
 
 

 
 Christian Responsibility for Those in Prison 
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REPRESENTATIVES AT CONVENTION: The Rev. Albert “Bo” Lewis and the Rev. 
Charles Fels 
 
RESOLVED, That this 28th Annual Convention of the Diocese of East Tennessee requests the 
United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives to support a bi-partisan 
United States Commission on Criminal Justice to examine whether the American prison system 
comports with Christian principles of responsibility for those in prison and to determine whether 
there are financially prudent alternatives which would limit the costs of incarceration and 
supervision while helping those convicted of crimes to return to productive lives as citizens; and 
be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That this Convention instruct its delegates to the 77th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church meeting in Indianapolis from July 5 to July 12, 2012 to seek a similar 
resolution in support of  a bi-partisan United States Commission on Criminal Justice; and be it 
further 
 
RESOLVED, That the Secretary of this Convention, without delay, transmit this resolution to 
the United States Senators and the United States Representatives from the State of Tennessee and 
urge their support for the United States Commission on Criminal Justice as swiftly as possible.   
 
EXPLANATION OF RESOLUTION: 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught his followers that Christians have a special responsibility 
for those in prison. He has led us to understand that Christians are to be merciful, just as God is 
merciful and that our duty is to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Indeed, Jesus urged us 
to love our enemies as we love ourselves.  These principles of a Christian life apply to those who 
commit crimes as well as those who are the victims of crime. [Matthew, chapters 5.43-46; 7.12; 
22.34-40; 25.35-40.]   
 
In the past thirty years, the United States has witnessed an explosion in the number of men, 
women and children who have been incarcerated for criminal acts. The number of adults in 
prison has quadrupled since 1980. The United States now has the highest documented 
incarceration rate in the world. We also have the highest documented jail and prison population 
in the world. With five percent of the world’s population, we have twenty-five percent of the 
world’s prison population.  
 
The direct costs are enormous. It costs more to hold a person in prison in Tennessee for a year 
than it does to send a student to the University of Tennessee.  
 


