
     It is hard let our children go, to see them 
off into the great wide world. It is especially 
so when their dreams and abilities take 
them far away from us and the life we once 
shared so intimately. But, in another way, 
it is the very love and encouragement we 
tried so hard to give them that has brought 
about these results. They have become what 
we longed for them to become – confident, 
competent, loving, curious, imaginative 
young humans, living life to the fullest. 
     I see them, and the many, many other 
young people Mary and I have had the 
privilege of knowing and serving in the 
church, as emissaries. We have sent into the 
world love and grace, catalysts for change. 
We have sent into the world our best hope 
for renewal, the only lasting gift we could 
give. We have sent them with our love and 
prayers and with aching hearts, because we 
trust it is God’s will.
     As we celebrate during this Christmas 
and Epiphany season, let us remember 
the love that sent a child into the world as 
a sign of love and hope for us all. In that 
remembering, we will share in the great 
self-giving that is God, the love that brings 
all things into being, surrounds us all, and 
gives birth to emissaries in every age.  
     Together, with tears and smiles, we look 
toward the future.
     With love,         DaD

Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

7:30 & 10:30 a.m.

5 p.m. – parish hall

TUESDAY

10 a.m. – chapel

WEDNESDAY

6:30 p.m. – chapel

Inside

Annual meeting
set for Jan. 22

12th Night Feast

Family Fun Nights
to be monthly event

Stewardship updates

Emissaries, sent out with love
     I can remember, like it was yesterday, 
unloading the van in front of Kerr-Drum-
mond residence hall in Stillwater as we 
moved Matthew into his new life as a col-
lege student. He was not very excited about 
the move and looks forlorn in all the photos 
we have of that day. Except for a short stay 
with us a few years ago, during a transi-
tion in his live, he has been gone from us. 
Now he is making a fine life for himself in 
Portland Oregon and we see him not nearly 
as often as we like, our partings always 
tearful. 
     It was hellishly hot on the day before 
rush at OU and I felt a real kinship with the 
other fathers who stood before the elevator 
doors holding bags, boxes and refrigerators. 
Dante could not have imagined this particu-
lar level of suffering as the heat, crowds, 
and emotional turmoil combined to force 
us to our knees in fatigue and prayer. Our 
little girls were leaving home. Well, perhaps, 
not so much. Turns out, in the twists and 
turns of God’s will and strange humor, we 
followed Angela to Norman and continued 
to enjoy proximity for a while longer. But 
after a year in Panama, months in Mexico, 
weeks in Europe, a summer in the Do-
minican Republic and now an advanced 
degree in Memphis, we have come to realize 
that our youngest is a traveler, a seeker of 
dreams.
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year B

JAN. 1
Holy Name
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8 
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21

JAN. 6  (Friday)
The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

JAN. 8
Baptism of Our Lord
1st Sunday after
the Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

JAN. 15
2nd Sunday after
the Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51 

JAN. 22
3rd Sunday after
the Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62: 6-14
1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
Mark 1:14-20

JAN. 29
4th Sunday after
the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28 
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     Please note schedule changes for the 
day of our church’s annual meeting, Sun-
day, Jan. 22, so you can attend the worship 
service of your choice, and be present for 
the meeting. The Holy Eucharist will be 
celebrated at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m., and 5 p.m.; 
there will be no Sunday school classes. The 
meeting will be at 11 a.m. in the parish 
hall. The annual meeting of the St. John’s 
Foundation will take place immediately fol-
lowing the church’s annual meeting. All are 
encouraged to stay for fellowship and an 
all-church potluck meal. Meat will be pro-
vided; please bring a side dish, salad, bread 
or dessert to share.
     At the annual meeting we will vote for 
new vestry members and delegates to repre-
sent St. John’s at the annual diocesan con-
vention, as well as present the 2012 church 
budget. Candidates for consideration are 
listed below. Prior to the annual meeting, 
bios of candidates will be available online 
and printed versions will be available in the 
Narthex. 

