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When the Rev. Libby Wade moved from 
Louisville to Paducah in 2005 to become 
rector of Grace Episcopal Church, she did 
not know what to expect, but she found 
out, as she said, that “there really was a lot 
going on in Paducah” and Grace “was a 
busy, busy place.”

Thanks to the Artist Relocation Program 
and the American Quilt Society’s annual 
show, Paducah is perhaps better known 
around the nation than in its home state. 
The western Kentucky city, located on 
the banks of the Ohio River, has been 
attracting artists from around the world 
since 2000 and a now-thriving community 
of artists in the reclaimed Lowertown 
neighborhood recently brought the 
community acclaim in such national 
newspapers and magazines as The New 
York Times, The Washington Post and 
American Artist.

The foresight and lively sense of 
creativity and community undergirding the 

revitalization of downtown Paducah can 
also be said to characterize Grace Church. 
Its congregation and staff is creative, 
insightful and resourceful as their rector, 
who is known in the diocese for various 
ministries, the most recent her role as the 
committee chair who spearheaded the 
planning for the presiding bishop’s visit 
last May.

Episcopalians from across the diocese 
will have a chance to see for themselves 
later this month when the 181st Diocesan 
Convention meets at Grace Church Feb. 
27-28 and they witness the work of 
members not only from Grace but also 
from the other host congregations: St. 
John’s, St. Paul’s, St. Peter’s and Trinity 
Fulton.

Not surprising, community is a major 
factor in the life of Grace and other 
Christian communities in Paducah and 
the region, as seen in the profiles inside. 
As Wade pointed out, area Christians 
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By Mary Jane Cherry
Episcopal News Editor

The Standing Committee, charged 
with instituting the process for selecting 
the eighth bishop of the Diocese of 
Kentucky, has retained a national 
consultant and selected the chairs 
of the Bishop Search and Transition 
committees. The Standing Committee 
expects to have both committees in place 
in time for a joint planning retreat set for 
Feb. 7-8.

The announcements came after the 
Standing Committee’s Jan. 7 meeting.

The Very Rev. Ronald Clingenpeel, a 
representative with the Episcopal Church 
Center’s Office of Pastoral Development, 
was hired as a consultant because he 
advises dioceses on the processes for 
discerning and electing new bishops and 
for planning the transition in leadership. 
Clingenpeel first met with the Standing 
Committee late last fall after Bishop Ted 
Gulick announced his plans to resign in 
2010. “We liked him so much that we 
decided to retain him,” said the Rev. Dr. 
Bill Watson, the Standing Committee 
president.

Heading up the committees that will do 
the work will be H. Alexander Campbell, 
who will chair the search committee, 
and the Rev. Dr. Rose Bogal-Allbritten, 

By Janet Irwin
Episcopal News Staff Writer

On a dark, wintry Sunday morning just 
before Christmas, the smells of coffee 
and sausage offered a special welcome 
to people who had gathered in Bishop’s 
Hall of Christ Church Cathedral to 
nourish their bodies and their spirits. In 
preparation, others had arrived in the 

kitchen around 7:30 a.m. and quickly and 
efficiently set tables, scrambled eggs, and 
baked biscuits. Without making a big deal 
about hurrying, they knew that by 8:45 
a.m. all had to be cleaned up.

Those folks (five or six cathedral 
communicants who are members of a 
service committee, study group or other 
parish organization) show up early 
on the first Sunday of every month to 
serve breakfast to some of downtown 
Louisville’s homeless people.

The cathedral breakfast volunteers 
are usually joined by parishioners, who 
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Sunday breakfasts bring homeless, 
cathedral communities together

Continued on page 7k

Convention hosts model ministry of community presence 
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Volunteers Larry Otto and Lee Cochran staff the cathedral’s steamtable during a recent breakfast.
Photos (above and inside) by Donald Vish
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recognize the need for cooperation, and 
instead of competing, the people of Grace 
regularly join Presbyterians, Methodists, 
members of the United Church of Christ 
and other churches in a variety of projects 
involving an Advent walk, reading camp, 
and Global Aid MDG outreach.

An innovative progam is “Faith in 
Film.” In an unusual alliance of business 
and ministry, people of faith have 
partnered with an independent movie 
theater that concentrates on classic films. 
Renting the theater on nights when it is 
normally closed, the group shows films 
that may not be labeled “Christian” but 
present thought-provoking, discussion-
generating themes. 

“Faith in Film” joins its siblings, “Faith 
in Fiction” and “Faith and TV,” which 

are discussion groups led by two Grace 
Church members Gerry Gutfreund and 
Matt Jaeger, both published authors. 

An unusual youth program brings 
together senior high students from 
Paducah and Fulton who meet at a 
local book store’s coffee shop, where 
discussion flows more freely than it might 
in a more staid, “churchy” setting.

These are just a few of the many 
programs involving Grace members 
that are making Christianity alive for 
the people of Paducah and beyond. The 
150-year-old congregation has about 500 
active members. Its ministries are detailed 
in a 26-page booklet. The list includes a 
diverse group of outreach programs such 
as the Seamen’s Church Institute, the 
Greater Paducah Sustainability Project, 
Habitat for Humanity and the Paducah 

Cooperative Ministry, an ecumenical 
community ministry that provides 
emergency funds, food, clothing and other 
help to area residents in need.

A particularly insightful outreach 
direction the church has taken, however, 
is its commitment to ministering to 
young adults between 25 and 40 years 
old. The group meets regularly at a local 
pub for theological discussion, under 
the leadership of the Rev. Ellen Ekevag, 
assistant rector at Grace Church and vicar 
at Trinity Church in Fulton.

“Grace has been a pioneer in 
developing intentional young adult 
ministry in the diocese over the last three 
years,” said Wade.

Exciting ministries that are supported 
by western Kentucky Episcopalians, 
however, extend well beyond Paducah and 
involve all of the Episcopal congregations 
comprising the Four Rivers Deanery. In 
addition to the five churches hosting the 
convention, the deanery includes Grace 
(Hopkinsville), St. Mary’s (Madisonville) 
and Trinity (Owensboro). Inside, on pages 
4 and 5, may be found profiles of the other 
convention hosts.

Standing Committee names chairs
Continued from page 1k
who will lead the transition committee. 
Campbell, a Louisville attorney, is the 
senior warden at St. Mark’s Church 
in Louisville and a member of the 
Diocesan Committee on Canons. 
Bogal-Allbritten, the deacon of the 
Four Rivers Deanery, is also the 
director of the School of Ministry 
and the coordinator of Education for 
Ministry programs in the diocese. 
The appointments come at the end of 
a process of several months, during 
which Standing Committee members 
developed a list of about 20 persons 
that they thought would be able to 
lead such an endeavor, according to 
Watson. “We based this on what we 
knew of their work in the diocese in the 
past, their commitment, faithfulness, 
character, experience and ability to lead,” 
he noted. “We then began to pray and 
discern who might be called to lead. We 
then narrowed it down to four persons for 
each committee. We prayed and discerned 
some more, and then each member of 
the Standing Committee ranked the four 
candidates. The two highest vote getters 
were then called and they both accepted 
the call.”

Explaining the responsibilities of each 
committee, Watson said that the search 
committee has two major tasks.  First, 
it must develop a profile of the diocese 

after it has surveyed the clergy and laity 
to identify “their hopes and dreams for 
the diocese,” said Watson.  The profile, 
which will be sent to dioceses and posted 

online, is very important because it will 
establish the qualities of leadership that 
the diocese is seeking, he noted. The 
committee also will be responsible for 
soliciting nominations; interviewing and 
visiting nominees; and discerning a slate 
of nominees that will be considered at a 
special diocesan convention for electing a 
new bishop.

The transition committee has three 
main responsibilities:  it assists in Bishop 
Gulick’s transition to his retirement; it 
organizes the “walk about,” a weekend 
long series of meetings with the slate 
of candidates at several locations in 
the diocese; and it manages the special 
electing convention, and the transition and 

reception of the new bishop, including the 
installation and consecration service.

At press time, the Standing Committee 
was in the process of discerning the 

committees’ membership, which it 
expected to have been completed by 
the beginning of this month.

