
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Clergy Partners in Ministry:      January 4, 2012 
 
 
 
Our 2012 Clergy Conference will be Monday February 6th to Wednesday the 8th at the Holiday 
Inn Harrisburg East, 4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA, 17111.  These are days of obligation, a 
call of the bishop to clergy to gather for a time to learn, discern and rest as a community. The 
schedule tries to keep a pace which is not demanding but substantive. Requests for absence 
must be made directly to the bishop in writing. 
 
 
The 2012 theme will be:   “Caring For Ourselves So That We May Care For Others”.  
Specifically, we will be focusing on two important matters: 

1. Clergy Wellness: An Expression of Personal and Collegial Faithfulness 
2. Biblical and Pastoral Resources in the Care of Same-Gender Households 

 
 
Regarding Wellness, we will have two very rich sessions.  On Monday evening the Rev. Dr. 
Craig Smith, a leading practitioner in clergy wellness, will present and lead our “Fire-Side Chat”. 
Dr. Smith has many years of working with pastors and church executives on matters of wellness 
and personal growth.  He is founder and President of The Exit 7 Group, LLC, a faith-based 
coaching and counseling practice.  He is also District Executive for the Atlantic Northeast 
District of the Church of the Brethren.  Some will also know him from his work with the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches.  This theme will be further addressed on Tuesday evening 
at a special catered dinner sponsored by the Pennsylvania Episcopal Widows Corporation, 
which is our partner in the new Diocesan Clergy Wellness Project.  The “Widows’ Corp” has 
underwritten a 2 year pilot program for active and retired clergy which will be led by the Rev. 
Canon Ed Messersmith and a team of chaplains. The program, and the work of the “Widows’ 
Corp”, will be presented at the dinner.  
 
 
As usual, the second day (Tuesday) of our conference is led by a scholar. This year’s scholar is 
Dr. Deirdre Good, Professor of New Testament at General Theological Seminary.  Professor 
Good has done significant research, teaching and writing on understandings of Christian 
households in the Bible and early church, including her book, Jesus’ Family Values.  As we 
consider same-gender and other non-traditional households within our congregations, her 
insights may help us in our personal discernment, teaching, and pastoral care. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday morning is a time when the bishop takes counsel with the clergy on matters of the 
diocese.  A significant part of the morning will be used to consider the pending action of General 
Convention regarding a rite for Same-Gender Blessings.  I will begin by giving as much update 
as possible on the pending resolution from the HOB, which will not be available in final form until  
April. However, currently bishops “may provide generous pastoral response to meet the needs 
of members of this Church” (2009 General Convention Resolution C056).  Any future decisions 
about the practice of same-gender blessings will be left to the discretion of the Diocesan 
bishop.  As I consider my future policy for Central Pennsylvania I would like to begin by hearing 
my clergy’s thoughts.  Canons Gregory P. Hinton and Mark Scheneman, Co-chairs of my 
Advisory Task Force, will assist me in receiving your ideas, concerns, questions and 
recommendations. Subsequent to our Conference, I will meet with the full Task Force to craft 
my response and policy, and follow-up with Clergy before publishing. 
 
 
 
Peace in Christ, 

 
The Rt. Rev. Nathan D. Baxter, D.Min., S.T.D., D.H.L., D.D. 
Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
 