Candidates for Vestry:

Merrie Beard, Erin Blohm, Anne Boone, 
Alison Braly, Betsy Loffland, Ben Odom, 
Alice Stanton and Cathy Wilson 

Candidates for Convention Delegates: .

Buddy Behrens, Carol Behrens, Evelyn 
Bibens, Kay Christiansen, Trish Frazier, 
Betsy Loffland, Randy Marlar, Joanne Racz, 
Tina Robinson, Robert Smith, Femi So-
made, Casey Wilson and Matt Wilson. 

Membership in good standing     
     In accordance with bylaws, those eligible 
to vote at the church’s annual meeting are 
members in good standing, age 16 or over. 
By church canons, members “in good stand-
ing” are those who are givers of record and 
attend at least three times each year.
     We track those who are givers of record 
as those who have given in response to a 
pledge and persons who give to the church 
by check, stock or cash gift identified by 
name (such as in a gift envelope). Financial 

gifts made in the prior year are considered 
for eligibility. Church giving is recorded 
by household, unless otherwise requested, 
rather than by individual. In other words, a 
16-year-old in a household with a record of 
giving would meet the giving requirement 
for membership in good standing. Tracking 
attendance is obviously more difficult.

Estimates of giving     
     The church budget for 2012 will be 
updated from previously-proposed bud-
gets at finance and vestry meetings Jan. 
16. Pledges or “estimates of giving” from 
parishioners are needed by Jan. 14 to deter-
mine all income projections for the year. If 
you need a pledge card, please contact the 
church, staff@episcopalnorman.org or call 
321-3020. Cards are also available in the 
narthex and church office.

Annual reports due Jan. 10     
If you are in charge of a group, class, 
committee, project, etc., of St. John’s, you 
should have already received information 
about submissions for the annual report, 
which are due Jan. 10. Please be sure to 
turn these in; electronic files are preferred. 
The annual report is published in time for 
our annual parish meeting and copies will 
be available then. Questions about what to 
submit? Contact Courtney Green:
courtney@episcopalnorman.org.

Annual meeting, lunch set: Jan. 22

REKINDLE THE FIRE
After the holiday break, Youth Group 
returns on Sunday, Jan. 8, at 5 p.m. in 
the parish hall. If you’ve never attended 
before, this is a great time to get involved. 
Youth Group is for 6th through 12th grad-
ers. Details for Spring Break plans will be 
distributed on the 8th. Youth Group con-
tinues throughout the spring semester, 
until Sunday, May 13.  Contact Courtney 
Green at courtney@episcopalnorman.org 
for more information.  
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Orange + Red =
Tailgaiting Fun
The Hospitality Com-
mittee was pleased 
that three families from 
St. Michael’s joined in 
the OU/OSU Bedlam 
Tailgate Party held in 
St. John’s Kasulis Room 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. The 
food table was over- 
flowing with hotdogs 
and goodies; the room 
was full of fans wear-
ing red and orange; the 
TV worked ... but only 
Evelyn Bibens, the most 
diehard fan wearing red, 
stayed until the end!  
The orange fans are 
probably still celebrat-
ing ...

Bazaar proceeds still coming in
     Money is still coming in as folks pick up 
their winnings from the Silent Auction. It 
looks as though we have had a very suc-
cessful bazaar, even though attendance was 
down, and we just didn’t have as much to 
sell in some of the various booths. We will 
have a complete report for you in the next 
Evangel, and I want to thank all of those 

Annual 12th Night Feast - Jan. 7
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 1  JT Brown
Jan. 2  Luther White, Ann McGehee
Jan. 3  Gerry Mayes, Carol Upchurch
Jan. 4  Stephanie Cowan
Jan. 5  Betty Ruth Jackson, Joan Harper, Larry 
Clark, Ryne Siler
Jan. 6  Isabelle Beard
Jan. 7  Connie Gamel, James Beard, 
     Anne Hutchison
Jan. 8  Bob Talley, B.J. Cowan, Merrie Beard, 
     Adelein Olberding
Jan. 9  Charles Sever, J. Marcum, Brenna Busby, 
     Callie Busby  
Jan. 10  Tom Sherman, Glenn Folmsbee, 
     Kyle Inhofe
Jan. 11  Bill McCurdy

