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ST. JOHUN® EPISCOPAL CHURCH 202 Gordon Drive SE Decatur, AL 35601

The Parish Staff The Same yet New

256.353.9615 . . . i
In many ways, annual events like a birthday or an anniversary are artificial. |

The Reverend Evan D. Garner, cannot remember ever waking up on my birthday and feeling a whole year older
Rector, ext. 102 than | was when | went to bed. There may be a difference of convention between
Evan.Garner@stjohnsdecatur.orgp€ing twenty -nine and thirty years old, but, as the sun sets and then rises, only
one day has passed. As this year draws to a close, it is easy for us to approach
the new year as if it will hold something fresh and different, yet most of the
changes we look for come more slowly than a ball dropping in Times Square.

The Reverend Eric J. Liles,
Associate Rector, ext. 104
Eric. Liles @stjohnsdecatur.org

Cynde Tannehill, Some of us make specific resolutions and try to keep them. Others let inevitable
Parish Administrator, ext. 101 failyre dissuade them from even starting. Some decide that January 1 will be a
Cynde. Tannehill@stjohnsdecalurofg e s n st art for a new year. Others | et
Ann Stewald/mmunications, a bowl of black -eyed peas and some time watching football. What does it mean
Administrative Assistant, to celebrate a new year? How should we mark this occasion?

EYC Event Coordinator, ext. 103
Ann. Stewart@stjohnsdecatur.orgin the town where | grew up, there is an aerobic trail that follows the bluff above

New Y

Kate Rickart, Mobile Bay, offering walkers, runners, and cyclers occasional glimpses of the

Chi |l drends Mi nivsaterbélews Whea krun.on thaf thail, | start in the middle A not for any good

Kate.Rickarti@stjohnsdecatur.orgr e ason but because that part of the trail s

Pamela Pagwjrmaster af_t er r_eachi ng t_ he trai _I , I pass b_y a mil e n

Foster Bai@yganist begin at the trailhead, the number itself means nothing to me, but half of a mile

JoannepeteWme,yCOO,d,ham,l ater, when | pass by the sign that reads 02

Mary Newmansery and how my run is going.

Mary Letsbyysery

Paul Dun@exton For me, celebrating the new year is a little like that. It is a signpost on a path

Ken Schup#frgncellor that wedre travelling down. The first day of

D. Halfreasurer place. Some of us are yearning for a new start, while others of us are just mak-

Stan Evafssistant Treasurer ing our way from one day to the next. New Ye

stop and think about where on | ifeds path we

THE VESTRY

The Vestry shall assist the Rector IR {le i e is fy|| of apnual events, _ fi along list,of prescribed religious observances

nurture and e.Xt.enhsétons%frvera'éStgsﬁ ohu ocrht'unit for God®os eopl

The Vestry shall have the Ieglslatlvé . . PP y P P

authority for the Parish and shall with him. In Exodus 13, Moses tells the people about the Feast of Unleavened

transact all of its temporal businessBr ead, al so known as Passover. |t was to be

~ Canons in the Diocese of Alabama. e mo r i al bet ween [their] eyes, 6 so that Godod
Class of 2011 had brought them out of slavery in Egypt. Each year, that festival was and is a

Bingham Edwards; Margaret Ffgance for the people of Israel to look both back and forward at where God has
Danny Morgan; MensmzRice, led and will continue to lead his people.
wardeand Nicole Shelton.

Class of 2012 This year, | encourage you to approach the new year as a chance to take stock

D. Hall; Al Hornsby; of what God has done in your life so that you can prepare to see what he will do

Glynn Tybbjor wardand in the future. To expect dramatic, instantaneous changes by the time the cham-
Hagler Wiley. pagne cork hits the floor would be to miss the point. The new year may not
Class of 2013 bring a brand new start, but it is a chance to reflect on where you are in the

Dana Baggette; Kristen Propst;jbukgey that God is giving you.
Slaton; Jim Smith; and John Thornton.
Margret Ann Templeton  yours faithfully,
clerk for the Vestry.

