


THE HISTORY OF AN 
OLD CHURCH 



N THE JUNE ISSUE of thr "Historical Magazine", Mr. Nelson 
R. Burr presented a most excellent article entitled, "Adven- 
tws in Parish History". Dr. Burr is on the staff of the 
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C., and has written a num- 

ber of parish histories. In his article he gives some very good ad- 
vice, most of which I have been unable to follow. I have committed 
what he calls the "Sin of great haste". I have attempted to write a 
parish history in a few months instead of a few years. I have not 
had available the Vestry Minutes of the parish, with the exception 
of a few years, which is an indispensable source of information. I 
have not had personal journals or diaries which are another indis- 
pensable source. In short, I have had to depend entirely on the 
Journals of the Diocesan Conventions, the former town newspaper 
(The Public Press), a history of the County. and the memory of 
some of the older parishioners. 

This brochure makes no pretense a t  being a completely inte- 
grated history of the parish. It is primarily a source book, which 
can be used, I believe, to construct a real parish history in the next 
few years. A parish history should take into account the town and 
its people, its background, its industry, and many other factors, 
which has not been done in this short history. 

Instead of analyizing and restating many things in this history, I 
have given exact quotations from the Journals, the Public Press, and 
Parish Records. I have tried to arrange them in a chronological and 
coherent manner, leaving the interpretation mainly to the reader. 
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Interior After Remodeling 

F ONE were to go to the Court House in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, and look 
in Deed Book A, Northumberland County, under the date: August 29, 1772, 
he would find an original land grant to "The Church of En&m#' . . . 
"For the use of erecting Churches and places of worship and for no other 

use and purpose whatever, except burying grounds free from ground rents and 
other encumbrances forever." 

It would be unfair to the reader of this booklet to attempt a history of the 
Church in Northumberland, without saying a few words by way of background. 

What is today known as the "Episcopal Church" was in 1772 known ae the 
"Church of England". When the Church states in the Preface to the "Book of 
Common Prayer": "that this Church is far from intending to depart from the 
Church of England in any essential point of doctrine, discipline, or worship; or 
further than local circumstances require," it is said with a very definite pur- 
pose. It  is a statement to the effect that we are a continuous part of the One, 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

Although there are over 250 different denominations in this country, and 
many conflicting religious beliefs, there are only two main views of the Church, 
as a Church. There is the view that the Church is a divine organism, the Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ, founded by Him, given power and authority by Him, and 
intended to continue until the end of the world. Christ appointed twelve men, 
Apostles, to carry on the work of the Church after His Death and Resurrection 
and Ascension. "As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." St. John 
20:21. Those who hold this view maintain that the Apostles were the flmt 
Bishops and that their successors continue in the Church today. It  b main- 
tained that the Church is the Steward of the Mysteries of God, the Holy Sacra- 
ments, which are necessary for salvation. 

The second view of the Church is that the Church is a voluntary society of 
likeminded believers who want to worship God in their own way. Generally 
speaking, they do not believe in such a thing as the "continuity" of the Church, 
the necessity of a priesthood, or sacraments. Under this view, a new church 
can be started a t  any time, merely by having a group who would like to do 
things in the same way. 

The Episcopal Church is committed to the first view, as its name shows. 
"J3piiopos" means "Bishop", and the Episcopal Church maintains that the 
Bishops, as the successors of the Apostles, are essential to the very being of the 
Church. 

The Church, after the Resurrection and Ascension of our Lord, burst out 
upon the world and spread across the Mediterranean to the southern coast of 
France. Erom there it soon found its way across France to England. The 
Church was in England by a t  least 315 A. D. as the records of the Council of a 
Arles, France, shows that British Bishops were present a t  that Council. The 
Church of England had a foundation independent of Rome. It  was not, until 
595.A. D. that St. Augustine was sent to England by Pope Gregory. .The British 
Christians had been driven back into the mountains by the invasion of the 
Angles and the Saxons in circa 455. The British Christians and the mission of 
St. Augustine working together evangelized the country, and the two groups 
came together in what was known hereafter as the "Ecclesia Anglicana". The 
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Church retained a great degree of independence from papal control. Long be- 
fore Henry VIII, the Anglican Church had attempted to reject papal authority. 
King John was forced to sign Magna Charta in 1215 A. D. The Anglican 
Church would have gained its independence had there never been a Henry VIII. 
The King merely said for the Church what the Church had been saying for it- 
self for many hundreds of years. Henry VIII was not a good man, and his 
quarrel with the pope was a personal one, but he was right in his rejection of 
papal authority. (The Greek Church had rejected papal authority in 1054 A D.) 

The Church of England was the same Church after the reformation as be- 
fore. The question sometimes asked to embarrass Episcopalians is: "Where was 
your Church before the reformation?" The reply is: "Where was your face be- 
fore it was washed?" It was the same Church, freed from papal control with 
the Services in the language of the people, but it was NOT a NEW Church. 
There were some weeds taken out of the old garden, but it was the same old 
garden. The same Bishops, Priests and Deacons were in their Churches before 
and after the reformation. Out of about 9000 clergy only about 250 left The , 
Church for Rome. The Anglican Church is a part of the One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church of Christ. 

There are many national Churches within the Anglican Communion. The 
Episcopal Church is but 2,500,000 out of 50,000,000 throughout the world. Each 
national Church governs its own affairs, but is bound together in the same Doc- 
trine, Discipline and Worship. 

The Episcopal Church was the mission of the Church of England in the 
colonies. The Bishop of London was the Bishop in charge of this work. After 
the Revolution the Church became autonomous and Samuel Seabury was sent 
to England to be consecrated. On November 14, 1784, he was consecrated by the 
Nonjuring bishops in Aberdeen and returned to Connecticut as the f b t  Bishop 
of any kind in the United States. (The flrst Roman Catholic Bishop of Mary- 
land was not consecrated until 1790.) 

The Rev. William White, rector of Christ's Church, Philadelphia, soon fol- 
lowed together with Dr. Provoost of New York and were consecrated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on Septuagesima Sunday, February 4, 1787. From 
that time on, the Church was equipped with its complement of three bishops 
and prepared to perpetuate its own apostolic orders. (In 1790 the Rev. James 
Madison was consecrated Bishop of Virginia by the English Bishops, thus com- 
pleting the English line.) 

The EpiscoPal Church, because of its previous connection with the Church 
of England, was suspect and did not grow very rapidly. At the time of the 
Revolution, many of its parishes had been burned and much of its land con- 
fiscated. All of this, in spite of the fact, that the leaders of the revolution them- 
selves were for the most part Episcopalians. Patrick Henry, George Washing- 
ton, Thomas Jefferson, in fact, three-fourths of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were Episcopalians. 

The Episcopal Church, in colonial days, grew very slowly. It  refused to 
use "Lay Preachers" to evangelize. The Church required the same standard of 
its clergy in the new country as it had in England. This meant that those who 
were seeking Holy Orders had to have about seven years of higher and special 
education in a country where this kind of training was hard to get. We will 
see later on in this booklet how this very policy hindered the expansion of the 
C h m h  in the Susquehanna Valley and in Northumberland in particular. 

The fist recorded service held within the present limits of the United States 
was celebrated by a clergyman of the Church of England on the First Sunday 
after Trinity, 1579, thirty miles from Sen Francisco. The first Baptism in the 
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United States was by a Church of England clergyman on the Ninth Sunday after 
Trinity, 1587. The subject of this baptism was an Indian chief, Manteo. The 
following Sunday, August 20, Virginia Dare, the first English child born in 
America received Holy Baptism at the hands of Raleigh's Chaplain. These were 
the &st fruits, not only of the Church of England, but of Christianity in the 
colonies. On May 14, 1607, the Holy Communion was celebrated for the flmt 
time, on the Atlantic seaboard. The Rev. Robert Hunt was the celebrant and 
clergyman of Jarnestown, Virginia, 1607, from which the organization of the 
American Church dates. In the year 1611, the Rev. Alexander Whittaker, 
baptized Pocahontas and later married her to Mr. Rolfe. 

The &st elective assembly of the new world met in the Church of James- 
town in 1619. The Church made many early contributions to the welfare of 
this country and p r o d u d  many of its outstanding leaders. We have little of 
which to be ashamed, and much of which to be proud. 

NFORMATION in regard to Episcopal families and the missionary work of 
the Church in Northurnberland from 1772 to 1847 is very meager. 

"In May, 1793, Matthias Webb appeared at the Diocesan Convention 
in Philadelphia as their (Milton's) representative with the petition re- 

questing that Caleb Hopkins might be appointed minister of Christ's Church in 
Turbot Township. But as Mr. Hopkins had never studied the Greek and Latin 
languages, his qualifications were not deemed sufficient, and a committee was 
appointed to make further inquiry regarding his character and ability. At the 
convention in the following year Bernard Hubley appeared as delegate . . . and 
repeated the -request for Mr. Hopkins' services as Rector. The committee re- 
ported favorably and Mr. Hopkins was accordingly ordained. 

"His Beld of labor included that large part of Northurnberland, Montour, and 
Columbia counties embraced between the North and West branches of the Sus- 
quehanna, with preaching places at  half a dozen points, and to his work is 
justly due the honor of having established the churches of his denomination in 
this section of the state."' 

We can reasonably conclude from the above that the few Episcopal families 
in Northumberland at  this early date were provided with the ministration of the 
Church by the Rev. Caleb Hopkins, of Milton. 

It would seem from the above information that the work of the Episcopal 
Church in Northumberland was not established before this time. I t  is probable 
that the few families met in homes and were served by missionaries until 1817 
when the Union Church was built. 

John P. De Gruchy and J. S. Haines, as Episcopalians, were members of the 
committee under which the Union Church was built in 1817-18, and after its 
completion a parish appears to have been organized under the name of St. 
John's with the Rev. Elijah D. Plumb as Rector.' 

"The Old Union Brick ChurchH-Built in 1817 at the corner of Queen and 
Third Streets, where St. John's Lutheran Church now stands. The site had 
been offered to the people of Northumberland "for church purposes forever" 

'History of Northurnberland County, edited by Herbert C. Bell, (Brown, Runk 
& Co., Chicago, Ill., 1891). 
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when the original prospectors, Louden & Patterson, laid out the town in 1772. 
It was never used for this purpose until this building was jointly built by the 
Episcopalian, Reformed and, Lutheran congregations, all of whom held their 
services here for some years. Eventually the Episcopalians withdrew from the 
cooperative arrangement, and the two other congregations disintegrated. The 
Lutheran congregations was revived by the Rev. R. Wiser, pastor of Zion Luth- 
eran Church in Sunbury, in 1847, and a few years later the old building was 
renovated, this congregation having satisfied any claims that the other two had 
held in it.? 

The minister at the time of the Union Church was the Rev. Elijah D. Plumb, 
who was a missionary and teacher until at  least 1820. He was the principal of 
the Old Academy. 

As noted above, the Episcopalians withdrew from the Old Union Church 
and were probably served by missionaries of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. I t  
is recorded in the Parish records that the Rev. M. C. Lightner, of Danville, held 
services regularly here in 1845 in a brick schoolhouse. The records which are, 
available give little information of the activity of the Episcopal Church in 
Northumberland before the year 1846. After this year the Journals of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania give some indications of the work here. 

"On Sunday, the 10th of this month, in Christ Church, Danville, I admitted 
the Rev. Milton C. Lightner, the minister of that parish, to the Order of the 
Priesthood. In addition to his duties at  Danville, Mr. Lightner has been labor- 
iously employed in doing missionary duty at  Sunbury, Northumberland, Jersey- 
town and especially in Deny Township, where his efforts have been crowned 
with such success that a parish is about to be organized and a church building 
erected." (From the Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Alonzo Potter's address to Conven- 
tion, May 20, 1846, St. Andrew's Church, Philadelphia.) 

The Diocese at that time had 120 parishes, 120 clergymen, 6,000 communi- 
cants. In 1819 it had 24 clergy, 15 parishes, 1,370 communicants. The rate of 
growth of the Diocese is important, because it leads to a later division and re- 
division of the Diocese. 

From the Rev. Milton C. Lightner's report to the same con~ent.ion:-~'I 
have officiated regularly during the winter at  Sunbury, Northumberland, Jersey- 
town and in the Township of Derry, apd also to say, that if this were the only 
ground to be occupied, there need be none found 'standing idle in the market 
place'." 

The main hindrance to the work in Northumberland as well as elsewhere 
was the lack of clergy. As the Rev. Milton C. Lightner said, if men could be 
found for the work, there need be none found standing idle in the market place. 

The Diocesan Journal of 1847 shows that the Bishop ordained to the Dia- 
conate Benjamin Wistar Morris on June 28, 1847, as the rector of St. Matthew's 
Church, Sunbury. Also from the Bishop's charge to Convention, we read: "I 
also preached during the same period, but when no confirmations were held . . . 
in a newly organized parish in Northumberland." 

Evidently Mr. M o ~ i s ,  upon becoming rector of St. Matthew's, assumed the 
ministerial duties at  St. Mark's Northumberland, as the Rev. Milton Lightner 
does not refer to Northumberland in his report of 1847 and Mr. Morris does, in 
the following excerpt: "I hold service every Sunday afte111oon in Northumber- 
land, where I think we have a good ground for encouragement. With a little 

tUNorthumberland-the Story of an Old Town," published by Susquehanna 
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aid from abroad we shall be able to build a small church there during the 
present year." 

Evidently the Rev. B. W. Morris' hopes were well grounded and the church 
in Northumberland built, as the excerpt from the Bishop's address to the Con- 
vention of 1848 shows. "Five cornerstones of churches have been laid within 
the year, with appropriate solemnities, viz: . . . and also one by the Rev. Mr. 
Natt at  Northumberland in October last, during a meeting of the Convocation 
of Northern and Central Pennsylvania. Each of these buildings, with the ex- 
ception of that at Pottsville, is to be in districts where we have had as yet no 
church edifice." 