Jan. 13  Jeanne Callard  
Jan. 14  Donna Page  
Jan. 15  Freddie Karcher, Andrea Deaton  
Jan. 16  Michael Stevens, Sola Somade  
Jan. 17  Barbara Schaefer
Jan. 20  Lora Marler  
Jan. 21  Mary Lou Stone  
Jan. 23  Shirley Beckenhauer  
Jan. 24  Suzette McDowell, Cheryl Curtis, 
     Steven Fiore
Jan. 25  Gabrielle Beard  
Jan. 26  Marla Colijn
Jan. 27  Kallen Snodgrass  
Jan. 28  Mike Muncy, Zachary Bennett
Jan. 29  Marceline McIntire
Jan. 30  Bob McCloy, Mackenzie Bolino
Jan. 31  Elizabeth Ryan, Sandy Neubauer, 
     Kurt Snodgrass, Georgia Stevenson  

     St. John’s is raising money for the 
Norman Mission Ministry by inviting 
the parish and extended community to 
attend the fourth annual 12th Night 
Feast. Help a very worthwhile charity 
and be transported back to the Renais-
sance era for a night of feasting and 
merry making. As of press-time, tick-
ets were selling fast, but many remain 
available for this medieval feast, where 
you will join the King and Queen and 
members of their royal court. Be pre-
pared for an evening of amusements, 
music, carols and revelry ... and various 
parishioners in tights!
     The night will begin at 6 o’clock in 
the evening by sharing a glass of was-
sail and“drink hail.” For dinner, guests 

will enjoy a decadent rack of roasted 
pork with carmelized sweet onion 
relish, wine, a tantalizing cucumber 
sallat, asparagus and green beans with 
fresh cheese curds, and stone-baked 
sourdough bread. An apple tart will 
give a triumphant ending to the meal, 
but not the festivities.
     Tickets are $30 each and may be 
purchased from the church office. 
(Checks can be made out to St. John’s; 
please put “12th Night” in the memo 
line.) For more information, call the 
church at 321-3020 or e-mail staff@
episcopalnorman.org. Invite friends, 
family and neighbors to join in this 
delightful night, and help spread the 
peace and joy of Christmastide.

who worked, helped set up and donated to 
the cause. It is always a fun time and a great 
way to make new friends and greet old-time 
friends from the community. We will be 
discussing all the outreach possibilities and 
will do various important things with the 
monies we have earned, as we have done in 
the past.
                  – Evelyn Bibens, ECW President   
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VESTRY

Kay Christiansen
SENIOR WARDEN
bkclawyer@cox.net
364-4373 (H)

Jim Hazeldine
JUNIOR WARDEN
jimhazeldine@sbcglobal.net
364-2295 (H)
795-0065 (M)
425-7201 (W)

Mike Abla
364-6829
mabla@holleyman.com

Carol Behrens
447-6193 (H)
cpbehrens@cox.net

Melissa Busby
615-6822 (M)
mebusby1@aol.com

Karen Cody
733-2930 (H)
203-4167 (M)

Alan Grubb
329-3107 (H)
agrubb7@sbcglobal.net

Mark Kasulis
923-8943 (M)
mtkasulis@ou.edu

Barb Laufersweiler
872-3806 (H)
barbara@laufers.com

Andrea Marler
aamarler@me.com
808-4435 (M)

Ulli Nollert
474-6882 (M)
nollert@ou.edu

     The New Year will present many op-
portunities for St. John’s members to help 
people in our community, and we look 
forward to that. Members with professional 
or business expertise, for instance, could 
avail themselves to give much-needed tips 
or direction to outreach office visitors who 
can really use it. 
     But this also is a natural and appropri-
ate time to look back on 2011, particularly 
on the holiday season, and to thank the 
many people who have given their time and 
resources:
     • Many thanks to everyone who contrib-
uted to the Santa Ministry this year – to 
those of you who generously gave money 
for gifts and to those who took time out to 
purchase, sort and/or wrap those presents. 
Huge thanks to this year’s Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus: John and Alison Braly.
     • A similar big thank you to each of 
you who took one or more names off the 

