "lemon" and the vestry decided on writing 
Father Pinneo that they still anticipated his accepting the call to Christ Church as soon as a suitable 
house could be found. 

Finally a house was located at 1301 Richard Avenue, and a purchase contract was made, 
with the stipulation that, "the total cost involved in the purchase is limited to $14,000." These facts 
are recorded in the minutes of a special vestry meeting held at the Parish House at 12:30 p.m., 
March 9, 1958. 

At the regular monthly meeting of the vestry, March 25, 1958, Father Pinneo, Rector, 
presided. 

He was young, enthusiastic, and possessed great personal charm. His wife was equally 
charming and was considered beautiful as well. Father Pinneo immediately became a favorite with 
the young people of Chattanooga and it was hoped that this asset alone might be the means of 
increasing the much needed ''young blood" in the parish. His sermons were excellent and his 
rendition of the Mass above reproach; especially considering the fact that the church organ was full 
of, groans, squeaks, gasps, and rattles as an ungreased two horse wagon on the "Rocky Road to 
Dublin." 

On January 14, 1959, "The Annual Parish Meeting of Christ Church was called to order at 
7:30 P.M.," by Mr. Walter Wooten. "Mr. Wooten reviewed the life of the parish in his three years 
as Senior Warden. He recalled that full parish status had been attained.  He pointed out that the new 
parish building had been in use for a year and was presently 97% paid for... 
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"Father Pinneo commented on the increasing attendance at services and the increasing 
number of communions." 

It seemed that again Christ Church was reaching an "even keel" and entering upon an era of 
growth and expansion. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

In 1960 a contract was made with Norville Hall and Associates, of Men tone, Alabama, for 
the complete rebuilding of the church organ. All through the years it had needed various repairs 
which had cost a considerable sum, and still had not given a very satisfactory performance. It is a 
great tribute to Miss Irma McMillan that for some twenty-five years she acted as organist and 
choirmaster for Christ Church and had put up with the groans and squeaks that emerged from that 
organ, despite her most valiant efforts. Only a very fine musician. which she was, could have 
coaxed from that old rattletrap the performances that Irma was able to achieve. 

It is fitting that this document should close with just a few figures to show the healthy state 
of Christ Church Parish. In the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held January 11, 1961, "there 
were present seventy -five adults and forty young people." 

When the Treasurer's report was submitted it showed receipts of $29.985.00 and 
disbursements of $28,250.01. 

It is always well to leave a party while the host and/or hostess and the guests are all merry 
and still speaking. I feel the same way about these "Notes Toward a History of Christ Church." 
Things were going well at the close of 1960, and what happens beyond that time may or may not be 
recorded. 

In the appendix immediately following there are a few items extremely pertinent to the 
History of Christ Church. 
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I 

LISTS OF FIRST DONORS FOR FOUNDING A NEW CHURCH 

November 1900 
The Vestry of St. Paul's having concurred in the organization of a new parish of the 

Episcopal Church in Chattanooga and the Bishop of this Diocese having announced that authority 
to organize such a parish if sufficient support is assured: 

WE, the undersigned, being anxious to organize a parish and build a new church on the East 
Side, agree to give our earnest support to the new parish and to contribute the amount set opposite 
our names for the annual support of the same. The amount to be paid in installments, as may be 
decided best by the Vestry to be elected on the organization of the new parish. 

Name Number in Family Amount of Subscription 
J . C. Guild  3 $150.00  
B. F. Thomas  2 50.00  
J. F. Powell  3 50.00  
S. E. Howell  4 50.00 
J. F. Lyerly  5 100.00  
J. D. Jordan  2 50.00  
J. A. Boyle  4 50.00  
J. R. Baylor  3 50.00  
Garnett Andrews  2 50.00  
C. E. Danforth  3 30.00  
E. H. Nall  3 25.00  
F. J. Virgin  3 25.00  
John Cowan  1 30.00  
W. T. Gaston  2 20.00  
Samuel B. Gray  3 18.00  
W. A. Fairchild  2 20.00  
Mrs. Helen R. Philips  1 12.00  
Mr. L. H. Wilson  5 20.00  
Mr. E. F. Sevier  7 25.00  
George T. Nelles  7 20.00  
Clara Wood  1 12.00  
W. H. Ballew  5 50.00 
C. W. Gray 2 50.00 
C. M. Clark 1 10.00 
M. R. Saunders 3 15.00 
Fanny J. Trigg 1 12.00 
Leon Bailey 3 30.00 

(Changed to $20.00) 
Mr. J. R. Rice 2 [No amount shown] 
Lucius Mansfield 1 12.00 
P. T. Farnsworth 1 10.00 
Sam B. Smith 4 10.00 
H. H. Hedden 1 10.00 
L. S. Colyar 4 50.00 
T. C. Thompson [No figures given]  
Mrs. Crawford T. 
Johnson 

[No figures given]  

Mrs. M. C. Hutch  
(Copy has been torn) 

  

Mrs. E. F. Pryor 1  
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W. H. Pryor 1  
Geo. W. Campbell 1  
W. A. Terrell [No figures given]  

We the undersigned believing there to be ample room in Chattanooga for another 
Episcopalian Church and that the good and interest of the parishioners demand the location of such 
a church on the East Side of Georgia Avenue:- 

Subscribe the amounts opposite our names for the establishing of such a church. The 
amount to be paid in on call of a committee to be appointed at a meeting of those interested. This 
movement is inaugurated with the sanction of the Bishop of Tennessee 

Name  Amount 
J. C. Guild Paid $500.00 
W. A. Sadd Paid 100.00 
J. R Baylor Paid 100.00 
J. D. Jordan Paid 100.00 
J. C. Howell Paid 125.00 
L. S. Colyar Paid 100.00 
F. F. Smith Paid 100.00 
Garnett Andrews X 50.00 
W. A. Terrell Paid 15.00 
John Cowan Paid 50.00 
W. A. Fairchild Paid 20.00 
C. E. Danforth Paid 50.00 
C.E. Danforth, Trustee  100.00 
St. Mary’s Mission, through Mr. D. C. Kingman Paid 65.00 
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II. 

FATHER ROBERTSON'S "GRAVE MARKER" ON THE CHURCH LAWN 

I have been asked from time to time over a period of years about a white cross which stands 
on the Douglas Street (east side) of Christ Church. For a long time I did not know why or how 
come. 