“We have had a really tremendous 
response of people who want to 
serve on the committees,” said 
Watson. “Approximately five 
dozen, 60 or so people applied, and 
we can’t have that many on the 
committees.” In addition, not every 
church sent nominations.  “Our 
work is to be sure there is balance, 
and if there isn’t balance it is our 
task to find that balance and solicit 

it,” Watson said.  “We’re in the process of 
prayerfully discerning it and calling and 
asking people.” 
     Both committees will meet for the first 
time at the retreat at All Saints’ Episcopal 
Conference Center, where they will meet 
with the Standing Committee, hear from 
Bishop Gulick (who will preside over 
Holy Eucharist with them), and work with 
the national consultant. The consultant, 
Watson said, will explain the whole 
process and help the committees establish 
the structures and timelines necessary for 
them to complete their responsibilities. 
“Basically,” Watson said, “the retreat 
will set into process the work of the 
committees.”

Alex Campbell Rose Bogal-Allbritten
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By Leslie Newman
Trustee, University of South

The University of the South, 
Sewanee, has published its 2008 annual 
report to the Diocese of Kentucky. 
Twenty undergraduate students come 
from the Diocese of Kentucky, of whom 
six are Episcopalian (five are from 
Louisville and one from Paducah).

The diocese also has one seminary 
student at Sewanee: Christ Church 
Cathedral’s Dean Mark Bourlakas, who 
is pursuing a Doctor of Ministry degree.

Located atop the Cumberland Plateau 
between Nashville and Chattanooga, 
Sewanee’s 13,000-acre campus — the 
second largest campus in the United 
States, the University of the South was 
founded in 1857 and chartered in 1858. 
It is the only university in the country 
with both a college and graduate 
seminary established by The Episcopal 
Church and with Episcopal lay and 
clergy members actively involved 
in its governing board, composed of 
trustees from the 28 owning dioceses 
and from the alumni association. Bishop 
Ted Gulick and Bourlakas serve as the 
diocese’s clergy representatives, and 
Bob Nesmith and Leslie Newman are its 
lay representatives.

In 2008, a new system of need-
based financial aid was implemented 
to reduce economic hardship for 
seminary families and to minimize 
the burden of debt after graduation. A 
Preview Weekend, an event designed 
to introduce potential seminarians to 
community life, theological learning 
and formation for ministry, will be held 
Feb. 29-March 2.

Too lengthy to be reproduced in 
The Episcopal News, a copy of the 
full report is available upon request 
by contacting Sewanee trustee Leslie 
Newman at lnewman@kdblaw.com or 
by calling 270-826-4870.

Sewanee’s annual
report is available

Pre-Convention Workshop!
Come Early

  
Faith and the Environmental 
Crisis:  How Then Shall We 

Live?
2 – 4 p.m. (CT) Friday, Feb. 27

Grace Church, Paducah

Where do we begin? 
What claims does it have on our 
Christian lives?  
How do we set priorities?

The Rev. Dr. Jerry Cappel will 
lead this workshop and discussion 
on discerning a faithful Anglican 
response to the broad range of 
environmental issues today. Having 
trained with Al Gore, Cappel  will 
present a small portion of Gore’s “An 
Inconvenient Truth” presentation.

If you wish to attend the free 
workshop, RSVP at 502-368-1146 or 
revcappel@bellsouth.net.

The workshop is hosted by the Peace 
and Justice Committee of the Diocese of 
Kentucky.

Mea culpa 
An article in the January issue of 

Episcopal News incorrectly identified 
the day that Bishops Ted Gulick 
and Sean Rowe would give their 
“Generation to Generation Dialogue.” 
As listed correctly in the convention 
schedule published in that paper, the 
dialogue will be on Saturday, Feb. 27.
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Prayer books for 
military available 
     A new, condensed version of the 
Book of Common Prayer developed 
for those serving in the armed forces 
may be obtained through Calvary 
Episcopal Church in Louisville.

Calvary purchased a small supply 
of these prayer books, which were 
condensed in size so that people 
serving in the military could more 
easily carry them. The prayer books 
have been blessed by Calvary’s rector, 
the Rev. Ned Morris.  

Calvary will send a copy to anyone 
in the diocese who has a family 
member serving in the military. For 
more information or to obtain a copy, 
contact the rector at Calv821@aol.
com or Carolyn Snow at snow.
cottage@insightbb.com. 

Martha Holland and Craig Lynch
St. Andrew’s Church, Louisville

Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
Louisville sent 14 people to Belize last 
October to build a house. They returned 
having built lasting friendships among 
themselves and the people of Belize.

The modest, two-room house will be 
home to two adults and five children. It 
has one door in the front, six louvered 
windows and a small section in the back 
for a bathroom when the family can afford 
plumbing.

The homeowner, Lyn Annette Ellington, 
28, will share the new house with her 
sisters, Virgin, 22, and Minette, 5. Their 
mother died in the summer. The other 
children are Lyn Annette’s daughters, 
Lynette, 10, and Loraine, 5; her 18-month-
old son, Dennis; and Virgin’s son, Lester, 
2.

Hand In Hand Ministries
St. Andrew’s has a history of mission 

work, including a trip to the Dominican 
Republic, and individual parishioners 
have worked around the globe, from 
Nepal to Nicaragua. However, a recent 
mission trip to rebuild a flood-damaged 
home in Auxier, Ky., under the auspices of 
Hand in Hand Ministries, fueled several 
parishioners’ desire to participate in an 
international trip.

The Louisville-based international 
social service organization is devoted to 
providing “life’s essentials to the poorest 
of the poor, giving them dignity today 
and hope for tomorrow.” It supplied St. 
Andrew’s team with detailed preparation 
guidelines, travel arrangements and, 
once they arrived in Belize City, a trip 
coordinator. She not only took them 
to their lodging, but also drove them 
everywhere, explained local customs and 
landmarks, and generally “mothered” 
them throughout their stay.

With the help of Hand in Hand’s 
construction advisers, the team of soft-
handed volunteers learned a lot about 
building and completed the house in just 
three and a half days. Because it is located 
near standing water, the team devoted the 
first day 
to placing  
stilts and 
laying 
plywood 
floors. 
The 
second 
day, they 
framed 
walls and 
installed 
the 
siding, 
and by 
day’s end 
had raised 
the four 
exterior 
walls 
and one 
interior 
wall. On 
the third 
day, the 
team built 
the roof and installed window louvers. 
On the fourth morning, they painted the 
exterior.

All was not construction during the trip. 
The team arrived in time to attend the 
blessing for Hand in Hand’s 100th house, 
and each evening they were introduced to 
various Hand in Hand programs. Besides 
the Building For Change Program, which 
involved St. Andrew’s team, Hand in Hand 
also provides child-care for young children 
affected by HIV/AIDS; helps eight schools 
provide meals to students without a 

reliable source of healthy, nutritious food; 
and offers scholarships to  30 high school 
and college students every year.

Nor was all work for the team. Although 
flooding kept them from visiting Mayan 
ruins, the group visited Old Belize, a 

Central American Williamsburg, and on 
their last night they enjoyed a concert of 
Garifuna song and dance. (The Garifuna 
people have their roots in the Caribe and 
Arawak tribes and Africans who escaped 
colonial plantations.)

House Blessing
On the final morning, the St. Andreans 

went shopping, for souvenirs to take 
home and for gifts to leave with their 
new family. When they returned to the 
newly built house for the dedication, 
to their delight they found the gift that 

they had ordered before they left Kentucky 
for Belize: an Amish dining table and 
chairs. On it were piled boxes of food, 
toothbrushes, soap, cleaning supplies and 
toys for the children.

At the end of the service, Martha 
Holland spoke on behalf of the group, 
confessing to Lyn Annette that they had 
left Kentucky thinking they were sent 
to serve her. Instead, she admitted, the 
team found they had been called to Belize 
so she could serve them. Lyn Annette, 
said Holland, gave the St. Andreans 
an opportunity to grow, stretch and be 
uncomfortable in new ways, for which 
they will always be grateful.

