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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

     Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ. (Ephesians 3:8) 
 
I just finished reading an article by Brennan Manning. Man-
ning is a Franciscan Priest, writer, and minister to the poor. 
In the late 1960s he left the Franciscan order in order to 
spend time among poor people in Europe, including a stint 
as a voluntarily prisoner in a jail. He also spent six months 
alone in the Spanish desert in a cave, not far from Zaragoza 
– a town where thousands of people reside.  It was during 
this solitary retreat that he had a powerful encounter with 
the Crucified and Risen Jesus Christ. There's an account of 
Manning's “Epiphany” experience on his home webpage: 

 
On a midwinter’s night, he 
(Manning) received this word 
from the Lord: “For love of 
you I left my Father’s side.  I 
came to you who ran from me, 
who fled me, who did not want 
to hear my name. For love of 
you I was covered with spit, 
punched and beaten, and fixed 
to the wood of the cross.” 
Brennan would later reflect, 
“Those words are burned into 
my life.” (Home – Brennan 
Manning, para. #6, http://
brennanmanning.com/) 
 

Manning's whole life reverberates with an assured sense of 
Jesus Christ's unconditional love for the world, for all peo-
ple, and for him as a person. He visibly believes in body, 
mind, and soul, that the blazing light of Jesus Christ's love 
cannot be shuttered or dimmed. It is simply “there,” espe-
cially when we set aside everything else that we think is of  
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value and instead eagerly search for God's Love. 
True Christian love cannot be found in palaces of 
power or shadowy corners of self-involvement. 
Rather, we find Christ in simple acts of childlike, 
innocent kindness as well as the day-to-day actions 
of our lives when and where we chose to set aside 
something of our own choosing for the moments 
wherein we share Christ's compassion who would 
otherwise not know of it. 
 
A couple of questions come to mind for me as I re-
flect upon Manning's writing and work during 
“Ordinary Time” (The Season of Epiphany – Jan. 6, 
2012 – Feb. 21, 2012). “Where and/or how will I 
find Jesus' love “really real” this time around? Fully 
understanding that there is nothing that I can do to 
earn Jesus' love, how might I discover the gift of 
Christ's Love as the Magi did?  Will I be able to ex-
perience the ripples of Jesus' baptismal waters in my 
own life somehow. I hope so, I hope that you do too. 

Epiphany – manifestation – of God's love should 
seemingly be something that we strive to discover 
but perhaps we don't because we're too afraid, too 
uncertain, too prideful, too captivated by the world's 
bright lights and big cities. Perhaps the reasons for 
such distractions are much too plentiful to describe 
in this short note. Regardless, now that Christmas  

has passed and we're taking the outside lights and 
wreaths down, how might it be that we as people and as 
a parish will diligently continue to seek Christ in our 
midst. Isn't it reassuring to believe that our worth in 
Jesus eyes is not solely based upon our righteousness. 
It is our willingness to allow Jesus Christ's dazzling 
light to be at the center of our hearts that shapes the 
course of our Christian faith. 
 
St. James embarks on new adventures in January of 
2012. We will allow activities at St. Luke to lie fallow 
for some time even as we partner with the diocese, and 
others to re-purpose that parish's programs and minis-
tries to Sayler Park and nearby communities. We will 
make improvements to our heating and cooling system 
just as we will more intensely brainstorm and act upon 
what we can do to more visibly manifest Jesus Christ's 
love to our neighbors here in Westwood. In very practi-
cal yet Franciscan-like ways, this month provides us 
ample opportunities to share the warmth of Jesus 
Christ's love with people who live near us during Janu-
ary's cold, dark and often lonely days and nights. 
 
Brennan Manning writes:  Nothing must interfere with 
proclaiming the Good News of Eternal Life and helping 
people to a way of life that would enable them to grow 
toward eternity – a wayof peace and justice, with room 
for human dignity to be recognized and for love to 
blossom. (B. Manning, Reflections for Raggamuffins, 
January 5) 
 
My prayer is that we will be open to Jesus Christ's 
Grace in brilliant and bold ways even as we do what 
we can to be agents of his mercy, justice, and compas-
sionate love. 
 
