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By Grae Dickson
The 2011 Bishop’s Barbeque is

upon us and the staff at Gray Center
would like to invite everyone to
enjoy a day of fun and fellowship
with us, May 27 - 29, 2011. This
year’s barbeque promises to be fun
for all with great activities for the
entire family.

Barbeque attendees have come
to expect a few things ... A Silent
Auction, Live Music, Kids Activities,
Lots of Familiar Faces, and Great
Food! The traditional favorites are
still here but some newer traditions
have begun and some have been salvaged from barbeques past. 

Gray Center will be hosting our 2nd Annual Hog Jog 5K Trail
Run again this year. We are hoping for returning participants and
some new ones to this year’s race. The course, created by Lloyd
Gray, will be the same this year and we want everyone to come par-
ticipate in this 5K benefiting the Camp Bratton-Green Scholarship
Fund.

Once again the Conference Center Lake will be filled with a
cardboard fleet from all over the Diocese. For the second strait year
we will be hosting our Cardboard Boat Regatta on Gray Center’s

treacherous waters. Girault Jones
and All Saints, Grenada will be here
to defend their title and try to once
again paddle themselves to glory.

New to the Barbeque is our
first annual Fishing Tournament.
For a small entry fee members of
the Diocese can come prove if they
hold the title of “Diocese of
Mississippi’s Best Angler”. We will
make sure you have the trophy to
back up your claim. There will be a
youth and adult division and prizes
for all.

With all of these great activities
happening at the 2011 Bishop’s Barbeque it would be a shame if
someone were to miss it! Registration is even easier this year since
we added ONLINE registration for all activities. We hope everyone
heads to Canton on Memorial Day weekend to spend some time
with us and help support Gray Center. 

If you would like more information visit 
http://bbbq.dioms.org or contact us at 601-859-1556. 
We look forward to seeing everyone at the Barbeque!! 
Grae Dickson is the 2011 Bishop’s BBQ Chairperson.

By Scott Lenoir
Two days before the tornado hit Smithville, the Rev. Judy

Morris, Associate Rector at St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake, Brandon, visited
the home of her nephew, Wade Morris and his wife, Jennifer.
Morris went to see and hold the family’s third child for the first
time, as well as to check on Wade’s recovery from extensive burns
he received while saving his sister’s home from a grease fire two

months ago.  
“I visited him [Wade]

last Monday [April 23]; sat
in his house in Smithville,
and held that baby for the
first time. Now that house is
gone, as well as the high
school from which I graduat-
ed. It is all gone, “said
Morris. 

Judy Morris moved to
Smithville when she was six-
teen and calls the communi-
ty her home. All of her family
still live there and experienced the fear-
some power of the EF 5 tornado, the
strongest one to hit Mississippi since 1966,
which destroyed the town of 800 people. 

When the sirens sounded nine peo-
ple at Wade Morris's home, including his
sister, Michele, who was cleaning and
changing bandages on Wade's extensive
burns, all took refuge in a neighbor's

storm shelter.  The shelter saved their lives. The Morris's home was completely
destroyed as well as the home of his mother and grandmother.

MEMA reports that as of April 30th, a federal disaster declaration was grant-
ed for Clark, Green, Hinds, Jasper, Kemper Lafayette and Monroe Counties.

Residents affected by the
storms are urged to register
with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Assessments are still
underway in other counties
that may be added to the list. 

Help from parishes
Two Episcopal congre-

gations were among the first
to respond to the needs of
the people in Monroe
County.  All Saints’s, Tupelo
and St. John’s, Laurel have
both made trips to
Smithville.

The Rev. Dr. Paul
Stephen’s, rector of All
Saints’, Tupelo made contact
with Smithville church mem-

bers who were setting up a relief center in the parking lot of the local Church of
Christ.  

“When I got there many people had been up 36 hours providing care of all
kinds.  We at All Saints’ plugged in as best we could to the existing structure.
The town was still closed as search and rescue units were completing their
work,” said Stephens.

The only disaster relief trailer in the Diocese is owned by St. Peter’s-by-the-
Sea, Gulfport.  The vestry authorized Junior Warden Bob Wolford to turn the
trailer over to All Saints’, Tupelo for use.   

From the early days of Katrina relief, Stephens suggested the gift cards from
WalMart be used to help people in need.

All Saints’, Grenada won the Cardboard Boat Regatta at last
year’s Bishop’s Barbecue.  The event will take place again May
28 at The Gray Center.
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Bishop Gray establishes
disaster fund for
Mississippians

By Scott Lenoir
By the time this issue of the MSE arrives, the Mississippi

River will have already driven many residents from their homes
adding to the devastation already suffered by those in tornado
ravaged areas. 

As a way of targeting local needs, Bishop Duncan M. Gray,
III has established a Mississippi Disaster Relief Fund.  People
wishing to donate may make their checks payable to the Diocese
of Mississippi with a memo “Mississippi Disaster Relief Fund.”
All funds should be sent to the diocese at P.O. Box 23107,
Jackson, MS 39225. 

“We also want to keep our diocese informed on ways to
respond to those in need from the storms and flooding and will
be updating the diocesan website with information on a regular
basis,” said Bishop Duncan Gray, III.

Information regarding the locations of shelters and contacts
for volunteers to call on how best to serve those in need will be
posted at www.dioms.org.

“We are deeply grieved by the loss suffered by so many and
we will continue to offer our prayers and support in whatever
ways we can,” said Gray. 

2011 Bishop’s Barbeque set for May 27-29

Churches respond to April storm disasters

Michele Wardlaw, 36, and 5 year old daughter Kingsley, are shown at the door
of a storm shelter that saved their lives along with 10 other family members in
Smithville.   St. Peter’s-by-the-Lake Brandon, St. James’, Jackson and All Saint’s,
Tupelo  have been instrumental in helping the family of the Rev. Judy Morris.

The Rev. Jeff Reich, far left, and several volunteers from St. John’s,
Laurel prepare to fill a truck bound for Smithville.

Churches respond to April storm disasters,
Continued on page 11

The South Delta 
problem, p. 11.
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By Jim Carrington

Important: Please
make note of a email
address change for
this writer.  I now
receive my mail at

jimcarrington42@comcast.net.  Thanks.

First of all, I want to thank our Editor for
allowing me to miss last month’s edition of the
paper as I was recovering from a protracted
health issue.  Thanks be to God, I am doing fan-
tastic following surgery for colon cancer and a
issue with infection.  The early detection of my
cancer (don’t avoid having colonoscopies) and
surgery resulted in a complete cure.  For the
Lenten Meditation booklet at St. Philip’s I wrote
about “second chances.”  Well, I consider this
event in my life a “second chance” and hopefully
will live my life as such.  Thanks to all who
prayed for me during this time.  I know without
a doubt those prayers were effective.

As I sat down and began to read the April
newsletters that have come across my desk and
over my computer it was heart-lifting to share in
your Holy Week and Easter services and activi-
ties.  I did not become an Episcopalian until
1989 and prior to my first Holy Week and Easter,
I never knew the true depth of Easter.  It blew
me away to share in Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, the Great Vigil and
Easter Day.  I give thanks to God for my intro-
duction to the Episcopal Church and all it has
meant to and done for me as I have matured in
my walk with Christ.

Bible School is a very evident event in the
coming months as parishes across the state have
announced dates for their respective programs.
St. James’, Jackson; St. Peter’s, Oxford; St.
John’s, Laurel; Advent, Sumner; and St.

John’s, Ocean Springs will all host Bible School
in June, while St. Philip’s, Jackson and St.
Paul’s, Meridian will hold their programs in
July.  I am certain there are others and if I have
overlooked any parish, please forgive me.

Also upcoming in parishes around the state
are many programs and events.  St. Andrew’s,
Jackson and its EYC Pilgrims will present “The
Cathedral Follies” on May 4.  This program, star-
ring Edgar Glover, will feature a puppet show, a
Barbie fashion show, comedy, and a wide range
of music.

A “Biggest Loser Challenge” will be con-
ducted by St. Timothy’s, Southhaven.  The
ECW sponsored event will begin May 1 and con-
clude on October 2.  Entrants will pay $30 to
enter and will weigh on the first Sunday of each
month during the competition.  The contestant
losing the most percentage of weight will split
the entry fees with the ECW.  

St. Timothy’s, Southhaven, celebrated
Cinco de Mayo Day on May 4th.  Fr. Bruce
McMillian from Christ Church, Holly Springs,
will celebrate a Spanish Healing Eucharist.  This
will be followed by a Ritas & Fajitas Dinner fea-
turing fajitas and other Mexican delicacies and
margaritas.