[The mission group has posted about 75 
of 500 photos at www.MySaintAndrews.org. 
Team members are also available to visit 
organizations that want to learn more about the 
immersion trip,]

Local photojournalist inspires Calvary youth’s Heifer project
By Callie Hausman 

with Calvary Church Youth
The Youth Group members 

at Calvary Church in Louisville 
initiated an Advent project to benefit 
the Heifer International organization 
and invited the congregation to meet 
a challenging goal with them.

Their goal was to raise enough 
money to purchase several animals 
for families in developing and war-
torn countries.

A characteristic of Heifer 
International that engaged Calvary’s 
youth may inspire others: its well 
thought-out vision, mission and 
strategy to work with communities 
to end hunger, poverty and abuse 
of the earth. It asks recipients of 
its gifts to give in turn, by sharing 
their animals’ offspring and the 
knowledge, resources, and skills they 
have developed — a strategy that sets 
in place an expanding global network of 
hope, dignity and self-reliance.

Its story came into focus for Calvary 
youth literally through compelling 
pictures by a local photojournalist, Geoff 

Oliver Bugbee. His assignment, they 
learned, was to document the impact of 
the animals on the recipient families’ 
quality of life. In later meetings, Bugbee 
also spoke about how carefully Heifer 
works to initiate and sustain its projects.

Now committed to the project, the 

youth learned it had 
special significance 
for a Calvary family 
that had adopted two 
children from Russia 
a few years ago who 
remembered sadly 
that their cow had 
been slaughtered.

By the first Sunday 
of Advent, the youth 
had met their goal, 
collecting enough 
money to buy several 
bee hives, a goat, a 
sheep, a llama and a 
share in a heifer.

A statement in a 
Heifer publication 
summed up the urgent 
need and profound 

simplicity of their approach that makes 
the Calvary youth’s project seem all the 
more resourceful: “With all the money 
donated to help famine around the world, 
with all the grandiose plans conceived to 
conquer poverty, sometimes all it takes to 
save a child is a goat!” 

St. Andreans build home, relationships in Belize

 Episcobits 

Readers’ Forum

St. Andrew’s mission team poses with the family and friends of the Belize homeowners in front 
of the home they built together. Front row, Left to Right:  Libby MacLean, holding Ajean. Sar-
ah Acland, Cam Norman, Lorraine, Lynette, Minette, Virgin. Back rows, left to right: Alfonso, 
Rob Nolan, Suellen Nolan, Pat Willis, Nancy Matyunas, Beto, Tom Capes, Jeannine Schaffer, 
Martha Holland, Lyn Annette, Carol Kassai, Candy Parrack, Ben Maas, Craig Lynch. Photos 

provided by St. Andrew’s Church

Calvary youth work on the fundraising project to raise their congregation’s awareness 
of Heifer International. Photo provided by Calvary
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By Margaret Ann Oates
Contributing Writer

On the evening of Oct. 11, worshipers at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Paducah could 
have been in Canterbury with Thomas 
Cranmer for all they heard. Attending 
Choral Evensong that particular day, they 
heard the spiritual words and music of the 
English Renaissance, the beginning of the 
Anglican Church.

The Evensong closed a daylong 
Renaissance Faire, the congregation’s 
second, their first one having been held in 
2006. The Book of Common Prayer used 
for the service was published in 1662; its 
words, though familiar to Episcopalians, 
were Elizabethan. The worshipers, though 
primarily American Episcopalians, 
were much like the first Anglicans, a 
community gathered for prayer.

Earlier that day, visitors to the church 
encountered a thriving Renaissance 
marketplace, its inhabitants ready to 
entertain and transact business. They 
included crafts men and women creating 
baskets, lace, honey products, food and 
cookies, an herbalist, musicians, a high 
sheriff complete with stocks, a bookseller, 
and a variety of other characters roaming 
the Faire (including a woman in a priest’s 
cassock accompanied by calls for her to be 
put in the stocks for heresy.)

The “town’s people” came in a steady 
stream to browse and buy and interact 
with the crafts people and entertainers.

As the “tatters and bobbin” lace makers 
worked, they chatted freely with passers-
by, swapping bobbins and knotting threads 
in rhythm with their conversation. The 
magician pleased a crowd of watchers 
as he performed skillful slights of hand. 
When the children were not studying the 
magician, they gathered in a tent with 
games overseen by Grace youth members.

The basket maker told a story about 

a visit he made to a school class, where 
a student, an autistic child, watched 
intently as the man wove his basket. 
After a time, the weaver asked if the boy 
would like to make a basket. When all 
was agreed, the boy sat next to the basket 
maker and contentedly wove baskets with 
considerable skill. The basket weaver and 
the boy’s teachers were delighted with this 
moment of accomplishment for the child.

The Renaissance Faire, headed by Grace 
organist Judy Bray and an energetic crew 
of volunteers, is the congregation’s gift of 
creativity and sharing in the vibrant arts 
life of Paducah. The booths, free to the 
crafters and artists, were spaced across the 
west lawn of Grace’s churchyard.

The Faire did not end, however, with 
the choral service Saturday evening. On 
Sunday morning, the 1549 prayer book 
was used for Eucharist, offering one 
more glimpse of the Episcopal Church’s 
heritage.

Five churches that model ministries of community presence in western Kentucky
Grace opens wide its doors, shares 
Anglican heritage with community

By Mary Jane Cherry
Episcopal News Editor

“Can you imagine that we had a hurricane 
in Kentucky? Do you know where it got 
started?” Doug Moore, a member of St. 
Peter’s of the Lakes Episcopal Church, asked 
nine-year-old Amber. She didn’t.

“Africa,” he answered, and then he 
explained the path of Hurricane Ike, 
whose winds ripped through Kentucky last 
September.

“That’s a really long way,” she observed, 
giggling. 

Moore has said it is largely 
because of a hurricane that he was 
at Jonathan Elementary School that 
day last September tutoring Amber. 
Sixteen years ago, he and his wife 
Sally survived Hurricane Andrew 
in south Florida. After that, he said, 
“we really started to give back.”

St. Peter’s members can be 
depended upon for “giving back” 
to their community. For nearly 
eight years, members of the 
church, located on Kentucky Lake 
near Kentucky Dam State Park, 
have volunteered their time and 
resources to help the elementary 
school. Though not a large 
church, St. Peter’s contributions 
to the school are considerable, 
according to Melanie Thompson, 
the coordinator of the family resource centers 
at the school, who said their students come 
from some of Marshall County’s “poorer” 
families.

In addition to supplying tutors and 
mentors, the church has regularly sent a 
contingent of volunteers to help operate 
games at the PTA’s fall festivals and  for two 
years funded the after-school tutoring for 
a youngster, now in the fourth grade, who 
“would not have made it this far had it not 
been for that help.” She said she also can 
depend on St. Peter’s members’ generosity. 
“They have helped me more financially than 
most of the big churches in this community,” 
Thompson said.

This is just one example of St. Peter’s 
dedication to serving its community. The 
church has traditionally hosted blood drives 
five times a year, and parish administrator 
Louise McLean proudly noted that the 
congregation typically has brought out more 
donors than a nearby church with 160 to 200 
members. The church also has “adopted” a 

soldier serving in Afghanistan and befriended 
his wife,

St. Peter’s was started in 1964 as a mission 
congregation of Grace Episcopal Church in 
Paducah, according to the Rev. Nick Jaeger, 
well familiar with its past and current history. 
Jaeger was rector of Grace for 18 years, until 
his retirement about four years ago. “I love 
the congregation,” said Jaeger, who is St. 
Peter’s priest associate, a part-time position. 
“I came here with the understanding that they 
wanted to grow and take responsibility for 
their own, non-pastoral needs. The church 

lost about half its congregation  
in response to the Episcopal 
Church’s consecration of an 
openly gay bishop and those 
who remained, Jaeger said, 
“decided to become a beacon 
of inclusivity” in a “very closed 
community whose residents 
don’t want change.”

Since then, St. Peter’s 
membership has  tripled, and 
it has welcomed homosexuals, 
five or six new families and 
eight children, he said. Four 

years ago, the church had 11 or 12 members.
Like Thompson, Jaeger noted their 

generosity. Last spring, for example, the 
congregation raised $1,000 for the bishop’s 
appeal, the Alleluia Fund, an extraordinary 
amount “percentage wise,” he noted. In 
addition, they have sent mission teams to 
the Gulf Coast, assisted with the sheriffs’ 
Boys and Girls Camp, and 100 percent of the 
members have participated in its annual drive 
to collect Christmas gifts for children in the 
community.