Blessings Along The Way, 
 
Jim+ 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
Services in January 

 
  Sunday, Jan. 1       8 AM    No Service 
    2 Christmas       10 AM    Rite II Eucharist 
                                               Nursery, Coffee Hour 
  The Rev. William                                                                              
   Scrivener 
 

  
  Sunday, Jan. 8       8 AM  Rite I Eucharist 
     1 Epiphany         9 AM  Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. 
                                               Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                                 10 AM  Rite II Eucharist 
                                              Grade Sch. Sun. Sch 
                                              Nursery, Coffee Hour 
 
   Sunday, Jan. 15     8 AM  Rite I Eucharist     
      2 Epiphany       9 AM   Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High                                        
                                             Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                               10 AM  Rite II Eucharist  
                                             Grade Sch. Sun. Sch. 
                                            Nursery, Coffee Hour                                                   
  
 Sunday, Jan. 22      8 AM   Rite I Eucharist 
   3 Epiphany           9 AM  Sun. Sch. Jr. & Sr. High   
                                              Sun. Sch. For Adults 
                                10 AM   Rite II Eucharist                                         
                                              Grade  Sch. Sun. Sch.           
                                              Nursery, Coffee Hour 
                                            
Sunday Jan. 29         8 AM   Rite I Eucharist 
   4 Epiphany           9 AM   Sun. Sch. Sr. & Jr. High 
                                              Sun. Sch. For Adults        
                                10 AM   Rite II Eucharist, 
                                              Grade Sch. Sun. Sch.            
                                              Nursery, Coffee  
                                               Hour  
            

     DEANERY EPIPHANY SERVICE 
JANUARY 6TH AT ST. STEPHENS 

 
Everyone is invited to the Cincinnati West Deanery 
Epiphany Service at St. Stephen’s on Friday, January 6 at 
7 PM. Fr. Jim Strader will be preaching; Fr. David Bailey 
will be celebrating. After the service we will observe the 
Burning of the Greens ceremony on our grounds. Every-
one is invited to bring clippings from your holiday greens 
to be added to the bonfire! For additional  
information, please contact St. Stephen’s at 513-522-8628 
or office@ststephens-cinci.org  

 
   Monthly     
  Meetings 
        JANUARY 
 

ECW: The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will be 
meeting on Thursday, January 5, in the Vestry Room 
at 11:00 AM.   The business meeting  will follow.    
Bring a sandwich for lunch.  The dessert and beverage 
will be served by the hostesses, Dottie Wilson and 
Carol Schneider.  Newcomers are always welcome 
and should tell one of the hosts if they plan to attend 
or contact  ECW President, Dottie Wilson, at 922-
8055.   
 

N OR M CLUB:   The N or M Club will  be  meeting  
at 6:00 PM on Wednesday, January 18, at the Cleves 
Drive Inn.  They need two volunteer hosts to call all 
current members for reservations  and be willing  to 
take reservations from newcomers.  They  would also 
make the decision to cancel if the weather becomes 
inclement. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSINGS IN JANUARY 

The St.. James Church Office will be closed on Mon-
day, January 2 for New Year’s Day, and on Monday, 
January 16, Martin Luther King Day. This allows our 
employees to spend time with their families during the 
holidays.  If you should have a pastoral emergency on 
January 2, please call the Rev. William Scrivener at  
232-0949. 

2011 CHRISTMAS OFFERING GIVEN TO 
THREE PANTRIES 

  The 2011 Christmas Offering totaling $770.00 has                   
been given to three area food pantries,  Our 
Neighbor’s Place and  Westfed Pantry in Westwood , 
and Manna Pantry in Price Hill.. 