But in the minutes of Christ Church vestry meeting, January 25, 1949, there is the following 
memorandum: 

Father Fox informed the Vestry that the marble cross from Father Robertson's grave had 
been moved to the Chattanooga Memorial Studios. [presumably from his grave in Massachusetts?] 
An estimate of $45 had been made for mounting the cross on the base and placing it in the Narthex. 
It was thought that recessing the cross into the wall would be more expensive. Father Robertson's 
family were to be contacted to see if the former arrangement met with their approval. 

Then in the vestry minutes of May 31, 1949, 
Father Fox announced that the marble cross from Father Robertson's grave had been 

installed May - 1949, in the Baptistry. The vestry instructed the clerk to write Mrs. Carothers, 
thanking the family for the gift and for arranging for its installation in the church. 

The matter does not end here for in the vestry minutes of February 28, 1956, under Junior 
Warden's Report: 

Mr. West (William C) suggested that Father Robertson's monument be moved from its 
present location in the Baptistry. His idea was to place the monument outside on a suitable base 
which would bear an inscription to the effect that Christ Church was dedicated to the memory of 
Father Robertson. 

On March 27th, of that year during the vestry meeting, Mr. Wooten, (Walter), who was 
reporting for Mr. West, ... 

…read a letter from Mrs. Ella Lee Carothers, daughter of Father Robertson, giving her 
general approval to Mr. West's idea of moving Father Robertson's monument to a new location 
outside of the building. A sketch of the new base for the monument was presented. Mr. West reported 
that the cost of the new base including moving the monument to the new location would be about 
$290. 00. 

Discussion about the cost followed. Mr. Wooten moved that the vestry approved the sketch 
of the new base and proposed location, but that any financial action be postponed until more 
information relative to the cost could be obtained. Motion was seconded and adopted. 

This was about the time that the vestry was deeply engrossed in plans for a new parish 
house and by the time the parish house was nearing completion, Father Fox resigned and the vestry 
became involved in securing a new rector, and a rectory, so it must have been easy for a small 
matter like the placement of the monument to get shoved aside. Unless the final action concerning 
its placement was recorded somewhere in the lost minutes of vestry meetings held in 1959, 1 have 
no idea where it might be. At any rate, if you walk along the Douglas Street side of the church, step 
up from the sidewalk to the "pocket handkerchief' lawn, and glance behind a row of stubby holly 
bushes at the base of the monument. There is no inscription on the base or anywhere near it. If 
more than $25.00 was spent getting it moved to its present location someone got cheated. 

The cross bears this simple inscription: 
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William Clendenin Robertson, Priest  
1872 - 1933 

Is it any wonder that people who do not know suppose that Father Robertson is buried 
there? 
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FORMER HISTORIES 

During the five years that I have worked on assembling "Notes Toward a History of Christ 
Church," I have been asked by a number of parishioners if there was not already a history of the 
Church. At first I thought they were just confused and had Dr. Edwin Lindsey's "Centennial History 
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church" in mind. 

But the questions persisted and finally one Christ Church parishioner recalled that the time 
was somewhere near the time of my confirmation in Christ Church. 

That gave me the necessary clue. Such a history did appear not too long after my 
confirmation. The first installment was in "The Reminder," December 1, 1940, and the sixth and 
last installment that I have been able to find was in "The Reminder" of January 19, 1941. 

For those who have been curious about it in the past, and those who may have the subject 
broached to them in the future, it is quoted herewith. 

THE HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Being a continued story, in view of our 40th anniversary) 

Prof Roy J. Baylor started correspondence with Bishop Gailor in September, 1900, with 
regard to the formation of a new parish in Chattanooga. 

Shortly after the Rev. Frederic W. Goodman became Rector of St. Paul's Church (which he 
served faithfully from 1900-1906) St. Paul's Vestry gave unanimous consent and permission for the 
forming of a new parish in the eastern part of the city. This permission was given November 12, 
1900. (TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK) 

* * * * * * * * * * 

HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Installment No. 2) 

The parish was organized on December 13, 1900, at the home of C. A. Lyerly. The 
following governing body was elected at this meeting, Prof J. Roy Baylor, C. E. Danforth, W. A. 
Terrell, John Cowan, J. C. Howell, W. A. Fairchild, and E. H. Nall. The name "Christ Church" was 
suggested by Mr. Guild. 

*F. F. Smith, Joe C Guild 

 

HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Installment No. 3) 

The first meeting of Christ Church Vestry was held December 18, 1900. The following 
officers were elected: Senior Warden, J. Roy Baylor; Junior Warden, J. C. Guild; Treasurer, J. C. 
Howell; Secretary, E. H. Nall 

At this meeting it was voted to extend a call to the Reverend William C. Robertson, then in 
charge of St. Peter's Church, Nashville. 
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* * * * * * * * *  

HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Installment No. 4) 

On January 7, 1901, Father Robertson accepted the call to Christ Church by letter. He 
arrived in Chattanooga to take his first service on Sunday, February 17, 1901. This service was held 
at the Masonic Temple, Cherry and E. 7th Street. 

The newly formed parish was admitted to the Diocese of Tennessee in May, 1901. Services 
continued to be held for awhile at the Masonic Temple. 

* * * * * * * * *  

HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Installment No. 5) 

The residence of the late Judge Lewis Shepherd, located at the N. W. comer of McCallie 
Avenue and Douglas Street was acquired March 12, 1901. The Shepherd residence was remodeled to 
meet the needs of public worship, and became our first edifice here. 

By April 1905, the foundation for the present brick church building was under way. The 
building was completed in 1906. This was the old Christ Church, which some of our people 
remember. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

HISTORY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH 

(Installment No. 6) 

Fr. Robertson served the parish faithfully from its start in 1901 until 1924. During the last 
year or so of his rectorship he moved to Boston and served at the. Church of the Advent in that city, 
but continued to be Rector of Christ Church, and arranged for clergy to minister here. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

There was one other history of the early years of the Church, which I feel reasonably certain 
no one (other than the person, not a communicant of Christ Church, who loaned me her copy) knows 
about. It was written by Mr. J. C. Howell, and addressed to Mrs. E. M. Ellsworth. It is quoted here in 
full. 