Observing that churches “often become 
known for one thing” such as the “place 
where the doors are open every day” or 
“serves those with special needs,” St. 
Peter’s, he said, is known for its very diverse 
congregation. “We don’t have a lot of 
everybody but we have people who are blue 
collar workers, retired and just starting out,” 
he said.

“One of the reasons that keeps me coming 
here is the excitement of the configuration,” 
he said. “They are very committed.”

St. Peter’s opts to be ‘beacon’ 
of inclusivity and generosity

Grace 
Church,
Paducah

St. John’s
Church,
Murray

St. Paul’s Church,
Hickman

St. Peter’s  of the Lakes,
Gilbertsville

Trinity Church,
Fulton

Photos provided by Rayla’s Fiber Focus

Top photo: Doug Moore tutors Amber, a Jonathan Elementary School 
student. Above: St. Peter’s is a regular site for Red Cross blood drives.
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Five churches that model ministries of community presence in western Kentucky

By Mary Jane Cherry
Episcopal News Editor

“Can you imagine that we had a hurricane 
in Kentucky? Do you know where it got 
started?” Doug Moore, a member of St. 
Peter’s of the Lakes Episcopal Church, asked 
nine-year-old Amber. She didn’t.

“Africa,” he answered, and then he 
explained the path of Hurricane Ike, 
whose winds ripped through Kentucky last 
September.

“That’s a really long way,” she observed, 
giggling. 

Moore has said it is largely 
because of a hurricane that he was 
at Jonathan Elementary School that 
day last September tutoring Amber. 
Sixteen years ago, he and his wife 
Sally survived Hurricane Andrew 
in south Florida. After that, he said, 
“we really started to give back.”

St. Peter’s members can be 
depended upon for “giving back” 
to their community. For nearly 
eight years, members of the 
church, located on Kentucky Lake 
near Kentucky Dam State Park, 
have volunteered their time and 
resources to help the elementary 
school. Though not a large 
church, St. Peter’s contributions 
to the school are considerable, 
according to Melanie Thompson, 
the coordinator of the family resource centers 
at the school, who said their students come 
from some of Marshall County’s “poorer” 
families.

In addition to supplying tutors and 
mentors, the church has regularly sent a 
contingent of volunteers to help operate 
games at the PTA’s fall festivals and  for two 
years funded the after-school tutoring for 
a youngster, now in the fourth grade, who 
“would not have made it this far had it not 
been for that help.” She said she also can 
depend on St. Peter’s members’ generosity. 
“They have helped me more financially than 
most of the big churches in this community,” 
Thompson said.

This is just one example of St. Peter’s 
dedication to serving its community. The 
church has traditionally hosted blood drives 
five times a year, and parish administrator 
Louise McLean proudly noted that the 
congregation typically has brought out more 
donors than a nearby church with 160 to 200 
members. The church also has “adopted” a 

soldier serving in Afghanistan and befriended 
his wife,

St. Peter’s was started in 1964 as a mission 
congregation of Grace Episcopal Church in 
Paducah, according to the Rev. Nick Jaeger, 
well familiar with its past and current history. 
Jaeger was rector of Grace for 18 years, until 
his retirement about four years ago. “I love 
the congregation,” said Jaeger, who is St. 
Peter’s priest associate, a part-time position. 
“I came here with the understanding that they 
wanted to grow and take responsibility for 
their own, non-pastoral needs. The church 

lost about half its congregation  
in response to the Episcopal 
Church’s consecration of an 
openly gay bishop and those 
who remained, Jaeger said, 
“decided to become a beacon 
of inclusivity” in a “very closed 
community whose residents 
don’t want change.”

Since then, St. Peter’s 
membership has  tripled, and 
it has welcomed homosexuals, 
five or six new families and 
eight children, he said. Four 

years ago, the church had 11 or 12 members.
Like Thompson, Jaeger noted their 

generosity. Last spring, for example, the 
congregation raised $1,000 for the bishop’s 
appeal, the Alleluia Fund, an extraordinary 
amount “percentage wise,” he noted. In 
addition, they have sent mission teams to 
the Gulf Coast, assisted with the sheriffs’ 
Boys and Girls Camp, and 100 percent of the 
members have participated in its annual drive 
to collect Christmas gifts for children in the 
community.

Observing that churches “often become 
known for one thing” such as the “place 
where the doors are open every day” or 
“serves those with special needs,” St. 
Peter’s, he said, is known for its very diverse 
congregation. “We don’t have a lot of 
everybody but we have people who are blue 
collar workers, retired and just starting out,” 
he said.

“One of the reasons that keeps me coming 
here is the excitement of the configuration,” 
he said. “They are very committed.”

By Janet Irwin
with Rose Bogal-Allbritten 

About St. John’s, their deacon, the 
Rev. Dr. Rose Bogal-Allbritten, observed: 
“Everybody, from children through seniors, 
is aware that they are doing ministry by what 
they do in the community – outside the walls 

of the church.”

Evidence of the truth of that statement 
abounds. The people of St. John’s have 
fingers in many community pies, regardless 
of who or where the priest may be. The Rev. 
Matt Bradley, the priest in charge, noted 
that even though the Rev. David Simmons, 
the previous rector who was called to a 
parish in Wisconsin a few months before 
Bradley arrived last June, the ministry of 
the church did not falter. The congregation 
continued to support The Need Line, a 
food pantry, and Angel’s Attic, a thrift shop 
founded by the people of St. John’s and now 
run by members of several congregations 
supplying much of the financial support for 
Angel’s Clinic, a local free clinic for the 
uninsured.

In addition, individual parishioners bring 
Christ into their community as volunteers 
at a variety of other ministries, including 
Red Cross blood drives, two nursing homes, 
Hospice, Habitat for Humanity and the 
Humane Society.

This winter, St. John’s has  joined several 
congregations to support the Warming 
Shelter, which offers warm meals and 
a place to sleep when the temperature 
falls below 32 degrees for “the invisible 
homeless,” those who are sleeping in 
sheltered spots outside, in a car, or, for the 
lucky, a tent.

The congregation also continues to give 
two percent of the Sunday plate offerings to 
the Food Pantry every week.

St. John’s has been embedded in the 
Murray community and tied to the campus 
since 1955, when the Rev. Frank Cayce, 
priest in charge in missions in Fulton, 
Hickman and Mayfield, noticed “there were 
a few Episcopalians in Murray,” according 
to its history published online. Twenty-six 
attended the first evening service at the 
Murray Women’s Club; nearly a fourth of 
them college students. The next spring, St. 
John’s was established as a mission with 15 
communicants. That same year one of the 
church’s most significant outreach ministries 
was formed by Cayce: Canterbury Club, 
serving Murray State students.

In 2007, the congregation achieved a 
milestone: diocesan convention passed a 
resolution granting it full parish status.

Readers of its history will also get a 
glimpse of the historic, socially instrumental 
role the church’s clergy and laity have 
played in their community. In the mid-
1960s, for example, St. John’s members 

and its priest served on the Christian Social 
Concerns Committee and worked on behalf 
of race relations. One result of their work 
was the opening of a swimming pool open 
to all people.

In addition, the church had an 
instrumental role in organizing the United 
Campus Ministry at Murray State, a Senior 
Citizen’s Program, a Spouse Abuse Hotline 
and Safe House, and Angel’s Attic, the only 
thrift store in the community.

Today the slowly, but steadily growing 
congregation numbers around 75 most 
Sundays. As in the past, St. John’s members 
continue to emphasize service beyond 
church grounds, and their service is not 
limited to their community. Parishioners 
have made five trips to Camp Coast Care 
in Mississippi, and its children, looking 
beyond their national borders, bought a 
water buffalo and bees through the Heifer 
Project.

