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Rectorõs Report 
The Reverend Evan D. Garner 
 

I consider it a privilege and a pleasure to report to you that St. Johnõs is a healthy parish that is positioned for spiri-
tual, numerical, and financial growth. Taking advantage of that position, however, will require tremendous work 
and dedication in the years ahead. In my short time here, I have already discovered that the people of St. Johnõs are 
eager to grow as individuals and as a congregation, and I look forward to what the future will bring. 
 

As 2011 came to a close, I finished my second month as rector of St. Johnõs, which suggests that this is both an 
exciting time for me and the parish and a time of rapid learning and considerable adjustment for us all. Our time 
together is still quite new, and I continue to rely heavily upon the expertise and wisdom of the staff and parishion-
ers of St. Johnõs as I learn about this place and the ministries that happen here. Although this report is given after a 
short tenure, I hope it will articulate my sense of where we are and where we hope to go in the years ahead. 
 

By the Numbers 
In 2011, our average Sunday attendance was 191, which represents a 5% increase from 2010õs figure of 182. Like-
wise, the total number of people attending Sunday and weekday services increased by 3% from 13,235 to 13,600. 
The total number of parishioners at St. Johnõs declined slightly during 2011ñfrom 578 to 575. 
 

Outreach 
I perceive that outreach has long been a source of pride for this parish, but I believe we need to refocus our efforts 
and reclaim our identity as a parish that gives beyond itself. As individuals and small groups within the parish, we 
take part in many important outreach efforts in the local community and beyond. Our parish as a whole, however, 
needs to redefine its vision for ministering to those in need. Instead of many fractured efforts, I hope we can iden-
tify a common theme and unify those efforts to represent the work of the whole congregation. 
 

Stewardship 
St. Johnõs benefitted greatly from the work that our interim rector, the Rev. Michael òCorkyó Carlisle, did in the 
area of stewardship. As a testament to that work, the amount of pledged income increased from 2010 to 2011, and 
we have seen another increase this year. Our pledged income for 2012 represents approximately a 6% increase 
over the amount pledged in 2011. In this period of economic uncertainty, that represents a laudable achievement. 
Nevertheless, stewardship is an area in which we must continue to grow. Although pledges increased, we struggled 
to complete all of those pledges, and, at the end of 2011, we were over $30,000 short of the pledged amount. As a 
congregation, we depend upon the faithfulness of the members of this parish and need to remember the impor-
tance of first-fruits giving. In the years ahead, you will continue to hear me emphasize that stewardship is one of 
the primary ways that we can grow both as a parish and as individual Christians. 
 

Christian Education 
Before I arrived here, I perceived that Christian education was an area in which this parish wanted and needed to 
grow. Within my first few weeks, I learned that St. Johnõs is already a church that is replete with opportunities for 
individuals and families to plug in for meaningful Christian education. In addition to the Cursillo reunion groups, 
we offer eight weekly bible studies or other teaching opportunities for adults. Nevertheless, our participation in 
those offerings needs to increase. 
 

Rectorõs Report continues on page 2.   
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Rectorõs Report continued from front page.  
  

Children and Youth Ministries 
Although there are separate reports for each of these areas found below, I want to highlight our current status and 
recent progress in both children and youth ministries. St. Johnõs has articulated a desire for growth in programs for 
children and youth, and we have taken some steps to make that happen. With Kate Rickart as our director of chil-
drenõs ministries, we are able to identify new opportunities and take advantage of them in a way that was impossi-
ble before she joined the parish staff. Regarding youth ministries, I have begun the search for a youth director in 
earnest and hope to hire someone for that position by this summer. These areas of ministry, however, are only 
guided by the staff. Real progress is only achieved when the parish as a whole devotes its time and resources to 
help make these ministries successful. We are committed to life-long Christian formation and expect these areas to 
be central to our parishõs growth in the years ahead. 
 
Pastoral Care 
No area of parish ministry needs more attention than pastoral care. It can never be done well enough. It will never 
be finished. There will always be more work to do than we can accomplish, yet pastoral care is one of the most 
rewarding and enjoyable ministries in which a church family engages. We must take care of each other, and this 
church is a place that places great value on making sure that we do just that. If you or someone you know needs 
pastoral attention, please call the church and tell one of the clergy. Too often, needs go unmet simply because we 
have not heard about them. Most of the time, however, we are able to reach out to those in need. Ultimately, pas-
toral care cannot just be the work of the clergy. Whether the work of various guilds or committees or the work of 
individuals, pastoral care happens at St. Johnõs every single day. I encourage, therefore, each member of this parish 
to consider it part of his or her Christian service to reach out to those in needñto visit the sick, to give food to 
the hungry, and to pray for the people of this parish. 
  