"Lebanon"  
Signal Mountain  
July 14 -'31 
Dear Mrs. Ellsworth: 

Although your request for a short history of the beginning of Christ Church has been 
materially delayed, it was caused by our continued condition, which disarmed me for any work or 
even thought. 
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I have from time to time delivered what memoranda, that belonged to the Church to those 
succeeding me, but have picked up a short synopsis of the first years of Christ Church as may be of 
interest to you: 

The lot on which Christ Church is located, comer of Douglas and McCallie, was purchased 
from the Judge Lewis Shepherd for the sum of $6500.00 in February 1901. Fifteen hundred 
($1500.00) in cash and balance in five notes of One Thousand ($1000.00) each payable in 1-2-4-5 
years, and were executed by 1. C. Guild, F. F. Smith and 1. C. Howell, and title was made in their 
name, who agreed to reconvey the property when Fifteen ($1500.00) was raised, which was promptly 
done, and deed to the lot was recorded May 3rd., 1901. 

First meeting was held at the residence of Capt. C. A. Lyerly where organization was 
started. Committees were appointed, Rev. W. C. Robertson was called as rector, and Masonic Hall 
was rented where first service was held on first Sunday in Lent 1901. 

Christ Church was admitted to the Diocese in May 1901. 

Father Robertson's first sermon was From 1st verse of 127th Psalm, "Except the Lord build 
the house, their labor is but lost that build it." 

It was a beautiful sermon and outlined the relationship between the pastor and his people, 
and he closed by saying, "Make our house God's house, and our labor will not be in vain." 

About June 7th, 1901, Bishop Gailor confirmed the first class of fifteen persons. On one 
occasion just before moving From Masonic Temple, the Knights Templar had an appointment to 
attend services at St. Paul's, and as they assembled at their hall, a terrific wind and rain storm came 
up and the appointment was postponed for a week, and the Knights in their uniforms came downstairs 
in a body and attended the service at Christ Church. Father Robertson delivered a most interesting 
sermon, the latter part being an impromptu address, and being particularly in accord with the 
teachings of the order, viz.; "The abnegation of self as a rule of action," and he said one thing that 
impressed me greatly: "Men succeed to the highest perfection in the things they undertake, when 
actuated by the love of the thing done" and not by the desire or ambition of self advancement. " 

Preparatory to holding services in our own building, committees were appointed to revise 
ways and means to remodel the old residence of Judge Shepherd, and first service was held in it June 
24, 1901, and the sermon preached by Father Robertson, 10th verse 14th Chapter of Exodus -"Speak 
unto the Children of Israel that they go forward." Ground was broken for the new church building 
December 1904 by Bishop 

Gailor with a beautiful ceremony, several hundred persons were present. 

Vestrymen elected for 1905, J. H. Latimer, W. A. Fairchild, T. E. Pegues, N. H. Grady, F. 
O. Rettig, E. F. Sevier, Col. Sholar, W. A. Terrell, J. B. French and 1. C. 

Howell. 

Stone was secured From corner 10th and Georgia Avenue, which will be site of new Post 
Office, and cornerstone laid October 28th, 1906, and services were held by Bishop Gailor, assisted by 
Dr. Holley of St. Paul's, Rev. W. H. Lord, of Grace Church, New York City. 

I was treasurer of Christ Church for twelve years, eight From its birth and have no 
memoranda of any kind since my resignation, but presumed that many of present congregation are 
familiar with doings of latter years. 

I have written this in an impromptu manner, much of it being From memory and some of the 
dates may slightly incorrect. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. C. Howell 
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IV 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN MISSION 

There are many oral versions of how this mission was started and I have never believed 
much in any of them, and at long last my distrust of "word of mouth history," of anything 
concerning Christ Church has been vindicated by the following account of the mission, written by 
Father Robertson, and appearing in The Christ Church Reminder, Vol. 1, No. 38, December 
5,1920. 

Our mission to the colored people of Chattanooga was begun when the pastor of Christ 
Church was called to Newell's Sanitarium July 1st, 1916, to baptize William Stepp Graves, a colored 
locomotive fireman, who had been injured on the railroad and was on his death bed. Our dear Mrs. 
Irving Reilly was the one who asked me to prepare this man for death. 

After this I began cottage meetings and went from house to house teaching our most holy 
religion to all who could be brought to our meetings in various neighborhoods. Our first service was 
held in the colored Masonic Temple and soon a good class was instructed and ready for confirmation. 
We moved soon to the Odd Fellows' Hall and soon again Mr. W. B. Hughes rented us a building 
which he had built for the colored Baptist and which was at this time unoccupied. The Bishop was 
unable to visit our church before Christmas, but being "ready and desirous - to be confirmed" and 
having made their confessions and a good preparation, the class was admitted to communion 
Christmas Day, 1916. 

They were confirmed April 29 , 1917, the third Sunday after Easter. There have been 
twenty-five confirmed all together and we expect to have another class confirmed before Easter. 

The Baptists were never content to let the building we occupied slip from them and though 
we had bought it at a stipulated price, Mr. W. B. Hughes' death coming suddenly and his brother Mr. 
D. W. Hughes', no less suddenly, in the settlement of the estate the Baptists offered more than we had 
agreed with Mr. Hughes and more than the building was worth to us, so we agreed to withdraw our 
claim and let them have the place. We could never have made it just what we wanted. 

We have now closed a deal with Mr. E. Y. Chapin for a lot 40 x 209 feet on the south side of 
East Eighth Street, between Douglas and E Street. The price is $3,500. The terms are $500 and $50 a 
month with interest at 6 per cent, Mr. Chapin making a gift of the last two notes, and thus letting us 
have this most desirous lot for $3,400 net. We have all of the $500 in hand and the $50 per month 
fully subscribed and the deeds and notes are being made out. The lot has a house on it which brings in 
$24 a month rent. For the time being, through the generosity of Christ Church congregation, the Sung 
Mass for St. 

Mary's congregation is celebrated in the Lady Chapel of Christ Church at 8 a.m. Sundays. 
The Evening Service has been temporarily discontinued and the members of St. Mary's invited to 
come to Solemn Evensong at the Parish Church. 

We are maintaining three Sunday Schools Sunday afternoon which at present are small but 
prospects are good for real and permanent growth. One of these is held in the neighborhood of our 
future Church building, another in Bushtown and another on the West Side at "Franklin's Chapel." 