February Journal Deadline is  
January 14th 

The February issue of the St. James Journal will be 
going to press on Saturday, January 14 and that is 
the absolute deadline for all news items for this 
issue.  Please see  Julaine Mokren on Sundays, e-
mail her at  2RJMokren@fuse.net or call her at 
451-3251.   

murrayj
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WESTFED FOOD PANTRY 
  

The Westfed Pantry is located at Grace Lutheran School at the corner of Boudinot  and 
Verdin Avenues. The Pantry served  71 clients on December 15.   The pantry will open its 
doors on the LAST TWO THURSDAYS OF JANUARY, January 19 and 26th, from 
1:30 to 2:30 P.M.  St. James is one of seven local churches, along with the Gamble Nippert 
YMCA, involved with this project t. When you are doing your weekly grocery shopping, 
don’t forget to pick up a couple of extra items for WestFed.  Our parishioners are asked to 

bring the following items for January:  CEREAL, TUNA & CRACKERS AND  BROWN PAPER BAGS 
and place them in the Narthex on January 8, 15, 22, or 29. 
        

Other Outreach Opportunities 

• We are still collecting for the 2 Cents a Meal program. Half of the money collected goes to area food pan-
tries and the other half goes to the Ohio Network for Hunger in Columbus. If you eat three meals a day, 
that only costs you six cents a day or 42 cents per week.  If you only eat two meals a day, it costs you four 
cents a day or 28 cents per week. A can for your donations is on a small table in the Narthex. 

• Our Administrative Assistant handles diaper requests when families call looking for assistance, as well as the 
distribution of bus tokens.   We are really in need of wipes and diapers  (Sizes 3, 4 , 5 and 6) 

OUTREACH  

Interfaith Hospitality Network At 
Christ Church Glendale 

 

A 2011 draws to a close and a new year is upon 
us, heartfelt THANKS are given to the many St. 
James parishioners who served this past year as 
volunteers for Interfaith Hospitality Network, 
the program for homeless families in Greater 
Cincinnati.  St. James certainly lived up to their 
role as a Support Congregation by providing 
food, dinner hosts, activities for children and 
families and overnight volunteers at Christ 
Church Glendale, a Host church for the IHN 
program. 
  
We now have a list of new 2012 dates when 
Christ Church Glendale will again be a Host 
Church and we at St. James can offer our help as 
a Support Church.  The first  date in 2012  is 
JANUARY 7. 
      
The sign up sheet for the January 7 date has 
been posted for a few weeks on the outreach 
bulletin board.  New volunteers are welcome and 
needed. 

NEXT COMMUNITY SUPPER 
IS JANUARY 26 

   
      
The next Community Supper is Thursday, January 26, from 
5:00 to 6:30 PM.   This will be the first supper this year.  At 
our twelfth supper in 2011 held on December 15, we 
served ham, macaroni & cheese, stewed tomatoes, green 
beans, rolls and dessert to 78 neighbors and 25 volun-
teers.     
     Donations of volunteer time or food are needed each 
month.  There is no way  we can say enough about the hard 
work, diligence and generosity of the volunteers whose help 
makes this monthly suppers happen..  
     Help is needed to set up the dining room, cook the food, 
greet the guests, set up the beverages, take food orders at the 
kitchen door, set up desserts and serve them, clean up the  
dining area as needed, re-set place settings and wipe off tables 
as needed,  wash dishes, etc., and clean up the Hall after the 
supper is over. 
     A list of  foods that are needed for the suppers is posted 
each month in Lu Dunn Hall on the wall near the fire escape.  
You can sign up for whatever amount you can give. 
     We have  already selected  the menu for January—
Vegetable  lasagna, tossed salad, rolls, fruit and dessert.   
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Anita and Michael Dohn 
Missionaries in Health Ministries 
December, 2011  Mission E-mail   {89} 
Web-site:    http://dohnfamily.org 
E-mail:        DohnFamily@sams-usa.org 
 
Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as 
South  American Missionary Society missionaries 
with La Iglesia Episcopal Dominica at the dioce-
san Clinica Esperanza y Candad.  They live along 
the southern coast in San Pedro de Macoris  in the 
Dominican Republic. 
 

People behind the numbers … 
 

This time of year we count a lot of things for 
the yearly reports: the number of patient visits to the 
Clinic; the number of confidential HIV tests and how 
many had positive results; the number of health pro-
moter workshops and number of attendees; etc. 

While the numbers tell us something about the 
year’s activity, they don’t tell us much about the im-
pact of this ministry. 