Evan D. Garner
www.stjohnsdecatur.dioala.org
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NOTES FROM THE Worship services as usual Sunday, January 1.

PARISH OFFICE 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist.

The office will be closed No Breakfast, Sunday School Classes

Monday, January 2 and No Childrends Church on Sunda
in observance of New Ye aArII \gll!srembmae)%unday, January 8.

Monday, January, 16, . .

in observance of Martin Luther Celebrate Epiphany, the Holy Eucharist and

King Day. the Burning of the Greens, Friday, January 6, 6:00 p.m.

at the home of Lyla and Woody Peebles, 25179 North Street, Mooresville.
2012 Offering Envelopes Bring your Christmas tree, wreaths, and garlands (all wires removed) for a
are available from the office during bonfire celebrating the light and warmth of Christ spreading throughout
the week and in the Narthex on the world. Bring a favorite dish and beverage to share for our Epiphany
Sunday mornings. Feast.

Yearend contribution statements
will be mailed in late January, 2012,
accounting for the 2011 calendar year.

Investiture of the 11 th Bishop of Alabama
Saturday, January 7

11:00 a.m.
Parish Office Hours: Cathedral Church of the Advent
MondayThursday: 2017 Sixth Avenue NE, Birmingham
9:00 a.m12:00 p.m.; The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan will be invested and seated as
1:00 p.m4:30 p.m.; and the Eleventh Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama. A
Friday 9:00 a.r12:00 p.m. reception will follow in Clingman Commons.

CALL THE PARISH OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CARPOOL .

The Installation of WEDNESDAY DINNERS
the 17 t Rector of & PROGRAMS IN JANUARY
St . Johnols January 11, January 18,

at 5:30 p.m. on and January 25

Thursday, January 26
In what promises to be a festive, joyous

occasion, the Reverend Evan D. Garner Dinner 533_0 -6:00 p.m.
will be installed as the 17  t rector of St. Parish Hall
Johnds on Thursday, |January 26. The

Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Proarams beain at 6:00 b.m
the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama, will g 9 v p.m.,

officiate. children and youth downstairs;
adults in the Parish Hall.

A reception will follow in the Childcare is available.

Parish Hall.

Altar Flowers Dedications and Communion Wine Dedications 2012

Dedication of the Altar Flowersare given to the glory of God in memory of loved ones, or in thanksgiving for
particular people, or in celebration of special occasions such as a birthday or wedding anniversary. A donation of ¢
will sponsor the flower arrangements arranged by the Flower Guild. A form is available from the Narthex, Parish
Hall, Office, and on our websiteedication of Communion Wineis another way to honor a special person or

event. Please write your wine dedication on the form in the Parish Hall. Wine dedications are $10 each.
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Sunday Morning Offerings Weekday Offerings

Sundays 9:3010:15 a.m.. Tuesdayds Breakfast amil Bi bl
Childcare available beginning at 7:45 resume January 10, 2012. Tuesdays 7:00-®1@0a.m.,

Ao atsh il iy e v Evn . Gamer LR 0 o 1o Comedon e
Making Sense of Miracles p g g g

In this sevenweek series, we will explore some of the ages f’ind denominatio_ﬁ'she study is primarily lecture with
most challenging miracle 9ue§thn%amddjs%u§5|8nsegco%gqg.i stry. Are

supposed to believe that they happened just as they ar men’s Bible Study. Tuesday & Wednesday Groupare

?
Lic,,ogjaer? ;nt\}\t]eeﬁlgy(;?%gntxy hacl:th?rgnt;r? {) :Illjgvpeolsne(rjn:? ateaqanning their 2012 schedules. Please look for details in the
y near future.

cles? Join us and bring your thoughts and deepest que

tions as we read and discuss the miracles of our faith. Wednesday Healing Eucharist

Wednesdays at 12:10 p.m., Chapel

Children & Youth (downstairs) L : .
The service includes readings, prayers, a homily, and commun:-
PreK-1st Godly Play ion.