Associate Rectorõs Report 
The Reverend Eric J. Liles 
 

Reflecting on the past year at St. Johnõs there is much for which to be grateful. It has been a year of ups and 
downs, of joys and sorrows but constant throughout has been the love and support of one another that so  
characterizes our church family. 
 

Pastoral Care   
I want to share with you all my sincere gratitude and appreciation for our shared ministry of  
pastoral care. In addition to and along side with the care offered by your clergy, many members of the parish have 
joined in love and support for those in need of pastoral care. Our Lay Eucharistic Visitors (Mary McKimmon, 
Sandra Pippen, Kelley Hayes and Wayne Patterson) brought communion to a dozen people once a month as well 
as many others in times of need throughout the year. Our prayer shawl ministry headed by Liz Griffin has  
supplied about a dozen prayer shawls this year. Our St. Anneõs, headed by Bunny Edwards and Annie Cornell, has 
been called upon too many times this year to provide food for families in bereavement. This guild has done an  
incredible job of caring for those in grief and providing hospitality here at St. Johnõs. Our Thinking of You  
Committee, headed by Annie Cornell, has provided many meals for those recovering for illness and the home-
bound. Thanks also to Muse Reed and members of the pastoral care committee for the care they have shown to 
homebound and others who have needed support and friendship. We also thank Ann Gebhart and the Flower  
Delivery Guild for making altar flowers available for all of these groups to deliver to those whom they visit. It has 
been a joy for me to deliver flowers as part of my ongoing ministry of pastoral care. 
 

Adult Education    
This year has seen a continuation of quality adult Christian formation at St. Johnõs. From  
Sunday morning classes to four different mid week Bible studies, to our Wednesday night programs and guest 
speakers, to our two wonderful EFM groups, we have had an abundance of opportunity for continued growth in 
our faith and learning. I am especially grateful to the Thursday morning co-ed Bible study group for their hard 



3 

 

work, study and wonderful questions during our conversations. This year we tackled the Hebrew Prophets and 
Second Temple Judaism including the Dead Sea Scrolls. I have thoroughly enjoyed preparing for and leading our 
learning about these important and interesting topics. I had a great time planning and teaching our Sunday morn-
ing series on Jesus in film, and co-mentoring our class of Year One EFM students along with Sandy Barr has been 
a tremendous blessing to me. 
 

Transition   
There were about six weeks this year when we were in between Corky and Evan. This time was one of the most 
gratifying periods of my ministry at St. Johnõs, because, through the incredible leadership of the staff, vestry and 
other lay leaders, I had very few extra challenges. I am proud of how St. Johnõs has continued to grow in love and 
service through the transition and I am excited to see how we will continue to thrive under Evanõs leadership and 
guidance. 
 

Community Garden and other Outreach   
One project I am particularly excited about is the new St. Johnõs Community Garden. During the fall of 2011, a 
group came together to explore this possibility and present it to the vestry. With the vestryõs approval and a grant 
from the Diocese, we are now working to gather community partners and plan to launch the building, planting and 
education portions of this project in the next few months. If you are interested in support the garden effort, please 
let me know. 
 

I am also very proud of the many other outreach efforts this year. There are too many to list here and several are 
likely to be reported elsewhere. We have supported the Sawyerville project, Tennessee Valley Outreach with meals 
and Toys for Children, and our newest ongoing project with the backpacks of food program has been a joy to see 
launched and carried out. There are lots of ways to get and stay involved in serving as Christõs hands and feet in 
our community and beyond. 
 

On a personal note, it has been my pleasure to use my discretion along with your generosity to support about a 
dozen organizations and about twenty individuals with rent, utilities, clothing, food, medicine and other needs. 
Thank you for your generosity to the clergy discretionary accounts, it is such a blessing to me to be able to help 
and support so many who are in need. 
 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your Associate Rector. Thank you to everyone for your continued 
prayers and support.   

 Senior Wardenõs Report 
Menine Rice 
 

What a grand year 2011 was at St. Johnõs.  At times it was like being on a roller coaster, but we made it through the 
ups and downs with Godõs help.  Corky helped keep the ball rolling through September, and then our glorious 
search committee presented us with Evan Garner! 
 

