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TAIZÉ MEDITATION is an elegantly simple service that offers the 

opportunity for quiet, personal meditation in the context of song and 
word.  It is a time for reflection, for centering and for prayer.  As the 
twilight yields to night, the church is lit only by candles. 
 
Taizé Meditation originated at the ecumenical monastery in Taizé, 
France.  Its format has been adapted in diverse ways for use by Christian 
denominations and non-Christian communities.  As conducted at the 
Church of the Advent, we concentrate on the language and metaphor of 
Christianity as well as the broadly spiritual.  
 
Please take a service leaflet to acquaint yourself with the format of the 
service and to see the words of the various songs.  Under this cover page 
are the Call, Intercessions, Psalm, Reading, Lord’s Prayer and 
Concluding Prayer for this evening’s service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
   Mr. Tim Wahl, Pianist & Cantor 
     
         
   The Rev. Dr. Tim Mitchell, Rector, Officiant 

                 

 

     May 12, 2011 

    

    7:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

            901 Baxter Ave (at Cherokee Rd.) 
Louisville, KY  40204 
Phone:  502.451.6066 

       E-mail: adventlouky@aol.com 
     Web:  advent.episcopalky.org 

 

 

        SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 
Sundays:      Eucharists at 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
Thursdays:  Taizé at 7:00 PM 

 

 

    



TAIZE SERVICE   May 12, 2011 
Page 2 of 8 

 
THE  CALL:   

 
The world is 
not with us enough. 
O taste and see 
 
the subway Bible poster said, 
meaning THE LORD, meaning 
if anything all that lives 
to the imagination’s tongue, 
 
grief, mercy, language, 
tangerine, weather, to  
breathe them, bite, 
savor, chew, swallow, transform 
 
into our flesh our 
deaths, crossing the street, plum, quince, 
living in the orchard and being 
 
hungry, and plucking  
the fruit. 
 

Denise Levertov, O Taste and See, Risking Everything, (New York:  Harmony Books), 
2003, p 92. 

 

 You are invited to join in the singing of the chants. 
 
 

 
BE STILL AND KNOW 

 
Be still and know that I am God. 
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COME AND FILL 

 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O God, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  Alleluia! 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
God of all, to whom we belong—let the rivers and hills hear our voices.  Help us to 
bless others as you have blessed us, as we pray:  

 
 

KYRIE ELEISON 
 

Kyrie, kyrie eleison.      (Lord, have mercy) 
 

 
 

We marvel at humanity’s variety, the array of cultures, ethnicities, and beliefs.  Bless 
President Obama and all leaders, and guide us that we may work together to be true 
peacemakers.  Let us pray. 
 
For the community of nations and diverse cultures throughout the world, that the 
leaders and peoples of every nation may walk with integrity, seeking the Way of peace; 
let us pray. 
 
For all of God’s good creation, giving thanks for the labor of human hands in 
factories and fields; for the creativity of artists, musicians and poets; for the insights 
and discoveries of scientists and inventors; and for those who work in the office 
buildings and schools and churches of Louisville, let us pray. 
 
For those who lack adequate clothing, shelter, food, and medicine.  Lead us to help 
the suffering, the poor, and the hungry.  Let us pray.  
 
For all whose journeys have taken them into desolate valleys of unemployment, 
illness, or spiritual despair, that we may all learn to bear suffering and joy inside 
ourselves, as well as in the life of the world, let us pray. 
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PSALM     

 

A reading from the 24th Psalm – a psalm of David: 
 
God owns this planet 
and all its riches. 
The earth and every creature  
belong to God. 
 
God set the land on top of the seas 
and anchored it in the deep. 
 
Who is fit to climb God’s mountain 
and stand in his holy place? 
 
Whoever has integrity: 
not chasing shadows, 
not living lies. 
 
God will bless them, 
their savior will bring justice. 
These people long to see the Lord, 
they seek the face of Jacob’s God. 
 
Stretch toward heaven, you gates, 
open high and wide. 
Let the glorious sovereign enter. 
 
Who is this splendid ruler? 
The Lord of power and might, 
the conqueror of chaos. 
 
