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Psalm 63 begins in an inspiring way: 

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  

as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,  

that I might behold your power and your glory. 

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; 

 my lips shall give you praise. (vv 1-3, BCP p. 670) 

“Loving-kindness.”  This word, which occurs often in our Hebrew Scrip-
tures (Old Testament) is transliterated from the Hebrew (see figure on 
right) as chesed and pronounced “ke-SED.” It is sometimes translated 
“steadfast love” or “loyalty.”  This love describes the love and the faithful-
ness that God has for God’s people that is constant, always there, in spite 
of sometimes our own faithlessness. 

Chesed has been likened to the New Testament Greek word for Christ’s 
love – agape. Love, undeserved, yet always emanating from the loving 
heart of God. 

We are called, first, to acknowledge that we are loved, to live into being 
beloved; and then we are called to reflect the constant, steadfast, loyal 
love of God to a world which mostly doesn’t understand, but desperately 
needs to know something of God’s transformative loving-kindness, 
which, says the psalmist, “is better than life itself.” 

Let’s remember we are loved. And then let’s love each other in the same 
spirit. 

In Christ, 

David+ 

Your loving-kindness is 
better than life itself.  

Psalm 63:3a 

Dear Friends,  
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New Vestments for Advent 
 
We have just received some beautiful Sarum blue vestments and hangings for the Advent Season. They are 
given in loving memory of Lyn Kendall by her family and will be dedicated on the occasion of their first 
use— the First Sunday of Advent, 2011 (November 27th).  
Blue as a color for Advent is traditionally an English/Anglican practice and has widespread following in 
the Episcopal Church. (And it looks great in St. Paul’s!) 
Below are excerpts from an article in the newsletter of Nativity, Dothan (written by Lauren Flowers) de-
scribing some aspects of the Advent season, including an explanation of the use of Sarum blue.  I thought it 
might be helpful in introducing this liturgical change: 

“Every Sunday we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 
come again. This proclamation is given sensual expression in the various seasons of the 
church calendar. Our liturgical year comes to a close this Sunday with Christ crowned king 
on the last Sunday of Pentecost, only to begin again the following Sunday with the season 
of Advent. 
“Christ reigns at the center of all liturgical expression. The church’s various ornaments and 
brocades reflect the honor due his kingship. From season to season, we remember Him with 
adjustments in color, song, light, and prayer. In the past, our vestments and Altar linens 
were purple in the season of Advent. Purple is also the traditional color for Lent. It ex-
presses the royalty of Christ and also the penitential character of interior preparation. Ad-
vent, however, is not a season to be confused with Lent. 
“To honor the distinct character of Advent, Nativity will expand its liturgical palette to in-
clude Sarum blue. As the customary color for Advent at Salisbury Cathedral, Sarum blue 
has a widespread following in the Church of England and in the Episcopal Church as well.  
The Sarum blue vestments and Altar linens we will bless this Sunday at the 10:30 service.  
“Blue is the color of hope, and Advent is fundamentally a season of hope: the messianic 
hope of Israel, the hope of John the Baptist crying in the wilderness, the hope of Mary bear-
ing her son, and finally our own hope that he will come again. It is a time of expectancy and 
preparation. In it, we imagine a Christ as yet unborn – his crown unclaimed, his kingdom a 
promise – and also a Christ who will come again to judge the quick and the dead. 
“Advent falls in the depth of winter, when the nights are the longest of the year, and it is 
from that vantage point that we wait and watch for signs of the Son’s return. The Advent 
wreath reflects the gathering of light, increasing from Sunday to Sunday, until it is born in 
all its radiance on Christmas.”  
[Note: Lauren is now a middler at Sewanee Seminary studying for the priesthood. She is a 
classmate of St. Paul’s own Candice Frazer] 

Among the churches in our area who are using blue as the liturgical color for Advent are: Ascension, 
Montgomery; St. Michael and All Angels, Millbrook; All Saints’, Birmingham; St. Stephens’, Birming-
ham; St. Luke’s, Birmingham; St. Thomas, Birmingham; St. Stephen’s, Huntsville; Nativity, Huntsville. 

 

DBP+ 
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LOBSTER FEST UPDATE 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, CHAIRFOLKS OF ALL COMMITTEES AND ALL VOLUN-
TEERS! It takes everyone from baking pies to wrapping silverware to make Lobster 
FEST happen. You all made it great!  A SPECIAL THANKS to Barbara Leet for all her 
help and guidance. I could not have done it without her.  It was a huge success!!!! We 
sold all 500 lobsters and we made approximately $6,500.00. We also want to thank 
the Selma Police Dept. for their help! 
Thanks, Bunny Gamble, for the Lobster Fest notebook with all the details in it. It helped 
so much!  
Everyone I have talked with said Lobster Fest was wonderful and they can't wait till we 
have it again!! 
Looking forward to next year's Lobster Fest! 
The “Lobster Queen,” Nancy Travis 
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Pumpkin Patch Pictures! 

...And Parish Retreat Pictures! 