The ECW at St. Paul’s, Columbus, will be
hosting their “Eight of May” luncheon on May 6.
This major fundraiser for the ECW will provide
for both dine-in meals in the parish hall or take-
outs.

St. Mark’s, Gulfport,  Spring Seafood
Luncheon, sponsored by the ECW will be held
on May 6.

St. John’s, Laurel will join with the city of
Laurel in its annual Day in The Park, Saturday
May 7th at Mason Park.  This is a day filled with
live entertainment, arts and crafts and a large
selection of “fair” type food. As in years past, St.
John’s will sponsor two Coke booths and will be
selling bottle drinks throughout the day.

The Canton Flea Market Arts and Crafts
Show takes place on Tuesday, May 12th.  As in
years past Grace, Canton will be a sponsor.
Over 90 vendors will rent space on their east
lawn for showing their crafts.

Following Noonday Prayers on Thursdays,
Trinity, Hattiesburg will be studying the book
“At Home in the World: A Rule of Life for the
Rest of Us,” written by Margaret Guenther.  In
association with this, on May 14th the parish will
host a Rule of Life workshop with a Benedictine
nun from Sacred Heart Convent in Cullman,
Alabama.

The Men’s Club of St. Columb’s,
Ridgeland will fire up their grills on May 14 for
a chicken barbeque.  A silent auction will be
held in conjunction with the barbeque.

Holy Trinity, Vicksburg will welcome the
Rev. Carol Mead on May 18 for a presentation of
“The Word Resurrected.”  The focus of her pres-
entation will be on reading scripture in an
expansive way.  

The “Seeds of Faith Conference” at
Mediator, Meridian, will feature John Dominic
Crossan presenting The Greatest Prayer:
Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of the
Lord’s Prayer.  The conference will be held May
20 -22.  For more information on the conference
and its total program email cmediator@com-
cast.net or visit www.mediatormeridian.com.

Parishioners and visitors attending services
at St. Thomas’, Diamond Head will be protect-
ed by a new Automatic Electronic Defibrillator
(AED) installed in the church, thanks to the gen-
erosity of one of their church families.  Training
on the ADE use will be made available, but it has
recorded instructions that can guide even the
untrained in its use.

The St. James’, Jackson Bike Trip rides
again.  Parishioners involved in this activity will
fly to Albany, NY on July 23rd and return to
Jackson on July 30.  The itinerary calls for the
group to cycle through Clifton Park, NY;
Manchester, VT; Stockport, Rensselaerville, Lake
Delaware, Cooperstown, Clifton Park (all NY).
They will sleep at Episcopal churches on the
way.

Creator, Clinton has set the date for their
“Fall Festival.”  Mark your calendars for that
annual activity on October 22.

Notable Quotes and writings from around
the state include:

“Martin Luther, the great sixteenth century
reformer, described the life of faith in terms of a
ship.  He said that faith is not just believing that
the ship exists, but it also means stepping onto
that ship, and putting ourselves to sea, and
entrusting ourselves to it.  

God is that ship, the perfect ship.  And he
has given us the perfect gift in his Son, Jesus
Christ.  He calls us to come aboard and accept
that gift, either for the first time or once again.
As we do we experience the wonder of faith and
are united in a relationship with Christ and his
love.”  The Rev. William R. White, St. Thomas,
Diamond Head.

Remember
Immerse yourself in My love,

Learn of that love,
That complete love,

That took Me to Calvary.

Linger awhile my dear child,
Lovingly gaze and gaze on me,
Till you know of My love,

That embraced all of mankind
To give him eternal life.

Then go and keep your Lent
For good company you have,
Whatever you do this season
Will be done in love for Me.
That is indeed enough.

The Rev. Chris Robinson, Mediator-
Redeemer, McComb-Magnolia

The following poem was written by one of the
St. John’s, Ocean Springs youth at a recent
Talent Show.  Amelia Wiygul was provided a
theme by a member of the audience went out to
write it and return to recite it to the audience.

Church Family
By Amelia Wiygul

Hugging, laughing, cheering, clapping
Faces, places, filled up spaces
Sunday mornings seem to be
Just like close-knit family
Filling each eternity

Flocking together, birds of a feather
Swept away, no time to ponder

Each day we grow generations stronger
Filled with laughter, love, and light

We are blood-related - blood of Christ.

For a little humor, the following Bulletin
Bloopers were presented by Mediator,
Meridian.

“For those of you who have children and
don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.”

“Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were mar-
ried on Oct. 24, in the church.  So ends a friend-
ship that began in their school days.”

Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church
help.”

“Next weekend’s Fasting and Prayer
Conference includes all meals.”

Not to be outdone, Epiphany, Tunica
printed the following in its monthly newsletter.”
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing
an old family Bible to her brother.  The mail
clerk asked, ‘Is there anything breakable in
here?’ The lady replied, ‘Only the Ten
Commandments.”

“There is the story of a pastor who got up
one Sunday and announced to his congregation:
‘I have good news and bad news.  The good
news is, we have enough money to pay for our
new building program.  The bad news is, it’s still
out there in your pockets.”

Notes & Quotes
By Jim Carrington
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March 16 - Meet with planning group for the
newly reorganized Bishop’s Mission Corps
Program. Brief afternoon session with the new
Episcopal Disaster Preparation and Response Task
Force. Very good work is taking place with both
these groups.

Annual consultation with the Rev. Deacon
Bill Hanna.
March 17 - Work at home in the morning. Early
afternoon appointment with the Rev. Janet Ott.
Rest of the day spent with the Trustees of the
Diocese.
March 18 - All day in office working on a wide
variety of matters. Late afternoon conference call
re Title IV Canons and disciplinary matters. 
March 19 - Spend much of the day at Gray Center
on a very personal and joyous matter - planting a
tree in honor of my grandson who will be born in
April. 
March 20 - Annual visitation to St. Columb’s,
Ridgeland. I meet with the junior and senior high
class before the main eucharist. At the subsequent
eucharist I preach, celebrate, baptize 3, confirm 9
and receive 2. Very large crowd celebrates in this
most beautiful of new worship space. Reception
follows, then head north for a visit with the
Episcopal Church at Ole Miss. Despite just return-
ing from Spring Break there are good numbers of
students at the eucharist. I preach and celebrate,
then join the students for supper provided by the
congregation of St. Peter’s.

Overnight with Duncan, IV, Amber and my
granddaughters in Oxford. 
March 21 - Return to Jackson in time for a staff
luncheon with Emily Everett who has taken anoth-
er position. We will miss her and her expertise in
many areas in the diocesan office.

Afternoon spent at home.
March 22 - Staff meetings in the morning, then
meet with the Deacons’ Council through lunch.
After an annual consultation with the Rev. Deacon

Cathy Halford, I head to the airport to fly to
Asheville, North Carolina for a continuing educa-
tion event and the fall meeting of the House of
Bishops.

Arrive in Asheville late. Unfortunately, my
bag does not arrive with me. I make do overnight
at the Kanuga Conference Center. 
March 23 - House of Bishops - Kanuga.

Spend entire day learning about the new
Title IV disciplinary canons and their implications
for our diocese. 
March 24 - House of Bishops - Kanuga.

Morning and afternoon session on Title IV
revisions. In the evening, I begin another pre-con-
ference session with the College for Bishops
Coaches. 
March 25 - House of Bishops - Kanuga.

Conclude pre-conference meetings by lunch.
Opening session for the formal gathering of the
House of Bishops begins late in the afternoon. 
March 26 - House of Bishops - Kanuga.

Entire day is spent on the subject of mission
and ministry with Young Adults. Some very cre-
ative work is being done in this area. 
March 27 - Early morning worship, then join sev-
eral friends for a round of golf.  During play, I
receive a call that my uncle, S. Thames Lloyd has
died. Begin making plans to return to Jackson. 
March 28 - Plane fare is too expensive as I change
my travel plans to return home, so I rent a car
and drive back to Jackson. 
March 29 - Since this day had been blocked out
on my schedule assuming I would be in North
Carolina, I am able to use much of he day to
spend time with my mother, still in the hospital,
and my father. 
March 30 - With Kathy and my father drive to
Canton for the visitation and funeral of my uncle,
Thames Lloyd. Very good to see extended family.
Grace Church, Canton, can barely hold all the
Spiveys, Millers and Grays gathered.