Stretch toward heaven, you gates, 
open high and wide. 
Let the glorious sovereign enter. 
 
Who is this splendid ruler? 
The Lord of heaven’s might, 
this splendid ruler is God. 
 
           Translation from The Liturgical Psalter, Chicago:  Liturgy Training Publications, 1995. 

 
 



TAIZE SERVICE   May 12, 2011 
Page 5 of 8 

 
 
 

 
JUBILATE, SERVITE 

 
Jubilate Deo omnis terra. 
Servite Domino in laetitia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, in laetitia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, in laetitia. 
(Rejoice in God, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.) 

                       
 
 
 

READING    
   A reading from Alan Jones’ book, The Soul’s Journey: 

 

―The vision of God‖ is an odd expression.  I’ve used it for years without 
having much of a clue to its real meaning.  We can get some idea of what the 
expression signifies by thinking about our lives in stark terms of mortality and 
meaningless.  Some go their deaths in denial – wondering what happened.  
They have no sense that life is a series of passages, all related to one another in 
the form of a story.  Life seems more of a futile catastrophe than a movement 
through a narrative.  The once powerful are rendered powerless, and those of 
us left alive realize that it is better to be ―a live dog than a dead lion.‖   
 
Others catch a glimpse of the bigger picture.  Looking back over their lives, 
they are able to say to themselves, ―Ah!  That’s where I’ve been.  That’s who I 
am!‖  Their lives are given a focus and goal because they were able to see 
within the lines of a story with three basic motifs:  being lost (separation), 
turning around (initiation) and finding home (return).  They have a vision that 
they are part of a larger story – a more generous and expansive reality – than 
that of their own limited experience.  Recovering the vision of God is a matter 
not only of recovering the narrative framework of our lives, but of backing off 
and allowing others to have their story.  These passages are not merely mine or 
yours; they are ours.  ―Heaven‖ is making room for others and celebrating their 
significance.  There is no humanity without story, no narrative without 
God…The whole purpose of the journey is the reordering of the imagination 
in the direction of an all-inclusive story. 
 
         Alan Jones,“The Soul’s Journey,” (San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1995), p. 142. 
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Ten minutes of  

SILENT MEDITATION 
 
 

 

 
VENERATION OF THE CROSS 

Please feel free to come forward to the cross on the sanctuary floor. 
 

UBI CARITAS 
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. 

(Where love and charity are, there God is.) 
 

LORD’S  PRAYER         (From A New Zealand Prayer Book) 

 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
Sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There is an offering plate as you enter and leave the church; please be 

generous as you are able. 
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CLOSING BLESSING 
 
Somewhere, out at the edges, the night 
Is turning and the waves of darkness 
Begin to brighten the shore of dawn 
 
The heavy dark falls back to earth 
And the freed air goes wild with light, 
The heart fills with fresh, bright breath 
And thoughts stir to give birth to color. 
We live today… 
In the name of Silence 
Womb of the Word, 
In the name of Stillness 
Home of belonging,  
In the name of the Solitude 
Of the Soul and the Earth. 
 
We live today… 
Blessed by all things, 
Wings of breath, 
Delight of eyes, 
Wonder of whisper, 
Intimacy of touch, 
Eternity of soul, 
Embrace of God. 
 
May we go into this night… 
Compassionate of heart, 
Gracious in awareness, 
Generous in love. 

Adaptation from To Bless the Space Between Us:  A Book of Blessings (New York:  
Doubleday, 2008), p 7-8. 

    

SEEK YE FIRST 
(Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and its righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you.  Alleluia!) 
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  A D V E N T  
  EPISCOPAL CHURCH ~ LOUISVILLE  

 

 
 
 

 

             

A  V I L L A G E  C H U R C H   

I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  I T  A L L  - -
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

  
The Church of the Advent 

Welcome to the parish community of the Church of the 
Advent, where we are drawn together by an open & 
inclusive faith, rooted in the Episcopal Church; where we 
seek a meaningful, transforming connection with God & 
others; and where we understand our diversity as a particular 
gift of God in the life of our community.   

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here. 

 

 

  

  

 