The report of the Rev. B. W. Morris that same year:-"Of the 105 Sunday 
services reported, nine were performed in Milton, three in Lewisburg, and the 
remainder divided between Sunbury and Northumberland. The services a t  the 
latter place have been almost uniformly well attended. On the 20th of October 
last, the cornerstone of a small church edifice, to be called St. Mark's Church, 
was laid by the Rev. G. W. Natt, of Bellefonte. Since that time, the building 
has so far progressed that the congregation are able to occupy it, though the 
interior is still in an unfinished state." 

" ........................ day of ................................ (the date was never entered in these 
minutes) Rev. B. Wistar Morris, M. M. Kapp and I. H. Morrison were appointed 1 a building committee of St. Mark's Church, Northumberland." 

The above is taken from the "Minutes of the Vestry of St. Mark's Church, 
Northumberland," which is the first record of Vestry minutes. This record book 
also shows that the first Vestry was composed of: Amos E. Kapp, M. M. Kapp, 
Dr. William Bright, Dr. Joseph Priestley, Martin Withington, William Weakley 
and John Morrison 

"20th of October, 1848, (this is an error and should be 1847) the corner- 
stone of St. Mark's Church was laid by the Rev. G. W. Natt, rector of St. John's 
Church. Bellefonte. These were present of the clergy: the Rev. B. W. Mods ,  
the Rector; Rev. M. C. Lightner, Rev. William I. Clark, Rev. I. H. Smith, Rev. 
H. T. Heister and Rev. G. C. Field." (This also comes from the record book 
mentioned above.) One of the present members of St. Mark's, Mrs. G. L. Van 
Alen, states that her grandmother, Miss Amelia Horton (later Mrs. A. C. Simp- 
son), was present a t  the laging of the cornerstone of the church. 

Thus began St. Mark's Church. It was built in 1847, during the time that 
the Rev. B. W. Morris was rector. I t  was built on the plot of ground at the 
comer of King and Second Streets given for that purpose in 1772. We And 
that by 1847 a congregation exists and a church is built. From the Journal of 
1849, we have the Brst statistical report of St. Mark's, given by the Rev. B. W. 
Monis. 

St. Mark's Church-"Baptisms, infant 1; communicants, added 2; present 
number, 5; public services, on Sunday, 29; other days, 7; total, 36. Sunday 
Schools, 1; teachers, 5; children, 18; the only collection yet made in this parish 

I was for Calvary Church, $3.00. Since my last report, the church has been 
I plastered, the chancel W h e d  and decently furnished. Fiftg dollars would 
/ enable us to put in pews, and have the church ready for consecration and free 1 from debt this summer." 

Evidently the m y  dollars spoken of by the Rev. B. W. Morris was forth- 
coming for in the Journal of 1850 we read in the Bishop's report: "The follow- 
ing church has been comecrated within the year, viz: July 18, 1849, St. Mark's 
Church, Northumberland." 

From the Rev. B. W. Morris' report: "Since m y  last report the church 
building has been finished and consecrated. I have always expected the growth 
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of the church to be slow in this place. Upon such ground and surrounded by 
such an atmosphere, we have reason to be thankful for what we have a m m -  
plished. There is no property belonging to the parish other than the church 
building and lot on which there is no debt. Present salary flfQ dollars." 

To quote from the Vestry minutes of 1848: "On the 15th of July, 1948, 
(this is another error in the minutes. The date is July 18th), St. Mark's Church, 
Northumberland, was consecrated by the Right Rev. Alonzo Potter, D.D. There 
were present of the clergy: Rev. B. W. Moms, Rector; Rev. William I. Clark, 
Rev. W. P. Cooley, Rev. Joseph S. Elsegood, Rev. T. S. Carpenter, Presbyters, 
and Rev. George L. Neide, Deacon" 

: ,-om. the same record: "Families connected with St. Mark's parish, North- 
umberland, June 1, 1848: Amos E. Kapp, 2 adults, 4 children; Michael M. Kapp, 
2 .adults, 8 children; William Cook, 2 adults, 4 children, (with the note: removed 
to Belletonte).; John Nixon, 2 adults,. 4 children; ................ ;... Grayham, 2 adults; 
.:: ....... ::.:.. Haase, 1 adult. Signed by B. Wister Morris, Rector." 
- .y:"Ccimntlunicants in St. Mark's Parish, Northumberland: June 1, 1848, Mrs.d 
A'.' E. Kapp, Mr. M. M. Kapp, Mrs. M. M. Kapp; April 8, 1849, Mrs. Jane 
Grayham, Mrs. Catherine Haas; July 15th, Miss Amelia Horten." 

In the first parish report, we saw that there were 18 children in the Church 
SchmL. In the year 1850, even though the communicant number had grown 
only from 5 to 6, the Church School had grown to 25. 

Parish records show: "1850 November loth, William B. Musgrave took 
ohafge, of parish. April 21, 1850, parish met and elected the following Vestry: 
Henry Haas, Henry Parton, A. E. Kapp, Joseph Graham, M. M. Kapp, Warden." 
"1851, October ............ Rev. W:B. Musgrave resigned the charge of parish." 

From 1851 to 1870 the parish remained associated with St. Matthew's in 
Sunbury. 
' From the report of the'  Rev. R. .O. Page, Rector of the parish of Christ 
Chufch,'Danville, to the Convention of 1852: "It is proper to add to the above 
the mention of three services, and the administration of the Holy Communion 
once,in the neighboring parish of St: Mark's, Northumberland, and two services 
in' St. Matthew's, Sunbury." 

The Parish Record Book shows *at the Rev. R. 0. Page, of Danville, also 
baptized on June 27, 1852: Alice A n d e h n  Kapp, Laura Catherine Kapp and 
Clara .Martha Simpson, and on October 10, 1852, Elizabeth Anderson Little. 

. . .  From the 'FariSh Record: "The Rev. William White Montgomery entered 

on his duties in St. Mark's, Northumberland, October 10, 1852." 
From this report, together with the fact that the Journal shows the Rev. 

B. Wistar Moi-ris to be the Rector of St. David's Church, Manayunk, it can be 
concluded that the Rev. B. Wistar Morris resigned his parishes in 1851. The 
Journal of 1852 does .not record his leaving St. Matthew's and St. Mark's. 

It. would seem that St. Mark's was again without a Rector. In the next 
year, 1851, however, the report of the Rev. William White Montgomery, Deacon, 
Rector-elect of St. Matthew's Church, Sunbury, and St. Mark's, Northumberland, 
and officiating ifi Christ Church, Milton, Northumberland County, for year end- 
ing May 1. 1853, shows twelve families and parts of families connected with the 
parish and 35 pupils in the church school. His report of the next year shows a 
congregation of 45 and a church school of 28. He closes his report with this 
remark: "The congregation is small in numbers, but not in strength; 'who 
bath despised the day of small things; for they shall rejoice'." . 

In a history of a parish, the history of the Diocese to which. it belongs is 
also important. I t  is for this reason I quote from the address of Bishop Potter 
to the 71St Convention in 1855: "During the last ten years, I have ofPiciated in 

public on 2,284 occasions, on 1,002 of which Confirmation was administered. 
The whole number of persons confirmed during this period is 8,600. 

"I have also during the same period consecrated 50 Churches, admitted 65 
candidates to the Deaconate and 61 Deacons to the Priesthood, preached 700 
sermons, baptized 154 infants and adults and administered Holy Communion 
2 19 times. 

"In 1844, 8,865 communicants. In 1853, 12,600 communicants. 
"During ten years, 54 Churches have been erected and occupied and seven 

more are now in progress." 
The Bishop spoke of dividing the Diocese. It was growing far too large 

for one man to administer. 
The Rev. W. W. Montgomery was still Rector in 1855. His report this year 

shows: "The total baptized membership of the parish is now 41 and there are 
35 pupils in the Church School. 

This'indicated what can be accomplished when a parish remains under the 
leadership of one person A parish can seldom do very well if there is a con- 
stant change in Rectors, or if a Rector has too many parishes or missions under 
his care, which so often happened in the history of St. Mark's I quote the 
charge of the Bishop to the Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania in 1856: 
"The usefulness of the ministry depends much less upon temporary or spas- 
modic efforts than upon steady, long-continued and manifold influences, which 

I adjust themselves to the peculiar condition of a place and congregation and so 
to the special character and temperament of individuals." 

"Change carried at this rate over the whole dioceses, would empty our 
parishes once in every four or five years." 

In the Convention of 1857, neither the Bishop or the Rector refers to St. 
Mark's. In fact, the Rector did not make a report this year. The list of Dio- 
cesan clergy reveals that the Rev. W. W. Montgomery is no longer listed and 
the Bishop's report shows that W. W. Montgomery was transferred from the 
Diocese this year. 

Other sources. viz. Bell's history, show that the Rev. J. W. Gougler was 
here in St. Mark's Parish 1856-59, but subsequent report of 1858 by Rev. Goug- 
ler says that there had been no Rector at  St. Mark's for two years. 

Rev. Gougler's report to Convention in 1858 stated that "for nearly two 
years, that (Milton) and the other two parishes (Northumberland and Sunbury) 

I had been without a Rector and has seriously suffered for the disadvantages to 
which it has been subjected." 

Bishop Potter's health failed and he asked the Standing Committee to act 
as the Ecclesiastical Authority. They asked the Rt. Rev. John H. Hopkins, 
Bishop of Vermont, to act on behalf of Bishop Potter. Bishop Hopkins evidently 
never came to St. Mark's, as the Contlrmation records jump from 1849 to 1860. 

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Bowman, D.D., was consecrated Bishop August 25, 

I 1858, to be in charge of the Diocese during Bishop Potter's absence. 
Ljishop Bowman's report shows that the Rev. J. W. Gougler left St. Mat- 

thew's, St. Mark's and Christ Church, Milton 
Bell in his history says that Theophilis Riley was Rector for one year, 1859. 

There is no evidence either in Parish records or Diocesan records to support 
this. As late as February 13, 1859, Rev. Gougler was still in Northumberland 
and he administered Holy Baptism as of that date to: Catherine Louisa Paine, 
Daniel Miller Paine, Elizabeth Cecilia Paine, Charles Wesley Paine. 

In 1860 Assistant Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Samuel Bowman confhned three in 
St. Mark's. Other reports show that St. Mark's was vacant in 1860. 

Perhaps the fact that St. Mark's was without a Rector in 1860 accounts for 
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the fact that while Bishop Bowman's reports shows three persons coniirmed in 
St. Mark's Church, there is no record in the Parish Register. 

Also the Parish Register shows that the Rev. B. Wistar Morris, (at  this time 
the assistant minister of St. Luke's Church, Germantown), returned to the 
parish for the Baptism of Annie Gittings Kapp and Willie Miller Reninger, 
September 2, 1860. 

The following entry appears in the Parish Records: "The Rev. Lewis Gib- 
son entered on his duties as minister in charge of St. Mark's Parish, North- 
umberland, November 1, 1860." The next entry on the Parish Record shows: 
"Vestry elected Easter Monday, 1861: John Hibbard, George Merrick, (War- 
dens), Jno. McFarland, B. Matthias, John Kapp, Charles Little, Amos E. Kapp." 

In 1861 the Rw. L. W. Gibson listed the following report: "Communicants 
9; 25 Sunday Services; 17 weekdays; average attendance 44; 4 teachers; 30 
pupils; building 26 x 40." 

From Bishop Potter's address to Convention this same year we learn that 
the Rev. Lewis W. Gibson was put in charge of the Churches at Sunbury and, 
Northumberland as of November 1st. 

Bishop Bowman died in 1861 and the. Rt. Rev. William Bacon Stevens was 
consecrated January 3, 1862. He was to be Bishop Potter's assistant. This bit 
of information explains Bishop Stevens' name in the parish register the next 
year. 

The Rev. L. W. Gibson, Missionary at  Sunbury and Northumberland, re- 
ported to the Convention of 1862 the death of the Warden and Superintendent 
of the Sunday School. The Parish Record shows this person to be George Mer- 
rick, age 56. The Record also shows that Amos E. Kapp died the same year 
at  the age of 19. 

To quote from the report further: "During the past year, I have held reg- 
ular monthly services in Selinsgrove, seven miles below Northumberland, where 
there are a few church families residing. I have baptized one child and the 
congregations have been large and interested in the services." 

Bishop Stevens' report of 1863: "Friday, 6th (June, 1862), I went to 
Northumberland and preached in the morning in St. Mark's Church. In  the 
evening, at  Sunbury, I preached, confirmed eight and addressed them in St. 
Matthew's Church." The Rev. L. w. Gibson's report reveals that there are 
three communicants at Selinsgrove and that he holds monthly services in that 
place. The Rev. L. W. Gibson was probably in Northumberland until 1867. 
His report for 1865 shows that a new salary system was adopted. The Rector 
was now to receive the amount of a monthly collection, which in this year 
amounted to $256.42. 

Bishop Potter died in 1865. Bishop Stevens was absent from the Conven- 
tion of 1866 because of ill health and was in Naples, Italy, on advice of physi- 
cians. The Rt. Rev. Thomas H. Vail, Bishop of Kansas, took his place temporarily. 

From Bishop Vail's report: "May 11, Friday evening, at St. Matthew's 
confirmed 14 persons, one of these from St. Mark's Church, Northurnber- 
land!' That person confirmed by Bishop Vail, as shows by St. Mark's Parish 
Records was Clara Kapp. 

Up until this year 1866 at least, St. Mark's had sent no deputies to the Dio- 
cesan Convention 

There is no report of the Rector for this year, but Bell says that the Rev. 
L. W. Gibson was Rector from 1860 to 1866. The Parish Record shows that the 
Rev. Gibson was here at  least until January 15, 1867, as he presented Emily 
Elliott, Mary A. Christy, Ellen F. Kapp and Alice A. Kapp to Bishop Vail for 
conflrmation on that day. 