Even though we often felt at loose ends in our period of waiting, our Parish stuck together and became even more 
of a close knit family.  Many of us broke bread together every Sunday morning at the wonderful  
breakfasts prepared by various church members.  On Wednesday nights we often met for supper in the Parish 
Hall, and on most Sundays, either a covered-dish dinner or a Coffee Hour feast brought us together for fellowship. 
        

We sent youth and adult volunteers to Sawyerville to help provide a camp experience for those who had never had 
that chance before. We bought shoes for the needy for St. Nicholas Day, sent impoverished children to Camp Joy 
at Pine Ridge in the summer, and prepared lunch at the CCC òSoup for the Soul Kitchenó several times during the 
year.  A new project, Backpack Food Program, allows us to provide weekend food for children who might not 
have anything to eat outside of school breakfasts and lunches. The St. Johnõs Festival cleared $4,700+ which we  
presented to the Neighborhood Christian Center, and our children led us in other projects to help those less  
fortunate than ourselves.  These things, along with our budgeted support of the CCC, Sewanee, and the Episcopal  

Senior Wardenõs Report continues on page 4.   
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Senior Wardenõs Report continued from page 3.  
  

Center, made 2011 one of our most memorable years for Outreach, and it provided the glue which bound us  
together as a family. 
 

Christian Formation experienced increased participation this fall, too.  Whether it was due to having a new rector, 
or to the doughnuts freely accessible in the Rite-13 classroom we are not sure!  Nearly every weekday this past 
year, one could find a Bible study class in session at St. Johnõs.  Weõve had a menõs class, two womenõs classes, and 
a co-ed class, plus the youth have met for Bible study and breakfast every other Wednesday at SUNRISE. 
       

We reduced our outstanding loan balance by $60,000+ this year, hired a part-time Coordinator of Childrenõs  
Ministries, established an Episcopal Center Board to bring about better communication between our church and 
the Community Free Clinic and PACT, and we erected needed directional signage around St. Johnõs and at the  
Episcopal Center. 
 

There are still three important things that I would put at the head of a òTo Doó list for St. Johnõs.  One is to  
establish a rainy day fund (literally) to be ready when major repairs to our beautiful building are needed.  We are  
operating on borrowed time until a stained glass window needs repairing or another part of the roof springs a leak, 
and good stewardship requires that we be ready.  The second is to continue working to pay off our loan.  We still 
owe $442,739, and although it is slowly decreasing, the interest that we have to pay yearly on the loan is a substan-
tial loss to us.   The third important thing is to convince every parishioner at St. Johnõs to come to Sunday  
Christian Formation classes (and bring someone with you.)  We have such good classes, and the fellowship with 
fellow Christians is so good for our souls! 
 

I heard Bishop Parsley once say, òEpiscopalians are easily seduced with preserving the status quo--just being con-
tent with the upkeep of their buildings, but churches that sit still, quietly diminish.ó  I donõt think St. Johnõs just  
sat still in 2011, but, rather, forged staunchly ahead!  I thank all of you for keeping us going forward during this 
interim time when we could have so easily lost faith. 
 

Junior Wardenõs Report 
Glynn Tubb 
 

The Church building appears to be in an excellent state of repair. 
 

Regarding the Parish House, we had a flood in the area of the Sunday school rooms during the summer which was 
caused by a clogged drain. To solve the clogged drain we relocated (lowered) a drain pipe to avoid an overfilling of 
the main air conditioning holding tank.  The many leaks we had in 2010 have been reduced this year to about three 
locations.  The leaks will seemingly repair and then leak there anew or leak close by.  There are several places 
where the Parish House joins the Church or the office area that are reoccurring problems which need to be  
addressed in the coming year. 
 

The Episcopal Center has a flat roof that will eventually have to be replaced.  There are tears of the covering fabric 
that can only be patched, which we have repeatedly done this past year.  The leaks are not that significant and are 
not causing structural damage but are an irritant to the occupants.  The roof on the Episcopal Center building will 
need to be replaced in the not too distant future. 
 

The Grounds Committee was very active during 2011.  Much work went into new informational and directional 
signage around the campus.  Many people worked very hard to make this happen in time for visits by our rectorsõ 
candidates back in September.  I believe the new signage made a very positive and favorable impression on the 
clergy candidates and on our parish membership. 
 

A tree landscaping and depository subcommittee was created and is chaired by D.D. Martin.  This committee is 
well underway in its work and has already identified many locations where trees are needed and 42 trees have  
already been planted.  This will be an ongoing effort.  Trees may be purchased as memorials, gifts of thanksgiving, 
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etc.  The grounds will also contain several community gardens, the location of which will be coordinated with the 
tree planting effort so as to take the best advantage of sunny and shady locations. 
 