As their Web site notes in describing 
their adoption of their namesake’s ancient 
symbol, the Eagle “signif[ies] that God’s 
power lifts us up as on eagles’ wings and 
bears us through both joy and sorrow. We 
are a parish community that cares what goes 
on both inside and outside the walls of our 
church.”

Elizabeth R. Jones
Contributing Writer 

There are two lasting bequests we give 
our children. One is roots. The other is 
wings. Hodding Carter Jr.

In December 1842, Nathaniel Newlin 
Cowgill and his family put down roots 
in the western most part of our state. 
It just so happened he was an ordained 
Episcopal priest. 

Coming by flatboat down the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers to Mills Point (now 
Hickman) in Hickman County (now 
Fulton County), he founded St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, which is generally 
considered to be the 
“Mother Church” to 
Episcopalians in the 
Jackson Purchase 
area. But Cowgill 
didn’t stop there.

Traveling by 
horseback and 
boat, he organized 
Christ Church in 
Columbus in 1843 
and three years later 
he started Grace 
Church in Paducah 

in 1846. He also formed a “preaching 
station,” or outpost, in Fulton, which 
became Trinity Church in 1880.

Both St. Paul’s and Trinity survive 
today as mission churches. In 1959 when 
Trinity was building a new facility on its 
current site, Christ Church, Columbus, 
decided to join the Fulton congregation. 
The church in Fulton bears two 
cornerstones in honor of the parishes’ 
blending. Today the church has an active 
membership of 46.

To this day, descendents of Cowgill 
are among the membership at St. Paul’s, 
which has eight active members.

While sustaining two churches in an 
area of notable socio-economic decline 
has had its challenges, members have 
been and are committed to finding 

innovative approaches 
to make the situation 
work.

Community outreach 
is often conducted in 
a combined ministry 
for power in numbers. 
Fellowship and 
worship are exchanged 
between the two 
church grounds and 
parishioners on a 
regular basis. The 
churches share a vicar: 
the Very Rev. Ellen 
Ekevag, who is also 
dean of the Four 
Rivers Deanery and 
is an associate rector 
at Paducah’s Grace 
Church, a part-time 
position. The Rev. 
Cowgill should be 

pleased that his tradition of intrepid 
missionary work is alive and well in this 
modern age.

No contribution from any member at 
St. Paul’s or Trinity is considered too 
small. Creative solutions have been 
developed for areas such as active 
youth ministry, building and grounds 
support, budgetary issues and the like. 
The people who worship here truly 
believe that infinite possibilities are 
born of faith. They also wouldn’t trade 
the countless ways in which they are 
able to experience God’s blessings in 
this rural setting. All quietly go about 
spreading their wings and taking flight in 
the call to pass on Christian love; all the 
while, they sustain the roots of Anglican 
worship that are so deeply a part of their 
life story.

Trinity, St. Paul’s, rooted in 
faith, share missionary history 

Church is just the place where 
ministry begins at St. John’s 

St. Peter’s opts to be ‘beacon’ 
of inclusivity and generosity

In the top photo is Virgnia Clark and her son Rice at his baptism at Trinity 
Church, Fulton. In the center and bottom photos are volunteers from St. 
Paul’s Church, Hickman, and Trinity, Fulton, who jointly formed a team 

to participate in a regional fundraising event, Relay for Life. In the center 
photo are St. Paul’s members Shirley White and Ray Nobel. In the bottom 

photo are Tim Graham and Trinity youth members. The relay became a way 
for the parish’s members to meet and the impetus for future joint outreach 

ventures. Photos by Elizabeth Jones

Left, St. John’s preschool class 
learns about baptism from their 
teacher Renee Howell. Below, 
in the center of the photo, are 
Sandra Crawford (l) and Rose 
Bogal-Allbritten (r), two members 
of the St. John’s misison team  to 
Camp Coast Care. Pictured with 
them are the “site” supervisor and 
a volunteer from Illinois, whose 
names were unavailable.

Top photo: Doug Moore tutors Amber, a Jonathan Elementary School 
student. Above: St. Peter’s is a regular site for Red Cross blood drives.
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Bishop forecasts 2009 will be year of creative preservation
By Mary Jane Cherry

Episcopal News Editor
 On Jan. 8, Bishop Ted Gulick sat for 

an interview to reflect on the past year 
and to look ahead as the diocese begins a 
new year amid extraordinarily challenging 
economic times. The diocese at that time 
was preparing its 2009 budget to be sent 
to the annual convention and the Standing 
Committee was in the process of forming 
the committees to handle the work 
necessary to find and call a new bishop.

During the 50-minute interview, the 
bishop not only spoke about the financial 
challenges our congregations and 
diocese are facing, but he also looked 
at the blessings of 2008, which include 
increasing numbers of new Episcopalians 
in our churches.

In addition, he addressed questions 
about congregational pledging practices 
and audits, the latter  a cause for concern 
at last year’s convention because audits 
are required in order for congregations to 
be properly credentialed at convention. 
The bishop said he expect a tougher 
standard to be applied this year because 
new, streamlined audit procedures 
made it easier for churches to meet the 
requirement.

The questions and bishop’s responses 
follow:

How would you characterize 2008 in 
our congregational and diocesan life?

I think this was a great year in the 
Diocese of Kentucky. I don’t have the 
final figures but I believe that we had 
an increase of over 40 percent in our 
confirmations and receptions. People 
are really finding the Episcopal Church 
to be a wonderful place to live their life 
in Jesus Christ. One of the great things 
about being the bishop is that you get to 
hear stories from people every week who 
have chosen the Episcopal Church, and 
you hear these articulate reasons why they 
are Episcopalians and how life giving 
our church is for them. For people like 
myself, a lifelong Episcopalian, it’s very 
important to hear the stories why people 
choose this church….

You meet with all of those to be 
confirmed and received beforehand, 
don’t you?

Most churches make it possible for 
me to meet with them, and increasingly, 
which is something I love, I frequently 
teach a class or I’m part of several classes 
leading up to their confirmations. ... The 
dean [of the cathedral] and I are having 
conversations about how I might be a 
part of the Louisville-area preparation for 
them….

So there have just been some 
particularly memorable conversations 
that I’ve had this year with people who 
have made such focused and intentional 
decisions to become a part of the 
Episcopal Church. We’re seeing larger 
numbers than we have seen. That’s just so 
encouraging, week after week ….

Any high points this year?
I would say that [Presiding Bishop] 

Katharine’s visit was a hugely positive 
event. … As I mentioned earlier, I’ve 
been an Episcopalian all of my life, but 
I think I can say this … I believe the 

best liturgy I’ve ever experienced in the 
Episcopal Church was the service we 
had under the tent at All Saints’. In my 
ministry, as a bishop I am a liturgical 
chameleon. By that I mean, I try to not 
compromise the liturgical environment 
where I find myself. …. So every week 
I try to adapt to the environment I’m in, 
and I would say that liturgy under that 
tent really expressed my own personal 
core values of what worship should be 
like.

I loved the celebrative and very 
participatory nature of the music by those 
young people from St. Luke’s, Anchorage, 
with their instruments, lending their 
talents and their voices. They had 
obviously prepared, but they weren’t 
overly practiced. They were offering their 
best to the glory of God. It was very alive 
and unique to our part of the world and 
very appropriate for that occasion.

You have adults claiming their faith 
and being baptized in that lovely pool 
that Suzanne Barrow invented for the 
occasion. I saw someone who has yearned 
to claim his Christian faith since he was a 
protestor at Tiananmen Square in China, 
and I watched the waters of baptism flow 
over him and his wife and his baby. Then 
to have those wonderful quilts, where we 
didn’t isolate or warehouse the children. 
… Our children were the treasured center 
and not the periphery. And to have deer 
in the background and hawks circling the 
tent—creation itself gave us pretty good 
encouragement. It was such a beautiful 
day, and the congregation was so diverse 
(age-wise, racially ...). They came from 
every parish and were so well prepared 
for the experience. To see 38 people 
confirmed from so many congregations, 
and babies and adults being baptized — it 
was just very exciting.