. - 

Bishop A. Lee, of Delaware, reported to the Convention of 1867 as acting 
for Bishop Stevens. There was no Rector listed in the Ccnvention Reports and 
no report listed from the parish in this year. 

Bell says that the Rev. Charles H. Van Dyne was Rector from 1867-69. The 
Parish Register, Vol. 11, Page 150, shows that the Rev. Charles Van Dyne was 
Rector at least until July 12, 1868, as he presented four persons to Bishop Wil- 
liam B. Stevens for con5rmation on that date. 

The Rev. Charles H. Van Dyne, Rector of St. Matthew's, and officiating in 
St. Mark's, reports to the 84th Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania in 
1868 that "The services (in St. Mark's) were discontinued until September 1, 
1867, since which time they have been regularly held, once each Sunday and 
once during each week, by the Rector of St. Matthew's, Sunbury. There has 
been no visit of the Bishop since the last meeting of Convention." He reported 
that there were now thirteen communicant members at  St. Mark's. 

There seems to be a conflict between Bishop Stevens' report to Convention 
of 1869 and the date recorded in the Parish Records. Bishop Stwens states 
that "On Sunday, July 11, in the morning I visited St. Mark's, Northurberland, 
and after preaching I confirmed four and addressed them." The Parish Records 
agree with this information with the exception of the date. It gives July 12th 
instead of July 11th. 

No report is given for Northumberland this year. The Rev. Charles Van 
Dyne, according to the Bishop's report, left for the Diocese of Central New 
York. The parish apparently remained vacant until the next year when oc- 
casional services were rendered by the Rev. Gideon J. Burton, Rector of St. 
Matthew's, who reported to the Convention of 1870: "Besides the services re- 
ported above (in St. Matthew's), I have officiated voluntarily at  St. Mark's 
Church, Northumberland, (no longer connected with the parish; i.e., St. Mat- 
thew's); five times; a t  Trinity Church, Lewisburg, once; and at  Selinsgrove once." 

It is stated in the parish history that the Rev. William Moore was appointed 
Rector of St. Mark's in 1870 but resigned in the autumn of 1871. It  is also 
stated that the Rev. Mr. Sterling was minister in charge during part of this 
time, while the Rev. William Moore was absent. The Parish Records, however, 
do not show any ministerial acts performed by the Rev. William Moore. The 
records show no ministerial acts between the time of the Rw. Charles Van Dyne 
and the corning of the Rev. Charles G. Adarns in 1872. The parish history 
shows that the vestry extended a call to the Rev. Charles G. Adarns, November 
25, 1872. 

The Diocese of Pennsylvania had grown too large for proper administra- 
tion and in 1870 it was proposed to form a new Diocese. The Diocese had been 
divided in 1865 to form the Diocese of Pittsburg. In 1866 the subject of further 
division was brought before the Convention but failed to be approved. In 1870 
the Bishop of Pennsylvania again asked for a division of the Diocese. In ac- 
cordance with this portion of the Bishop's address, the Convention of 1870 
adopted the following resolution: "Resolved, that this Convention hereby con- 
sents to the formation of a new Diocese to be composed of all that part of the 
present Diocese of Pennsylvania which lies outside of the counties of Philadel- 
phia, Delaware, Chester, Montgomery and Bucks, and with the consent of the 
Bishop, the Deputies from this Diocese to the next General Conventioa present 
this resolution, duly authenticated to that body, and request its consent to and 
ratification of the same." 

The General Convention of 1871 approved the formation of the new Diocese 
and thus the Bishop of Pennsylvania, William Bacon Stevens, issued a call for 
the meeting of the Primary Convention of the New Diocese. 
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strength, and the congregations have steadily increased, so that in view of the 
growing population of the town, it has become imperatively necessary to en- 
large our church building. For this purpose $500 have been subscribed here, 
and from sources outside of Northumberland about $1100 have been raised. 
We hope to get $2500 in all, and the work of building will soon be begun. 1 

The Primary Convention was held in November 8, 1871, in St. Stephen's 
Church, Harrisburg. It  was decided by vote of orders to call the New Diocese, 
the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. Bishop Stevens filed his election to re- 
main with the Diocese of Pennsylvania. (When a new Diocese is formed the 
Bishop of the Diocese out of which the new Diocese is made can choose to be 
the Bishop of either one.) 

The Rev. M. A. De Wolfe Hose, D-D., was elected to be consecrated as 
Bishop for the new Diocese. Bishop Howe was consecrated in St. Luke's Church, 
Philadelphia, December 28, 1871. 

The Journal of the first Convention of the new Diocese in 1872 carries no 
report of St. Mark's; neither did this parish send deputies to the First Conven- 
tion, but the parish history shows that on December 8, 1872, the Rev. Charles G. 
Adams accepted the Rectorship. 

The Diocesan Journal of 1873 lists the Rev. Charles Adarns as Rector-elect 
of St. Mark's, Northumberland. e 

The Bishop reported to the Convention of 1873. "On the 5th of March I 
set off on my spring visitation and in the evening of that day, at  St. Mark's, 
Northumberland, I preached and confirmed six persons." This same Journal of 
Convention shows that the wardens at  this time were Messrs. Joseph 0. Tracy, 
and H. E. Kapp. The parish had 20 families, 17 communicants, 60 in Church 
SchooL 

A note in the minutes of the Vestry under the date, April 24, 1873, shows: 
"At a meeting of the Vestry of St. Mark's, Northumberland, a t  which tirne the 
following gentlemen: H. E. Kapp, J. H. Jenkins, A. E. Kapp, Benjamin Matthias, 
John McFarland were present. (The meeting being at  Mr. McFarland's house.) 
Messrs. H. E. Kapp, and J .  0. Tracy were appointed respectively Rector's War- 
den and Vestry's Warden. Mr. McFarland was elected Clerk. Messrs. J. 0. 
Tracy, A. E. Kapp, and John McFarland were elected Delegates to the Conven- 
tion to be held at Reading. It was also resolved to build an addition to St. 
Mark's Church and to defray expenses to take up subscriptions." 

We get further reports on the remodeling of St. Mark's from the "Remarks" 
made by the Rev. C. G. Adams in his first report to Convention. "I entered my 
duties here on the 8th of December, 1872., This report only embraces the six 
months of my rectorship here. No senices having been held by a clergyman 
during the six months preceding, although there had been lay reading with 
more or less regularity during that time. Owing to the peculiar difPiculties 
which have surrounded the parish from its first existence, but few signs of life 
appeared when I first came, and even the members of the parish took but little 
active interest in its welfare. This interest has however constantly gathered 

There are thus many things to encourage us, but numerous dangers threaten 
from without, while not a few obstacles from within the parish hold us back. 
But as the Lord has helped us hitherto, we hope and trust that His grace will 
bring us safely through all adversities." 

As most persons in Northumberland know, it was in 1872 that the weekly 
newspaper, "The Public Press," was Arst issued. In the third issue, December 
6, 1872, we find the following notice: "The Rev. Charles G. Adams will preach 
in- St. Mark's Episcopal Church, in this place, December 8th, morning and 
evening." 

I 
1 

S t  Mark's, Northumberland, Pennsylvania 13 

The Public Press began on January 31, 1873, to publish a Church Directory, 
and it is from that which we get the first church notice of St. Mark's Church in 
a public newspaper. "St. Mark's, Market St., Rev. Charles Adams, Rector. 
Services every Sunday at 10:30 A. M. and 6:30 P. M., and all Holy Days at  
10:OO A. M. Sunday School a t  2:00 P. M. Lecture every Friday at  7:00 P. M. 
Bible Class every Tuesday a t  7:00 P. M." 

On February 7, 1873, the following was added to the church notice: "Con- 
firmation lectures on Wednesday at 7:00 P. M. Social gathering on Monday." 
On February 28th, the Sunday evening service was changed from 6:30 P. M. to 
7:00 P. M. On July 18th, the Sunday School time was changed to 9:00 A. M. 

On Friday, April 18, 1873, being the Friday after Easter, the following 
notice appeared: "On Sunday last, being Easter Day, the Episcopal Church was 
beautifully adorned with flowers. The choir consisting of Misses Housel, Kapp, 
Renninger, and Messrs. Van Allen and Pickin fllled the Church with beautiful 
music . . . In the evening the Sunday school commemorated the day with a 
service in the church conducted by the Rector. 

"The crowded state of the church forced the conviction that the church 
must be enlarged, still more clearly home to the minds of all Episcopalians, and 
this happy event it is hoped will be effected this summer." (P. P. VoL I No. 21). 

From the Vestry ~ i n u t e s  under the date June 23, 1873: "At a meeting of 
St. Mark's Vestry held a t  the First National Bank of Northumberland. Messrs. 
J. 0. Tracy, J. H. Jeinkins and the Rev. C. G. Adams were appointed a .building 
committee to procure plans, specifications, and advertise for the contract." 

"We have seen the plans for the new Episcopal Church to be erected a t  this 
place in a short time. When completed it will be a fine piece of architecture." 
(P. P. July 18, 1873.) 

The following two items are from the Vestry Minutes of these dates. "July 
19, 1873. At a meeting of the building committee held at  the First National 
Bank, Northumberland, it was resolved to advertise for proposals to build the 
addition to St. Mark's Church in accordance with plans furnished by A. S. 
Wagner and speciflcations made out by Mr. Palmer. August 4, 1873. At a 
meeting of the building committee held at  J. H. Jenkin's house, the contract for 
excavation and stone work was awarded to William Nesbit and contract for 
the erection of the building to Peter Vandling, subject to the approval of the 
Vestry. On August 7, 1873, the Vestry having approved the contracts, excava- 
tions were begun." 

"St. Mark's, Market Street, Rev. C. G. Adams, Rector. Church services 
omitted 'till further notice. Sunday School will be held in the Building Associa- 
tion Room over Johnson's Store." "A concert for the benefit of St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church will be given by the Danville Quartette Club in the Metho- 
dist Church, on or about November 5th. Tickets 50 cents, for sale a t  the Post 
Office." (P. P. October 24, 1873.) 

"The concert held in the M. E. Church on Wednesday evening last for the 
benefit of the Episcopal Church at this place by the Danville Orphans Society 
was well attended. The programme was in every respect excellent, and the 
parts assigned to each individual were well executed." (P. P. November 14, 
1873.) 

The church building was completed but the New Constitution was proposed 
to the citizens of the Commonwealth for their approval or rejection by the Con- 
stitutional Convention, and most everything else was crowded out of the news- 
paper during the month of December, and so the Public Press carried no notice 

*P. P. indicates Public Press. 
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of the reopening of the Church. We are fortunate however to have a few 
records for December in the parish history as given below: "December 17, 1873. 
The parish history states that at  the opening services the Rev. T. F. Caskey, of 
Trinity Church, Williamsport, was present and adds this note: "The church is 
much enlarged and will now seat about 300 persons." 

On December 18, 1873, The Rev. J. Milton Peci, of Christ Church, Danville, 
was present. Also Rev. Messrs. Hewitt, of St. Matthew's, Sunbury, and Berg- 
haus, of Lykens. On December 19, 1873. the Rw. Dr. Keeling, of St. Stephen's 
Church, Harrisburg, the Rev. Messrs. H. H. Hewitt, of St Matthew's, and John 
Hewitt, of St. Paul's, Bloomsburg. 

"The Church before it was enlarged under the Rectorship of the Rev. 
Charles G. Adarns was a rectangle 26' x 40'. When it was enlarged the two 
transepts, chancel sanctuary, and the two small rooms were added, bringing the 
building to its present size. The Rev. C. G. Adams had the entire front end 
taken out of the Church, and when criticized by certain of the Vestry he said,, 
"Don't worry, it will be paid for before I leave." And so it was. 

It seems that the fkst government penny post cards were issued at the time 
that the Church was being enlarged and remodeled. The Rector asked the con- 
gregation to send post cards, which he had had printed, to friends and places 
of business. 

The first reply was received from a company which put out a type of wire 
for bailing hay. The Kapps had just gotten some equipment from this com- 
pany, and one of the girls saw the name of the company printed on it. She 
promptly sent them a post card, and was very much pleased to find that a 
check of $25.00 was sent by this company to the Church. 

All of the money for the cost of remodeling was finally collected with the 
exception oi $1800.00. It was at .this time that Amos Kapp, Jr., and his brother 
Horace went to Bradford, Pa., in search of oil. They had said that if they 
"struck oil" they would pay the remaining $1800.00 Very soon after making 
this promise they did strike oil and paid off the remaining indebtedness. 

The Sunday School .presented to the parish a most beautiful solid white 
marble font, which is still a valued treasure of the parish. 

Amos and Horace Kapp presented, the Church with a very colorful stained 
glass window to be placed in the sanctuary in memory of M. C. Kapp, their 
mother. This window was recently raised above the altar where its rich beauty 
can be more advantageously displayed. 

The window in the north transept, showing the sheaf of wheat and the 
cluster of grapes, the elements of the Holy Communion, was put in the church 
by the Rev. C. G. Adams at the time of the remodeling. 

The window in the south transept will be mentioned later. At this time 
the Second Street entrance was at  the place where the present window is lo- 
cated. (A picture of the Church showing this entrance will be found in this 
brochure.) 

"On Sunday last as the Rev. C. Adams was about starting for Selinsgrove, 
he met with what might have resulted in a serious accident. Just as he was 
seating himself i n  his vehicle, the horse started, and before Mr. Adams could 
grasp the lines, the horse ran to one side of the street, pulling the buggy over 
a log and upsetting Mr. Adams, but fortunately doing him no injury. With his 
usual promptness the Rector repaired at once to the livery stable where he 
found his horse, had him attached to another buggy and went on his way re- 
joicing. No bones were broken." (P. P. January 16, 1874.) 