The alms given by the congregation is as follows: 1917, $254.87; 1918, $292.41; 1919, 
$215.65; 1920 to Nov. 21, $333.43; total $1, 096.36. This does not include gifts to the altar and 
Church and much other money spent for God and His Church by members of the congregation. 

The following is taken from our "Parish Record." 

Baptisms 

July 1, 1916, Wm. Stepp Graves; July 21, 1916, Felix Gordon; Dec. 17, 1916, William 
Hendricks (age 70), John Alex Tarver, Rentina Hendricks, Herbert Eugene Jackson, Ruth Abigail 
Mason, Harlan Randolph Holmes, Quintus Madison Holmes, Wm. Henry Mason Hendricks, Walter 
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Jonathan Hendricks, Jr., Lucille Annie Hendricks, Robert Richard Martin; April 27, 1917, Johnella 
Richards, Jeremiah Richards, Eddiesee Richards, Alexander Richards, Cornelia Bonner; Jan. 29, 
1918, Peter Jenkins Stanford, Robert Jenkins Stanford; March 3, 1918, Miriam Anita Hendricks, 
Laura Elizabeth Holmes; Feb. 2, 1919, Olive May Franklin; Feb. 13, 1920, George Washington 
Franklin, 111, Rosa May Mason, Julia May Vandergriff; March 14, 1920, Harvey John Johnson, 
Florida Elise Barnes; Nov. 21, 1920, Richard Burnell Alexander. 

Confirmations 

April 27, 1917, Robert Holmes, Sr., Robert Holmes, Jr., John A. Tarver, Mrs. Emma 
Monroe Oliver, Morgan Trice, Johnella Richards, William Hendricks, Walter J. Hendricks, Mrs. 
Restina Hendricks, Jeremiah Richards, Emmanuel Baker; Jan. 30, 1918, Christ Church Chapel- 
Estelle. French Monroe, Peter Jenkins Stanford, Howard Thompson, Mrs. Estelle. Powers Thompson, 
Eugene Thompson, Joelize Thompson, Douglas Holmes; Sept. 25, 1918, Christ Church, South 
Pittsburg, Mrs. Astrapp; Nov. 17, 1919 (Rev.) James Adalubi Johnson (Congregational Minister); 
March 14, 1920, Christina Lorena Alexander, Florida Elise Barnes, Julia May Vandergriff, Harvey 
John Johnson. 

Marriages 

July 10, 1918, Clarence Stovall and Alma H. Stephens. 

Burials 

William Stepp Graves, July, 1916. 
Mrs. Susan A. Stanford. 
Dollie Thompson, Jan. 2, 1920. 
Lula Kennedy, Jan. 25, 1920. 

Baptisms - Adults, men, 6, women, 4; Boys, 11, girls, 8; total 29. Confirmations -Men, 10; 
women, 9; boys, 6; total 25. Marriages - 1. Burials - 4. 

We have received two members thus making the total number of communicants 27. 

In one copy of the Christ Church Reminder of 1922, Father Robertson again wrote of the 
mission. He said: 

We print a letter just received from Father Johnson, the negro priest who was in charge of 
our Colored Mission at one time and who was trained and instructed for ordination by Father Jones 
and myself Father Johnson is a native African, and after a full course in theology in the 
Congregationalists was for some time pastor of the Colored Congregational Church here. He was 
confirmed in our Colored Mission and applied for orders in the church. He was rector of Emmanuel 
Church, our colored church in Memphis, and From there answered the call to work among his own 
people in Liberia. This is one of the many great things that God gives this parish to do which are far 
reaching into eternity, but which we feel very humble about. What a blessing is ours who have 
trained this negro missionary for the great work he undoubtedly will do! 

* * * * * * * * * * 

St. John's Mission, Grand Cape Mount, West Coast, Africa. 
March 28, 1922 

My very dear Father Robertson: 

I have been planning to write you since I arrived here in Cape Mount, but I have been very 
busy adjusting myself to my new surroundings and to my work, but I am very glad to have the 
opportunity of writing you at this time. 
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First of all, I want to express my heartfelt thanks for the training I received From you in 
Chattanooga; it seems to me that words cannot fully convey to you the gratitude of my soul 
concerning the Catholic teaching. I have newly discovered as never before that it is the one great and 
only need of my people in Africa. In Sierra Leone, my own home, where I stayed for five weeks on 
my way here, I taught, preached or practiced nothing but the Catholic Faith, and the people simply 
clung to me for more of such teachings. I gave them as simple as you gave them to me and they 
wanted nothing else I preached ten times while I was there and there was not a single church that was 
not overcrowded while I was there. And all they wanted to hear was about the church. There were 
certain men in Freetown that were trying their best to practice it, but they could not do it in the right 
way, and these were priests of the Anglican church. I gave one of them instruction which he was very 
glad to get. In one particular church I had as attendance 1,977 people, not counting those that were 
thronged outside the church. Oh, Father Robertson, they are just hungry for the teaching and I would 
to God it were possible for them to have it by someone who actually know. In thinking of the needs 
of Freetown, I almost feel like giving myself up to Bishop Walmsly for work there and then labor to 
spread the faith that was once delivered to our fathers. But what did I find at my arrival in Monrovia? 
I discovered that priests in Monrovia, or Liberia, are very far From knowing the faith. The fact is, any 
kind of worship is going on here. But the great joy of the whole thing in Monrovia or Liberia, is that 
our dear Bishop Overs is a man thoroughly Catholic minded and he is doing his best to bring up the 
church to that standard. 

I wish, dear Father, you would help me to get my Eucharistic vestments, for I have not got 
any save the white that I was ordained with and that is all I use. 

Give my regards to the members of 8t. Mary the Virgin as well as all inquiring mends. 
While I remain to be 

Yours in the Master's Service, 
 J . Aladubi Johnson 

The Mission like the Mother Church had its "ups and downs." I recall a service there during 
the tenure of Father Mowry, when the total attendance was about seven people, with three making 
their communion. 

But in "A Study of the Episcopal Churches in the Metropolitan Area of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee," which was completed August 1, 1953, the surveyor made the following report on S1. 
Mary the Virgin Mission. 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 

The church building is a wooden structure, not very strategically located. The building is 
very old and in poor state of repair. A new church is urgently needed. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

There are eight church families in this mission, all living in town. During the past five years, 
three communicants were added by confirmation From Episcopal families.  

