MINISTRY MEMO 
for
Clergy, Wardens and Lay Leaders of the

Diocese of Nebraska

July 15, 2008
From the Bishop

Dear Friends in Christ,

By the time you read this I will be beginning my residence and work as your bishop at the Lambeth Conference in England, which runs from July 16 to August 4.  Please be assured of my prayers while I am away, and know that I cherish yours as well.  Canon Judi Yeates is writing the letter for this month’s edition of the Ministry Memo, but I wanted you to know that as I participate in the worship, Bible studies, and other meetings and events of this historic gathering, I will carry you all close in mind and heart, and I pray that I may be a faithful representative of our diocese.  I also pray that each and every one of you will have a peaceful, restorative, and spiritually refreshing summer.  I look forward to our next meeting or visit this fall!

Faithfully,

+Joe

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,


As I write this article for the Ministry Memo, Bishop Burnett is in residence under the warm hospitality of Brecon Cathedral in Wales, where he preached this past Sunday, preparing to gather with Archbishop Rowan Williams and over 400 other bishops from across the Anglican Communion at Kent University on the grounds of Canterbury Cathedral.  Beginning on August 16th the bishops will be arriving at Lambeth and spending the first three days on retreat with one another, followed by several weeks of presentations and discussions on issues such as Safeguarding God’s Creation, Engaging Ministry in a Multi-Faith World, Living Under Scripture, and ending with discussions concerning the Anglican Covenant, which will in many ways overshadow the real mission and ministry of the conference.  A schedule of the Lambeth Conference and daily updates and prayers can be found on the web at www.lambethconference.org or www.episcopalchurch.org/elife.


Because of the international publicity that this particular Lambeth Conference brings our parishioners here in Nebraska seem to have a renewed interest in its history and it appears to be a wonderful teachable moment in our parishes about the Anglican Communion and the Lambeth Conference.  I encourage you to consider it as a possible topic for your adult forums and discussions in your parishes this fall.  Bishop Burnett is looking forward to many opportunities to travel throughout the diocese and share with your clericus, deanery or parish his experiences at Lambeth. Please remember to keep Bishop Burnett and all of the bishops in your thoughts and prayers throughout the Lambeth Conference which ends on August 3rd.     


Meanwhile, back at the diocesan office, work continues and it is budget crunching time.  Our Finance Committee meets on August 5 to discuss the 2009 budget in order to have a preliminary budget to the Executive Commission for approval at their September 5 meeting.   I do not need to tell you that 2009 will be a very challenging year for budgeting.  At the diocese, we are looking at ways to reduce costs in the office and on the road while continuing to do the ministry and mission of the diocese.  

I know that you will soon be preparing for Stewardship Sunday in your parishes.  The diocese is sponsoring Stewardship Workshops in both Omaha and Kearney on October 17 and 18 respectively. Mark your calendars now to attend one of these workshops.  Canon Anderson will be providing registration information soon. It is our hope this workshop will help your parish Stewardship and Finance Committees as they prepare to crunch numbers for your 2009 budgets.


To end on a more positive note, it is Camp Comeca time! ….  The theme this year is “Be a HERO!  Helping Hands, Enthusiastic Spirit, Ready to respond, Open Heart.”  Our Diocesan Youth Coordinators, Noelle Ptomey, Robin Heller, Janet Squires and Andrea Jay have been very busy planning for the camps.  Senior Camp has twenty youth registered and will begin on Thursday of this week.  Junior Camp is scheduled for July 28th through August 1 with about 25 children registered so far.  The deadline for Junior Camp registration is Monday, July 21.  You still have time to register!  Registration forms can be found on the diocesan web site at www.episcopal-ne.org.  

The camps this year have been challenged with transportation issues.  Camp Comeca is no longer providing van service, so we are having to rely more on carpooling than before.  It is helpful if you can arrange carpools within your parish or city.  If you are not able to get your campers to Cozad, please contact the diocesan office as soon as possible for assistance because we do not want the lack of transportation to prevent any of our youth from the wonderful experience of camp that will stay with them forever. 

I hope that you will give your children and youth an opportunity to share with your parish their experiences of camp upon their return.  I know that it will be a blessing!


Peace and grace to you and blessings for the perfect ending to a refreshing and renewing summer.  Judi+

News of the Family
Your Prayers are requested for the friends and family of Dean John Bartholomew.  Service times and dates for Dean Bart have been scheduled as follow. 

 

Requiem Eucharist
Saint Mark's Episcopal Church
Lake City, MN
Saturday, July 19, 2008
11:00 a.m.
 