We recently made two  short videos (about 5-6 
minutes) in which people living with HIV talk about 
what the Clinic’s health ministry has meant to them. 
One video addresses the Clinic’s HIV/AIDS care pro-
gram and the other video the AIDS support groups 
that the Clinic started.  

 You can get to them from the home page at our 
website (www.dohnfamily.org) or go to YouTube 
and search ‘DohnFamily’ to find them. 

It is the experiences of people like those in the 
videos that attest to the power of this ministry to re-
store people’s lives. 
  
Keep praying, Anita and Michael  
  
  
 
 
           
 
 
 

FROM YOUR HEALTH MINISTRY 
Marian Riestenberg 

 
FLU PREVENTION 

 
Flu is a serious contagious disease that affects all ages, 
and can lead to hospitalization and death. There are 
some very simple steps that can help prevent the spread 
of flu germs: 

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue away after‐
wards. Even better: cough or sneeze into the 
crook of your elbow! 

Wash your hands OFTEN with soap and water. If 
none are available, use an alcohol‐based hand 
rub. Teach you children the correct way to 
wash their hands. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 
If you have flu‐like symptoms stay home to avoid 

sharing your germs! 
Remember the flu is not just a bad cold, but is a very 
serious illness. 
 
A special thank-you to all those that helped send 
Christmas cheer to our homebound parishioners. A to-
tal of 206 cards were mailed! Thank you for sharing 
your love. 
 
Look for new programs in 2012 from your Health 
Ministry: 
 
Wellness/Fitness program in conjunction with our 
neighboring YMCA. More details to follow in future 
bulletins and the February Journal. 
 
Revitalized Friendly Visitor/Lay Eucharistic       
Minister Program for our homebound parishioners. If 
anyone is interested in participating please contact 
Marian at church for more details. 
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Joy and Concern 
 

Please remember the following parishioners or 
their family or friends in your prayers. Linda 
Beth Allen,  Alan Avery, Carl & Darrell (Pam 
Peak’s cousin & friend), Ron Cayless, Charlie 
Jenkins (Tamara Jenkins’ son), Albert Dewar, 
Frank Fall family, Caryolyn & Clifford Fehr, 
Ward Garrabrant, Amy Hayward, Thlma 
Hughes, Alex and Bea Kent Ted and Sue 
Krug, Bernice Lacy, Angela Lindemann, 
Dorothy Lenhart, Mike,and Gene, Bob and 
Julaine Mokren, Dorothe Murphy, Alison 
Nunnery’s family, Oliver, Earl Oakes, Diane 
Patton, Scion Predmore, Brian Shuh, Jean 
Smith, Albert & Julia Speckert, Katy Staneki, 
Fr. Jim & his family, Peter Strunk, Lee Suman 
Tina, Kyra Vogt, Hazel Whited, the Judd 
Family.     The sympathy of  the parish is ex-
tended to the family of  Kay Thomas,  who died 
on November 21 at  Dearborn County Hospital .  
A Memorial Service was held on the morning of  

December 3 at  St. James.  
The sympathy of  the parish 
is extended to Carol and 
Paul Schneider and her 
family in the death of  her fa-
ther, Glenn Mobley,  on De-

cember  2 in Wilmington, OH.  The funeral ser-
vice was held on December 6 in Wilmington. The 
sympathy of  the Parish is extended to the family 
of  Ruthann Shaw, who died on Christmas Eve, 
December 24.  The memorial service was held the 
morning of  December 31 at St, James. 

 
REMINDER ABOUT OUR PRAYER CHAIN   

If you or someone you care for  would like to be 
prayed for in addition to our regular interces-
sions, please call the Parish Administrator, or 
tell a member of the prayer chain. Your request 
will be sent along the chain and the amount of 
detail you wish to give is up to you.     