Godly Play encourages children to learn to be active in

their encounters with scripture from the very begidning Co-£d Bible Studo s next great cl ass
to explore it, question it, relate to it. Godly Play teachesanuary 12, 8:00 a.m., Library, with the Rev. Eric J. Liles.
children the art of using Christian langupgeable, Childcare available. The coeed Bible study will begin our
sacred story, silence and liturgical actietping them  next series exploring the Gospel According to Mark, using the
become more fully awar e Gdnvets&tiéns With Sctiptufe ¥eried fo hdlpqaid@ dur discus-
presence in their lives. sion. If you'd like us to get you a copy of our study guide, let

2nd5t h Episcopal Chil dr en &8Kknew The write yn bglew is from the promotional mate-
Rich in Episcopal liturgy and traditions, the ECC is builfial of the book.

upon Scripture, the Book of Common Prayer, the Most Christians are familiar with the story told in Mark's gos-
Hymnal 1982, and church history and tradition, using th|.. from the fishermen leaving their nets, to the miracle of
Baptismal covenant as the focus. the loaves and fishes, to the political rumblings and the cruci-
Rite-13 6th7th Learning about our gifts from God and fixion. But no one knows who "Mark" really was or why this
exploringour self, society, gender, and spiritusatity gospel was written or why it's charged with such a sense of
enjoying doughnuts, too. immediacy. For noted Jesus scholar Marcus Borg, reading

Mark is like "meeting Jesus again for the first time." Individual
eaders and parish study groups will learn about this earliest
ospel from the perspectlve of an important Anglican theolo-
gian. | hope you will join us for this exciting study.

Rev Eric Liles

Journey to Adulthood 8thl12th Helps teens create
and understand the importance of Christian communlt)f
as they develop critical thinking and other skills they wifl!
need in adulthood.

There |saplaceforYOU~ ends Friday ,R¥®amd@amGibay p
in Childrends Minis fhlE ghou iS a nddenominational meeting of 10 to 18 men
To volunteer for whdhalethéer td @ré comBideting gding to Ewsillo or the
please call Kate Rickart at-2666037  Walk to Emmaus. It is the "Fourth Day" experience of
: . _ accounting to your peers how over the past week you have
Chil dr enheldd@ingtiiedh30 a.m. service, oynerienced the grace of God, felt the presence of Christ in
needs at least 10 volunteers to help on a rotating ) r life, studied theord of God.and helped spread the
Suanay SRC.hEdUIe The Childrends o}éﬁ]ef"lﬁ &dbition t& h Hondst aki healtfelt sharing of our
e Kate Rickart. walk with Christwespend a great deal of tivee hour meet-

The Childrends Program oH9ayWhesday nights will
follow the dinner schedule.At 6:00 p.m. on

Wednesday Night Dinner dates, please meet in the Please join any one or more of
EpiscoKids Room downstairs. Parents each week will be these groups at any time!
asked to assist with the program; no training required! We would love to have you patrticipate.

Vacation Bible School Committee Forming First
meeting TBA in January 2012. Contact Kate Rickart, by
phone or text, 256666037, or by email,
kate.rickart@stjohnsdecatur.org
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St. Johnos w¥B&@sioborty NODN

The Annual Meeting and Vestry Election will begin at the
end of the 10:30 a.m. service, in the church, on Sunday,
January 22, with a pot luck lunch in the Parish Hall.

SQUEE BAILEY JUNE HALL
| Lifelong member of St. John's.
Former Sunday School teacher,
" Bible School Gohair, Bake Sale
hairman, Altar Guild chairman,
erved two Vestry terms,
currently a member of the Altar

| have been a member at St. John's
for 35 years. Ministries include:
Chair person for Flower Guild and
member of Family Life committee.
Former involvement include:
Stewardship Chairman, Lay

|| Guild and the WEM Bible Eucharist Minister, Sunday School Teacher for children
% Study.Employed by the and special needs adults, vestry , Jr. and Sr. Warden,
DecaturMorgan County Convention and Visitors delegate to Diocesan Convention, Cursillo, Cursillo staff,
Bureau as Sales Coordinator. Married to Foster reunion group, EFM graduate, and volunteer for
Bailey and mother of two and grandmother of one. Sawyerville. Goals: Growth in the youth of our church.

