
A young mother was shopping in the 
supermarket.  She had her 3 year-old 
daughter with her, sitting in the child seat 
of the shopping cart.  I say, "shopping 
cart," but for the girl the place where she 
sat was more like a prison cell.  The desire 
to be free, running around the store, was 
too much for her to endure.  Inevitably this 
shopping cart became the site of a battle of 
wills, as woman and girl slugged it out 
mentally.  This psychological warfare 
attracted the attention of a sales assistant, 
who watched them passing up and down 
each aisle.  The first time they passed, the 
girl was asking over and over for a candy 
bar.  Mom was heard to say, òNow, Katie, 
this wonõt take long.ó  

As they passed in the next aisle, the three 
year-oldõs pleas had increased several 
decibels.  "I WANT A CANDY BAR!!!"  
Mom quietly replied, òKatie, just calm 
down. We will be done in a minute.ó 
Finally they reached the check-out counter, 
by which time the lass was screaming and 
kicking.  Amazingly, Mom was still very 
calmly saying over and over, òKatie, we 
will be in the car in just a minute and then 
everything will be OK.ó   

The sales assistant was deeply impressed 
by the womanõs self-control and said, 
òMa'am, may I congratulate you on your 
patience today with Katie.ó  And the 
woman replied, òNo, you donõt 
understand. This is Emma, Iõm Katie.ó 

We live in a society 
where we expect 
things instantly.  
Instant answers, 
instant results, instant 
coffee, instant 
insurance, instant 
photos, instant 
relationships, instant 
everything.  ôTake the 
waiting out of 
wanting,õ says an 
advertisement for Chase 
Bank home equity loans.  I just Googled 
the phrase 'no wait' and got 1,330,000,000 
results.  It only took 0.09 seconds, because 
I can't wait longer than that.   

We haven't even entered Advent yet, but 
already I'm planning the Church calendar 
for 2013 (yes, that's not a misprint, I really 
did mean 2013).  This year I saw Christmas 
goods in the shops in late August.  Last 
year I noticed the Twelve Days of 
Christmas has changed their place on the 
calendar.  Some marketers had named 
December 25th the Twelfth Day, instead of 
the First.  This meant that December 13th 
became the First Day, and December 26th 
could be used for whetting our consumer 
appetites for the next big shopping 
festival.   

Even more frightening than that is the 
number of 'Christmas Stores' springing up 
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like an early and ominous dandelion on your 
lawn.  These are those shops where it is always 
Christmas; where chestnuts never stop roasting 
on an open-fire; where a transformed Ebenezer 
Scrooge cheerily skips down a snowy 
Dickensian street; and where even a wet 
Monday in February is the season to be jolly. 

Now, please don't think I'm going to have one 
of those rants that well-meaning clergy often 
indulge in at this time of year.  I'm not going to 
tell you not to enjoy yourself.  Neither am I 
going to insist that you 'put the Christ back into 
Christmas' or persuade you that 'He is the 
reason for the season.'  You know that already.  
Instead I'm going to invite you to wait, be 
patient, and get the most out of your Advent.  
It really can be a wonderful season, as 
transforming and joyful as the Festival it 
precedes. 

The trouble is that often I'm in a hurry, but 

God isn't.  I may be impatiently wanting 

him to fix this problem or solve that issue, 

but he is less anxious.  God sees the 

benefits of going without for a while.  He 

knows the advantages of waiting.   

This autumn seems to have been unusually 
painful for many.  Indeed, people fear that our 
nation and our world are on the brink of deep 
crisis.  Some are even talking about cataclysmic 
events that change, or even end, life as we 
know it.  In the middle of this pain, fear and 
uncertainty God sends his Advent invite.  It's a 
message of hope.  The world is not out of 
control, as some might say.  God is in charge 
and is 'working his purpose out as year 
succeeds to year.'  One day he will call 'time' on 
this sad old, bad old order of things, and 
resurrect this suffering creation.  God has a 
plan - both for his world, and for us 

individually.  Look closely.  He is bringing it to 
completion.  