For Outreach, it is a time of thanks
Christmas Wish Tree in the east lobby 
and bought gifts for elderly and ill nursing 
home residents.
     • A ringing endorsement of thanks to 
the Salvation Army bell ringers who vol-
unteered their time on Dec. 10 outside the 
Hobby Lobby store in Norman.
     • Life-saving thanks to Jan Carpenter 
and the more than 20 people who gave 
blood on Dec. 18 when the Oklahoma 
Blood Institute needed it most.
     • Thanks for your interest in our new 
relationship with the Diocese of Uruguay. 
Stay tuned for more information about the 
country, our fellow Episcopalians there, and 
how we can work together in Christ and 
friendship.
     • Thanks to everyone who contrib-
uted food, clothing and/or money to the 
Outreach Office. The office is an ongo-
ing source of emergency, short-term help 
for the people who stop by and words can 
hardly convey how important your assis-
tance has been. And thanks to the volun-
teers: Freddie, Suzanne, Suzette, Suellen, 
and frequent contributor, Connie.
     • A special salute to all in the congrega-
tion who silently, but faithfully, spearhead 
and carry out their own projects through-
out the year, from cooking and serving 
meals every other month at Food and 
Shelter, Inc., and bringing food and goods 
to a women’s emergency shelter to visiting 
people in nursing homes.
     With God’s help and your generosity, we 
accomplished a great deal together in 2011. 
Every one of us on the St. John’s outreach 
committee thanks you, as we look forward 
to making an even bigger difference in 2012.

January cold, February will be bold
The St. John’s Brotherhood is throwing its 
annual Mardi Gras party, on Feb. 18. Join 
them for some “seriously delicious” Cajun 
food, live music, beads and trinkets, sweets, 
adult beverages, and fun for the whole fam-
ily.  Mark your calendars now and look for 
additional details as time nears. 

Join the Family Fun Nights!
     Juggling work schedules, homework, 
dinner, children’s activities and bedtime 
routines can make it difficult for even very 
organized families to spend time being 
together. This, however, is the goal for St. 
John’s Family Fun Nights. These once-a-
month gatherings provide families with a 
stress-free way to play together and to inter-
act with other families in the church.
The most recent Family Night event was 
the December Dance. Under Byron Jack-
son’s DJ leadership, nearly 40 people hit 
the dance floor. The decorations for the 
dance were created by the St. John’s Fledg-
lings, and included almost 100 falling snow-
flakes and homemade snow globes. 
     In January, Family Fun Night will 
feature “Family Books.” Through the book 
making-process, families can explore their 
values, traditions, and goals for the New 
Year. To be a part of this family fun, come 
to Family Fun Night, 7-9 p.m., Friday, Jan. 
20. Contact Catherine or Matt Wilson with 
questions: 550-0504.
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Banner depicts
stewardship
The symbols of time and 
talent are portrayed by a 
living, fruit-bearing tree, 
its growth indicating 
growth in the church, 
faith, community, 
commitment and time. 
The tree’s intertwining 
branches show support, 
strength and collabora-
tion. Individual branches 
in green (life), bearing 
red (sacrifice) fruit (of 
our labor) represent the 
various talents and time 
given in stewardship. 
The shield’s white field 
symbolizes peace, purity 
and eternal love; it is 
bordered in red for the 
blood of our Savior and 
again in gold for eternal 
love and peace in God. 
The three gold bezants 
at the top, a place of pri-
ority, represent the time, 
talent and money given. 
The shield is placed on 
a purple field, symboliz-
ing royalty and imperial 
power – God the Father.   