WORSHIP 

Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday at 8:30 a.m., with an average attendance of 10. 
There are no weekday, special or interchurch services.  

CLERGY 

See Summary Self Survey Report for Christ Church, Chattanooga. St. Mary the Virgin 
Mission is usually served by Christ Church clergy. 

FINANCE 

The total current expenses of the mission were $145.02 in 1945 and $132 in 1950. In 1945, 
$49 was spent for extra-parochial expense and $108.]8 in 1950. No other data given. 
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The congregation is not community-minded. The last annual business meeting of the parish 
was attended by 20 persons. Plans are being made and money raised for a new church building. 

By 1950, funds had been secured for a new building, which was erected in Alton Park and 
'"the Mission" was no longer connected with Christ Church. 

The last treasurer's report that I have been able to find for S1. Mary the Virgin is for Jan. 
1960. It is marked FINAL FILE. MARCH 1960, ST. MARY'S NO LONGER CONNECTED 
WITH CHRIST CHURCH. 

I am sure, that for those who are interested, the history of '"the Mission's" move into new 
quarters can easily be found by going through the microfilm files of The Chattanooga Times, and 
The Chattanooga News-Free Press. They are readily available at the Chattanooga Public Library. 
That is one labor of love that I have no intention of undertaking. 
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V 

THE SISTERS OF THE TABERNACLE 

During the forty years that I have been in Chattanooga I have heard many stories 
concerning The Sisters of the Tabernacle, a religious order established at Christ Church by Father 
William Robertson and Jessie Potter Tyler, on Corpus Christi Day 1918. 

I have been unable to find any record to substantiate the oral stories about how the order 
came to be founded, but I have found enough written facts to piece together a brief history of their 
work in Christ Church Parish From 1918 until 1931 when the Order was dissolved. 

There were five women who took their final vows as members of the Sisters of The 
Tabernacle. They were: 

Mother Mary Gabriel. Foundress (Jessie Potter Tyler) born, March 8, 1855, at Black Brook, 
New York. She was professed May 30, 1918, at Christ Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. She died on 
August II, 1929, at Sewanee, Tennessee, and was taken to Bridgeport, Connecticut, for burial. 

The next member of the order was Sister Mary Joseph (Mary Frances Gould) who was born 
June 13, 1854, at S1. Simon's Island, Georgia. She was professed at Christ Church, Chattanooga, 
May 30, 1918. She died December 12, 1934, in Glendale, Ohio and was buried there. 

Two years later a third Sister was professed on February 2, 1920, at Christ Church, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. She was Sister Mary Michael (Beatrice Hartford) born October 17, 1875 in 
West Bay City, Michigan. She died July 23, 1931 at Sewanee, Tennessee and was taken to Atlanta, 
Georgia, for burial. 

The next Sister to enter the order was Sister Mary Anna (Cornelia Cowan) born February 
10, 1868, in Knoxville, Tennessee. She was professed at the 

Chapel of St. Gabriel's Convent, Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 6, 1922. 

According to the Chapter records of the Sisters of The Tabernacle, which are in the Archives 
of The Sisters of The Transfiguration at Bethany, Glendale, Ohio, she died January 6, 1946, in a 
hospital near Detroit, Michigan, for the mentally ill, after having been received into the Roman 
Communion. She was buried in Michigan; the records do not give the place of burial. 

The last Sister to enter the Order was Sister Mary Julian (Isabel Beattie) who was born 
September I, 1866, in Mobile, Alabama. She was professed November 30, 1926. The records do not 
note where her profession took place, but because they will have room for a garden and the house on 
East Eighth brings in a nice little income. The lot has belonged to one of our own members, Mrs. J. P. 
Sweet." 

There is no way of establishing definitely the exact amount of actual cash The Sisters of The 
Tabernacle gave to Christ Church Parish. It is entirely possible that their gifts to the Church depleted 
their own treasury to the point that they could not maintain their Order. 

However, they could not have gone on too much longer without a better program of 
recruitment than they ever seemed able to achieve. But, that they were instrumental in aiding Christ 
Church substantially with money is beyond question, as the following will show. 

In the Minutes of the Vestry Meeting of Christ Church held Feb. 2, 1925, there is an 
extremely interesting item concerning a contribution from them. It is in the form of a resolution, and 
reads 

WHEREAS The treasurer, Mr. E. G. Billingsley, now holds in the First Trust and Savings 
Bank $1,663.21, same being accumulated during the years 1923 and 1924, by monthly payments 
received from Sisters of The Tabernacle and Miss Cornelia Cowan, prior to her entrance into The 
Sisters of The Tabernacle, and 
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WHEREAS The Sisters of The Tabernacle have advised that this fund could be used 
towards the payment of mortgage debt, either the principal or the interest thereof, as in the judgment 
of the vestry is deemed best, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED. That the Treasurer, Mr. E. G. Billingsley issue check to the order of 
Mr. E. M. Ellsworth, Treasurer of the Building and Mortgage Sinking Fund, the amount as set out 
above, and that same shall be used towards the payment of the 

Mortgage Debt, either the principal or interest, as the Vestry may deem best. 

There, is little doubt that this gift (and there may have been others not recorded) saved the 
Vestry of Christ Church considerable embarrassment. At any rate it is refreshing to know that the 
Vestry eventually got around to expressing their thanks with 

AN APPRECIATION 

Entered by the CHURCHWARDENS and the VESTRY of CHRIST CHURCH in its 
Records on December 16, 1926. 

Under the influence of GOD THE HOLY GHOST on Corpus Christi Day in the year 1918, 
there was founded in Christ Church Parish, Chattanooga, Tennessee, a Religious Order of Women, 
known as The Sisters of The Tabernacle. GOD used to effect this foundation the Rector of the Parish, 
The Reverend Father William Clendenin Robertson. 

Now, the Church Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church Parish enters the record, this formal 
expression of gratitude to GOD, that has ever been present in the hearts of our people, for this holy 
work HE has wrought in our midst. 