Focus on communication with member's concerns to the
vestry. St. John's Outreach inside and outside the church.

"~ BOBBY GREENE

~ As a child | was baptized and
confirmed in Grace Episcopal
Church, Ocala, FL. In 1972

Lou and | were married here at
St . Johnos, and
Tampa, FL. In 1975 we moved
from Tampa to Courtland, and

UE HENNESSY

member of St. John's for 10 years.

s 88 Taught Sunday School and children's

0 church. Currenmember of flower guild,
"Thinking of Youd <coc
g colyte team leader. Volunteer at the

I transferred my member sh L CommuRity Prée<Clink Bs@r t |y
thereafter. Over the past thirty plus years | have served 3 Registered Nurse. Attend St. John's

as a Sunday school teacher of both Chi!dl’en and adUItS, women's hible Study (evening Class)_ Am a Board member
acolyte master, lector, LEM, stewardship chairman, of Decatur High's PTA and chair the Academic Booster
vestry member three times, and both junior and senior  Club. Currently working as the Practice manager at Decatur
warden. Lou and I have four grown sons (all of whom  ENT, Associates and Renaissance Facial Plastics. Enjoy
were baptized at St. John&gendingtin With @y femilyNvaiehing fddtbaiahdtébk- O

first grandchild Lou Lou and looking forward to our ing. Married to Pat and have two children Mac and Lanier.
second in April. They are my greatest accomplishments!

Wedve | ived on the family farm near Courtland since
moving to Decatur, and | 0 Vesmsiesismss Mp |l ed by Ser -

m 0
vico, Inc., a cotton gin, seed processing and warehous- BILL MIDDLETON

ing operation since 1975.
I have served two terms on vestry,

sefrétl afLayEACARIRid Mintster, t h
Acolyte team leader, EYC leader,
usher, outreach committee

member, and compensation

corfitéed. | nave beBrPatndrhbgr
of St Johnds since

For the past ten years | 06V
Board of Directors of Water Missions International, a o
non-profit Christian engineering ministry which pro-

vides safe water solutions to the needy in over forty
countries, and | dm a membe
Club.
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We give gratitude and thanks to our outgoing
Vestry Class of 2011

Bingham Edwards; Margaret Fite;
Danny Morgan; Menine Rice, senior warden :
and Nicole Shelton.

CASSANDRA MOORE

A member of St. John's since
the early 1980s. | am a Team
Leader with Altar Guild,

have taught Sunday School,
volunteered at Bible School
from the nursery to the
kitchen, worked with ECW

on bake sales, rummage sales, and various other
projects, and led EYC (both junior and senior).

| teach senior English at Athens High School,
where | have been for 28 years: teaching, tutor-
ing, working with clubs and cheerleaders,
chaperoning dances, field trips, and tours, and
sponsoring both the freshman and the senior
classes at different timéwill retire this May

and hope to spend time volunteering and
traveling with my husband, Harry. | am the
mother of four adult children and six
grandchildren, for whom | cook lunch most
every Sunday.

" PAT PATTERSON PRICE

| am married to Steve Price, and |
ftg have been a member of St Johns
_ since 1990l have served in the
following positions: Christian
. Education Director, EYC leader,
" Lay Eucharistic Minister, Lector,
Bake Sale Gchairman, Stewardship-Clzairman,
Me mber of ECW,
Leader, Family Life Committee, Community Free
Clinic Volunteer, and Cursillo Lay Rector.

In the community, | am on the board of FACES,

Volunteer Center, Wheeler Basin Library Foundation,
and a past boardember of American Cancer Society,

American Heart Association, and Decatur General
Guild.