Brief visit to the office in the afternoon. 
March 31 - Spend most of this appointment-free
day on personal business.
April 1 - Breakfast with my bishop colleagues
from the Roman Catholic and United Methodist
Churches. Morning appointment with the Rev.
Jodie Burnett. Annual consultation with the Rev.
Shannon Manning. Late afternoon I drive to Gray
Center to join in opening worship and dinner
that begins the annual retreat for the Daughters of
the King.

Home to Jackson in the evening. 
April 2 - Along with Canons McCormick and
Johnson lead an all day workshop at the
Cathedral for Wardens and Treasurers. This ongo-
ing training for elected local leadership is really
beginning to pay dividends in the quality of lay
leadership in local parishes. 
April 3 - Up early to travel to St. George’s,
Clarksdale for my annual visitation. The spirit of
this congregation is very good as they have wel-
comed a new rector, the Rev. Jason Shelby, into
their community. The announced closing of St.
George’s School, a beacon of academic excellence
and social, cultural and racial diversity is being
mourned by the congregation.

At St. George’s I preach, celebrate, baptize
one and confirm four in the midst of a large con-
gregation. Joy-filled reception follows, and I have
a chance to visit with many people.

Home to Jackson late afternoon. 
April 4 - Spend some time at the hospital with my
mother and father. Drive to Vicksburg in hard-rain
(a tornado touches down close by) in order to
participate in a fish fry that is honoring this year’s
AmeriCorps class at the All Saints’ Campus. More
than a hundred of bright and idealistic young
people listen to this old bishop talking about the
history of All Saints in the school gym - the dinner
had to be moved inside due to the weather.

Return home in much calmer weather. 
April 5 - Staff meetings in the morning. Meet with
convocation deans beginning at lunch through
mid-afternoon. Late afternoon annual consulta-
tion with the Rev. Tom Fanning. 

April 6 - Annual consultation with the Rev. Mary
Berry. Mid-day planning session with the Racial
Reconciliation Task Force. 

Drive to Starkville for a visit with the
Canterbury Club at Mississippi State. I preach and
celebrate the eucharist with them at their student
center. We also talk about the redesigned
Bishop’s Mission Corps. One student expresses
serious interest in participating.

Home to Jackson late. 
April 7 - Work at home most of the morning.
Afternoon spent in the office trying to catch up on
a variety of matters. 
April 8 - In the office all day. Annual consulta-
tions with the Rev. Paul Stephens and the Rev.
Jason Shelby. 
April 9 - Travel out to Gray Center in the morn-
ing to participate in the Spring Conference of the
Episcopal Church Women. Very large crowd for
this gathering. Their speaker, the Rev. Minka
Sprague, does a wonderful job describing her
great joy in being a part of the Episcopal Church.

At the close of the conference, I celebrate
the eucharist with these devoted and faithful
women.

Following lunch, I drive to Olive Branch
where I join with the congregation of Holy Cross
in a reception and party celebrating their 50th
anniversary as a congregation.

Overnight in Olive Branch. 
April 10 - At Holy Cross, Olive Branch, where I
preach and celebrate and enjoy all the festivities
associated with their 50th Anniversary. This small
mission, the “mother church” of the Episcopal
Church in DeSoto County, continues to impress
with its creativity, outreach and witness to Christ
in their community.

On my way home, I stop by Oxford to play
with my granddaughters and visit with their par-
ents.

Home to Jackson in the evening. 
April 11 - Day off.

Spend a good deal of time with my father
and mother doing a variety of things.

The Bishop’s Journal

May 2011

Sudanese community in Mississippi has highest number of graduates in country
By Scott Lenoir

The Diocese of Mississippi has supported the Sudanese refugees who settled in Mississippi  in
multiple ways for many years.  Dr. Gregg Miller, the chairman of the Sudanese Committee for the dio-
cese, says the good support and hard work of the Sudanese  refugees continue to bear good fruit.
Miller cites the outstanding number of Sudanese refugees receiving degrees. 

“The diocese has supported these young people’s education for the last several  years and gradu-
ate rates in this state - at both the high school and college level- are higher than anywhere else in the
country,” said Miller.

Sudanese graduating this year include:
Agot Agot:   Friday, May 27 at 10:00 a.m. , UMC, at Mississippi Coliseum on High Street
Aluel Sarah Deu: Tuesday, May 17 at 2:00, Education Center High School, Woodland Hills Baptist
Church in Fondren
John Juarwel:   Saturday, May 14, Ole Miss, The Grove; College of Liberal Arts commencement, 
2:00 pm in Tad Smith Coliseum.
James Lueth:  May 7, 10:00 Mississippi College, Coliseum
James Mabuoch:  May 7, 2:00 Mississippi College, Coliseum
Dau Mabil:  May 13, 7:00 p.m. Holmes Community College, Ridgeland Campus
Daniel Matit:  July 21 at 2:00, Education Center School, Woodland Hills Baptist Church in Fondren
Martin Matit:  May 7, 8:00 a.m. Jackson State University, Veterans Memorial Stadium
Mangok Mayen:  May 12, 2011, 4:00 p.m.  Hinds Community College-the Raymond Campus

Abraham Pandek:  Jackson State (last summer)
John Yaak:  ITT institute (last winter, at Belhaven College)

When Bishop Gray did the Easter Sudanese service at the cathedral, Miller said Gray wondered
who all the new people were.  Miller told him that many in the Sudanese community are now foster
parents themselves to unaccompanied refugee minors from Rwanda, Haiti and the Congo. 

“We offer hearty congratulations to all the graduates in the Sudanese community who continue to
be a blessing to our  diocese.”
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By Janet C. Nail

At a church gather-
ing once, a friend came
up to me.

“I have to show
you this,” she said, and
she opened her jacket.
She was wearing a t-
shirt with this graphic: “Jesus loves you-but I’m
His favorite.”  Of course I did not mug her and
steal the shirt, but I have coveted it ever since!

In the humor lies a real truth: in religion
we are pretty parochial.  At least, it begins with
me, and it is difficult to expand that view.  With
that in mind, it is no wonder that we find it
almost impossible to observe the religious land-
scape of the entire nation.

Phyllis Tickle, in PRAYER IS A PLACE
(Doubleday, 2005), has managed to turn her
astute and loving eye on the state of religion in
America and she reports her conclusions in
graceful, compelling prose.

She is well-placed to begin this task.  As edi-
tor of the Religion Department of Publishers
Weekly from 1992 through 2003, she dealt with
most of the works from America’s religious pub-
lishers and, being a retired academic, she exer-
cised a discerning critical eye in seeing the devel-
oping trends in scholarship, belief, and,
inevitably, controversy.

Tickle’s journey with the magazine began
with an incredible woman, Daisy Maryles, who
had the vision that invited Tickle to expand the
coverage of religious literature in America.  Daisy
saw the department as an active presence, with
coverage of significant changes and events in
religious publishing, including financial reports
and personnel shifts.  It meant being present at,
and covering, every convention and book show
of any significance within religious book publish-
ing.  And it meant covering all religions equally:
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Wicca, paganism,
and every stop within.

While the staff was beginning to develop a
strategy during a sales meeting, two things hap-
pened that guided Tickle’s vision.  A female sales
rep grabbed her arm and thanked her for giving
her permission to acknowledge that she and her
husband go to services every Sabbath, because
she had been too shy to say so before.  Then a
secretary slipped her a note, saying that she goes
to a Pentecostal church and she would like to
talk to Mrs. Tickle sometime.  Both these
encounters illustrated a quote by theologian

Paul Tillich: “Hear this one impor-
tant warning!  Never consider the
secular realm Godless because it does
not speak of God!”  It is the quote that
she keeps always at hand when she is
working lest she forget its great truth.

What Mrs. Tickle calls her ordina-
tion occurred during another working
conference.  She and Daisy Maryles had
been attending the annual meeting of the
American Academy of Religion and the
Society of Biblical Literature.  Primarily an
academic group, AAR/SBL is honey to the bees
of publishers, and no one leaves the exhibition
hall’s selling floor for anything short of death.  

The two women had spent the days watch-
ing what was being bought, talking to academics,
talking to publishers and editors, until finally, as
things were winding down, they decided to take
a break.

Daisy suggested that they go to the new
Holocaust Museum, and Tickle agreed.  

Now, the Holocaust Museum is not a typi-
cal walk through and look at exhibits museum.
It is experiential, exposing the visitor to the hor-
rors of that time through the various media now
available.  When the women reached a corridor
where the walls and ceiling were papered with
family photographs rescued from a Lithuanian
shtetl, with walls of thick glass onto which had
been etched, by country the names of all the
Jewish towns and villages that been torched and
then sown with salt by the Germans.