Other high points? Any low points?
The two people from our diocese who 

were ordained priests, Anne Vouga and 
Matthew Bradley, and the two deacons 
to be ordained priests this winter, Mitch 
Bojarksky [who was ordained Jan. 
11] and Emily Schwartz [who will be 
ordained March 25], are such talented, 

gifted individuals. The ministries and the 
gifts that they bring to our church are one 
of the ways I think God is lavishing God’s 
love on this diocese. To be a part of their 
formation, to nurture them through the 
ordination process and to be the bishop 
that actually ordains them is a personal 
high point.

I’ve loved the gatherings with the 
clergy we’ve had this year. Ember Day 
meetings have been very substantive this 
year. [The clergy gather four times a year 
on particular days in the church calendar 
year when it’s traditional to pray for the 
church.]...

This was [youth director] Ben Linder’s 
last summer at All Saints’ camp; he had 
a wonderful staff. I missed being a part 
of it because the Lambeth Conference 
took me away…. It was really sad to lose 
Ben, but his departure has been balanced, 
of course, by having a person with Beth 
Bojarksky’s gifts [She is the diocese’s new 
youth director.].

We’ve had other losses in our diocese. 
We lost Paul Jeanes [rector of St. James 
Church in Pewee Valley who was 
called to be rector of Trinity Church in 
Princeton, N.J.]. He served us so well, 
but then we’ve received a priest like 
Michael Blewett, a very talented priest 
from Missouri who has come to Bowling 
Green. We’re losing Larry Handwerk’s 
gifts and leadership at All Saints’. He 
was so much more than the camp and 
conference center administrator, as I 
said at his retirement party. He did just 
wonderful work in clergy formation in 
this diocese; he served as a key interim 
for us in Elizabethtown, and he is known 
as a gifted supply priest. We will miss a 
lot of components of his ministry, but we 
are looking forward to the ministry of 
Greg Primo [who has been appointed as 
All Saints’ new executive director] … 

Last year at diocesan convention, 
concerns were expressed over churches 
that had not submitted audits and 
whether their deputies should have 
voice and vote. Will this be an issue this 
year?

The first thing we did was change 

the audit requirements to make them 
actually something our churches can 
accomplish. David Brooks [chair of the 
Department of Stewardship and Finance] 
and his committee did yeomen’s work 
to look at other dioceses audit models. 
They adopted a process for reviewing 
the financial records of each of our 
congregations in such a way that the 
audits have integrity and are possible 
to accomplish, particularly for some of 
our less resourced congregations. ... I’m 
hopeful that we won’t have the concerns 
that surfaced last time about people’s 
credentials not being in order.

If churches haven’t submitted a 
2008 audit, what will happen at this 
year’s convention? Will they receive 
credentials?

They are required to get the audits 
completed or have a very good reason 
why they don’t this year. I would imagine 
the credentials committee will be more 
exacting than perhaps they have been in 
other years because the requirement now 
is much more possible to accomplish. Of 
course, there are always situations where 
perhaps a parish has lost its ordained 
leader or there may be some exigency still 
that might need to be considered, but I 
would hope for a much, much broader and 
deeper level of compliance than we’ve 
ever had.

In the past, concerns have been 
raised about congregations that do 
not pledge 15 percent or higher of 
their net disposable income. What is 
the diocese’s policy on congregational 
giving?

When I was elected bishop of 
Kentucky, the diocese was on the 
assessment system. In other words, it was 
more like a tax. You had a certain amount 
of income, and an assessment was levied 
by the diocesan assessment committee. 
Parishes were canonically bound to pay 
it. They had to go before the committee 
to have their assessment reworked or 
renegotiated. At the convention in 1994, 
they changed the whole giving scheme 
of the diocese…. I came to a diocese that 
had a giving guideline, a moral guideline 
... an expectation, and then the diocese, at 
a past convention, based the 15-20 percent 
pledge expectation on the church’s 
income from the two previous years. … 
So this year, what the congregations are 
asked to do, is to give at least 15 percent 
of their 2007 income. Usually that’s a bit 
of a break because most parish budgets go 
up every year.

At a recent diocesan convention, a 
canon was passed that said, “If you cannot 
make your 15 to 20 percent expectation, 
then you must give a written explanation 
to convention.”

I thought that was a non-punitive but 
very Pauline understanding of Christian 
community. We are one body and, 
therefore, if one part of the body cannot 
do its part, the body needs to know 
that, primarily in case that information 
shows there is some hurt or brokenness 
or decline in that congregation ... or if 
there are certain exigencies that occur in a 
parish’s life—a roof fell in and the church 

Looking back, looking ahead

The Rev. Mitch Bojarsky, the diocese’s newest priest, was ordained by Bishop Ted Gulick in a service on 
Jan. 11 at Christ Church, Bowling Green, where Bojarsky is the assistant rector. Assisting Gulick was 

Deacon Rose Bogal-Allbritten and the Rev. Matt Bradley. With Bojarsky are his wife, Beth, and the Rev. Dr. 
Michael Blewett, Christ Church’s rector. Photo by the Rev. Canon Joan Smith

Continued on page 7k
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come to share food and fellowship with 
the homeless. Dean Mark Bourlakas 
explained that the breakfasts are part of a 
total program giving cathedral members 
“an opportunity for community building 
integrated with worship, study, fellowship 
and service.”

Jeff Lake and his wife, Julie, both of 
whom have spent most of their lives 
working as volunteers or as paid staff in 
service organizations, cross the bridge 
from New Albany every first Sunday to 
be sure the work crew will have what they 
need to get their work done on schedule.

Jeff, who also arranges the hospitality 
schedule, said he has no problem finding 
volunteers. “It’s a popular program,” he 
says, “even though we never know how 
many people will be eating. Sometimes 
we have 25 guests, sometimes 75. 
Cathedral members who participate not 
only like the good food, but they enjoy 
getting to know the homeless people they 
sometimes see around the church.”

On that cold Advent morning, men and 
women waiting for breakfast to be served 
took advantage of the opportunity to wash 
and prepare to meet the world. A few 
were seen sleeping on the benches in the 
corridor outside Bishop’s Hall. A larger 
group of men traded gossip and jokes.

When a youngish man, dressed in what 
looked like army fatigues, was asked 
if he were a veteran, he and the other 
men laughed. “They wouldn’t take me,” 
he replied, but pressed by his buddies 
admitted he had never tried to join the 
army. “I’m sleeping out there,” he said, 
gesturing toward the cloister, “and I may 
be cold but there aren’t any bullets flying 
around my head.”

An older man chimed in, “I was in 
Vietnam, but I think those guys in Iraq 
have it worse than we did. And it’s 
getting worse over here, too. I just got 
into Louisville Friday night and I already 
know I need to move on. Everybody says 

there aren’t any jobs around here. This 
has been one of my regular stops, moving 
south for the winter, but I guess I won’t 
stay long this time. I just hope there will 
be jobs at my next stop.” 
A well spoken and well groomed woman 
who had been standing apart spoke up. 
“I’m an R.N.,” she said “and I haven’t 
been able to find a job lately either. I think 
something’s messed up with my license, 
but I don’t know what.”

As soon as the cathedral caretaker gave 
the word, the entire group moved quickly 
but in an orderly manner toward the 
coffee pot. Jeff led a prayer, and quickly, 
quietly, the nearly 40 people moved 
toward the steaming eggs and golden 
biscuits.

At the tables, homeless and cathedral 
members enjoyed the food and the 
warmth and some ventured into 
conversation. The dean moved quietly 
from table to table greeting guests. Some 
of the homeless were known to cathedral 
staff and each other. Some guests, clearly 
regulars, were relaxed and comfortable. 
Quiet conversations buzzed on until a 
prayer was said; the guests were invited 
(not ordered) to attend worship. Some, 
reluctant to return to the cold, buttoned 
their coats, rewound their mufflers, 
collected the apple they were offered “for 

later” and left.
Bourlakas scurried around, rearranging 

tables and chairs and setting up the 
projector for the class he was about to 
hold. Some, homeless as well as cathedral 
members, helped with the furniture and 
gathered up the used plates and cups, 
sorting items into the proper bins for 
trash, recycling and washing.

First Sunday breakfasts are part of a 
multi-phased program. Worshipers are 
asked to bring food to help stock the 
Food Pantry at Calvary Church and the 
loose offering is directed to the dean’s 
discretionary fund, which is used to 
purchase Kroger, White Castle and TARC 
cards for those in need.