It is also the desire at the same time to record our gratitude and a mark of our appreciation, 
for the manifold good works accomplished by the Sisters, not only within the Parish, but outside the 
Church, especially among sick people and young children, bringing many sows to Baptism and to 
Confirmation. The good works the Sisters have done within the Parish are without number, and 
beyond our power either to set a value on or adequately to express our gratitude for. 

Among the Sisters are those particularly fitted to teach The Faith in our Church School, and 
these Sisters are there found every Sunday, faithful, efficient and effectual The Sister's [sic] Convent 
and its hospitality has been available for Retreat and Quiet Days for the women of the parish on 
numerous occasions; and the Sisters have extended their hospitality to include parish breakfasts 
following Sunday early Mass, for a long time. 

The care of the Altars and Sacristy has long been one of the loving works of the 

Sisters. 

The sick and the poor, the charge of whom Our Blessed Lord specifically committed to 
those who love HIM, have been faithfully visited by the Sisters, and have confronted and assisted by 
them. 

The influence of the Church has been brought into the lives of poor young girls who, except 
for the gentle and loving influence of the Sisters might never have known anything higher than the 
hard and unfit atmosphere of their home environment. GOD alone can follow and measure the effects 
of this loving influence thus implanted. 

When the Parish had need of funds beyond its ability to find, the Sisters found the funds and 
gave with liberal hands. 

For all these things so meagerly enumerated, we wish now to thank GOD and express our 
heartfelt gratitude. 

Most particularly dear to us., are the prayers the Sisters have unceasingly prayed for us, day 
by day and year by year, in their intercessions to our Dear Lord, for the Parish and its welfare, and for 
our people. Words cannot say what we would say. 
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May Our Dear Lord so will it, that the Sisters of The Tabernacle shall remain the center of 
prayer and good works among us, so long as CHRIST CHURCH shall stand. (Signed) THE 
WARDENS and VESTRY OF CHRIST CHURCH PARISH. 

The Sisters of The Tabernacle issued a four page monthly bulletin called "The Associate" 
from both St. Gabriel's Convent, 636 McCallie Avenue, Chattanooga, Tennessee, and St. Saviour's 
Convent, Sylvan Avenue and Carson Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut. There is no way of knowing 
how long this bulletin was issued, nor is there certainty that it appeared each month. I have 
assumed that it appeared on a monthly basis since there is on file, in the Reference Room of 
Chattanooga Public Library, copies for January, February, March, May, and June, 1931, issued 
from St. Gabriel's Convent, 636 McCallie, Chattanooga, Tennessee; and copies for July and 
August, 1930, issued from St. Saviour's Convent, Bridgeport, Connecticut. We do know that it did 
not appear for a year and a half, because in the July issue of 1930, from St. Saviour's Convent there 
is the following explanation: 

"The Associate" has been silent for a year and six months. Coverage was lacking to take up 
what was Mother Mary Gabriel's last task on earth. 

An epidemic of flu; sacrifice of self in nursing another; a life on the brink of death for five 
months; a rallying of physical strength which enabled us to move her From the heat of Chattanooga 
to the mountain air of Sewanee; a few weeks at the Hodgson-Emerald Hospital while the Sisters, at 
her request, made a trip to Bridgeport to see if all was well. On their return she was found in a stupor 
From which she never regained consciousness, but slept away, Sunday evening, August 11th, at the 
hour of De Profundis, when the Church prays for her holy dead. 

Father Flye was with her, and she had received our Blessed Lord that morning from Father 
Saumenig. She was carried to Chattanooga and laid before the high altar where eleven years before 
she had made her life vows. Solemn High Mass was sung in Christ Church, Chattanooga 9 a.m., 
Monday. Father Hams, Father Flye and Father Johnson being the Sacred Ministers. At her request, 
there were no flowers, but one lovely Cross of white gladioli given by "The Associates." On Tuesday 
her body was laid to rest in Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, by the side of Sister Mary Julian. Father 
Wilson, who had ministered to her so faithfully during her last long illness, said the final prayers just 
as the sun was setting. 

A noble soul devoted, brave, generous. May she rest in peace at last in the Light Eternal of 
His Love for Whom she gave her all. 

The mention of Father Gerome Harris as one of the Priests celebrating the Requiem Mass 
for Mother Mary Gabriel makes it necessary to point out that he was often at Christ Church during 
the summer months when he came home to Chattanooga on vacation. He was an "Associate" of 
The Sisters of The Tabernacle and seems to have known as much, (maybe more), about them than 
any person other than Father Robertson. 

In a letter, dated March 14, 1962, addressed to William M. Hogue, Port Deposit, Maryland, 
(who was working on a "History of Religious Orders of the Anglican Communion in America") 
Father Harris stated that the Community of "The Sisters of The Tabernacle," was a contemplative 
one, and its eventual aim was perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament when its number would 
permit. Father Robertson and Mother Mary Gabriel (Jessie Potter Tyler) drew up the rule for the 
Order under the guidance of Father Shirley Carter Hughson of the Order of the Holy Cross, using 
his "The Fundamentals of the Religious State," as a basis. 

The habit (according to Father Harris) included the scapular and a rosary worn on the girdle. 
The pectoral cross for the professed was embossed with Chalice and host. There was a three 
months postulancy a novitiate of one year, and three years in annual vows before life profession. 
"Mary" was part of the name of each member. 
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The minutes of the Chapter the Sisters of The Tabernacle, pp. 117 ff. give the following 
information: 

The first Convent, founded 1916, was St. Gabriel's 636 McCallie Avenue, Chattanooga, near 
Christ Church. The Sisters worked among children in the parish and attended services in the parish 
church where several pews were set aside for them. They also worked among colored people in the 
Mission of St. Mary the Virgin, East 8th Street, Chattanooga. In 1924 one of the Holy Cross Fathers 
became the Community's Chaplain, and that same year the Sisters asked the Bishop of the Diocese, 
James M. Maxon, to become their visitor. He would do so only on condition that the Sisters comply 
with the provisions of Canon 25 of the General Canons. After several years of discussion, the 
Community finally decided, in June, 1929, against asking for recognition under the Canon. 

Canon 25 (now Canon 51) dealt with the diocesan control of Religious Communities. To 
have accepted it, might have adversely affected the Sisters' Rule under some possibly 
unsympathetic Bishop in the future. Apparently this refusal on the part of The Sisters of The 
Tabernacle meant that they were never officially a part of the Diocese of Tennessee. I have heard 
stories from a few of the older parishioners of Christ Church which strongly implied that the 
Bishop Maxon was prejudiced against the Sisters -----one parishioner stated that the Bishop had 
been known to call them, on more than one occasion, "The Wildcat Sisters," This is difficult to 
reconcile with the account of ''the Profession of Sister Mary Anna, S. T." which appeared in "The 
Christ Church Reminder" the week of her profession, January 6, 1922. The article is quoted in its 
entirety. 

An event of nation-wide interest took place in the convent chapel of the Sisters of the 
Tabernacle last Wednesday. No more beautiful service has ever been held in Christ Church Parish 
than that of the profession of Miss Cornelia Cowan, who took her final vows with the Sisters of the 
Tabernacle and was given the religious name of Mary Anna. Bishop Maxon came officially to 
receive her vows and bless her and give her the full habit of a Religious in our Order of the Sisters of 
the Tabernacle. Father Robertson, the Chaplain, with the other sisters, presented her to the Bishop. 
Both the Chaplain and the Bishop made addresses, the Bishop's being especially happy, helpful and 
full of encouragement. He said with great effort he made this visit for three reasons -- first, he wanted 
to show his belief in and appreciation of the life of contemplation and prayer, that activity is the law 
of growth and prayer was one of the most active things we could do to cause growth in souls and 
throughout the Church. Second, he wanted to show his interest in the religious life. He thought we 
needed a great increase in professions and that it would mean a great deal to the Church and its work 
throughout the country. And, third, the Bishop said he wanted to encourage and show his interest in 
the dear sister making her profession. He felt with her what a great day it was in her life. The Bishop 
showed himself a true Father in God and every heart there was captured and bound to him. After the 
service those present asked for and received his blessing. The service marked the beginning of a new 
epoch in the South, and we want to ask the prayers of our friends that we may increase in numbers so 
as to carry on the special work for which the Order has been founded- --perpetual intercession. Just 
only four hours of particular intercessions are possible, but we hope to add gradually a sister for each 
of the 24 hours of the day, so that each minute of our dear God's day one may be found kneeling 
before Jesus present in our tabernacle. The sisters are able to care for and have plenty of room for a 
number of novices and constant prayers are offered for the testing of vocations here especially among 
Southern women. The sisters as well as the parish have assured the Bishop of their love, loyalty and 
prayers in all his undertakes. 

It is entirely possible that the Sisters felt that they would be refused recognition under 
Canon 25, and therefore had no intention of subjecting themselves to such embarrassment. 

It is also possible, (though there is no evidence since such conjecture is well founded) that 
the Sisters meant to transfer their interests to the state of Connecticut, for they established a second 
Convent there in 1925. They were offered, and accepted an old Convent attached to the Church of 
the Nativity in Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
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According to their Chapter records the Mother house and novitiate were removed there with 
the permission of the Bishop of Connecticut. It was evidently sometime after this move that Sister 
Mary Julian became Novice Mistress, the post which she held in the Order at the time of her death, 
June 18, 1928. 

The house which became their Bridgeport home had been built in 1864 as a choir school for 
the Church of the Nativity. It had been the first home of the Cowley Fathers in the United States. 
The Church became the Sisters' Chapel, and the nuns' stalls were still there in 1962. However at 
that time the property was held by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

As already related, Mother Mary Gabriel died in August, 1929. In the July 1930, issue of 
"The Associate" from St. Saviour's Convent, Bridgeport, Connecticut, there is the following "news 
item": 

Mary Michael, Sister Superior of St. Gabriel's, was elected as Mother Superior at a special 
called meeting of the Chapter on August 23rd. She was installed on the Feast of St. Bartholomew in 
the Chapel of St. Saviour's Convent, by Father Wilson acting for Father Robertson absent in Europe 

Evidently the Sisters spent the Christmas of 1930 in Bridgeport, for in "The Associate" of 
January, 1931, issued from St. Gabriel's Convent, Chattanooga, there is the following: "Christmas 
at St Saviour's was glorious. At the midnight Mass the Sisters' Chapel was crowded with the 
mission folk and outside 'the snow lay on the ground and stars shone bright,' just as we love to sing 
of the time of the Holy Birth. On the Day the sun shone, too, but the snow sparkled, full of tiny 
stars of its own. Many, many gifts were brought to the Convent by eager and loving friends." 

In the same issue of "The Associate," there is an announcement that, "St. 
Saviour's will be closed for the rest of the winter, and all the Sisters will be together in St 

Gabriel's Convent, except Sister Mary Anna, who will stay with a friend in Bridgeport and continue 
her work among the mission people." 

Evidently, "all the Sisters" meant Mother Mary Michael and Sister Mary Joseph and any 
other postulants or Novices they may have had (there is no record that can be found) since the 
deaths of Sister Mary Julian, and Mother Mary Gabriel had reduced the number of Sisters in life 
vows from five to three. 

But regardless of how many were present, the Convent of St Gabriel's was to be open 
during the summer of 1931, for in "The Associate," May, 1931, Volume IV, No. 9, there is this 
announcement: "St. Gabriel's will be open all summer." 

It is entirely possible that Mother Mary Michael was too ill to make the trip back to 
Bridgeport. For before Christmas of 1929 she underwent surgery and it was discovered that she was 
suffering from cancer. Just how long she was able to carry on the burden of "the Sisters of the 
Tabernacle" without help is a matter of conjecture, but evidently up to late June of 1931. There is a 
sort of legend about a "death-bed" Chapter Meeting at which Mother Mary Michael suggested that 
the. remaining Sisters of the Tabernacle, (Sister Mary Joseph and Sister Mary Anna) ask the 
Community of the Sisters of The Transfiguration at Glendale, Ohio to allow them to amalgamate 
with that Community. Evidently that is what happened for in a letter from Mother Louise 
Magdaline, Superior, Convent of the Transfiguration, Glendale, Ohio, dated March 30, 1962, the 
Reverend Mother writes: 

There is a record of the Annual Chapter, held July 8, 1931. At this meeting there were 
present the Rev. Father A G. Wilson, Acting Chaplain General, the Rev. Mother Mary Michael, 
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Superior, and Sister Mary Joseph. At this meeting it was unanimously decided to ask the Community 
of The Transfiguration to allow its Community of The Tabernacle to amalgamate with it. After the 
death of Mother Mary Michael, only Sister Mary Joseph remained to be received by the Community 
of The Transfiguration, as Sister Mary Anna was mentally ill and had to be placed in an institution. 

