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In the Episcopal Church, we are called to live out our faith on a daily basis, whether we are at home, school, 

work or recreation. The cornerstones of our faith are Scripture, tradition and reason. Last month we talked 

about Scripture, this month we will look at Tradition and Reason. 

Tradition 

We are not Christians in isolation but are part of a living faith that spans 2000 years. Tradition is the embodi-

ment of our experience as Christians throughout the centuries. The heart of our tradition is expressed through 

the Bible, the Creeds (statements of faith, written in first centuries of the church's existence), the Sacraments 

(the Eucharist and Baptism), and the ordained ministry passed on by Christ to his Church. Our tradition is ex-

pressed with many voices, among which are a variety of worship styles, languages, cultures, architecture and 

music. Our tradition encourages this diversity. We seek to value the life and story each person can bring to the 

community of faith. As in a multitextured tapestry, each person's offering is woven into the life of the whole, 

making it stronger and more beautiful. Saying the creed each week and receiving communion are important 

ways tradition strengthens us for service to others. 

Reason 

Each one of us, with God's help, makes a decision about how we use tradition and Scripture in our lives. A 

personal relationship with God allows us to realize and celebrate our lives to the fullest. The gift of reason, as a 

complement to Scripture and tradition, leads us to seek answers to our own questions and to grow spiritually. 

That’s on reason it’s important to be active in a community of faith, as we tell our individual stories of God’s 

action in our lives, we are strengthened to carry our faith into the world. Weaving scripture, tradition and rea-

son together, we strengthen our faith and grow as children of God.  

Dear Lord, you promise to give rest to all who are weary, you promise to feed all who are 

hungry, you promise to welcome all who seek you: be present, O Christ, with us as we 

seek a deeper relationship with you and guide us in our journey that we may experience 

your love in all that we do in your name. Amen  
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Please offer your prayers for the following persons: Derik, Judy Henthorne, Tom 

McMillen , Pat Fryling, Gabe, Loma Jane, Carol and Mary Slagel. Those who are shut

-in: Thelma Crance, Maxine Cox and Vera Billing; and for those who have died in the 

hope of the resurrection. Offer your thanksgivings for the recovery of family and 

friends, and for all those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries. 

A prayer for those  whom we love from the Book of Common Prayer, page 831 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, 

for this life and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things 

than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Things to know…Church Clean Up Day November 14.  See Sallie if you are interested in your children 

participating in after school education in Wheelersburg with All Saints .Pray about our outreach to our 

neighbors. Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6 pm, supper and Adult Ed. Feel free to drop off food, cloth-

ing or household items. Work continues in the sanctuary, watch for changes.  Bev Pitsenberger and 

Laurel Baise will represent us at the Diocesan Convention  November 6-7. Vestry meets, Sunday, No-

vember 1 after church.  Fr. Bob at Christ Church, November 1 and 15.Sallie at Christ Church every Sun-

day in November  Fr. Jeff Queen, Rector, All Saints Portsmouth will serve as Calvary’s part time interim 

as well as part time Rector at All Saints beginning in January.Mary Slagel’s address 2519 Oakleaf Circle, 

Bessemer, AL 35022.Bishop Price’s Visitation December 6.Church Walk on December 5. 

1st Phyllis and Dick Walton in 

memory of his parents 

8th The Rev. Robert Thomas in 

memory of his wife, Dana and 

daughter Lee 

15th Carol and Craig Allen in 

thanksgiving for Vera and Tom 

Billings 

22nd Leah and Rob Valentine in 

memory of Elzie Tackett 

 

 
The Anglican approach to reading and interpreting the Bible was first articulated by Richard Hooker, in the 

16th Century. While Christians universally acknowledge the Bible, or the Holy Scriptures, as the Word of 

God as completely sufficient to our reconciliation to God, what the Bible says must always speak to us in our 

own time and place as well. That’s why we do Bible study on Wednesday night. 

The Church, as a worshiping body of faithful people, has for two thousand years amassed experience of God 

and of loving Jesus, and what the church has said to us through the centuries about the Bible is critical to our 

understanding it in our own context. The traditions of the Church in interpreting Scripture connect all genera-

tions of believers together and give us a starting point for our own understanding. 

Episcopalians believe that every Christian must build an understanding and relationship with God’s Word in 

the Bible, and to do that, God has given us intelligence and our own experience, which we refer to as 

“Reason.” Based on the text of the Bible itself, and what Christians have taught us about it through the ages, 

we then must sort out our own understanding of it as it relates to our own lives. Take home the readings each 

week. Study them or join us on Wednesday nights as we talk about how the Gospel we hear affects our lives 


