MDG Closing Liturgy Outline
September 15, 2007

Gathering music 

(R.C. to plan, load up on Power Point, and lead)
Opening Acclamation (please stand as you are able)
Presider
Loving God, open our minds 
People
that we may imagine your world renewed.
Presider
Open our hearts 

People
that we may be your compassionate presence in the world.

Presider
Open our hands
People
that we may work for justice.

Presider
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

People
Glory to God for ever and ever.

OR
Presider
It is well with those who deal generously,
People
who conduct their affairs with justice.
Presider
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

People
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Collect 
Presider 

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.




You raise up laborers for your harvest, Holy God, sending them out as 



sowers of your Good News to be workers of healing, enactors of 




justice, and caretakers of new life: Bless us and equip us for service, 



enliven us with your joy, and help us remember and trust that it is you 


who will bring in the harvest; through Jesus Christ, the Savior of souls.  
People

Amen.
Reading from Isaiah 65: 17-25 (seated)
For I am about to create a new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or brought to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They will build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat.

For like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity, for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well.  Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.  

Sung response (seated)

The kingdom of God is justice and peace (Taize)


During Taize response, paschal candle will begin to move from the chancel are toward the exit.

Reading/visual from contemporary media: R.C. to plan

Sung response: The kingdom of God is justice and peace (Taize) 


During Taize response, paschal candle will begin to move from the chancel are toward the exit.

A Reading from Matthew 25:34-40
Then the king will say to those at his right hand,” Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “ Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food; or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And the king shall answer them, “Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”          

Sung response: The kingdom of God is justice and peace (Taize)


During Taize response, paschal candle will begin to move from the chancel are toward the exit.

Homily   The Rev. Mike Kinman

Anointing Litany and Blessing of Oil
(Bishop will be invited to speak here, to make whatever comments, and to introduce the anointing, and invite the people to stand as they are able)

People
Loving God, we hear your call as you invite us again to share in your 
ministry.  Our zeal in the past has not set the world on fire and our 
attachment to convenience shields us from the urgency of needs in 
our 
global community.  And yet you call us to the work of 
reconciliation and justice, of equity and renewal. 

Leade
r
There are many gifts.

People
But it is the same Spirit who gives them.

Leader
There are different ways of serving God.

People
But it is the same God whom we serve.

Leader
God works through each person in a different way.

People
But it is God’s purpose that we serve as a community when we share 
our gifts in ministry.

Leader
Each person is given special gifts by the Spirit.
People
To use for the common good.

Leader
Together we are the Body of Christ.

People
Each person is an essential member of the Body.

Leader
Together we share in ministry of compassion, of justice, of peace, and in so 
doing participate in God’s creative and redemptive work in the world.  So 
that in the end, all people and all creation are brought together in serving 
God’s purpose.

People
Just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve, and to live his life 
to set others free.

Leader
Spirit of power, time and again throughout history you have anointed your 
servants and sent them on mission: to speak your word to the poor, to heal 
the sick, to free the captives – always renewing the face of the earth in such 
a variety of ways that creation itself sings to your glory and the human 
family reflects your beauty in a thousand different ways! 
Bishop
And so we ask you to come, Spirit of the Living One.  Bless this oil of 
anointing.  Make it an oil of gladness and healing.  We pray that by this 
anointing, our hands and hearts might be strengthened for the work that lies 
ahead, that we might be compassionate toward human suffering, tender and 
determined in our care for our brothers and sisters in Christ, genuine in our 
friendship with humanity, and faithful to the commitments we make.

People
Amen! Come Holy Spirit.
After the bishop blesses the oil, music begins, designated people come forward during singing, take small dishes with oil saturated cotton balls back into the assembly and begin process of anointing one another’s hands. Children stay and anoint the bishop and others around the altar, then move into assembly.
After hands have been anointed, a concluding prayer is said.

Bishop
Let us pray.

People
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for speaking to us in ways 


that surprise and challenge us.  You uncover difficult truths, create 


our thirst for justice, and support us in work we fear to undertake 


alone.  



We give thanks for your invitations to grow and engage the fullness 


of life, and for the comfort you extend in our struggle to be faithful.  



We ask you to be with us as we return to our communities renewed 


and restored to serve.  We ask you to give us 



faith and the confidence to bear, 



hope and the openness to be continually expectant, and 



love, the only true beginning.  Amen. 
Blessing 
Reader
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart.  Amen.
Reader
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. Amen.
Reader
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into joy.  Amen.
Reader
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.  Amen.
Bishop
And the blessing of God Almighty: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.
Dismissal
Deacon
Let us go forth into the world and be the church. 
People
Thanks be to God!
Closing Song (RC to choose and lead)

During song, paschal candle will move to the exit.

At the conclusion of the service, each person is given a small bottle with blessed oil to use to commission others in their ministry to eradicate global poverty. 
***************
The goal of this liturgy is to remember that we are called to be reconcilers, agents of change and hope, and advocates for justice in the global village in the name of Jesus Christ.  In this liturgy we remember and claim this call, bless one another in our ministry, and send ourselves out into the world renewed and reinvigorated to respond undeterred and with joy to engage the work put before us. 

***********

Assignments:

Music, Powerpoint and contemporary reading: R.C.

Gathering all supplies for anointing: Michele

Scripture readings: Georgia

Anointing litany etc: Devon

Assembling anointing paraphernalia: R.C. with help from MDG team

Presider: Jim Jelinek

Preacher: Mike Kinman

Gather folks from assembly to begin anointing: ???

Mover of paschal candle: ???