Cathedral hosts for that Sunday were 
volunteers with the cathedral’s Outreach 
Committee. Also assisting was Ben 
Badgett, the cathedral intern who will 
take over for Jeff Lake while he and Julie 
are out of town.

Bourlakas said that the Cathedral 
Chapter wants to expand this successful 
community outreach program to, perhaps, 
two Sundays a month unless new 
conditions in our national economy call 
for new efforts to carry out our Lord’s 
command to care for the needy.

did not have sufficient insurance. It is the 
diocese’s business to be concerned about 
that. By informing the diocese, they honor 
their responsibility to fund the mission 
of the wider Christian family. I believe 
that what we have now is a very credible 
approach to the funding of a diocese.

I am generally very pleased at how 
seriously our congregations take it and the 
fact that the vast majority are able to meet 
those guidelines, some at tremendous 
cost. For example, I just learned that one 
congregation this year, in order to keep its 
commitment to the diocese, is reducing 
its staff. That is a pretty significant 
understanding of the responsibility to 
be a part of the mission and ministry of 
the larger church. We genuinely ache 
for those whose positions have been 
cut, however. That’s a difficult, difficult 
reality.

If the pledge is based on two years 
ago, what does that mean for our 
congregations this year, given these 
economic times? 

It is paid for in today’s pledge dollars. 
The truth of the matter is, our financial 
reality this year may be in crisis. We have 
Episcopalians who have lost their jobs. 
We have Episcopalians whose retirement 
savings, at least on paper, are 40 to 60 
percent of what they thought they were. 
The kind of anxiety that that creates is 
real. What I’m hoping we’ll do, what I’m 
going to try very hard to do as a Christian 
leader and a Christian person ... is to bless 
God “for my creation, preservation and all 
the blessings of this life,” which is from a 
very familiar collect in morning prayer.

Even though many of us have had 
financial reversals, some are in financial 
crisis and a few in financial catastrophe, 
nonetheless most of us can still praise 

God for many more blessings than 
deprivations. We live in beautiful homes, 
particularly compared to the rest of the 
world. Many of us sit down to a table with 
an abundance that would be unknown 
in many parts of the world. Most of us 
are still employed and have income and 
resources. We have not experienced life 
that the people in Gaza are experiencing, 
so there is still such abundance. God is 
abundant, and we can’t lose sight of that 
truth even in the midst of other realities.... 
As I’m hearing stewardship stories both 
from our congregations and seeing the 
early pledges coming into the diocese, 
I’m amazed at how generous most of 
them are, given the financial realities. …

We’re going to have to make some 
pretty stretching decisions when it comes 
to the financial operation of this diocese. 
Last year I was very, very moved that 
our giving went up six percent, but that 
is certainly not going to be the situation 
this year. That’s pretty easy to understand 
in this particular year. Last year our 
budget was about $1.4 million… about 
a million came from our parish pledges 
and about $400,000 more or less came 
from our taking a certain percentage of 
the last 12 quarters of our endowment. 
That endowment on paper is worth 
considerably less than it was a year ago, 
so we know before we do anything that 
the amount of money we can take from 
that corpus will be much less than it was. 
So there will be some real belt tightening 
I think in this budget.

In the wake of the today’s economic 
downturn, some have expressed the 
point of view in discussions about 
church spending that “If it doesn’t 
have to do with discipleship, bag it.” 
How would you characterize diocesan 
spending?

I don’t believe there has been a lot of 
“theological’ fat in our budget. I think 
the Diocese of Kentucky budget has been 
pretty much a financial descriptor of 
where we’re committed to mission and 
ministry.

For example, in my convention address 
I’m going to mention five or six young 
Episcopal leaders in this diocese …

My point will be that we invest a lot of 
money in mission; it takes a lot of money 
to raise up the next generation of lay and 
ordained leaders. I don’t think we’ve 
been wasting a lot of money; I think 
we’ve been spending a lot of money and 
getting profound living dividends who 
are faithful, intentional Christians. Most 
of what we do is toward discipleship. 
I’m sitting here talking to you, and you 
communicate what we do in this church. 
It’s all designed to making Christians 
and then making Christians who make 
a difference in God’s world. That’s why 
we exist. I could pretty much show a 
discipleship connection with practically 
every dollar we spend, so that’s why it’s 
very worrying thinking about cutting it.

Since we don’t have a lot of fat, and 
given our economic realities, what is 
your strategic plan for this next year?

What we have to do strategically this 
year is to not lose ground. How do we 
not lose ground? … I don’t want to see 
it as a maintenance year, but I do see 
it as a preservation year for preserving 
the gains, given the financial times, 
and doing that creatively. Some of our 
smaller congregations will probably be 
combining ministries. Churches will be 
linked in more creative ways, and this is 
not all bad. We’ll ask the diocesan staff 
to do some different jobs and multi-task. 
Many of our priests have not received 
cost of living increases, nor have many 

of our lay staffs, and that could well be 
true with our diocese. I would hope at this 
point we would not whine about that. It 
will give us a chance to experience some 
solidarity with the rest of the country in 
this difficult time. It will also help us to 
be somewhat creative in how we link and 
meld and manage ministries in different 
configurations without losing some of the 
good ground we’ve gained.

This is something all of us can 
consider when we think about how to 
face economic challenges in our own 
lives.

In my own life, the truth of the matter 
is, Barbara and I are very blessed 
financially. I’m paid by the Dudley Trust, 
and they are going to have to cut back 
this year. I’m also just a few months from 
the possibility that I’ll just be living on 
the pension… Barbara and I are doing 
something we haven’t done for a while ... 
we grocery shopped the way we used to 
…. We made the menus and clipped the 
coupons, and we made sure we were in 
Kroger on senior day. That means that one 
of the things I will not do is cut back my 
tithe and other charitable commitments 
I’ve made. … We will have very few 
deprivations but we’re being more 
careful in ways that will help us be better 
stewards.

At the end of the interview, the bishop 
noted that he and Barbara were about 
to experience two personal high points 
for 2009. On Jan. 24, their daughter 
Robin Gulick, was to be ordained to the 
priesthood at the National Cathedral in 
Washington D.C. during a service in 
which he and two other bishops would 
participate. On Feb. 15, the Gulicks’ 
grandchild Owen, the son of John and 
Amy Gulick, will be baptized at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Louisville.

Continued from page 6k

Sunday breakfasts bring homeless, cathedral communities together
Continued from page 1k

Bishop forecasts 2009 will be year of creative preservation
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Discard any negative associations you 
may have of evangelism or evangelists, and 
register for the upcoming Magnetic Church 
Conference with Andrew D. Weeks. Sponsored 
by the Diocese of Kentucky, the conference 
will introduce church staffs and volunteers to 
practical ways to welcome new people and retain 
members.

A cradle Anglican, Andrew Weeks is a gifted 
lay evangelist and humorous, inspiring speaker. 
He has taken his ministry to more than 135 
Episcopal sponsors, over 85 sponsors with the 
Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. churches and 
many other mainline denominations throughout 
all regions in the U.S. He is the author of 
Welcome! Tools and Techniques for new Member 
Ministry, published by The Alban Institute.

The conference, to be held March 13 and 14 at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Louisville, will 
offer insight into proven, non-confrontational, 
practical evangelism. Weeks invites everyone, 
especially skeptics, to attend the opening 
evening session when he will focus on spiritual 
issues to help us overcome our many negative 
images of evangelism. Significantly, he invites 
participants into new creative ministries, 
not to urge them to take on more tasks. He 
challenges and encourages them to explore 
opportunities, leaving aside the old “should’s, 
must’s and ought’s.” He will review the pitfalls, 
frustrations and misdirection he has seen, then 
offer new insights on how each one of us can 
move forward.

On the second day, he will lead interactive 
sessions on “Presenting Your Church to 
the Public” (Signs, Property and Media) 
and “Managing New Member Ministry 
Processes,” and sessions with small group 
workshops on “The Ministry of Greeting” and 
“Communications/Internal Media.” Participants 

will get scores of practical ideas that can be 
implemented immediately.