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

    1   Jeannette Baltes              12 Surinder Ram 
    2  Kenneth Mahler              19  Paul Maus 
    3  Christopher Lindemann  28  Brad Kent          
    3  Julie Murray                    28  Shirley Lutz   
    6  Jasmine Prasad                28  Cecilia Sukhai 
    6  Marian Riestenberg         29  Katie Schaeffer 
    7  Michele Evans                30  Megan Murray 
   10  Sue Stanton                    31  Thelma Hughes 
                    

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
                      2    Dave & Barb Taber 
                       
                        Special Prayers 

For Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Each Sunday at the announcements, those who are      
present and are celebrating birthdays or wedding          
anniversaries that week are invited to come forward 
to receive a prayer and blessing.  If your name does 
not currently appear on the monthly birthday and 
anniversary list in The Journal, why not call the 
church office and tell us so that we can list your    
special date.  We promise not to tell your birth year. 

 

New Altar  
Flower Chart in 
 Lu Dunn Hall 

The 2012 Altar Flower 
Chart is posted on the 
bulletin board  in Lu 
Dunn Hall.   There are 

openings on January 8, 15, 22 and 29th  for altar 
flowers which we use during Epiphany    Please 
sign up to place flowers on the altar as a memorial 
or in honor of or in thanksgiving or celebration of 
an event.   After you have signed the chart, please 
see Altar Guild treasurer Julaine Mokren about de-
tails. The cost for altar flowers  is $18.00. Checks 
may be made payable to The Altar Guild of St. 
James and given to Julaine Mokren. 
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Annual Reports due January 15 
 

All committee chairpersons and  presi-
dents of  church organizations are asked to 
submit an Annual Report for 2011 to the 
church office by January 15 in print or 
January 22,  if  sent electronically, to Deb 
Pitel in the church office. The report 
should also include your financial activity 
if  you have an account that does not be-
long to the church.  If  we do not receive 
your report, your group will not be repre-
sented in the printed Annual Report.  The 
Report will be ready in the Narthex by 
January 29 giving each member of  the 
congregation two weeks to read the report 
prior to the February 12 Annual Meeting.  
 
ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 12 

 
The Annual Meeting of  the St. James 
Congregation will be held on Sunday,   
February 12, starting at 11:30 am in Lu 
Dunn Hall.  Please note that the meeting 
will get underway after a brief  intermis-
sion following the 10:00 am service.  If  
you   attend the 8:00 am service that day, 
please make sure that you have returned 
to the Church by 11:30 so that you don’t 
miss the opening of  the meeting and your 
chance to vote.  A snow out date of  Feb-
ruary 19 has been selected. 
 

The meeting will include the election of  a 
Senior Warden, a Junior Warden, two    
Vestry members, two Delegates to       
Convention, two Alternates to Conven-
tion, a Treasurer and one Trustee.       
 
 

ECW EXTENDS INVITATION TO 
PARISH 

 
St. James Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) has invited all parishioners to their 
meeting on Thursday, February 2.  The 
Women will be Presenting Ms. Barbara  J. 
Condo, founder and Executive Director 
of  “One Way Farm.”  Ms. Condo will 
speak on her work in the care of  abused 
and abandoned children. 
 The speaker will be followed by lunch 
and the business meeting 
 
The day begins with the speaker at 
11:00AM in the Vestry Room on the 
lower level, near the rear entrance.  Please 
bring a sandwich for lunch if  you are able 
to stay.  Dessert and beverages are pro-
vided.  For more information please call 
President Dottie Wilson at 922-8055 or 
Linda Whittle at 922-1470. 

murrayj
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St James Episcopal Church 
  3207 Montana Avenue 
  Cincinnati, OH  45211 
 
  Church Office….513-661-1154 
  Church Fax…….513-661-1031              
  Office Email…...stjames.admin@fuse.net 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing Notices 
 

• At times of need or sorrow, please call the clergy. 
 
• In the case of communicants, the sacrament of Holy Matrimony and the Order for the Burial of the Dead 

should always be held in the Church. 
 
• Before any plans are made or announced for the  sacrament of Holy Baptism or Holy Matrimony, please con-

sult the priest.  In the case of Holy Matrimony, we need 30 days notice. 
 
• The Sacrament of Reconciliation of a Penitent is always available by appointment with the priest. 
 
• If you have an e-mail address, please let us know so that breaking news can be forwarded to you.  If your e-

mail address should change, notify us stjames.admin@fuse.net. 
 
Remember St. James in your will.  God’s work is supported by the tithes and sacrificial offerings of God’s people. 
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