The above notices shows that the Rev. C. G. Adams, although Rector of St. 
Mark's, was attempting to start work in Selinsgrove. Before passing on, let US 
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look at one signidcant but sad note in the remarks of the Rev. C. G. Adams to 
the Convention of 1873. "Of St. Andrew's, Selinsgrove, I would say that the 
services are attended by larger congregations than in Northumberland. From 
two or three hundred people assemble there. I am confident tbat a stronger 
parish could be established there than in Northumberland." 

"Bishop Howe of this Diocese, of Central Pennsylvania will preach and 
administer confirmation in the Episcopal Church a t  this place, this evening, 
March 27th. All are welcome." (P. P. March 27, 1874.) 

The Rev. C. G. Adams' report to Convention of 1874: "The past year 
(always note that the reports are for the previous year) has been in many re- 
spects a year of great trial to St. Mark's. The financial crisis found us in the 
middle of our work of building, and with only a portion of the funds necessarg 
to its completion. The work was however carried forward, and on the 16th of 
December last the church enlarged and improved so as to seat 300 and be the 
most beautiful place of worship in the town, was opened for religious services." 

The Public Press carried no account of the Convention or of any activity 
in St. Mark's Church since Bishop Howe's visit in March. It s e e m  that the 
potato bugs were very bad about June of '74 and a! space was devoted to 
episodes concerning potato bugs and how to get rid of them. 

"At His Post Again-Rev. Charles G. Adams, after an absence from town 
of several weeks, will be at his post again, preach on Sabbath next. A con- 
densed account of his ordination, taken from the Catskill Examiner, will be 
found in another column." (P. P. September 4, 1874.) 

"Ordination Service--The Rev. C. G. Adams holding a parish in North- 
umberland, Central Pennsylvania, and therefore belonging to Bishop Howe, was 
ordained in Catskill, which is under the supervision of Bishop Dine, and further 
the Bishop who ordained him was the Rt. Rev. Gregory Bedell of Ohio. 
Morning prayer having said at  9 o'clock, the principal service of the day began 
a t  10:30 A. M. Bishop Bedell preached on 2 Cor. 5:18." 

When the Rev. C. G. Adams' father visited Northumberland, the following 
article appeared in the newspaper. "At the hotel where he was stopping, he 
fell into conversation with the landlord. In the course of the remarks the 
proprietor asked: 'Mr. Adams, is this minister your son?' 'Yes,' replied Mr. 
Adams. 'I am that gentleman's father.' 'Well,' continued his interlocutor, 'Why 
did you make a minister of him? It was a shame to spoil so good a fellow in 
that way'." 

While in Northumberland, the Rev. C. G. Adams married a young lady, a 
member of his parish, and a charming person, Miss Elizabeth Little, by whom 
he had three children. 

During the season of pre-Lent in 1875, St. Mark's Church had a mission. 
This was one of the high points in the history of the parish, and for that reason 
the schedule is given in full. Perhaps it may be an inspiration to us in these 
latter times. A mission is always a great help in a parish, both in further edu- 
cating the presenr members ana in attracting others to the Church. A parish 
should have a mission once every three years. According to all evidence, St. 
Mark's has had two missions in all of its history. The following is the mis- 
sion schedule as it appeared in the Public Press on January 29, 1875. 

Pre-Lent Mission and Lenten Services 

of St. Mark's Church, Northumberland, Pa 

Mission Services, January 3lst-February 5, 1875. And aiter every senrice 
opportunity will be afforded for conversation in spiritual matters and instruc- 
tion with a view to confirmation. 
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Sunday, January 31st, A. M. Service and Holy Communion. P. M. Ser- 
vice and Sermon. Subject: , The Purpose and Work of the Mission. 

Monday, 7:00 P. M. Service and Sermon by Rev. G. F. Rosenmiller. Sub- 

ject: Sin and Penalty. 
Tuesday, 7:00 P. M. Service and Sermon by Rev. William Paret, D.D. 

Subject: Forgiveness. 
Thursday, 7:00 P. M. Service and Sermon by Rev. I. F. Caskey. Subject: 

The Future State of the Impenitent. 
Friday, 7:00 P. M. Service and Sermon by Rev. John Hewitt. Subject: 

The Future State of the Blessed. 
On these five days there will also be an  afternoon service a t  four o'clock 

with an address by the Rector. 
Sunday, February 7th A. M. Holy Communion. 
Lent Services, February 10th-March 27th. 
Ash Wednesday, February 10th A. M. 10 o'clock Service and address.. 

P. M. 7 o'clock Service and Sermon. 
February Il th,  4:00 P. M. Service. 
February 12th, 7:00 P. M. Service and Sermon. 
Every Sunday morning during Lent Holy Communion will be administered. 
Beginning with February 15th, there will be service and addresses every 

evening a t  7:00 P. M. until notice of change be given. After each service the 
Rector will be ready to converse on spiritual matters, and from 4:00 to 5:00 
every afternoon he will be in his study a t  the church for the purpose of giving 
aid and instruction to those who fee1 the need of living nearer to Christ. 

"The subject of the sermon at  the Episcopal Church next Sunday evening: 
The Spiritual Harvest and Our Relation to It." (P. P. February 5, 1875.) 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams has been c o n h e d  to his room for the past two 
weeks with a severe cold." (P. P. March 12, 1875.) 

"The Easter festival of the Sunday School of St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
will be held next Sunday evening, March 28th. All will be welcome a t  the 
church." (P. P. March 26, 1875.) 

"Next Sunday evening, June 6th, Rev. Charles G. Adarns will commence a 
course of sermons in St. Mark's Episcopd Church on the Vices and Follies of 
Modern Society. The first sermon will be on general introduction of the whole 
subject, on tbe Relationship of Christianiw to the preconceived Ideas of Hu- 
manity." (P. P. June 4. 1875.) 

The Rector's report to the fourth annual Convention of the Diocese of Cen- 
tral Pe-ylvania. Families or parts of families 35, 30 communicants, 100 pupils 
in Church School. He adds: "The peculiar character of the work required of 
the Rector during the past, viz: Close attention to pecuniary and other kindred 
matters, compelled neglect of many important parochial duties. To this cause 
may be ascribed the small number of baptisms. However, the spiritual neglect, 
but  temporal attention, has accomplished its end, and the debt upon St. Mark's 
is removed and Church was consecrated, April 11, 1875." 

"Episcopal Convention-The Fourth Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania in which Rev. Adams' Church at  this place is 
included met a t  Reading on Wednesday evening. Rt. Rev. M. A. De Wolfe Howe 
presided. 

"The Diocese embraces a n  the counties of Pennsylvania east of the Alle- 
gheny Mountains, except Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgo- 
mery. It contains about 100 parishes and preachers. The parishes may also be 
represented in the Convention by two lay delegates for each Church. 

"The proceedings of the Convention as well as the religious services were 
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open to the public of all denominations. Rev. Charles G. A d a m  attended the 
Convention." (P. P. June 11, 1875.) According to the "Parish Mend," a parish 
paper put out by St. Mark's in 1875, the Rector gave a full account of the Con- 
vention proceedings. 

"The subject of the sermon in the Episcopal Church next Sunday even-, 
July 18th, will be The Sin of Violating the Lord's Day." 

"Rev. Hewitt, the Episcopal clergyman, of Sunbury, took passage in the 
steamship Ohio for England on Wednesday." (P. P. July 16, 1875.) 

"Look out for the Magic Lantern a t  the old Post OfFice room, next Tues- 
day evening, August 3, a t  half past seven o'clock. Admittance 10 cents. Pro- 
ceeds for the benefit of the Episcopal Church. If an  audience can be collected, 
the show will be given for two or three nights. Refreshments will also be  for 
sale." (P. P. July 30, 1875.) 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams will be absent from town for the next two Sun- 
days." (P. P. August 13, 1875.) 

The parish history notes that on September 12, 1875. the Rev. Charles G. 
Adams resigned and preached his farewell sermon. 
"Farewell Sermon-Rev. Charles G. Adams, Episcopal Minister, of St. Mark's 
Church, Northumberland, preached his farewell sermon to a large and apprecia- 
tive audience on Sunday evening last. In the resignation of Rev. Mr. Adams, 
the Episcopal Church of this place loses a pastor whose place it will prove a 
difficult task for the congregation to fill. Ministers of his energy and perse- 
verance, combined with talent, are scarce." (P. P. September 17, 1875.) 

"The Rev. Charles G. Adams, formerly Rector of St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church in this place left for Oil City, Pa., yesterday, to take charge of the 
Episcopal Church at  that place." (P. P. November 5, 1875.) 

"Rt. Rev. M. A. De Wolfe Howe will visit St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal 
Church on Wednesday evening, the 17th inst. Services will commence at  7% 
P. M." (P. P. May 12, 1876.) 

"Miss Helen Kapp was confirmed as a member of the Episcopal Church by 
Rt. Rev. De Wolfe Howe, assisted by Rev. Hewitt, of Sunbury, on last Wed- 
nesday evening. The singing on the occasion was rendered by Misses Sue Kneas 
and Housel, and Messrs. Wm. E. Taylor and Bert Van Alen." (P. P. May 19, 
1876.) 

This account is confirmed in the parish records under the date May 17, 
1876. I t  is interesting to note that this is the last confirmation entry on the 
parish records until November 10, 1889. 

"Rev. C. G; Adams and wife, of Oil City, Pa.. stopped by on way home 
from Centennial." (P. P. August 25, 1876.) 

"Lost--On last Sunday morning in the Episcopal Church, or between that 
Church and the residence of Mrs. M. M. Kapp, a pair of gold rimmed spectacles; 
one glass is broken, the finder will be suitably rewarded by leaving them at  this 
office." (P. P. October 27, 1876.) 

Church services were probably held from time to time but this is b e  Iasr 
reference to the church being used in 1876. 

The Journal of 1876 simply lists: "Northumberland. This Church has been 
without a Rector during the past year." 

"Rev. H. H. Hewitt, of Sunbury, will preach in St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 
of Northumberland, at  4 o'clock on next Sunday afternoon" (P. P. March 
30, 1877.) 

"Rev. Hewitt, of Sunbury, has taken charge of St. Mark's Episcopal congre- 
gation at  this place." (P. P. April 13, 1877.) 

The Rev. Horatio H. Hewitt, Rector of St. Matthew's, Sunbury, officiating 
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in St. Mark's, reported to the Convention of 1877: "I officiated in this parish 
during the months of April, May, June, giving a Sunday afternoon senrice with 
sermon. These services were discontinued because of a lack of means of con- 
veyance." 

"Rt. Rev. B. Wistar Morris, Bishop of Oregon, will preach in St. Mark's 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in Northurnberland, on Wednesday evening, No- 
vember 28, at 7:00 o'clock P. M." (P. P. November 9, 1877.) 

"Rt. Rev. M. A De Wolfe Howe, D.D., Bishop of Central Pennsylvania, 
wilI.preach in St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Northurnberland, Sunday evening, 
May 19, 1878, at 7:00 o'clock P. M." (P. P. May 10, 1878.) 

There was at  this time (1878) four convocations: the Reading Convocation, 
the Harrisburg, Williamsport and North Eastern. This means that the Diocese 
for administrative purposes was divided into four sections and we can see again 
that the Diocese is growing too large for proper administration by one Bishop. 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams and wife, of Oil City, are here on a visit. They* 
are accompanied by a young lady from that same place." (P. P. August 2, 1878.) 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams, of Oil City, preached in the Episcopal Church, a t  
six o'clock on last Sunday evening. The sermon is spoken of as having been 
instructive and highly entertaining." (P. P. August 9, 1878.) 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams, of Oil City, will preach in St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, in this place, on next Sunday, the 25th inst., at  10:30 A. M. and 5:00 
o'clock P. M." (P. P. August 23, 1876.) 

The Rw.  Horatio H. Hewitt, of Sunbury, is still senring Northumberland 
at  the time of Convention in 1878, but it can be seen from the many newspaper 
notices that the Rev. C. G. Adams officiated whenever he was in town. 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams returned from a two weeks' visit to Susquehanna 
County a few days ago. He reports that while away, on eleven days' fishing, 
he caught 150 fine bass in Crystal Lake with a trout rod and line." (P. P. 
August 30, 1878.) 

"A. Ellmaker K a p p T h e  funeral services were conducted on last Tuesday 
afternoon, Rev. Hewitt, of Sunbury, officiating. The Episcopal Choir, of Sun- 
bury, sang by special request." (P. P. November 15, 1878.) 

"Rev. J. Henry Black, of. Williamsport, will hold services in the Episcopal 
Church at  this place at 3:00 o'clock on Sunday next, December 1st." (P. P. 
November aS, 1878.) 

"Sel-vices in St. Mark's Episcopal Church every Sunday at  four o'clock 
P. M." (P. P. March 21, 1879.) 

"The Episcopal Choir of this place sang in the Church of the same denomi- 
nation a t  Sunbury on Sunday last." (P. P. May 30, 1879.) 

('There will be services a t  St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Wednesday even- 
ing, July 30, a t  8:00 o'clock, by the Rev. F. D. Jaudon, of Muncy, Pa." (P. P. 
July 25, 1879.) 

"Rev. Charles 6. Adams, formerly of this place, will preach in St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church, this place, on Sunday next at  10:30 A. M. and 7:00 P. M." 
(P. P. August 15, 1879.) 

"Rev. C. Q. Adarns has been here since Monday making preparations to 
move his family to Connecticut." (P. P. October 24, 1879.) 

From Bishop Howe's address to Convention of 1879: "St. Matthew's Church, 
Sunbury, was vacated on the first of June, the Rev. Horatio H. Hewitt having 
resigned the Rectorship, and accepted a call to a parish in the Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh. Mr. Hewift for the past three months has officiated on the afternoon 
of each Lord's Day in St. Mark's Church, Northumberland. His departure, of 
course, leaves that Church also unsupplied." 
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The Report of St. Mark's Church to Convention of 1879 shows that during 
the year there were held only six services. Holy Communion celebrated in 
public once. 