 PAGE 5 

Las Posadas 

Posada means "inn" in Spanish. Because there are numer-
ous host families, the plural "posadas" is used for this 
journey of the Holy Family. In Mexico, this procession 
lasts nine days, representing the nine months of Mary’s 
pregnancy. Their procession begins on December 16th 
and ends on Christmas Eve. We at St. Paul’s adopted this 
tradition from St. Luke’s, Birmingham, a long time ago, 
choosing the entire season of Advent to accommodate 
many families. We use our St. Paul’s creche figures for 
this journey. In Mexico, children and adults, carrying 
small statues of the Holy Family, process by candlelight, 
singing and asking for refuge. They are refused lodging 
until Christmas Eve, when they are invited in for a party. 
This tradition may have been started in 1538 or even ear-
lier by Catholic friars. The pilgrims are called "los pere-
grinos". If you attend Sunday School on November 27th, 
you may be approached by young “peregrinos” for lodg-
ing and are expected to refuse to help them. Yes, refuse. 

On Sunday, November 27, following the 10:30 am Holy 
Eucharist, our Holy Family will begin their journey from 
one St. Paul’s home to the next. Their journey ends on 
Christmas Eve at St. Paul’s, where they finally find 
"room in the inn.”  

The sign-up sheet for Las Posadas will be on the bulletin 
board in the Lower Hall next to Betsy’s office. Signing up 
starts on Sunday, November 6th, so check your calendars 
now for your favorite date to be a host family. The days 
available are November 27th through December 23rd. 
The host rules are simple. You will receive the Holy 
Family before sundown, having made arrangements with 
the family before you. A list of host family phone num-
bers will be provided. Please place the guests in a special 
place and spend some time with Mary and Joseph, read-
ing, singing, or in prayer. This is your quiet time during 
this busy season, so take advantage of it. You will need to 
make arrangements with the next family, so you can de-
liver the Holy Family to them before sundown the next 
day. Sign up for a special evening. 

Barbara Pritchard, “Bethlehem Travel Agent” 

Senior Warden Comments – November 2011 

Special thanks to Junior Warden Greg Bjelke and those 
who participated in the “spruce up” work party prior to 
the Lobster Fest. The results of your efforts were ap-
preciated by all who worked on and attended this year’s 
lobster fest which was again a resounding success . 
Many thanks to Nancy Travis and all who worked so 
hard and diligently on this special fundraising and out-
reach project. 

The weather cooperated perfectly and the 2011 Parish 
Retreat at Camp McDowell was enthusiastically re-
viewed and praised by those who could attend. What a 
unique opportunity this annual event provides for inter-
generational contact among our parish family! Make 
your plans to participate next fall. 

The Pumpkin Patch has once again transformed our 
courtyard into a picture-perfect representation of our fall 
season. What a beautiful way to combine educational 
opportunities with fun for our children. Thanks to Dusty 
Brown and all who made this year’s “Patch” a success. 

Buds and Bread is participating in a hands-on workday 
in Sawyerville with Habitat on November 12. Anyone 
who can attend will be welcomed. Please contact the 

parish office if you are available. 

Our Stewardship campaign is now in full swing and you 
are urged to prayerfully consider and generously re-
spond with your pocketbook since we will soon be pre-
paring our budget for next year. We all need to provide 
our treasure (as well as our time and talent) to ensure 
that St. Paul’s continues to meet its responsibilities to 
our community and the diocese. 

Our annual parish meeting will be on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4 in which we will elect four new Vestry members to 
replace Cart Blackwell, Ed Greene, Tommy Jones and 
Mike Sexton whose terms expire. Please give careful 
thought and consideration to nominees for these four 
positions. 

Finally, the Selma Community Thanksgiving Service 
this year will be held on November 20 at 6:00 P.M. at 
First Presbyterian Church and St. Paul’s Thanksgiving 
service will be at 10:00 A.M. on Thanksgiving day. 

            
Faithfully, 

Ralph Hobbs 
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November Books ‘N Brown Bags 

The selection for the November book discussion 
is God Has A Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time 
by Desmond Tutu, retired Anglican Archbishop 
of  Cape Town, South Africa and Nobel Peace 
Prize recipient.  

Please come join us on Monday November 28th  
from 12-1pm in the Bishops’ Room for conver-
sation and reflection on this wonderful and in-
spiring book!! All are welcome, whether you 
have read the book or not!! Bring yourself, your 

brown bag lunch, and your thoughts. See you 
then…. 

P.S. Planning ahead? There will be no book 
group meeting in December due to the holidays 
but we will gather again on January 23rd for a 
discussion of Alan Paton’s Cry, the Beloved Country.  

   

Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Elections—Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 4th! Our 
annual St. Paul’s Parish Meeting will be held that morning. At the meeting, reports will be given about the 
various ministries of the parish. Four new vestry members will be elected. Cart Blackwell, Ed Greene, 
Tommy Jones, and Mike Sexton will be rotating off the vestry. To be eligible to serve on the vestry, one 
must be a confirmed communicant in good standing of St. Paul’s and at least sixteen (16) years of age. 
Nominations are now until November 15th. Brief biographies of the nominees will be distributed. People 
may be nominated at any time up until the Parish Meeting, but only those nominated by November 15th 
will have their bios published. Nomination forms can be found on the back table at church and in the 
church office.  