Choral Requiem Eucharist and Committal
Saint Mark's Episcopal Pro-Cathedral
Hastings, NE
Saturday, August 16, 2008
10:00 a.m.
 

Clergy who plan to attend the services in Hastings please contact Barb White stmark@inebraska.com at Saint Mark's so that adequate seating and accommodations can be made.
Parishes in Transition

If you have a position in your parish that you would like to see posted here, please contact Canon John Schaefer at the diocesan office.

Church of the Resurrection, Omaha: The vestry has formed a Search Committee and is beginning work on a parish profile. The immediate plan is to interview and call an interim rector to serve for a designated period of time although supply clergy have been used to date.

Church of the Holy Spirit, Bellevue:  The Search Committee is finishing up its parish profile and hopes to be ready to receive candidate names by the end of June.

St. Augustine’s Church, Elkhorn/Omaha:  The Search Committee is also finishing up its parish profile and hopes to be ready to receive candidate names by the end of June.

St. John’s in Valentine and St. John’s in Broken Bow are continuing to look for part time clergy to serve their respective parishes.  A possibility exists for some joint ministry between a parish in the Diocese of South Dakota (Winter) and St. John’s in Valentine that may be full time. If you know of any priest who may be interested in either of these positions, please contact Canon John Schaefer at the diocesan office.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE AND DIOCESAN EVENTS
July – December 2008
July 2008
July 16 – August 3
 Lambeth Conference, Canterbury, England. 

July 17-20
Senior Camp Comeca, Cozad
July 28-Aug 1
Junior Camp Comeca, Cozad

August 2008

August 23
Western Deanery Meeting at Holy Apostles Mitchell 10:00 a.m.

September 2008


Sept. 1

Happening Eucharist, St. Luke’s, Kearney

Sept. 2

Bishop and Chairs, COM and Standing Comm, St. Augustine’s, Elkhorn/Omaha

Sept. 5

Executive Commission Meeting, Holy Trinity, Lincoln, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sept. 7

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Francis, Scottsbluff
Sept 10
Celebration of New Ministry, The Rev.Mary Hendricks, 

                        St.Alban’s McCook 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 14
Bishop’s Visitation, Christ Church, Beatrice, St. Luke’s, Wymore

Sept. 16-19
House of Bishops’ Called Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah

Sept. 19-21
Deacons’ Retreat, Benedictine Center, Schuyler

Sept 19-20
Order of St. Luke’s Healing Mission at St. Martha’s Papillion Time TBA

Sept. 21
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Andrew’s, Seward

Sept. 22-24
Midwest Bishops, St. Louis

Sept. 26-28
Anglican Theological Review Board, Seabury Western, Evanston, IL

Sept. 30
Bishop and Trustees, Clarkson Center

October 2008

Oct. 5

Bishop’s Visitation, Oregon Trail Trinity Cluster, Ogallala, Oshkosh, Bridgeport

Oct. 12

Bishop’s Visitation, Holy Apostles, Mitchell, and Calvary, Hyannis
Oct. 19

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Luke’s, Plattsmouth

Oct. 26

Bishop’s Visitation, St. Luke’s, Kearney

November 2008

Nov. 2

Bishop’s Visitation, Grace Church, Chadron

Nov. 7-9
Annual Council, Gering Convention Center, Gering

Nov. 16
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Matthew’s, Lincoln
Nov. 23
Bishop’s Visitation, Our Savior, North Platte

Nov. 30
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Martin’s, Omaha

December 2008

Dec. 2

Bishop and Trustees, Clarkson Center

Dec. 7

Bishop’s Visitation, Holy Trinity, Lincoln

Dec. 8-10
House of Bishops’ Theology Committee, Washington National Cathedral

Dec. 14
Bishop’s Visitation, St. Augustine’s, DeWitt

Dec. 21
Bishop’s Visitation, St. James, Fremont

Dec. 24
Bishop in Residence, Trinity Cathedral, Omaha
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Parish Web sites 

As of August 1, the Diocese of Nebraska has contracted with Digital Faith, a non-profit company whose sole business is to host and develop Web sites for dioceses. The diocesan site will have the same address: http://www.episcopal-ne.org and all e-mail addresses will stay the same.

Digital Faith already hosts several Web sites of other dioceses. One of the benefits of using Digital Faith will be the ability to host parish Web sites at a very reasonable cost. The cost to any parish will be no more than $50 a month with no additional set up fee. The monthly fee will be on a sliding scale with smaller parishes paying no more than $10 a month.”

Added benefits include a “content management system” that would allow any parish to update and maintain its Web site with no technical training. “It’s as easy as using a word processor and more than

one person could maintain the site from any computer that has an internet connection,” Schaefer said.

“Support can be either through Digital Faith or through me.”

Parishes with a current Web site can keep the same domain name and complete support is given in transferring each site to the new system. “This Web site solution is too good to pass up,” he said.

Every parish, no matter how large or small, should have a website.  It is the primary vehicle that people today use to look for and find out about churches. This Web site solution will allow each parish to maintain a well-designed site that is easy to update and maintain at a very reasonable cost. It is available to all parishes and organizations within the diocese. For more information, please contact John Schaefer at the diocesan office. (866) 341-5373 or jschaefer@episcopal-ne.org. 

EVENTS!  CONFERENCES!  TRAINING!
Women’s Ministries Summer Event
August 16, 2008

St. Augustine’s Church, 285 S 208th Street, 

Omaha (Elkhorn). NE 68022 

Theme:  What Do You Do When Your Life Is Falling Apart:

 No Trite Answers, No Glib Sayings

9:00 – 10:00 – Registration 

10:00 – 12:30 
Workshop:  The Rev. Lynn Orville

12:30-1:15
Lunch, time to visit the Quiet Garden

1:15-3:00

Workshop cont.

3:00-4:00
Closing Eucharist

All women are welcome to come to this event.  

Registration Form—August 11 Deadline

Name_____________________________________

Address___________________________________

City, State, and Zip Code_______________________

Telephone #(with area code)____________________

E-mail address for confirmation__________________

Cost:  Free, but registration is requested if you want to be guaranteed lunch.  

The first 25 pre-registrants will receive a free gift.  

Send to: Sandra Squires, 681 S. 86th Street, Omaha, NE 68114-4205.  sksquires@cox.net or 402/397-4059.  
______________________________________________
Small Organ available:  A Sears Galaxy 8180 double keyboard organ is available if a church would like to have it.  A couple from St. Augustine’s, Elkhorn is willing to give it away to someone who will use it – but they need to have it picked up by the end of July, as they are moving.  If you’re interested or need more information:  call Check and Pat Strehl at 402-496-4429.
A Day in the Life

The Bishop’s Journal
June 2008
June 1-8.  Vacation.

June 9-14.  Travel to Fort Yates, ND, for Province VI Commission on Ministry and Synod meetings.  Left Fort Yates Saturday morning, June 14, and drove to Valentine.

June 15.  Visitation at St. John’s, Valentine, where I celebrated, confirmed one, and enjoyed the sparkling fellowship of this small but vibrant congregation.  At lunch afterwards I enjoyed hearing about the latest news, and how much everyone appreciates their current interim supply priest—a certain bishop named James Krotz! Left midday after lunch heading back toward Omaha.  Stopped briefly at St. Mary’s, Bassett, in time to see their lovely new stained glass windows, and speak to Fr. Randy Goeke and other members just finishing Sunday lunch at the Bassett Hotel.  Arrived back at home Sunday evening.

June 16.  Day off.

June 17. Medical appointments and tests in the morning, then to office for catch up staff meeting midday into early afternoon.  Miscellaneous office matters in the afternoon.  Headed to All Saints for meeting tonight of representatives from all the metro Omaha and Lincoln parishes to update all on the progress of the Tri-Faith Initiative.  Tim Anderson, Ernesto Medina, and Woody Bradford each contributed updated reports and discussed options for developing future plans with a “Bishop’s Tri-Faith Advisory 
Commission.”

June 18.  Preparation for Lambeth in the morning.  In the afternoon went to Clarkson College to record a video interview for their fall anniversary celebration.  In the late afternoon met Robin Heller at St. Augustine, Elkhorn to record a video message for the upcoming camp sessions at Comeca, since I will be away at Lambeth and unable to attend.

June 19-20.  Catching up on correspondence, etc., and reading for Lambeth.  Also working on sermon for Sunday visitation, as well as a homily for this Saturday’s service with the diocesan convention of the Daughters of the King.

June 21.  Drove to Grand Island to be at St. Stephen’s for part of the closing session at the annual convention of the diocesan Daughters of the King (DOK).  Enjoyed the opportunity to see many of these active members, and also to meet the current national president, Joan Dalrymple, who was the guest speaker at this year’s convention, and welcome Phyllis Easley, the Province VI DOK president.  I celebrated and preached at the closing eucharist in the nave.  Returned to Omaha arriving Saturday evening.

June 22.  Drove early to St. David’s, Lincoln, to prepare for celebration and blessing and re-dedication of their new nave addition, as well as a new planned columbarium.  It was a beautiful and festive liturgy, well attended, and a bountiful pot-luck lunch followed in their spacious parish hall.  Enjoyed visits with many parishioners, as well as the rector George Benson, and also had brief visits with seminarians Joyce Scheyer and Christine Plantz, both of whom came from Omaha where they are doing Clinical Pastoral Education training this summer.

June 23.  Day off.

June 24-25.  Home office, miscellaneous items, Lambeth reading.

June 26-27.  At Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria for two days of reading and preparation.  On Friday evening, June 27, I attended the evensong and reception honoring Eugene Sutton, a friend of some years, as he prepares to be ordained bishop of Maryland at the Washington National Cathedral tomorrow.  I moved to the Cathedral College to enjoy their library and to be on hand for the weekend events.

June 28. Arose early for a breakfast meeting of some twenty plus bishops with Presiding Bishop Katharine and her chancellor, David Beers, in the Cathedral’s west tower.  Joined many bishops, including almost all of the church’s African-American bishops, for the service of ordination and consecration of Gene Sutton at the Cathedral.  A dramatic and moving ceremony, in what was for all practical purposes a packed house!  Gene will be the first African-American bishop of Maryland—and he was elected on the first ballot!  The service and reception went well into the afternoon, and it was good to reconnect with many colleagues and have a chance to visit some about matters related to the upcoming Lambeth conference.

June 29.  I thoroughly enjoyed a morning of worship at the National Cathedral—a place that always moves me deeply—and then a quiet afternoon at the college before returning home tomorrow.

June 30.  Flew back to Omaha, arriving in the afternoon.  Early evening appointment with Robert Schlismann, former Sr. Warden of Holy Trinity, Lincoln, who is about to be made a postulant, and is planning to attend the School of Theology in Sewanee, Tennessee for a year’s study leading toward a Diploma in Anglican Studies.  Tonight I attended an open meeting of the Tri-Faith Board tonight at All Saints.  Bishop Christopher Epting and the Rev. Tom Ferguson, both of whom work in the area of interfaith and ecumenical relations for the Episcopal Church, were present to share with the group what is happening in these areas around the country.  We were also joined by many of the parish representatives who attended the meeting two weeks ago.  Tomorrow begins a “Countdown to Lambeth.”  More in an expanded journal next month!  

DIOCESE OF NEBRASKA STAFF/ RESOURCE LIST
109 North 18th Street

Omaha, Nebraska 68102

(402) 341-5373            (402) 341-8683 (Fax)     Toll Free Number (866) 341-5373

email: diocese@episcopal-ne.org     Web: www.episcopal-ne.org
_______________________________________________________________________
Bishop – Ext 116

The Rt. Rev. Joe Goodwin Burnett 


Email: jburnett@episcopal-ne.org
Canon to the Ordinary – Ext 119



Rev. Canon Judi Yeates



Email: jyeates@episcopal-ne.org



Canon for Development and Executive Director, Bishop Clarkson Episcopal Foundation

The Rev. Canon Timothy Anderson


Email: tanderson@episcopal-ne.org
402-944-2830

(cell) 402-699-1670

Canon for Clergy Development and Parish Renewal – Ext 122
The Rev. Dr. John Schaefer



Email: jschaefer@episcopal-ne.org
Cell (402) 690-0991     



 

Christian Formation Consultant and Resource Center – Ext 138

The Rev. Ruth Jaynes



Email:  rjaynes@episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Youth Coordinators - Located in each Deanery 

Central Deanery- Noelle Ptomey  

Email :nptomey@episcopal-ne.org
Eastern Deanery – Robin Heller  

Email: heller101@cox.net
Southeastern Deanery – Janet Squires  
Email: jsquires@episcopal-ne.org
Western Deanery -  Andrea Jay  

Email: 
Archdeacon
The Ven. James Visger

402-483-5712





Email: visgermnj@aol.com
Nebraska Episcopalian

Don Rabbe, Editor

 (402) 483-5528  




Email: therabbes@inebraska.com
Diocesan Administrator, and Assistant to the Bishop – Ext 118

Nancy Nichols




Email: nnichols@episcopal-ne.org
Financial Administrator – Ext 127

Sue Renninger




Email: srenninger@episcopal-ne.org
Front Office Administrator – Ext 114

Jan Wadleigh 





Email: jwadleigh@episcopal-ne.org
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