FI ower Gui

CHUCK PUCKETT

Attended St. John's for 13 years, join-
ing the church in 1999. For most of

that time, | have served as a Lector,

and became a member of the choir
shortly after becoming a member of

the church. | have occasionally led a
Sunday School class, and completed two years of the
Education for the Ministry (EFM) course. | have served
on the Worship Committee that Richard Lawson
established. | am a playwright and an actor, and many
may recall the musical | wrote "Last Exit To Sinai", that
was performed at the Princess in a production that
involvedmembers of St. John's, Good Shepherd as well
as our sister church in Tortworth, England. | am married
to Carol, and we have three children: Rosemary, Ruthie
and Lily. | have worked as a software scientist at
Intergraph for 33 years.

CAROL SANDLIN

| have been a member of St. John's
since 1978Married to Steve Sandlin,
owner of Payless Pharmacy. | have 2
daughters, Allison and Mary
Katherine, who were both baptized

S SIS at St. John's. Allison is a priest at St.
Thomas in HuntSV|IIe and she is married to Eric, our
associate rector. Mary Katherine lives in Birmingham.

d Overc%ﬂe Taét §O(§/ea|%,il'\% Ise?vedsogﬁ élr‘rgoélt every

committee and chaired many of them. I've taught Sun-
day School, echaired Bible School, search committee,
and bake sales. I've been on Altar guild for over 30
years. Over the last 15 years, | have bee on
vestrytwice and was Senior Warden the last time |
served.

More Vestry Nominees on next page...
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St. Johnos w¥B S stobory NO

The Annual Meeting and Vestry Election will begin at the
end of the 10:30 a.m. service, in the church, on Sunday,
January 22, with a pot luck lunch in the Parish Hall.

CLINT SHELTON MARY MARGARET oO0OM. M. 0

| grew up in Decatur and wentto |
First Presbyterian Church. When
wife Nicole and | were moving bac
in 1993, she said we are coming to

Member of St. Johnos
2 daughtersKaty Mac & Liza Lee Tweedy.

Past Activitied LEM, CCC Meals,

: "Happening Helper, Wom
your hometown so we will attend | Bible Study, and Cursillo. Current Activities
church. | have wonderful memorie - Thmkmg of You Cooking Committee,

of First Pres., and though it took a while to get usedsunday School Teacher, EYC, and Cursillo Staff 2012.
to the service, | now | ove St. Johnos.

| served on the vestry before and would like to do so
again. | want to be a part of new leadership and help
Evan, Eric and the vestry develop and implement a
vision for our church. | currently serve on the family
life committee which consists of making one phone
call for the almost annual Elk River canoe trip.

RENEE WENZLER

Our family has been members of St. John's
¥ since 2005l am married to Lance A.
Wenzler.We have been married since
March 12, 2004Together we have six

{ children.Our children are Sarah(23 yrs),

| am the publisher of The Decatur Daily. | serve on Katey(17 yrs), Lauren(17 yrs), Lulu(15 yrs),
the United Way board and am chairman of the Salva- Kate(15 yrs) and Davis(14 yrs). My daugh-
tion Army Advisory Committee and Decatur Beautifi-  ter Sarah is getting married at St. John's on December 30,

cation Committee. | have twiny&arold sons who 2011. She will be Mrs. Brandon Savage soon.
are juniors at Woodberry Forest in
Orange, Va. | work at the Wenzler Agency as an employee benefits

specialistl have been a licensed insurance agent since
2001. I am a member of Decatur Assembly and Decatur
General Foundation.

KAREN SMITH

Joining St. John's was the most important decision that

Member at Saint JomAEsnd fnfde fofotr famfudat FonoRed to be a

so; a cradle Episcopalian baptized and 4yt of the Search Committee this past year.

confirmed at Trinity Episcopal in Red

Bank, New Jersey, and attended All | h5ye peen able to get to know the youth by cooking

Saints Episcopal in Greensboro, NC,  pyreakfast with Karen Sawyer and M.M. Tweedy. The EYC
and was married there. Currently vol-  preakfast started out as something we were going to try and

unteer as Ri&3 Sunday School teacher, and now our youth look forward to seeing each other twice a
Acolyte team leader. Have previously served on Breadmonth, We have a lesson and eat breakfast together. | have
delivery group, and Vacation Bible school. | have helped cook and serve the Wednesday night dinners in the
worked for the City of Decatur Planning past few years, too.

