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EASTER TRADITIONS
These pysanky
-- or Ukranian
Easter eggs - are from the
collection of
Vivian Krueger,
a member of St.
Thomas, Terrace
Park. Some
are more than
40 years old.
Krueger teaches
a class each
spring on how
to create these
eggs, a Ukranian
symbol of resurrection and new
life. See page 16
for more photos
and story. Photo
by Julie Murray.

connect land,
volunteers, service
BY RICHELLE THOMPSON
INTERCHANGE EDITOR
Eighteen months ago, in a hospital room at Cleveland
Clinic, Paul Clever felt the strong presence of God. His
wife, Sarah, was undergoing another painful procedure for
ulcerative colitis, a disease of the small intestine and colon.
Paul was unhappy with his work. They missed their old
community.
“I felt like God was saying to me, ‘Be the minister you
want to be, and you’ll be provided for,” says Paul Clever.
Within a month, he quit his job and the young couple
moved back to Athens.
“Things have fallen in place,” says Clever. “And we’ve
been provided for.”
Members of Church of the Good Shepherd, the couple
has launched an ambitious ministry with many parts – all
designed to assist those on the margins of society and to
involve people more fully into living their faith. Last
summer, the Good Earth Hunger Mission, founded by the
Clevers, donated 5,000 pounds of vegetables grown from a
community garden they planted and nurtured. The Clevers
are developing a volunteer corps and inviting groups to
come to Athens and Appalachia on mission trips. They
also have started a community of faith – a group of people
who live and pray together, whose lives are committed to
helping others.
And perhaps one of the most incredible aspects of the
ministry: Paul is doing this for free. Sarah’s salary as a community college teacher supports them both. The ministry
has started to receive some grants and donations, but Paul
draws no salary, save for fresh vegetables for dinner.
“Those kids are amazing,” says Jill DePue, a neighbor in
Athens. “Considering the state of the world right now, we
need more people like Paul and Sarah ... Their ministry is
transforming the community. I see them living their faith
every day.”
The son of a veterinarian who helped his dad farm over
the years, Clever always has appreciated the land and working with his hands. He took a year off from his political
science studies at Virginia Tech to intern at a farm. He also
PLEASE SEE MINISTRIES, PAGE 7
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Hocking Valley churches combine
resources to help communities
BY ARIEL MILLER AND RICHARD CARLSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTORS
Like David against Goliath, the Episcopal churches of
the Hocking Valley are taking on huge issues with daring
and success. Meeting March 7 in Athens for a roundtable
organized by ECSF trustee Paul Clever, they shared news of
how they’re tackling hunger, climate change, and crime.
Churches already have developed innovative teamwork
to combat hunger, such as mobilizing college students
to help aging congregations provide community meals.
Panelists challenged them to contribute funds to fill backpacks with food for the weekend for children whose impoverished families qualify for free or reduced lunch. Thrilled
by the progress of the Good Earth Hunger Mission in
Athens, they are planning a Deanery Planting Day on May
2 for delegations to plant as the first step in increasing the
yield of this project to more than 25,000 pounds of farmfresh food for the valley’s food pantries and soup kitchens.
Athens is a hub for sustainable economic develop-

ment and green innovation. Participants learned more of
the innovative work of Athens-based Rural Action and
ACEnet, a non-profit business incubator, in environmental remediation and developing local business that
promises better, more stable livelihoods for this region
so long dependent on coal mining and coal-fired power
generation.
St. Paul’s, Logan, is providing meeting space for a 12step group for teens that other institutions rebuffed. Drugs
are a growing problem in Ohio’s rural southeast. In addition
to a huge proportion of inmates addicted to heroin and having no resources for treatment after release, deanery members shared stories of drug trafficking, denial of the problem
in schools and the growing frequency of drug-related
shootings around Athens. It’s likely that Episcopalians in
the Hocking Valley will start working together to spotlight
these interlocking problems and work with community
groups to find solutions.
PLEASE SEE HOCKING VALLEY, PAGE 5
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Bishop reflects on Kanuga gathering
traditions together to produce the
Hebrew Scriptures as we know them.
We need to recognize God’s hand in
their work and to recall Jesus’ teaching that “every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is
like the master of a household who
brings forth from his treasure what
is new and what is old” (Matthew
13:52). (My take on this: Scripture
itself calls us to honor the past while
being open to an as-yet-unimagined
future. In practice, this means a constant effort to discern the right balance between the structures
and assumptions we have inherited and the bold, unfamiliar
initiatives that present themselves when we allow ourselves
to brainstorm freely.)
The remainder of our time was largely taken up by four
topics: (1) the Bishop-elect of Northern Michigan; (2) the
election of a bishop for the diocese of Ecuador Central;
(3) consideration of full communion with the Moravian
Brethren: and (4) the economy.
(1) There was considerable discussion of the election of
the Rev. Kevin Thew Forrester to be the bishop of Northern
Michigan, since a majority of diocesan bishops and standing committees must consent to his consecration. That
discussion is ongoing.
(2) Ecuador Central: Owing to various internal difficulties
that militated against the usual process, this diocese asked
the House of Bishops to elect its next bishop for them. We
all met with the three finalists – one from Colombia, and
two from the United States but originally from Argentina
and the Dominican Republic, respectively. These conversations brought home to me the broad reach of the Episcopal
Church, which includes dioceses all over Latin America and
beyond. Each of the candidates was impressive, but in the
end we voted overwhelmingly for the Rev. Luis Fernando
Ruiz, the Colombian lawyer-priest. He is a winsome storyteller but also a tough litigator and will be able to help the
Episcopal Church in Ecuador to navigate some tough challenges with a realism, humor and compassion. It was a privilege to be involved in making this choice.

The House of Bishops met at the Kanuga Conference
Center from March 13-18. We usually meet twice a year,
and the spring meeting is something of a retreat, with
significant time devoted to study, prayer and fellowship.
(Picture blue jeans and lots of unhurried conversation.)
Kanuga is a wonderful place for this, nestled at the edge
of the Great Smoky Mountains in western North Carolina.
It rained most of the time we were there, so there wasn’t
much opportunity for walking the trails during our free time.
Nevertheless, I enjoyed Bible study with my table group at
the beginning of each day’s session and was richly fed by the
daily round of Morning and Evening Prayer and Eucharist.
(It is also a great gift to me that there is a House of Bishops
choir that sings for all these services. Dent Richardson, our
director, has us singing everything from ancient plainsong to
jazz and bluegrass, and he is infinitely good-humored. We
rehearse every morning before breakfast. That’s not easy for
a night owl like me, but I look forward to it anyway.)
It was wonderful to touch base with my “class” – those
bishops ordained in 2007. As usual, we went out for an
evening together at a local restaurant and compared notes
on how our ministry was going. As a group of 11, we span
every conceivable spectrum of opinion in the Episcopal
Church, yet we are there for each other as relatively new
bishops, still learning our way. I believe that our mutual
love and forbearance – despite our differences – reflects a
new spirit in the Episcopal Church.
This brings me to the series of presentations that took
up the first two days of the bishops’ meeting. Bill Bishop,
author of The Big Sort (a study of how Americans now
tend to live in neighborhoods where everyone agrees), and
Walter Brueggemann, renowned Biblical scholar, both talked
about how the conservative-liberal divide has made it more
and more difficult to occupy a middle ground. Bishop urged
that we must strive to be in relationship with and in close
proximity with those we disagree with. Brueggemann noted
that there were two traditions in the Hebrew Scriptures
that tended to be in opposition to one another: the holiness tradition, that stresses continuity with the past, and the
prophetic tradition, which stresses openness to the future.
Brueggemann argued that these two traditions were both
affirmed and held in tension by the scribes, who knit both

BISHOP
THOMAS E.
BREIDENTHAL

(3) The Moravian Brethren: This is a community of
Christians tracing itself back to the mid-1400s, when a
movement for reform, predating Luther by more than 50
years, swept into what is now the Czech Republic. After
severe persecution, the Brethren found refuge on the estate of
Count Zinzendorf, a German aristocrat (who is being considered for permanent inclusion in our calendar of saints), and
slowly grew to become a worldwide missionary body. In this
country, the Moravian Brethren (or Unitas fratrum – Unity
of brothers – their formal name) settled mostly in North
Carolina and in the Lehigh Valley of eastern Pennsylvania.
The Moravian Brethren believe in and maintain the apostolic
succession of bishops and honor the real presence of Jesus in
the consecrated bread and wine of the Eucharist. In these and
many other ways, their tradition resonates deeply with ours.
And so, after much exploration, the Episcopal Church and
the Moravian Brethren in the Unites States have reached an
agreement on full communion, which we will be voting on at
General Convention this summer. (Those of us in the House
of Bishops choir got to know one of the Moravian bishops
very well: Blair Couch, who attended the entire meeting,
joined the choir. She was delightful, and on the strength of
that alone, I hope we vote yes.)
(4) The economy: Not surprisingly, the House of Bishops spent
a great deal of time talking about the current economic crisis, and
how the church can best support and encourage those who are
most directly affected by it. I urge you to read the Pastoral Letter
that resulted from this discussion. (See page 11.)
All in all, this was a productive and prayerful meeting,
marked by the mutual respect and companionship that I
have come to expect from the House. Thank you for your
prayers. Now, as we set our sights on General Convention,
I ask you to keep Southern Ohio’s entire deputation in
your prayers. Let us also all pray for our entire community,
gathered in solemn assembly around our various altars this
Holy Week and Easter, that we may receive grace to take
in the full impact of God’s judgment and love, as revealed
to us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the
Prayer Book puts it (p. 99) , may we find the way of the
cross to be none other than the way of life and peace.
Contact Bishop Breidenthal at tbreidenthal@diosohio.org.

Interchange, communications receive top awards
For the third consecutive year, Interchange received the written.” In addition to news coverage, there’s “plenty of
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audio slideshow, “Peace Like a River” received an Award
of Merit. The judge praised the video for its high production
value and selection of images and music to provide “a full
look at the history of the diocese.”
Bishop Breidenthal was honored with an Award of Merit
for theological reflection. His column, “Baptism as empowerment,” is “well developed as it builds up to the final argument” and encourages committed Christians to live into their
baptismal vows.
The cover of the June 2008 Interchange was honored with
an Award of Merit for its crisp, clean and engaging design,
and the article, “New ministry serves soldiers, families”
by Richelle Thompson received an Honorable Mention for
news writing.
During the conference, held at Camp Allen, Texas, members also elected Richelle Thompson to serve a one-year
term on the board of directors.
The Interchange issues and articles and the audio slideshow are available for download at www.diosohio.org.
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A new, greener day is dawning
Richelle gave me a heads up that this issue of
Interchange would explore “Going Green.” I asked THE RT. REV.
her to let me hold off on my column until I returned KENNETH L.
PRICE JR.
from the House of Bishops meeting at the Kanuga
Conference Center in Western North Carolina. I am
glad I did for my experience there fits the theme of
this issue far more than I envisioned.
I have been going to Kanuga for many years, but
upon my arrival this year, I immediately noticed a
change. More than 130 large solar panels covered
the roofs of 11 buildings, placed to collect the sun’s
energy. Each panel had a glass covering and a series
of copper tubing on a black plate. At our opening reception, the new
executive director of Kanuga explained that this system supplies hot
water for all the showers, laundry and dishwashing in the main lodge
and 10 other buildings. It was reported that even during winter, the panels can heat water up to 160 degrees.
Now Kanuga is not in the middle of a corn field – unlike our conference
center. It is in the mountains, with trees all around. During most of our
House of Bishops meeting, it rained constantly. And yet I was impressed that
the hot water was always instantly available when we turned on the faucets.
We were told that although the initial outlay was steep, the conference center
expects to realize a savings of more than $700,000 in the next 25 years. On
a yearly basis, it will save 15,000 gallons of propane.
To put this into perspective, Kanuga’s director reported that the
system generates enough power to service 34 American homes, and
the reduction in the center’s carbon footprint is comparable to planting
20,000 trees.
I originally thought I was going to write this column about the content of our meeting at Kanuga. Sure, we conducted some business. We
spent time preparing for General Convention, we elected a new bishop
of Equador Central, and we handled some internal matters. (Our own
Bishop Tom spoke eloquently on a matter, and I am happy to note that he
is emerging as one of the most respected members of the House because
of his careful theological reflection, grounded in scripture and reason).
But our business did not take all of our time. Our annual March
meeting is designed as an educational and retreat gathering. Few conference centers are large enough to meet our needs, so we often alternate
between Camp Allen in Texas and Kanuga. This year we were kicked
off by theologian Walter Bruggermann (now of this diocese) and Bill
Bishop, a journalist and author of The Big Sort, from Texas. They gave
a brilliant statistical and biblical perspective to the current issues we
are facing in the world. They were followed the next day by economist
Warren McFarlan and U.S. Rep. David Price, of North Carolina. They
provided a frighteningly comprehensive view of the where our economy
is now and what we can expect in the near future.
As I listened to all of these speakers, my mind kept drifting back to
our own diocese. I am painfully aware of how many of our people have
lost their jobs and how many of our congregations have lost income. But
I also kept looking at all those solar panels all over Kanuga. And so with
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all of this coming together in my mind, I kept coming back to the reality
that we in our diocese, in our congregations and in our homes, simply
must find ways to be more responsible and to live “smarter” if we are to
emerge from the economic and environmental crisis.
On a diocesan level, we are making a beginning. The Procter Board of
Managers, building on a resolution passed at last convention, is initiating projects to grow some of our own food. On April 22 (International
Earth Day), the Board of Managers will break ground on an organic
garden plot. Youth at summer camps will be involved in this project.
We anticipate not only saving money in food costs at the center but
also having healthier menus and being able to offer surplus food to area
hunger programs. Frank Edmands of Columbus and Paul Clever from
Athens are major players in helping Procter make this move. The Board
of Managers also is doing an energy audit of the center and is dreaming
big for the future of solar energy and wind power. Given what I saw at
Kanuga, no dream is too big.
On Aug. 6, there will be a full day at Procter for clergy and families,
with speakers and workshops on the theme of how we all can become
more green in our daily lives. Then on Oct. 2-4 there will be a Green
Summit, also at Procter, open to anyone interested in sustainable living,
congregational eco-ministries and clean and efficient energy alternatives.
Frank Edmands, Tom Timmons and the Clergy Wellness Committee are
all hard at work in planning these events and you will be hearing more
in the near future.
The speakers at the House of Bishops sounded realistic notes of the
hardships we are facing. Often when such messages are heard, there is a
tendency to be depressed, apprehensive and downright scared. However
one of the best antidotes is to refocus our energy on positive endeavors.
I believe our emphasis on becoming more green not only will allow us to
keep from being overwhelmed with the woes of the world but also will,
in the end, be a saving grace for this earth, and we who dwell herein.
There are no quick fixes to the economy, and I applaud the efforts of
congregations such as St. Anne’s in West Chester and St. Patrick’s in
Dublin, which have sponsored events to bring together those looking for
new careers with those who have resources to offer. I applaud the new
job-seeking section on our website. I am encouraged as congregations
are seeking new and unique ways to cut their own costs and in exploring
different ways to deliver ministry in these difficult times. When added to
all of these and other efforts going on, working to become more green
will go a long way to making a difference in this hurting world.
These days, everywhere we turn, the conversation is centered around
how we are reinventing ourselves – new careers, new ways of doing
ministry, new patterns of living. All this change can be unsettling, particularly when our livelihoods are on the line. But by the help of God,
not only will be get through this, but also we will emerge stronger and
more in tune with God’s vision of creation. So hang on to your seats, for
we are in for an exciting ride.
Bishop Price is the bishop suffragan of the diocese. Contact him at
kprice@diosohio.org.
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Youth fast to raise awareness, money
youth insisted that water be their only comfort. Or, as some proposed, each participant
could be give 50-cents from which to buy
their food throughout the entire weekend.
“We should sleep outside in cardboard
boxes,” suggested high school sophomore,
Alexa Woodburn of All Saints, Pleasant
Ridge. The group also hopes to raise even
more money for World Vision. Overall the
weekend was an astounding success, and St.
James looks forward to having even more
youth involved next year.

BY ZACH CORNELISSEN
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
On March 20-22, St. James, Westwood,
hosted its first-ever diocesan youth retreat
for middle school and high school students.
This retreat was inspired by the national
retreat organization, 30 Hour Famine, which
is part of an international organization called
World Vision. At the retreat, 26 youth participants and eight adult volunteers fasted
for 30 hours in an effort to better understand
and feel the hunger experienced frequently
by most children in the world.
“It was really hard not eating for 30
hours, but I learned a lot about myself and
about the world,” said Peter Cornelissen, a
youth member at St. James. Additionally,
the youth of St. James gave presentations on
the eight Millennium Development Goals
to help spread awareness about some of the
globe’s most pressing issues.
“I have never seen such compassion from
youth about fighting world-wide crises,
especially when the world’s most serious
problems affect children,” said adult volunteer Karen Weber. The youth also made their
own 30 Hour Famine T-shirts, unleashed
their artistic creativity in service projects
and played hours of laser tag and miniature
golf. To top this unbelievably eye-opening
weekend, the youth raised more than $2,000

Zach Cornelissen is the youth director
at St. James, Westwood. Contact him at
zcornelissen@yahoo.com.

Above: A view of the Saturday evening worship. Right: Participants Lisa, Sarah and
Janie from three churches across the diocese.
to help World Vision with their ministries
across the world.
Next year’s 30 Hour Famine looks to be
equally promising. The youth have requested
that the experience be more realistic, so that

they can even further attempt to understand the conditions of children around
the world. Some suggestions include tightening the fasting rules. Instead of popsicles
and juice to soothe grumbling stomachs, the

St. Barnabas dedicates chapel, columbarium
BY BILL NELSON
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

Bishop Kenneth L. Price dedicated the new Chapel of the
Rose and Columbarium at St. Barnabas, Montgomery, on
March 22 during his visit to the parish. The event brought
a three-year planning and construction process involving a
number of parishioners to a successful conclusion.
Planning for a columbarium at St. Barnabas began with
discussions among several parishioners who perceived a
need or who had family involvement with such a facility
in other churches. A committee gradually came together,
broadly representative of skills and interests that could be
brought to bear.
A survey was sent to the congregation, and the responses
gave the committee a number of suggestions and an indication of a fairly high level of interest. We profited greatly
from visits made to a number of columbaria at local churches and cemeteries. By the end of the first year of work, a
clear set of agreed ideas for a St. Barnabas columbarium
emerged, including: it would be built in discrete stages; it
would ultimately have both an indoor and an outdoor component; the indoor component would be part of a chapel
and would, of necessity, be small, within a building where
almost every inch already was in full use; and it would be a
multi-purpose facility, enhancing the life of the parish.
Several months of blue-sky dreaming and hard-nosed
planning went into what has become the most distinctive

design element of the columbarium: three heavy glass
doors featuring a deeply etched
rose bush fronting the wooden
niches. The search for a company capable of executing the
design resulted in the choice
of Conrad Schmitt Studios of
Milwaukee, a leading source
of art glass for churches and
religious institutions.
The work to that point
attracted a $25,000 parishioner gift to fund the first stage.
A new banner picturing
The church’s architect, Andy
roses honors the patron
Piascowy, assisted with construction drawings and the
saint, Barnabas, at St.
city permit process. Individual
Barnabas, Montgomery.
committee members undertook
studies of special topics of relevance, such as security, sources of receptacles or urns for cremated remains, and a conceptual design of how the outside component, or Memorial
Garden, would look.
As work progressed, it became possible to visualize how
the facility would achieve the purpose of enhancing the life
of the parish. First, it would be a room for private meditation
and small-group Bible study and other meetings. It would
be a private family gathering place during funerals and

visitations. During Holy Week, it would become a Chapel of
Repose for the Sacrament after Maundy Thursday services.
It also would provide a teaching facility for Church School,
First Communion and Confirmation classes, in which children and youth could come to appreciate the Communion of
Saints in meaningful ways.
The Chapel of the Rose honors legends surrounding the
church’s patron, St. Barnabas. Born in Cyprus, he was a
Jew, a Levite. Paul and Barnabas became missionaries to
the Gentiles, and the two of them became champions for the
full inclusion of Gentiles in the Church, without the necessity of conversion to Judaism and the rite of circumcision.
Paul and Barnabas attended the Council of Jerusalem (c.
50 AD) at which the issue of Gentile inclusion was settled.
Barnabas is believed to have been martyred at Salamis on
Cyprus (c. 61 AD) and legend has it that children brought
roses to his grave out of the deep love they had for him.
The connection between St. Barnabas and roses is borne
out through a banner that hangs in the sanctuary near the
organ.
Longtime parishioner Joe Eggleston, a former trustee of
the diocese, is the first person to be interred in the columbarium.
After the dedication, his wife, Marylynn, said the new
facility “exceeds all of my expectations!”
Bill Nelsen is a member of the chapel and columbarium
committee. Contact him at bnelson1@juno.com
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Seven ways for churches to aid neighbors in need
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
“If just one in three congregations in Ohio had an adopting or foster parent, we’d have no more lonely kids.”
Lutheran Chris Shaffer leaned forward as he briefed
Hocking Valley Episcopalians March 7 on seven ways for
churches to make a huge difference to their communities
in these tough times. The strategies comprise Governor
Strickland’s Call to Action to the state’s congregations and
community non-profits.
An Iraq veteran and West Point graduate, Shaffer grew
up in Portsmouth and is serving his country in a new way
as an analyst in the Governor’s Office of Faith-based and
Community Initiatives. He volunteered to participate in
ECSF’s March 7 Hocking Deanery summit on community
ministry, to alert participants on practical ways they can aid
vulnerable people and improve the economic stability of
communities slammed by the recession. The seven opportunities are:
> Provide mentors for youth
> Recruit families to become foster care or adoptive parents
> Establish a financial literacy program within the community
> Become a Benefit Bank site to connect families to tax
credits and federal benefits
> Recruit volunteers to work with prisoners and exoffenders, either adults or youth
> Serve as a summer feeding and program site for children
> Increase the supply of food for local pantries
Most Episcopal churches in this diocese are already
involved in hunger ministry, either through offering community meals or providing a pantry. A number of congregations
are ramping this up by spearheading community gardens to
increase the supply of free, nutritious, locally-grown food.
But host sites for summer feeding programs are desperately needed.
“Only 16% of the children eligible for free or reduced
meals get them in summer,” said Shaffer. Programs that

Governor Ted Strickland cuts the ribbon on the Ohio Benefit
Bank’s new van with wireless computers, to reach people in
underserved areas of the state.
combine some activity with the meal are the most effective.
If a church partners with a local or regional sponsor for summer feeding, the church’s administrative tasks are minimal
and the food is paid for by USDA. Trinity, Hamilton plans to
expand the impact of its Wonderful Wednesdays after-school
program by becoming a summer feeding site this year.
Many Episcopalians are involved in Kairos retreats or
serve as chaplains for adults or youth in prison. St. Paul’s
in Greenville is one of the few starting to engage with exoffenders, as part of the Citizens Circles mentoring program
hosted by Good Samaritan Homes in Greenville.
“28,471 prisoners are released each year in Ohio – that’s
the equivalent of an entire city the size of Portsmouth,” says
Shaffer. Ex-offenders face gigantic hurdles to a successful
re-entry, especially finding jobs and housing. Mentoring and
advocacy by a congregation can prove decisive in helping
them land on their feet, reducing recidivism.
Southern Ohio’s Episcopal Community Services
Foundation was the first Ohio non-profit to champion the
Ohio Benefit Bank. Many Episcopal churches and affiliated non-profits have already signed up as sites. In 2008,

these sites collectively connected Ohioans to tax credits and
refunds worth $1.48 million and food stamp awards worth
as much as $1.17 million. If you’re not already involved,
consider adding this to your outreach ministry! It is very
easy to match individual volunteers with community nonprofits that already offer the Benefit Bank but whose staff
are already overextended. A great example is the partnership
between the ecumenical CAIN ministry in Cincinnati and
Nancy Sullivan of Church of Our Saviour, who comes in
to help CAIN clients complete their tax returns and benefit
applications. Sullivan was named Ohio’s Benefit Bank counselor of the year in October.
Managing money wisely – including tax credits and
refunds – is more crucial than ever in the recession. The Ohio
Treasurer’s Office is offering free, six-hour train-the-trainer
classes on financial literacy in Columbus. You will receive
a free manual of curriculum materials. Financial literacy
would be a great add-on for GED programs, community
dinners, or Benefit Bank sites.
To find out more about specifics of the Governor’s Call to
Action or sign up, visit the website at GOFBCI.OHIO.GOV
or call 614.466.3398. The Governor’s Office of Faith-based
and Community Initiatives has five AmeriCorps VISTA
members to follow up and make sure you connect with the
relevant state offices to help you get started.

Ways to help

Churches interested in serving as summer feeding sites for children should contact Mary Foster of the state’s Department
of Education as soon as possible at 614.466.2945 or Mary.
Forster@ode.state.oh.us
The Ohio Treasurer’s Office is giving Financial Literacy Trainthe-Trainer classes from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 14, Aug.
11 and Dec. 15. Contact Sue Helmreich at 614.466.3308
for more details, or sign up through the Governor’s Office of
Faith-based Initiatives, 614.466.3398.

From the cover: Hocking Valley combines efforts
One promising avenue is organizing hands-on leadership experiences
for youth, such as the success of churches and civic groups in Glouster in
involving teens in beautifying
the city. Deanery participants
are excited about the idea of
mentoring youth and engaging them in the community
work of the Episcopal Church.
Participants also resolved to
encourage youth and families
to attend Procter Camp as well
as short-term mission trips
within the deanery.
They also resolved to organize a blog and online calendar of events. This plus ser- Phyllis Dean and Sarah Clever at the
vice projects and social events Hocking Valley listening session.
– like a fishing day on the
Hocking River in May – will strengthen fellowship, teamwork and overcome some of the sense of isolation small town churches can feel within a
larger judicatory.

Leaven your local recovery

“What can the church do for the local economy?
Borrow ideas from the stimulus!” The Rev. Larry
Fisher, Director of ACEnet’s highly effective business
incubator in Athens, electrified participants in ECSF’s
Hocking River roundtable with these hands-on
opportunities:
• Invest in building improvements– now’s the time.
People need work. The diocese’s Church Foundation
has some grant funds for emergency repairs, and
churches can apply for low-interest loans from the
412 Sycamore Inc funds. Applications are available
at www.diosohio.org/How we work/finance.html.
Churches may qualify for programs to do weatherization paid by loans paid by the savings on your utility
bills. Contact ohipl.org
• If you have a commercial-grade kitchen, consider
letting people lease it for catering or baking to help
them income-patch when they are laid off.
• Rent office space in your church at affordable

prices to non-profits or small businesses
• Host Trade Days or flea markets in the church. This
is a boon to the informal economy.
• Buy local. Develop a resource list of local vendors
and suppliers, from locally-grown food to locally
made furniture. Organize “buy local” workshops in
the church.
“When people lose jobs en masse, they look at selfemployment, Fisher added. If you’ve taken money
out of the stock market, consider organizing a local
stock market or credit union to assemble capital for
local businesses.
“Could we steer some of the stimulus or TARP funds
to small, solvent local banks?” Fisher asked. To learn
about plans and proposals for use of the federal
stimulus money, visit www.Recovery.Ohio.gov
Small seed grants of $700 to $1,500 can help
people buy computers or needed tools – this would
be the American economy’s equivalent of the very
successful micro-loan concept in the Third World.
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Who’s on your Green Team? Ohio Interfaith Power and Light can help
BY MERIBAH MANSFIELD
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Are you working on stewardship of creation in your congregation? Trying to form a
Green Team? Looking for ways to educate
your parishioners on how to be more energy
efficient? Do you want to have a church
building energy audit done so you can save
your parish money and reduce its carbon
footprint? Ohio Interfaith Power and Light
(OhIPL) can help with all of this!
OhIPL has come a long way since its
organizing meeting in October 2007 and the
approval of the diocesan convention resolution to endorse the formation of Ohio
Interfaith Power and Light in November
2007. Six Episcopal churches are now covenant congregations: St. Patrick’s, Dublin;
St. Stephen’s, Columbus; and Ascension,
Middletown in the Diocese of Southern Ohio;
Fremont, Wooster and Trinity, Cleveland, in
the Diocese of Ohio. Several other congregations have participated in the organization’s
gas aggregation savings program. All of these
churches receive discounts on workshops,
such as the Green Summit to be held Oct. 2-4
at the Procter Camp & Conference Center.
OhIPL’s executive director, Greg Hitzhusen,
and outreach assistant, Sheli Pershing, are
coordinating an ambitious program to provide
energy audits for churches and educational
programs for their parishioners. These programs are made possible by a grant from
the Ohio EPA (OhIPL is currently funded by
grants and donations).
All congregations are eligible to receive
a low-cost energy audit through an interestfree, one-year loan from OhIPL (covenant
congregations receive first preference). The
goal is to have the audit pay for itself from
energy savings. Prior to the audit, at least
one member of the congregation must attend
a three-hour Cool Congregations workshop
(www.coolcongregations.com). The Cool
Congregations training will provide attendees with tools to begin an earth stewardship

Resolution R04-07: A resolution endorsing
the formation of an Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light
Resolved, that the 133rd Convention
of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Ohio endorses the formation of an Ohio
Interfaith Power and Light, and be it further,
Resolved, that each congregation in this
diocese support Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light by educating parishioners and
encouraging them to respond to climate
change through faith-based stewardship
of creation by promoting energy conservation, energy efficiency, and clean renewable
energy production, and be it further,
Resolved, that a task force be formed which
will prepare information kits for parishes to
use in educating parishioners on strategies
and resources for cutting dependence on
fossil fuels.

Cool Congregations

Ohio Interfaith Power and Light Executive Director Greg Hitzhusen (right) and the Rev. Frank
Edmands (left) assist Cool Congregations workshop attendees in calculating their own car- Upcoming workshops: April 25 in
bon footprints.
Cincinnati, June 20 in Toledo, Aug. 1 in
Cleveland and Sept. 12 at Hocking College
program in their congregation. The work- their footprints, take action over a period of
in Nelsonville, in conjunction with day-long
shop covers energy conservation, energy time, and then re-measure their footprints.
efficiency and renewable energy; moral and
Now OhIPL has the “information tool- Green Energy Ohio (GEO) regional workethical issues related to climate change and kit” that the diocesan convention resolu- shops. The registration fee of $25 ($20
energy use; hands-on instruction in how to tion called for, in the form of the Cool for OhIPL members) covers admission to
help your parishioners calculate their carbon Congregations training manual. To begin the workshop from 9 a.m.-noon, plus the
footprints; and how to prepare for the audit educating parishioners about a faith-based GEO workshop and trade show until 5 p.m.
and act upon it once it’s done.
approach to climate change and to have an For more information and to register, go to
Cool Congregations is a national Interfaith energy audit of your church, register for a www.ohipl.org and click on Energy Audits.
Power and Light program that was started at
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Cedar Falls,
Iowa by Sarah Webb and two other mothers who were concerned about caring for
the earth and their children’s future. She
came to Columbus on March 7-8 to train
several people on how to present the Cool
Congregations program. The group calculated their carbon footprints and learned how
to reduce them. Webb described dramatic
results that occur when parishioners measure

Cool Congregations workshop. For more
information, send a message to ohipl@ohipl.
org. To sign up for the OhIPL monthly enewsletter, click on Newsletter Archive at
www.ohipl.org.
Meribah Mansfield is a member of St.
Patrick’s, Dublin. She was inspired to become
involved in helping to form Ohio Interfaith
Power and Light when she attended the
Kenyon Conference in July 2007.

Display of various types of CFL light bulbs
at a Cool Congregations training workshop.

Green tool:

Advocacy through letter writing
At St. Anne’s, West Chester, Bread for the World representative, Larry Holler, led a group through
a morning of training in the process and the development of a Blessing of Letters. This ecumenical gathering at St. Anne’s helped those who attended understand the primary issues in
the new Obama administration, and how best to bring about change through letters.
This letter writing tool, used wisely, is exactly what Jim Wallis means when he talks about
‘changing the wind’ in the book God’s Politics. We can’t change the system that feeds
poverty by simply making charitable contributions. True change comes by changing systems like the way Foreign Aid and Foreign Relations Committees do business. This year’s
letter writing campaign is asking prominent people on these committees to streamline
their work, stop duplication and update their policies.
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Community Rule of Life:
Worship and Sacraments: The Eucharist and
prayer is at the center of our community
and our ministry. Our corporate worship
time will be open to everyone, but at the
same time it is designed to be a source
of strength for our community and not
necessarily an evangelism tool. We begin
by following the BCP, but will be open to
amending the Offices to better suit our
needs over time.
Service: As a group of social workers,
teachers, farmers, and artists, we each
have different gifts. However we all commit ourselves to serving the marginalized.
Some do that through their careers and
others through ministries created by our
community like the Good Earth Hunger
Mission.
Study: We will develop a common plan
of study each liturgical season. The first
year we will devote our common study
to learning about monastic orders and
community so that we may better define
ourselves.
Stewardship: In general we are committed
to treating our house and community as
a sacred space. As we live together we
will specify how to make sure we keep it
that way. In terms of money, we are committed to paying a percentage (undetermined) of our individual income to support the house and our ministries.
Fellowship: To keep our community open
and engaged with the broader community, we will have a set schedule of intentional fellowship time.
Sabbath: Acknowledging the importance
of rest and renewal, Sunday after church
through Tuesday morning will be our time
of Sabbath and free of any community
obligations.
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‘Their ministry is transforming the community’
spent a lot of time mulling over the writings of Wendell Berry, an
agrarian poet and novelist. In the book, The Unsettling of America,
Berry explores how agriculture has changed over the years – and at
what cost to society.
Berry makes the point that “what we do for our work, what we do to
sustain ourselves has the deepest, utmost religious significance -- how we
practice that determines our faith,” says Clever. “I couldn’t see any better
way to practice our faith than to be with the source of our food.”
Clever knew that he wanted to start a community garden – but
he didn’t have any land. Walking along a bike path just outside of
Athens, he saw the perfect field. Clever went to the county recorder’s
office, researched the owners of the land and wrote them a letter,
explaining this ministry God was calling him to.
When landowners Robert and Jill DePue received the letter, they
called the Clevers immediately.
“We told Paul, ‘We have a better field that we’ll donate to you,’”
says Jill DePue. “Then our house became vacant ...”
The DePues talked with the Clevers about renting the 1830s
farmhouse, about making this the home for the community they
envisioned. The couples settled on a generous rent, and the Clevers
moved in.
“They have transformed that home. The house breathes again, it
has warmth and love and life,” says Jill DePue. “This was my husband’s family house. I just know my mother-in-law is up in heaven,
singing. This couldn’t be better.”
This year, Clever intends to expand the garden from a half-acre to
three to five acres. His hope: the Good Earth Hunger Mission donates
this year more than 25,000 pounds of vegetables, from summer and
winter squash to green beans, potatoes and kale.
“There is an overwhelming need of food,” says Clever. “The food
pantry in Logan has run out of food several times.” Clever works
with Community Food Initiatives, which handles the distribution of
the food to food pantries and soup kitchens. Often the fresh vegetables supplement pantries that have only processed, packaged foods
– cheaper items most often donated by stores and individuals.
Clever also plans to participate in a farmers market this summer and
hopes to start a street church ministry in Glouster, a depressed mining
town in Athens County. The plan: People can come to buy produce and
share in a big, healthy meal, simple communion and fellowship.
Another component of the ministry is working and recruiting
volunteers.
“I want to rekindle our connection with our food source, to get
people involved with gardening in a Christian context,” Clever says.
He hosts volunteer days two to three times a week – in the first three
weeks of March, volunteers logged more than 100 hours on the farm.
Students, members of area churches and others form the core of the

Green tool:
The recycling of
money bags
When a major bank in Cincinnati moved from
using canvas money bags to cloth ones, the Mt.
Healthy Alliance food pantry was able to secure
surplus bags and turn them into “green bags” for
bringing food to the pantry. The bags used by St.
Stephen’s were further modified by parishioner
Dick Meagher with the congregational logo. Here,
the Rev. David Bailey, rector of St. Stephen’s, gives
a bag to Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal.

Paul Clever built a chicken coop and added a golf ball to each nest
to encourage the hens to lay. So far they prefer to use the barn,
where he has to hunt a little harder to find the eggs.
volunteers. Clever is working to get a ride network established from
Ohio University as well as the Gathering Place, an advocacy organization for the homeless and people with mental illness.
In addition, groups from Christ Church, Dayton, and Christ
Church Cathedral are planning mission trips. The diocese’s youth
director, Rob Konkol, is bringing the summer camp counselors to
Athens to work on the farm for a few days as part of their training
and orientation. On May 2, members of the Hocking Valley Deanery
are coming to plant potatoes.
Hopefully volunteers will take what they learn from in Athens and
duplicate it in their own communities, Clever says.
“There’s something about having a direct connection to the earth,
using your muscles and sweat to do some hard work, to have that
opportunity to feel like you’ve exhausted yourself,” says Clever. “The
Bible talks about how the salt can lose its taste. In our church life,
our prayer life, we tend to store up our salt. We need opportunities to
expend that, to sweat out the salt, to keep it from getting stale.”
A third component of the ministry is to grow a community of
young adults. The Clevers are opening their home for this community
and working to “figure out how to fully integrate a life of prayer and
service,” Clever says.
The couple has sought the advice of Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal,
the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan and their priest, the Rev. Bill Carroll, to
help them structure the community and develop a Rule of Life. A
central component of the Rule: a dedicated prayer schedule with
morning and evening prayer five to six days a week.
The first new member of the community – A.J. Stack – moved
in two weeks ago. By September, Clever expects five community
members.
“I’ve thought for a long time about living in community,” says
Stack, also a member of Good Shepherd. “I always admired the
benefits of living in community with like-minded people to worship with, a group committed to social justice among marginalized
populations.”
Stack, 27 and a social worker with the Athens County Department
of Jobs and Family Services, says he hopes the community will grow.
“I hope it turns into a way for people around our age to find a way
to connect life to church, to connect spirituality to everyday life, to
move from our call to serve others in the church to making it a way
of life.”

Support the ministry

Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, is the fiscal agent for these
ministries. Donations may be sent to the church at 64 University
Terrace, Athens, OH 45701-2913. Checks should be written to Good
Shepherd with Good Earth Hunger Ministries in the notation line.
To learn more, contact Paul Clever at pclever2@yahoo.com
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Community gardens grow vegetables, relationships

Procter center breaks ground for organic garden

BY KELLY KAGAMAS TOMKIES
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

BY THE REV. FRANK A. EDMANDS
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR

I

n conjunction with the 39th anniversary of Earth Day, on April
22, the Procter Board of Managers and staff members will break
ground for the cultivation of an organic garden. The organic garden will eventually bear produce free of pesticides and man-made
chemicals. Produce from the organic garden will accent the meals
served in the Procter Center dining room. The ground breaking is the
beginning of several initiatives to transform the diocesan camp and
conference center into a self-sustaining, environmentally clean and
energy-efficient facility.
Procter Camp & Conference Center has been enjoyed by generations of people. The 1,000+ acre site was given to the Diocese of
Southern Ohio in memory of William Cooper Procter. Today, the
center includes conference halls, meeting rooms, a kitchen and dining area, a swimming pool and several cabins and out-buildings,
some beautiful woodlands, ponds and the splendid and award-winning Christ Chapel -- all surrounded by commercially cultivated
fields.
The Procter Board of Managers formed a subcommittee earlier
this year to develop short- and long-term plans for the transformation
of the center into a self-sustaining facility by using on-site resources,
including organic agriculture and sustainable, organic husbandry.
The plan also includes the re-establishment of a forest wetland area
and the renewal of native habitats. Also, the center is working to
reduce its use of fossil fuels by increasing energy efficiency and
conservation, employing new technology and building materials
and, some day, exploring the use of on-site, renewable, clean, energy
resources. These initiatives eventually will impact not only what we
eat at Procter but also will offer activities and learning opportunities
for both adults and children at summer camp, retreats, seminars and
workshops throughout the year.
As written in the Book of Genesis, God created this “paradise,”
this good Earth and placed humanity in the midst of it to cultivate
and care for it. With these eco-initiatives, Procter center will be
better able to educate and to train people about ecologically sound
practices. In time, the Procter center could become a model for sustainability and an ecological academy.
The Rev. Frank A. Edmands is chair of the Procter Center’s Green
Committee and transitional clergy at Trinity, London.

“We thank you, Lord, for this good earth. In the beginning, you
created the heavens and the Earth, and you said that all creation was filled with goodness, beginning with the goodness
of light. We thank you, Lord, for the sun and moon and stars,
for sunrises and clear days and bright, moonlit nights. We
thank you. Lord, for the precious gifts of soil and water and
air, without which we could not live, we thank you Lord. And so
we sing . . .“
This is a part of the beginning of a liturgy for public worship
crafted by Brian McLaren, an author and pastor who networks
with Christians around the world for constructive engagement
with global crises (brianmclaren.net).
Earth Day Resources: Earth Day is observed twice during spring
in the northern hemisphere. Earth Day is intended to awaken
our awareness and appreciation of the Earth’s
environment. The United Nations celebrates
an Earth Day each year on the March equinox, whereas the Earth Day, founded by U.S. Senator Gaylord
Nelson as an environmental teach-in in 1970, is celebrated
in many countries annually on April 22. Resources for Earth
Day celebrations can be found at www.earthday.net; or
through the National Council of Churches at www.nccecojustice.org; or through the Episcopal Ecological Network at
http://eenonline.org/action/earthday.htm
For details about the groundbreaking ceremony at Procter,
contact Penny Buckley at 877.582.1712 or watch the diocesan website, www.diosohio.org
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For whom
does your
garden grow

Save the dates: Aug. 6: A day for clergy and families at Procter
to explore ways to become better stewards of the environment.
Oct. 2-4: A Green Summit with workshops on energy efficiency, sustainable agriculture, recycling and other topics.
If you are interested in attending or participating in the Green
Summit by offering a workshop, display or presentation,
please contact the Rev. Frank A. Edmands at 614.94.9749
or e-mail him at fedmands@sbcglobal.net with subject title:
“Green Summit.”

?

ocated on what the police call ‘the worst street on the west side’
sits a small sanctuary of growth. Sunflowers, amaranth, cucumbers, tomatoes, herbs, beans, and greens all grow as a symbol of
hope and restoration, says Eric Stetler, a member of St. John’s,
Town Street, in Columbus. Recognizing the needs of the community, Stetler helped organize and start a community garden project
in the Franklinton area of Columbus a few years ago.
“In a neighborhood such as this, needs are broadcast over chain
link fences and in run-down church buildings,” says Stetler. “You
don’t need to look too hard or probe very long for ways to serve.
Ministry happens here when we slow down long enough to stop and
listen to the cries we could easily ignore. It is a ministry of ‘presence.’ By being present here, we expect to encounter the will of God
in our everyday relationships with our neighbors.”
The need for healthier lifestyles and diets
was clearly seen by Stetler and other members
of the community.
“Diabetes, heart disease and obesity are all very prevalent in the
area,” says the Rev. Lee Anne Reat, vicar of St. John’s. So the idea
was born to grow healthy, organic fruits and vegetables, while beautifying and unifying the neighborhood at the same time.
Stetler obtained grants, attended classes at Franklin Conservatory
and went door to door to drum up interest and support for the gardens. St. John’s garden is located across the street from the church
building, in the backyard of their hospitality house, which offers
shelter to out-of-town families whose children are hospitalized.
Other community gardens are sponsored by Landing Place, comprised of families who share their resources with each other as well
as their neighbors in Franklinton.
“We are a Christian community that intentionally carves out
time and spaces to share our lives with one another and take steps
to remove barriers,” says Patrick Kaufman, a member of the faithbased organization.
The gardens are worked by volunteers from these faith communities and the surrounding neighbors. Work days are advertised primarily through word of mouth and community meetings. Often when
the workers get started, nearby families stop and pitch in to help.
Herbs, tomatoes, corn, peppers, potatoes, and Jerusalem artichokes
are just a few of the crops grown at the gardens.
“Jerusalem artichokes are a type of vegetable that is a healthy substitute for potatoes for diabetics,” says Kaufman.
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How can you help the community garden projects?

The volunteers can use tools and donations. Landing Place also
helps cover their expenses through a business called Rain Brothers,
which recycles wine and pickle barrels to create rain barrels.
You can purchase rain barrels, cisterns and other related products
through Rain Brothers at 503 W. Walnut Street or visit their website
www.rainbrothers.com.
To make a donation or for more information contact:
The Rev. Lee Ann Reat, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Town Street at
614.221.9328 or revreat@aol.com
But the gardens are just part of broader initiatives.
“We’re also going to have Local Matters, a non-profit farmer’s
market, stop here once a week,” says Reat. Local Matters plans to
drive its veggie van to the community each week and will offer the
organically grown foods to the residents for 15% below supermarket
costs. Local Matters also accepts food stamps.
And just in case residents are not sure of how to prepare the
healthy foods, Reat plans to offer cooking classes at St. John’s for
adults and kids in the area. In fact, kids are often the first to participate in the work of the gardens.
“Last year we planted carrots with a group of neighborhood kids,”
Stetler says. “They were so excited about seeing these carrots grow.
I came back a month or so later to see the kids pulling them all up
and eating them right out of the ground. Of course the carrots were
still very small and not yet mature. Little did they know that they
were snacking on a high-priced market delicacy, organic baby carrots! I find these moments to be the most rewarding; to see young
children explore where food comes from and to see them eat a fresh
vegetable, some for the very first time in their lives.”
Landing Place also will teach local residents how to preserve
and can the vegetables and fruits. But the most important aspect,
says Kaufman, is the relationships that are forming. Working sideby-side with the neighbors, enhancing their neighborhood and
lives, sharing the love of Jesus, has sent the message of peace and
acceptance.
“What we’re hoping to accomplish with this initiative is to introduce the residents to a healthier, sustainable way of life and be a witness to peace in a broken neighborhood,” he says. And this effort is
paying off. Recently a gang member marked a wooden fence in one
of the gardens with spray paint, and a local resident spray painted the
word JESUS directly over it.

Good earth, good food, good budgeting: Green initiatives take root across the region
BY ARIEL MILLER
INTERCHANGE CONTRIBUTOR
Beehives in inner-city Cincinnati? Squash in the middle of
a corporate lawn? Pigs in Athens? Episcopalians are transforming the Ohio landscape with home-grown solutions to
climate change and hunger. Some of these ministries are even
reducing monthly bills for families and churches.
Here are two more examples of innovative ministries in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio:
Lancaster: “I read two years ago in the local paper that
food pantries didn’t have enough food, and I got angry,” says
Bill Steinman, a parishioner of St. Luke’s, Granville, who who
lives in Lancaster. Last summer, the IT consultant produced

700 pounds of food on a 20’ x 40’ garden in his own yard.
This spring he’s forged an unprecedented county-wide alliance
to end hunger.
By mid-March, Bill had won enthusiastic permission to
start gardens on several acres in unlikely places, with many
institutions offering to provide water and electricity as well as
land. Partners include the health department, the department
of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, and a
historical parks association. The homeless shelter and a major
corporation with a facility in Lancaster are also talking with
Steinman about starting gardens on their land.
“I want to revive the County Farm – every county should
have one,” Steinman explains. “These were historically meant
to serve the lost and the least.” Steinman’s goal is to generate

locally-grown food for Lancaster County’s 14 pantries and in
the process, to forge a new spirit of mutual support.
The high school is thrilled at the prospect of internships for
students in Future Farmers of America. Children in summer
school in one of the low-income areas of the county will learn
how to grow food this summer and take plenty of it home.
Steinman points out that the American Community
Gardening Association has moved to Columbus and is developing a multi-acre community garden and teaching site in
Franklin Park. Gardeners can sign up for classes, plots, or the
annual conference in Columbus Aug. 6-9. Contact the association at 877.275.2242 or acga.localharvest.org
To reach Bill Steinman, call 740.503.5886 or email him at
bill.steinman@gmail.com

Cincinnati: Price Hill makes headlines for foreclosures and
drug violence, but it’s also home to a remarkable grassroots
movement to restore the human and the natural community.
Church of Our Saviour parishioner Nancy Sullivan lives,
farms and teaches permaculture in the Enright Ridge EcoVillage, one of Cincinnati’s best-kept secrets. On March 1
she took Ascension & Holy Trinity’s confirmation class on a
tour of her backyard – with organic garden beehives, chickens
and an awesome straw bale house - her 1930s bungalow cunningly remodeled to function virtually off the grid, and the
nearby Imago Earth Center where she drew their attention to
coyote scat.
Sullivan has put a solar-powered electric fence around her
chicken coop. Judging by the sounds she heard a few nights

ago, this came as quite a surprise to one of her coyote neighbors.
“The Enright Ridge Urban Ecovillage Farm Project is
developing a very localized approach to food security,” she
says. “The ecovillage recently purchased a nearby derelict
greenhouse, which many volunteers are working to rehab. It
is an integral part of a ‘disbursed’ model of community supported agriculture (CSA), using multiple backyards to produce
food for shareholders. In addition, one share will be set aside
for a local food pantry and low-income neighbors.”
“Enright Ridge Urban Ecovillage members are involved in
a wide range of food production-related activities and actively
skill-share to hasten this relocalization,” she adds. “Need
someone to teach you how to prune a fruit tree or set up your

beehive or develop a rainwater harvesting system? Check out
the street.”
A group of fellow parishioners led by Miryam JacksonWatson is talking with one of the church’s GED students
about starting a garden at his hillside apartment.
“This would give him and his neighbors, many of whom
are on fixed incomes, more fresh food as well as opportunities for empowerment,” Sullivan says. “The challenging site
presents opportunities for innovative garden design using
earthworks and water-harvesting techniques. Church members
hope it will serve as a model for others to undertake similar
microgardens throughout these hilly neighborhoods.”
Want to visit these inner-city farms? Contact Sullivan at
859.240.6140 or nsullivan@fuse.net.
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Cincinnati East

St. Thomas, Terrace Park, held a Lenten movies
series, where members gathered for dinner, clips of
contemporary films and discussions of faith. Movies
viewed and discussed included Amazing Grace, Bridge
to Terabithia, Crash and The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.

Cincinnati West

Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, held a monthlong adult education series on the Winter of Our Lives:
Questions, sharing and decisions regarding end of life
issues. Discussion topics included when to move out of
your home, wills, dying and death. Professionals from
retirement communities and funeral homes helped to
lead the discussions.
The Chorus Angelorum, or Girls’ Choir of Christ
Church, Glendale, has been honored with an invitation
to sing the Sunday services at the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York City on July 26. The choir will
sing at two Sunday morning services and Evensong. The
girls also plan to spend some of their time in New York
exploring the city.

Columbus

All Saints, New Albany, has agreed to become the
chartering organization for a new Venturing Unit, Crew
361. Venturing is an organization of the Boy Scouts
of America that is open to both young men and young
women. It is based on a unique and dynamic relationship between youth, adult leaders and organizations in
the community. Community organizations, such as All
Saints, establish a Venturing crew by matching their
people and program resources to the interests of the
young people in the community, resulting in a program
of exciting and meaningful activities that help youth pursue their special interests, grow, develop leadership skills

Kathleen Cleary, Christ Church, Dayton, has been
appointed Dean at Sinclair Community College.
Robert Pavlovich, St. James, Westwood, had a starring
role in Eurydice, presented by the Know Theatre.
Carol Patterson, Good Shepherd, Athens, had a role in
Painting Churches at the Athens Actor’s Movable Theatre.
The Rev. Charles E. Wilson Jr., rector of St. Peter’s,
Delaware, participated in the “Our Presidents” reading
program at Beehive Books, a local book and coffee shop.
Wilson took the lectern to praise the life of Theodore
Roosevelt, the 26th president of the United States. Wilson is
a longtime member of the Theodore Roosevelt Society; his
interest was sparked by his grandmother’s Reader’s Digest
condensed-book account of the life of the “Rough Rider.”
The event was reported by The Columbus Dispatch.
Emi Durbin, Trinity, Hamilton, was named Outstanding
Performer at an invitational choral competition. Durbin is
a member of the Fairfield Choraliers, which captured the
overall grand champion award at the competition.

and become good citizens. All Saints is also the charter
organization for a Boy Scout unit, Troop 361.
St. Mark, Upper Arlington, youth group is collecting used
books and other media and reselling it at 50% off the retail
price as a fundraiser for their upcoming mission trip to New
Orleans this summer. If you have books to donate or are interested in browsing their titles for some good buys and a good
cause, call the church at 614.486.9452 for more details.
The April Adult Forum discussion at St. Patrick, Dublin,
will focus on ethics and the workplace. Parishioners will lead
the discussion on how they incorporate their faith and ethics
within their work environment. The non-profit perspective
will be presented on April 19 and the for-profit perspective on
April 26. Join the conversation after the 9:30 a.m. service. For
more information, call St. Patrick’s at 614.766.2664.
Twenty-two young adults raised up at Trinity, London,
were sent Valentine Care Cards from their Trinity family. Married young people received metal bookmarks and
single young people got a Pizza Hut gift card. The gifts
were enclosed in a Valentine card and accompanied by a
Valentine prayer. No matter where they are, these young
people were reminded that are remembered at Trinity and
that God’s love is with them wherever they go in life.

Dayton

The social issues commission at St. George, Washington
Twp., is sponsoring a support group for people who have
lost their jobs because of the economy or are otherwise
unemployed. The group is being led by the Rev. John
Fredenburgh and meets on Thursdays in the Welcome Area
at St. George’s at 10 a.m. In addition to the support group,
help is also available with insurance concerns, resumes and
job searches. For more information, contact St. George’s at
937.434.1781.
Spring is on its way and the St. Paul, Dayton, golf
league will begin in early April. Tee times begin at 4:30
p.m. every Thursday and golfers at every level are invited
to join in the fun! For more information, contact Charlie
Campbell at charliec@ameritech.net.

Miami River

St. Anne, West Chester, held a day of healing prayer
for the unborn on March 28. One of the greatest traumas
encountered by human beings is loss of a life through
miscarriage, stillbirth or abortion. No matter the situation,
no matter how “necessary” the cessation of pregnancy,
deep wounds often remain in the heart, mind and soul
of parents, family and others involved. Specially trained
prayer ministers offered a day of healing which provided
time for gently remembering the lost life and giving tools
to provide both closure and healing.

Northeast

St. Luke, Marietta, ECW will sponsor the Third Street
Flea Market in the parking lot at St. Luke’s on Saturday,
May 2 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Each space is $20, with table
rental for an additional $5. If you are interested in securing a spot to sell your goods, or in shopping at the Flea
Market, call the office at St. Luke’s at 740.373.5132 for
more information.
Walkers from Trinity, Newark, participating in the
2008 CROP Walk raised $1,177 to fight hunger in Licking
County.

Ohio River

Church of the Redeemer, Hyde Park, is collecting
gently used shoes for El Hogar orphanage and school in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. The following styles and sizes are
desperately needed: black shoes or loafers in boy’s size 12
to men’s size 10; sneakers sizes 3-10 (girl’s and women’s
sneakers are OK as long as they are not too “girly” looking); and soccer cleats in sizes 6-10. All shoes should be
clean and look new or nearly new. Redeemer parishioners
will be traveling to El Hogar on April 18, so if you have
shoes to donate, please contact Redeemer at 513.321.6700
to make arrangements to send or bring your donation to
Redeemer before they go.

Around the Diocese items are culled from congregation newsletters and written by Julie Murray. For more information about the events or programs, contact the person listed or the congregation.
Please make sure the diocese is on your mailing list. Send newsletters to Julie Murray, Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412 Sycamore St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Not mass mailing your newsletters anymore?
Please add the diocese to your electronic mailing list. Email your newsletter to jmurray@diosohio.org and rthompson@diosohio.org.
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A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the Episcopal Church
The House of Bishops, meeting in Hendersonville, N.C., March 13-18, issued
this letter to the Church and partners in mission throughout the world.
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I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have
little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have
learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of
being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
--Philippians 4:11b - 13
As the House of Bishops gather at the Kanuga Camp and Conference Center
for our annual Spring Retreat, we are mindful of the worsening financial crisis
around us. We recognize there are no easy solutions for the problems we now
face. In the United States there is a 30% reduction of overall wealth, a 26%
reduction in home values and a budget deficit of unprecedented proportions.
Unemployment currently hovers at over 8% and is estimated to top 10% by the
end of the year. There are over 8 million homes in America that are in foreclosure. Consumer confidence is at a 50-year low.
Unparalleled corporate greed and irresponsibility, predatory lending practices, and rampant consumerism have amplified domestic and global economic
injustice. The global impact is difficult to calculate, except that the poor will
become poorer and our commitment to continue our work toward achieving the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015 is at great risk. A specter of fear creeps
not only across the United States, but also across the world, sometimes causing
us as a people to ignore the Gospel imperative of self-sacrifice and generosity, as
we scramble for self-preservation in a culture of scarcity.
The crisis is both economic and environmental. The drought that grips Texas,
parts of the American South, California, Africa and Australia, the force of hurricanes that have wreaked so much havoc in the Caribbean, Central America and
the Gulf Coast, the ice storm in Kentucky—these and other natural disasters related
to climate change—result in massive joblessness, driving agricultural production
costs up, and worsening global hunger. The wars nations wage over diminishing
natural resources kill and debilitate not only those who fight in them, but also
civilians, weakening families, and destroying the land. We as a people have failed
to see this connection, compartmentalizing concerns so as to minimize them and
continue to live without regard to the care of God’s creation and the stewardship of
the earth’s resources that usher in a more just and peaceful world.
In this season of Lent, God calls us to repentance. We have too often been preoccupied as a Church with internal affairs and a narrow focus that has absorbed
both our energy and interest and that of our Communion – to the exclusion of
concern for the crisis of suffering both at home and abroad. We have often failed
to speak a compelling word of commitment to economic justice. We have often
failed to speak truth to power, to name the greed and consumerism that has pervaded our culture, and we have too often allowed the culture to define us instead
of being formed by Gospel values.
While our commitment to the eradication of extreme poverty through the eight
Millennium Development Goals moves us toward the standard of Christ’s teaching, we have nevertheless often fallen short of the transformation to which Christ
calls us in our own lives in order to live more fully into the Gospel paradigm of
God’s abundance for all.
Everyone is affected by the shrinking of the global economy. For some, this
is a time of great loss—loss of employment, of homes, of a way of life. And for
the most vulnerable, this “downturn” represents an emergency of catastrophic
proportions. Like the Prodigal who comes to his senses and returns home, we as
the people of God seek a new life. We recognize in this crisis an invitation into a

deeper simplicity, a tightening of the belt, an expanded Lenten fast, and a broader
generosity. God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness meet and embrace us, waiting
to empower us through the Holy Spirit to face the coming days.
In a time of anxiety and fear the Holy Spirit invites us to hope. Anxiety, when
voiced in community can be heard, blessed and transformed into energy and
hope, but if ignored, swallowed or hidden, fear and anxiety can be corrosive and
lead to despair. We Christians claim that joy and hope emerge for those who have
the courage to endure suffering. In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul goes so far as
to boast of his suffering, because “suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint
us because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.” Our current crisis presents us with opportunities to
learn from our brothers and sisters of faith in other parts of the world who have
long been bearers of hope in the midst of even greater economic calamity.
We can also learn from our spiritual ancestors, who found themselves in an
economic and existential crisis that endured for forty years – on their journey
from Egypt to Israel. While they groaned in Egypt, they murmured at Sinai – at
least at first. And then after their groaning, complaining and reverting to old
comforts of idol worship, they were given Grace to learn and understand what
the Lord wanted to teach them.
They learned that they needed the wilderness in order to recover their nerve and
put their full trust in God--and to discover their God-given uniqueness, which had
been rubbed away during their captivity in Egypt. They adopted some basic rules
that enabled them to live in a community of free people rather than as captives or
slaves – the God-given Ten Commandments. And perhaps most importantly, our
spiritual ancestors discovered that the wilderness is a unique place of God’s abundance and miracle, where water gushed out of a rock and manna appeared on the
desert floor – food and drink miraculously provided by God.
As we go through our own wilderness, these spiritual ancestors also point
the way to a deep and abiding hope. We can rediscover our uniqueness – which
emerges from the conviction that our wealth is determined by what we give rather than what we own. We can re-discover manna – God’s extraordinary expression of abundance. Week by week, in congregations and communities around the
world, our common manna is placed before us in the Eucharist. Ordinary gifts of
bread and wine are placed on the altar, and become for us the Body and Blood of
Christ, which, when we receive them, draw us ever more deeply into the Paschal
mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.
As our risen Lord broke through the isolation of the disciples huddled in fear
for their lives following his suffering and death, so too are we, the Body of Christ,
called to break through the loneliness and anxiety of this time, drawing people
from their fears and isolation into the comforting embrace of God’s gathered
community of hope. As disciples of the risen Christ we are given gifts for showing forth God’s gracious generosity and for finding blessing and abundance in
what is hard and difficult. In this time the Holy Spirit is moving among us, sharing with us the vision of what is real and valued in God’s world. In a time such
as this, Christ draws us deeper into our faith revealing to us that generosity breaks
through distrust, paralysis and misinformation. Like our risen Lord, we, as his
disciples are called to listen to the world’s pain and offer comfort and peace.
As we continue our Lenten journey together we place our hearts in the power
of the Trinity. The God who created us is creating still and will not abandon us.
The Incarnate Word, our Savior Jesus Christ, who in suffering, dying and rising for
our sake, stands in solidarity with us, has promised to be with us to the end of the
age. God the Holy Spirit, the very breath of God for us and in us, is our comforter,
companion, inspiration and guide. In this is our hope, our joy and our peace.

General Convention appointments announced
Just more than half of the 847 members of the House of Deputies will serve
on the 76th General Convention’s 22 legislative committees.
The vast majority of committee members are returning deputies. Of the 508
deputies who have previously been to convention, 442 will serve on committees.
The committees hold hearings and make recommendations about resolutions
proposed to the convention by the church’s standing commissions, as well as
bishops, deputies, dioceses and provinces. The current list of resolutions is available at www.episcopalchurch.org/gc2009.
House of Deputies President Bonnie Anderson generally did not appoint first-time

deputies to the committees, in an effort to allow the 339 new deputies to get a broad
experience of convention. She said in a letter to deputies that she considered deputies’ committee preference, experience as a deputy, service in the wider church, and
demographic information such as gender, ethnicity, age, province and diocese.
Southern Ohio appointees to the committees include: Bishop Kenneth L.
Price Jr. and Dr. Don Reed, Consecration of Bishops; the Rev. Dick Schisler,
Church in Small Communities; Bishop Thomas E. Breidenthal and Debby
Stokes, Education; the Rev. Dick Burnett, Ecumenical Relations; and Jon Boss,
Program, Budget & Finance.
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CALENDAR
April
3-5 – Deacons school at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712.
7 – Annual renewal of vows at Christ Chapel at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 11 a.m. Lunch and Bible study with the bishops
to follow. RSVP to Penny at Procter at pbuckley@diosohio.org or
877.582.1712.
10 – Interchange deadline. Contact: Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712.
10 – Diocesan offices closed on Good Friday.
14 – Executive and program staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
15 – Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4720.
16-18 – Commission on Ministry meets at Procter Camp & Conference
Center. Contact: Pat Haug, 800,582.1712.
17-19 – SOLLI weekend at Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Contact: Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712.
18 - Lay Preacher training, 10 a.m. at St. John, Columbus. Contact: the
Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan at 800.582.1712.
24 – Safe Church Training at Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave.,
Cincinnati, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-registration and pre-payment are required.
The cost of training is $15, which includes lunch and materials. Payment
should be mailed to Geri McDaniel, Diocese of Southern Ohio, 412
Sycamore St., Cincinnati 45202 or register online at diosohio.org. Make
checks payable to the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
24-26 – Spring youth retreat, God’s Mission: Our Ministry, at Procter
Camp & Conference Center. Cost $50. Register at youth.diosohio.org.
Contact: Rob Konkol at youth@diosohio.org.
25 – Safe Church Training at Christ Church, 68 E. Church St., Xenia
45385, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. See registration info above.
28 – Executive staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
30 – St. Simeon and St. Anna award luncheon at Procter Camp
& Conference Center, 11 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Nancy Hardin at
937.653.3497 or the Rev. Steve Cuff at 513.871.2090.

May
1-3 – Deacons school at Procter Camp & Conference Center. Contact:
Kay Sturm at 800.582.1712.
5 – Interchange deadline. Contact Richelle Thompson at 800.582.1712.
9 – Safe Church training at St. Matthew, 233 S. State St, Westerville, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. See registration info above.
9 – Jubilate: Dimensions in Liturgy and Music, Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m.
9 – Lay preacher training, 10 a.m. Contact: the Rev. Canon Karl Ruttan
at 800.582.1712.
9 – Diocesan Council meets at Procter Camp & Conference Center, 10
a.m. Contact: Al Hill at alton.hill@mt.com.
12 – Executive and program staff meets at Diocesan House, 10 a.m.
16 - Thurgood Marshall Symposium on Reconciliation at Procter Camp
& Conference Center
20 - Commission on Congregational Life meets at Procter Camp &
Conference Center, 10 a.m. Contact: Pat Ellertson at 740.826.4720.
25 – Diocesan offices closed for Memorial Day.
31 – Regional confirmations at Christ Church Cathedral, 3 p.m.

JUBILATE: DIMENSIONS IN
LITURGY AND MUSIC

The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio and the Liturgy & Music
Commission present JUBILATE: Dimensions in Liturgy and Music on May 9
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Procter Camp & Conference Center.
Guest speaker is Dr. David Hurd, professor of church music and organist,
The General Theological Seminary, and director of music at the Church of the
Holy Apostles, New York City.
In a lecture/demonstration format, Hurd will explore “psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs”—as mentioned in the epistles to the Ephesians and the
Colossians—as categories and context for the church’s song though the
ages and in our own time. He also will discuss the impact of the 1979 Book
of Common Prayer and 1982 Hymnal on worship norms in the Episcopal
Church, and the continuing unfolding of liturgical forms and musical settings with their opportunities
and challenges. The day will conclude with a sung Eucharist, including music both old and new.
Information online at www.diosohio.org

CONGREGATIONS/CLERGY

Congregations

Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming, is receiving names for their rector position.
Ascension, Middletown, is revising their profile. The Rev. Eileen O’Reilly is serving as their
transitional clergy.
St. Luke’s, Marietta, is writing their profile. The Rev. William Fields is serving as their transitional clergy.
St. Thomas, Terrace Park has formed their profile committee.
Of note: The Very Rev. Dr. William H. Petersen, provost of Bexley Hall Seminary in Columbus,
will be retiring at the end of this academic year. Please join the community on April 24 at Bexley
Hall / Trinity Lutheran Seminary at 10 a.m. for Holy Eucharist in Gloria Dei Chapel, followed by a
reception and time of fellowship. Please e-mail the Rev. Paul Williams at pwilliams@bexley.edu by
April 20 if you are planning to attend. All are welcome.
The Rev. Canon John Johanssen oversees clergy deployment for the diocese. Contact him at
jjohanssen@diosohio.org or 800.582.1712.

VISITATIONS

April
5
Bishop Price
11
Bishop Price
12
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
19
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
26
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
May
3
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
10
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
17
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
24
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
31
Bishop Breidenthal
Bishop Price
both

Trinity, London
Christ Church, Springfield
Christ Church Cathedral
St. John, Worthington
St. Paul, Dayton
St. Paul, Greenville
St. George, Washington Twp.
Ascension & Holy Trinity, Wyoming
St. Thomas, Terrace Park
St. James, Piqua
Trinity, McArthur
no visitation, General Convention meeting in LA
no visitation, College for Bishops
Advent, Cincinnati
St. Luke, Marietta
Indian Hill Church
All Saints, Cincinnati
St. Anne, West Chester
3 p.m. Christ Church Cathedral,
regional confirmations
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>> Ministry

>> Leadership

Of God, Chocolate and Central Ohio

Priest honored among “Leading Women”

A ghost tour of Worthington. A literary picnic at the
Thurber House. Chocolate so intense that a 6” cake serves
12 people. Eggs fresh from a Lancaster farm – colored buff,
cream, cream and white.
Don’t let the recession get you down! Come to Episcopal
Community Services Foundation’s Chocolate Fest on April 25
at St. John’s, Worthington, from 2-4 p.m. In addition to open
season to taste exquisite homemade chocolate recipes of all
kinds, you will have your pick of awesome auction items, many
of them featuring fascinating experiences close to home.
This is turning into the great Southern Ohio ECSF
Staycation of 2009.
All proceeds go into ECSF grants to aid churches in meeting urgent human needs in this time of economic upheaval.
Celebrity judges, including Bishop Ken and Mariann
Price, an expert from Graeter’s Columbus, Matt Madison of
Madisano’s Gelato, and gourmet chocolatier Bill Sands Jr.,
will award prizes for Most Artistic Flair, Most Unique, and
Most Decadent. You also can win a People’s Choice award
in the category of your recipe: cookies/brownies, cakes/
pies, and Everything Else (mousse, candy, fudge sauce).
People’s Choice awards will be given in both the adult and
youth (under 18) category.
It’s not too late to enter your recipe to win sainthood from
your fellow Episcopalians and compete for a prize from
Graeter’s. There’s still time to donate silent auction items
– the funkier the better. Tickets, restaurant coupons and
strange and marvelous outings are all to the good.
To enter the chocolate bake-off or pledge a silent auction item (deadline: April 15), check the link at ECSF’s
website, www.ecsfsouthernohio.org or call Ariel Miller at
513.221.0547.

The Rev. Pat Merchant, interim rector at Ascension &
Holy Trinity, Wyoming, was selected as a 2009 honoree by
Leading Women, an organization that celebrates the role of
women’s leadership in various community organizations in
the Greater Cincinnati area.
Merchant was among 21 women recognized as “movers
and shakers” in the region’s community.
Beginning in 1995, Leading Women of Greater Cincinnati’s
mission was designed to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the
19th Amendment to the Constitution, establishing women’s
right to vote.
In 15 years, more than 250 women have been honored
as Leading Women. Since 1997, an annual Youth Honoree
program has awarded two high school juniors and more
than $17,000 in scholarships. In 2000, Leading Women
established the Leading Women Fund, which has reached
$33,000 to be used for grants to local women’s and girls’
programs.
Merchant was one of the first female priests in The
Episcopal Church; she was ordained Jan. 2, 1977 – the day
after it was legal in the church.

Nigerian center seeking donations
In January 2002, the Rev. Napoleon Bryant Jr. and a
small, local group began to raise money to help establish a
much-needed science teacher training and resource center,
The STAN Place, in Kwali, Abuja, Nigeria. The project
is an ambitious undertaking by the Science Teachers
Association of Nigeria [STAN]. Officials hope to move the
STAN Secretariat, presently located in Ibadan, to Kwali
sometime this year.
The building has been roofed and a generator and other
heavy equipment have been installed. Bryant attended
the 2008 Annual Conference held in Yenagoa, Bayelsa
State. Nearly $25,000 has been raised so far for STAN.
Bishops, presbyters, deacons and lay persons of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio joined friends, neighbors and
other acquaintances to contribute a sum of this magnitude.
Bryant hopes to raise $50,000 for STAN before ending the
fundraiser.
Anyone wishing to donate should contact Bryant at
513.731.0903, 3527 Skyview Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 452132040 or Marian Clay, treasurer, St. Simon of Cyrene Episcopal
Church, 810 Matthews Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215.

>> Formation
Calling all women of the Episcopal Church
The Annual Episcopal Church Women Conference will
be held Sept. 12 at the Procter Camp & Conference
Center. The day will explore the theme of “Certainty in
Uncertain Times,” with the Rev. Ruth Paulus as keynote speaker. Four exciting ministries will be highlighted.

Oliver and Natalie Madison wait to try their sister Julia’s
prize-winning truffles at last year’s chocolate fest.
Parishes are invited to share outreach ministries through
exhibits and stories of touched lives.
For information, contact: Vivian Templin at 513.853.2392
or viv2u@twinres.org or Sr. Jacqueline Marie at 513.771.5291
or sr.zach1@gmail.com

>> Music
Mountain Grace VI: Keeping the Faith in
Hard Times
The sixth annual Mountain Grace Conference will be held
Sept. 11-12 at St. John’s, Huntington, West Virginia. The
theme will be “Keeping the Faith in Hard Times.”
The keynote address entitled “Economic revival that
respects people” will be delivered by Larry Fisher, pastor,
economist and executive director of ACENET, a business
incubator project in Athens.
The conference will include people from six Episcopal
dioceses exchanging stories on how the church is responding to meet the challenges of these difficult times. Episcopal
Church staff officers, the Rev. Bob Honeychurch and the
Rev. Christopher Johnson, director of Domestic Justice and
Jubilee Ministries, will be among the resource people present. Attendees will receive a toolkit with prayers and disciplines for ministry for hard times. Registration information
will be posted on the diocesan website.
Information: Michael Maloney at meamon@aol.com

Hitchhiker’s Guide to Evangelism
Bill Tenny-Brittian, author of the book Hitchhiker’s Guide
to Evangelism, will explore how to share the Good News in a
postmodern world in understandable, practical, and effective
ways in a local seminar on May 12. The Hitchhiker’s Guide
to Evangelism Seminar is open to people of all denominations and will be held at Anderson Hills United Methodist
Church, 7515 Forest Road.
The conference is designed to help clergy, laity and
congregations come to terms with the “E” word. The
sessions begin with a reminder that culture has changed
and the church is largely operating as if the community
is what it used to be. From there, the conference explores
how effective evangelism is changing (and must change)
to reach the growing population of both unchurched and
never churched.
Information and registration: www.21stCenturyStrategiesInc.
com

For more than 70 years, The American Boychoir has
been enriching the cultural life of the Nation by bringing its
unique and joyful sound to people around the country and
the world. Experience the incomparable and electrifying
voices of The American Boychoir under the musical leadership of Litton-Lodal Music Director Fernando Malvar-Ruiz
at Christ Church Cathedral, 318 East Fourth Street (Fourth
& Sycamore), downtown Cincinnati on April 21, at 7
p.m. (Note: The choir will also sing a mid-day program at
12:10 p.m., as part of the cathedral’s Music Live at Lunch
series.)
Enjoy a rare opportunity to hear the nation’s leading professional concert Boychoir with a program as diverse and
dynamic as the boys themselves. The Boychoir’s spring tour
repertoire includes classical music, jazz arrangements and
music from around the world, including Brazilian Rainforest
dance music.
Boys in grades 3-7, who love to sing are encouraged to
audition after the concert. No preparation is necessary. More
information about The American Boychoir can be found at
www.americanboychoir.org.
For more information about concerts at Christ Church
Cathedral, call 513.621.1817.

>> Arts
“WOMEN & SPIRIT: Catholic Sisters in America” is a
traveling exhibit sponsored by the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious (LCWR) in association with Cincinnati
Museum Center. It reveals the mystery behind a small group
of independent American women who helped shape the
nation’s social and cultural landscape.
Meet women who corresponded with President Thomas
Jefferson, talked down bandits and roughnecks, lugged
pianos into the wilderness and provided the nation’s first
health insurance to Midwestern loggers. Discover sisters’
courage during the Civil War, the Gold Rush, the San
Francisco Earthquake, the Influenza Epidemic, the Civil
Rights Movement and Hurricane Katrina.
The exhibit will run from May 16 to Aug. 30 at the
Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal, 1301
Western Ave.

14

REFLECTIONS

Cluster finds unity, joy in ecumenical relationships
BY THE REV. TIM WEST

The Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster (NMVEC)
consists of three congregations, two of which are in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio and one in the Diocese of Ohio.
Sharing resources and risks is part of the day-to-day life of
cluster ministry.
Ecumenical sharing in the cluster goes back to the very
first missioner, the Rev. Rick McCracken-Bennett who
joined with Urbana’s Lutheran (ELCA) congregation in
sharing some parts of Holy Week services more than 15
years ago. These early examples of sharing sacramental
life as sisters and brothers in Christ have gone through
changes over the years. Yet from that simple beginning,
the expanding sense of sharing within our cluster has
developed into a desire for greater ecumenical contact
with other traditions.
Indeed, ecumenicity is a particular charism of our churches’ relationship with our communities. For several years,
Holy Trinity, Bellefontaine, has kept Ash Wednesday with
the First Lutheran (ELCA). Furthermore, Holy Trinity, First
Lutheran and St. Patrick Catholic Church, have had a joint
Epiphany Evensong that rotates between the three congregations. In Urbana, the Episcopal-Lutheran services continued
for many years. For two years, we had a shared youth
group. Now that Messiah Lutheran has a new pastor, we
are exploring new ways to share our common understanding of worship and mission. Joint prayer services also have
been held with St. Mary Catholic Church for special needs
of the community. In Mechanicsburg, Our Saviour has had

I know a lot of fancy words.
I tear them from my heart and tongue.
Then I pray.

a long-standing shared mission with Mechanicsburg United
Methodist. The same organist served both congregations
for more than 40 years until his recent death, and we shared
Vacation Bible School for many summers.
Three new ecumenical outreach events are planned for
this year. Five years ago, the Cluster Worship Council suggested we consolidate our celebration of the Triduum so that
we held services in each of our congregations each day, on
a rotating basis. This would allow us to make better use of
our resources and celebrate the unifying message of Jesus’
atoning death. We see the Triduum as one service in three
parts, so all cluster musicians, readers, Eucharistic Ministers,
servers and altar guilds share in the planning, decorating and
celebration of these central days of our redemption. Maundy
Thursday includes a foot-washing ceremony and agape
meal, which prompted us to engage in a new ecumenical
outreach. This year, we decided to invite the entire village of
Mechanicsburg to this service. Several of our members took
fliers to local businesses and our friends at the Methodist
Church. Their pastor, Harley Roston, accepted our invitation. We are working from the “Interim Eucharistic Sharing”
agreement adopted by the Council of Bishops of the UMC
in 2005. I am not sure we could have found a more profound
enactment of the Lord’s desire that we “should all be one”
(John 17:21) than this particularly powerful proclamation of
our unity in Christ, and a living invitation for others to enter
the reign of God with us.
The second event is an ecumenical Evensong at 6 p.m. on
April 29, at Epiphany, Urbana. Singers and clergy from area
churches, Episcopal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Catholic and

Mennonite, are recruited to sing the Office that night and
there will be a reception following. The response from these
churches has been affirming and exciting.
Finally, a few of us recently read Arthur Paul Boers’ The
Rhythm of God’s Grace: Uncovering Morning and Evening
Prayer, wherein he talks about his discovery of the joy and
power of the Daily Office in his life as a Mennonite pastor
and teacher. We have invited the author to come to our Cluster
on May 17, to talk to us about his latest book, The Way is
Made by Walking. Boers teaches at the Mennonite Seminary
in Richmond, Ind., and is an oblate of St. Gregory’s Abbey
(Episcopal) in Three Rivers, MI.
Cluster ministry forces us to share, to die to our insularity.
In the Northern Miami Valley cluster, sharing is more than
a necessity of congregational life. When we are at our best,
it is our preferred mode of living. We not only share with
one another, but we also share our resources and our love
for Christ with fellow believers and in so doing we find our
own discipleship strengthened. Ultimately, none of us are
called as individual disciples alone but to be a community of
disciples. We do not make this journey alone but are part of
a fabric of love and fellowship created by Christ himself that
stretches from antiquity to eternity. The ecumenical relations
we have built over the years have increased our profile in our
communities, “built up” the Body of Christ, and helped us
experience the essential unity that all Christians share in him
who is our head and the lover of our souls.
The Rev. Tim West is missioner of the Northern Miami Valley
Episcopal Cluster. Contact him at jwest0122@woh.rr.com.

Love Song: In a lonely place

Mary Oliver, “Six Recognitions of the Lord.”
I met Edward Stone Gleason when he came to Cincinnati to
be editor and director of Forward Movement Publications, back
in the 1990s. He was topping a long career as priest, teacher and
author. But before he was any of those things he spent two years
as a naval officer. It’s from that time that this story comes, written in the prologue to his book, In the Presence.
One day when the ship was far north of Hudson Bay in
the eastern part of Canada’s Northwest Territories the captain
called Ted to his cabin and gave him an assignment. He was
to be taken ashore where he would gather and identify some
geological samples—rocks.
Three seamen took him ashore in a boat and then lay offshore a hundred or so yards for the two hours of his mission.
Ted began climbing a steep slope and looked back. The ship
seemed far away.
He walked on, up and up, chipping a rock here and there,
dropping the samples in a bucket. When he turned to look
back again “the ship was far less visible, now in another
world, far, far away. I was alone, all alone, very alone. I could
scarcely make out the ‘little’ 38-foot boat that had brought me
from the ship to shore. The world from which I had come was
now unreal, toy-like. Only I was real, and totally alone.”
Perhaps not alone. He was aware of the silence, “complete
and absolute…palpable, real, enveloping.” There was no
sound, nothing from the water or the wind.

But there was something, “amazing and wonderful and life-changing.
I was enveloped, encased, surrounded, and uplifted, as I had never been
before by silence.” He knew he was in
a holy place, and he lay down, remaining as still as possible, “to look up at
the gray sky and listen….Time lost all
meaning and as it did I knew what I
was hearing was the voice of God.”
“What I realized and now remember was that for most of the time of our
lives we never allow ourselves to hear
what God says. God speaks in silence.’
But where do we, far away in every sense from Ted’s holy
place in the wilderness, find silence? We who are distracted by
the noise of things and drowning in tsunamis of words.
Thomas Merton, writing in 1946, when the world was less
noisy and wordy, wrote “we live in a society whose whole
policy is to excite every nerve in the human body and keep it
at the highest pitch of artificial tension, to strain every human
desire to the limit, and to create as many new desires and
synthetic passions as possible.”
Still, silence can be found. Every Thursday afternoon at 5
p.m., a group meets in our church’s Christian formation building. Sometimes there are four or five, occasionally nine or 10.
For a half hour they settle in, most of them at the end of a busy
day, discussing a study book or simply talking about prayer
and their experiences.
At 5:30, the conversation ends. Everyone finds a comfortable way to sit. Someone says a brief quotation from the Bible

THE REV.
BOB HORINE

or a prayer and the main business of meeting begins—silence.
Despite noise of afternoon going-home traffic, occasionally a
garbage truck, and in summer a rock band from a nearby street
festival, there is silence. The silence is within. At the end of 20
minutes a small bell rings. In a moment, they all say together
the Lord’s Prayer, then leave quietly.
The rest of the week the people who gather for this Centering
Prayer meeting spend 20 minutes once or twice a day, at home
or wherever they can, in silence. When their thoughts come in
the silence, and they always do, they let them go by, neither
embracing nor fighting them. They expect no discernible
messages from God nor any other spiritual experiences in the
silence. They simply rest for awhile in God.
Silence is so foreign to us that many people are disturbed
by it, even fear it. But there do seem to be numbers, small
numbers to be sure, who have recognized our need for silence
and crave it. Brother Kevin of the Society of St. John the
Evangelist wrote that silence “is in some sense, I think, a preprimal legacy, and somehow our souls remember it as though
it’s written in our spiritual DNA.
“Before there was time, before anything was spoken into
being by words, before any of that, there was silence. There
was unrealized potential. There was God. The appeal of this,
it seems to me, is that in silence, before there is any speech,
including God’s, anything is still possible. Silence may well
be the most comforting place we can turn when we are in need
of hope and perspective and solace…”
The Rev. Bob Horine is a retired priest in the
Diocese of Lexington and a former senior editor of
Forward Movement Publications.
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Ministry continues long after retirement begins
What does a priest do when he or she retires? I’m not
sure about what others do, but I can tell you what this priest
did. So I have two parts: a story and some advice for new
clergy.
First, the story.
For a number of years, I had been sending congratulations
cards on the anniversary of their marriage to couples at whose
marriage I had officiated. I call them my “wedding couples”
for short. I had started this after the first eight or 10 years of
my ordination, so I had lost track of many of them. I did,
however, manage to keep in touch with some 40-45 couples.
After a few years of sending just anniversary cards and
receiving precious few replies, I began sending notes at
Christmas as well. Those notes talked about what was happening with me and my family and maybe had a couple
other thoughts included.
That was when I started receiving replies. And
photos. Suddenly, these “names” took on a new life.
I also started making notes in a computer log about
significant events in theirs and their children’s lives.
When I retired, I continued to send the notes and letters. I also realized that those missives were going to
some address, but I wondered: What did that place look
like? It would be nice to have some mental image of
their home, their neighborhood. That’s when I decided
how to spend a productive year or so of my retirement.
After talking it over with my wife, I wrote to all my wedding
couples and said, “Terry and I want to come and visit you
and take you both out to dinner at your favorite restaurant.”
Well, although a good many of them were still in Ohio,
they were also, after all those years, scattered all across
the country. One couple was even living in Finland!
I set up times of the year to travel to different places

around the country, along with
suggested dates to visit. They
began responding. Pretty soon,
we had set up a grand itinerary.
It involved several days on the
road -- I drove to all the locations -- and many one-day trips
to the couples in Ohio.
It was marvelous! Yes, it
cost a bit of cash–but it was
worth every penny spent.
We visited couples we had
not seen for 25 years or more.
Terry, of course, had had even
less contact with them than I. Some of them dug out their
wedding pictures to recall the day -– and how we looked
back then! Some told their children, “This man is the reason you are here today.” (I’m not sure what they thought
about that!)
We went to very nice, one might even say, fancy restaurants. We went to your basic neighborhood cafes. We went
to a chain restaurant a time or two (no, no McDonald’s!). A
couple times they invited us to have dinner at their home.
One couple remarked, “You’re the only one who remembers
our anniversary.”
We heard stories of couples who had triumphed over
the odds: “significant” differences in age; a second or third
marriage for one of the members of the couple; financial
difficulties; children with serious illnesses; divorce. (When
I wrote to invite ourselves to visit and take them to dinner,
two responses came back saying, “I’ve been meaning to
write and let you know.........X and I are divorced.” I said we
would like to come anyway. And we did.)

THE REV DAVID
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Never did we have any trouble making conversation when we were with any of the couples. It just
flowed for the two to three hours we were together.
I’ve lost touch with many, many of the couples I’ve “married.” I know there have been divorces along the way;
there have been tragic deaths and at least one suicide.
Sometimes people just move and I lose track of them.
It turned out we had about 42 visits that year. And yes, we
did go to Finland!
I still write the notes and send the cards. It’s been some
time now since those journeys; I’ve even officiated at a few
more marriages. Maybe it’s time to do it again. Ah, if but for
the economy.
Well, that’s the story–or at least the bare bones of it.
Now for the advice to new clergy: One of the major
parts of my pre-marital discussions with all these folks
was to say that what I hoped would happen most from
our time together was that we would become friends.
Yes, we might learn something along the way from our
discussions, but I really did not just want the three of us
to get together on a certain date just because we all had
it on our calendars. I hoped we could become friends.
And, to a large extent, that has happened. It took me a few
years, but I finally found out how to keep those friendships
alive. It has been a great pastoral blessing for me and I
fervently hope for many of those wonderful people, too.
So my advice is this. You get the address of where the couple
will be living after the wedding. Write to them each year.
Send them a note at Christmas. You will all be richer for it.
The Rev. David McCoy is chaplain to the retired clergy, spouses and partners of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. Contact him
at davidomccoy@yahoo.com

Lay theologian: Reconnecting
When we were looking to buy our current house nine
years ago, our realtor took us through several. In the basement of one, near the washer and dryer, was a telephone with
a long coil connecting the phone to the receiver. It was a
rotary phone, the kind my mom used near the laundry room
when I was a kid. Our 13-year-old Slocomb looked at it,
puzzled, and asked, “How would you use THAT?”
We bought the house and moved in. That phone in the
basement is now the only one we own that is not wireless in
one way or another. In fact, our kitchen “landline” phone is
now part of an integrated phone-television-internet service
we buy from a single provider.
Think this out a couple of moves. Imagine a world in
which radio and TV have ceased to exist, because all such
programming has been digitized and moved online, accessed
by personal computers. Next imagine a world in which
the personal computer as we know it has ceased to exist,
because what we now think of as the cell phone has taken
over almost all of its functions and more – email/text-messaging, alarm clock, calculator, day planner, personal music
and video collection player, digital camera and camcorder,
video-conferencing portal, all-purpose research and shopping tool, road and satellite map with GPS unit.
This world is within sight if it hasn’t quite arrived. We are
within a decade. Am I ready for this?
In such a world, my movements from here to there in the
terra-sphere will be traceable, and also all of my activity
in the digi-sphere. Every trip across town, every electronic
purchase and communication, every viewing or listen-

ing experience will be subject
to monitoring. Furthermore, the
boundaries between work, family and personal time will have
further dissolved.
There is an up-side, I must
admit. I signed onto Facebook
and MySpace a couple of years
ago to learn what all the fuss
was about. I didn’t use either of
these very much until last fall. I
uploaded a bunch of my digital
family photos onto my Facebook
page, to see whether I could adapt
to this popular student way of staying connected, outside the
classroom and office formats. It worked. I now know what
all the fuss has been about.
Thanks to a couple of family members and old friends
who are into networking as their hobby or natural instinct,
I am now in touch on Facebook with friends from high
school, family members in distant states and colleagues in
our diocese with whom I had lost touch. Friends within the
diocese make helpful recommendations or just harass me,
which I deserve sometimes. Kinds of community are now
possible where before we were simply out of touch.
Another kind of community has emerged as well. Charlotte
and I received a catalog from a mail-order computer maker
this week. This is the first time I have seen an ultra-portable PC
advertised for $250. This is possible in part because it runs on
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Ubuntu, a Linux-based, “open source” operating system, instead
of Windows XP or Vista for PCs and OS X for Macs. This computer operating system is available on the internet free.
It is available free because it has been developed essentially by volunteer programmers working in fits and starts,
independently but in a kind of cooperative online community, for about three decades. Ubuntu and other open source
programs, developed by networks of volunteers, pose an
important challenge to the near monopolies of commercial
entities like Microsoft.
Wikipedia, an online open source encyclopedia, and
Mozilla Firefox, an open source web browser, are other products of volunteer networks that have become hugely popular.
Others are emerging. In fact, we might think of our current
primary and secondary school students as the “open source
generation,” more and more untethered from large institutions
I have always assumed would be around. They are coming of
age at a time when such institutions are in a bit of a teeter, and
they are learning to take for granted that they can take things
into their own hands, in vast online networks.
I wonder whether, when the open source generation
comes of age and considers the work of God, they will look
at institutions I have never ever thought I could do without
and ask, “How would you use THAT?”
Am I ready for this?
Don Collins Reed is a member of Christ Church, Springfield,
and is professor of philosophy at Wittenberg University.
Contact him at dreed@wittenberg.edu or on Facebook.
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PYSANKY
EGGS
Ancient tradition
makes time for
fellowship, art, faith

P

STORIES AND PHOTOS
BY JULIE MURRAY

Karen Bloedel, B.J. Gee and Shirley Gilleon of St. Mary’s, Hillsboro, work on their
eggs. The three women decided to take the class offered by Vivian Krueger after
reading about it in Interchange. Below, Julie Murray follows the creation of an
pysanky egg created by Pat Haug of Christ Church Cathedral.

ysanky, or Ukranian Easter eggs, have been a tradition in
Ukrainian families for centuries. Vivian Krueger, parishioner at St. Thomas, Terrace Park, learned how to decorate
pysanky more than 30 years ago in Pittsburgh. Invited by
a friend to decorate Easter eggs, Krueger was told by her friend that
she would need a “kit” to make them, and directed Krueger to a
little Russian shop to buy it. Taking the kit to her friend’s house that
evening, she says, “I opened up the kit, saw what they were doing,
and it was like, wow, this was something I’d never seen before.”
Utilizing beeswax, vibrant dyes and heat, decorating these eggs is
not like using the typical grocery-store kit.
The following winter, Krueger moved away. Living in a strange
new city, with her husband traveling through the week, she had
plenty of time to practice making pysanky.
“I would sit for eight hours at a time making Easter eggs,” she says.
“And I can remember the thrill the first time I wiped the wax off of
it. The dyes are so vibrant, that’s what is so different about this. And

when you take your first egg, and put it in the heat and rub off the
wax, it’s like, oh my gosh, this is so beautiful.”
After practicing her new craft, Krueger put the kit away, figuring she
might teach her kids some day. But because of the use of the heat,
making pysanky is a project best taught to early teens and adults, not
children. So about five years ago, Krueger, then senior warden at St.
Thomas, began offering classes in making pysanky at the church,
inviting friends, her (now grown) children and fellow parishioners to
discover the unique art form -- just as she had been invited so many
years ago.
“It was a good fellowship opportunity,” says Krueger. “It’s fun to
do, but it takes a lot of preparation. You have to get the dyes all
ready, so why make that effort for one or two people when you can
share it with 30 or 40?”
In addition to all the beautiful colored dyes, the symbolism of the
designs sets pysanky apart from the typical Easter egg.
Says Krueger: “It’s a Christian Easter egg.”

About pysanky

Pysanky, or Ukranian Easter eggs,
have been an art form in Ukrainian
families for more than 2,000 years.
In pre-Christian times, the egg was
a symbol of spring, of new life and
the rebirth of the Earth after the
hard winter. Ukranian legend tells
that as long as the pysanky are
decorated, goodness will prevail
over evil throughout the world.
With the acceptance of Christianity in
the Ukraine in 988, pysanky played
an important role in the celebration
of the new religion. The egg, already a
symbol of new birth, became a symbol of the resurrection and a promise
of eternal life. It became tradition to
take the Pysanky to the church to be
blessed. Never intended to be eaten,
the raw decorated eggs are given as
gifts to family members and friends
as a symbolic gift of life. The yolk and
white are left to dry up over time.
The word pysanky comes from the
verb pysaty, which means “to write.”
The eggs are not painted, but rather
the designs are written on to the egg
using a wax-resist process. With a
thin stylus, called a kystka, beeswax
is applied to create the designs on
the egg. The egg is then dyed using
the lightest color first. The process
is similar to batik—after the first dye
bath, more design is added and the
process is repeated, using increasingly darker dyes. The parts of the shell
covered with wax in each step will
retain the color under the wax. When
the design is complete, nearly the
entire egg may be covered with the
beeswax. The egg is then held next to
a candle, and the wax is melted and
wiped away, revealing the multi-color
pattern below.