All individuals are invited, but each church 
is encouraged to send multiple members with 
many different interests (communications, 
property, hospitality, finance, greeters) so they 
may return home as more effective and diverse 
teams. Many churches, he reports, have found it 
very productive to bring their entire management 
group, often in combination with an after-event 
retreat.

Registration costs $45 a person or $30 a 
person, if prepaid and pre-registered in groups 
of four or more. The fee includes refreshments 
and Saturday’s lunch. To register, complete a 
registration form, posted online; make checks 
payable to The Trustees and Council, The 
Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky; and mail the 
form and check to The Episcopal Diocese of 
Kentucky, ATT: Magnetic Church Registration, 
425 S. Second St., Suite 200, Louisville, KY 
40202.

To learn more about Weeks’ vision and 
ministry, visit www.magnetic-church.com.

That We All May be One: In the diocese and Beyond

Magnetic Church Conference set for March 13-14

Weekly Cycle of Prayer & Diocesan Events

Fragments,

Tracings, 

&

Mystery

The Merton Institute for Contemplative Living will present 
an exhibit of recent abstract paintings based on icons by the 
Very Rev. Mark Bourlakas, dean of Christ Church Episcopal 
Cathedral in Louisville.

Titled “Fragments, Tracings, and Mystery,” the show will 
open with a reception on Feb. 12 from 5 to 7 p.m. (ET) at 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 330 N. Hubbards Lane, in 
Louisville. The show will include icons from the Abbey of 
Gethsemani by Lavrans Nielsen.

About the art of iconography and the place that painting has 
in his spiritual life, Bourlakas writes:

“The sacred geometry of Orthodox iconography is the 
armature for this current body of work. There is a mystery 
and a hiddenness in iconography that is the environment of 
my work. Painting is a vital part of my ongoing prayer life. 
Chuck Close said that ‘Painting is the frozen evidence of a 
performance.’ These paintings then are the evidence of the life 
of prayer, which is otherwise inexpressible.”

Acolytes take note: 
Festival held for you Feb.7

The Diocesan Acolyte Festival will be 
Saturday, Feb. 7, at Christ Church Episcopal 
Cathedral in Louisville.

The annual festival, which will be from 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (ET), brings together 
acolytes from throughout the diocese.

For more information, contact Judy 
Bradley, jbradleyjcps@gmail.com, Mark 
Bourlakas, mark@christchurchlouky.org, or 
Jerry Cappel jjcappel@bellsouth.net.

Cycle of Prayer
February

Feb. 1: Pray for the Diocese of Manicaland 
(Central Africa) and for the Church of Our Merciful 
Saviour, the Rev. Tom Price, priest-in-charge.

Feb. 8: Pray for the Diocese of Maseno 
South (Kenya); for Christ Episcopal Church, 
Elizabethtown, the Rev. Alice Nichols, rector; and 
for St. Thomas, Campbellsville, the Rev. Karl Lusk, 
vicar.

Feb. 15: Pray for the Diocese of Matlosane, 
formerly Klerksdorp (South Africa) and for St. 
Andrew’s Church, Louisville, the Rev. Ben Maas, 
rector.

Feb. 22: Pray for the Diocese of Melbourne 
(Australia) and for the upcoming 181st Diocesan 
Convention, meeting Feb. 27-28.

March
March 1: Pray for the Missionary Area of Macau 

(Hong Kong) and for St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 
Madisonville, the Rev. Candyce Loescher, rector.

March 8: Pray for the Diocese of Montreal 
(Canada) and for the upcoming Spring House of 
Bishops, meeting.

March 15: Pray for the Diocese of Mount 
Kilimanjaro (Tanzania) and for the diocese’s 
Standing Committee and the newly formed Bishop 
Search and Transition Committees.

March 22: Pray for the Diocese of Mumbai 

(North India) and for St. Thomas Church, the Rev. 
Mike Lager, rector.

March 29: Pray for the Diocese of Nakuru 
(Kenya) and for the diocese’s Trustees and Council.

Diocesan Events
February

Feb. 1: Bishop visitation: Our Merciful Saviour, 
473 S. 11th St., Louisville. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (ET). 
Contact Mike Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

Feb. 3: Trustees and Council meeting, Christ 
Church Episcopal Cathedral, 421 S. Second St., 
Louisville. 4-8 p.m. (ET). Contact Mike Hutchins, 
502-584-7148.

Feb. 6-7: Bishop’s Search and Transition 
Planning Committees’ retreat, All Saints’ Episcopal 
Conference Center, Leitchfield. Contact the Rev. Dr. 
Bill Watson at wwatson@gracehopkinsville.org.

Feb. 6: Episcopal News (March 2009 
issue) deadline. Contact Mary Jane Cherry at 
maryjane@episcopalky.org or 502-584-7148.

Feb. 7: Acolyte Festival, Christ Church 
Cathedral, 421 S. Fourth St., Louisville. 9:30 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. (ET). Contact the Diocese of Kentucky 
office at 502-584-7148.

Feb. 8: Bishop visitations: Christ Episcopal 
Church, 206 W. Poplar St., Elizabethtown. 8 a.m. 
-12:30 p.m. (ET); St. Thomas, Campbellsville, 116 
S. Columbia Ave., 4-6 p.m. (CT). Contact Mike 
Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

Feb. 11: Diocese of Kentucky clergy luncheon 
at Norton Healthcare, Louisville. 10 a.m. (ET). 
Contact Mike Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

Feb. 11-12: “Living Our Faith: Stewardship 
in the 21st Century,” Gatlinburg, Tenn. For more 
information, contact the TENS office at 1-800-699-
2669 or email tens@tens.org.

Feb. 13: Fresh Start, All Saints’ Conference 
Center, Leitchfield. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. (CT). Contact Ned 
Morris at 502-587-6011.

Feb. 13-14: School of Ministry, All Saints’ 
Conference Center, Leitchfield. Contact the Rev. 
Rose Bogal-Allbritten at 270-753-6908.

Feb. 15: Bishop visitation, St. Andrew’s Church, 
2233 Woodbourne Ave., Louisville. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(ET). Contact Mike Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

Feb. 16: Presidents’ Day: Diocesan office closed.
Feb. 24: Commission on Ministry, place to be 

determined. 5 p.m. (ET). Contact the Rev. Ben Maas 
at 502-452-9581.

Feb. 25: Ash Wednesday.
Feb. 27-28: 181st Convention of the Diocese of 

Kentucky, Grace Church, 820 Broadway, Paducah.

March
March 1: Bishop visitation, St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church, 163 N. Main St., Madisonville. Contact 
Mike Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

March 2: Diocesan Offices closed, post-
convention day.

March 6: Episcopal News deadline 
(April issue). Contact Mary Jane Cherry at 
maryjane@episcopalky.org or 502-584-7148.

March 10: Trustees & Council Executive 
Committee meeting, Diocesan House, Christ Church 
Episcopal Cathedral, 421 S. Second St., Louisville. 
12–1:30 p.m. (ET). Contact Mike Hutchins at 502-
584-7148.

March 11-19:Spring House of Bishops’ Meeting, 
Kanuga Conference Center, N.C. Contact Mike 
Hutchins, 502-584-7148.

March 13-14: Magnetic Church Conference, St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 2233 Woodbourne 
Ave., Louisville. Contact the Rev. Karl Lusk at 
karllusk@bellsouth.net or 270-789-1601.

March 13-14: School of Ministry, All Saints’ 
Conference Center, Leitchfield. Contact the Rev. 
Rose Bogal-Allbritten at 270-753-6908.

March 20: Fresh Start, All Saints’ Conference 
Center, Leitchfield. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. (CT). Contact Ned 
Morris at 502-587-6011.

March 22: Bishop visitation, St. Thomas Church, 
9616 Westport Road, Louisville. Contact Mike 
Hutchins, 502-584-7148.March 24: Commission 
on Ministry, place to be determined. 5 p.m. (ET). 
Contact the Rev. Ben Maas at 502-452-9581.

March 25: Ordination of the Rev. Emily Schwartz 
to the priesthood, Calvary Episcopal Church, 821 S. 
Fourth St., Louisville. 5 p.m. (ET).