The Bishop reported to Convention of 1880 that the Rev. Henry A. Sldnner 
was to be the new Rector of St. Matthew's, Sunbury. He was made Rector only 
three months before Convention and says nothing about St. Mark's. 

"The Episcopalians of Sunbury are delighted with their new minister, Rev. 
Skinner, who preached his first sermon for them on Sunday." (P. P. February 
22, 1880.) 

Although the. Rev. H. A. Skinner gave no report for St. Mark's either in 
1880 or 1881, we learn from the Public Press that he held services in St. Mark's 
about once a month during this time. 

The report for St. Mark's in 1882 lists no Rector, only warden, Mr. J. 0. 
Tracy. Church accommodations are now listed at 250 instead of 300. Why? 
No one seems to know. Value of property at  this date $3,500.00. Under "Re- 
marks," "The Parish has had during the year fourteen services which were vol- 
untarily offered on the part of the Rev. H. A. Skiliner, of St. Matthew's,Sun- 
bury, who was assisted in part by the Rev. Charles F. Sweet. The Public Press 
notices show that there were services about once a month. In this report i t  is 
also stated that two persons were confirmed. As was noted in this book pre- 
viously there are no records of confirmation from 1876-1889. It is possible that 
the Rector of Sunbury kept these records with his own in St. Matthew's. 

"Rev. Charles G. Adams and family, of Southport, Conn., are visiting, Mrs. 
Adams' mother, Mrs. Little; they look as if the air of the nutmeg state was db- 
void of malaria. Rev. Adams is the persevering and energetic young minister 
who was the main spring in having the Episcopal Church at this place re- 
modeled; he not only devised the plan to secure financial aid from abroad,. but 
used a snug sum of his own funds towards paying the cost of the repairs. The 
Church has been unoccupied ever since he left six or seven years ago."(P. P. 
September 22, 1882.) 

As we have seen before, this was true to a great extent, but the parish was 
supplied with occasional services by the Sunbury Rector. 

"St. Mark's Episcopal Church contained a select audience a t  12:OO o'clock 
P. M., on Wednesday, April Ilth, to witness a wedding ceremony of much in- 
terest to all who were present. The principals to the ceremony were Miss Mary 
Kapp, fourth daughter of Mr. A. E. Kapp, and Mr. Frank L. Sheppard, of Al- 
toona. Promptly at  12:00 o'clock the arrival of the bridal party was announced, 
and as the inspiring and jubilant strains of Mendelssohn's Wedding March re- 
sounded throughout the Church, the party preceded by the ushers, advanced in 
a very imposing and graceful manner to the altar where they were received by 
the Rev. Hewitt, of Bellefonte . . . Miss Helen V. Kapp, sister of the bride, 
(first bridesmaid), wore a handsome marine blue velvet." (P. P. April 13, 1883.) 

The Rev. Charles Morison became Rector of St. Matthew's Church, Sun- 
bury, in February, 1883. But it was not until the Convention of 1884 that he 
reported: "I have lately begun regular Sunday afternoon services in St. Mark's 
Church, Northumberland." 

A study of the Public Press revealed that services were held every Sunday 
afternoon a t  4:00 o'clock. 

At the Convention of 1884 the Bishop, the Rt. Rev. M. A. De Wolfe Howe, 
asked for an assistant Bishop for the Diocese. This was granted and on October 
28, 1885, the Rt. Rev. Nelson Somerville Rulison was consecrated as the assistant 
Bishop with residence in South Bethlehem. (The Bishop of the Diocese lived in 
Reading, which was the Diocesan headquarters.) 
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In the k t  report of Bishop Rulison we find that on March 19, 1885, he 
preached in St. Mark's, Northumberland, but had no confirmations. 

"Rt. Rev. Nelson S. Ruljson will visit St. Mark's Parish, Northumberland, 
Thursday evening, March 19, 1885. Service at 6% o'clock P. M. J. 0. Tracy, 
H. E. Kapp, Wardens." (P. P. March 13, 1885.) 

The Rev. C. Morison reported for .this same year: "Services were begun 
by the Rector in St. Mark's Church, Northumberland, in May, 1884, and con- 
ducted regularly on Sunday afternoons until December 1, when the river was 
closed and ther,e was no ready means of communication. A Sunday School was 
maintained there during the winter by some of the parishioners, and Sunday 
services were resumed in May of this year. During this time the offerings of 
the congregation, amounting to nearly $35.00, were given as salary to the min- 
ister, and upon the occasion of Bishop Rulison's visitation, the sum of $2.30 was 
sent to .the Bishop's 'Purse'." 

Bishop Rulison on April 6, 1886, preached in Northumberland. 
Rev. Charles Morison reported in 1886, "I officiated every Sunday during, 

the summer in St. Mark's." 
The Rev. C. Morison gave no report on St. Mark's for 1887 or 1888. 
Rev. C. Morison reported in 1889: "Services have been held nearly every 

Sunday afternoon since the beginning of Lent in.  St. Mark's Church, North- 
umberland." It  was in 1889 that there appears again a confhnation entry. 
Six persons were confirmed on November 10, 1889 by Bishop Rulison. They 
were: Mary Gaskins, Rebecca Gaskins, Katherine Elizabeth Sherk, Ella Blair 
McGregor, Rebecca Graham and Edith Wood Hawley. 

The Rev. C. Morison officiated in St. Mark's Church from 1884-1889 during 
which time services were held with more or less regularity and rather less than 
more. As nearly as can be discovered, the services were held once a month with 
the exception of November, December, January and February. The Rev. C. 
Morison reported about the same thing every year for St. Mark's, and as far as 
can be seen there was very little progress made during this time. In 1894 Mr. 
George L. Stockett was appointed lay reader and helped maintain services in 
Northumberland. 

I insert a few Public Press notices which will be of special interest to the 
older parishioners. 

"Resolution of Respect, Northumberland, November 2, 1887: At the meet- 
ing of the Vestry of St. Mark's Church, on Tuesday evening the &st inst. the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted: 'That in the death of Amos E. 
Kapp, Esq., we acknowledge the loss of an active, useful and respected member 
of the Vestry of St. Mark's Church; one who was for many years identifled 
with its interests and desirous of its prosperity. We therefore deem i t  proper 
to make a minute of our respect for the deceased and of our sense of loss, see- 
ing in his death at  a ripe old age, the kindly dispensations of Divine Providence. 
Wm. B. Stoner, M. D., Chairman. Attest: J. 0. Tracy, Secretary." (P. P. 
November 4, 1887.) 

"St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal Church will be opened on Sunday after- 
noon at 4:00 o'clock for services." (P. P. November 11, 1887.) 

This was the last notice of service until F'riday, April 6, 1888. 
"On last Monday morning a meeting for the election of vestrymen was 

held in front of the Episcopal Church of this place. The members not being 
able to gain admittance to the church were compelled to cast their votes out in 
the cold, the key being held by a prominent member of the Church, who does 
not see At to allow his brethren and sisters to enter the temple; however, they 
had thelr vote at any rate, and as the majority generally rules, no doubt the 
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sisters and brethren of the Episcopal faith will eventually once more occupy 
their respective seats in the pretty little edifice, which if not soon opened and 
properly ventilated spiritually and atmospherically will be on a fair way to de- 
struction." (P. P. April 6, 1888.) 

"The hours for the supper to be given by the ladies of the Episcopal Church 
in the band hall on Satul.day evening are from six to nine o'clock. Prices of 
supper, 25 cents." (P. P.. October 16, 1891.) 

Bishop Howe died in Jyly of 1895 and the assistant, the Rt. Rev. William 
Rulison became the Bishop of the Diocese. 

There was in November, 1897, a special Convention held for the election 
of a new Bishop. Bishop RuLison having died since the Convention in June. 
The Rt. Rev. Ethelbert Talbot, D.D., L.L.D., Missionary Bishop of the Missionarp 
Jurisdiction of Wyoming and Idaho, was duly elected as Bishop and Diocesan of 
the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, having received a majority of votes cast 
in each order voting separately at  the same ballot. (He was elected on the 
fourth ballot.) 

Bishop Talbot in 1900 had for two years previously stated that the Diocese 
must again be divided. The actual division did not take place until flve years 
later. The Journal of 1900 lists the Rev. Wm. E. Kunkle, as minister, Christ 
Church, Milton, and St. Mark's, Northumberland. This is the first reference 
to the Rev. Wm. Kunkel in the Diocese. He is not listed previously as among 
Diocesan clergy; neither did the Bishop report him as being admitted to the 
Diocese. 

This is the first tirne in many years that a full Diocesan report was given 
for St. Mark's. It shows that there were 15 families, 22 baptized persons, 15 
confirmed persons, 3 teachers in Sunday School and 30 pupils. 

From the parish records it would seem that the Rev. W. E. Kunkle took 
charge of the parish in 1899. This was the first minister (of its own) that St. 
Mark's had had since the Rev. C. G. Adams left the parish in 1875. The Rev. 
W. E. Kunkle is listed simply as missionary. It was not until 1903 that he was 
listed as Rector. He remained in St. Mark's until 1907 when he resigned the 
parish. 

It  was sometime around the turn of the century that two fine alms basons 
of carved wood were presented to the Church in memory of Andrew D. Ren- 
ninger. 

The report of the Rev. W. E. Kunkle to Convention of 1902 showp Dr. Elliot 
and Mr. Charles Grant as wardens; Mr. Horace K. Renninger as Treasurer, and 
Mr. John J. Howell as Secretary. At that tirne the parish had 33 baptized per- 
sons; 13 communicants; number communicating at least once a year 9; estimated 
value of church property, $2,500; indebtedness, none. Total income for year 
$259.60. 

As had happened on two previous occasions the diocese again divided. 
"Division of the Diocese was spoken of as early as 1877, when Bishop Howe re- 
ferred to the subject in his annual address, yet this method of Episcopal relief 
did not develop into any tangible form until the year 1904."* 

"The Primary Convention of the new Diocese to be held November 29, 1904, 
in St. James Church, Lancaster, for the purpose of effecting an organization. 
In this call the Bishop elected the old Diocese as the one to which he would 
continue to be attached, and in this same connection designated Mr. Charles M. 
Clement, as communicant of St. Matthew's, Sunbury, to act as kmporary Secre- 

'Diocese of,.Bethlehem and Harrisburg, Vol. 11, Rev. Jonathan W. Miller, Frack- 
ville, Pa., 1909. 
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tary, and also to perform the necessary duties relative to calling and organiz- 
ing said Primary Conventionn* 

The Primary Convention of the new Diocese met a t  the appointed time and 
place, and asked the Episcopal care of the Rt. Rev. Ethelbert Talbot, D.D., 
L.L.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, until such time as a 
bishop be elected and consecrated for the new Diocese. 

It is interesting to note that the Rev. William T. Manning, D.D., was elected 
first Bishop of the newly organized Diocese of Harrisburg. However in Decem- 
ber 16, 1904, he declined the call to become first Bishop of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. 

This necessitated the calling of a special Convention and on January 31. 
1905, this Convention met and on the 13th ballot the Rev. James Henry Darling- 
ton, D.D., was elected Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg. He accepted on 
February 7, 1905, and on Wednesday, April 26, 1905, in Christ Church, Brook- 
lyn, was consecrated Bishop. 

The Constitution, together with the Canons and Rules of Order for the, 
Diocese of Harrisburg, were h a l l y  adopted by the Convention of 1906. Thus 
the organization of the newly erected Diocese was fully and h a l l y  completed. 

Delegates may have been sent by St. Mark's Parish to Convention before, 
but the only available record a t  present would indicate that from its organiza- 
tion in 1847, no delegates had been sent until Mr. 0. W. Ent was sent to the 
Second Annual Convention of the Diocese of Harrisburg held in Christ Church. 
Williamsport, on June 5-6, 1906. 

On May 12, 1907, Dorothy Marie Burg (now Mrs. G. L. VanAlen) was the 
Brst person in St. Mark's to be confirmed by the 5rst Bishop of Harrisburg, the 
Rt. Rev. J. H. Darlington. She was presented by the Rev. W. E. Kunkle. 

In 1907 the last report given by the Rev. W. E. Kunkle showed that the 
Sunday School had one teacher and eight pupils. The previous year two 
teachers and 25 pupils were reported. 

When the Rev. W. E. Kunkle left St. Mark's on May 26, 1907, the Rev. Leroy 
F. Baker (general missionary from the Diocese of Harrisburg) took charge of 
the parish and held services regularly until January 5, 1908. 

In February, 1907, a handsome silver chalice and paten, with two cruets, 
were presented to St. Mark's Churcti in;mernory of Mrs. Barbara Ann Ren- 
nhger  by her children. 

Mr. John Costello was admitted as a postulant for Holy Orders in the Dio- 
cese of Harrisburg on May 13, 1907. In St. Stephen's Church, Harrisburg, on 
the third Sunday in Advent, December 15, 1907. John Costello was admitted 
to the Order of Deacons. He was put in charge of St. Mark's Church, North- 
umberland, January 5, 1908, the Rev. W. E. Kunkle having resigned St. Mark's 
and keeping Christ Church, Milton, and St. Thomas', Watsontown. The Rev. 
John Costello, according to the Journal of 1908, had charge' of Christ Church, 
Riverside, and St. John's Church, Catawissa, as well as St. Mark's. His report 
shows at this time 20 corn-micants and a Sunday School of 12. He remained 
in St. Mark's only from January 2, 1908, to October 11, 1908. a t  which time he 
went to St. Mary's Church, Waynesboro. 