Tickle walked through the corridor in a
daze, overcome by the experience-until she real-
ized that she had lost Daisy.  When she returned,
she found her studying the walls with its census
of obliterated villages.  She was reading intently,
moving her finger down the column of names.  

“What in the world are you doing?’ Tickle
asked.

“Looking for my father’s village.  I already
found my mother’s.”

“I had no idea.”
Daisy looked at her. “I thought you knew,”

she said. “My father was nineteen and my moth-
er seventeen when the camps were
liberated...They stayed (at the DP camp) because
they thought one of my father’s cousins may
have survived.  It turns out that she hadn’t, but I
was born in the DP camp...and that, Tickle, is
why you and I cannot...must not..fail in what we
have set out to do.”

To work as a paid observer of religion,
Tickle realized that she must come to grips with

the question of what exactly
is religion.  Moving from
individual matters of faith
to a broad view of reli-
gion as a whole is not
easy, but she eventually
came to see religion as
the rope of meaning,
composed of three
strands: spirituality,
corporeality, and
morality.  The
mesh sleeve that
deters fraying is
the common

imagination, and the
tough outer covering is story.  This

rope of meaning connects us to the shore of life.
Keeping this metaphor in mind, Tickle

takes us to Santa Rosa, California, to that frus-
trating, maligned group, the Jesus Seminar, a
group of scholars who meet to study, discuss,
and vote on the words of Jesus: what did He
really say?  As early as 1778, a German scholar
named Hermann Reimarus had spoken of the
historical Jesus, positing that the Jesus of Galilee
and the Christ of history might not be one and
the same.  In that time church leaders managed
to stifle that questioning, but twentieth century
media made that impossible.  And the public
began to take notice of what academia was say-
ing about religion.  And, she says, no matter
what the public opinion of the Jesus Seminar, it
was a great step forward that scholars were
studying the Gospels at all!

Although Tickle’s encounters in the world
of religion were primarily with publishers and
authors, she became a noted speaker at the vari-
ous conventions she attended.  She began to
notice the presence of young people under
twenty-five in her audiences, and noted their
absorption with matters of faith.  In one address,
she mentioned the doctrine of the Virgin Birth
as an area of controversy.  Afterwards, a young

man no older than eighteen came up to her,
shaking his head.

“I just don’t get it,” he said.  “Of course I
believe in the Virgin Birth.  Why wouldn’t I?  The
whole thing is so beautiful, it has to be true,
whether it happened or not.”

He understood that truth and fact are not
synonymous.

One of the most moving chapters of the
book tells of Tickle’s part in a private Eucharist
with the Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  He was in
Chicago at the Religious Booksellers Trade
Exhibit to introduce his book THE RAINBOW
PEOPLE OF GOD, and as was his custom, he
would celebrate the Eucharist in his hotel room.
His editor, Thomas Cahill (some five years away
from his own HOW THE IRISH SAVED CIVILIZA-
TION) invited Tickle and a few other people to
gather with the Archbishop and his friends.  She
regards it as one of the most real encounters of
any Eucharist!

Phyllis Tickle is a quiet presence in the
panorama of religion in America.  Yet she is a
masterful voice for those who do not speak, for
she understands that God is present in our lives,
whether we are fluent enough to speak of Him,
or not.  And we are searching for the voice that
will express our yearning for an encounter with
God.

Tickle closes her book with her own work,
THE DIVINE HOURS.  She tells how she turned
her own practice of using a breviary for personal
prayer to a modern breviary that would not be
intimidating for the average reader.  I can per-
sonally attest to the fact that she succeeded!

During the recent tornadoes in Alabama, a
group of students from South America were
awed by the power of the storms.  They huddled
in a bathroom while the tornado passed over
their apartment building, then donned sneakers
and rushed out to follow the storm.  I think that
Phyllis Tickle must have felt much like those stu-
dents in following the trends in American reli-
gion.

Prayer is a Place

BOOK REVIEW

May 2011

Bill King Bill YoungBlood

601-953-2847
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When I was in seminary, the professor of Systemic Theology, the Rev.
Dr. Bob Hughes, once told us “There is only one faith statement: ‘God
is,’ everything else is belief.  Bob told us many good things, but that one
in particular has stuck with me.  I use it frequently in sermons.  “God
is.”  How we live into that statement determines how God lives in us.
The essay below is by the Rev. Bill White, Rector of St. Thomas,
Diamondhead.

During Lent many of us observe disciplines or practices to help us
deepen our spirituality and strengthen our relationship with God. I pray
that they lead us to continuing renewal and transformation in the

Christian life.
But at the heart of everything, before Lent, during Lent, and throughout the year, is our faith.

Faith sustains us, and is the foundation for what we are in Jesus Christ.
So let us once again think about the meaning of faith. The Book of Hebrews defines faith as “the

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (11:1). In the Old Testament, faith
was the certainty of receiving what God had promised but not yet provided.

This means that faith acts in our lives by causing us to know and believe in existing realities we
cannot conclusively prove, but which are no less real merely because they are beyond our ability to
touch, see, or understand through our powers of reason.

And these unseen realities have two parts. One is God’s promise of salvation and eternal life
through Jesus Christ accompanied by God’s absolute trustworthiness in fulfilling this promise. The
other is the certainty of God’s peace in our lives now when we accept this eternal promise.

This means that faith is more than an abstract virtue. It also is a life-giving energy at work within
us. It is an attitude of hope about the future that animates us to live with confidence in newness and
fullness of life as we await completion of God’s purpose for us. Our faith produces a disposition
toward life that inspires us every day.

But faith comes to us from above, as a gift, through God’s grace. It is not something we can create
or manufacture through our own efforts. But faith will come as we respond in humble acceptance of
God’s gift of salvation through Christ, and as we ask the Holy Spirit to lead us.

And faith, once received, is dynamic and resilient. It increases and draws strength from itself as
we help others in the community, extend ourselves in love to each other, and work to build up the
church. And when trials of the world threaten to overcome us, faith reasserts itself as we respond to
God in gratitude through prayer and seek guidance from the Holy Spirit.

Martin Luther, the great sixteenth century reformer, described the life of faith in terms of a ship.
He said that faith is not just believing that the ship exists, but it also means stepping onto that ship,
and putting ourselves to sea, and entrusting ourselves to it.

God is that ship, the perfect ship. And he has given us the perfect gift in his Son, Jesus Christ. He
calls us to come aboard and accept that gift,either for the first time or once again. As we do we experi-
ence the wonder of faith, and are united in a relationship with Christ and his love.

By Denny Allman

Ring Around the Collar
By Peggy C. Jones, Assistant to the Bishop

The Diocesan Scholarship Committee is happy to announce that twenty-three outstanding young stu-
dents have been chosen to receive for the 2011-2012 academic year. Selections for a variety of scholar-
ships are made each year by the Scholarship Committee composed of the Bishop of the Diocese of
Mississippi, the Dean and Wardens of St. Andrew’s Cathedral along with members of the Executive
Committee and Trustees of the Diocese.

THE OKOLONA SCHOLARSHIP:
The Trustees of the Okolona College Endowment established annual scholarships to be awarded
to specifically African American college students. Preference is given to Episcopalians but
members of all churches may apply. The Willie Mae Raspberry Scholarship is awarded to the
most outstanding female student among those applying for the Okolona Scholarship. This year
the Willie Mae Raspberry Scholarship goes to Doreen N. Ndishabandi, a member of All Saints’
Episcopal Church, Jackson. Doreen is working on a degree in International Relations and Peace and
Justice Studies at Tufts University. The James L. Raspberry Scholarship, presented to the most outstand-
ing male student among those applying for the Okolona Scholarship, is presented to Lemnyuy Bernard
Nyuykongi, also a member of All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Jackson. Lemnyuy is majoring in Computer
Engineering and Telecommunication at Jackson State University.
Also receiving Okolona Scholarships were: Kafui Edusei, member of All Saints’, Jackson, majoring in
Biology at Alcorn State Nursing School; Brianna M. Mosley, member of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, with plans to study veterinary medicine; Jonathan M. Ndishabandi, member of All
Saints’, Jackson studying Air Traffic Control and Commercial Aviaton; and Timothy I. Umeofia, member
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Washington, North Carolina, majoring in Biochemistry.

THE ADAMS EPISCOPAL ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
This scholarship is awarded annually to an undergraduate student who is an active member of a con-
gregation of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Mississippi to attend the engineering college or
business college of Mississippi State University. This year, the Adam’s Scholarship is awarded to Will
Crosby, a member of St. James’, Jackson, majoring in Engineering.

THE CAPERS SCHOLARSHIP
The Charlotte Capers Scholarships are presented to those who are pursuing a liberal arts degree.
This year we have seven Capers Scholars: Adam Blackwell, a member of  Trinity Episcopal Church,
Natchez, majoring in Public Policy Leadership and Religious Studies at the University of Mississippi,
William Boyles, a member of St. James’, Jackson, majoring in Religion and International Studies; Avery
Burrell, member of St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson, studying a pre-med track with an undecided
major; Mary Clark, a member of Trinity Episcopal Church, Hattiesburg, majoring in Theater; Abigail
Falkner, a member of the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation, West Point, majoring in Computer
Graphics; Meghan Lind, a member of Christ Church, Bay St. Louis, majoring in Political Science and
Spanish; and Emilie Street, a member of St. James’, Jackson, majoring in International Studies.

THE MISTICOS SCHOLARSHIP
Misticos Scholarships are awarded annually to girls and boys of either the Greek Orthodox or
Episcopal Faiths. The late Alexander Misticos established these scholarships as memorials to
members of his family. This year’s recipients are Benjamin A. Conway, a member of St. Philip’s
Episcopal Church, Jackson, studying Law; Harris Kirkpatrick, a member of All Saints’, Tupelo, studying
Physical Therapy; and Austin Velotas, a member of the Church of the Mediator, Meridian, studying
medicine. 

THE WARREN SCHOLARSHIP
The late Robert Warren of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral established the Warren Trust
Scholarships. The three Warren Scholarships are given to Jose Rodriguez,  a member of St. Peter’s,
Oxford, with plans to be an electrical engineer. Kelsey Shaw, a member of Christ Episcopal Church,
Holly Springs, studying nursing; and Elena Stater, a member of Chapel of the Cross, Madison, with
plans to study nursing.

20 Scholarships Awarded to
Outstanding Students
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St John’s Ocean Springs had 12 baptisms at Easter.  Pictured are Ryan Jennings LeMaire, Madison
Faith LeMaire, Abbigail Grace LeMaire, Joseph Anthony Taylor, Summer Logan Taylor, Rylan Ian
Locke, Olivia Larkin Pettit, Elias Kees Pettit, Tyler Andrew Lott, Seth Hogan Lott, Ashley Hogan Lott,
along with parents and godparents. (Not pictured is adult Stacia Jeanne Heard who was baptized at
the Easter Vigil.)  4 year-old Rylan Locke, returning to his parents side after his baptism, exclaimed in
wide-eyed wonder and awe, “Mom, I’m baptized!”  Let us retain our “joy and wonder in all” God’s
works!

Chapel of the Cross,
Madison EYCer,
Martha Raynor, 
didn’t need to see a
bunny rabbit for
Easter after she found
a beautiful two week
old burro.  

The burro was a part
of a petting zoo that 
visited the parish 
during the annual 
egg dyeing activity.

Prior to the Easter Vigil on April 23, the young
people of St.  Thomas celebrated a service of
“Digging Up The Alleluias” in preparation for
the return of Alleluia! to our liturgy.  The
Alleluias! were depicted on a banner made by
the Sunday School classes, which earlier had
been buried with a service of “Burying The
Alleluias” on Shrove Tuesday.  The group
processed from the Memorial Garden where
the Alleluias! had been buried at the foot of the
large outdoor cross, and brought them into the
church where they joyfully were restored.
These services were part of instruction as to the
meaning of Alleluia! and why that joyous
proclamation is omitted during Lent.

Olivia Palisi digs up the missing Alleluias at St.
Thomas, Diamond Head. Olivia’s young

friends Lauralee Ziegeler, Alyssa Palisi, and
Caroline Tibbs wait for the uncovering. 

Bishop Gray is pleased to announce that Eric Cohen has joined the Diocesan staff as Assistant to the
Canons.  He has recently relocated to Jackson from San Diego, CA.   Eric’s background is in the hotel
field and he has managed resort properties on Coronado Island and in downtown San Diego.  Eric
and his wife, Ryan, are parents of their six month old son, Preston.   

What should I expect this year?

The Bishops Hog Jog 5K Run
The Cardboard Regatta

Silent Auction
Kids Korner
Live Music

Fishing Tournament
And Great Food!

Visit us at http://bbbq.dioms.org 
for more information about the BBQ!

To book your room 
contact Linda Cain at (601) 859-1556.

Join us for:

May 27-29, 2011
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The first performance of Trinity, Hattiesburg’s children’s choir took place recently.  The children
shown lining up for the processional have been practicing hard with their leader, Jane Butler, since
January and sang beautifully.  

Bishop Gray preached at the Closura of Cursillo 120 where he served on staff as a spiritual director.
Thirty-five participants were at the three day event which took place April 29-May1 at Gray Center.

Shoppers spent no money at St. Alexis’ first annual Free-Cycle Jackson festival and it was a great 
success.

Habitat for Humanity supervisor John Breazeale shows MSU students Kelli Ranson (left) and Nicole
Stein how to operate a saw at the Starkville Habitat site.  The students volunteered for Habitat to live
out their baptismal vow to “strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of
every human being.”

St. Alexis, Jackson gives it away at festival
By Judy Barnes, St. Alexis communicant

The first annual ‘Free-Cycle Jackson’ festival sponsored by St. Alexis Episcopal Church in down-
town Jackson was a big success. The theme for its past 3 Circulation Day free rummage sales has been:
“If you haven’t worn it, played with it or used it in a year, put it back in circulation for someone else.”

This year, the church’s Reach Out Committee expanded the event to include live music, free food
and a kids fun area in addition to the big free rummage sale; all as a gift to the community.

The Mississippi Blood Services donation bus was on site and collected about 20 pints of blood. St.
Alexian, Michael Guidry, arranged with Hal & Mal’s to distribute “A Pint For A Pint” coupons.

Toys, books, clothes, appliances, baby gear, furniture, household items and food were given away.
All the inventory at the end of the day was donated to the Wingard Home shelter in Jackson. The
remaining hotdogs and other food was donated to Chapel of the Cross’ annual Stewpot Picnic. 

Over $260 was donated by attendees for tornado relief and was sent The Rev. Jeff Reich at St.
John’s in Laurel for victim assistance.  Reich’s connections in North Mississippi are strong as he served
as rector at St. John’s, Aberdeen.
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The Closing Eucharist for Cursillo 120 was a packed house on a traditional low Sunday, the Sunday
after Easter, at Gray Center.

Trinity, Hattiesburg celebrated its 19th Annual Crawfish Boil on March 26th where over 1,000 pounds
of crawfish were boiled and were sold out in only 3 hours.

Cindy Hornsby/photo

Cindy Hornsby/photo
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Native Mississippian consecrated Bishop of Western New York

By Duke Cain

“Is it your will that we ordain William a bishop?” asked Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts-Schori.

“That is our will.”

The immediate, enthusiastic response came from more than a thousand Episcopalians gathered in
the SUNY Center for the Arts in Buffalo on Saturday, April 30. They came from around the Diocese of
West New York and represented 62 parishes. They brought
choirs, lots of children, representatives of all ages, and they also
brought special gifts they had lovingly prepared during an eight-
een month selection period that led up to that Saturday. Even
the weather cooperated — it was a beautiful spring day bracket-
ed by rain and high winds on Friday and Sunday. The bronze
buffalo in front of the Center had been dressed as a bishop, with
Bill Franklin’s name written on the vestments. It was a happy
event in every way.

What followed their response was magical. Joined by more
than 20 Episcopal, Moravian, and Lutheran bishops from the
United States and a group of Anglican bishops from around the
world, Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori continued the litany for
ordination while the Rev. Dr. R. William Franklin, a native of
Cleveland, Mississippi, knelt facing her. As all present sang, pray-
ing in nine languages, the bishops slowly encircled him, hiding
him from view as they lay their hands on his head. After a long moment the circle opened and Bishop
Franklin stood up, faced the crowd, and broadly grinned at the long applause greeting him.

To his family, gathered from Mississippi, California, Florida, New York, and Massachusetts, the
moment was just the first of many electric moments in a weekend filled with services and celebrations.

The constant message in sermons and services throughout the weekend was one of hope, recon-
ciliation and evangelism. Rt. Rev. Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop of Southern Ohio, centered his remarks
around the lesson from 2 Corinthians 3:4-9, emphasizing its call to share the message of a new
covenant with others. In comments at a dinner that evening, Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon, Bishop of the
Churches in Europe, shared the advice he’d given Franklin after nominating him for bishop: to simply
be himself, a man from Cleveland, Mississippi, accessible and always carrying a message grounded in
hope and reminding his diocese of the things they share in common with each other. At the service
seating Franklin at St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Rev. Sean Mullen, Rector of St. Mark’s Church,
Philadelphia, used a detailed metaphor of the vineyard and the winery to drive home the point that
much of the work of the church must be done in the relationships formed in the vineyard (the parish-
es.)

Franklin’s first visit as Bishop was to a small church, St. Paul’s, Williamsville, known in the diocese
as “the children’s church” because the funds to build it were actually raised by its young parishioners
in the 1940’s. Speaking to the many children present, while accepting their gifts of bubble gum, letter
boxes (one was for “letters I don’t want to read”), he reminded them of their heritage saying “the DNA
of your parish is obviously in all of you.”

Duke Cain is a communicant of St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson and a first cousin of the newly con-
secrated Bishop of Western New York.

Newly consecrated William “Bill” Franklin stands with Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori
in Buffalo, New York.  Franklin is now the Bishop of Western New York which
includes 59 congregations and about 16,000 Episcopalians. It is comprised of the
seven westernmost counties of New York State.
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William “Bill” Franklin
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AMERICORPS

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Bettie Thompson Lockett-Jones, 72, communicant of St. Paul’s, Corinth, died February 17,
2011.
James W. Lundy, 73, communicant of St. Mary’s, Lexington, died March 5, 2011
Josephine “Jo” Mae Midkiff, 78, communicant of St. Paul’s, Corinth, died March 10, 2011.
Michael Emile Summers, 58 communicant of Christ Church, Bay St. Louis, died April 8, 2011.
Robert McKeown, 80, communicant of St. Paul’s, Corinth, died April 21, 2011.

All Saints Episcopal School 
thanks AmeriCorps NCCC

By Richard Price
AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) has leased the All Saints Episcopal

School Campus in Vicksburg since 2009, using the facility as one of five campuses in the country.
NCCC members (Class 16 graduated 160 members in 2010, Class 17 has 140 members) have been
trained and deployed from the campus to support 11 southeastern states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

When Class 17 graduates on May 26, 2011 at 2:00 p.m., members will have collectively provided
over 238,000 hours of service in the Southern Region. Their service is a menagerie of projects. They
have removed debris from the recent tornadoes; helped extinguish wildfires; built homes for residents
on the Gulf Coast who are still rebounding from Hurricane Katrina; tutored youth ; filed taxes for citi-
zens who qualified for the Earned Income Tax Credit; cleared miles of nature trails in parks; converted
fried turkey grease into biodiesel fuel; refurbished volunteer housing; completed a sustainable garden;
and, much more. 

In Mississippi, teams have provided support to organizations, such as, American Red Cross,
Habitat for Humanity - MS Gulf Coast and Bay-Waveland Area, Living Independence for Everyone
(LIFE) of Mississippi, Southern Foundation for Homeless Children, Vicksburg National Military Park,
Hands On Mississippi, Recover Rebuild Restore Southeast MS (R3SM), Pat Harrison Waterway District,
Camp Coast Care and Boys and Girls Club of Central Mississippi.

Since 2000, NCCC members have completed approximately 1 million service hours and 400 proj-
ects, a service valued at over $20.39 million, coordinated 44,200 volunteers, constructed 505 new
homes and renovated 1,400 homes.

On the evening of April 4, 2011, All Saints Episcopal School showed its appreciation for the sup-
port from NCCC by hosting a fish fry in the gym on campus.  All Saints was also joined by the members
of the NCCC Southern Working Group, which promotes NCCC, regional and local officials, to honor
them for their service to the state. Bishop Duncan Gray was the featured speaker (photo of Bishop
speaking) providing the Corps with a brief history of the campus and thanks for their volunteer spirit
and all they have done for the Diocese and All Saints. One of the NCCC teams led fun activities.
Everyone had a great time.

AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps) is a full-time, team-based residential pro-
gram for men and women ages 18-24. NCCC members are organized into teams of 10-12 members and
serve in local communities in every state responding to needs that are identified by community-based
organizations. Approximately 1,200 members serve in NCCC each year.

All Saints is proud to host a program that continues the spirit of All Saints - to provide excellent
training, service opportunities, and leadership skills for young people.

Richard Price is the executive director of All Saints campus in Vicksburg.

NCCC Helping Residents Pick Up
Broken Pieces After Tornadoes

By Erika Roberts
Nearly all 140 Corps Members of the AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC)

Southern Region campus in Vicksburg are deployed to help residents in Mississippi , Alabama and
Tennessee recover from devastating tornadoes, and warn residents in Vicksburg to prepare for the
Mississippi River ‘s rising waters. 

“I know a lot of attention has been put on Smithville. But, Wren is an even smaller, rural town
with even fewer resources. People don’t know what they’re going to do, but they are glad to see us
here to help. The volunteer fire fighters are doing a good job. They are overwhelmed with the destruc-
tion. We were told that when the volunteer fire fighters learned that NCCC was coming to help, it
made one of them tear up. They are so happy to have the help. Our support is a relief to them,” said
Lindsey Tarr, 24, from Glenwood , CO , the River 4 Team Leader. 

There are three teams of about 10 Corps Members in Cleveland and Chattanooga , Tennessee ;
eight teams in Tuscaloosa , Greensboro , Madison and Theodore , Alabama ; and, four teams in
Smithville, Jackson and Vicksburg , Mississippi . Since NCCC is a national service program, about 20
more Corps Members are being deployed from the Atlantic Region campus in Perry Point, MD to serve
residents in Tuscaloosa , AL . 

“We are exhausting all our resources at the Southern Region campus to help communities begin
to rebound from destruction that hasn’t been seen since Katrina. Our Corps Members are trained
sawyers, have CPR and First Aid training, as well as, training in shelter management and mass care.
They are prepared to quickly respond to disasters like these,” said Gary Turner, NCCC Region Director. 

NCCC teams are removing debris, coordinating supply distribution, staffing feeding operations,
and going door-to-door to assess needs in the community and give information about available
resources. Deployed teams are working with disaster response organizations, such as, NECHAMA,
American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Hale Empowerment and Revitalization Organization (HERO), and
CitiIMPACT. Teams serving in Jackson and Vicksburg are working with Catholic Charities and the City
of Vicksburg . 

NCCC members have visited 264 homes in Vicksburg since last week in an effort to notify resi-
dents in low-lying areas of the impending flood. Members are assessing households by recording the
number of people in those homes, if anyone has special needs and where the family plans to relocate.
This information is being fed to the City of Vicksburg to help workers and first responders prepare. 

Last month, NCCC teams were deployed to Clinton and Leakesville , MS and to Bertie County in
North Carolina to help communities rebound from the tornadoes on April 15. Earlier this year, about
20 NCCC members of the Wildland Firefighting team helped to extinguish the Jude’s Gap Wildland Fire
in North Carolina . 

NCCC gained a national reputation for responding to disasters when thousands of members came
from four campuses across the country to help Gulf Coast communities recover from Hurricane
Katrina. A fifth campus was opened in Vicksburg , MS to serve 11 Southeast states. 

Disaster deployments build on trainings from the American Red Cross, National Park Service, and
the Alabama-Louisiana-Mississippi Division of the Salvation Army’s Southern Territory. Through com-
munity partnerships, NCCC provides training in emergency shelter management, first aid, CPR, chain
sawing, wildland firefighting and other disaster management services. 

AmeriCorps NCCC is a full-time, team-based residential national service program for men and
women ages 18-24. NCCC members serve for 10 months in teams of 10-12 members in a region’s local
communities by responding to needs identified by the community in areas of: disaster services; envi-
ronmental stewardship; energy conservation, urban and rural development; infrastructure improve-
ment; and, other community needs. 

Mississippi is home to one of only five NCCC campuses in the country. The Southern Region cam-
pus in Vicksburg is home to 140 corps members from around the country who dedicate themselves to
10 months of service. The Southern Region encompasses the states of Alabama, Kentucky, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. 

For more information about NCCC, visit the website at www.americorps.gov/nccc or contact Erika
Roberts, Southern Region Community Relations Specialist, at 601-630-4048 or eroberts@cns.gov . 

