HELP THOSE AFFECTED BY LATEST U.S. DISASTERS
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Severe storms and flooding have
battered regions of the U.S. since April.
Most recently, a massive tornado struck
Joplin, Missouri, on May 22, killing
more than 120 people. The storm
damaged over 2,000 buildings and
filled streets with debris. Rescue crews
are still working to locate survivors.

“We have not lost any members, praise
God,” said the Rev. Frank Sierra, rector
of St. Philip’s, the town’s sole Episcopal
church. “A couple of our parishioners
have lost homes and others have family
members with injuries, but nothing life-
threatening.”

Episcopal Relief & Development is
responding through the Episcopal
Diocese of West Missouri. Initial funds
will assist survivors with support such
as food, gas cards and emergency
shelter. “As things are still in the
rescue phase, the diocese will continue
assessing needs as the situation

changes,” said Abagail Nelson, Senior
Vice President for Programs. “We are
standing ready to assist as advised.”

Last month, dozens of tornadoes leveled
areas of the South and Southeast,
causing several hundred deaths and
millions of dollars in damage. This
month, Southern states have also

been hit with major flooding from

the Mississippi River. Episcopal

Relief & Development is supporting
congregations in the Episcopal Dioceses
of East Carolina, North Carolina,
Alabama and Atlanta, among others, in
ministering to those affected with food,
vouchers for essential items, shelter and
pastoral care.

As inclement weather continues
affecting communities nationwide,
please remember that one of the most
important things we can do is pray - for
people who have lost loved ones and
homes, those in disaster-prone areas
and responders working to save lives
and address needs.

To support people suffering in the
aftermath of these storms, please fill
out the coupon below and mail it with
your check or credit card information.
Thank you for your compassion and
prayers. Visit www.er-d.org

for updates.
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