My Fellow Parishioners,
     Greetings from the world of our pledge 
drive. You have done a great job of turn-
ing in your pledges. Our total is around 
$300,000; we are currently about $70,000 
from our goal. The end of the year is close 
and we feel confident we will reach it.
     It is ironic that I have chaired the pledge 
drive for the last few years. I do not feel 
this is my strength area and I do not believe 
myself to have the skills to ask people for 
money. One of the things I have noticed has 
been how many activities we have at St. 
John’s. We touch many more lives than we 
will ever know. There are marriages, funer-
als, youth programs, outreach programs, 
Bible studies and opportunities for com-
munity members who just need someone to 
talk to. While this list is not all-inclusive, I 
do hope it gives a sense of the impact of our 
little church.  
     In order to keep these important pro-
grams afloat, we need the financial support 
of our parishioners. Thus, no matter how 

uncomfortable I feel personally, I am com-
mitted to making sure we have the financial 
solvency to operate.
     A pledge is just an estimation of how 
much money you believe you can give to St. 
John’s during the coming year. No matter 
how small the amount it makes a huge dif-
ference in helping us to thrive and survive.
Once again thank you if you have pledged 
and if you have not I urge you to make a 
pledge for the coming year.
          – Byron Jackson, pledge chairperson
 

Seeking estimates of giving for ’12

     Consider the St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Foundation whenever you con-
template charitable donations, planned 
giving, or estate planning. The St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Foundation is a non-
profit organization founded with (and 
legally limited to) the sole purpose of 
supporting St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
     The Foundation was formed to pro-
vide anyone with a desire to include St. 
John’s Church in their planned giving 
a way to leave a gift that would grow 
and benefit the church in perpetuity. It 
is the hope of the Foundation to insure 
the long-term financial health of St. 
John’s church and its ministries through 
planned giving.  
     The Foundation will accept both 
endowed gifts, and gifts that are not 

December blood drive a success
In November, the Oklahoma Blood Institute 
called asking us to have an “emergency” 
blood drive – their supply was very short. 
We decided to have one Dec. 18, and the 
response was overwhelming. We had 21 
donors and OBI was hoping for as many as 
10. Thank you very much to all the donors. 
It was a wonderful Christmas gift and per-
haps you saved many lives. Thanks again to 
all who helped.                  – Jan Carpenter

endowed.  Endowed gifts are those 
from which only earnings or a portion 
of earnings are spent.  This allows the 
gift to grow and continue supporting 
the church long after it is given.  Non-
endowed gifts still earn income and are 
allowed to grow but provide flexibility 
by making the principle available in the 
event of an urgent need. Donors may 
also choose to direct the purpose for 
which their gift is used. 
     In essence, the Foundation can be 
viewed as the parish’s savings account.  
The role of the Foundation is to safely 
invest assets, allowing them to grow, and 
to honor the wishes of donors.
     For more information, contact the 
church, or Kevin McGehee at kevinm@
crawleypetroleum.com.

Foundation supports parish giving
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Emerging worship at St. John’s
     We continue Fr. Dwight’s multi-part series 
about what is happening in our midst, Sun-
day evenings beginning at 5 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Read on ... Come and join in ...
     A few days later, in an email, the first 
draft of the “Hamburger Mass” arrived. It 
was called the hamburger mass because our 
sexton, an accomplished cook, had volun-
teered to cook a meal for everyone who 
came to the service. The cooker was on the 
same patio near the place we chose for the 
altar, a part of the patio wall. After a few 
revisions and the able assistance from our 
parish associate, the laminated copies of 
the service were ready. What follows is the 
opening rubric of that service:

     The Hamburger Mass is laminated to 
protect it from ketchup, not handed down on 
stone tablets from Mount Sinai. It is always 
and everywhere a work in progress, and the 
only way you can “do it wrong” is to cleave 
stubbornly to the instructions when your heart 
tells you to do something else. This is the first 
and great rubric that supercedes all others.
     It is good but not necessary for officiant, cel-
ebrant and readers to be different people. It is 
also good to divide the role of officiant among 
several people. When the congregation is small 
enough, the ideal is for everyone to take part 
in the leadership.