Our beautiful grounds continue to be a source of pride for us all! 

Childrenõs Ministries (5th grade and under) 

Kate Rickart 
 

Wow ! What a year it has been for the children of St. Johnõs.  Corky hired me as Coordinator of Childrenõs Minis-
tries beginning on Sept 1, 2011.  He told me I was responsible for òall living creatures, 5th grade and under.ó Even 
though that was my official start date, I believe that I have been working towards this job my whole life.  As a life-
long member of St. Johnõs, I have been active in EYC, as a youth and adult, been on the Outreach Committee, 
taught Godly Play and been involved with the Family Life committee.  I have spent most of my professional life 
working with children and their families at DHR and PACT.  This past May, a group of St. Johnõs Moms decided 
that we wanted St. Johnõs to be a place where kids wanted to come.  (It is no secret we have been losing kids on 
Wednesday nights to go elsewhere for fellowship.)  We knew we had to make it fun, but also something they could 
count on. For that reason, we began Episcokids Nights.  We met nearly every Wednesday night during the sum-
mer last year.  The kids had a blast!  We served dinner and offered an array of activities including a disco, water 
slide, movies, baking muffins, pool party, and board games.  With the momentum from our Episcokids nights, we 
decided that we needed to continue once school began.   In August we began a Childrenõs Choir and Outreach 
Ministry.  We continued meeting on Wednesday nights and restarted the childrenõs choir and began an inspiring 
list of outreach programs.  I believe the highlight for most of us was visiting the police station, fire station # 1 and 
the 911 center to deliver homemade treats for the 9/11 anniversary. 
 

EVERYONE  at St. Johnõs can support this ministry!  For this ministry to thrive, we need volunteers each week.   
I challenge each of you to think, òWhat can I do to support the childrenõs ministry at St. Johnõs?ó  Here are some 
suggestions-1) support our outreach activities 2) volunteer for childrenõs church a few times a year 3) join the  
Vacation Bible School committee 4) become a Sunday School teacher 5) volunteer for Vacation Bible School-we 
need help with photography, registration, snacks, set up and clean up, and programs 6) become the childrenõs choir 
leader or co-leader.   
 

I have really enjoyed seeing this ministry grow over the past year.  It would not have been possible without all the 
parents and volunteers who gave their time, ideas and energy to this ministry.   I cannot thank you all enough for 
that.  There is a place for YOU in the Childrenõs Ministry of St. Johnõs.   
  

Youth Ministries (6th - 12th grades) 

Ann Stewart and M.M. Tweedy  
 

2011 was an exciting year filled with joy and celebrations as well as great challenges.  St. Johnõs has an awesome 
youth group ð we minister to 6th graders through 12th graders (also called EYC, Episcopal Youth Community).  
The Youth and mentors meet Sunday mornings in two classrooms downstairs.  Along with the Journey to Adult-
hood curriculum, the youth discuss Sundayõs readings, and debate important theological questions over doughnuts 
(lots of doughnuts!).   
 

The Rite-13 (6th-7th) and Journey to Adulthood (8th-12th) programs provide a liturgical structure for the experience 
of young people to celebrate their individuality and their creative potential and to instruct them in the skills  
necessary for their successful adult participation in the church community and in society as a whole. The  
curriculum is designed to follow the obligations of our Baptismal Covenant. Christian Formation is a lifelong  
process and these curriculums are dedicated to giving young people a firm foundation on which to buildñincludes 
in-depth exploration into the self, society, gender, and spirituality. Weõve looked at spiritual gifts, sacraments, Bible 
study, prayer, rites of  passage, outreach ministries, and both serious and playful activities.  

Youth Ministries Report continues on page 6.   
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Youth Ministries Report continued from page 5.   
 

Along with Sunday mornings, the year is filled with opportunities to learn, grow, share, and serve.  We continue 
with some of our traditions and offerings:   

  

Serving as Acolytes, EYC Sunday evenings, and EYC Wednesday morning  
sunrise breakfasts,  Diocesan eventsñHappenings, New Beginnings, Sawyerville  
staff, Painting Birmingham; car wash fundraiser for Camp Joy, EYC Wednesday  
nights, Vacation Bible School volunteers, Camp McDowell Special Sessions staff,   
Rite-13 dinner and ceremony, senior recognition, Shrove Tuesday talent show, and  
cooking for the CCC soup kitchen.  
  

Weõve laughed, weõve cried, weõve played, and weõve worked, but most of all we have felt the love of Jesus in our 
midst.  We have good programs and the finest mentors.  We could not have done any of this without the support 
of our very committed volunteers and EYC parents.   
 

We thank all the adults who volunteer their time and energy to St. Johnõs youth; helping to raise the youth of our 
church in a Godly manner.  We pray 2012 will be another year full of fun and exciting experiences.  Areas we 
would like to pursue more actively with the youth are community outreach and social activities.  One of our objec-
tives is to hire a youth minister by the end of the summer.  As our youth group continues to grow in numbers, 
please commit to praying for them that God would help them to grow in faith.  Thank you for your prayers and 
support.    
  

Altar Guild  
Kristen Propst 
 

The Altar Guild is a group of thirty members called to serve God in a special ministry that prepares the vessels, 
vestments, and linens for our worship and cares for the altar and its furnishings.  This year, we welcomed two new 
members.  Our worshiping community moves through the seasons and the feasts of the liturgical calendar with 
our guild members offering their time and talents each week to prepare and tend our place of worship.  Our Guild 
includes Altar Guild Teams and Linen Guild. We appreciate the Dedications of the Communion wine, given to the 
glory of God in memory of loved ones, or in thanksgiving for particular people, or in celebration of special occa-
sions such as a birthday or anniversary, so the parish may share in our ministry.  

Flower Guild 
June Hall 
 

The flowers on the altar are a significant addition to the Sunday Worship Services because of their beauty and their 
symbolism.  They are given to the glory of God in memory of loved ones, or in thanksgiving for particular people, 
or in celebration of  a special occasion such as birthday or wedding anniversary.  Flower Guild is not a line item in 
St. John's budget; therefore we are always grateful for your offerings to the parish.  Your contribution enhances 
our worship services each and every Sunday. 
 

We have 25 members on Flower Guild and would love to invite anyone who can, or would like to learn how, to 
arrange flowers.  We have an apprenticeship program, and we are always helping each other.  Please consider join-
ing this year, we would love to have you. 
 

It is a pleasure working with such dedicated, talented, caring, generous, and reliable women.  We sure would like 
some men to join too! 
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Bread Guild 
Sharon Faison 
 

St. John's has been using real bread rather than wafers during communion since 2007. Real bread works much bet-
ter theologically and symbolically, from the baking of it to the breaking and sharing of it.  Our Bread Guild makes 
bread for the Sunday Holy Eucharist services, the Wednesday Healing Eucharist service, and any services in which 
we celebrate communion.  The Bread Guild consists of seven bakers:  Amy Calame, Sharon Faison, Jeff Leavitt, 
Larkin Martin, Mary McKimmon, Carolyn Price, and Nell Standridge.  Baking bread for our Holy Eucharist ser-
vices is a ministry we love, and we are honored to contribute in this way.  If you are interested in joining us on the 
Bread Guild, we would be grateful to welcome you.  Please contact Sharon Faison at (256) 565-5850.   

Thinking of You/St. Anneõs Guild 
Annie Cornell 
 

Thinking of You cooks and delivers a meal to parishioners in time of illness and to parishioners having lost a  
family member that is not a member of St. Johnõs.  We have served 2-8 meals a month.   
 

St. Anneõs Guild will prepare and serve a meal for the family (maximum of 40 people) on the day a funeral is held 
at St. Johnõs.  When the funeral service is not held at St. Johnõs, the committee will supply the bereavement meal if 
the deceased is a member of St. Johnõs or is a memberõs spouse, child, or parent so long as the deceased is not a 
member of another Decatur church.  The meal will be served at St. Johnõs or at the home of a family member of 
the deceased.  
 

For visitation at the church, the committee will supply coffee, tea, and ice water.  If the family declines the offer of 
the bereavement meal, very light refreshments may be served during the visitation.    
 

  

Family Life Committee 
Bunny Edwards 
 

The Goal of the Family Life Committee is to provide fellowship opportunities for St. Johnõs parish family.  
 

In February 2011, the committee worked with the office staff to coordinate the annual Parish Retreat at Camp 
McDowell.  Summer events included blueberry picking at the blueberry farm in Flint. After picking berries, com-
mittee member Renee Wenzler and the Episcokids returned to St. Johnõs to bake blueberry muffins. The following 
Sunday, committee members David and Menine Rice chaired a Blueberry Pancake Breakfast for the parish. The 
Parish Canoe Trip was chaired by Clint and Nicole Shelton.  Other 2011 activities sponsored by Family Life were a 
summer cookout, a Sunday covered dish lunch to welcome Evan and his family, and the Advent wreath workshop. 
 

Committee members are Amy Calame, Bingham Edwards, Carol Sandlin, Dana Baggette, Alyson Signa, David 
Rice, Janet Morgan, Joe Propst, Julia Roth, June Hall, Kale Dement, Kate Rickart, Menine Rice, Nancy Hagood, 
Nick Roth, Nora Hall, Pat Price, Margaret MacIlveen, and Rachel Wiley. Contact Bunny Edwards if you would like 
to join the Family Life Committee, 256-227-3760 or bunny1@hiwaay.net.   
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Balance Sheet as of 12/31/2011  

Assets    
Bank Independent $103,874 

Capital Campaign Fund 70 

Rectorôs Discretionary Fund 1,846 

Associate Rectorôs Discretionary Fund 1,112 

St. Johnôs Endowment 416,652 

Petty Cash 150 

Total Cash Assets  $523,704 
   

Episcopal Center Building $3,047,436 

Accumulated Depreciation -519,737 

Total Fixed Assets  $2,527,699 
    

Total Assets  $3,051,403 
    

Liabilities & Equity    

Accounts Payable-Vendors $15,426 

Payroll Taxes 1,683 

Pre-paid Pledges 50,764 

Bank Independent Renovation Loan 442,740 

Total Liabilities  $510,613 
Total Equity  $2,540,790 

Total Liabilities/Equity  $3,051,403 

Financial Summary as of 12/31/2011  

2011 Income/Expense Summary  

Income    

Pledge $518,856 

Non Pledge     19,558 

Trust     18,581 

Other       20,758 

Designated 197,175      

Total Income  $774,928 
    

Expense    
Outreach   $88,136 
Operations, Property, 
Debt Services, Programs 

  227,913 

Personnel 276,671 
Designated Expenses 166,835      

Total Expenses  $759,555 
    

Net Income in Excess of Expenses  $15,373 

Treasurerôs Report                                                                                                       D. Hall  

Renovation Loan Summary  

Renovation Loan Balance 12/31/10 $509,616 

Renovation Loan Payments 2011 66,876 

Renovation Loan Balance  $442,740 
  

  

2012 Budget (Proposed)  

Pledge $594,658 

Plate 10,000 

Non Pledge 10,000 

2011 Pledge 7,000 

Trust 20,600 
Total Income  $642,258 

  
  

Outreach $104,471 

Programs 41,450 

Property 137,720 

Operations 39,700 

Debt Service (Principal & Interest) 37,000 

Personnel 278,717 

Transition Expenses 3,200 

Total Expenses  $642,258 
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SQUEE BAILEY  
 
Lifelong member of St. John's. 
Former Sunday School teacher, 
Bible School Co-chair, Bake Sale 
chairman, Altar Guild chairman, 
served two Vestry terms,  
currently a member of the Altar 
Guild and the WEM Bible 
Study.  Employed by the  

Decatur-Morgan County Convention and Visitors  
Bureau as Sales Coordinator. Married to Foster  
Bailey and mother of two and grandmother of one. 

JUNE HALL  
 
I have been a member at St. John's 
for 35 years.  Ministries include:  
Chair person for Flower Guild and 
member of Family Life committee.  
Former involvement include:  
Stewardship Chairman, Lay  

Eucharist Minister,  Sunday School Teacher for children 
and special needs adults, vestry , Jr. and Sr. Warden,  
delegate to Diocesan Convention, Cursillo, Cursillo staff,  
reunion group, EFM graduate, and volunteer for  
Sawyerville.  Goals: Growth in the youth of our church.  
Focus on communication with member's concerns to the 
vestry.  St. John's Outreach inside and outside the church. 

SUE HENNESSY  
 
A member of St. John's for 10 years. 
Taught Sunday School and children's 
church. Current member of flower guild, 
"Thinking of Youó committee and A 
colyte team leader. Volunteer at the 
Community Free Clinic as a  
Registered Nurse. Attend St. John's 

women's bible study (evening class). Am a Board member 
of Decatur High's PTA and chair the Academic Booster 
Club. Currently working as the Practice manager at Decatur 
ENT, Associates and Renaissance Facial Plastics. Enjoy 
spending time with my family, watching football and cook-
ing. Married to Pat and have two children Mac and Lanier. 
They are my greatest accomplishments! 

BOBBY GREENE  
 
As a child I was baptized and 
confirmed in Grace Episcopal 
Church, Ocala, FL.  In 1972 
Lou and I were married here at 
St. Johnõs, and moved to 
Tampa, FL.  In 1975 we moved 
from Tampa to Courtland, and 

I transferred my membership to St. Johnõs shortly 
thereafter.  Over the past thirty plus years I have served 
as a Sunday school teacher of both children and adults, 
acolyte master, lector, LEM, stewardship chairman, 
vestry member three times, and both junior and senior 
warden.  Lou and I have four grown sons (all of whom 
were baptized at St. Johnõs), and are now enjoying our 
first grandchild Lou Lou and looking forward to our 
second in April. 
 

Weõve lived on the family farm near Courtland since 
moving to Decatur, and Iõve been employed by Ser-
vico, Inc., a cotton gin, seed processing and warehous-
ing operation since 1975. 
For the past ten years Iõve served as a member of the 
Board of Directors of Water Missions International, a 
non-profit Christian engineering ministry which pro-
vides safe water solutions to the needy in over forty 
countries, and Iõm a member of the Decatur Rotary 
Club. 

BILL MIDDLETON  
 
I have served two terms on vestry,  
served as Lay Eucharistic Minister, 
Acolyte team leader, EYC leader, 
usher, outreach committee  
member, and compensation  
committee. I have been a member 
of St Johnõs since 1984. 

 

The nominees for St. Johnõs Vestry Class of 2014   

 
We give gratitude and thanks to our outgoing  

Vestry Class of 2011  
Bingham Edwards; Margaret Fite; Danny Morgan; Menine Rice, senior warden;  

and Nicole Shelton.   

Vestry Nominees continue on page 10.  
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CHUCK PUCKETT  
 
Attended St. John's for 13 years, join-
ing the church in 1999. For most of 
that time, I have served as a Lector, 
and became a member of the choir 
shortly after becoming a member of 
the church. I have occasionally led a 

Sunday School class, and completed two years of the 
Education for the Ministry (EFM) course. I have served 
on the Worship Committee that Richard Lawson  
established. I am a playwright and an actor, and many 
may recall the musical I wrote "Last Exit To Sinai", that 
was performed at the Princess in a production that  
involved members of St. John's, Good Shepherd as well 
as our sister church in Tortworth, England. I am married 
to Carol, and we have three children: Rosemary, Ruthie 
and Lily. I have worked as a software scientist at  
Intergraph for 33 years. 

PAT PATTERSON PRICE  
 
I am married to Steve Price, and I 
have been a member of St Johns 
since 1990.  I have served in the  
following positions:  Christian  
Education Director, EYC leader, 
Lay Eucharistic Minister, Lector, 

Bake Sale Co-chairman, Stewardship Co-chairman, 
Member of ECW, Flower Guild, Girlsõ Bible Study 
Leader, Family Life Committee, Community Free 
Clinic Volunteer, and Cursillo Lay Rector. 
 

In the community, I am on the board of FACES,  
Volunteer Center, Wheeler Basin Library Foundation, 
and a past board member of American Cancer Society, 
American Heart Association, and Decatur General 
Guild. 

CASSANDRA MOORE 
 
A member of St. John's since 
the early 1980s.  I am a Team 
Leader with Altar Guild, 
have taught Sunday School, 
volunteered at Bible School 
from the nursery to the 
kitchen, worked with ECW 

on bake sales, rummage sales, and various other 
projects, and led EYC (both junior and senior).  
I teach senior English at Athens High School, 
where I have been for 28 years: teaching, tutor-
ing, working with clubs and cheerleaders,  
chaperoning dances, field trips, and tours, and 
sponsoring both the freshman and the senior 
classes at different times.  I will retire this May 
and hope to spend time volunteering and  
traveling with my husband, Harry. I am the 
mother of four adult children and six  
grandchildren, for whom I cook lunch most 
every Sunday.  

  

The remaining Vestry members who will serve with the new members are:   
 

Class of 2012  
D. Hall, Al Hornsby; Glynn Tubb, senior warden; and Hagler Wiley. 

 
Class of 2013    

Dana Baggette; Kristen Propst; Luke Slaton; Jim Smith;  
and John Thornton, junior warden.  

  

Margret Ann Templeton, clerk for the Vestry.  

CAROL SANDLIN  
 
I have been a member of St. John's 
since 1978.  Married to Steve Sandlin, 
owner of Payless Pharmacy.  I have 2 
daughters, Allison and Mary  
Katherine, who were both baptized 
at St. John's. Allison is a priest at St. 

