
Services are Sundays at 10 AM                                                         

June through August 

Christ Episcopal Church’s 

Wayfarer’s 

Chapel 
Located about 44 miles west of Cody, WY  

On the Scenic North Fork Highway  

8 miles from the East Gate of  

Yellowstone National 

Park 

 

 

 

 

Wayfarer’s attendees through the years have been 

rained on, snowed on, (most likely hailed on), fanned 

themselves because of the sun’s heat, fanned them-

selves because of forest fire smoke, been sun burned, 

been wind burned and once been visited by a grizzly 

bear checking out the services. Yes, we said “grizzly 

bear”. As long time parishioner and wife of past Christ 

Church Rector Patterson Keller, Connie Keller     

recalls: “Many of the congregation were gathered for 

the annual opening service. We were waiting for our 

musician to appear.  Jim Hager, our long time church  

organist, had played as usual at the 8 o’clock service in 

town. It was impossible for him to be at the Chapel 

and ready to go by 10. We were visiting and also 

watching as others straggled in, many with dogs. Sud-

denly a large black dog was spotted. We commented 

on its size and lack of owner. Then someone said 

‘Wow, it‘s a black bear!’. Then someone else said 

‘That’s no black bear. That’s a grizzly!’. The grizzly 

slowly walked behind the altar with no interest in us 

and moved downhill. A cousin of a parishioner was in 

our crowd. Being  Jewish, she spoke up and said ‘that 

was a Jewish bear. He was not interested in a Christian 

service’. Jim in the meantime had arrived in the park-

ing lot with music and his house guest who was from 

Australia. The guest’s only regret was that he had not 

seen a bear. Just as they were starting to leave Jim’s  

ALL  ARE  WELCOME   car, down the hill came our grizzly. So the house 

guest got to see a bear and in a short while we      

actually had a service complete with good music.”  

Summer Sunday services are now lead mainly by  

worship leaders from Christ Episcopal Church,   

Cody, but local and visiting clergy have been known 

to serve. The first service of the season is of special 

importance with a picnic of food and fellowship  

following the service. Many a Wedding  has also 

been held at Wayfarer’s Chapel.                                                    

For information, please contact 

the church at  307-587-3849;                                   

by mail at  PO Box 1718  Cody,  

WY 82414 ;  or by email at          

info@christchurchcody.org   

www.christchurchcody.org     

 ****************                            

Wayfarer’s Chapel , according to the Wyoming          

Department of Transportation, is a “Category A” US 

Forrest Service site: lands on which “serenity and quiet 

are of extraordinary significance.” It is a special use area.   

Many a good story and good relationships have come out 

of this wonderfully natural and spiritual place.  

Thanks to all parishioners and 

visitors who help preserve the  

integrity of the Chapel, it’s site 

and the  surrounding area.                                                                                               

Safe travel  is prayed for all!                                  

May the Peace of the Lord be always with you!         



 

History of Wayfarer’s Chapel 

In 1964, the Christ Church Men’s Club’s 

main project was an establishment of a chapel 

on the North Fork. The early committee 

called it the North Fork Chapel. After a long 

discussion at the 1965 annual meeting, be-

loved parishioner Hat McGee wittingly called 

it Buffalo Bill’s Chapel on the Hill. By the 

close of the meeting the name Wayfarer’s was 

voted in. The construction of the chapel was 

to be completed by November 1, 1965, and 

by June 1966 agreements to house the priest 

at a nearby lodge were to be signed.  

After much haggling with the Forest Service 

and a land exchange to satisfy bathroom    

requirements, the chapel was built across 

from the Eagle Creek trailhead. At first the 

Forest Service required that two chemical 

bathrooms at the cost of $10,000 each be 

built, but the church could not afford that. 

Parishioner and rancher Jim Patrick worked 

out a deal: the church would obtain its present 

site with an outhouse on it, and the Forest 

Service would gain a right-of-way on the South 

Fork.  This is now the Carter Mountain Road.  

Volunteers built the chapel and materials 

were donated to build the altar and benches. 

Each year thereafter, volunteers have cleaned 

up the grounds and have made any necessary 

repairs. 

 

Through the early 1990s,  ser-

vices were conducted by visit-

ing priests who were lodged 

for a minimal fee at the UXU or Blackwater 

Lodges. The chapel committee advertised in 

the National Church magazine. Past Chairmen 

state that there was a great response. For nearly 

30 years, visiting priests held Sunday services.  

Most services are now run by Christ Church 

Worship Leaders. 

Because the new highway was to be constructed 

right behind the altar, the chapel had to be 

moved. Again, another chapel committee under 

Senior Warden Anne Young was established. A 

new site and parking area was negotiated with 

the Forest Service. Fortunately the chapel was 

only relocated up the hill. A new altar was built 

with parishioner and contractor Kenny Gasch’s 

help. Benches were 

moved, a new path was 

made and lined with stones 

and an upper parking lot 

was cleared. A rededication 

and consecration of the new Wayfarer’s Chapel 

was held  August 31, 1996 and the old site    

deconsecrated. The Rt. Rev. William Wolfrum 

and the Rev. Warren Murphy officiated. 

 

In the summer of 2004, the Forest Service did  

a study on the beetle kill damage to the trees in 

the Eagle Creek Area of which Wayfarer’s is a 

part. These trees   

presented a major fire 

danger. After coordi-

nation with some of 

our Wayfarer’s 

church representatives 

and the Forest Service,  the “Trinity Tree” by 

the altar was preserved as  they cut down a large   

portion of surrounding trees.  

Originally fellowship time after the opening ser-

vices were picnics held at Horse Creek or 

Clearwater campgrounds. When workable, 

starting in 2000, The Rev. Pat Keller and    

Connie Keller have graciously invited           

worshipers to their cabin on the North Fork 

after the service.      

Good food and 

good  fellowship 

are  enjoyed by 

all !!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original Chapel Altar  

Summer   2010 