The Rev. J. E. Diggles, in the Journal of 1909, was listed as rninisier in 
charge of St. Mark's, Northumberland. It  is noted in the Parish Service Regis- 
ter that he preached his first sermon in St. Mark's Church on October 18, 1908. 
It  also rather sadly notes that the attendance that evening was seven. The 

*Diocese of Bethlehem and Harrisburg, Vol. Il, Rev. Jonathan W. Miller, Erack- 
ville, Pa., 1909. 

parish history shows that he was at the time a candidate for Holy Orders. He 
reported 26 communicants for St. Mark's. He also reported a total of 91 ser- 
vices held in the last year (this number would include all services held by the 
Rev. John Costello from January, 1908, until October, lg08, when he resigned, 
and those held by the Rev. J.  E. Diggles from October until December, 1908.) 

The Parish History in Vol. I1 of the Church Records states: "On July 15, 
1909, the 60th Anniversary of the consecration of St. Mark's Church was held. 
8:30 A. M. Baptism, 2 infants, one adult; 9:00 A. M. celebration of the Holy 
Communion by the Rev. James W. Diggles, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Blooms- 
burg; 230 P. M. Evening Prayer and address by John E. Diggles (in charge of 
St. Mark's). The Rw. W. E. Kunkle, Leroy F. Baker and J. W. Diggles were 
present." 

"It was at this time that the new concrete pavement was being laid on 
King and 2nd St. side. The new cement pavement about 285' was laid around 
the church property at  a cost of $211.00. A number of gentlemen of North- 
umberland subscribed to the amount of $97.00. The balance was raised by the 
parishioners in various ways." (Parish Records Vol. 11.) 

According to the Diocesan clergy list of 1910, the Rev. John E. Diggles was 
living in Northumberland and had charge of Grace Church, Riverside, and St. 
John's Church, Catawissa, in addition to St. Mark's. The parish had 30 com- 
municants in 1910, a Sunday School of 17 and an income of $437.78. 

Continuing with the Parish Records on March 28, 1910: Monday, March 28, 
Easter Monday, the following gentlemen were elected vestrymen: Charles H. 
Grant, H. K. Renninger, David P. Butler, 0. W. Ent, John J. Howell and G. 
Leslie VanAlen." 

The Rev. J. E. Diggles left St. Mark's on December 4, 1910, and took charge 
of St. John's Church in South WilJiamsport. 

St. Mark's was without a Rector of its own again and according to Parish 
Records was again served by the general missionary from the Diocese, the 
Rev. L. F. Baker. The last recorded service he held was October 27, 1912. It 
would seem from a study of the Parish Senrice Register that the parish waa a t  
a rather low ebb. It  is recorded that on Easter Day, April 16, 1911, there were 
six persons present to make their Easter Communions. 

According to some records and letters which have recently come to light, it 
is possible to state that the church had been closed for a long period before 
1913. A letter from the Finance Committee of the church to the parishioners 
dated March, 1913, stated: 

"The repairs of St. Mark's Church are now under way. They consist in 
plastering the ceiling and walls, painting the windows and erecting a small 
belfry for the old packet bell. 

"To harmonize with the interior repairs, the Vestry is very anxious to make 
further improvements, including the varnishing of the pews and woodwork, lay- 
ing a new carpet and painting the floor. The Vestry now has in cash and 
promised contributions $150.00. I t  has been estimated that all the repairs con- 
templated will cost $350.00. It  is beliwed that this is the time to renovate the 
interior, so that when the church is again opened, it will be acceptable to the 
congregation and attractive to strangers. 

"It therefore becomes necessary for the members to subscribe Liberally, in 
order that the work may be finished, and the church opened for services. The 
Bishop is now arranging for a lay reader, to hold services in St. Mark's, under 
the direction of the Rev. Mr. Pugh, of Sunbury, until a permanent clergyman 
can be procured. 

"We regret that the church has been closed so long. We feel that, If each 
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church member would fill the envelopes due all winter, and then add as much 
as possible toward the repairs, we could soon make our church the attractive 
place it ought to be." 

From various bits of evidence, it can be said that Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Sum- 
ner were responsible for the obtaining of the Colonial Velvet carpet from W. H. 
Dunkelberger at  $1.12% per yard. 

Most of the repairs that the Committee were hoping for did materialize, 
but as we know the belfry which they had wanted to erect was not put up at  
that time. 

The Rev. John William Torkington was admitted as candidate for Holy 
Orders on June 4, 1913, and was ordained to the Deaconate on December 19, 
1913, in St. Matthew's Church, Sunbury. The Parish Records show however 
that he was placed in charge of St. Mark's Church, Northumberland, on July 1, 
1913, which would indicate that he had been placed here while still a candidate 
for Holy Orders. In addition to St. Mark's, he also had St. John's, Catawissa, 
and Christ Church, Milton. 

From the "Sunbury Daily" of Friday, December 17, 1913; "St. Matthew's 
Episcopal Church of this city had elaborate ecclesiastical ceremonies Friday 
morning in which fourteen reverend gentlemen of the Episcopal Church.of the 
Diocese participated. The visiting church dignitaries together with 1aymen.from 
out-of-town were the guests of Rev. W. C. Pugh, Rector of St. Matthew's, and 
his congregation The occasion was the raising of the Rev. Mr. Malcolm May- 
nard, of Williarnsport, from the deaconate to the priesthood and the ordering 
of Messrs. Stuart Kitchen, of Marietta, Stephen Rainey, of Kulpmont, and John 
William Torkington, of Northumberland, to the title of Deacon." 

In Rev. Torkington's first report to the Convention of 1914: "The wardens 
of the parish are Mr. Charles H. Grant and Mr. D. K. Butler; the Treasurer, 
Mr. Mortimer Butler; the Secretary, Mr. G. Leslie VanAlen. Communicants 
listed at 31; Sunday School, 1 teacher and 14  pupils. Total income of parish 
$479.98." 

The Rev. John William Torkington left St. Mark's in 1914 and took charge 
of St. Paul's, Wellsboro. 

The Rev. Percy Rigden Dix was received into the Diocese of Harrisburg 
from the Diocese of Albany and he took his first service in St. Mark's on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1915. He was also in charge of Christ Church, Milton, in which town 
he lived, and St. Basil's Church, Dewart. 

The Rector's report to the 12th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Harris- 
burg in 1916 shows: 37 communicants; Sunday School, 4 teachers, 15 pupils. 
Total income $448.73. The next year, however, he shows only 25 communicants. 
The vestry of St. Mark's in 1917 included: Mr. C. H. Grant, Senior Warden, Mr. 
D. P. Butler, Junior Warden; Mr. H. H. Purdy, Secretary; Mr. M. R. Butler, 
Treasurer; Mr. H. K. Renninger, Mr. John J. Howell, Mr. J. C. Baker, Mr. 
Walter H. Wilson. 

The Rev. Percy Dix left Northumberland and according to the Journal of 
1918 went to Big Run Gap, Virginia. He came back to the Diocese of Harris- 
burg in 1919 to take charge of St. James', Bedford, and.Christ Church, Everett. 
In 1920 he went to Quannah, Texas. The Rev. Leroy F. Baker was again in 
charge of St. Mark's in the early part of the year 1918, according to the Con- 
vention Journal of 1918. This probably was only a temporary arrangement, as 
the Parish Records show that the Rev. Charles Harris, Jr., took charge of the 
parish sometime in 1918. This is conlbmed by the Journal of 1919 which lists 
the Rev. Charles Harris, Jr., as in charge of Grace Church, Riverside, (where 
he resided), St. Mark's, Northumberland, and All Saint's, Selinsgrove. He must 

have taken charge of St. Mark's late in the year, as he failed to give any report 
of the work there to the Convention of 1919. 

Mrs. Cora Burg, a life-long member of St. Mark's, and mother of Doctor 
S. S. Burg, while her son was serving with the Medical Corps in Europe during 
the first World War, clipped from the newspaper a war poem by Bishop Dar- 
lington It is entitled "The Night Raid." The story is taken from an aerial 
raid on a large city at  night. 

The Zeppelins came through the midnight sky, 
Weep, weep, for the pity. 
They rained down death where they hung .bn high, 
You knew not whether to hide or fly, 
When walls were falling, what use to try? 
Best say your prayers and prepare to die. 
Farewell to your friends, to all "Good-by," 
Weep, weep, for the city. 

Wee children had said their evening prayer, 
Sob, sob, for the sorrow; 
Mothers had also knelt with them there 
And tucked them into their cribs with care, 
Caressingly kissing each forehead so fair. 
But when like thunder bombs burst in air 
In a moment all was changed to despair. 
Sob, sob, for the morrow. 

In hospital lay the ill and weak. 
God punish the plotters. 
Many so weak they could not speak, 
With aching forms and pallid cheek, 
Watched over by nurses meek; 
Who woke to die, mid shell flre shriek 
To gratify a monarch's pique. 
God judge the rotters. 

God bless the surgeons who stood to their post 
All lights forbid, even candles; 
They were present where'er they were needed most 
And would not flee though the flames might roast 
When invaders came from foreign coast; 
But laughed with contempt at their cruel boast. 
"The doctor heroes," I pledge you the toast. 
God punish the vandals. 

'Twas morning soon and the danger past. 
Thank God for the living. 
The harpies of blood had left our shore 
With murders many to their score. 
Our streets all splashed with children's gore; 
E'en pirates would such deed abhor, 
Make us forgiving. 

Neither the Journal of 1919 or 1920 carries any information in regard to 
St. Mark's, but the Parish Register shows that the Rev. Charles Harris was 
here at least until August 7, 1919, as on that day he united in Holy Matrimony 
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Edward Hiram Deutschle and Edna Hoover. On May 8, 1919, he had the burial 
of Mr. D. P. Butler, of Northumberland. Earlier in the year he buried J. J. 
Howell, and on June 18, 1919, he buried Mary Caroline Horton. These refer- 
ences are given because they constitute the only records of the work of the 
Rev. Charles Harris in this parish. 

There is a large gap in the parish records from 1919 to 1922. We know 
from the evidence of the Parish Register that the Rev. Edward Harris was here 
until 1920. 

There was no report given for St. Mark's at  the Convention of 1921, but 
the reports of the Convention of 1922 show the Rev. Floyd Appleton as the 
Rector of Danville and in charge of St. Mark's. The Rev. Floyd Appleton, Ph.D., 
was received into the Diocese on April 16,1914, from the Diocese of Long Island. 
Before coming to Danville he had been in charge of St. Paul's, Harrisburg, and 
St. Michael and All Angels, Middleton. In 1922 the Convention report of St. 
Mark's showed 53 church members, 31 confirmed persons. The total income 
for the preceding year $162.80. The Rev. Floyd Appleton served the parish* 
until 1925. He remained in Danville, but the Rev. Alexander Patman was 
placed in charge of Northumberland and Selinsgrove in 1925. The Rev. Alex- 
ander Patman came from the Diocese of Pennsylvania on December 2, 1924. 

The Daily Item of April 9, 1925: "One of the most impressive funera1 
tributes in Northumberland in recent years was that paid the memory of Major 
Stoddard S. Burg, late surgeon in chief of the U. S. Marine Hospital at Staple- 
ton, Staten Island, Sunday afternoon." The Rev. Alexander H. Patman was the 
Rector at  this time and it is recorded that he officiated at this funeral. Major 
Burg was the son of Dr. and Mrs. Horace W. Burg, of Northumberland, and a 
nephew of Dr. J. C. Simpson. 

According to a publication of Northurnberland, known as the "Buyers Guide 
and Community Annual" of 1925, under a title "Some Folks of Today Who 
Deserve Special Mention," "Dr. John Simpson, of Washington, D. C., because it 
was largely through his interest and generosity that St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
was transformed from a shabby old building into one of the prettiest, coziest 
little Churches to be found in this section of Pennsylvania." 

"Mrs. Mary Kapp Sheppard, of New York City, Atlantic City, Florida, and 
Northurnberland, because she also con,tributed generously toward the remodel- 
ing of St. Mark's Episcopal Church and largely helped to make it one of the 
outstanding improvements in the town within the last few years." 

On the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Mark's, 
the following item appeared in the newspaper: "Celebration of the 75th Anni- 
versary of the Consecration of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, together with the 
reopening of the remodeled and renovated edifice was the occasion of the joy- 
ous gathering in the church last night. Two eminent church dignitaries, Bishop 
Ethelberg Talbot, of Bethlehem, presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, and 
Bishop James Henry Darlington, of Harrisburg, spoke at  the service which was 
open to the public. Both Bishops attended a meeting of the Williamsport Arch- 
deaconery in St. Mark's Church during the afternoon. St. Mark's Church, 
which has been renovated and improved throughout since a fire which caused 
considerable damage early in the summer, attracted much admiration from the 
visitors. The exterior of the edifice has been stuccoed and a new roof has been 
placed on the building. Fifteen clergymen and two bishops were present at  the 
services during the day. The morning service opened with the Holy Com- 
munion, celebrated by Bishop Talbot assisted by Bishop Darlington. Follow- 
ing this service luncheon was served in the social hall of the Methodist Church. 
Bishop Darlington in opening his remarks touched on the early history of 
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Northurnberland and remarked upon its resemblance to the original town of the 
same name in England. He expressed the opinion that this had doubtless been 
a factor causing the original settlers to so name the town. He also spoke well 
of the hospitality offered the visiting clergy by the town and recalled how the 
local church, during the time the Methodists of the town lost their church 
through fire, offered them their church as a place of worship, and now a t  the 
reopening of the church, how the nice ladies of the Methodist Church were re- 
turning that favor by entertaining the clergy a t  this time a t  luncheon and dinner. 