Thomas in Huntsville, and she is married to Eric, our 
associate rector. Mary Katherine lives in Birmingham.   
 
Over the last 30 years, I've served on almost every 
committee and chaired many of them. I've taught Sun-
day School, co-chaired Bible School, search committee, 
and bake sales. I've been on Altar guild for over 30 
years. Over the last 15 years, I have been on the  
vestry twice and was Senior Warden the last time I 
served. 
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KAREN SMITH  
 
Member at Saint Johnõs for 24 years or 
so; a cradle Episcopalian baptized and 
confirmed at Trinity Episcopal in Red 
Bank, New Jersey, and attended All 
Saints Episcopal in Greensboro, NC, 
and was married there. Currently vol-

unteer as Rite-13 Sunday School teacher, and  
Acolyte team leader.  Have previously served on Bread 
delivery group, and Vacation Bible school.  I have 
worked for the City of Decatur Planning  
Department for 22 years.  I am active in many school 
PTAõs, and booster organizations, Decatur Youth Soc-
cer Board left in 2010, and current United Way Board 
member.  

RENEE WENZLER  
 
Our family has been members of St. John's 
since 2005.  I am married to Lance A. 
Wenzler.  We have been married since 
March 12, 2004.  Together we have six 
children.  Our children are Sarah(23 yrs), 
Katey(17 yrs), Lauren(17 yrs), Lulu(15 yrs), 
Kate(15 yrs) and Davis(14 yrs). My daugh-
ter Sarah is getting married at St. John's on  

December 30, 2011. She will be Mrs. Brandon Savage soon.  
 
I work at the Wenzler Agency as an employee benefits  
specialist.  I have been a licensed insurance agent since 
2001. I am a member of Decatur Assembly and Decatur 
General Foundation. 
 
Joining St. John's was the most important decision that 
Lance and I made for our family.  I was honored to be a 
part of the Search Committee this past year.   
 
I have been able to get to know the youth by cooking 
breakfast with Karen Sawyer and M.M. Tweedy. The EYC 
breakfast started out as something we were going to try and 
now our youth look forward to seeing each other twice a 
month.  We have a lesson and eat breakfast together. I have 
helped cook and serve the Wednesday night dinners in the 
past few years, too.  
 
I made a resolution that church and family were most im-
portant to me, and I would give my best to both. I have had 
so many wonderful experiences and have met so many great 
people that I consider familyñSt. John's is a blessing to me. 

CLINT SHELTON  
 
I grew up in Decatur and went to 
First Presbyterian Church. When my 
wife Nicole and I were moving back 
in 1993, she said we are coming to 
your hometown so we will attend my 
church.  I have wonderful memories 

of First Pres., and though it took a while to get used 
to the service, I now love St. Johnõs. 
 
I served on the vestry before and would like to do so 
again. I want to be a part of new leadership and help 
Evan, Eric and the vestry develop and implement a 
vision for our church. I currently serve on the family 
life committee which consists of making one phone 
call for the almost annual Elk River canoe trip. 
 
I am the publisher of The Decatur Daily. I serve on 
the United Way board and am chairman of the Salva-
tion Army Advisory Committee and Decatur Beautifi-
cation Committee.  I have twin 17-year-old sons who 
are juniors at Woodberry Forest in  
Orange, Va. 

MARY MARGARET òM.M.ó TWEEDY 
 
Member of St. Johnõs for the past 26 years.   
2 daughters - Katy Mac & Liza Lee Tweedy. 
Past Activities ð LEM, CCC Meals,  
Happening Helper, Womenõs Enrichment 
Bible Study, and Cursillo.  Current Activities 
- Thinking of You Cooking Committee, 

Sunday School Teacher, EYC, and Cursillo Staff 2012.   
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St.  

Johnõs 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH   
 
202 Gordon Drive SE 
Decatur, Alabama  35601 
 
Schedule of Services  
Sunday childcare, 7:45 a.m. 
Sunday, Holy Eucharist, 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
Sunday Breakfast, 8:45 a.m.-9:30 a.m.  
Sunday Christian Education, 9:30 a.m.  
Wednesday Healing Eucharist, 12:10 p.m.  
www.stjohnsdecatur.dioala.org  

www.facebook.com/stjohnsdecatur 

  

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday  
9:00 a.m.ñNoon; 1:00 p.m.ñ4:30 p.m. 
Friday 9:00 a.m.ñNoon 

  

p    256-353-9615 | f   256-350-0514  

http://www.stjohnsdecatur.dioala.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsdecatur

