
This past summer I attended The Episcopal Youth Event and I met youth from all over the country and 
other parts of the world. While I was there all kids kept talking about was the General Convention in 
Indiana this summer. After I found out about it, I looked it up online and saw there was an application 
for the Official Youth Presence. I had no idea what the Youth presence was so I starting asking around, 
but nobody knew what it was. Finally, when I attended a Provincial planning meeting in December, 
Bronwyn, the youth director for the national church was there to speak to the youth about the General 
Convention Official Youth Presence. She described what is like and warned us of the stress and 
competition involved. I have always wanted to get involved with the national church and the politics 
involved, so I decided I would apply and hopefully I would be chosen. When I looked at the application I 
was so nervous. It took me about three weeks to finish the application and at that time I was not too 
worried about the competition. If I got chosen then great, but if I didn’t I knew God had a reason I would 
not be chosen.  The closer the deadline approached the more nervous I became. I started to get 
competitive and was asking around the EYE group to see who else applied. The day before we found out 
I went into a total panic. The competition had gotten the best of me and I could only think about if I 
would get in or not!  On Monday, February 6th I knew I would be receiving an e-mail from the Episcopal 
youth office.  The entire day I was not focused on my school work! All I could think about was that e-
mail that I would be getting. I found myself checking my phone after every period. Finally after the last 
period of the day I checked my phone and the email was there. I started panicking and I was so nervous 
to read it. As I opened the email and read the first line I broke into tears and was breath taken. Out of 
one hundred and four applicant from all over the world, I was one of the eighteen youth chosen to serve 
as a youth delegate for the 2012 General convention as part of the Official Youth Presence. I am so 
honored that I was chosen out of so many other youth that applied. I want to thank the entire Episcopal 
Church and this diocese for inspiring me to become a very involved youth in the Episcopal church, but 
most of all I want to thank Mother Robyn Szoke, Father Patrick Collins, Father John Morris, Pastor 
Jenifer Looker and my family for all of the moral support and inspiration! Thank you everyone so much 
and I look forward to attending General convention this July, and growing deeper into the church’s 
teachings and also deeper in my faith. I am so honored I can represent the youth’s voice in our diocese 
and the Episcopal Church.  

Peace and Love, 

David Kilp 

 