The Daily Item of September, 1926, carried the death notice oi Miss Clara 
Mary Kapp, eldest daughter of Amos EImaker Kapp, one of the most prominent 
citizens of Pennsylvania in his day, and Margaret Withington, his wife. Migs 

Kapp was born in Northumberland in the old family home on Water Street. 
She was an active life long member of St. Mark's Episcopal Church. She took 
great interest in the growth and development of Northurnberland and materially 
contributed to the comfort of friends and neighbors. The late Amos E. Kapp, 
who operated one of the most extensive stage coach lines in the state, was one 
of Pennsylvania's most prominent citizens. Miss Clara Kapp is survived by 
four sisters, Miss Helen V. Kapp, Mrs. Frank L. Sheppard, Mrs. W. P. Leisen- 
ring and Miss Anne G. Kapp. Funeral services were held by the Rev. Alexan- 
der Patman, of St. Mark's, and the Rev. B. Talbot Rogers, Rector of Sunbury. 

The Rev. Alexander Patman remained in the parish until 1926. The Journal 
of Conventions lists no vicar in 1927. The Rev. Herbert Connop became vicar 
of St. Mark's in 1927, and also Vicar of All Saint's, Selinsgrove, residing in 
Selinsgrove. The Rev. Herbert Connop remained as Vicar until 1931. 

On August 4, 1928, a prominent member of St. Mark's parish died, Mrs. 
Frank L. Sheppard. The Daily Item of that date reported: "Mrs. Sheppard 
was the soul of generosity and liberality to all of her friends. She was a great 
benefactress of St. Mark's Church of Northumberland, which she had been con- 
nected from early youth. Her benefactions and charities were never exposed 
to the public eye, but were many. Her sudden calling away will leave a wide 
gap in church and social circles in Northumberland and falls with unusual 
severity upon her family. She is survived by three sisters, the Misses Helen V. 
and Anne G. Kapp, of Northumberland, and Mrs. W. P. Leisenring of the same 
place, also by a niece, Miss Margaret Trump, of Newark, N. J." 

Although the Rev. Herbert Connop was the Vicar at  this time, the news- 
paper reported that the Rev. A. G. Van Elden, of St. Matthew's, Sunburp, would 
have the service. 

Also in June of 1928, occurred the death of Dr. John Crayke Simpson, 
formerly of SeIinsgrove and Northumberland, for 40 years a physician in the 
District of Columbia and long prominent in civic afPairs here. The newspaper 
reported "The Vestry or other governing body of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 
of Northumberland, is bequeathed the sum of $1,000 to be used for the beneflt 
of the Church in any manner in which the Vestry see fit." 

In January, 1930, the following item was printed in the Daily Item: "With 
all the color of a Broadway panorama, the fashion review of styles from the 
days of 1800 to Fifth Avenue frocks of the fall of 1929, given by the Young 
people's Guild, of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, scored a sensational hit before 
an audience of nearly 500 people in the high school auditorium last evening. 
Thirteen girls and women, of the Episcopal Church, acted the role of models, 
Misses Anna Hill, Florence Hill, Blanche VanAlen, Virginia Troxell, Jane 
Samuels, Betty Colt, Lucille Johnson, Charlotte Howell, Rebecca Mosier, 
Margaret Meekins, Mrs. Ralph Jenkins, Mrs. R. L. Davis, all of town, and Miss 
Helen Kerstetter, of Sunbury. The Misses Charlotte Jane Eitten and Laura 
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AmeIia Burg, both of town, were dressed in white duck trousers with little red 
hats and served as pages. They did the announcing. For the past six weeks 
rehearsals have been held f o ~  the revue by the young people of the Guild under 
the supervision of a committee composed of Mrs. R. L. Davis, Mrs. G. Leslie 
VanAlen, Mrs. Ralph Jenkins, R. L. Mickey and Lewis Hancock." 

October 14, 1930, Bishop Darlington died in Kingston, N. Y. A Requiem 
was held at  11:OO A. M., November 18, 1930, in Harrisburg. The celebrant was 
the Rev. A. George Jenner, Rector of Christ Church, Danville. There was also 
a memorial service to the late Bishop Darlington a t  4:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Bishop Darlington was a graduate of New York University and a graduate 
of Princeton Theological Seminary. In  1884 he  received the Ph.D. Degree from 
.Princeton. He lectured from 1902 to 1903 in  New York University. On April 
26. 1905. he  was consecrated the first Bishop of Harrisburg. He received the 
LL.D. Degree from St. John's, Maryland, in 1905, and in 1907 the m.D. from 
Dickinson. In 1923 he received the D.C.T. Degree from the Halki Greek Semi- 
nary of Constantinople. The Bishop was also an Officer of the Legion of Honord 
(France), Grand Commander of the Order of the Redeemer (Greece), Order St. 
Sava (Serbia), Commander of the Order of Leopold I1 (Belgium), Commander 
of the Order of Queen Isabella la Catolica (Spain), Officer of the Crown (Italy). 

A Special Convention on November 18 and 19 was called for the election 
of a bishop. On November 19, 1930, as a result of the eleventh ballot, the Rt. 
Rev. W. Blair Roberts, Suffragan Bishop, of South Dakota, was elected as sec- 
ond bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

Bishop Roberts declined the election and the Convention of the following 
year elected the Rev. Hunter Wyatt Brown, then Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral 
in Buffalo. He was consecrated the second Bishop of Harrisburg on May 1, 
1931. He is a graduate of St. John's College and the University of the South. 
He received his Litt. D. from the University of Alabama and the LL.D. from 
Dickinson University. 

The Rev. George H. Toadvine, Jr., became Vicar of St. Mark's, Northum- 
berland, AlI Saint's, Selinsgrove, and Christ Church, Milton on January 1, 1932, 
.and remained until December 1, 1937, thus completing the longest single Rector- 
ship that the parish has had. I t  must be said, in all honesty, that the parish 
during this period showed the greatest,pragress in its history. The Rev. George 
Toadvine lived in the rectory a t  Selinsgrove. From the Sunbury Daily Item, 
December 27, 1932: "St. Mark's Episcopal Church service on Christmas morn- 
ing was marked by a very appropriate message from the Rector, Rev. George 
H. Toadvine, Jr., and one of the largest attendances at  the Eucharist for many 
years. He announced that a t  the service on New Year's morning, Sunday, Janu- 
ary 1, the Holy Eucharist would again be observed." 

From the Harrisburg Churchman of January, 1933: "St. Mark's, Northum- 
berland, the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Vicar: Recently the roof of the Church was 
thoroughly inspected and repaired. The wooden exterior of the Church was 
completely repaired and all received two coats of paint. The Ladies' Guild 
was recently reorganized and now has 16 members, previously having only 4. 
The Guild is holding a series of card parties in various homes and already has 
raised $30.00, and expects by January 1st to have liquidated the indebtedness. 
The property is in fine condition. In every respect the cooperation and spirit of 
the parishioners have been most fine." 

In a historical sketch written for the newspaper (The Williamsport Grit) 
on January 29, 1933, the Rev. George H. Toadvine, Jr., stated "St. Mark's, of 
Northumberland, was incorporated in 1860 upon the petition of Henry Haas, 
Joseph Priestley, John Hilbert, John W. Kapp, George Merrick, Amos Kapp, 
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J. D. Withington and C. F. Little . . . A fact not generally known in connection 
with the Northumberland Church is that the first Rector, the Rev. B. Wistar 
Morris, is buried in the Old Quaker Graveyard on Second Street. His remains 
were not among those removed from that burial place many years ago. The 
Northumberland parish owns a historic bell which was cast in 1835. The bell 
was originally located at the foot of Water Street to announce the arrival of 
the stage coaches and packet boats. I t  is the fond hope of the parish to have 
the bell again summon the members in  1935 when it will be exactly 100 years 
old." The records kept during the time the Rev. George H. Toadvine was Vicar 
of this Church are the best ever kept in  the parish. From these records we see 
the great activity of the Guild and the acolytes. There were five acolytes in 
1934, George Culp, John Renninger, James Renninger, Richard Gass, and 
Donald Young. From newspaper reports, they had a 5 e  camping trip on July 
9-14, 1934. An interesting item appeared in the Sunbury Daily on May 14, 
1935. I t  was entitled "Church Women Receive Merited Recognition" "Tues- 
day evening the Vestry of St. Mark's Episcopal Church honored three ladies of 
the parish by electing them honorary life members of the Vestry. The three 
deserving ladies are: Miss Helen V. Kapp, Miss Sara D. Young, and Miss Mollie 
Weaver. Miss Kapp is a member of St. Mark's Guild, a member of the Altar 
Guild and very much interested in young people, the choir and the Order of St. 
Vincent, Guild of Acolytes. Miss Young is president of the Altar Guild, Super- 
intendent of the Sunday School and Secretary-Treasurer of St. Mark's Guild. 
Miss Weaver is a member of the Altar Guild and for years has personally super- 
intended the care of the Communion Silver and Sacred Vessels. For years, 
both Miss Young and Miss Kapp were organists in the days when small reed 
organs were so popular. Since childhood these three faithful ladies have worked 
diligently for St. Mark's Church and the Vestry believed in meritorious recog- 
nition." 

During the time that the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Jr., was Rector of St. Mark's, 
he kept a very accurate record of gifts to the parish. The following was taken 
directly from this record: 

Sunday evening, February 21, 1932, at the Confirmation Service, the Rt. 
Rev. Wyatt Brown, D.D., Bishop of Harrisburg, dedicated the following me- 
morials: A window, "Ruth," presented by Miss Helen Kapp, as a memorial to 
her sister Clara; a brass lectern, presented by Miss Anne Kapp, as a memorial to 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sheppard, (a new eagle for lectern was placed and dedicated 
Sunday, June 23, 1935); a patriotic window, presented by Mrs. W. P. Leisenring, 
as a memorial to her son Frank. 

On June 5, 1932, the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Jr., blessed and dedicated a 
silver Holy Communion Wafer Box, presented by the congregation, as a me- 
morial to'all past members of St. Mark's; also dedicated a handsome glass Holy 
Communion Cruet, presented by Mrs. Cora S. Burg, in memorial of her son, 
Stoddard S. Burg. Also, dedicated a handsome glass Holy Communion Cruet, 
presented by Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Davis, in memorial of Mrs. Mary E. Hartiey. 

On June 12, 1932, the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Jr., blessed and dedicated .a 
complete set of Altar Linens, Burses and Veils, presented to the parish through 
the efforts of the Rector, by the Altar Guild of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
at  Philadelphia. 

On June 26, 1932, the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Jr., blessed and dedicated Altar 
Skrvice Book, presented by St. Mark's Guild, as a memorial to past and livjrg 
members of the Guild. Also dedicated a brass processional cross in memorial 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grant. Mr. Grant, a vestryman, had willed $150 to 
the Church, part of which was used to purchase the memorial cross. 
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On June 19, 1932, the Rev. G. H. Toadvine, Jr., dedicated and blessed a sil- 
ver lavabo bowl presented by Miss Anne Kapp, as a memorial to her late sister, 
Mrs. Frank Sheppard. 

St. Mark's Guild raised the money and paid the bill, approximately $35.00, 
for repairs to the roof, and two coats of paint to t b  exterior of the Church, 
done during the month of October, 1932. 

Mrs. W. P. Leisenring, who died April 11, 1933, and was buried from the 
Church, April 13, 1933, in her will left to St. Mark's Episcopal Church, two 
ladder-back chairs, and $2,000 in cash to be placed on interest, the income to be 
used for the purchase of flowers for the decoration of the Church on the Anni- 
versaries of the death of her husband and son. 

Fourteen decorative evergreen trees were planted on the lawn about St. 
Mark's Episcopal Church May 8, 1933, by members of the Vestry. The people 
of St. Mark's are grateful to Christopher and Benjamin Burns for their kind 
donation of the trees, which were obtained and planted by vestrymen, M. R. 
Butler, R. L. Davis and Ralph Jenkins. Considerable improvement is being . 
made to the property of the Church. Several men are spading the lot at the 
back of the Church in preparation for grass planting. 

The paving of street in front of Church and the curbing on King Street 
and on 2nd Street to Wheatlery Avenue, was done during May and June, 1933, 
and the cost was approximately $275.00 which was paid in iull June 11, 1935. 

Friday evening, June 23, 1933, the Rt. Rev. Wyatt Brown, dedicated the 
rood beam, which was designed, built and erected by Mortimer R. Butler, Junior 
Warden of the parish, and given by him in memory of his father, Daniel Perry 
Butler, a faithful cornmudcant of the parish and for many years >he Senior 
Warden. 

Friday evening, June 23, 1933, the Rt. Rev. Wyatt Brown, dedicated a com- 
plete set of Altar Linens, which were made by the Misses Charlotte and Mary 
Round, of Sunbury, and were given in memory of their father, Frederic Round, 
second Registrar of the Diocese of Harrisburg, and a faithful churchman, and in 
memory of their sister, Ethel Sutwycke Round, a devoted communicant. 

At the 9:30 A. M. Eucharist, Sunday, December 3, 1933, the Rev. George H. 
Toadvine, Jr., blessed and dedicated the Altar Candelabra, given in loving mem- 
ory of George Henry and Harriet Pamuline Toadvine, by their sons, Stephen 
Purnell Toadvine, 11, and George Henry Toadvine, Jr. 

By the will of the late Cora S. Burg, the sum of $100.00 was bequeathed 
to the parish. 

By the will of the late William M. Rcmdnger, 45 shares of Penn Road Rail- 
road stock, as a trust fund in memory of his parents. 

At the 9:30 k M. Eucharist, Christmas Day, 1933, the Rev. George H. Toad- 
vine, Jr., blessed and dedicated Alms Bason, Credence Table with linens, pre- 
sented by -Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jenkins in loving memory of the late Sharpless 
M. Dietz, father of Mrs. JenkLns. 

At the 9:30 A. M. Eucharist, Christmas Day, 1933, the Rev. George H. Toad- 
vine, Jr., blessed and dedicated Altar Missal Stand, presented by the R e d n g e r  
family in loving memory of the late William M. Renninger. 

At the 9:80 A. M. Eucharist, Easter (April I ) ,  1934, choir and acolytes wore 
their new vestments. Funds donated by parishioners who made the vestments. 

FHday evening, April 27, 1934, the Rt. Rev. Wyatt Brown, dedicated the 
pulpit in memory of Anne Gettings Kapp and presented by her sister Helen 
Virginia Kapp. Choir of All Saint's Church. Selfnsgrove, combined with local 
choir and 4 clergymen assisted at  Choral Evensong. 

At the 9:30 A. M. service, Sunday, March 31, 1935, blessed set of Violet 
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Veils, given by St. Mark's Guild, and a set of Black Veils, presented by Edtss 
Helen V. Kapp. Also, black book markers, given by Mrs. William Boyer. Rev. 
G. H. Toadvine, Jr., officiant. 

August, 1935, new heating plant at cost of $140.00. Repairs and redecora- 
tion of interior of Church and painting at cost of $180.00. Miss Helen V. Kapp 
paid for the concreting of the cellar floor. 

The Festival of St. Luke the Evangelist, Friday, October 18, 1935, at  790 
P. M., the Rt. Rev. Wyatt Brown, dedicated the Kapp Memorial organ, presented 
by Miss Helen Virginia Kapp (her own memorial). In appreciation, the Vestry 
placed the memorial tablet on the console of the organ. According to the news- 
paper, "a crowd of well over 300 persons were present at  St. Mark's Church for 
the dedication of the handsome organ which was presented by Miss Helen V. 
Kapp, of King Street, as a memorial The organ was designed and built es- 
pecially for St. Mark's Church by M. P. Moller, Inc., Hagerstown, Md. It  has 
two manuals with pedal organ; a set of chimes of 21 tubes, 26 stops and 555 
pipes. Emphasis was places on tonal quaiity and churchliness, and the organ 
is capable of carrying a full  choral Episcopal Church service. Experts atate 
that the tone is very tine. The case which is situated in the south corner of 
the transept is of beautiful mahogany finish; the pipes are placed in the north- 
west corner. Several out-of-town people were present, among who were:.&v. 
Willlam Evans Kunkle, of Jersey Shore, who was Rector of St. Mark's in 1900; 
Rev. Herbert Comop, of Williamsport, a former Rector; Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood 
Vance, of Scranton; Mr. and Mrs. Tim VanAlen, of Harrisburg; Misses L a d e ,  
of Lewisburg. There were several other people from Milton, Lewisburg, Wil- 
liamsport, Jersey Shore, Bloomsburg, Watsontown, Scranton, Selinsgrow, Sun- 
bury, and Danville. The Church was filled to capacity and many were forced 
to stand outside to witness the dedication. 

October 16, 1936, the paving of Second Street, by the Borough of North- 
umberland, was completed. Cost was $250.00, which was paid Christmas, 1936, 
by Miss Helen V. Kapp. 

At the Christmas Eucharist, 1936, dedicated the Chancel Prayer .Book, in 
memory of Rachel Willets Hawley and Horace Augustus Hall. Presented by 
Mrs. Edith Bigony and Mrs. H. A. Hall. Also dedicated the Chancel hymnal in 
memory of Cora Simpson Burg, presented by the VanAlen family. Volume, 
"Prayers, New and Old," presented by the Sunday School, Sunday, October 
17, 1937. 

The Journals of 1935-6-7 show the average total income of St. Mark's to be 
about $650.00. There was no conknation class presented in S t :  Mark's from 
February 21, 1937 to February 15, 1939. 

The Rev. Kline d ' h  Engle in 1938 left Trinity Church, ~ h d o k i ~ ,  to'be- 
come Vicar of Northumberland, Selinsgrove and Milton with residence in the 
rectory at Selinsgrove. He remained in the parish until 1940 when he resigned. 

St. Mark's was in 1941 without a Vicar, but was served by the Rev. W a n e  
M. Wagenseller, Rector of St. Matthew's Church, Sunbury, as evidenced by the 
baptism of June Lucille Marie Russo, daughter of Woodrow Russo and Alice 
(Johnson) Russo, on December 14, 1941. The only other recorded baptism dur- 
ing his Vicarship was Susan m o t  Davis, daughter of Robert D. Davis and Ethel 
(fiontt) Davis, on September 13, 1942. . . . . 

The Rev. Wayne Wagenseller continued to hold services in St. Mark's until 
1943 when he went to Harrisburg to become a Rector of St. Paul's Church. 

In 1944 the Archdeacon, the Ven. Squire B. Schofield, Rector of Christ 
Church, Danville, was listed in the Journal as being in charge of S t  Mark's. 
H ~ S  son, the Rev. Regina1 Schofleld, later took charge of St. Mark's, Northtun- 
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berland, Christ Church, Milton, and St. James' Church, Exchange, in 1944, re- 
siding in Milton He resigned the parish October of 1945. 

The Rev. William H. Weitzel became Vicar of St. Mark's, Northumberland, 
and All Saint's Church, Selinsgrove, on November 1, 1945, residing in North- 
umberland. 

During the last year the Church has been remodeled both interiorly and 
exteriorly. The old stucco was removed from the exterior of the building and 
both insulation and green stained cedar shingles have been applied. 

When the stucco was removed it was found necessary to repair much of 
the supporting timbers which had rotted away. A new enlarged vestibule and 
bell tower have been added, and our bell, at last put in a proper place. The 
bell had been for 35 years gathering dust in a corner of the Church. The bell 
tower was given as a memorial to her father by Miss Helen V. Kapp. New 
stone steps have been placed at the entrance. 

In the interior, the doors have been sanded and refinished, the pews re- 
moved, repaired, repainted and replaced. Beams and arches have been added as 
well as new church lanterns. The carpet has been cleaned and replaced. The"' 
walls of the entire interior have been given several coats of paint. 

In the sanctuary the beautiful stained glass window has been raised from 
behind the altar, and Riddel posts and curtains put around the altar. Due to 
the generosity of St. Mark's Guild, we were provided with a white and a purple 
set of riddel curtains, frontals and superfrontals for the altar. Mrs. J. Kennedy. 
provided a most beautiful complete red set of altar hangings and also hangings 
for the pulpit and litany desk. Mrs. John Colt provided the green riddel cur- 
tains, and Mrs. John Klingman, the green frontal and superfrontal. 

Without the most excellent cooperation of all, the members of the Vestry, 
and the parish, this work could not have gone forward. 

To Mr. M. R. Butler belongs a great deal of the credit for the smooth prog- 
ress of the remodeling; he spent many hours with the contractor, Mr. Fred 
Troxell, in order that everything would be as planned. He did all of the electrical 
work in putting in the new lanterns and vestibule lights. Mr. Butler also made 
and installed the beautiful Little leaded glass windows in the front doors which 
he designed. He also put in the new arched doorway into the church office 
and designed the decorative arch to copespond with the large one over the en- 
trance to the sanctuary, which he put in many years ago as a memorial to his 
father. Mr. Butler has also installed the new heating system in the church. 

To Mr. Homer Smith we are indebted for a most beautiful Credence table 
which he deaigned himself and cut from solid walnut. I t  Li a most worthy addi- 
tion to our sanctuary. Mr. Smith also made a very flne table for the Church 
School pupils to work o n  

Miss Helen V. Kapp presented us with a lovely picture of the "Madonna of 
the Chair," which is placed in the Bapthtry. 

These are not all of the many and great contributions oi both time and 
money, but in thanking them, may the parish thank all who have made these 
things possible. It is not only these larger things which are important but the 
constant faithfulness in the many more i3mal.l things. None of these thfngs would 
have been possible without the love and devotion of the faithful churchmen of 
St. Mark's Parish. 

Articles of Incorporation 

Petition for the Incorporation of the St. Mark's Church, Northumberland. 
Entered January 23, 1861. 

To the Honorable Alex Jordan and his associate Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Northumberland County. The petition of the undersigned cit- 
izens of this Commonwealth respectfully represents that with other citizens they 
have associated for the purpose of worshipping Almighty God according to the 
faith and discipline of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, and have for that purpose formed a Congregation at the Borough of 
Northumberland, Northumberland County, and are now desirous to be incorpo- 
rated according to the provisions of the Act of the General Assembly of Penn- 
sylvania, entitled "An act to confer on certain associations of the citizens of this 
Commonwealth the powers and immunities of Corporatione or bodies politic in 
law," and the supplements thereto: That the objects, articles and condition of 
their said association, agreeable to which they desire to be incorporated viz.:- 
First the name of the Corporation to be the Rector, Church Wardens, and 
Vestryman of Saint Mark's Church, Northumberalnd. Second, that the said 
Church shall be a member of and belong to the Protestant Episcopal Church 
and as such acceed to recognize and adopt the constitution, canons, doctrine, 
and as such acceed to, recognize and adopt the constitution, canons, doctrine, 
discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U. S. and ac- 
knowledge their authority accordingly. Third, that they shall have power to 
adopt rules and regulations for the good government of said Church as may be 
approved of by a majority of the members of said Church or persons entitled 
to vote, and as are consistent with the Constitution of the United States and the 
State of Pennsylvania: To do all things necessary and proper for the Peace, 
harmony and spiritual advantage of the members: To be able and capable in 
law by the name, style, and title aforesaid to sue and be sued in any court or 
county before any Judges or Justices in all manner of suits, matters, and de- 
mands, whatsoever. And all other matters or things therein to do in, as full and 
effectual a manner as any other persons or body politic and corporate within 
this Commonwealth may do and also to take, receive and hold all and all man- 
ner of lands, tenements, rents, annuities, franchises and hereditaments and any 
money, goods, and chattles, given and bequeathed to them respectively to be em- 
ployed and disposed of according to the laws of said corporation or of the will 
of the donors: and also to be able to sell or dispose of for the use of the con- 
gregation any real or personal property held by them, and to erect any build- 
ings for the purpose of worship, and to alter the same as may be directed by a 
majority of the congregation convened for that purpose: Provided neverthe- 
less that a clear-yearly income of said property shall not exceed the sum of flve 
thousand dollars, provided also, that all the property which the said corpora- 
tion may now have any interest in or shall hereafter in any way acquire by 
bequest, devise, conveyance or otherwise shall not be otherwise taken and held 
or inure than subject to the central and disposition of the lay members of such 
church congregation or religious society or such constituted officers or represen- 
tatives thereof as shall be composed of a majority of lay members, citizens of 
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Pennsylvania having controlling power according to rules, regulations, usages, 
or corporate requirements thereof, so far as is consistent herewith, and the laws 
of this Commonwealth. The Petition therefore pray your honor that the persons 
so associated as aforesaid may according to the articles and conditions above 
set forth become a corporated or body politic in law, and as in duty bound they 
will pray ye. Henry Haas, Joseph Priestley, John Hilbert, John F. Kapp, 
George Merrick, A. C. Kapp, M. J. D. Withington, C. J. Little. 

April 13, 1860, the within Petition exhibited and presented to the Court of 
Common Pleas of Northurnberland County . . . etc. 

And now to wit: August 17th A. D. 1860 the court do decree and declare 
that no persons, associated as within petitioner according to the articles and 
conditions in the within instrument set forth and contained, become and be a 
corporation or body politic, and further direct that said charter of incorporation 
shall be recorded in the office for the Recording of Deeds in and for the County 
of Northumberland . . . etc. 

Statistics of the Parish 

In the 100 years history of St. Marks, there have been 183 baptisms. The 
first recorded baptism is June 18. 1848, William Calder Kapp, baptized by the 
Rev. B. W. Morris. There have been 138 confirmations. The &st on April 8, 
1849, Mrs. Jane Grayham, confbmed by Bishop Alonzo Potter, presented by the 
Rev. B. W. Morris. There have been 30 marriages. The flrst on October 3, 
1850, Anthony C. Simpson and Amelia Horton, was solemnized by the Rev. B. 
W. Morris. There have been 104 burials. The first was on January 13, 1850, 
Michael Kapp, buried by the Rev. B. W. Morris. 

Court Records 

The Deed of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Northumberland, Pa., is recorded 
in Deed Book A, Northurnberland County. 

The Deed yas  entered on record Augpt  29, 1772. It  was transcribed for 
Act of Assembly, March, 1815. 

.John L. Finey, Recorder. 
Sealed August 27, 1772 in the presence of Cas. Weitzel and William Maclay. 

Quotation from the Original Land Grant: "For the use of erecting Churches 
a i d  places of worship and for no other use and purpose whatever, except bury- 
ing grounds free from ground rents and other encumbrances forever." 

The Charter for St. Mark's Episcopal Church is recorded in D Book, R R, 
page 165, in the Sunbury Court House. 

The original signers of the Charter were: Henry Haas, Joseph Priestley, 
John Hilbert, John F. Kapp, George Merrick, A. C. Kapp, M. J. D. Withington, 
and C. F. Little. 

Interior Before Remodeling 

The date of Incorporation is: August 17, 1860. 
A. Jordan was the Presiding Judge. 
November 7, 1860. Daniel Beckley, Prothonotary. 
Recorded: January 23, 1861. H. Price, Deputy Recorder. - .- 



Interior During the Remodeling 

xcar V' 
The Reverend William H. Weitzel, 0. M. C., A. B., B. D. 

The Vestry 

Mr. Robert L. Davis, Senior Warden 

Mr. Samuel Houghland, Junior Warden 
Mr. G. Lewis Hancock, Secretary 

Mr. Mortimer R. Butler, Treasurer 

Mr. Homer E. Smith, Lay Reader 

Mr. George Haupt 
Mr. Robert D. Davis 

S t  Mark's Guild 
Mrs. R. L. Davis, President 

Mrs. Nelson Specht, Secretary-Treasurer 

Altar Guild 
Mrs. Mortimer R. Butler, President 

Miss Eleanore Butler 

Church School 

Mr. Homer E. Smith, Superintendent 
Mrs. Homer E. Smith, Teacher 

Organist 

Miss Mary G. L. Round 

Acolyte 

Robert Klingrnan 

Preeent Number of Confirmed Persons 57 

Present Number of Baptized Persons 74 
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