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Fr. John Moloney was recently diag-
nosed with colon cancer and under-
went surgery after Christmas. 
He will begin his chemo-therapy 

later this month.  
Fr. Moloney is the Prior for the Cen-

ter of Spirtual Formation at St. James 
in Baton Rouge. 
Please also prayer for his wife Carol 

and two sons, Sean and Kyle.   

If you have a decent, late-model lap-
top that needs a new home, please 
drop them off at either Diocesan 
office. 
Once donated, they will be refur-

bished and given to students and 
children in need by New Orleans 
social activist Jerome Smith. 
Thank you!

St. Paul’s Homecoming 
Center Opens in Gentilly

Displaced Citizens State-
wide to Unite in Lake Charles
On January 10th, just days before the inauguration of President-Elect Barack 

Obama, hundreds of displaced citizens from across southern Louisiana will 
come together in Lake Charles at the invitation of Mayor Randy Roach for the 
“Rebuilding Lives Summit”. 
Participants will identify the highest needs of those still struggling after Hur-

ricanes Katrina, Rita, Ike and Gustav. The Rebuilding Lives Coalition — a 
diverse group of citizens, advocates, service providers, faith-based organiza-
tions, and community leaders — will respond to the needs identified at the 
Summit with a policy agenda that citizens and advocates can advance with a 
united voice over the coming year. 
“Louisiana families are still devastated and struggling to rebuild our lives 

three years after Katrina,” said Bishop Jenkins, a leader of the Rebuilding 
Lives Coalition. 
“On the eve of a new administration that represents hope and change, we’re 

coming together to ask President-Elect Obama to join state leaders in helping 
right the wrongs that persist in Louisiana.”
Participants will address the issues of affordable housing, job training, case 

management, and the coordination of federal recovery programs. Summit 
discussions will be supported by keypad polling and groupware computer 
technology to identify collective priorities.  

by Carrie Crockett

The Office of Disaster Response’s St. Paul’s Homecoming Center in Lakev-
iew is moving this week, beginning a new life in Gentilly.
The new center is located at 1509 Filmore Avenue — near the intersection of 

Filmore and Paris Ave. in New Orleans.
Connie Uddo and Merri Kay Graves head the volunteer operations and run 

the center. Case Managers Ann Ball and Cathey Randolph are housed at the 
new location to provide services to that area and beyond. 
Case Manager Rashonda Bell is currently housed at the Noland Center to 

service people in the Central City area and beyond.
Supervisor Anthony Johnson’s office continues at its location on the second 

floor of the Noland Center.

By Ann Ball

St. Paul’s Home-
coming Center, 
also known as 
Beacon of Hope, 
provides a model 
for recovery in 
neighborhoods 
devastated by 
Hurricane Ka-
trina, and other 
disasters. 

Formerly in 
Lakewood, the 
Center opens its 
doors in Gentilly 
this week. 

[photo courtesy of 
St. Paul’s]

Prayers 
needed for Fr. 
John Moloney

Wanted: 
Laptops

Silent Clergy 
Retreat at 
Solomon
A silent clergy retreat will take place 

at the Solomon Conference Center 
from Tuesday, January 27th to Friday, 
the 30th.
The retreat will be led by Barbara 

Cawthorne Crafton, an Episcopal 
priest, spiritual director and author. 
She was rector of St. Clement’s 
Church in Manhattan’s Theatre dis-
trict, a chaplain on the waterfront of 
New York, and served historic Trinity 
Church, Wall Street and St. John’s 
Church in Greenwich Village. She 
was also a chaplain at Ground Zero.
The cost of the retreat is $279 

for single occupancy and $213 for 
double for full participation — room 
and board included. 
For more information, call 

985.748.6634. To register, visit 
solepisc.org.
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Celebrations & Occasions

About 30 Young Judeans worshipped at All Souls in New Orleans on Sunday, December 
28th. They worked for 4 days and assisted with mold remediation, sanding and painting 
at All Souls and at 2 members’ homes. Darryl Durham, in front, is the volunteer coordinator.
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Trinity Treasures supports 
the search for God in all, individually 
and corporately, through the offering 
of books and gifts that encourage, 
celebrate, comfort and affirm our 
spiritual lives in the daily events of 
our world.
-Trinity Treasures Mission Statement

 
 As we begin 2009 together, come 

and see all the ways--inspirational 
and whimsical--that we seek to imple-
ment and embody this intention.

Trinity Treasures is located at Trinity 
Church in New Orleans.

Historic Glee Club Set 
to Perform
The Cornell University Glee Club will 

be performing on Sunday, January 
11th at 7 pm at St. Martin’s Episcopal 
School in Metairie.
Doors open at 6:30 pm. The concert 

will last for about an hour and a half 
and is free and open to the public.
Solomon Theatre at St. Martin’s
5309 Airline Drive
(504) 733-0353

What’s Going On?!?
Want your event or news in 

the next ChurchWork?

News articles, photos with cap-
tions, blurbs, announcements, 
news flashes, heartwarming 

stories, funny tidbits, personal 
accounts and more are all 

welcomed and appreciated!

Please send to Rebecca at 
rpitre@edola.org

********************************
Sumbissions are due 
Friday, January 31st. 

On Sunday, December 21, I celebrated the final Eucharist at Church Church, 
Ascension Parish.  The church was closed at the request of the Vestry and 
with the consent of most of the congregation. Perhaps you will remember this 
was an attempt to restart St. Gregory’s, Gonzales and plant a new congrega-
tion closer to Baton Rouge. Diocesan Funding came from “Grow the Vision.”   
It was a good ending; there were tears, hugs, and the sharing of good mem-

ories. The congregation, which consisted of mostly young families with chil-
dren, made a valiant effort but decided they could not carry on. Gustav had 
damaged the barn where they worshipped, which had been remodeled as a 
Church.There were many wonderful memories shared.There was a baptism, 
several confirmations and two receptions. I am amazed at the talent of the 
young folks who made up this congregation. 
Surely, mistakes were made. I am ultimately responsible for all of those er-

rors. A great deal of effort and resources were poured into Christ Church and 
I should have done better to see that these were used in a way that would 
have built a sustainable, growing, and faithful congregation. The situation in 
the Episcopal Church seems to have greatly impacted Christ Church. Again, I 
should have been more attentive in this matter. 
The members of Christ Church have been invited to join in the life of St. Mar-
garet’s, Baton Rouge. I hope that many will do so. The the Rev’d Townsend 
Waddill, rector of St. Margaret’s, has rolled out the red carpet of welcome, 
and the Diocesan Executive Board has voted to put the property up for sale.  
I hope the profit will be invested for another try in forming a congregation in 
Ascension Parish. 
The material goods of the Church will be divided between St. Margaret’s and 

All Souls, New Orleans. Like St. Alban’s, Baton Rouge, which stands on the 
shoulders of Trinity Chapel, New Orleans, perhaps one day the congrega-
tion of All Souls will realize they stand in part upon the faithfulness of Christ 
Church and St. Gregory’s, Gonzales.
Looking at this from a slightly different perspective, I am heartbroken that 

Christ Church has closed. I was very enthusiastic about this effort and di-
rected many resources in the direction of this congregation. At least we tried, 
but this seems personally very sad for me. As noted above, there were many 
talented young families there. The strategies for planting a new church in 
other parts of the country do not work in south Louisiana. I hope the eleventh 
bishop of Louisiana will build upon this experience and do better than I have 
managed.
I am grateful to all who worked to make Christ Church into a strong congrega-
tion. I apologize to you for my failures. From death, God brings new life.

Bishop Jenkins on Christ 
Church, Gonzales