     We had about 15 curious folks for the 
first run, including a number of young 
children. The “Hamburger Mass” included 
an extensive kind of Celtic hallowing of the 
space involving water, herbs, salt, incense, 
fire and smoke. We got the kids involved 
in passing out service bulletins, pouring 
salt, flinging water, and lighting incense. 
The smoke was provided by the cooker. For 
a response to the gospel, we gathering at 
round patio tables and discussed the lesson 
in lectio divina style at the recommendation 
of a member in a religious community. I 
presided at the table, a concrete slab, using 
a pottery chalice and paten. Somehow it 
all worked, no one got hurt, and the burg-
ers were excellent. Word got out. Our little 

service began to grow. By the time cooler 
weather came around, we had filled the 
tables on the patio.  
     We agree that we should move inside 
for the winter but continue to keep the 
order of service and physical arrangement 
as much as possible. So, into the adjoining 
parish hall we went. Our old Pagan/Chris-
tian, friend Linda, who had been attending 
regularly, offered to adapt the service to the 
new environment, with the help of Twila, 
our associate. Candles replaced incense 
and smoke, and we added a sung version of 
the “O Gracious Light.” Linda wrote new 
words to well-known tunes, versions to fit 
each church season. We sang a cappella to 
“Slade,” “Sounds of Silence” and “Shenan-
doah.” By now the full inclusion and 
participation of young people was the norm 
as they set the table, took up the offering 
and lit candles. I turned over bread baking 
responsibility to a helpful parishioner. The 
youth group began to join us for worship 
and the meal before going to their own ac-
tivities. A study/fellowship group began to 
meet after the meal. Things were on a roll. 
     The rest of the story is really about lay 
leadership. I was late to the service one 
Sunday from my inquirer’s class. I ran into 
the parish hall to find the service was in 
progress, led by a volunteer. Since that day, 
someone always steps forward to lead, but 
without prior agreement and without a 
schedule. I only serve at the table. 
     We have gravitated toward varying our 
pattern of worship slightly for each of the 
church seasons; a different tune, a different 
Eucharistic prayer, a different meal menu. 
Prayers of the people were sometimes 
crafted by the table groups. Older mem-
bers began to come because it was a short 
service and in a more accessible space. New 
members came to check out this order of 
service. Families came because we were ac-
customed to movement and noise. Little by 
little, as new folks came, they began to find 
the rhythm of the service and even very 

continued on page 7

Inquirer’s classes 
for persons who are new 
to the church, long-time 
parishioners who want 
a refresher, and those 
preparing for confirma-
tion, will be held Jan. 
8 through Feb. 12. To 
reserve your place, or 
for more information, 
contact the church of-
fice, 321-3020 or staff@
episcopalnorman.org. 



J A N U A RY  2 0 1 2  :  7

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
Jan. 1-Nov. 30, 2011

Budgeted Income

$397,993

Actual Income

$368,415

Budgeted Expenses

$400,533

Actual Expenses

$376,520

Projected Variance

($2,540)

Actual Variance

($8,105)