Department for 22 years. | am active in many school

PTAGs, and booster organigdbd&bitionthR entirntatdtamily Wérd most ™l € -

cer Board left in 2010, and current United Way Board  4ant to me, and | would give my best to both. | have had
member. so many wonderful experiences and have met so many great
people that | consider fanfilyst. John's is a blessing to me.
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JANUARY SUNRISE
BREAKFASTS

6:30 a.m., church kitchen

Call Ann in the church office for registration forms.

Winter Weekend Jan 1316  7th & 8th $135
Happening #60

Epiphany Mar 2-4 10th- 12th  $40
Guntersville

Rites of Spring-

Toregistercontact . 5355  oih-12th  TBA

Susan Oakes at
soakes@dioala.org

Wonderful, Wonderful, Camp McDowell 2012
Summer Registrations:
http://campmcdowell.dioala.org/index.html

Wednesday, January 11
and Wednesday, January 25

Parish Retreat
@ Camp McDowell

February 24, 25, and 26

We have so much fun at parish re-
treat. It provides a great time for us to get to know
one another better, and the children love Camp
McDowell! We will have a hayride, bonfire, bingo
night, hiking, great food, front porch rocking, late
night chats by fireplaces, and a Holy Eucharist on
Sunday morning. The beautiful setting of Camp
McDowell is located on 1100+ acres of forests,
canyons, and waterfalls in the Bankhead National
Foresii t candt be beat! I n
will receive registration information in the mail.

We ask you to please fill out and return your fam-
ilyds form to the churct
up for one day or for the whole weekend! The next
issue offhe Viewill have complete details about
Parish Retreat 2012!

Backpack Food Program
for

Woodmeade Elementary
Packpacks 4 Jood hogran  Children rely on free school break-

fast and lunch during the week but
lose that support on the weekend. Donations are

St. St Johnodsiveal r
ift.for any occasion that will be long
John q;a ing and meaningful to the recipient.
Monetary Donations of any amount
Tree Fund ions of
] are most welcomed to help support

the tree fund. To give a tree, the

always appreciated for the purchase of fivtadke

your checks out to St. John's with "Backpacks
€ e Foj%"lih fheCmemo line. Signup by calling Erika,
or click on the image topsmming shop for food,
stuff the food, or deliver the food. Informational
flyers are also available from the table in the Parish
Hall.

Erika Huber, 25816343

cost is $175.00 per tre€This includes the purchase price,
delivery, soil enhancement as needed, plantinghand mulching.)

form is available from the parish office and online at
www.stjohnsdecatur.dioala.org

Tennessee Valley Outreach

Thank you to all who so generously contributed to
the TVO Toy BarrelThe response was overwhelm-
ing.Denise Jones, the Director of Ministries was
thrilled to have so much to work with and grateful

181* Convention of the Episcopal

Church in the Diocese of Alabama

The convention will be hosted by Madison County

Churches, February 17 and 18, 2012, at the Von

Braun Center in Huntsville. The theme of the con-
vention will beCelebrating Our New Ministour hosts for
this yeards affair wildl
the City of Huntsville the churches of Holy Cross/St.
Christopher, St. Columba, S
Church of Nati viStty.,, Jaorhd 6t .1

be

for our response. It was a joy to make the delivery of Delegates: Huey Hall, June Hall, Kristen Propst, Menine

the toys and teee that we made a difference in the
lives of those who are served by TVO.
Thanks again! Melissa Christopher

Rice, Steve Sandlin, and John Thornddternates:
Bingham Edwards, Bunny Edwards, Carol Sartain,
Luke Slaton, and Jim Smith.

Keep up with the events of the convention ontine a
http://dioala.org/
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