All Saints’ Episcopal School supporters showed the 17th Class of Americorps graduates
their support with a catfish dinner last month on the campus. Bishop Gray, Richard
Price and Susan Price were surprised to receive an honor as well when they were pre-
sented with an AmeriCorps banner signed by all the team members of River 1, the
AmeriCorps team that served as Master of Ceremonies for the event.
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One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, 
Four Great Feasts:

How Baptism Illuminates the 
Great Feast Days of the Church

Annual Spiritual Renewal Retreat
scheduled in August

The 2011 Mississippi Conference on Church Music and Liturgy
August 2-7, 2011

Duncan M. Gray Center

The  Committee on Ministry with LGBT Persons of the Diocese of Mississippi presents the sixth
annual Spiritual Renewal Retreat August 28-28 at Gray Center.

The program this year is entitled “A Spiritual Journey through the Psalms, with Harp and Song” to
be led by the Rev. Joanna Seibert, M.D. 

The Rev. Dr. Seibert is a deacon at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Little Rock, AR.  She is also a
Professor of Radiology and Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas Medical School.  She is a gifted and
sought after retreat facilitator.  Among her publications are:  The Call of the Psalms, a spiritual compan-
ion for busy people and The Call of the Psalms, a spiritual companion for people in recovery.

Seibert will lead the participants in a number of spiritual meditations, with readings from several
of her publications, interactive discussions and break out groups.  These presentations will be further
enhanced with musical renderings that she will provide on the harp.  Through her work we can antici-
pate a heightened sense of a spiritual connection with God and ourselves; and for those searching for a
spiritual connection/understanding, a way and inspiration to reach that goal.

For Additional information and Registration Forms, visit:
http://www.dioms.org/digital_faith/events/568

Although every Sunday liturgy is suitable for baptism, certain occasions in the Church highlight the
importance of our shared baptismal ministry.  The 2011 Mississippi Conference on Church Music and
Liturgy will consider how baptism influences the feasts of the Baptism of Jesus, the Easter Vigil,
Pentecost and All Saints.  In addition to rehearsing music for services and reading new anthems, we
will try to answer the following questions:
How can we craft compelling liturgies for these occasions? 
How can our baptism shape our Christian life?  
How do the symbols of water, oil, and fire help us to communicate God’s saving work? 
How do the Scriptures for these days enrich our understanding of baptism?

A couple of milestones in the life of the conference will be marked-this is the first all female faculty in
the thirty-six year history of the Mississippi Conference.  Marilyn Haskel (Trinity, Wall Street), the Rev.
Carol Wade (former Canon Precentor at the National Cathedral), and Sue Mitchell Wallace (noted com-
poser and organist from Atlanta) will serve on the conference faculty.  

This year we will also celebrate the ministry of the conference as Ellen Johnston retires as Director.
Ellen’s involvement in the leadership of the Mississippi Conference began in 1986 when conference
founder, Leslie Casaday, asked her to serve as Assistant Director.  She became Director upon Leslie’s
death in 1995.  On Saturday afternoon (August 6) we will sing through several of the anthems which
have been commissioned for the conference since 1985.  

A Day for Clergy will be offered on Thursday, August 4, at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church.  Clergy Day,
which begins at 1:00 pm and ends after Evensong, will also focus on the baptismal feasts of the church
and how our liturgies can transform our lives as Christians.

On-line registrations will be accepted after March 21 through the conference website (www.mississippi-
conference.org) or by contacting Registrar, Mark Butler, unidoctor@aol.com.  

For other questions contact Ellen Johnston, ellenjohnston95@hotmail.com.

[MSE] The Reverend Dr. Robert MacSwain, Assistant Professor of Theology and Ethics at the
School of Theology, University of the South will be at Gray Center September 16-17, 2011 to lead the
first conference of our “Sewanee at Gray Center” series, welcoming faculty from the University of the
South to Gray Center.  Dr. MacSwain completed his M.Div. at Princeton University and his Ph.D. at the
University of St. Andrew’s in Scotland.  He recently co-edited The Cambridge Companion to C.S. Lewis.

There are few Christians who have not ventured into Narnia, or wrestled with Screwtape, or
plumbed the depths of their faith with C.S. Lewis’ help.  Many of us have read and loved his books,
and continue to return to them through parish book studies or our own personal devotions.  

In dialogue with the Reverend Jennifer Deaton, Program Chair of the Center for Formation and
Mission, Dr. MacSwain shared that he was deeply influenced by the writings of Lewis early in his life
and journeyed back through their pages after seminary and his theological graduate studies.  He states, 

I was surprised to see how well his [Lewis’] thought had worn over the years- with some notable
exceptions! ... I became frustrated with how reactions to him seemed to fall into two extreme cate-
gories: uncritical devotion or unremitting hostility.  I thought that both Lewis’ friends and his foes
were doing him an injustice, and so conceived the idea of The Cambridge Companion to C.S. Lewis as
a way to change the conversation.

As to why he proposed the title “An Anglican Perspective on C. S. Lewis”, he responded,
First, Lewis is undoubtedly the most influential Anglican writer of the 20th century, and I think

contemporary Anglicans and Episcopalians still have much to learn from him.  Second, for various rea-
sons Lewis has been embraced by the American Evangelical community, which has caused some
Episcopalians to view him with suspicion.  I’d like to explore this situation in more detail, and try to
reclaim the “Anglican” Lewis.

During the conference Dr. MacSwain will primarily draw from Mere Christianity and Letters to
Malcolm.

We will begin with dinner on Friday evening and conclude late Saturday afternoon.  Those who
wish may stay over Saturday night as well for a more informal post-conference, fireside chat with Dr.
MacSwain and leave Sunday morning following worship.

The conference cost is $95 for double occupancy, and $115 for single occupancy. To stay for the
post-conference event, please add $70 per person.  Space will be limited to 40 participants.  To reserve
a space, or if you have any questions, please contact Jane Watts at jane@centerforministry.com or
Jennifer Deaton at deatonj@gosaints.org 

More information and registration details can be found at cffm.dioms.org

The Center for Formation and
Mission Inaugural Offering of 
“Sewanee at Gray Center”: 

An Anglican Perspective on C.S. Lewis

A Date To Remember: May 27-29, 2011
Bishop’s Barbeque Weekend, Gray Center, Canton

Dr. Rick deShazo, the Chairman of the Department of Medicine at the University Medical Center and
host of the radio program Southern Remedy which airs on MPB, uses Chapel of the Cross, Madison as
a site for a special that will air on Mississippi Public Television.  The subject of the program is obesi-
ty.  One part of the program features clergy and whether or not the physical health of communicants
falls under pastoral responsibility.  The show airs Wednesday, May 25 at 7p.m. on your local public
television channel. 
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EVENTS

May 2011

MAY
8
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Andrew’s Cathedral,
Jackson - 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
•Hope for Haiti Sunday

12-14
•Deacons’ Retreat, Gray Center

13-14
• Bishop’s Annual Stewardship Summit (BASS),
Gray Center, Canton

14
•Gray Center Board - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.,
Gray Center, Canton

15
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. James’, Jackson - 8:40
a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Paul’s, Columbus -
6:00 p.m.

17
• Fresh Start - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Trinity,
Hattiesburg

18
•Diocesan Trustees - 2:00 p.m., Allin House,
Jackson

19
• Fresh Start - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., All Saints’,
Tupelo
• Standing Committee - 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
Allin House, Jackson

20-22
• Seeds of Faith Conference, Mediator, Meridian

21
•Day of Repentance Service - 2:00 p.m., St.
Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson

22
• Bishop Gray visits:  Grace Church, Canton -
10:00 a.m.

22-24
• Presbyter Post-Ordination Consultation, Gray
Center, Canton

26
•Diocesan Finance Committee - 11:30 a.m. -
3:30 p.m., St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson

27-29
• Bishop’s Barbeque Weekend, Gray Center,
Canton

28
• Bishop’s Barbeque, Gray Center, Canton with
Silent Auction, Cardboard Regatta, Kids Korner
& much more!

29
• Bishop Gray celebrates at Closing Eucharist of
the Bishop’s Barbeque - 10:00 a.m.