The Advent invite is to be hopeful, to wait and 
to be patient.  How can we learn patience 
unless we are placed in situations where we 
tend be become impatient?  Why would we 
need hope if everything was fine and dandy?  
Why would we need to wait if we had instant 
perfection? 

Someone was praying once, òGod, how long is 
a thousand years to you?ó  And God said, òMy 
child, a thousand years to me is like a minute 
to you.ó  And then they asked, òAnd how 
much is a million dollars to you? ò  And God 
answered, òTo me a million dollars is like a 
penny to you.ó  They then asked, òGod, can I 
have one of your pennies?ó  And God said, 
òCertainly. Iõll send it to you in a minute.ó 

Give Me Patience  
(Continued from page 1)  

Z Adalyn Dorothy Sitta, baptized on {ŜǇǘΦ 11 
Z Ayden Stanley Gora, baptized hŎǘΦ 16 
 

They join a vast family of Christians around the 
world, and through the ages.  Among those 
dear to Mt. Calvary who are celebrating the 
anniversaries of their baptisms this fall and 
winter are:  

Z Mia Camryn Stevenson, 11/7/10  
Z Owen Edward Trainer, 11/6/10  
Z Thomas James Hollingshead, 1/10/10 
Z Eliot Richard Horn, 1/10/10  
Z Benjamin David Tyler, 2/1/09  
Z Richard Earle Jordan III, 2/1/09  
Z Benjamin Clements Gurgiolo, 1/4/09  
Z  Jack Riley Stevenson, 11/30/08 
Z Jacob Alexander Armstrong, 2/3/08  
Z Maria Johnson Benavides, 2/3/08  
Z Jeffrey Liam Berry, 2/3/08  
Z Lauren Rose D'Ambrosio, 2/3/08  
Z Raymond Arthur D'Ambrosio, 2/3/08  
Z Seth Henry Matson, 2/3/08  
Z Madeleine Pipe Silva, 2/3/08  
Z Reid Christopher Silva, 2/3/08  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Z John Leonard Waldner, 11/19/06  
Z Drew Gavin Bedard, 1/5/06  
Z Ernest Blake, 12/28/03 
Z Brian Lee Nelson, 11/29/03  
Z Makayla Sue Anton Nelson, 11/29/03  
Z Megan Elizabeth Dailey, 11/29/03  
Z Jameson Joseph Kelly, 1/12/03 
Z Shelby Anne Odell, 1/12/03  
Z Casey Christian Mackrell 1/13/02  
Z Benjamin Scott Webber, 11/26/00 
Z Sydney Rose Hungerford, 11/19/00  
Z Lee Marie Hungerford, 11/19/00  
Z John Clark Miller IV, 11/14/99  
Z Robert James Goodrich III, 1/24/99  
Z Benjamin Franklin Kelly, 1/10/99  
Z Sarah Joy Pearson, 1/10/99 
Z John Christian Way Worley, 12/20/98  
Z Madison Pearl Lamarca, 12/20/98  
Z Olivia Anne Cunningham, 11/15/98  
Z Scott Coulter St Peter, 11/8/98 
Z Louise Morgan Gebauer, 11/8/98  
Z Anna Louise Bostwick, 11/8/98  
Z Jessica Carol Kramer, 11/1/98 
Z Jimmy D Permenter III, 12/28/97  
Z Victoria Anne Goonrey, 12/28/97  
Z Alexander Sternbergh Tirion, 12/28/97  
Z Angela Patricia Tirion, 12/28/97  
Z Mary Dianna Tirion, 12/28/97  
Z Thomas John Alexander Tirion, 12/28/97  
Z Savannah Harrison Kerr, 12/28/97  
Z Connor James Mackrell, 11/16/97  
Z Lauren Ashley Herbert, 11/2/97  
Z Molly Anne Herbert, 11/2/97  
Z Maxwell Shaun McKenzie, 11/2/97  
Z Ronald Eugene Myers, 11/2/97  
Z Tristian William Myers, 11/2/97  
Z Sarah Marie Ketelesleger, 11/2/97 
Z Dylan Anthony Jenkins, 12/1/96  
Z Jordan Alpha Boarman, 1/8/95  

(Continued from page 2) 

Our first evening in October was attended by 
twenty -three women, and received positive 
feedback.  Our topic was "Female Archetypes 
in Post-Modern Society." 