The Sunday Schedule for December 4th is as follows: 

• One Holy Eucharist service only at 9:00am 

• Annual Meeting in the church nave immediately following the Eucharist. 

• No early breakfast served at church, but… 

• Potluck Brunch in Parker Hall will follow the meeting 
Please make plans to be a part of this annual and important business gathering of our parish...and then 
continue to enjoy fellowship with one another at the brunch afterwards!! 

Alabama Grace Notes - Would you like a window into some now-and-then reflections on the intersection of 
spirituality and day-to-day life? Betsy has begun a "sometime" blog entitled "Alabama Grace Notes” which you 

are welcome to access and follow! The blog address is http://alabamagracenotes.blogspot.com.  
 "Open wide the eyes of my soul that I may see good in all things…”                 

[from the prayer in the back of every issue of Forward Day by Day devotional booklets] 
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NOVEMBER 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       

• 1st All Saints’ Day—Holy Eucharist 6:15pm
 Bible Study 11am 

• 6th  All Saints’ Sunday  
 Holy Eucharist  7:30am & 10:30am
 Breakfast  8:15am  
 9:10am Sunday School for all ages 
 EYC 5-7pm 

• 7th DOK Meeting 6:15pm 

• 8th  NO Bible Study (Betsy out of town) 

• 9th  Holy Eucharist 7am  
 Breakfast follows  
 Little Friends’ Chapel 9:30am 
 Cedar Hill Eucharist  10:30am  

• 13th  22 Pentecost    
 Holy Eucharist  7:30 & 10:30am  
 Breakfast 8:15am          
 Sunday School for all ages 9:10am 
 EYC 5-7pm 

• 14th  PBJ Club 3:30-5:30pm 

• 15th St. Paul Bible Study 11am 

• 16th Holy Eucharist 7am  
 Breakfast follows  
 Little Friends’ Chapel 9:30am 

• 17th Vestry 5:30pm  

• 20th  18 Pentecost   
 Holy Eucharist  7:30 & 10:30am 
 Breakfast  8:15am  
 9:10am Sunday School for all ages 
 Ecumenical T’giving Service 6pm  

• 22nd St. Paul Bible Study 11am  

• 23rd Holy Eucharist 7am  
 Breakfast follows  

• 24th Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist 10am 

• 27th 1 Advent—Las Posadas  
 Holy Eucharist 7:30&10:30am 
 Breakfast 8:15am  
 9:10am Sunday School for all ages 
 EYC 5-7pm 

• 28th  Books ‘N Brown Bags 

• 29th St. Paul Bible Study 11am 

• 30th  Holy Eucharist 7am  
 Breakfast follows  
 Little Friends’ Chapel 9:30am 

    
    

SAVE THE DATES! 

December 4th—Annual Meeting Sunday—Holy Eucharist at 9:00am;  
 Annual Meeting to follow; concluding with Potluck Brunch 

December 21st—Tea-Time Tree Trim, Caroling and Christmas Pageant 

January 7th—Investiture of The Right Reverend Kee Sloan as Diocesan 
 Bishop—Cathedral Church of the Advent, Birmingham, AL 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

St. Paul’s on the Road 
Anne Pilcher—St. James’ Episcopal Church, Fairhope, AL 

Betsy & David Powell—St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Greensboro, AL 

Betsy Powell—West End UMC, Nashville, TN 
Jill Mange—St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, Croton-on-Hudson,
  NY 

Joyce Dawson—Evergreen Presbyterian Church, Dothan, AL 

Note: Choir meets Wednesdays at 
6pm! 



 

210 Lauderdale Street 
P O Box 1306 

Selma, AL 36702-1306 

Church Office: (334) 874-8421 
Fax:  (334) 875-7457 

www.stpaulsselma.dioala.org 
 

The Rev David Powell - rector@stpaulselma.org 
The Rev Betsy Powell - 

associaterector@stpaulselma.org 
The Rev Joe Knight - hazenone@bellsouth.net 

Joyce Dawson - parish@stpaulselma.org 
Joanie Hammonds - deacon@stpaulselma.org 

Miriam Coffee/Patti Campbell–
choir@stpaulselma.org 

ST PAUL’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH † NOVEMBER 2011 

“We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing…” 
Celebrate Thanksgiving with the 

Selma Community at the   
Community Thanksgiving Service 

6:00 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 20 at  
First Presbyterian Church 

 
We will be led in worship by the First Presbyterian choir,  

clergy from the downtown churches, and  
the Rev. Rodney Morton, 

Pastor, Tabernacle Baptist Church  
will bring a Thanksgiving message.   

The offering will go to the Selma Area Food Bank.  

And on Thanksgiving Day itself, join your parish     
family at St. Paul’s for Holy Eucharist at 10:00am! 