30
• Allin House closed in observance of Memorial
Day

JUNE

30-June 4
• CBG Special Session I (ages 40+), Camp
Bratton Green, Canton
• CBG Pioneer Camp A (Cycling), Tennessee

2
•Diocesan Executive Committee - 11:30 a.m. -
3:30 p.m. - St. Andrew’s Cathedral

4
•Ordination to the Diaconate for Mr. Van
Bankston, Mr. Don Chancellor, Mr. Watson
Lamb, Mrs. Clelie McCandless and Mr. Seth
Walley - 10:30 a.m. - St. Andrew’s Cathedral

5
• Bishop Gray visits:  St. Paul’s, Woodville -
10:30 a.m

6-8
• Province IV House of Bishops - Kanuga,
Hendersonville, NC

8-10
• Province IV Synod - Kanuga, Hendersonville,
NC

6-11
• CBG Regular Session I (grades 7-9), Camp
Bratton Green, Canton

13-18
• CBG Regular Session II (grades 3-4), Camp
Bratton Green, Canton

17-22
• CBG Pioneer Camp B - Mississippi Gulf Coast

17-24
• Camp Caritas - Gray Center

20-24
• CBG Regular Session III (grades 5-6), Camp
Bratton Green, Canton

21
•Gray Center Executive Committee - 5:00 p.m.,
Allin House

25-July 2
• Cooperative College for Congregational
Development - Gray Center

27-July 1
• CBG Regular Session IV (grades 7-9), Camp
Bratton Green, Canton

28
•Deacons’ Council - 11:00 a.m. - Allin House

Churches respond
Continued from page 1

Also, checks may be sent to the newly created Mississippi Disaster Relief Fund to be administrated
by Bishop Gray, III.   Please note the piece about the fund in an article on this page.  

Picking up on Stephen’s gift card suggestion , the Rev. Jeff Reich, rector of St. John’s in Tupelo,
recently sent off $2,000.00 of cards for storm victims in Smithville.   

St. John’s, Laurel also served as a donation site as it partnered with two other Laurel churches.
Vestry member, Elizabeth Higgenbotham said that the parish sent two U-Haul trucks of relief supplies
on April 30th  and May 1st.  “ This wasn’t just a two or three church effort.  The whole community
pitched in.

“We had the most wonderful day and realizing just how many people we helped has gotten us
over the rough spots,” said Higginbotham. “Isn’t is awesome what can get accomplished when we all
join together and work for those in need! Truly an amazing week. Feel very blessed to be part of such a
warm, caring and giving community.”

One of the trucks from St. John’s went to Smithville and other to Tuscaloosa. Higgenbotham said
that the parish was the collection spot for a third truck which was scheduled to leave in first week of
May.  
Insurance issues

The Mississippi Department of Insurance is setting up a mobile assistance center  north of Amory
on Hwy 25 at the Monroe County Government Complex.  Insurance Commissioner Mike Chaney said
that he hopes this will help residents with the insurance claim process.

“Mississippi storm victims who are hiring laborers and contractors to remove trees and debris
from their damaged property are urged to save receipts so they may be properly reimbursed by their
insurance company,” said Chaney. 

Chaney noted that typically a homeowner will be paying someone for hourly labor.  It is advised
to ask the contractor in advance how many hours and how many people will be working on the job.

“A generally acceptable rate
for tree removal for example is
$50 -$60 per hour per person on
the crew.  There can be special cir-
cumstances which would make
that rate higher,” said Chaney.

The Mississippi Insurance
Department is available to assist
consumers at its Consumer
Hotline at 1-800-562-2957.

Again, please note how you
can give in the article on this page
regarding the creation of the
Mississippi Disaster Relief Fund.
Send all donations to the Diocese
of Mississippi, P.O. Box 23107,
Jackson, Ms 39225.
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The South Delta problem: the Yazoo Diversion Canal shown below flows into the Miss. River north of
the bridge at Vicksburg.  This canal empties all the water from the Yazoo River into the Miss. and it is
backing up, unable to drain.  The levee system holding the Yazoo in it's banks is expected to over-
flow. The integrity of these "back water" levees is the major concern.  Will they hold?  The main levees
of the Miss. River are expected to do well. The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency reports
2,200 residents in 12 river counties will have been evacuated with the predicted crests.  Thanks to
Rusty Robichaux, Mediator, Redeemer, McComb, Magnolia for the aerial view. 

Scott Lenoir/photo
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sends ecumenical Easter letter

Oak tree carved into Angel
[MSE] About 20 years ago, an oak tree in the yard of Christ Church, Bay St. Louis suffered damage from lighting and was trimmed back only

to have what life that was left in the tree destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  
Under the skillful hands of Marlin Miller the beloved oak tree, dubbed “Sophie” by Christ Church parishioner Lou Fly, was given new life

when the Ft. Walton Beach artist carved Sophie into an Angel. 
Miller has donated much of his time and skills to the Mississippi Coast since the storm carving many creations along the Highway 90. 
Conversations with Miller began two years ago according to Vestry Clerk Kathryn Larsen.  “It was worth the wait,” said Larsen.   

April 21, 2011
[Lambeth Palace] In his ecumenical Easter letter to the heads of other Christians churches and world
communions, Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams outlines some of the present-day tragedies
occurring around the world, but urges that “the victory is won: however terrible the conflict in the
present moment, the truth of God is not in danger of defeat.”
The full text of the letter follows.

‘In all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us’
(Romans 8.37)

As we look at a world in which violence and suffering seem to increase daily, the words of
Scripture that promise ‘victory’ may feel hard to believe. Japan still suffers from the terrible effects of
the great earthquake and tsunami, and the risk of nuclear catastrophe has not disappeared. Bigotry and
bloodshed have claimed the lives of Christians in many countries, not least in the tragic assassination
of Shahbaz Bhatti in Pakistan, and in the continuing ‘cleansing’ of Christian populations from Iraq.
Unrest in North Africa bears heavily on the lives of ordinary people and their families, while oppressive
rulers cling to their power. And elsewhere in Africa, civil wars and pandemic disease destroy the lives
and security of millions, especially children.

Yet, St Paul says not that we can hope for victory but that we have it. From what we know of
Paul’s life and the world he lived in, it cannot have been easier in his day than it is ours to believe such
a claim. But what the Apostle is saying is that there can be no doubt about the final purpose of God in
the world, and so no doubt of the final outcome of history for those who trust God. There is no simple
formula that will stop the sufferings of the present being appalling and inexplicable. There is only the
confidence that what has happened in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus declares a truth that no
power can conquer and no circumstances can frustrate.

God has, from all eternity, loved us: and, when we realise that fact, nothing else can finally shape
our minds and hearts. We are anchored in that love: it does not protect us from harm, or from hard
decisions, or from emotional turmoil and profound grief, or anger at the pain of the world. It simply
assures us that there is finally no contest between God’s love and the forces of disintegration in the
world and in the human spirit. When this unqualified love is denied and abused, even when it is
pushed away with the utmost arbitrary violence, it proves itself indestructible. The Crucified is raised
to life.

Two things—at least—follow. First, if God’s love is like this, no one can ever be seen as falling
outside its scope. No human person is ever less than the object of eternal self-giving attention and
delight. And that dictates how we see each and every person, those who seem to have no human hope,
those who do all they can to reject God and God’s truth, those who understand little or nothing of
God’s ways. It is because of this conviction that the oppression or suffering of any person is so deeply

painful and outrageous for the believer, who cries out to God for grace and mercy to transform such
situations.

Second, if the deepest truth is always this committed and indestructible love, even the smallest act
of service or compassion is worthwhile, a way of being in contact with the truth. It may seem to make
little difference, it may not guarantee success as we usually understand it, but it becomes part of the
current of truth flowing eternally against the lies and injustices of a world in which our own interest or
safety takes precedence over everything. We witness, even when we cannot be sure of persuading or
changing. How clearly this comes out in the courage of those Christian minorities who continue their
worship and service in the face of daily threats and attack; and how powerful a testimony this is to the
reality of the resurrection of the Son of God.

The victory is won: however terrible the conflict in the present moment, the truth of God is not in
danger of defeat. That is what we have been given as the ground of our trust and hope, and that is
what we must show in our reverence to human dignity in every person at every stage of life, and in our
willingness to do those small acts of humanity and pity and nurture that bring no reward but testify to
the character of our God as it has been shown to us once and for all in the Cross and Resurrection of
the Lord.

May his Spirit renew in us that reverence and that willingness as we seek to serve all who today
and tomorrow carry the burden of pain and injustice; and may God’s Kingdom come, with healing for
all.

I wish you every blessing and joy in the Easter season and in all that lies ahead.

+ Rowan Cantuar

The completed Angel of Christ Church, Bay St. Louis.The raw material — the dead tree.  After the first day of carving, the angel tree is
shaping up. 

Artist and tree carver Marlin Miller with the
uncompleted angel tree behind him. 