We begin every meeting with gorgeous piano 
music provided by the equally gorgeous Lynn 
Alt, as a way to center and calm 
ourselves.  There is good generational 
representation which provide wonderful 
examples and graceful wisdom. 

In November's meeting we explored the theme 
of relationships more deeply, acknowledging 
Jesus' command to "love thy neighbor as 
thyself."   Where do all our relationships 
begin?  With ourselves.  How do we, as 
women, function internally in relationship to 
ourselves so that we are more able to love God 
and others as Christ commanded. 

I look forward to continued sharing on 
December 6 when we meet again at 7 pm, 
beginning our get -together with more soothing 
music in the sanctuary.  All women are 
welcome to attend as much or as little as is 
convenient.  No one is required to 
speak.  Please be free to do what is comfortable 
for you.   Hope to see you there.  

Blessings and Peace, 
Cindy Johnston 

About the Womenõs Group 
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Vestry News  
Z With the recent updating of 

the Parish Registers there are 
now 460 members of Mt. 
Calvary.  All of these people 
have a real and tangible 
relationship with Mt. Calvary 
either through regular 
attendance, financial giving or 
pastoral contact.   

Z Judy Hawthorn is kindly 
installing a baby -changing 
table in the women's 
bathroom downstairs.  

Z The disused oil-tank has now 
been removed from its 
underground home, thereby 
averting a disastrous leakage 
into the soil and water -table. 

Z Exploratory excavations in the 
south stairwell are on-going in 
order to locate the water 
problem in the wall.  

Z The update of the parish 
directory has gone very 
efficiently, and Janet 
Stevenson has done an 
amazing job in organizing it.  
Over half of the members of 
the church posed for photos 
and will receive a 
complementary picture and 
directory.  We will take 
delivery of the new directory 
shortly after Christmas.  

Z We have now revised the 
Parish by-laws, and amended 
parts of them to reflect the 
current needs of the parish.  
The revisions reflect a greater 
democratization of parish -life, 
as well as bringing our by -
laws into line with Diocesan 
and National Canons.  A copy 
of the by-laws is available in 
the parish office for anyone 
wanting to read them.  

 

Z We have changed electricity 
providers, saving the parish 
around $3,000 per year. 

Z We have negotiated a new 
contract with EarthLink 
telecommunications which 
lowers our monthly bills yet 
increases the speed of our 
Internet connection ten-fold.  

Z We have installed new 
amplification in the nursery.  

Z We have invited three 
contractors to bid for the work 
of installing air -conditioning 
in the education wing.  This 
priority emphasizes Mt. 
Calvary's commitment to 
ministry with children and 
families. 

Z We have decided not to 
replace or re-cover the pew 
cushions. 

Z We have empowered the sub-
committees of the vestry to 
spend up to $500 (or 10% of 
their budgets, whichever is 
greater) without prior 
authorization by the Vestry.  
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Here's what they're all doing:  

Outreach  

¶ Exploring possible partnerships with the 
Diocese of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

¶ Discussing how to focus on a few projects and 
support them well, rather than trying to do too 
much. 

¶ Beginning to assess local needs. 
Members: Sally Lied (Chair), Cheri Fogarty, Dennis 
Stromberg, Molly McCurdy, Phil Goropoulos, 
Melanie Gurgiolo, Fr. Duncan.  

Communications  

¶ Taking a good long look at the Church website 
and seeing how it can be improved.   

(Continued on page 5) 

News from the Committees  Action Groups!  