Dr. William M. Hogue, who has been mentioned before, contacted Father Arthur G. Wilson 
in 1962 in an effort to find out exactly what happened. Father Wilson's reply was from, Box 985 
Veteran's Home, Napa County, California, and was dated March 5, 1962. Father Wilson said, 
"Mother Beatrice (who was at that time Superior of The Sisters of The Transfiguration, Glendale, 
Ohio) and at least one other Sister of the Glendale Sisters drove down with me to Chattanooga, and 
it was decided that The Transfiguration should take over The Sisters of The Tabernacle, that the 
Chattanooga property of the latter Sisters would become the property of the Glendale Sisters, and 
that Sister Mary Gabriel (note, his memory was faulty, he meant Sister Mary Joseph) who wanted 
to continue the Religious Life, should live with The Sisters of The Transfiguration, altho' not 
become a member of that Order. As I remember it, the whole amalgamation was handled by the 
attorney for The Sisters of The Transfiguration, with, I think, Consultations with a Chattanooga 
attorney; and the Chaplain General of The Transfiguration, I am sure, was consulted." 

Sister Mary Michael died, July 23, 1931. On page 2 of The Chattanooga Times, Friday, July 
24, 1931 the following obituary appeared, 

ST. GABRIEL SISTER DIES IN SEWANEE HOSPITAL 

The Reverend Mother Mary Michael, S.T. died yesterday afternoon at 3:45 o'clock at 
Emerald-Hodgson Hospital, Sewanee, after an illness of several months. She was removed to 
Sewanee From St. Gabriel's Convent, 636 McCallie Avenue, two weeks ago. 

Mother Mary Michael was born in West Bay City, Michigan, the daughter of Frank and 
Eelen [sic] Hartford. Before entering the religious life her name was Miss Beatrice Hartford. 
Possessing a brilliant mind, a great capacity for friendship and a deep love for the poor she gave 
herself in loyal and unselfish devotion to religious work through which she had consecrated her life. 
She was especially interested in the children's work at Christ Church and the work of the Negro 
Mission, St. Mary the Virgin on East 8th Street, and gave tirelessly of her time and strength to both. 

Mother Mary Michael was the second Superior of the Order of the Sisters of The 
Tabernacle. She was professed February 2, 1920. The Mother founder, Mother Mary Gabriel died, in 
August, 1929. 

Requiem Mass and the burial office for Mother Mary Michael will be said at Christ Church, 
comer McCallie Avenue and Douglas Street, this morning at 9 o'clock Interment will take place in the 
family lot in Westview Cemetery, Atlanta, this afternoon. The services at Christ Church and at 
Westview Cemetery will be conducted by the Rev. Charles E. Wood, Vicar of Christ Church. Funeral 
arrangements are in charge of O'Donohue's. 

Sister Mary Joseph moved to the Convent of the Sisters of The Transfiguration, Glendale, 
Ohio, where she eventually took the habit of that Order. This ended the Order of The Sisters of The 
Tabernacle. Sister Mary Joseph died, December 12, 1934. The Bethany Home Chronicle, (a 
mimeographed bulletin issued by the Sisters of The Transfiguration) Volume 25, No. 4, December 
1934, carried the following notice on its first page: 

SISTER MARY JOSEPH R.I.P. 
Our dear Sister Mary Joseph died Wednesday morning, December 12, at five o'clock, - a 

peaceful death after a long and trying illness. She suffered a paralytic stroke in August and grew 
steadily worse, becoming entirely helpless and, for the last few weeks, not able to speak. Yet every 
morning, until very near the end, she awoke at six o'clock:, sometimes after a night of coma, and 
showed a great eagerness to be made ready for her daily Communion. The funeral and Requiem Mass 
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were held Thursday morning at nine o'clock. Father Lewis was assisted by Father Morgan and Father 
England with Mr. Wellman as acolyte. Burial was in the Sisters' lot in Oakhill Cemetery, Glendale. 

Sister Mary Joseph's name in the world was May Frances Gould and she was born at S1. 
Simon's Island, Georgia, June 13, 1854. Bishop Odenheimer of New Jersey confirmed her. After 
graduating From St. Mary's Hall, Burlington, New Jersey, in 1872, she was a teacher there for some 
years. In 1918, she was professed in the community of the Sisters of The Tabernacle, a contemplative 
order in Chattanooga, Tennessee. When this community was dissolved by the death of practically all 
of its members, she came to us and took our habit October 4, 193 1. 

Sister Mary Joseph's coming to us for the last three years of her life has been a blessing 
conferred on us. Our spiritual life is the richer and our ideas the higher for her sojourn with us. Called 
to the contemplative life, yet by an act of Divine Providence brought into the highly active life of the 
Transfiguration, she accepted the change with such marvelous grace that she made us feel it was her 
privilege to bear the burden of perpetual intercession for us, who at times seem unduly troubled about 
many things. I think of her as the embodiment of love - always loving, always gentle, always herself 
most lovable. The gentle "precious," said lovingly to any who spoke to her, joined us in her loving 
spirit to her "Precious Master," the words whispered most often in her last illness. We have 
entertained a saint in our midst - and we count most confidently on her prayers for us as she beholds 
the King in His Beauty, and take courage in running the race that is still before us. 

Mother Beatrice Martha. 

It is ironic that the history of this group of dedicated women that the city of Chattanooga 
and the Episcopal diocese of Tennessee were privileged to entertain in their midst should end with 
a copy of the following document, 

CONVOCATION OF KNOXVILLE 
 HAMILTON COUNTY 

Forest Hills Cemetery Association Certificate of Ownership, No. 2185 

Grantor: Sisters of The Tabernacle, Glendale, Ohio. 

Grantee: Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Tennessee. 

Date of Conveyance: November 24, 1943 

Consideration: Gift From Trustees of The Sisters of The Tabernacle, of Glendale, Ohio, to 
be used as the Bishop of said diocese may deem best. 

DESCRIPTION 

Lot 235, Section I (i) on the Plot of said Cemetery Grounds in Hamilton County, Tennessee, 
containing 240 square feet, more or less. 