young children began to respect the sanc-
tity of the time and space, and order their 
behavior accordingly. Our circle grew.
     A bell rings in the large open space.  
People who had been conversing pick up 
a service flyer and move into a circle. The 
leader opens the service with a call to 
prayer, and collect then we sing “Oh Gra-
cious Light.” We sit down in groups of six 
at round tables and discuss the gospel, first 
reading it aloud. Groups consist of adults 
and children, whoever happens to sit at that 
place. It is a wonderful experience to reflect 
on the gospel in the presence of an eight 
year old, a teenager, an eighty-year-old and 
a toothless, unshaven, homeless man. 
     Twila reflects that, “One of the things 
that has been so powerful, for me and I be-
lieve others in our congregation, is engaging 
in the discussion of the Gospel lessons with 
such a mix of folks present. I hope I never 
forget the discussion about the lepers, when 
I asked a group, ‘Who are the lepers today?’ 
And a scruffy, smelly guy gave a half-
chuckle, looked around the table, and said, 
‘Us.’ Then they proceeded to talk about 
what that’s like in society, and how much it 
meant to them that Christ loved them and 
advocated for them. One of them said that 
if you have Jesus, it doesn’t really matter if 
you’re a leper or homeless.” 
     After a time of reflection, a child rings 
the bell to call us to the circle again and to 
the prayers of the people and the peace.
     The peace is a time of movement and 
joy, with each trying their best to greet 
everyone else. There are handshakes, hugs, 
high fives, and pinkie shakes. When the 
movement winds down, we have brief an-
nouncements and blessings for special occa-
sions. Some of our youth set the table and 
pass the offering plate. The great thanks-
giving is prayed over the bread and wine. 
First the bread is passed around the circle, 
followed by the wine. Because we handle 
the bread with our hands, we have begun 
to pass hand sanitizer around at the offer-
ing. Young people walk the circle silently 
washing hands as we cleanse our hearts in 
preparation for the Body and Blood. We use 
paper products for purificators. We have 

been given the gift of a special set of pottery 
communion vessels designed and crafted 
by a local artist. Members have sewn table 
coverings in seasonal colors. Everything is 
practical and fitting for the setting. 
     I have been most impressed with the 
solemnity of the distribution. It is utterly 
silent. Even babies get quiet and toddlers 
stop squirming. From time to time, without 
planning or permission sought, an indi-
vidual or the youth group will sing dur-
ing the passing of the elements. When the 
bread returns around the circle, I take my 
turn, and so with the wine. Now, because 
there are so many of us and it takes time for 
the distribution, we send bread and wine 
in both directions. First time we tried this 
I had not anticipated what to do when the 
elements met in the middle. Two young 
children did, however. They quietly moved 
into position, took the chalices and patens, 
and returned them reverently to the table. 
It’s the work of the people. Together we end 
the service with Aaron’s prayer. Then off to 
the waiting dinner ...

to be continued
  
Who is to offer hospitality? 
     In the season of Epiphany, as we con-
template Christ in our midst, may we also 
consider the new parents, Mary and Joseph, 
welcoming the visiting Magi into their bor-
rowed space, even as they prepare to be on 
the move with an infant. Could there be 
a worse time for guests to show up? But, 
whose job is it to offer hospitality to the 
stranger, the visitor? And who’s visiting?
     For the past four months, I’ve visited a 
new church nearly every week. I have been 
warmly greeted, and I have been ignored. 
Recently, I was standing at the back of a 
church, and a gentleman came in late. The 
service was packed; no room in the nave. 
And no usher in sight. So I was given a role, 
to offer hospitality to the guest – sharing a 
hymnal, a smile, the peace. With that came 
a reminder:  We are all just passing through, 
and carry with us, always, the means to 
make welcome the Christ among us. 
     – Twila Smith, Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific – www.iwillstandwithyou.org
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Sundays   

7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 

5 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – parish hall

Tuesdays   

10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

10:30 a.m., Bible study – The Commons

Wednesdays   

6:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel

7:15 p.m., Adult choir rehearsal

Thursdays   

7 p.m., Men’s bible study – Commons 

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
Jan. 4 – Resurrection Memorial Service, 12:10 p.m.

Jan. 7 – 12th Night Feast, p. 3

Jan. 8 – Inquirer’s classes begin, p. 6

     and Youth Group resumes, p. 2

Jan. 9 – Annual report items due, p. 2

Jan. 14 – Estimates of giving for 2012, p. 2

Jan. 20 – Family Fun Night, p. 4

Feb. 18 – Mardi Gras, p. 4

 Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ANNUAL MEETING:  JAN. 22
The Holy Eucharist – 7:30 & 9:30 a.m., 5 p.m.

No Sunday school classes
Annual meeting in the parish hall – 11 a.m.

All-church potluck meal following annual meeting
PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH, SALAD, BREAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE


